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PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors  19/01 16/02 23/03 27/04 6/05 
Extraordinary 

25/05 22/06 27/07 24/08 28/09 26/10 23/11 

Cr Andrew 
Lewis  

 
 
 
 

 
9.38am  

 
        

Cr Robert 
Stutsel  

AP    
        

Cr Victor 
Bartley  

    
        

Cr Sally 
Davis  

 
 

9.04am 
 

9.05am  
 

AP 
       

Cr Cec 
Dorrington  

    
        

Cr Lachlan 
Ford  

AP    
        

Cr Barry 
Hollman  

AP  
 

Chair  
        

Cr Jack 
Bennett  

AP    
AP        

Cr Sarah 
Brown  

    
        

Cr Stuart 
Johnson  

 AP   
        

 
Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager Corporate Services 

Phil Johnston Manager Tourism Development 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Cr Dorrington opened the meeting with a prayer. 
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APOLOGIES 

 
The General Manager advised that apologies were received from Cr Davis and Cr Bennett. 
 

Resolution 

145/2015 Apologies were received from Cr Davis and Cr Bennett and leave of absence be 
granted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
A Declaration of Interest was previously received for the meeting of Wednesday, 6th May 2015 
from Cr Stutsel in relation to the report 502/2015 the Tender for Management of the Bourke War 
Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool. 
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MANAGER OF TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

4.55pm Cr Stutsel declared and interest and left the meeting 
 

File No: S10.1 – S10.2 – T3.1 – T3.8 

Report: 502/2015 CONFIDENTIAL-  
Bourke War Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool Tender 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston - Manager of Tourism and Development 

  
Resolution  

146/2015 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) 
(i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 

Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a) and section and 10A (2) (b), the public were 
invited to make representations to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to 
whether the meeting should be closed to consider the identified, being reports 502/2015 - 
CONFIDENTIAL- Bourke War Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool Tender and CONFIDENTIAL- Fit For 
the Future Update. 
 

No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution  

147/2015 
1. That Council resolve into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with 

any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and 

public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is 
classified confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from 
access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 
1993. 

Moved Cr Hollman     Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
 

Resolution at 5.14pm 

148/2015 That Council move out of Closed Council and into open Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The resolution passed by Council while the meeting was closed to the public were read to the 
meeting by the Mayor and was as follows 
 
Resolution  

149/2015 That the Management of the Bourke Memorial Olympic Pool Complex Contract 10/15 
be awarded to LOWMAC Enterprises Pty Ltd at a price of $87,272 per year for a period of three 
(3) years from the 1st of July 2015 and under the terms outlined within contract 10/15 clause 
6.1.3. 

 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

  

File No: L8.33 

Report: 322/2015 Update on “Fit for the Future” and Involvement of IPART in the 
Assessment Process 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
5.16pm Cr Stutsel returned to the meeting 
 
Background: 
As reported at the meeting of Council held on the 27th May 2015 the Premier of NSW, the Hon 
Mike Baird MP has requested the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal to act as the Expert 
Advisory Panel to review the “fit for the Future Proposal” required to be lodged by all Councils 
with the exception of the eight (8) Councils who are to form the Far Western Initiative. A copy of 
the Press Release and the Terms of Reference are attached 
 
All Councils with the exception of those earmarked to be part of the Far Western Initiative 
(including Bourke) are required to put together a “Fit for the Future” proposal by 30th June 2015. 
 
Shortly after the announcement of the fact that IPART were going to undertake the role of the 
Expert Advisory Panel IPART released a consultation paper discussion paper entitled 
“Methodology for Assessment of Council Fit for the Future Proposals’. 
 
A copy is attached to this report. 
 
 A seminar hosted by IPART to discuss their consultation paper will be held in Dubbo on the 15th 
May and we will be represented 
 
There are three templates that are able to be completed 

1. Merger Template 
2. Improvement Template 
3. Rural Council Template 
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Council has resolved as follows 
 

1. That Council progress the preparation of a “Fit for the Future Proposal” 
2. That Council continue to evaluate the concept of the Far Western Initiative and 

have an active input to the ongoing development of the concept. 
3. That Council continue to evaluate the concept of a Rural Council and its suitability 

or otherwise the Bourke Shire Council. 
4. That Council maintain its involvement in the Outback Shires Alliance and actively 

encourage an increased role for the Alliance. 
5. That Council seek confirmation from Brewarrina Shire Council in relation to their 

stance on the recommendation of the Independent Local Government Review 
panel. 

 
In February 2015 Council resolved that the Template to be used by Bourke in the preparation of 
any submission would be the Rural Council Template. 
 
The indications are that the Rural Council Template will be assessed a little more liberally than the 
template 2. 
 
Brewarrina Shire Council has indicated that they do not want to consider the merger or shared 
administration options proposed by the Independent Local Government Review Panel. 
  
Current Situation 
Some work has commenced on Template 3 however, there is a considerable amount of work to do 
and this would be structured on ensuring that the methodology as detailed by IPART are taken 
into consideration. 
 
 Staff will have the opportunity to further evaluate the requirements of the “Fit for the Future” 
submission following a review of the Consultation Paper released by IPART.  
 
At this point in time none of the other seven (7) Councils in the Far Western Initiative intend to 
proceed with the preparation of a submission and are awaiting the outcome of the development 
of the Far Western Initiative.  
 
Cobar Shire Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 23 April 2015 considered a Report on Fit for the 
Future and Joint Organisations of Councils Considerations and subsequently resolved as follows: 
1.   That Cobar Shire Council not make a Fit for the Future Council Improvement Proposal 

Submission unless the need arises in the future. 
2.   That Cobar Shire Council continue to be involved in the discussions and processes in the 

development of the Far West Initiative to ensure that a model is found that benefits Cobar 
Shire with improved government and non-government services and to increase the 
sustainability of Cobar Shire Council. 

3.   That no decision be made yet on whether Cobar Shire Council is to be part of the OROC Joint 
Organisation or proposed Western NSW Joint Organisation as proposed by the Western 
Division Councils of NSW.  

 
This may be an option to be considered by Bourke Shire Council. 
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Financial Implications: 
The Local Government Reform process has the potential to have wide ranging implications on 
Bourke Shire Council and the community. The Intent of the Far Western Initiative is to improve 
Service delivery and if this were to be achieved it could have a very positive impact on Bourke and 
District 
 
Recommendation 
1. That Council be represented at the IPART seminar relating to their proposed assessment 

methodology to be held in Dubbo on the 15th May 2015 
2. That a further Report be submitted to Council at the May Meeting. 
3. That preliminary work on the “Fit for the Future” Submission continue to be undertaken 

at this stage. 
 
Resolution  

150/2015 
1. That Council be represented at the IPART seminar relating to their proposed assessment 

methodology to be held in Dubbo on the 15th May 2015 
2. That a further Report be submitted to Council at the May Meeting. 
Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 

PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D5.1-D5.2 

Report: 907/2015 Community Contribution - Rural Doctors Network (RDN) 

Responsible Officer: Melanie Lewis, Project Officer, Education & Training  
NSW Rural Doctors Network (RDN) 

 
Requesting Council contribute the amount of $3,000 toward the cost of administration expenses 
for the RDN to sponsor a two-week medical student placement in Bourke. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 

 
Resolution 

151/2015 That Council receive the correspondence regarding the Community Contribution - Rural 
Doctors Network (RDN). 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed 5.27pm
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