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PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors  20/01  24/02  28/02  24/03  28/04 26/05  23/06  28/07 25/08 22/09 27/10 24/11 

Cr Andrew Lewis  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

 
√  

Cr Robert 
Stutsel  

√ √ 
9.16am 

√ AP √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
9.11am 

 

Cr Victor Bartley  √ √ AP √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

Cr Sally Davis  √ 
9.15am 

√ AP √ √ √ √ 
9.08am 

√ √ AP √ 
9.12am 

 

Cr Cec 
Dorrington  

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

Cr Lachlan Ford  √ √ √ AP √ 
9.05am 

√ √ √ AP √ √  

Cr Barry 
Hollman  

√ AP √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

Cr Jack Bennett  √ √ AP √ √ √ √ √ √ √ AP  

Cr Sarah Brown  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √  

Cr Stuart 
Johnson  

AP √ 
9.15am 

√ √ √ √  
Cr Johnson 
left at 1pm 

AP AP 
10.11am 

√ 

√ √ √  

 

Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services 

Peter Brown Manager Works 

Phil Johnston Manager Tourism Development 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Cr Dorrington opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 

William (Bill) Maroulis 
Gary (Froggo) Jackson 
Alan “Bulla” Thorne 
Maxwell John Sullivan 
John Bernard Hendry 
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APOLOGIES 

 
The Mayor advised that an apology had been received from Cr Bennett. 

 
Resolution 

394/2014 That Council note the apology received from Cr Bennett and  
that leave of absence be granted. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Brown   Carried 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
No Declarations of Interest were received for the meeting of Monday, 27th October 2014. 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

Date Event 

22/09/2014 Council Meeting 

25/09/2014 Meeting in Dubbo to discuss Local Government Reform 

25/09/2014 OROC Meeting - Dubbo 

08/10/2014 Meeting with Attorney General – Brad Hazard 

09/10/2014 Meeting in Council Chambers with Attorney General – Brad Hazard 

18/10/2014 Opened Bourke Skate Park 

19-21/10/2014 Attended the Local Government NSW Annual Conference at Coffs Harbour 

23/10/2014 Meeting with Western Area Health District 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

File No: M2.1 

Report: 2014  Potential Loss of Jury Trials from Bourke Court House 

Responsible Officer: Andrew Lewis Mayor 

 
Information is to hand that suggests that due to the fact that it is increasingly difficult to 
organise Jurors, trials requiring a jury will no longer be held in Bourke and will instead be listed 
for Dubbo.  
 
It is unclear whether the decision will impact the other District Court functions such as hearing 
appeals from the Local Court or Trials by a Judge only. 
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While it is unclear of the exact basis for the decision it would appear that for each sitting of the 
District Court there was a requirement to have enough jurors to be able to serve on juries for 
four (4) cases. 
  
Given that it was very unlikely that four (4) cases would be run the provision for so many jurors 
would seem to be somewhat excessive setting the system up to breakdown. 
 
It would appear, that at best only one (1) or two (2) trials might proceed and the numbers of 
jurors required being significantly lower than currently being provided for. 
 
If the trials are transferred to Dubbo it will cost local people considerable more money to 
attend court in a number of capacities and many of those involved can ill afford these 
additional costs. 
 
Additional costs include loss of wages and the cost of travel and accommodation. 
 
Council has for some time been highlighting the fact that Bourke is a Regional Hub in its own 
right regarding the provision of services in the far west of the state and the loss of services from 
town not only impacts on the residents of Bourke but a significant part of Western New South 
Wales. 
 
It is yet another attack on the viability of rural New South Wales and a continuation of the 
systemic issue of successive governments effectively disregarding the needs of the residents of 
these areas and a lack of understanding of the huge distances involved in travelling to other 
centres. 
 
I also understand that local Barrister Mr. John Thompson intends to address Council at today’s 
public forum on the issue and detail the potential ramifications for our community. 
 
Resolution 

395/2014 That Council 
1. Seek clarification of any decision to cease conducting trials requiring a jury at Bourke 
2. That if the cessation of trials in Bourke is confirmed that Council seek clarification on 

what statistical or other information, the decision was based. 
3. That Council confirm that if trials were to be transferred to Dubbo that no other 

District Court Services would be lost, including appeals from the Local Court and Trials 
by a Judge. 

4. That Council ascertain what procedures have been put in place to compensate those 
involved in the trial cases, for the additional cost of travel and accommodation and 
loss of wages as result of the transfer of the trials. 

5. That the potential loss of these Court Services be highlighted to the State Government 
as a further erosion of facilities in rural areas. 

Moved Cr Lewis   Seconded Cr Bartlett    Carried 
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9.11am Cr Stutsel arrived at the meeting. 
 
9.12am Cr Davis arrived at the meeting. 
 
Resolution  

396/2014 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council on Monday, 27th October 2014 be noted.  
Moved Cr Lewis   Seconded Cr Bartley      Carried 

 

 

STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
Resolution 

397/2014 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 27th October 2014 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Brown    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

Report No  Report Name  Responsible Officer  

110/2014 Environmental – Activity Report MES 

210/2014 Engineering – Activity Report MRS 

510/2014 Tourism and Development  - Activity Report MT&D 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

398/2014 That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd 
September 2014 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/Year  Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

October 27
th

 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
November 24

th
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

December 4
th

  9.30am LRC Meeting RFS – North Bourke 

 4
th

 10.30am LEMC Meeting RFS – North Bourke 

 19
th

 10.00am Health And Safety Committee 
Meeting 

Council Chambers 

 19
th

  11.00am  Consultative Committee Meeting Council Chambers 

 25
th

  2.00pm Traffic Committee Meetings Council Conference Room 

 

COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 
22nd September 2014. 

 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email/Fax Post Précis 

25/09/2014 From the GM’s Desk Ross Earl Councillors/Staff/Media   

02/10/2014 From the GM’s Desk Ross Earl Councillors/Staff/Media   

13/10/2014 MEMO – Meeting with Chief 
Executive Western Health 
District Scott McLachlan and 
Executive Team 

Ross Earl Councillors/MANEX   

13/10/2014 Scheduled Meeting at 
Wanaaring Village Tuesday 21

st
 

October 2014 

Letiticia Tiffen Councillors/MANEX   

16/10/2014 From the GM’s Desk Ross Earl Councillors/Staff/Media   
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 22nd September 2014 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager of Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager of Works 

 
206/2013 - Review of Organisational Structure 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. That the Council obtain advice from Brewarrina Shire 
as to their willingness to continue negotiations in 
relation to a shared appointment of a qualified 
Engineer in the capacity of a Group Leader or similar. 

2. That the recommendations in relation to the 
realignment of any positions be considered prior to the 
advertising of any vacancies.  

3. The positions descriptions of positions identified within 
the report from Local Government Management 
Solutions as requiring review be undertaken in 
consultation with both the employee and any union 
involved. 

4. That the position descriptions of all employees be 
updated to reflect current duties performed and 
requirements of the organisation. 

1. In progress 
 

 
 

2. Ongoing 
 
 

3. In progress 
 
 
 
 

4. In progress 
 

 

 
350/2013 – Proposed Amendment of LEP 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Prepare a planning proposal to have the Bourke Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP 2012) amended to 
rezone IN2 Light Industrial land located in the western 
end of Bourke encompassing that land between Meek, 
Anson and Church Streets to R1 General Residential. 

2. That a further report be presented to Council to obtain 
consent to submit that planning proposal to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

 Council staff meet with 
the Department of 
planning to discuss 
options 

 Council seek advice on 
incorporating the 
reclassification of any land 
currently classified as 
community to operational 
in the LEP Review Process 
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362/2013 – Enngonia Hall Committee 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

GM formalise an agreement with the Enngonia Progress 
Association in regards to being the caretaker of the hall 

In progress 

 
163/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL- Enforcement of Fines on Local Roads 
Responsible Officer: MR 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council to continue to investigate methods for enforcing fines 
on closed roads and continue to ensure that the public are 
aware that fines may be levied if vehicles are driven on closed 
roads 

Ongoing 

 
179/2014 – Investigation of the Establishment of an Internal Audit Function for Bourke Shire 
Council in Conjunction with other Members of OROC  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

General Manager continues to liaise with the other members 
of OROC in relation to the provision of Internal Audit on a joint 
basis 

Ongoing 

 
206/2014 – Bourke LEP Amendments 
Responsible Officer: MEV 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Report 206/2014, Bourke LEP 2012 Amendments be deferred 
to the July Meeting of Council when the Manager of 
Environmental Services is able to be in attendance. 

Completed 

 
208/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL –   Quotations & Options Relating to the Repair of the Davidson 
Oval Grandstand 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council pursue further information in regards to option 3 
(removal of grandstand and rebuilding the change 
room/canteen facilities) for an additional report be brought 
back to Council detailing firm estimates for the options 
identified 

Additional information being 
sought from our Insurers 
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209/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL – Bourke Sewerage –Construction of Mertin Street Pumping 
Station 
Responsible Officer: MW 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council, in accordance with Clause 178(c) Council 
delegates the General Manager authority to enter into 
negotiations with the contractor recommended by the 
NSW Public Works with a view to entering into a 
contract with that company. 

2. That Council engages the NSW Public Works to review 
the specifications in and assist in the negotiations in 
relation to the proposed contract for refurbishment of 
the Mertin Street Sewer Pump Station 

1. Completed 
See report included in Business 
Paper 
 
 
 
2. Completed 
See Report included in 
Business Paper 

 
216/2014 – Tidy Towns Competition 
Responsible Officer: GM/MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Review the participation criteria and commence the collation 
of appropriate material to support a possible entry in the 2015 
Tidy Towns Competition 

In progress 

 
263/2014 – Cenotaph/Rotunda Heritage Listing 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Heritage Advisor to prepare a report detailing the potential for 
applying for a heritage listing on both the Cenotaph and 
Rotunda located in Central Park detailing the benefits and 
potential implications of such listings 

Ongoing 

 
283/2014 – Review of Fees and Charges 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council advertise the revised fees and charges for the cost of 
printing and copying in the Western Herald for a period of 28 
days and if no submissions are received a further report be 
brought back at the September 2014 

Completed, See report 
included in Business Paper 
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290/2014 – Australian Energy Regulator 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council await the receipt of the report from OROC prior to 
taking any further action 

Ongoing 

 
306/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL - Proposal to Undertake Accommodation Project  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

The General Manager be authorised to further investigate 
the proposal of development of accommodation in 
conjunction with Government Departments 

Ongoing 

 
308/2014 – Solar Energy 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council bring a report back detailing the options available 
and financial impact relating the installation of solar panels 
at the Council Depot 

See MES Report 
Resolution 390/2014 considered 
in conjunction with Budget 
Review 

 
319/2014 – Delivery Plan Fourth Quarter Review 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council refer the items that were not achieved to the 
Town Committee for further discussion in regards to their 
priority and refinement. 

Meeting to be Scheduled 

 
324/2014 – Financial Assistance Grant 

Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

A determination as to the utilisation of the additional funds 
take place in conjunction with the September Quarterly 
Review 

Ongoing 
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338/2014 – Tourism & Development Activity Report 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town Ongoing 

 
359/2014 – National Local Roads & Transport Congress 2014 – Tamworth  
Responsible Officer: MR 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Registration to be paid for Mayor, Cr Lewis, Cr Hollman and 
Roads Manager, Mark Gordon to attend the Congress 

Bookings made - Completed 

 

361/2014 – Council Business Closure for the Christmas Period  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council in agreement to the closure of the Office, Library, 
Roads Maritime Services, Waste Management Facility and 
the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. 
And the closures and emergency numbers be advertised in 
the Western Herald. 

Advertised 

 

362/2014 – Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities for Mayor and Councillors 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council Adopted the Payment of Expenses and Provision of 
Facilities for Mayor and Councillors Policy  
 
A copy be forwarded to the Office of Local Government 

Completed 

 

363/2014 – Local Government Reform – Announcement of the NSW Governments Fit for the 
Future Package 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council note the report and conduct a workshop to discuss the 
report. 
The General Manager prepares a list of questions to be raised 
at both the teleconference 30th September and the Forum in 
November 

Completed 
 
Completed 
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364/2014 – Variation of Lease – Heavy Vehicle Inspection Station – Roads & Maritime 
Services 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council’s Seal be affixed to the variation of the Lease for 
the Heavy Vehicle Inspection Station 

Completed 
 

 

370/2014 – Community Contribution – Waiving of Hiring Fees Davidson oval 
Responsible Officer: MW 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council waive the hire fee on the oval for the “Coming 
Together for Cancer Walk” and advise the applicant 

Completed 

 

371/2014 – Community Contributions – Waiving of Rates 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Letter to be sent to CWA of NSW Wanaaring Branch advising 
that Council cannot accede to their request 

Completed 

 

372/2014 – Community Contributions – Waiving of Rates 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Letter to be sent to Bourke CWA Evening Branch advising that 
Council cannot accede to their request 

Completed 

 

373/2014 – Request to hold Annual Union Picnic Day and Community Contribution 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council grant permission to hold annual Union Picnic Day 24th 
October 2014 and Council make a donation of $250.00 
towards the cost of the function. 
Council advertise that all of Council will be closed on that day 
and emergency services will be available on that day. 

Completed 
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375/2014 – Letter of Appreciation – Bourke Public Library 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council send  a letter to Mr Higgins thanking him for his letter 
Council send letter to Cathy Simpson acknowledging Council’s 
appreciation to her commitment and dedication to her role. 

Completed 

 

377/2014 – Request to have Roadway Sealed – Coomah Street 
Responsible Officer: MR 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Letter to be sent to Mr & Mrs Wood advising a proposed 
timetable for sealing of Coomah Street 

Letter Sent 

 

Resolution 

399/2014 That the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 
27th October 2014 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Dorrington    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

File No: W2.2.11 

Report: 119/2014 Water Restrictions   

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 
Background 
Bourke and North Bourke are totally dependent on the Bourke weir pool for provisions of water, 
with water restrictions now introduced and with the dry weather continuing, the community has 
raised the issue about the future of the town’s water supply.  
 
Water restrictions are considered necessary, and have been automatically introduced by the General 
Manager as per Councils Drought Management Plan (DMP), the introduction of water restrictions 
are to be introduced when water ceases to flow over the Bourke weir. 
 
Current Situation 
Details of how the Council levels of water restrictions will be implemented are attached for 
Councillor’s information. 
 
The DMP was updated in October 2013 for the introduction of water restrictions this was to allow 
for the introduction of restriction automatically as each river gauge level is reached. 
 
The General Manager has the authority to vary the implementation of these restrictions if there is an 
absolute assurance that there is adequate water in the river upstream, to a volume which will 
recharge the Bourke Weir Pool above the threshold river gauge levels referred to in this policy. 
 
During exceptional circumstances the General Manager is able to approve a variation to the times of 
watering. 
 
Announcements have been made through all media outlets to notify residents of Bourke and North 
Bourke of the introductions of water restrictions. 
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Restriction Level 1 2 3 4 5 6 

At River Gauge Level 3.9m 3.5m 3m 2.5m 2m 1.5m 

Weir Pool 100%  84%  65%  48%  33%  22%  

TYPE OF CONSUMER      

DOMESTIC       

 Household Use  No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Restrictions 100L/person/day 

 Evaporative Air 
conditioners 

 No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Restrictions  No Bleed-off 
allowed 

 No Water allowed 

 Garden Watering Sprinkler taps per 
household 2 hrs 
daily, During  
2hr periods/day 
6am to 8am  
or 6pm to 8pm 

sprinkler taps per 
household 1 hr 
daily 
During 1hr 
period/day 
7am to 8am or 
7pm to 8pm 

Hand held hoses 
2hr/d 

Hand held hoses 
1hr/d 

Buckets only Reused water only 

 Swimming Pools Private Filling of new 
swimming pools 
prohibited 

 Filling of new 
swimming pools 
prohibited 

Filling and 
topping up of 
pools prohibited 

Filling and topping 
up of pools 
prohibited 

Filling and topping 
up of pools 
prohibited 

Filling and topping 
up of pools 
prohibited 

Wash paved areas and 
roof 

With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

Buckets only  Buckets only  Banned  Banned  

Washing Motor Vehicles No restrictions With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

Manual - buckets 
only 

Manual - buckets 
only 

Banned  Banned  

PUBLIC 

Public Gardens Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Hand held hoses 
1hr/d 

Reused water only Reused water only 

 Sports Grounds Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Hand held hoses 
1hr/d 

Reused water only Reused water only 

Davidson Oval & 
Swimming Pool 

Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Appendix 1 Sprinklers 1/hr per 
day 

Hand held hoses 
1hr/d 

Reused water only 

COMMERCIAL 

 Nurseries Sprinklers 2hrs/d Sprinklers 1hr/d Hand held hoses 
4hrs/d 

Hand held hoses 
2hrs/d 

With Council 
license only 

With Council license 
only 

Washing Motor Vehicles 
Taxis and Police  

No restrictions With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

Manual - buckets 
only 

Manual - buckets 
only 

 Banned except as 
required by law 

Banned except as 
required by law 

Bowling greens Sprinklers 2hrs/d Sprinklers 1hr/d Hand held hoses 
2hrs/d 

Hand held hoses 
1hr/d 

Reused water only Reused water only 

 Fountains No restrictions Topping up 
prohibited 

Banned Banned Banned Banned 

Water Cartage from 
Town Supply 

No restrictions No restrictions With Council 
license only 

With Council 
license only 

With Council 
license only 

With Council license 
only 

Automatic flush toilets 
& urinals 

No restrictions No restrictions Banned Banned Banned Banned 
 

Wash paved areas and 
roof 

With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

With pressure 
cleaner and/or 
buckets only 

Buckets only  Buckets only  Banned 
except as required 
by health  
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Below: Restrictions modified January 2014 
 
Appendix 1 of drought Management Plan 
 

Water Restrictions for Public Parks and Sporting Grounds in Bourke 

These hours / watering conditions apply during level 1 and 2 and 3 restrictions only. 
From January 2014 until level 4 water restrictions are activated.  
 

 Davidson oval – no change to watering  

 Central Park- no change to watering 

 Coolican Oval- no change to watering 
 
During restrictions the above park and sporting ovals will be able to water during all hours Monday 
to Friday to maintain current standards. (16hrs each weekly total) 

 Tourist centre- watering of lawns as per restrictions. 

  Cemetery- watering of lawns as per restrictions.  

 Airport gardens-gardens only 

 Wharf park- watering of, Crossley engine section and entrance area to wharf only as 
per restrictions. 

 Jones Park- watering of lawns as per restrictions.  

 North Bourke oval – no watering. 

 Douglas Park- watering of lawns as per restrictions. 

 Port of Bourke- watering of lawns as per restrictions.  
 
During restrictions the above parks, recreational areas and sporting ovals will be able to water during 
the hours of 7.30am to 4.30pm (10 hrs each weekly total) 
 

 Bourke Bowling Club greens and gardens -During restrictions the BBC will be able to water 
during the hours of 8.30am to 10.30am (2hrs) Monday through Friday only. (10hrs weekly 
total) 

 Golf Club-During restrictions the golf club will be able to water during the hours of 6pm to 
8am Monday through Friday for shrubs and trees only 

 Rotary Park-During restrictions the park will be able to water during the hours of 6am to 
8pm Monday through Friday for a period of 2hrs a day only. (10 hrs weekly total) 

 Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre- During water restrictions the BOB centre will be able to 
water during the hours of 8am until 1pm (5hrs) on Tuesdays and Fridays only. (10hrs total 
weekly) 

 Bourke High School-During water restrictions the school will be able to water during the 
hours of 6.30am until 11.30am (5hrs) on Wednesdays and Thursdays only. (10hrs total 
weekly) 

 Bourke Public School-During water restrictions the school will be able to water during the 
hours of 1.30pm until 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and 1.30pm until 3.30pm Fridays. (14hrs 
weekly) 
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 Bourke Olympic Pool -During water restrictions the pool will only be able to water during 
the hours of 3am until 6am (3 hrs) on Wednesdays and 8pm and 11pm  Fridays and 
Saturdays .(9hrs total weekly) 

 Caravan Parks and Motels- During water restrictions the caravan parks and motels will only 
be able to water 2 days a week at 5hrs per day.  (10hrs total weekly) 

 
Financial Implication 
There are no additional costs anticipated to Council at this stage.  
 
Resolution 

400/2014 That Council note the report on the introduction of water restrictions for the townships 
of Bourke and North Bourke  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

File No: W2.2.12, T3.16 

Report: 120/2014 Emergency Bore Water Transfer System 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

  

Purpose 
Bourke’s potable water supply system extracts water from weir storage on the Darling River. This 
source is not sufficient during long droughts and therefore it has been identified to use 
groundwater from a new bore at Walkden’s with a suitable transfer system to provide a secured 
supply to Bourke. This report presents costs of the proposed bore water transfer system from 
Walkden’s Bore to the Bourke Water Treatment Plant (WTP). 
 
Project Background 
The weir storage in Bourke has limited storage and is unable to provide a sufficient amount of 
water during long droughts. The weir built across the Darling River approximately 7km 
downstream of the WTP forms a pool holding nearly 5000ML of water. In addition to Bourke 
Council, there are a number of farmers who use significant quantities of water for irrigation. If no 
rain or inflow is received, the weir pool full storage would be sufficient for about 6 - 8 months. 
 
Demand for Water and Capacity of Walkden’s Bore 
The peak day demand for potable water for Bourke (including North Bourke) is around 2 ML/d. 
However, in a drought situation, i.e. when emergency transfer system is in operation, Level 6 
Restrictions would be applicable. Under these restrictions the required quantity of water would be 
around 1 ML/d. If water is to be carted from elsewhere in the absence of a transfer system, the 
supply would be further limited to 0.6 ML/d.  The new bore constructed at Walkden’s could 
produce a sustainable yield of 14 L/s; however, the current bore licence is only for 6L/s. 
 
 
 



This is the minutes for the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 27
th

 October 2014 in 
the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am  
 

This is page 18 of 60 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 27
th

 
October 2014 in the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am   
 

 
Therefore, the transfer system would be designed for a normal operation of 6 L/s with the 
capability of pumping up to 12L/s. Pumping more than 6 L/s would be made only in an unlikely 
event of severe shortage of drinking water or due to a power failure when the pumps could not be 
operated for a number of days.  
 
Report 

Stage Component Capital Cost* Update Costs 

Stage 1 sink bore hole                                                   Completed $186,000.00 

Stage 2 public works study                                         Completed $42,000.00 

Stage 3 REF & associated approvals                               Completed $40,000.00 

Stage 4 starting of pipeline with remaining money         Completed $282,000.00 

Stage 5 bore pump, aeration unit, balance tank, 

Valves, design –public works, contingencies.         

Received funding TBA 

Stage 6 power supplies to site                                  Received funding TBA 

Stage 7 High lift pumping station                              Received funding TBA 

Stage 8 Pipe line from North Bourke to Bourke          Received funding TBA 

 
Stages 5, 6,7and 8 have been funded by INSW for the sum of $2.5 million, Council staff are now 
seeking quotes for these stages to be completed and the securing of the town water supply 
finalised. 
 
Public Works have been approached to quote on a design for the final stages of joining the bore 
line into the Water Treatment Plant and advise on the relevant pump that is needed to supply the 
town of Bourke with 1 mega litre of water a day. 
 
Resolution 

401/2014 That Council note the updated report on the progression of works at Walkden’s 
Bore Emergency Water Supply. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No: L8.33 

Report: 359/2014 Local Government Reform -“ Fit For the Future” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council is well aware of the State Government’s “Fit for the Future” initiative and the fact there 
has been a number of papers released in respect of that initiative. 
 
Council has participated in a teleconference and there are a number of meetings planned over 
the next few weeks. 
 
Current Situation: 
At the Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales arrangements have been 
made for a meeting of the eight Councils proposed for membership of the Far Western 
Organisation (FWO) at lunch time on the Monday and there will be a meeting of the Western 
Division Councils on Tuesday lunchtime with the Minister for Local Government Hon. Paul Toole 
agreeing to attend that meeting. 
 
A report of those meetings will be tabled at the Council meeting and this will provide an up to 
date assessment of the current situation. 
 
As detailed by a previous  Memo representatives of the Department of Premier and Cabinet 
(DPC) and the Office of Local Government (OLG) will be in Bourke on the 11th November 2014 
to meet with available Councillors and staff. 
 
Additionally there is a forum proposed for Cobar on 2nd December to discuss the role that the 
FWO will play. It will provide the opportunity to have an input in the direction any proposed 
changes may take. 
 
Councils adopted position is to remain as a standalone Council with an ongoing affiliation with 
the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils (OROC) and given that position a letter of support 
was furnished in respect of the application by OROC to be a Pilot in the development of a model 
for the Joint Organisation of Councils. 
 
It is certainly a time of significant change and it is important that Council takes a proactive role 
in ensuring that any changes that may occur have a positive effect on our community and do 
not see an erosion of the current roles and responsibilities of Council. 
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Financial Implications: 
None identified at this stage 
 
Resolution 

402/2014 
1. That Council report in regards to Local Government Reform “Fit for the Future” be 

noted 
2. That Council endorse the support of the application by the Orana Regional 

Organisation of Councils to become a Pilot in the development of the role of Joint 
Organisation of Councils. 

3. That all available Councillors and staff meet with the representatives of both the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet and the Office of Local Government on the 11th 
November 2014. 

4. That Council be represented at the meeting in Cobar scheduled for the 2nd December 
2014 

Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 

 

File No: W2.2.12 

Report: 360/2014 Approval for the Affixing of the Seal - Funding Agreement with 
Infrastructure New South Wales (INSW) 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council has received grant funding of $2,500,000 to complete the connection of Walkden’s 
Bore to the Town Water Supply. 
 
Current Situation: 
Council is required to enter into a funding agreement with Restart NSW in respect of the 
funding and that Agreement is required to be completed under seal of Council. The Agreement 
is designated as RNSW361 
 
Financial Implications: 
The funding in relation to the completion of the Walkden’s Bore Project is $2,500,000 
 
Resolution 

403/2014 That Council approve the affixing of the Seal of Council to the Restart NSW Funding 
Deed in respect of the funding received for the finalisation of the Walkden’s Bore Project.  
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 453/2014 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30th September 2014 

Balances as per Bank Statement $338,761.10 

Plus: Deposit not shown $8,314.18 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $147,698.16 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $800.80 

Balance as per Cash Book $198,576.32 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30th September 2014 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $4,602,740.06 $200,000.00 

Water $2,752,570.77  

Sewer $2,271,323.10  

Trust $115,501.79  

Total Funds $9,742,135.72  

 
Investments as at 30th September 2014 

National Australia Bank $1,553.615.29 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,028,344.37 3.68% 304 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,260,698.62 3.60% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $510,801.63 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $953,527.96 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,205,281.65 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,031,289.88 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $600,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,400,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $9,543,559.40    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 
Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 30th September 2014 

Balance as per cash book $198,576.32 

Investments $9,543,559.40 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $9,742,135.72 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th September 2014 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st August 2014  30th September 2014 

General Fund $4,759,627.20 -$156,887.14 $4,602,740.06 

Water Fund $2,920,289.91 -$167,719.14 $2,752,570.77 

Sewer Fund $2,345,728.03 -$74,404.93 $2,271,323.10 

Trust Fund $130,100.43 -$14,598.64 $115,501.79 

Investments -$8,652,686.99 -$890,872.41 -$9,543,559.4 

Totals $1,503,058.58 -$890,872.41 $198,576.32 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st August 2014            $1,503,058.58 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $175,468.72 

(b) Other Cash  $1,823,453.79 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $2,412,162.49 

(b) New Investment  $891,242.28 

Balance as at 30th September 2014 $198,576.32 

 
Resolution 

404/2014 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council 
and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th September 2014 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Stutsel   Carried 

 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 454/2014 Investment Report as at 30th September 2014 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2014/15 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $315,000 which 
represents an estimated return of 3.68%. This revenue is split proportionally across 
General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with 
cashflow requirements. 
  
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 30th September 2014 is. 
$9,543,559.40. 
 
Investment income earned as at 30th September 2014 is $69,286.69. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
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4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 

National Australia Bank $1,553.615.29 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,028,344.37 3.68% 304 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,260,698.62 3.60% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $510,801.63 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $953,527.96 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,205,281.65 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,031,289.88 3.55% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $600,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,400,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

     

Total Investments $9,543,559.40    

 
Term Deposits 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 
Average Investment Yield  3.61% 
 
Portfolio Performance 
The average 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 30th September 2014 was 2.5% whilst 
the 11am Cash Rate was 3.15%. 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $890,872.41 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Resolution  

405/2014 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30th September 2014 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No: P4.2.10 

Report: 455/2011 Review of Fees and Charges 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background 
At the July Ordinary Meeting of Council a report was presented on the review of fees and 
charges for the cost of printing and copying documents size AO to A2. Council resolved to 
increase the costs to reflect the actual cost to carry out printing and copying. 
 
Current Situation 
The revised costs of printing and copying documents size AO to A2 have now been available for 
public comment since the 18th September 2014.  This has included the statutory advertising 
requirements of the Local Government Act. 
 
No written submissions have been received. 
 
Financial Implication 
The increase in charges will cover the cost to carry out the printing and copying. 
 
Detailed below is the proposed increase in charges 

Item/Size Charge 

Print AO $33.00 

Print A1 $28.00 

Print A2 $22.00 

Copy AO $49.00 

Copy A1 $39.00 

Copy A2 $34.00 

Copy NS AO $50.00 

Copy NS A1 $42.00 

Copy NS A2 $37.00 
(NS- Non Standard) 
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Resolution 

406/2014 That Council adopt the revised fees for the cost of printing and copying of 
documents. 
 (d) Fees and Charges 2014/2015: 
WHEREAS the revised fees and charges was prepared by Council in accordance with S402, 
S403, S404 and S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days 
since the publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or 
submissions have been received in making the revised fees and charges and in accordance 
with S501 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council adopt the revised fees and charges for 
printing and copying documents size AO to A2 for the period 20/10/14 to 30/06/15 AND 
FURTHER that Council, in setting these charges, examined the criteria detailed in S539 (What 
criteria are relevant to determining the amount charged). 
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried Unstarred 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
The following information outlines works completed from the 5th September to 3rd October 
2014. 
 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 110/2014 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby/Roads Supervisor 

 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Bourke - Hungerford Top Grade completed 

MR 421 Bourke – Cobar  Heavy Patch completed 

MR 404 Bourke - Hungerford Formation Grade Completed at Fords Bridge 

Hwy 7 south Bourke - Bogan Shoulder Grade completed 

Town Streets Shoulders completed Becker St & Narran St 
Nth Bourke 

RLR 23 Willara Top Grade in progress 

RLR 50 Mooleyarah Top Grade completed 

 
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

RLR 6 Ben Lomond Top Grade completed 

RLR 44 Janina Top Grade completed 

MR 405 Bourke - Wanaaring Top Grade completed 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Town Streets Shoulders completed Becker St & Narran St 
Nth Bourke 

MR 421 Bourke – Cobar  Heavy Patch completed 

HWY Reseals Cart Aggregate completed 

Hwy 7 south Bourke - Bogan Shoulder Grade completed 

 
4.  BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

All State Highways Pothole patching undertaken 

MR 404 Bourke - Hungerford Pothole patching 
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5.     PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried 
out 
Sporting grounds mowed 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Prepare facilities for Pony Club 
Defence Force 

Coolican Oval Mow and Maintain Oval 
Open facilities for Soccer Clinic 

Davidson Oval Mow and Maintain Oval 
Prepare ground for Little Athletics 

Central Park Skate Park-General maintenance 
Prepare Rotunda Area for Hospital 2 day event 
Prepare Rotunda for Eternity Aid 
Prepare Area for Mission Australia- Mental Health Day 

Villages Mow grounds  and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Training Nil 

 
6.     BUILDING SERVICES – Jake Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 
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7.      TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily   

Cemetery Grave 11/9 
Grave 18/9 
Grave 29/9 
Grave 30/9   

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning and rubbish removal and cleaning road side 
Water rest areas 

Staff Training Nil 

General Red sand footpaths ongoing 
Town tree pruning ongoing  
Relieve garbage truck  
Top dress Skate Park with red sand  
Pick up dirt from  reseals Becker Street  
Start pavers Wood Bros corner  
Remove abandoned trailer Rotary Park 
Poison main street pavers  
Close levee gates after fun run  
Shovel out gutters from reseals Short Street  
Remove dead pig Adelaide Street  
Clean old Pre-School yard Hope Street  
Clean fence line Mitchell Street block from needles  
Cold mix Mitchell Street footpath after accident  
Staff Annual Leave 
Gravel holes lane way of Public School  
Pick up dead cat Tarcoon Street 
Clean around pump station levee near St Ignatius  
Put sigh back on bill board Percy Hobson park 
Remove dead tree Mitchell Street footpath  
Rubbish pool  
Poison footpath Sturt street of Main Street  
Remove pine logs shire office for power plant  
Poison depot  
Weed blisters Mitchell Street  

Sundry Debtors Mower -919908  
Truck    -919909 
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8.        WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll, Plant Foreman 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

131 AY 22 KL 2008 Caterpillar 12 8000 hr service 
Repair air compressor & tappet cover oil 
leaks 
Change front hubs & circle 

137  DH 91 BK 2010 Volvo G940 Repair oil leak on motor 
Replace revolving light 

150 BV 55RE 2013 Caterpillar 12 M 1000 hr service 

25 COM 15X 2013 Mazda BT 50 Tighten heater hose 
Replace fuel tank hose 

157  Road Broom Replace brush segments 

44 R 71381 2007 Moore Roadtrain 
Dolly 

Replace rear light 

59 Z 377484 2014 Transtech Quad Axle Replace bolt in ramp pin 
Replace rubber insertion on water tank 

68 X5 08 02  2011 Moore Weld body cracks 

171 BN 04 EY 2002 Isuzu FY FVZ 14427 hrs engine service 
Rewire rear gate valve 
Repair fuel tank strap 

48 AZ 90 ZJ 2009 Freightliner CL 120 Replace trailer park light relay 
Rewire tail lights 

79 XZB 229 Freightliner Replace flasher relay 

97 YUB 427 2003 Isuzu 900 F3 Repair rear tail light wiring 

66 BQ 47 XY Isuzu D/Max 60,000 Km service 

107 73635C 2009 Kubota Replace front wheels on deck 

49 BZQ 74Z 2011 Mazda BT 50 65,000 Km Service 

18 CHP 24W 2012 Mazda BT 50 60,000 Km Service 

26 AO 79 AH Isuzu 450 180,000 Km Service 
Rewire light bar 
Clean radiator 

55 AU 97 TV 2007 Hino FG Prestige Adjust engine belts 
Repair wiring to temp sensor 
Replace pressure cleaning real on truck 
Replace leaking hydraulic hose near suction 
box 

303 COR 74R 2013 Mazda BT 50 20,000 Km service 
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9.       Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Acting Supervisor. 
           WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

River mains flushing 12 months or 
as required 

 Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 12 months or 
as required 

 Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual maintenance 12 months Completed 
2013 

ongoing 

Alignment of stop valve covers checked 12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow 
meters) 

12 months July 2015, 
Next Service 

Completed 

Reservoir cleaning 5 years 2017 Ongoing 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2016  completed 

        Water & Sewerage system planned maintenance  

ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & 
cracks) 

Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump 
inspection 

Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow 
meters) 

Annually July 2015 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2016 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

 
 

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  2014 

Main breaks repaired for 
September 

11 Sewer chokes for 
September cleared: 

15 

Annual Main  Breaks  61 Annual Sewer Chokes 89 

Raw: 9 Boundaries replaced: 1 

Potable: 2   

Year to date:  2013 water meters   

Faulty Meters replaced  0  

New Connections   4  

Total Replacements in 2012/2013  75  

Year to date:  2013/14 water meters Meters read twice yearly 

Faulty Meter replaced  98  

New Connections  0  

Total Replacements in 2013/2014  170  
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BOURKE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT EPA LICENCE COMPLIANCE  

Record of Effluent Analysis  

  

POLLUTANT 
UNIT OF 

MEASURE 

LICENCE 100 
PERCENTILE 

CONCENTRATION 
LIMIT 

May  
2014 TEST 

June 
2014 TEST 

July 
2014 TEST 

Aug 
2014 TEST 

Sept 
2014 TEST 

Oct 
2014 TEST 

Nov 
2014 TEST 

Dec  
2014 TEST 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 2 3 4 2    

pH  6.5-8.5 8.94 8.93 8.98 9.3 8.9    

Nitrogen 
(total) 

mg/L 40 8.8 9.0 7.3 5.4 7.1    

Phosphorus 
(total) 

mg/L 10 1.4 1.3 1.8 1.5 1.6    

Total 
suspended 
solids 

mg/L 65 52 56 15 33 32    

Biochemical 
oxygen 
demand 

mg/L 55 20 21 25 11 7    
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RECORD OF WATER USAGE  
For the period, 01/01/14 to 31/07/14 Council’s meters indicated the following water 
usage: 
 

Water usage for January through to December 2014:   Yearly totals for 2014 

WATER SCHEME 
ANNUAL 

ALLOCATION 
(ML) 

TOTAL 
USAGE FOR 
THE PERIOD 

(ML) 

USAGE 
YEAR TO 

DATE (ML) 

DAILY 
AVERAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

DAILY 
AVERAGE YEAR 
TO DATE (ML) 

Bourke potable  39 299 2.1 1.3 

Bourke  river 3500 244 1388 8.1 6.1 

North Bourke 
village raw 

750 
33 378 1 1.8 

 
Rainfall in Bourke for September period: 25mm (24/9/2014) 

Resolution 

407/2014That the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as 
presented to Council on Monday, 27th October 2014 be noted. 
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried Unstarred 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 210/2014 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Environmental Support Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent 
No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2011/0001/01 

Lot 3, DP 829041 
106-108 Anson Street, 
Bourke 

Construction of 10 x Self Storage 
Units 

Delegated DA 2015/0003 Lot 8, Section 77, DP 
758205 
Bourke Street, Byrock 

Construction of colour bond single 
storey dwelling and colour bond 
shed 

Delegated DA 2015/0004 Lot 3644, DP 766026 
Wilganea Stn, Bourke 

Installation of rural workers 
transportable dwelling 

 
Total value of Approved works for September 2014     =$218,800 
No. of Development Application Approvals for September 2014    = 3  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for September 2014 = 0 
 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 210/2014 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 4 0 

Seized 6 1 

Surrendered 4 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 14 1 

Euthanased 6 1 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 2 0 

Re-housed 1 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 5 0 

Total 14 1 
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Micro-chip Implantations 2 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 420 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
 

 

File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 210/2014 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for September 2014 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 25 Adults 74 

Children (2+) 90 Children (2+) 330 

Children (<2) 0 Children (<2) 0 

Pensioners 0 Pensioners 0 

School Groups 0 Total for Month 519 

 
Recommendation 

408/2014 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented 
to Council on Monday, 27th October 2014 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried  Unstarred 

 
 
 



This is the minutes for the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 27
th

 October 2014 
in the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am  

This is page 38 of 60 of the minutes for the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 
27

th
 October 2014 in the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am   

 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 310/2014 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
25th September 2014 
 The Council Meeting on Monday saw the election for Mayor and Deputy Mayor for the 
ensuing twelve months and resulted in both Mayor, Cr Andrew Lewis and Deputy Mayor, Cr 
Barry Hollman both being re-elected unopposed. 
 

 
The meeting also saw Council consider the appointments to the various Committees of 
Council and Council delegates to outside Committees. The appointed committees will in the 
main continue with the addition of Cr Dorrington being appointed an alternate delegate to 
the Rural Counselling Service. 
 

 
Council resolved that they will continue to meet on the 4th Monday of each Month as has 
been the practice for a number of years now. Council resolved to not hold a meeting in 
December this year and will bring the January Meeting forward to the 19th January 2015 as 
the 26th January is Australia Day. 
 
Council Offices, Library, Depot, Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre will close Wednesday, 24th 
December 2014 and reopen on Monday, 5th January 2015. 
 
Bourke Shire Council’s Waste Depot will be closed on the Gazetted Public Holidays and 
further information will be provided closer to the time. 
 

 
Council resolved that the Bourke Shire Council Offices, Depot, Roads & Maritime Services 
and Library will be closed on Friday, 24th October 2014 due to the Union Picnic Day. 
Council’s Waste Depot will be open as per the using operating hours.  
Council apologises for any inconvenience caused. 
 

 
Speaking of Australia Day I would like to advise that nominations are open for the 2015 
Bourke Shire Council Australia Day Awards.  
 
The awards are given in various categories to recognise the contribution by residents to our 
community in a number of ways. There are several categories and I encourage individuals 
and organisations to take the time to nominate someone who they feel is a deserving 
recipient. Don’t leave it to someone else as deserving persons may be overlooked. 
Nominations don’t close until 6th January but with many organisations in recess over the 



This is the minutes for the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 27
th

 October 2014 
in the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am  

This is page 39 of 60 of the minutes for the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 
27

th
 October 2014 in the Council Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am   

 

very fast approaching Christmas period now in the opportune time to consider your 
nominations. 
 
The categories are  

 Citizen of the year  

 Young Citizen of the year (under 25)  

 Sportsperson of the year (NOTE this can include service to sport)  

 Young sportsperson of the year (under 25)  

 Community Service through Employment Award  

 Village Community Service  

 Emergency Service Volunteer Award  
 

 
Council will be represented at the Meeting of OROC held in Dubbo today when the Office of 
Local Government Representatives will present more detail on the state Governments “Fit 
for the Future Initiative”. 
 
The meeting will be also be attended by the Minister for Local Government the Hon. Paul 
Toole MP. 
 
Members of the new Far West Organisation of Councils which is proposed to be formed will 
be participating in a teleconference on 30th September 2014. 
 
The proposed members of the Far West Organisation are Balranald, Bourke Brewarrina, 
Central Darling, Cobar Walgett and Wentworth Shires and Broken Hill City Councils. 
 
Currently Bourke, Brewarrina, Cobar and Walgett Shires are members of OROC and each 
have expressed a strong desire to remain so given the benefits derived over the past years. 
The concept on the Joint Organisation of Councils does provide at this stage for associate 
members  
 
Local Government is in a period of change and Bourke Shire Council in anxious to ensure 
that it is well aware of all proposals that are being considered and the likely impact on 
Bourke as the “fit for the Future” initiative progresses. 
 

 
The Official Opening of the skate park is scheduled for the 18th October 2014 and it is 
intended that a range of activities will be available for the young people in town on the day 
and these will be co-ordinated by the Bourke Youth Interagency Committee. 
 
With the warmer weather the grass is starting to really take hold and greening up nicely and 
should look a picture on the day. Council continues to receive positive comments in relation 
to the Skate Park and the adjoining children’s playground area. 
 
Central Park is very much a family friendly precinct. 
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The Garage Sale Trail will be held on the 25th October 2014. Why not take the opportunity 
to clear the decks of all the unwanted material cluttering your shed and homes. 
Organisations may like to take the opportunity to seek donations for a fundraiser or 
neighbours might band together to have a single garage sale. You can register online at 
www.garagesaletrail.com.au  
 

 
Council’s on –call number for Emergency Calls is 0419722055. An experienced staff member 
will take the call. 
 
If you have an EMERGENCY situation in relation to matters for which Council is responsible 
outside office hours you should use that contact number and the officer on- call will make 
an assessment on how the problem will be best addressed. 
 

 
The Mayor, Cr Andrew Lewis and I will be traveling to Thargomindah next Sunday for the 
opening of the Bullo Shire Council Administration Centre by the Deputy Prime Minister, the 
Hon. Warren Truss MP. 
 
I haven’t had the opportunity to meet with our fellow Local Government colleagues on the 
other side of the border and will look forward to catching up with them. 
 

 
The Bourke and District Spring Flower Show was held last weekend and the Back O Bourke 
Exhibition Centre took out a number of awards including:-  

 Champion Commercial Garden  

 1st Place Best New Garden 2 years and Under for the Café Area Garden  

 1st Place Best Native Garden  

 1st Place Best Low Water Usage/Low Maintenance Garden  

 2nd Place Best Rockery/Pond Area  
 
Congratulations to all the staff at the centre on ensuring that the Centre is presented to its 
best advantage and continues to be a Show piece. 
 
Annette and I entered for the first time and one of the flowers from the Grevillia trees in the 
front garden won the best spring flower in the Garden Show and I was able to capitalise on 
the work of my predecessor Geoff Wise and his wife Anne who planted the trees. 
 
Congratulations to all the winners of the various sections. 
 
The judges this year came from Wee Waa and speaking to them they were very impressed 
with the appearance of the town generally despite the dry conditions. 
 

 
 

http://www.garagesaletrail.com.au/
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The water level at the Bourke Weir is currently at 3.99 metres. Unfortunately there is no 
significant flows coming and water restriction will be introduced when the water stops 
flowing over the weir which is at around 3.98 metres. The forecast rain later this week is 
promising, let’s hope we get some significant falls. 
 

 
I was pleased to receive two very complimentary letters during the week. One related to the 
assistance given by Cathy Simpson at the library to a lady from Tasmania who was 
undertaking some family history work and was extremely happy with the information and 
services she received when she visited. 
 
The other letter was about the town generally and this letter has been forwarded to the 
Western Herald and it will hopefully be reproduced in full. The letter was very 
complimentary about the town and the residents. It is good to get the positive feedback 
from visitors because most people will take the time to point out things that are wrong 
there are much fewer who take the time to write about the positives. 
 

 
The new banners for the main street should be erected shortly. These banners have been 
funded by a number of local businesses which is indicative of the impact of having an active 
Business Group who are keen to ensure that the CBD is attractive and welcoming to both 
locals and visitors. 
 

 
The Police Remembrance Day Service will be held on Monday, 29th September 2004 at 2014 
and this National Day recognises and commemorates those Police Officers who lost their 
lives in the line of duty. 
 

 
The CEO of Western Area Health, Scott McLaughlin and his Executive team will be visiting 
Bourke later next month and Council are keen to meet with them regarding a number of 
issues concern both the Bourke Hospital and the provision of health services within the 
Shire and will be requesting a meeting with Scott and his fellow executive team members. 
 

 
2nd October 2014 
 If your club or organisation is meeting over the few weeks why not consider putting the 
2015 Australia Day Awards on the agenda. There are several categories and I encourage 
organisations to take the time to nominate someone from within the organisation or known 
to the organisation who they feel is a deserving recipient. Don’t leave it to someone else as 
deserving persons may be overlooked.  
 
Nominations don’t close until 6th January.  
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Council was represented at the meeting of OROC held in Dubbo last week by the Mayor 
Councillor Andrew Lewis and Manager of Tourism and Economic Development Phil 
Johnston. 
 
OROC have resolved to nominate themselves as one of the Pilot Joint Organisations of 
Council. Each of the delegates was to take the proposal back to their individual Councils for 
endorsement if required. 
 
The Councils who have been suggested to form a proposed Far Western Organisation also 
conducted a teleconference on Tuesday 30th September 2014 and joining them on the 
teleconference were representatives from the Office of Local Government (OLG) and the 
department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC). The Minister for Local Govern Hon. Paul Toole 
also participated and acknowledged the work done by Councils in this part of the State. 
 
A forum involving the OLG and DPC together with all the proposed members of the Far West 
Organisation will be held in Cobar in early December to further develop the concept of the 
new Far West Organisation and look at the functions that may be able to be undertaken. 
There is a considerable amount of consultation still to be undertaken and it is unlikely that a 
draft plan will be available prior to the second half of 2015. Is likely the Minister for Local 
Government Hon. Paul Toole MP and the Minister for Western New South Wales Hon. Kevin 
Humphries will be in attendance. 
 

 
The Official Opening of the skate park is scheduled for 18th October 2014 and it is intended 
that a range of activities will be available for the young people in town on the day and these 
will be co-ordinated by the Bourke Youth Interagency Committee. A visiting team of 
experienced skaters have been invited to attend and will be performing a number of their 
range of tricks. 
 
The Official Opening is scheduled for 11.00 am on the day and the action will continue into 
the afternoon. The opening will be performed by the Mayor Councillor Lewis.  
 
The Garage Sale Trail which will be held on the 25th October 2014 should be a lot of fun for 
those who are seeking a bargain buy and also provide those with a surplus of goods and 
materials stored away the opportunity to convert those goods and materials into cash. If 
you would like to register visit the website www.garagesaletrail.com.au  
 

 
The height in the Darling River at the Bourke Weir rose slightly towards the end of last week 
no doubt due to the inflow from the rain we received. However, it is unlikely that that 
inflow will continue to make any long term difference and the ongoing flows will be 
dependent on the substantial rain in the upper reaches of the catchment. The height as at 
Wednesday morning was 3.98m which is marginally above the height that will result in the 
introduction of water restrictions. There is a small rise up the river but is doubtful that we 
will see the full extent of the rise in Bourke.  
 

 

http://www.garagesaletrail.com.au/
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While on the Business House Committee they have again decided to run the Christmas 
promotion this year with all business houses pleased with the success of the 2013 
promotion. 
 
A prize of $5000.00 will again be on offer to one lucky shopper. Last year was the first 
promotion for some time and a few changes will be made to the format with the event 
schedules to be held a week earlier on the 10th December 2014. 
 
If your organisation or business, would like to participate in the promotion, or on the night, 
of the draw, they should contact Phil Johnston at Council or the Business House Group 
Chairperson David Randall. 
 
The promotion is a great way to encourage residents to shop locally remembering that the 
local businesses are extremely generous when it comes to sponsorship and donations. 
 
Support the businesses that support the town!  
 

 
The Graffiti Removal Day is scheduled for 26th October and will be coordinated locally by 
Rotary and Bourke Shire Council. 
 
Council has had an employee dedicated to the removal of graffiti around the town over the 
past few weeks and the Graffiti Removal Day will provide the opportunity to capitalise on 
the work already done. 
 
If you are part of a group who would like to be involved please contact the Council Offices.  
 

 
Councillor’s Auditors Hill Rogers Spencer Steel from Sydney arrived yesterday and will spend 
the next few days reviewing Council’s Annual Financial Reports and financial records so that 
they can issue their audit report and allow the Statements to be lodged by the due date of 
the 7th October 2014. The Audited Statements and accompanying Auditors report will be 
presented to Council at the Meeting of Council scheduled for 27th October 2014.  
 

 
Well done to the Louth Community for their fantastic fundraiser a couple of weekends ago. 
The amount of money raised was exceptional given the small community. The money raised 
is to assist those person affected by cancer so it was a very worthy cause. Congratulations to 
staff member Leanne Davis who had her head shaved as part of the event and in doing so 
raised a considerable amount of sponsorship.  
 

 
If you missed the Louth fund raiser you might like to participate in the Cancer Walk being 
coordinated by the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service. The event will be held at Davidson 
Oval on the 25th October 2014 from 2.00pm to 9.00pm  
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The Mayor Councillor Andrew Lewis, his wife Lorraine and I travelled to Thargomindah on 
Sunday for the Opening of the New Bulloo Shire Administration Centre. 
 
What a great building and certainly something from my point of view to be very envious. 
 
The opening was conducted by the Deputy Prime Minister Warren Truss MP and the local 
Federal Member, Hon. Bruce Scott Member for Maranoa and local State Member Howard 
Hobbs the Member for Warrego were also in attendance. 
 
The Mayor of Bulloo Shire “Tractor” Ferguson invited a number of other Councils to the 
opening and also took part in a meeting with the Deputy Prime Minister in relation to issues 
impacting this part of Australia. Included in those matters raised were the road network and 
funding, Telecommunications, Drought assistance and the Murray Darling Basin Plan. 
 
Mayors from Cunnamulla, Charleville, Longreach, Blackall, St. George, Thargomindah, 
Bourke and Quilpie were amongst those present along with some local business 
representatives. 
 
With a round trip of 900 kilometres plus the opening and meeting it was a long day but one 
that was worthwhile and I would like to congratulate all involved at Bulloo Shire. 
 

 
The Deputy Mayor Councillor Hollman and Manager for Roads Mark Gordon will be 
attending the National Local roads Congress which is being held this year in Tamworth. The 
Congress had its beginnings in Moree and has been held in various parts of Australia since. 
The Congress was responsible for the introduction of the Roads to Recovery funding which 
provides a significant boost to road funding for all Councils.  
 

 
With the warmer weather here I would like to remind all residents with pools, to take all 
steps possible to ensure their pool is safe this summer. 
 
If you are unsure if your pool meets the requirements please contact Council to arrange an 
inspection of their swimming pool including barriers and signage. 
 
If your pool is compliant with all the requirements of the Act and regulations, Council will 
issue you with a certificate of compliance. 
If your pool and barrier do not meet the standards, Council will advise you of the steps that 
need to be taken to ensure that your pool is safe this summer, and will issue orders and 
require a re-inspection to ensure all works have been undertaken satisfactorily whilst fees 
will apply it is a small price to pay to ensure your pool is safe. 
 
I would also remind pool owners are that all swimming pools are required to be registered. 
The registration process is quick and free, in order to register their pool, owners have to 
conduct an assessment and confirm that their pool complies with the relevant safety 
standard requirements. 
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The NSW Swimming Pool Register site www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
16th October 2014 
 
Well done to the Bourke Garden Club on another successful rose and flower show last 
Saturday. I had the opportunity to visit the display and was very impressed by the standard 
and variety of the roses that were entered in the competition. 
 
As well as individuals a number of business and organisation provide entries and it was good 
to see the wise range of names amongst the winning roses.  
 

 
Remember water restrictions are in place for both Bourke and North Bourke. 
 
The use of fixed sprinklers is limited to two hours per day either between the hours of 6.00 
am to 8.00am or 6.00.pm to 8.00pm daily. 
 
Hand held sprinklers can still be used at other times. 
 
Watering of public parks, recreational areas and sporting ovals will be varied from 
residential allocated periods to ensure as far as possible water pressure is maintained for all 
residents during the times allowed for watering under the restrictions. 
 
The cooperation of all residents in adhering to the restrictions is sought.  
 

 
The Official Opening of the skate park is scheduled for this Saturday, 18th October 2014  
 
The opening will be performed by the Mayor, Councillor Andrew Lewis  
 
The Official Opening is scheduled for 11.00am on the day and the action will continue into 
the afternoon. It should be a great day with members of the Sydney based Totem skate 
school is attendance to demonstrate their skills. 
 
A number of the agencies who provide youth services in Bourke will also be present on the 
day and it should make for a great event all around. If you are in town over the weekend 
why not drop down.  
 

 
The Garage Sale Trail will be held on the 25th October 2014. If you would like to register visit 
the website www.garagesaletrail.com.au   
 
The Graffiti Removal Day is scheduled for 26th October 2014. 
 
If you are part of a group who would like to be involved please contact the Council Offices.  

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.garagesaletrail.com.au/
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Annette and I were pleased to have eldest daughter Jaimie and eldest son Cameron visit 
over the weekend. Jaimie has been here on a number of occasions now whilst Cam was here 
for the first time. Both enjoyed the visit and the opportunity to travel out together from 
their homes in Penrith and Belmont. Being Cameron’s first visit he did not really know what 
to expect and was very impressed with the amenities the town has to offer, the greenness 
and fresh appearance of the parks plus the friendliness of the town. As part of their visit we 
travelled up Barringun and Enngonia to have a look around as well taking in all the 
attractions in and around Bourke.  
 

 
The next meeting of Council will be held on the 27th October at 9.00am in the Council 
Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street Bourke. 
 
Items for inclusion in the Business paper should be submitted to Council no later than 
4.30pm on Friday, 17th October 2014. 
 
The public forum will be scheduled for 10.00am as normal.  
 

 
Again I would appeal to all residents to ensure that they do their bit in ensuring that the 
town looks neat and tidy and this could include making sure that the nature strip outside 
their residence is maintained and that all rubbish is deposit in the bins provided throughout 
the town.  
 

 
The water storage at Byrock should have adequate water to last the village up until 
Christmas depending on the weather conditions and the amount of rain received. Residents 
are reminded of the need to conserve water usage when they can.  
 

 
News that Darling Farms is about to change hands certainly means the end of a very 
significant era in Bourke involving the Buster Family and their involvement in the 
development of the cotton and other agricultural industries in Bourke. The contribution of 
the Buster family will form an important chapter in Bourke’s History. 
 
Council also looks forward to meeting with the new owners from Moree and to welcome 
them to the district and look forward to their ongoing involvement in the town of Bourke 
and their continued input into the agricultural sector of Bourke.  
 

 
The first of the new street banners for the CBD have been erected and the remainder will be 
erected over the next two weeks when additional structures to mount the banners are 
installed. 
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The banners certainly enhance the appearance of the streetscape. The support of those 
business houses that have sponsored the banners is very much appreciated. 
 
Don’t forget to consider nominating someone for one of the categories for the 2015 Bourke 
Shire Council Australia Day Awards. 
 
Look at your neighbours, fellow club members or family and friends you will no doubt be 
able to identify several worthy nominees particularly those quite achievers.  
 

 
The Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Paul Toole MP, has agreed to meet with the 
proposed members of the Far Western Organisation of Councils next Tuesday during the 
Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) at Coffs Harbour. This 
meeting will be in addition to the meeting being convened by LGNSW President Keith 
Rhoades to detail the assistance that LGNSW will be able to provide if required. There is a 
considerable amount of work to be undertaken by all Councils in evaluating the concept of a 
Far West Organisation of Councils and the other proposed changes. 
 
Like the concept of Joint Organisations of Councils and Rural Councils there is still a lot of 
information to be clarified prior to an informed decision being made in relation to the 
concept. 
 
Bourke Shire Council on a number of occasions expressed its strong desire to stay as a 
Council as it is currently structured and retain its affiliation with the Orana Regional 
Organisation of Councils (OROC) and this continues to be Council’s stance. Council will, 
however, continue to be an active participant in all forums and meetings relating to the 
proposed Far Western Organisation so that it is conversant with all of the options being 
discussed.  
 

 
Staff from Council have been liaising with Infrastructure New South Wales (INSW) regarding 
the Walkden’s Bore Project which will see the bore connected to the water treatment plant 
through funding made available from the Water Security for Regions Project. INSW will be 
working with Council during the construction phase and are responsible for the project and 
funding arrangements.  
 

 
The Remembrance Day Ceremony in Bourke will be held in Central Park at the Cenotaph on 
the 11th November. Anyone who is intending to attend the Ceremony is asked to be at the 
cenotaph by 10.45am.  
 

 
The October meeting will see the consideration of tenders for the construction of the new 
Bridge over the Cuttaburra. Council is pleased with the interest shown in the project with a 
good response being received.  
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The drought situation continues to impact on the entire community with most of the shire 
in urgent need of substantive rainfall. Over the past few months there have been visits to 
the north west of State by the Premier of New South Wales, Hon. Mike Baird MP, Federal 
Treasurer Hon. Joe Hockey, State Minister for Primary Industries, Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson 
MP. and Federal Agriculture Minister Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP. However, to date no 
additional assistance has been announced. Whilst very appreciative of the fact that those 
politicians have taken the time to see for themselves the plight of the landowners in the far 
north west of the state it was hoped the visits may have been the catalyst for additional 
funding being made available. 
 
Mayor Councillor Andrew Lewis has played an active role in seeking recognition at all levels 
of government that the drought conditions have prevailed for some time and that there is 
an urgent need for assistance for those landowners affected.  
 

 
Council is currently finalising grant applications for a variety of grants for which it is eligible 
including funding from the $32.5 million dollars from the structural readjustment funding. 
This funding was made available to New South Wales to assist communities to counter the 
impacts of the Murray Darling Basin Plan.  
 

 
Council will be meeting with the Chief Executive of Western New South Wales District 
Health Scott McLachlan in Bourke on the 23rd October 2014 to discuss a range of issues 
relating to the provision of health services within the Shire. Mr. McLachlan will be 
accompanied to Bourke by a number of his executive team.  
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager 
 
Resolution 

409/2014 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 27th October 2014 be noted. 
Moved Cr Brown   Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 410/2014 Library Report 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the months September 2014 are presented for your information: 

 
1. Circulation statistics for September 2014: 

 

Audio Visual 353 

Adult Fiction 250 

Non-Fiction 113 

Junior Fiction 171 

Magazines 87 

Interlibrary Loans 3 

Total 977 

 
 
 During the same period in 2013, the figures were as follows: 
 

Audio Visual 312 

Adult Fiction 266 

Non-Fiction 161 

Junior Fiction 254 

Magazines 68 

Interlibrary Loans 1 

Total 1062 

 
 

2. Other statistical information: 
 

New Members 9 

Internet/Word Processing 138 

Wireless Tickets 3 

Number of Visitors 2790 

Scans 6 

Information Requests 74 

Faxes 18 

Technical Assistance 5 
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During the same period in 2013, the figures were as follows: 
 

New Members 12 

Internet/Word Processing 106 

Wireless Tickets 4 

Number of Visitors 1805 

Scans 62 

Information Requests 30 

 
Jodie Hatch 
Library Manager 
 
Resolution 

410/2014 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Department 
Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 27th October 2014. 
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried Unstarred 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 510/2014 BOBEC and VIC September 2014 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
Improvements in visitation have continued to the visitors centre for September with now almost 
29,000 visitors through the doors this calendar year. The timing of school holidays and the continued 
good weather has meant a strong end to the season with early indications this trend will move into 
early October. 
 
As outlined at the previous Council meeting while the number of visitors have increased the 
numbers through each of the attractions has been slightly down or the same as last year. This trend 
is highlighted in visitation to the Exhibition Centre and the Jandra. Further analysis of this trend is 
occurring at present. 
 
Graph below showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
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Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 
 

Month 2011 2012 2013 2014 

January  448 560 325 

February  157 397 271 

March 810 570 1500 1051 

April 2507 2044 3103 3146 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 

October 2674 3067 2383  

November 1012 930 789  

December 386 347 254  
 
 

Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
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Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

January  154 113 154 110 55 

February  139 60 44 60 76 

March  304 312 207 373 271 

April 551 925 807 732 778 699 

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 801 

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 1053 

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 964 

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 822 

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 770 

October 1259 1325 861 556 601  

November 320 512 292 136 212  

December 180 182 108 65 65  
 

Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 

 
We have recently had a visit from a travel photographer who is in the process with helping 
to update much of the imagery we utilise to promote the region. 
 
Staff have also recently undertaken additional training in the area of customer service which 
helps to maximise the experience to visitors as they come into the information centre. 
 
Planning for the summer break is well underway with the Jandra now operating on a 
reduced roster and the Exhibition Centre about to reduce its opening hours to six days. 
 
Councillors should also be aware that the Captain of the PV Jandra has resigned from his 
position and will be moving with his family to take up other opportunities. The last regular 
cruising day for the Jandra will be Friday, 31st October the Planning for a replacement is 
underway.   

 
 

Month 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February 25 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  Not Cruising 

March 213 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 64 

April Not Cruising 1008 519 442 980 

May 1325 932 1035 894 1123 

June 1459 1241 1003 984 890 

July 1578 1386 1238 1300 1059 

August 1165 1186 640 1194 1041 

September 1429 1411 1459 1215 900 

October 188 1085 760 830  

November Not Cruising Not Cruising 423 403  

December Not Cruising Not Cruising 180 20  

Total 7382 8249 7257 7282  
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Resolution  

411/2014 That Council note the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s 
Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 27th October 2014. 
Moved Cr Brown  Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried Unstarred 

 
Resolution 

412/2014 That letters of appreciation be sent to Richard Stutsbury and the Manager of 
Tourism and Development, Phil Johnston for their contribution in towards the success of 
the skate park. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 

 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 

OPEN FORUM 

 
9.55am 

413/2014 Council suspended Standing Orders to conduct Open Forum. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
John Thompson – Jury Duty 
Phillip Parnaby – Proposed Race Meeting in Bourke Easter Sunday 2015 
 
Update from Inspector Tim Chinn and Detective Sargent Vince Nicholls, Darling River Local 
Area Command. 
 
11.06am 

414/2014 Council resumed Standing Orders. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
 

 
 
 
 

Council Meeting, 27th October 2014  
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: T3.1,T3.11 

Report: 118/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- RFT/Contract Number 1301160 - Mertin Street 
Well 

Responsible Officer: Manager Works - Peter Brown 

 
Tendering procedures were carried out in accordance with Council’s policy.  A tender 
Evaluation System has been applied during the tender review process.  Council’s policy is 
that it will accept the offer most advantageous to it.  In deciding which offer is most 
advantageous, Council will have regard for the procurement principles and all offers will be 
evaluated on appropriate selection criteria. 
 
Resolution 

415/2014 That the report is considered in Closed Session in accordance with provisions of 
Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 as it involves commercial 
information of a confidential nature that  if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of 
the person that supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 

 

File No: T3.1,T3.11 

Report: 121/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- Mertin Street well, Project Management 

Responsible Officer: Manager Works- Peter Brown 

 
Tendering procedures were carried out in accordance with Council’s policy.  A tender 
Evaluation System has been applied during the tender review process.  Council’s policy is 
that it will accept the offer most advantageous to it.  In deciding which offer is most 
advantageous, Council will have regard for the procurement principles and all offers will be 
evaluated on appropriate selection criteria. 
 
Resolution 

416/2014 That the report considered in Closed Session in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 1993as it involves commercial 
information of a confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 
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File No: B6.1, B6.1, T3.1, T3.28 

Report: 122/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- Cuttaburra No 3 Bridge Tender 07/15 

Responsible Officer: Manager Works- Mark Gordon 

  
Tendering procedures were carried out in accordance with Council’s policy.  A tender 
Evaluation System has been applied during the tender review process.  Council’s policy is 
that it will accept the offer most advantageous to it.  In deciding which offer is most 
advantageous, Council will have regard for the procurement principles and all offers will be 
evaluated on appropriate selection criteria. 
 
Resolution 

417/2014 That the subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 
10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 

 

 

File No: P3.4 

Report: 123/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- Tender 04/15 Prime Mover 

Responsible Officer: Manager Roads- Mark Gordon 

 
Tendering procedures were carried out in accordance with Council’s policy.  A tender 
Evaluation System has been applied during the tender review process.  Council’s policy is 
that it will accept the offer most advantageous to it.  In deciding which offer is most 
advantageous, Council will have regard for the procurement principles and all offers will be 
evaluated on appropriate selection criteria. 

 
Resolution 

418/2014 That the subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 
10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT- CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

 

File No: W2.2.9.1 

Report: 359/2014 CONFIDENTIAL –  Potential Strategic Land Purchase 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

 
The report should be considered in closed session in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act as it involves commercial information of a 
confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the commercial position of the person 
that supplied it. 
 
Resolution 

419/2014 That the report considered in closed session in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act as it involves commercial information 
of a confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the commercial position of the 
person that supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 

 

 

File No: V1.6 

Report: 510/2014 CONFIDENTIAL – Electricity Supply North Bourke Residential 

Responsible Officer: Manager Tourism and Development 

 
The report should be considered in closed session in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act as it involves commercial information of a 
confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the commercial position of the person 
that supplied it. 
 
Resolution 

420/2014 That the report considered in closed session in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act as it involves commercial information 
of a confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the commercial position of the 
person that supplied it. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   
 Carried 
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CLOSED SESSION 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), the public were invited to make representations to the 
Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting should be 
closed to consider the identified, being reports 118/2014 - Mertin Street Well, – 121/2014 
– Mertin Street Sewer Well Project Management, – 122/2014 - Cuttaburra No 3 Bridge 
Tender 07/15, 123/2014 – Tender 04/15 Prime Mover, - 359/2014 Potential Strategic Land 
Purchase, - 510/2014 – Electricity Supply North Bourke Residential. 
 
No members of the public made representation 
 
Resolution 

421/2014 
1. That Council resolve into Closed Council to consider business identified, together 

with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media 

and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as 
outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 

Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Resolution 

422/2014 That Council move out of Closed Council and into open Council 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The resolutions passed by Council while the meeting was closed to the public were read to 
the meeting by the Mayor and were as follows 
 
Resolution 

423/2014 That Council accept the revised Tender of $1,330,000 (excl GST) from AJ Lucas 
Engineering and Constructions P/L to complete the upgrade to the Mertin Street Pump 
Station. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
 
 
 
 
Resolution 
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424/2014 That Council appoint the NSW Public Works as the Project Manager for the 
reconstruction of the Mertin Street Sewer Well with the General Manager to negotiate 
final details in relation to the contract.  
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 

 
Resolution 

425/2014 That council accepts the tender from Murray Constructions for the design and 
construction of the Cuttaburra No 3 bridge for $451,022 (incl GST). 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
Resolution 

426/2014 That Council purchase the Western Star Constellation 48FS2 from Thompson 
Truck Sales Narrabri for $244,961.33 and go to Auction with Council’s Freightliner prime 
mover Plant 79 in anticipation of receiving a better return value. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 

 
Resolution 

427/2014 That Council take no further action in relation to the proposed acquisition of 
land as detailed in the report. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 

 
Resolution 

428/2014 That Country Powerline Constructions be awarded the contract to supply the 
backbone power infrastructure required for the residential development at North Bourke. 
The supply price is $62,579.00 (ex GST) based on the plans supplied by Energy Serve 
labelled 10768A issue C. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 

 
Resolution 

429/2014 That Council approach the Local Member, Kevin Humphries and The Hon. Jillian 
Skinner, Minister for Health regarding the reestablishment of the Birthing Unit at Bourke 
District Hospital and other issues. 
Moved Cr Brown   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.03pm 


