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MINUTES - BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 20th FEBRUARY 2012 

 

PRESENT 

 
C12.1 

 

 

Staff  

Geoff Wise General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Bruce Gray Manager Town Services – Flood Report Update 

Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

Phil Johnston Manager of Tourism & Development 

Kai Howard Executive Assistant/Minutes 

   

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following: 
 
 Greg Wright 
 Paul Knight 

Peter Howchin 
 Gary Honeyman 
 Gordon Priestley 
 
 
 
 

Councillors 16/01 20/02 26/03 28/04 28/05 18/06 23/07 27/08 24/09 22/10 26/11 

Cr Andrew Lewis            

Cr Robert Stutsel AP           

Cr Victor Bartley            

Cr Olga Collis-McAnespie            

Cr Sally Davis   
9.11am  

         

Cr Cec Dorrington            

Cr Lachlan Ford            

Cr Barry Hollman AP           

Cr John Holmes  AP          

Cr Wal Mitchell  
9.28am 

          
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APOLOGIES 

 

47/2012 Council resolved to accept the apology from Cr Holmes and that leave be 
granted. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie  Carried 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 
16/02/2012 Ordinary Meeting of Council 

17/02 Dinner Meeting with Kevin Humphries & Ross O’Shea 

23/01 Interviews for the position of Manager of Environmental Services 

25/01 Dinner with the Australia Day Representative Steve Mortimer 

26/01 Australia Day Celebrations at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

27/01 Meeting with Minister for Western NSW, Kevin Humphries, Federal Minister, 
Mark Coulton, representatives from the Ombudsman’s Office, Councillors, 
General Manager & Staff 

02/02 Interviews for the position of Back O’ Bourke Café Operator 

05/02 Attended the Western Districts Swimming Championships 

08/02 Traffic, Roads & Town Committee Meetings  

15/02 Meeting in Bourke to discuss stock grid issues with rate payers 

17/02 Met with Commissioner of Emergency Services & Staff from Minister’s office, 
Local Emergency Personnel & Council Staff at airport - Discussions held on 
coming flood and recovery  

 

 Congratulations to Dwayne Willoughby on being appointed to the position of 
Manager of Environmental Services & Development 

 Thanks to our Australia Day Ambassador, Steve Mortimer 

 Congratulations to all recipients of Australia Day Awards, especially to Stan 
Douglas the recipient of the Citizen of the Year Award 

 I would also like to thank Cr Wal Mitchell for his commitment to Bourke Shire 
over his lifetime. As you are aware we have named the area at the Wharf in his 
honour “The Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct” 

 Congratulations to Kristie Smiles on being appointed to the position of Back O’ 
Bourke Café Operator. 

 

48/2012 Council resolved that the information in the Mayoral Minute be noted. 
Moved Cr Lewis   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

9.11am Cr Davis 
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STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
Resolution  

49/2012 Council resolved to approve the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Council 
meeting on Monday, 20th February 2012. 
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

50/2012 Council resolved to approve the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held 
on Monday, 16th January 2012 as a true and correct record. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 

Month/Year Meeting 
Date 

Reason 

2012   

February  20th  Council Meeting – 3rd Monday  

 26th-28th  Western Division Shires AGM 

March 26th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

April 6th April  Good Friday 

 9th  Easter Monday 

 23rd   Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

 25th  ANZAC Day 

May 5th  Bourke P&A Show 

 28th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

June 11th  Queen’s Birthday 

 18th  Council Meeting - 3rd  Monday to allow for end of year 
finance reporting 

July 23rd  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

August  27th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

September 8th  Council Elections 

 24th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

October 1st  Labour Day 

 22nd   Council Meeting - 4th Monday 

November 26th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday Merged with December 
Meeting 

December 25th  Christmas Day 

 26th  Boxing Day 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 16TH JANUARY 2012 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action complete 
   

GM   General Manager  
  MCS  Manager Corporate Services 
  MES  Manager Environmental Services 
  MTD  Manager Tourism & Development 
  MTS  Manager of Town Services 
  MRS  Manager of Road Services 
  MW&WWS Manager of Water & Waste Water Services 
   
387/2008 – Nine Day Fortnight 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 

Original Resolution 303/2007 - Closely monitor 
Nine Day Fortnight for a six month period on its 
performance 

Industrial review continuing 

 
72/2010 - Town Committee Minutes – Poets Corner 
Responsible Officer: MTS 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 

Plaques to be fixed and sign for Poets Corner at 
the present site from current budget. 

 Signage to be installed 
 

 
468/2010 - Funding Grant to Undertake a Review of the Future Water Supply Options for 
Bourke 
Responsible Officer: MW&WWS 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 

A regular pattern of depth measurements of sites 
in the Bourke weir pond at 4 metres to be carried 
out. 

 Weir must cease to flow to allow 
accurate results 

 Ongoing 

 
196/2011 – Proposed Council Properties to be Prepared for Sale 
Responsible Officer: MES/MT&D 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Strategy be developed and brought back to 
Council on the progressive disposal of these 
properties 

In Progress 
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316/2011 – Town Committee Draft Minutes 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

 Negotiate title adjustments for the 
Bowling Club with the Crown Lands 
Department and initiate relevant 
processes 

 BBC be invited to lodge a Development 
Application for the project to facilitate 
public consultation 

 Have met with Bourke Bowling 
Club 

 
 

 Timetable for lodgement of DA 
discussed 

 Awaiting next meeting to finalise 
exact location of toilets 

 
400/2011 – Multi Tyre Roller 
Responsible Officer: MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

 Sell Multi tyre roller plant 154 outright  

 Reserve the funds until the trial of the hired 
roller is completed in March 2012 

Proceeding 

 
423/2011 – Purchase of Old Ambulance Station 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Write to the NSW Treasurer requesting that the 
Old Ambulance Station be transferred to Bourke 
Shire Council at no cost, and that letters of 
support for this action be written to Local 
Member Honourable Kevin Humphries and the 
Minister for Health 

Correspondence has been received from 
Minister, awaiting determination  

 
450/2011 – Delivering Fuel to Council Fuel Trailers 
Responsible Officer: MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

 Purchase the 6,000 litre demountable 
tank through Council’s 2011/2012 Plant 
Replacement Program 

 pursue negotiations with Regional 
Procurement to purchase a 60,000 litre 
diesel tank to store at Council’s depot 
under an amortise agreement 

Underway 
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511/2011 – Fire Damage to Council Property and Community Concern Meeting 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Costings be tabled at the next Town Committee 
Meeting in regards to the 2006 Community 
Safety Audit  

Discussed at Town Committee Meeting on 
8th February 2012  

 
516/2011 – Lease of Land to Riverside Motel Mitchell Street Bourke 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Approved by Council, subject to: 

 the applicant agreeing to a 10 year lease, 
with a mutually agreeable termination clause  

 that legal documents be drawn at the 
developers expense and  

 that fencing in keeping with the surrounds 
be erected, and  

 that an annual lease fee be $100 

In progress 

 
540/2011 – Town Committee Meeting Minutes held on Wednesday 9th November 2011 
Responsible Officer: MTS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Report be taken back to the next Town 
Committee Meeting involving a business case for 
tree removal and replacement 

Discussed at Town Committee Meeting on 
8th February 2012  

 
541/2011 – Review of Policies 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Flags Policy 1.12.5(v3) to be taken to the next  
Town Committee for further discussion 

Discussed at Town Committee Meeting on 
8th February 2012  

 
 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in the Council Chamber at 
9.05am 

This is page 8 of 67 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.05am 

 

561/2011 – Development of Industrial Subdivision 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council agreed: 

 to agree in principle to the further 
development of the airport subdivision. 

 that staff proceed to prepare a 
Development Application for submission. 

 to call expressions of interest for the 
purchase and development of lots at the 
airport subdivision for a 3 month period. 

 to endorse the proposed funding model 
for the development to proceed on the 
basis of full cost recovery to Council at 
approximately 66% of the developed area 
being sold. 

In progress 
 
Further report to February Meeting 
 
Expression of Interest closes on 28th 
February 2012 

 
10/2012 – DA2012/0001 – Eight (8) Lot Industrial Subdivision 
LOT 101 DP 1049207 
8-22 Peter Bryant Way, North Bourke 
Responsible Officer: A/MENV 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Approach the NSW Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure in relation to amendment of the 
land use matrix to allow dwellings where ancillary 
to development of an industrial business within 
the IN1 General Industrial Zone proposed for the 
subject land 

NSW Dept/Planning contracted in process 
to change land use Matrix 

 
13/2012 – Public Exhibition of LEP 
Responsible Officer: A/MENV 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Amend Resolution 334/2011 such that Council 
exhibits the draft Bourke Local Environmental 
Plan, draft Bourke Shire Strategy and draft 
Bourke Development Control Plan for a period of 
up to 3 months to commence as soon as 
practicable after receipt of the section 65 
Certificate from the Department of Planning and 
Infrastructure 

Action taken 
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15/2012 – Motion to Western Division Shires Conference Re: Preference For Local 
Contractors Undertaking Public Building Construction 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Motions be submitted to the Western Group of 
Shires Annual Conference to be held at Broken 
Hill from 26th to 28th February 2012: 
“The Western Group of Shires Annual Conference 
write to the respective Ministers in the  NSW and 
Commonwealth Governments requesting that 
they introduce a preferential weighting factor in 
to Government Contracts for local tradespeople 
& trade suppliers in the Western Division of NSW 
to tender for public building constructions as an 
ideal strategy for the Government to support 
regional development and to assist in the 
securing and maintaining locally based 
tradespeople & suppliers across the remote 
communities in the Western Division of NSW”. 

Motions sent to Western Group of Shires 

 
17/2012 – December 2011-January 2012 Flooding in Darling River 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Urgently seek a declaration of Natural Disaster 
status for the current flood based on the 
similarity of levels and inundation of last 
summer’s flood and the result and damaged 
caused at that time 

Optimistic of receiving a favourable 
response shortly  

 
28/2012 – Western Division Conference 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cr Mitchell, Cr Davis and 
General Manager attend the Western Division 
Conference to be held in Broken Hill from 26th 
February 2012. 

Noted 
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29/2012 – National Broadband Network Rollout & Mobile Phone Coverage 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Reply to Minister Conroy outlining the failures in 
the current system as exemplified by the ability 
to install a service in an isolated community of 
Louth for the one race day per year to satisfy a 
betting service yet they cannot leave the facility 
for the whole year to service the people residing 
in the isolated community 

Letter sent 

 
Resolution  

51/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the Business Arising as presented to 
Council on Monday, 20th February 2012 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No: A2.1-O1.1 

Report: 308/2012 Disadvantaged Communities: the Need to do Things Differently 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Summary: 

 Council convened a meeting on 27th January 2012 to discuss the broad topic of 
“Disadvantaged Communities: the need to do things differently” in the combined 
presence of representatives of three tiers of Government.   

 The purpose of the meeting was to all hear and share potential new directions in 
addressing social reforms. 

 Constructive frank discussions and proposed actions in changes to service delivery 
and accountability of responsibilities were generally well received. 

 
Background: 
Attendance: 

 Mark Coulton, Member for Parkes (local Federal Member) 

 Hon Kevin Humphries, Minister for Western NSW (local State Member) 

 Mayor A. Lewis and Deputy Mayor B Stutsel 

 Bourke Shire Cr John Holmes, Cr Barry Hollman, Cr Wal Mitchell, Cr Victor Bartley 

 Julianna Demetrius and Steve Kinmond, NSW Ombudsman’s Office 

 Superintendent Michael Thomas 

 Alistair Ferguson, Chair, Bourke Community Working Party 

 Bourke Shire Council Senior Managers Geoff Wise, Leonie Brown, Phil Johnston, 

Mark Gordon, Dwayne Willoughby 

 Anne Crossing (K Humphries staff) and Robyn Coulton (Mark Coulton’s wife) 

Broad Agenda: 

 Report and recommendations relating to a trip to Northern Queensland in August 

2011 by Julianna, Mick and Alistair 

 Discussion of the key matters arising from recent Reports by the Ombudsman 

 Opportunities “to do things differently” in Bourke Community 

History: 

 In December 2010 the NSW Ombudsman issued a report titled “Inquiry into service 

provision to the Bourke and Brewarrina communities”. 

 In March 2011 the newly elected State Government has committed to improve the 

effectiveness of service delivery by State Agencies. 

 In July – August 2011 a small group toured Northern Queensland to explore 

different service delivery models. 

 In October 2011 the NSW Ombudsman issued a report titled “Addressing Aboriginal 

disadvantage: the need to do things differently”. 
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 At a formal session of the NSW Standing Committee on State Development held in 

Parkes on 3rd November 2011, Bourke Mayor and General Manger represented the 

Orana Regional Organisation of Councils.  The Inquiry focused significantly on social 

and demographic issues across western NSW, and favourable references were made 

to the reports by the NSW Ombudsman.  The Inquiry was told that at least for 

western communities, once the percentage of indigenous people in the population 

gets above a certain threshold, suggested at about 20%, we are no longer dealing 

with “Disadvantaged Aboriginals: the need to do things differently”, but rather we 

should be dealing with “Disadvantaged Communities: the need to do things 

differently”. 

 At the monthly meeting of Bourke Shire Council held on 28th November 2011, 

Council resolved to write to the NSW Ombudsman offering Council agreement with 

the findings in the Ombudsman’s report and request that an update be provided to 

Bourke Shire Council on the progress being made by the Ministerial Taskforce for 

Aboriginal Affairs on implementing the suggested changes. Copy of Council Minutes 

attached). 

 Council has also requested that a meeting be arranged involving local 

representatives from the three tiers of Government to receive a report of the tour 

to northern Queensland. 

Recommendations: 

 Council resolves to write to Mark Coulton, Member for Parkes, seeking that he 
invite the Hon Jenny Macklin, MP, Minister for Families, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs to visit Bourke to hear first-hand the issues we face, and to 
demonstrate Bourke’s commitment to work as a united community with the 
Commonwealth and State Governments to implement changes consistent with the 
matters foreshadowed in the two Ombudsman Reports titled “Inquiry into service 
provision to the Bourke and Brewarrina communities” and “Addressing Aboriginal 
disadvantage: the need to do things differently”. 

 Council resolves to write to Mark Coulton, Minister Humphries, the 

representatives of NSW Ombudsman’s Office and to Alistair Ferguson thanking 

them for their contributions to the meeting arranged by Council on 27th January, 

2012, and advise that Council is willing to work closely with all parties to progress 

responsible changes. 
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Resolution 

52/2012 Council resolved  

 to write to Mark Coulton, Member for Parkes, seeking that he invite the Hon Jenny 
Macklin, MP, Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs to 
visit Bourke to hear first-hand the issues we face, and to demonstrate Bourke’s 
commitment to work as a united community with the Commonwealth and State 
Governments to implement changes consistent with the matters foreshadowed in 
the two Ombudsman Reports titled “Inquiry into service provision to the Bourke 
and Brewarrina communities” and “Addressing Aboriginal disadvantage: the need 
to do things differently”. 

 Council resolved to write to Mark Coulton, Minister Humphries, the 

representatives of NSW Ombudsman’s Office and to Alistair Ferguson thanking 

them for their contributions to the meeting arranged by Council on 27th January, 

2012, and advise that Council is willing to work closely with all parties to progress 

responsible changes. 

 Council resolved to emphasise the necessity for effective local income 

management for families identified as needing assistance. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: C2.3.1 

Report: 309/2012 Australia Day Award Winners 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
2012 Australia Day Awards Ceremony showcased the outstanding community members that 
help to make up the great community of Bourke. Congratulations to the following people for 
their contributions to their community which made them deserving award winners:- 
 
Citizen of the Year:      Stan Douglas 
Young Citizen of the Year:    Jacob Randall 
Sportsperson of the Year:    Richard McLean 
Young Sportsperson of the Year:    Clare Lienesch 
Service to the Community through Employment:  Sharon Knight 
Emergency Services Volunteer of the Year:  Steve Walsh 
Villages Community Services:    Bruce Hughston 
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Resolution  

53/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the 2012 Australia Day Award 
Winners Report as presented to Council on Monday, 20th February 2012, including the 
following awards: 
Citizen of the Year:       Stan Douglas 
Young Citizen of the Year:     Jacob Randall 
Sportsperson of the Year:     Richard McLean 
Young Sportsperson of the Year:     Clare Lienesch 
Service to the Community through Employment:   Sharon Knight 
Emergency Services Volunteer of the Year:   Steve Walsh 
Villages Community Services:     Bruce Hughston 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 
9.26am - Cr Mitchell declared an interest and left the Chambers 
 

File No: C2.3.1 

Report: 310/2012 Recognition of Cr Wal Mitchell  

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 During Closed Session of the Council Meeting of 16th January 2012, Council resolved 
to honour Councillor Mitchell for his massive contributions to Council and the 
Bourke and western communities over many years, by dedicating the wharf and 
surrounding areas as the Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct”. 

 Council further agreed to announce this honour at the Australia Day Awards 
ceremony. 

 Councillor Mitchell left the Council meeting during the period of discussion relating 
to this resolution. 

Citation for Councillor Mitchell 
At the Australia Day Ceremony held at the Back o’ Bourke Exhibition Centre on 26th January 
2012, in the presence of Australia Day Ambassador Steve Mortimer OAM, Mayor Andrew 
Lewis read the following citation in honour of Councillor Mitchell: 

 
“SPECIAL COMMUNITY AWARD and RECOGNITION 

Before concluding the official award presentations, I would like to break from the program to 
make particular mention of one special citizen not yet mentioned.  
 
This person has been a long time supporter of the back country and thoroughly deserved of 
our recognition.  
 
I would ask that Councillor Wal Mitchell step forward and join me. 
 
Throughout Wally’s entire career he has been the strongest of advocates for the people of 
Western New South Wales along with the Bourke and Louth communities. Of particular note 
his achievements and work have included:  
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- Being the Foundation Chair and National President of the Isolated Children’s Parents 

Association.  This Association was formed in Bourke 40 years ago last year, under the 

vision of Wal and a small number of other local people,  and now is nationally 

recognized with numerous active branches across Australia. 

- Being a Councillor with Bourke Shire Council continuously for 38 years, since 1974 

-  Leading the Bourke Shire Council as Mayor for 12 years from 1987 to 1999 

- Serving as President of the NSW Shires Association for three years from 1993 to 1995. 

- Representing the Bourke community on the Namoi Valley County Council, Barwon 

Darling Total Catchment Management Committee and the Barwon Darling Alliance. 

- Being a Board Member of the Rural Counselling Service for 19 years 

- Being awarded a Member of the Order of Australia, or AM, in 1999 for his service to 

Local Government as an advocate for social welfare, employment creation, water 

management and education programs 

- Being awarded a Centenary Medal for his service to the community 

- Receiving the Inland Tourism Champions Award as well as being a long term Board 

member and Chairman of the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

There is probably not a family in the Bourke district who has not been helped in some way by 
Wally Mitchell and it is very appropriate that we honour him in a special and long lasting 
way. 
 
In recognition of Wal Mitchell’s work for our community and in understanding his passion for 
our history it is my honour on behalf of Bourke Shire Council to name the area where this 
function was planned to be held at the wharf, the  

“Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct” 
 
I would also like to take the opportunity to publicly thank Wally’s wife Margaret, and their 
family members, for their sharing of Wally with the wider community throughout their 
married life.  
 
There is absolutely no doubt that there would have been countless occasions when the 
organizations in which Wally has been involved would have been given priority ahead of his 
family.   
 
I respect that within your family you may have chosen to maintain a clear separation 
between your community interests and your family, but I sincerely thank you Marg and your 
family for your considerations and contributions. 
 
I would now like to extend an opportunity to Anna McCorkle to share a few words from a 
family perspective. 
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xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 
I now ask that Councillor Wal Mitchell, AM, CM, his wife Margaret, all your other family 
members, and Ambassador Steve Mortimer  join with me in unveiling this plaque to be 
placed along with additional signage at the wharf, officially dedicating the area surrounding 
the wharf as the  

“Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct” 
 

Resolution  

54/2012 Council resolved to record the distinguished service provided by Councillor Wal 
Mitchell to Bourke Council, to the community of Bourke and to the wider community of 
Western NSW, and recognise this contribution through dedication on Australia Day 2012 
of the “Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct” in his honour.   
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 

 
9.28am – Cr Mitchell returned to the Chambers 
 

 

File No: R6.9.3 

Report: 311/2012 Murray Darling Basin Plan 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 In October 2010 a guide to the Basin Plan was released for public comment. 

 As a result of widespread community and political reactions, this guide was 
effectively withdrawn, and Hon Craig Knowles appointed as a new Chair of the 
Murray Darling Basin Authority charged with a responsibility of drafting a new plan. 

 In November 2011 a “proposed Basin Plan” was released as a draft for public 
consultation over a 20 week period. 

 
Psi Delta Review of draft Basin Plan 

 Warren and Narromine Shire Councils have combined resources and requested 
consultants Psi Delta to provide advice to the two Councils in relation to the Murray 
Darling Basin Plan Impacts and Concerns, particularly for the Lower Macquarie 
Valley. 

 The following is a summary of the key points of their review of the Murray-Darling 
Basin Plan: 

 
“Plan lacks essential detail for councils to assess it as a plan and for the MDBA to use as a 
guide to implementation 
 
SDLs 

 Sustainable Diversion Limits (SDLs) proposed may be very similar to the 3,500GL 
option in the Guide, with the Plan proposing a tentative 3,709GL in total ( 2750 GL 
under the Plan and 959 GL pre-2009 reductions) 
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Outcomes and objectives:  

 The Plan is essentially a framework, lacking important detail 

 The Plan does not provide detail of the environmental outcomes sought at particular 
sites, only board catchment-based volumes 

 It has not considered or incorporated existing environmental watering plans 
Responsibilities, implementation activity, program and budgets 

 Water Act requires that state and federal agents are responsible for implementation 
but no budgets are specified, the plan is also un-costed 
Resources 

 The Plan does not make clear requirements and responsibilities other than the broad 
principles set out in the Water Act and the National Water Initiative  
Program 

 The Commonwealth has more discretion in implementation of the Plan, with the 
additional 2015 review and reviews required every five to ten years, under the Water 
Act 

 The program lacks detail and the MDBA has the power to vary  
Risk assessment 

 The Plan does not provide a detailed risk assessment, specifying risk exposures and 
actions taken to manage, minimise and mitigate risk 

 Major risk exposures includes the proposed environmental actions not achieving 
outcomes, water acquisition costs being higher than anticipated, and the economic 
and social impacts being more adverse, these risks are not addressed in the Plan 

Socio-economic considerations 

 Impacts on council economies are significant and not sufficiently recognised by the 
Plan which states a less than 1% loss of economic activity – Psi Delta’s LMV (Lower 
Macquarie Valley) study projected up to 10% loss in economic activity from previous 
buyback alone 

 The Plan continues to cite results of mostly desktop macro-economic modelling 
studies that use old 2006 data from the drought as inputs for establishing baseline 

 The Plan does not provide for any arrangements for compensation or even a basis for 
compensation 

 Water purchases already made have largely been excluded from the analysis of 
impacts of the Plan 

  
Other considerations: 

 The balance between future buyback and infrastructure investment are not specified 

 The present short consultation period ending on April 16 2012 is the last opportunity 
for councils to make comment on a Plan 

 Few changes might be expected in the Plan following the present consultation with 
almost half of the consultation period having elapsed and current consultation 
heavily reliance on large public meetings to sell the Plan 

 Information on the proposed water accounting processes is ambiguous: cumulative 
exceedance limit of 20% of the SDL volume has been specified – how this affects low 
security entitlements and carryover is also unclear and the Plan negates existing 
credits held for current Water Sharing Plans 
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 Under the Water Act the MDBA can at its discretion vary the Plan in response to the 
consultation, few changes have been made to the Plan in response to comments on 
the Guide and some changes made have been adverse, such as a larger reduction in 
SDLs (3709 GL)”. 

 
NSW Office of Water Presentation at Dubbo on 6th February 2012 

 The NSW Government is in the process of community consultations to contribute to 
the formulation of a response from the Government to the proposed Basin Plan. 

 At a meeting held in Dubbo on 6th February 2012, David Harriss, Commissioner, NSW 
Office of Water, provided a powerpoint presentation.  The following are copies of 
two slides from this presentation: 

 
“Key Points in the draft Basin Plan 

 Extractive water use to be reduced by 2750 GL from  baseline (2009) diversions to 
meet SDL by 2019 

 Local needs - Reductions to meet in-catchment needs specified by area: Eg zero in 
far-north west, 320GL in Murrumbidgee 

 Additional shared ‘downstream’ reductions by zone: 
– Southern basin – 972 GL 
– Northern basin – 143 GL 

 Detailed management requirements specified for:  
– environmental water planning, water resource plans, water quality and 

salinity management plans, risk management, trade rules, monitoring and 
evaluation  

 
Initial NSW Government Issues with the draft Basin Plan 

 Environmental assets water needs not defined  
 Modelling and environmental needs reports STILL not available to justify SDL 
 Large downstream component, no water recovery strategy  
 Risk of inequitable impacts on NSW  
 Proposed 2015 review of SDLs is not warranted –  

– too early to add new data  
– need to apply current recovered water 

 2019 date for enforcement of SDLs – too rapid 
 Socioeconomic impacts likely to be significant on particular small irrigation-

dependent communities  
 No community structural adjustment program 
 No mechanism for State cost recovery “ 

 
Current Situation: 

 Any person and organisation, including Council, has an opportunity to provide 
comments on the proposed Plan. 

 It is appropriate for Council to make a submission to the draft Basin Plan. 
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Recommendation: 
Council resolves to request the General Manager to work with appropriate personnel to 
develop and send to the Murray Darling Basin Authority a submission on behalf of Council 
in response to the draft Basin Plan for the Murray Darling. 
 
Resolution 

55/2012 Council resolved to request the General Manager to work with appropriate 
personnel to develop and send to the Murray Darling Basin Authority a submission on 
behalf of Council in response to the draft Basin Plan for the Murray Darling. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution 

56/2012 Council resolved to communicate with Senator Barnaby Joyce supporting his 
statement of the inappropriate timeframes chosen for the Murray Darling Basin 
assessment in regards to average flows in the Darling River System. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: W3.1-W3.2-W3.3-W3.4 

Report: 312/2012 Bourke Weir Progress Report 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 Resolution 213/2011 from the Council Meeting on 23rd May 2011 endorsed that 
raising the weir is the best option to enhance the security of Bourke Town Water 
supply. 

 Council has been continuing to progress initiatives to increase the security of the 
Bourke town water supply, utilising a funding grant from the Strengthening Basins 
Community Program for this purpose and outsourcing engineering project 
management by Engineering Management Consulting Pty Ltd. (EMC). 

 Hydro Science Consulting were engaged to prepare a feasibility study of future water 
supply options. 

 SMEC Australia Pty Ltd has been engaged to investigate options for raising the weir 
by one metre and also to provide concept drawings for the vertical slope fishway for 
the raised weir.  On 1st February 2012 SMEC have provided a draft report of the 
options.  The following is a copy of their draft Executive Summary. 

 
SMEC Australia draft Executive Summary of 1st February 2012 
Bourke Shire Council has been very conscience of the community’s high exposure to running 
out of water as Bourke is dependent on a single source of water from the adjacent Bourke 
Weir. Hydro Science Consulting has prepared a feasibility study of future water supply 
options. Their preferred option is to raise the existing weir by 1.0m.  
 
SMEC has previously designed a vertical slot fishway within the existing lock. This report 
investigates options for raising the weir by one metre and also provides concept drawings for 
the vertical slot fishway for the raised weir.  
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CTI Consultants Pty Ltd have drilled six cores within the original weir and carried out a series 
of tests. They have concluded that overall the concrete is considered to be of reasonable 
quality, despite visible signs of lensing and occasional poor compaction.  
 
A topographical survey was carried out for the detailed design of the original fishway and 
this has been utilised for this study.  
 
Geotechnical investigations have not been carried out. However, it is known that the original 
weir was founded on shale. As a consequence SMEC has made a number of assumptions on 
the properties of the shale which need to be confirmed by testing during the detailed design 
stage.  
 
The stability of the weir is dependent on the relationship between headwater and tailwater 
at Bourke Weir. A stream-gauge is located in the Bourke weir pool, which provides data on 
upstream water levels, but there is no stream-gauge immediately downstream. The nearest 
downstream stream-gauge is at Weir 19A which is approximately 30km downstream. For 
this study the stream gauges at Bourke and Weir 19A have been superimposed on each 
other with a 3.1m head difference at zero flow so as to obtain approximate level 
relationships for other flows. Additional survey involving taking a number of river cross 
sections are required to be carried out to enable backwater analyses to be carried out as 
part of the detailed design.  
 
A stability analyses has been carried out for the existing weir at cross sections inside and 
outside of the lock chamber. The analysis shows that the existing weir is stable for water 
loading only and for water loading plus seismic. 
  
The following four options for raising the weir have been considered:  
Option A - Construction of a parapet wall, with precast concrete panels anchored onto the 

existing weir;  
Option B - Construction of a parapet wall, with precast concrete panels anchored through 

the existing weir into the rock foundation;  
Option C - Raising the weir by buttressing with mass concrete onto the downstream face.  
Option D - Construction of a parapet wall, with precast concrete panels supported by 

intermediate piers  
Option A and D are unsatisfactory because the raised weir is unstable.  

 Both Option B and C are stable.  
Option B is preferred to Option C because of the following reasons:  

 Uses precast panels which can be fabricated offsite;  
 

 Drilling anchors through the existing weir and into the shale may possibly be carried out 
from a barge during periods of no to very low flows;  

 Does not require temporary coffer dams or dewatering downstream of the weir; and  

 Does not involved pouring concrete within the river 
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Current Situation: 

 During the week commencing 6th February 2012, EMC, General Manager and 
Managers Town Services and Water and Waste Water undertook an evaluation of 
the draft report provided by SMEC. 

 This evaluation endorsed the recommendation of the preferred option as proposed 
by SMEC, namely construction of a parapet wall, with precast concrete panels 
anchored through the existing weir into the rock foundation;  

 SMEC are now finalising their report, including the provision of concept drawings for 
the preferred option. 

 The final report will provide a basis for Council to progress actions in seeking further 
funding for detailed engineering structural design of the preferred option. 

 
Resolution 

57/2012 Council resolved: 

 to note the progress report in relation to proposed modifications to the Bourke 
Weir to enhance securing the town water supply, and  

 to note that the recommended preferred option is for the construction of a 
parapet wall, with precast concrete panels anchored through the existing weir into 
the rock foundation. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: N2.6 

Report: 313/2012 Floods Report Update as at 13th February 2012 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 
First flood event 

 A report relating to a flood event in the Darling River for the period December 2011 and 
January 2012 was presented at the Council Meeting on 16th January 2012. 

 This flood event resulted in the Kamilaroi Highway from Bourke to Walgett being closed 
for six and a half weeks from 7th December 2010 (closed between Walgett and 
Brewarrina). 

 At the Council meeting Council resolved that a request be made for a Natural Disaster 
declaration for the Shire. 

 
Second flood event 

 Significant rainfall events occurred across the Bourke Shire over the last two weeks of 
January, with the cumulative total at Bourke being approximately 200 mm, and much 
higher in some locations in the shire. 

 A widespread eastward moving rain depression commenced in the Bourke Shire on 27th 
January, and passed into the Darling River catchment over the following days. 

 Tributaries of the Darling River, particularly the Maranoa, Condamine-Balonne, Namoi, 
Gwydir and upper Barwon received near record falls and local flooding. 
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Current Situation:   
First flood event 

 At the date this report has been prepared (13th February) Council is awaiting for an 
official declaration of the Shire as being eligible for Natural Disaster assistance. 

 An estimate of $350,000 damages occurred to each of our Regional and Local Road 
networks from the first event.  Additionally, an estimate of $150,000 damages occurred 
to highways in the Shire. 

 
Second flood event 

 At the date this report has been prepared (13th February), it is predicted that the 
Darling River will peak at Bourke on 29th February at a height of 13.9 metres.  This 
prediction will no doubt be subject to ongoing reviews. 

 This predicted peak is the equivalent to the sixth highest river in Bourke in white man 
history, behind the flows recorded in 1864, 1890, 1976, 1974 and 1950. 

 The peak in Bourke in September 1998 of 13.79 (or 13.78) metres is the nearest in 
recent years to allow comparisons to be drawn. 

 Major or minor floods are also anticipated in all the other river systems across the 
Shire, being the Culgoa, Warrego, Cuttaburra and Paroo systems. 

 Widespread and extended rural isolation and road closures are anticipated. 

 Based on current predictions, all urban communities within the Shire will be protected 
either by natural elevation or levee banks. 

 Based on current predictions the SES predicts that water will flow across the Mitchell 
Highway in sections of the first 20 km from Bourke towards Nyngan. 

 Communities of Louth, Wanaaring, Hungerford, Fords Bridge and Alice Edwards Village 
can be expected to be isolated for varying periods. 

 The Local Emergency Management Committee is meeting regularly and undertaking all 
appropriate planning and preparations for the anticipated flow. 

 An application has been made by Council for the Shire to be declared eligible for 
Natural Disaster assistance. 

 
Recommendation 
Council resolves to note the report written on 13th February relating to a flood event of 
December 2011-January 2012, and a second event commencing at the end of January 2012 
which will continue into at least March 2012. 
 
Resolution 

58/2012 Council resolved to note the report written on 13th February and the verbal 
report provided at the ordinary meeting of Council on the 20th February relating to a flood 
event of December 2011-January 2012, and a second event commencing at the end of 
January 2012 which will continue into at least March 2012. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Mitchell    Carried 

 
Resolution 

59/2012 Council resolved to seek clarification from NRMA in relation to stormwater 
insurance and where they got their information from. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Mitchell    Carried 
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Natural Disaster Declaration Update – Verbal update from General Manager 
 

 

File No: S6.1 

Report: 314/2012 Confidential Operational Management Issues 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
A verbal report is proposed to be discussed in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of 
the Local Government Act 1993 as matters are personal concerning particular individuals. 
 
Resolution 

60/2012 Council resolves to receive a verbal report regarding operational management 
issues in Closed Session. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: S6.17.1 – S6.18.24 

Report:  315/2012 Senior Staff Management Changes  

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 

 Council is advised that Environmental Services and Development Officer Dwayne 
Willoughby has been successful in being selected for the position of Manager, 
Environmental Services, commencing on 6th February 2012 

o Dwayne has developed his skills and experiences through his employment 
with Bourke Council over the last 6 years  

 Council is advised that Peter Brown, Manager Water and Waste Water, has been 
offered a more challenging and diversified position at Warren Shire Council. 

o Peter has developed his skills and experiences through his employment with 
Bourke Council over the last 19.5 years.  

 
Recommendation 
Council resolves to note: 

 The appointment of Dwayne Willoughby as Manager, Environmental Services 

 Peter Brown has been offered a position with Warren Shire Council. 
 
Resolution 

61/2012 Council resolved to note: 

 the appointment of Dwayne Willoughby as Manager, Environmental Services 

 that Peter Brown has resigned his position with Bourke Shire Council and accepted 
a position with Warren Shire Council . 

 that letter of appreciation be sent to Peter Brown for his services to the Bourke 
Community 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
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File No: S6.1 

Report: 316/2012 Review of Council Structure 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 Council operates with a staffing structure as approved by Council and published in 
the annual Management Plan. 

 To ensure that Council management is able to deliver the most efficient and 
effective outcomes and operating procedures for ratepayers and for Council, it is 
important for the staff structure and skills to be under constant review. 

 Considerations include but are not limited to essential skills and qualifications, 
available individual and collective skills, changing demands and needs, work 
priorities, succession planning and alternate delivery models. 

 
Current Situation: 

 A request has been made to the Local Government Management Solutions, an arm 
of the Local Government and Shires Association, to review the current staff structure 
of Bourke Shire Council and to advise on its current applicability as a contemporary 
structure for the future needs of Council. 

 Following the review, Council will be advised if the current staff structure is 
considered most appropriate, or a recommendation will be made to Council for the 
current structure to be varied. 

 
Resolution 

62/2012 Council resolved to note the report of a proposed review of Council’s Staff 
Structure. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Mitchell   Carried  

 
Resolution at 11.00am  

63/2012 Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders for a presentation from Detective 
Inspector Luke Rankin, Darling River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 

 
Resolution at 11.23am 

64/2012 Council resolved to resume Standing Orders. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried 

 
Resolution 

65/2012 Council resolved to write to the Minister for Police the Hon. Michael Gallacher, 
MP and the Premier of NSW urging the NSW Government to explore the DNA sampling  
and database policy and procedure in Queensland with the view to broadening the NSW 
sampling  and database similar to the QLD system and report back to Council. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Mitchell    Carried 
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File No: C12.1 

Report: 317/2012 Council Monthly Meeting Timetable 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 In accordance with Section 365 of the Local Government Act, all Councils are 
required to meet at least 10 times each year, each time in a different month.  

 Bourke Shire Council has resolved to hold eleven monthly meetings, with the 
November and December months being merged for one meeting. 

 Many other Councils also only hold eleven monthly meetings, with no meeting being 
held in January.  

 Experience at Bourke over recent years has been that the January meeting has 
inherent inefficiencies for a number of reasons. 

 
Options for consideration: 

1. Council can continue with the current agreed schedule for monthly meetings 
2. Council can request that a paper be brought to a future Council meeting proposing 

the strengths and weaknesses of changing the meeting schedule such that the 
January Meeting may be eliminated. 

 
Current Situation: 

 It is appropriate that this paper be discussed briefly at the Council meeting prior to 
the recommendation being considered. 

 
Recommendation: 
Council resolves that a paper be brought to a future Council meeting proposing the 
strengths and weaknesses of changing the meeting schedule such that the January 
Meeting may be eliminated. 
 
Motion 

Council resolves that a paper be brought to a future Council meeting proposing the 
strengths and weaknesses of changing the meeting schedule such that the January 
Meeting may be eliminated. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley   Lost 

 

 

File No: T5.3 

Report: 318/2012 LEP Update 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Background: 

 On 13th February 2012 Council received written advice from NSW Planning that their 
approval has been granted to allow a draft Bourke Local Environmental Plan to be 
placed on public exhibition. 

 A three page cover letter of advice is attached with over 80 pages of other 
information. 
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Current Situation: 

 Council will be obliged to initiate a public exhibition process for the draft Plan. 

 At the time of preparing this report on the date that the information has been 
received, Council Management has had insufficient time to develop an 
understanding of the necessary steps. 

 A number of processing steps are described which require interactions between 
Council and NSW Planning and other reference points as initial steps in the process. 

 A verbal offer has been made by NSW Planning to assist Council through the 
exhibition process using externally provided funding. 

 It is proposed that Council Management develop a clear understanding of the 
process, provide ongoing updates to Council, and work towards the process being 
shared with Councillors once better understood.  This may involve either addressing 
the matter at the March Council Meeting, calling a Special Meeting, or informing 
Council through a Committee Meeting process. 

 
Resolution  

66/2012 Council resolved to note that correspondence has been received by Council from 
NSW Planning advising that Council is in a position to place a draft Local Environmental 
Plan on public exhibition, and that Councillors will be further informed of proposed next 
steps once a clearer understanding of the process is obtained. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 406/2012 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31.01.2012 

Balances as per Bank Statement 471,100.11 

Plus: Deposit not shown 942.96 

Less: Unpresented Cheques 6,936.76 

Less: Unprocessed EFTPOS 40.00 

Balance as per Cash Book 465,066.31 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31.01.2012 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General 2,642,345.63 5,345,500.00 

Water 2,329,358.91  

Sewer 2,274,060.12  

Trust 56,820.00  

Total Funds 7,302,584.66  

 
Investments as at 31.01.2012 

National Australia Bank 1,300,000.00 5.83% 150 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,042,379.48 5.77% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 617,089.28 5.71% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 321,695.35 5.65% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,342,470.15 5.72% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 434,544.37 5.62% 92 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 956,325.69 5.7% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 823,014.03 5.82% 122 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 6,837,518.35    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local 
Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31.1.2012 

Balance as per cash book 465,066.31 

Investments 6,837,518.35 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 7,302,584.66 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.1.2012 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 30.12.2011  31.01.2012 

General Fund 3,194,635.62 -552,289.99 2,642,345.63 

Water Fund 2,009,842.54 319,516.37 2,329,358.91 

Sewer Fund 2,273,872.39 187.73 2,274,060.12 

Trust Fund 56,071.63 748.37 56,820.00 

Investments -7,327,841.40 490,323.05 -6,837,518.35 

    

Totals 206,580.78 258,485.53 465,066.31 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 30.12.2011 206,580.78 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates 125,968.79 

(b) Other Cash  1,278,211.53 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting 1,119,873.48 

(b) New Investment  25,821.31 

Balance as at 31.01.2012 465,066.31 

 
Resolution 

67/2012 Council resolved that the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all 
funds of the Council and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.01.2012 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No:  F1.1 

Report: 407/2012  Investment Report as at 31.01.2012 

Responsible Officer:  Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, 
the Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio 
on a monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The format of the report has been updated to incorporate the requirements of Investment 
Guidelines released by the Division of Local Government on the 25th May 2010 and 
incorporate the new corporate reporting format. 
 
 
 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in the Council Chamber at 
9.05am 

This is page 29 of 67 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.05am 

 

Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to 
the Manager of corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The revised 2010/11 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $290,000 
which represents an estimated return of 5%. This revenue is split proportionally 
across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in 
accordance with cash flow requirements. 
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st January 2012 is 
$6,837,518.35. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 29th November 2010. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows: 
 
Term Deposits 

National Australia Bank 1,300,000.00 5.83% 150 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,042,379.48 5.77% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 617,089.28 5.71% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 321,695.35 5.65% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,342,470.15 5.72% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 434,544.37 5.62% 92 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 956,325.69 5.7% 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 823,014.03 5.82% 122 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 6,837,518.35    

 
Percentage of Total Portfolio 100 % 
Average Investment Yield   5.73% 
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Portfolio Performance 
The 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 31st December 2011 was 4.89%. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

68/2012 Council resolved: 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st January 2012 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried  

 

 

File No: R2.1, D1.1, R2.4 

Report: 408/2012 Confidential Report - Outstanding Rates and Debtors 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (b) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
 
Outstanding Water  
Outstanding Rate Accounts 
Outstanding Debtor  
 
Resolution 

69/2012 Council resolves that the subject reports R2.1, D1.1 and R2.4 be considered in 
closed session of Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No:  F1.6 

Report: 409/2012 Budget Review to 31st December 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Budget Review as at 31st December 2011 is currently been completed and will be 
forwarded out to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
Resolution 

70/2012 Council resolved that the information in the Budget Review to 31st December 
2011 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
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File No: P4.2 

Report: 410/2012 Management Plan Review as at 31st December 2011 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Management Plan review is currently been completed and will be forwarded out to 
Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
Resolution 

71/2012 Council resolved that the information in the Management Plan Review as at 31st 
December 2011 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
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TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT 

 

File No: D3.5  

Report: 501/2012 Development of Airport Subdivision - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development 

 
The subject report is currently been completed and will be forwarded out to Councillors 
prior to the meeting. This report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A 
(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature 
that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it 
 
Resolution 

72/2012 Council resolved that the discussion in regards to the development of the 
industrial subdivision on Peter Bryant Way be held in a closed session of Council. This 
recommendation is made in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993- Section 
10(A) part 2c (Information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting business).  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried Unstarred 
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DELEGATES REPORT 

 

File No: D4.7 

Report: 601/2012 Orana Regional Organisation of Councils – General Manager’s 
Advisory Committee Meeting, 2nd February 2012 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
Geoff Wise attended the General Manager’s Advisory Committee (GMAC) of the Orana 
Regional Organisation of Councils (OROC) which met in Dubbo on 2nd February 2012. 
 
The following were the main matters discussed or arising: 

 Presentation from Ross O’Shea, Senior Regional Coordinator, Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, relating to the proposed strategic restructuring of Government 
services, including service delivery, accountability and responsibility.   

 Presentation by Sue West, representing NSW Housing. 

 Presentation by Julie Blackall, representing Department of Aboriginal Affairs who 
acknowledged good support by Bourke Council in working on projects with people at 
Alice Edwards Village. 

 Advice that a meeting has been arranged to be held at Broken Hill in the evening of 
28th February relating to the State Plan.  All Council representatives who are 
attending the Western Shires of NSW Conference will be invited to attend.  It is 
anticipated that at least Ministers Humphries and Goward will be attending.  A 
similar meeting is proposed to be held in Dubbo on the evening of 29th February. 

 Discussions regarding responses to Destination 2036, with recommendations that 
any responses should be benign.  Concerns raised included: 

o The risk that an outcome may be that Regional Organisations of Councils 
become more influential than individual Councils, particularly through 
redistribution of responsibilities, legal powers, communication avenues, etc. 

o The risk that an outcome may be that the process leads to a de facto 
alternative to Council amalgamations. 

o The concerns as to the potential escalating costs of operating each Regional 
Organisation of Council to satisfy the impositions by State Government, and 
the uncertainty of who will have to pay for these potential increased costs. 

 An offer from Dubbo City Council for any Councillors throughout the region to attend 
a Councillor Training Day on financial management to be held in Dubbo on 14th 
March. 

 Dubbo City Council has developed an Employee Training Program for the whole of 
2012, and has extended an offer for employees from other Councils to participate in 
any sessions if there is spare capacity. 

 OROC will be seeking advice on the preparation and delivery of suitable, relevant 
training for newly elected Councillors following the 2012 Council elections. 

 Bourke, Warren and Walgett Council General Managers have agreed to develop a 
submission on behalf of OROC to the NSW Government recommending amendments 
to policies, procedures and guidelines relating to Natural Disaster relief provisions. 
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o Examples will include: 
 Experiences Bourke learnt from the 2009 February flood over Bourke 

township in which we were refused certain claims 
 Claiming to allow “betterment” of disaster risk situations, such as a section 

of road which is damaged after every flood. 
 Claiming for recoup of Employee wages when an employee is employed on 

tied funding but required to work on a different program during a natural 
disaster. 

 Several Councils in the OROC region have engaged the Morse Group Accountancy firm to 
undertake their Internal Audit functions. 

o Note that whilst the involvement of Internal Auditors is considered best practice 
management, it comes at a significant cost to a Council. 

o Bourke Council needs to consider the merits of engaging an Internal Auditor, and if 
so, to explore the merits of using the same firm as is used by neighbouring Councils. 

o There may well be merits in Councillor and Council Management representatives 
visiting a Council such as Warren, Nyngan and/or Coonamble to evaluate the 
potential benefits of an Internal Auditor. 

 Recommending to the OROC Board that: 
o  OROC develop a process to fully investigate Council’s role and contributions 

towards emergency management, in view of the cost shifting and ever increasing 
costs to Councils for these services. 

o The Economic Development Officer (EDO) Network not be responsible as a group for 
holding regional business awards, but individual Councils may hold their own 
business awards 

o The EDO Network be responsible as a group for holding a regional business dinner 
with a high profile speaker 

o OROC Councils as a group attend the Country and Regional Living Expo in August 
2012 as a collective under the Orana Region “banner”. 

 OROC and the Central West Catchment Management Authority are pursuing NSW 
Environmental Trust funding to allow for “on the ground and practical training” of Council 
employees in various aspects of natural resource management. 

 
It should be noted that the next Board Meeting of OROC has been postponed to a date yet to be 
determined due to the current flooding. 
 
Resolution 

73/2012 Council resolved to note the report of the meeting of the General Managers Advisory 
Committee Meeting, Orana Regional Organisation of Councils, held in Dubbo on 2nd February 
2012. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 
12.00 Resolution 

74/2012 Council resolved to move into Closed Session of Council 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie  Carried 

 
12.24 Resolution 

75/2012 Council resolved to return to Open Council. 
Moved Dorrington   Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie  Carried 
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File No: A2.1 – O1.1 

Report: 602/2012 Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
On the 7th of February the Manager for Tourism and Development attended the community 
consultation meeting for the Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs in Dubbo. 
 
The Ministerial Taskforce on Aboriginal Affairs has been established to produce a new 
Aboriginal affairs strategy in 2012. The terms of reference for the taskforce are: 

1. to improve service delivery in Aboriginal affairs across NSW, with particular 
consideration of the recommendations of the Auditor General's report on Two Ways 
Together, and other arising reports; 

2. to improve educational outcomes for Aboriginal people in NSW; and 
3. to improve employment outcomes for Aboriginal people in NSW. 

Members of the taskforce are: 

The Hon. Victor Dominello MP Minister for Aboriginal Affairs (Chair) 

The Hon. Jillian Skinner MP Minister for Health  

The Hon. Adrian Piccoli MP Minister for Education  

The Hon. Mike Baird MP Treasurer 

The Hon. Greg Smith SC MP Attorney General, Minister for Justice 

The Hon. Pru Goward MP Minister for Family and Community Services 

The Hon. Kevin Humphries MP Minister for Mental Health, Healthy Lifestyles and Western NSW 

Mr Stephen Ryan Representative, Coalition of Aboriginal Peak Organisations NSW 

Professor Shane Houston 
Deputy Vice Chancellor (Indigenous Strategy and Services)  
University of Sydney 

Mr Danny Lester Chief Executive, Aboriginal Employment Strategy 

Mr Chris Eccles Director General, Department of Premier and Cabinet  

Dr Michele Bruniges Director General, Department of Education and Communities 

Mr James Christian General Manager, Office of Aboriginal Affairs 
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Over 200 community members attended the Dubbo forum and discussed issues such as: 

 Aboriginal employment strategies 

 Policing 

 Aboriginal representation in parliament 

 Parental responsibility 

 Economic opportunities 

 Full reporting of outcomes for Government agencies and Non Government 
Organisations 

 Aboriginality 

 Duplication of Services 

 Cultural awareness 

 Learning disabilities  
 
The Taskforce is consulting widely prior to the development of the new strategy. The 
Taskforce has also called for formal submissions that address the terms of reference. 
 
Discussion amongst Councillors is requested to determine if a formal submission from 
Bourke Shire Council should be made. Many of the issues discussed at the community forum 
were discussed amongst Councillors, the Ombudsman, Minister Humphries and Mark 
Coulton. 
 
Submissions should be made by the 29th of February 2012. 
 
Recommendation: 
Council resolves to note the information in the Delegates Report in regards to the 
Ministerial Taskforce into Aboriginal Affairs as presented to Council on Monday, 20th 
February 2012. 
 
Resolution 

76/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the Delegates Report in regards to 
the Ministerial Taskforce into Aboriginal Affairs as presented to Council on Monday, 20th 
February 2012 and that Council make a submission proposing local solutions including 
local intervention. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
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COMMITTEE MINUTES 

 

File No: C6.6 

Report: 701/2012 Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes – 8th February 2012 

Responsible Officer: Bruce Gray – Manager Town Services 

 
PRESENT                                                  

Mayor -Andrew Lewis General Manager- Geoff Wise 

Manager of Services -Bruce Gray Les Harding 

RTA-Joe Sulicich Minutes-Lynette Gooch 

  

APOLOGIES  

Enngonia Police -Andrew Smith  

 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the previous meeting held in 9th November 2011 be accepted as a 
true record 
 
Moved:    Joe Sulicich 
Second:  Les Harding                                                                              CARRIED 
 
Business Arising from Previous Meetings 
 

1. Mitchell Highway North advising next fuel stop & give way to horses sign- North 
Bourke Bridge. 

Double Signs have been ordered 
 

2. Vegetation on Mitchell Highway 
Vegetation cleared by Bogan Shire Council. Still some concern with the quality of the 
work. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That Council send another letter expressing concern regarding removal of piles of 
material from the tabledrains to allow room for emergency vehicles e.g. fire trucks 
(fire control), safety and drainage. 
 

3. Truck Park 
RECOMMENDATION 
Council write another letter to the RMA asking reconsideration of a Truck Park on 
the eastern edge of Town/ Letter to be signed by the Mayor 

  
4. North Bourke Road Turn off Boat Ramp 

Survey and plan required to establish feasibility of slip lane. Bruce to arrange plan 
and costing and send to Joe. 
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5. Enngonia Speed Zone 
Additional 50km signage 
Repeater 50km signage 
“C” size signs 
Bruce to provide a costing to install additional signs as per Joe’s Report 
 

6. Hungerford / Wanaaring Turnoff 
Bruce and Joe have investigated the problem on site.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That linemarking and pavement reflectors be installed to better delineate turning 
movement of the lanes. 
 

7. School Zone Signage 
Completion date should be 8/2/2012. 
 

8.  Request for barrier lines in front of Kidman’s Camp 
Discussion relating to installation of an 80km/h zone in this area to address the 
problem. Joe to follow up request for installation of an 80km/h zone. 
 

9. Reference to Brewarrina on new town signage 
Entering Bourke from either the Mitchell/ Kidman Highway there’s no directions 

showing how to get to Brewarrina until you get to the Bowling Club corner. 
Joe will inspect and report to the next meeting. 
 

10. Rest Area Signage Mitchell Highway North of Bourke 
There is no Signage at the QLD border advising location of the rest areas. Discussion 
that rest areas should all be named as is done on other highways. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Council to write to the RTA requesting installation of a appropriate rest area advisory 
signs and that the rest areas be named. 

 
Agenda Items 
 

 Nil 
 

General Business 
 

1. Green Street Parking near Primary School 
Still problems with available street parking. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Letter to be sent from the Mayor to the Education Department outlining reasons for 
problem i.e. Stimulus project removing carpark and asking the Education 
Department to build another carpark behind the school for teachers and staff. 
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Next Meeting: The next meeting to be advised, 9am in the Conference Room. 
 
          There being no further business the meeting Closed at 10.05am 
 
Resolution 

77/2012 Council resolved to note the Traffic Committee Draft minutes of 8th February 
2012 and in particular note:  

 That Council is to send another letter expressing concern regarding removal of 
piles of material from the tabledrains to allow emergency vehicle e.g. fire trucks 
(fire control), safety and drainage. 

 That RTA be requested to consider installation of an 80km/h zone on the Kidman 
Way north of Bourke to beyond Kidman Camp 

 That  Council is to write to the RTA requesting installation of a sign at the border 
and that the rest areas be named. 

 That the Mayor write to the Education Department outlining reasons for car 
parking problems at the Bourke Public School are caused by the Government 
Stimulus project removed the staff car park, and asking the Education Department 
to build another car park behind the school for teachers and staff. 

       
ACTION LIST SUMMARY 
 
The following Table summarises the Actions resolved at this Meeting: 

 

Item Required Action By Whom By When 

Vegetation on Mitchell 
Highway 

That Council send another 
letter expressing concern 
regarding the removal of piles 
of material from the tabledrains 
to allow emergency vehicle e.g. 
fire trucks (fire control), safety 
and drainage. 

Bruce to draft 
letter, signed by the 
Mayor 

 

North Boat Road Turn 
off Boat Ramp 

Bruce to follow up Bruce Gray  

Hungerford/Wanaaring 
Turnoff 

That line marking & pavement 
reflectors be installed 

Bruce Gray  

Request for barrier lines 
in front of Kidman’s 
Camp 

Register distance & has photo’s Joe Sulicich  

Bourke Public School 
car parking 

Mayor write to Minister Bruce to draft 
letter, signed by the 
Mayor 
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File No: C6.21 

Report: 702/2012 Roads Committee Meeting Minutes held on Wednesday 8th 
February 2012 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon – Manager of Roads 

 
MEETING OPENED By Mayor Andrew Lewis 11.05pm 
  
PRESENT & APOLOGIES 

Andrew Lewis Mayor   

Geoff Wise General Manager   

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services AP 

Mark Gordon Manager of Roads   

Neil Driscoll Workshop Team Leader               

Phil Wilson Works Supervisor   

Matthew McCorkle Roads Assistant   

Scott Parnaby Roads Inspector AP 

Cr  Holmes Councillor AB 

Cr  Hollman Councillor   

Cr  Mitchell Councillor   

Cr  Bartley Councillor AP 

Cr  Stutsel Councillor                                   AP 

Cr  Davis Councillor   

Lynette Gooch Minutes   
 

 

Moved: Cr Davis                Seconded: Matthew McCorkle                     CARRIED                                                    
  
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
Motion: The minutes of the previous meeting held on 9th November 2011 to be accepted as 
a true record. 
Moved: GM Geoff Wise                 Seconded: Cr Hollman                        CARRIED                            
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 Nil 
 
INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE 

 Installation of Grid on Bundy Road RLR 4 
Letter Tabled 
Grid Policy 
1st RECOMMENDATION 
Revisit Grid Policy for next meeting 
Moved: Cr Mitchell 
Seconded: Cr Davis                                                         Carried 
2ND RECOMMENDATION 
Mayor, Manager of Roads and Works Supervisor to meet with Property owner 
Moved: Cr Mitchell 
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Seconded: Cr Hollman                                                    Carried 

 Tri Axle Dollies on Traditional Road Trains 
RECOMMENDATION 

          Council have NO objections with Tri Axle Dollies on Traditional Road    
          Trains on Regional and Local Roads 
          Moved: Cr Mitchell 
          Seconded: Cr Hollman                                                        Carried 
           
GENERAL BUSINESS 
      

 PLANT REPORT- Neil Driscoll 

 REPORT TABLED 
Neil stopped at Leeton to view the construction of a heavy duty caravan which was 
99% completed.  
Neil picked up the Bridge truck from Wagga 
Problems with the bridge gang vehicle (Ford); Manager of Roads has sent a second 
letter of disappointment 
CAT grader 12H- oil leak fixed 
GRAYS online:-Auction Starts 8/2/2012 runs for a week, items to auction, 
                       Rubber tyre roller Plant 154 
                       Super Dog Trailer 61 
                       2 x caravans, Plant #s 90 and 92 
 

 ROADS REPORT- PHIL WILSON 

 Phil gave a verbal report 
Brewarrina to Walgett road closed 
Bourke to Brewarrina Road to close mid next week due to flooding 
Waiting on flood declaration  
State highway works put back 3 to 4 weeks 
Regional roads, wheel ruts in all regionals 
Beemery Bridge completion date July 
Coonbilly Bridge commencement to start 13 Feb 2012  
NOTIFICATION OF NEW FLOOD PEAK ON 1/3/2012 IS NOW 13.8 
 

 Road Closures 

 Cr Davis mentioned the road closures that occurred in December 2011, Fords Bridge 
Cricket Christmas Tree Party. 
Letter sent into Council from Fords Bridge President with their concerns.  
MOTION 
Road Closures to be in sectional notification on all Regional roads 
Moved: Cr Mitchell 
Seconded: Cr Davis 

 
 Bourke Shire Council- Rest Area (Naming) 

 Suggestion sheet with suggested names tabled. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
To be discussed at the Council Meeting, rest areas are to be sign posted with 
names of rest areas and distances and that spelling of names is to be checked. 

NEXT MEETING 11th April 2012, 11.00 am Council Chambers. 
 
NEXT MEETING: There being no further business Mayor Lewis closed the meeting at 
12.10pm 
 
Current Situation: 

 Attached is a list of suggested names for rest areas on highways. 

 Note that Council needs to determine a suggested name for the rest area 
approximately 3 km south of Bourke on the Kidman Way, and to adopt the preferred 
names for all the rest areas. 

 
Recommendations: 
Council resolves to note the Roads Committee Draft Minutes of 8th February 2012, and in 
particular to endorse that: 

 The Committee is to revisit Grid Policy for next meeting 

 The Mayor, Manager of Roads and Works Supervisor are to meet with a property 
owner regarding a request to install a new grid across a local road 

 Council have NO objections with Tri Axle Dollies on Traditional Road Trains on 
Regional and Local Roads 

 Rest areas along all highways are requested to be sign posted with names of rest 
areas and distances and that spelling is correct.  

 
Council resolves to adopt the following names of rest areas on highways in the Shire: 

 State Highway 7 South (Mitchell Highway) 

 13 mile rest area 

 Kenilworth rest area 
 

 State Highway 7 North (Mitchell Highway) 

 Box Hole rest area 

 Lila Hill rest area 
 

 Main Road 421(Kidman Way) 

 Prattenville Hill rest area 

 Kinchela rest area 

 Mulgowan rest area 
 

 State Highway 29(Kamilaroi Highway) 

 Bogan Bridge rest area 
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ACTION LIST SUMMARY 
 
The following Table summarises the Actions resolved at this Meeting: 

 

Item Required Action By Whom By When 

Grid Policy Revisit the policy Manager of Roads Before next 
meeting 

Installation of Grid on 
Bundy Road RLR 4 

Mayor, Manager of 
Roads and Works 
Supervisor to meet 
with property owner 

Manager of Roads  

Tri Axle Dollies on 
Traditional Road Trains 

Advise Transport RMS 
that Council have NO 
Objections 

Manager of Roads  

Naming Rest Areas Agree to names of rest 
areas 

Councillors Next Council 
Meeting 

 

Resolution  

78/2012 Council resolved to note the Roads Committee Draft Minutes of 8th February 
2012, and in particular to endorse that: 

 The Committee is to revisit Grid Policy for next meeting 

 The Mayor, Manager of Roads and Works Supervisor are to meet with a property 
owner regarding a request to install a new grid across a local road 

 Council have NO objections with Tri Axle Dollies on Traditional Road Trains on 
Regional and Local Roads 

 Rest areas along all highways are requested to be sign posted with names of rest 
areas and distances and that spelling is correct.  

Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution  

79/2012 Council resolves to adopt the following names of rest areas on highways in the 
Shire: 
State Highway 7 South (Mitchell Highway) 

 Trafalgar Rest Area 

 Kenilworth Rest Area 
State Highway 7 North (Mitchell Highway) 

 Box Hole Rest Area 

 Lila Hill Rest Area 
Main Road 421(Kidman Way) 

 Golf Course Rest Area 

 Prattenville Hill Rest Area 

 Kinchela Rest Area 

 Mulgowan Rest Area 
State Highway 29(Kamilaroi Highway) 

 Bogan Bridge Rest Area 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in the Council Chamber at 
9.05am 

This is page 44 of 67 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20
th

 February 2012 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.05am 

 

 

Resolution 

80/2012 Council resolved that in special circumstances as applied for by Glen and Sharon 
Knight of Bundy Station to protect the natural artesian mound springs that Council 
approve construction of a grid across a local road subject to the landholder being 
responsible for all costs associated with construction, repairs and maintenance. If the 
costs are not paid within a specified time then Council has the right to remove the stock 
grid from Council’s road network. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Mitchell    Carried 

 
Resolution 

81/2012 Council resolved expressing concern that the Louth Levee may not be raised to 
avoid the village being flooded and seek urgent action. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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File No: C6.23 
Report: 703/2012 Town Committee Meeting Minutes held on Wednesday 

8th February 2012  at 12.20pm 
Responsible Officer: Bruce Gray Manager of Town Services 
 
PRESENT/ APOLOGIES 
Geoff Wise General Manager   
Cr Andrew Lewis (Chair) Mayor   
Cr Robert Stutsel Deputy Mayor                                 AP 
Cr Victor Bartley Councillor       AP 
Cr Barry Hollman Councillor   
Cr Sally Davis Councillor   
Cr Olga Collis-McAnespie  Councillor   
Cr Cecil Dorrington              Councillor      AB 
Cr Wally Mitchell               Councillor   
Cr John Holmes                 Councillor      AB 
Cr Lachlan Ford Councillor   
Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services AP 
Bruce Gray Manager of Town Services   
Peter Brown Manager of Water & Wastewater AP 
Phil Johnston Manager Tourism and Development   
Dwayne Willoughby  Manager of Environmental Services, 

Environmental & Development Officer 
  

Les Harding Services Technical Officer   
 

 Attended AP-    Apology AB-    Absent 

 
Moved: Cr Hollman             Seconded: Cr Collis-McAnespie          CARRIED              
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Motion: The minutes of the previous Meeting 9th November 2011 are accepted as a true 
record. 
 
Moved: Cr Hollman             Seconded: Cr Mitchell                      CARRIED      
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

 BOB Café- The Manager of Tourism and Development advised that the Café will 
reopen in time for Easter. The new proprietor is Kristie Smiles. 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 

 Nil 
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AGENDA ITEMS 
1. Report on fencing and security measures for Dr’s Surgery 

Phil Johnston, Report Tabled 
Discussion held 
Video surveillance, extra lighting 
 
1st RECOMMENDATION 
Council to move towards increased lighting and installing surveillance cameras 
Moved: Cr Mitchell   Seconded: Cr Davis                             Carried 
 
2nd RECOMMENDATION 
Investigate costing to fence laneway only, and other possibility around the building 
Moved: Cr Ford   Seconded: Cr Mitchell                        Carried 

 
2. Flag Policy 

Phil Johnston, Report Tabled 
RECOMMENDATION 
Committee voted to stay with existing flag policy 
Moved: Cr Mitchell   Seconded: Cr Hollman                         Carried 

 
3. Street Tree Master Plan 

Bruce Gray, Report and Plan Tabled 
 
1.05pm Cr Mitchell leaves the room 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Committee endorses the concept plan 
Moved: Cr Davis   Seconded: Cr Hollman                         Carried 

 
4. Queensland Fig Trees 

Bruce Gray, Report Tabled 
 
1.10pm Cr Mitchell enters back into the meeting 
 
Discussion held 
Additional strategy proposed that a program for removal of all smaller fig trees ( 
approximately 50) by Council staff be planned next financial year . 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Council approves Strategy A, which sets a 10 year program annually for tree 
removal based on alleviating the effects on private property. And that a one-off 
program for the removal of smaller fig trees by Council Staff be programmed in 
2012/13. 
Moved: Cr Ford   Seconded: Cr Davis                                Carried 
 
1.28pm Cr Davis leaves the room 
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5. Cenotaph 
Bruce Gray, Report Tabled 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Council agrees to allow the relocation of the 25 pounder gun to the Cenotaph area 
funded by Bourke Bowling Club. 
Council agrees to arrange transport of the 25 pounder gun to the Cenotaph area 
funded from the Central Park M&R budget. 
Council agrees to fix the Cenotaph entrance gate pillars and replace the broken 
concrete paving funded from 2011/2012 Main Street Improvement Budget. 

 
6. Enngonia Progress Association Letter’s 

Bruce Gray, Report Tabled 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
That the town committee recommends to Council that the request received from 
the Enngonia Progress Association be considered in Council’s future four year 
delivery program and 2012/13 operational plan in the following way:- 

 Hall Toilet refurbishment-2012/13 operational plan subject to grant 

 Doors-2012/13 operational plan subject to grant 

 Painting/Cladding-2012/16 delivery program 

 Floor Sanding- 2012/16 delivery program 

 Ceiling Fans- 2012/16 delivery program 

 Public Toilets-2012/16 delivery program subject to grant 

 Shade over park equipment-2012/16 delivery program 

 Picnic Tables-2012/16 delivery program 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS WITHOUT NOTICE 

1. Moculta Wortumertie Street laneway requires another gate put into place 
RECOMMENDATION 

Committee recommends to Council that a lane gate be placed in a practical location 
in the lane bounded by Wortumurtie/Moculta/Short/Coomah Streets 

     Moved: Cr Mitchell        Seconded: Cr Hollman                            Carried 
      

2.  The Committee were advised that the predicted Bourke Flood Height has been 
revised to 13.8m, peaking on the 1/3/2012 (Post script:  On 9th February this 
prediction was changed to 13.9 m on 29th Feb) 

 
NEXT MEETING  11th April 2012, 12 Noon 
 
There being no further business Mayor Lewis closed the meeting at 1.50pm.           
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Resolution 

82/2012 Council resolved to note the Town Committee Draft Minutes of 12th September 
2011 and in particular to endorse: 

 Council to move towards increasing  lighting and installing surveillance cameras at 
the Medical Centre 

 For the Medical Centre, investigate costing to fence laneway only, and other 
possibility around the building 

 That the current flag policy is to continue 

 Endorse the Street Tree concept Master Plan 

 That for management of Queensland Fig Trees, Council adopt the option of 
strategy A as presented to the Town Committee which sets a 10 year program 
annually for tree removal based on alleviating the effects on private property. 

 That a one-off program for the removal of smaller fig trees by Council Staff be 
programmed in 2012/13. 

 That Council agrees to allow the relocation of the 25 pounder gun to the Cenotaph 
area funded by Bourke Bowling Club. 

 That Council agrees to arrange transport of the 25 pounder gun to the Cenotaph 
area funded from the Central Park M&R budget. 

 That Council agrees to repair the Cenotaph entrance gate pillars and replace the 
broken concrete paving funded from 2012 Main Street Improvement Budget. 

 That the requests received from the Enngonia Progress Association be considered 
in Council’s future four year delivery program and 2012/13 operational plan in the 
following way:- 

o Hall Toilet refurbishment-2012/13 operational plan subject to grant 
o Doors-2012/13 operational plan subject to grant 
o Painting/Cladding-2012/16 delivery program 
o Floor Sanding- 2012/16 delivery program 
o Ceiling Fans- 2012/16 delivery program 
o Public Toilets-2012/16 delivery program subject to grant 
o Shade over park equipment-2012/16 delivery program 
o Picnic Tables-2012/16 delivery program 

 That a lane gate be placed in a practical location in the lane bounded by 
Wortumurtie/Moculta/Short/Coomah Streets   

Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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ACTION LIST SUMMARY 
 
The following Table summarises the Actions resolved at this Meeting: 

 

Item Required Action By Whom By When 

Security Measures for 
Dr Surgery 

to move towards increased 
lighting and installing 
surveillance cameras 
 

Phil Johnston & 
Damian Slacksmith 

 

Street Tree Master 
Plan 

Indorse the concept plan 
 

Bruce  

Queensland Fig Tree 
Removal 

Approved strategy A which 
sets a 10 year program 
annually for tree removal 
based on alleviating the 
effects on private property 
with also further report on 
removing the smaller figs 
trees by Council Staff 
 

Bruce  

Cenotaph Agenda 4 Bruce, Phil & 
Dwayne 

 

Enngonia Progress 
Association Letter’s 

That the town committee 
recommends to Council that 
the request received from 
the Enngonia Progress 
Association be considered in 
Council’s future four year 
delivery program and 
2012/13 operational plan 

Subject to Council 
decision, then Bruce 

2012/13 
2012/16 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: L8.3 

Report: 907/2012 Constitutional Recognition of Local Government – Contribution 
of Funds 

Author: Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM, President LGA of NSW 
Cr Ray Donald, President, Shires Association of NSW 

 
Updating Council on the process and progress for achieving Constitutional Recognition of 
Local Government and providing an indication of Council’s contribution to a national 
advertising campaign which would be $9,808.14 plus GST. This levy would be three equal 
instalments payable over three financial years. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

83/2012 Council resolved that Council should not subscribe to the Constitutional 
Recognition of Local Government – Contribution of Funds. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

 

File No: L8.2.1 

Report: 908/2012 Public Interest Disclosures – New Reporting Requirement 

Author: Ross Woodward, Chief Executive, Local Government 
A Division of the Department of Premier & Cabinet 

 
Councils will be required to provide an annual report on their obligations under the Act 
within four months after the end of each reporting year. 
 
Council will also be required to provide the NSW Ombudsman with statistical information 
regarding their compliance with their obligations under the Act on a six monthly basis. 
 
Information is to be collected as from 1st January 2012. 
 
Resolution 

84/2012 Council resolved to note its new reporting obligations under Public Interest 
Disclosures legislation. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

Resolution at 2.05pm 

85/2012 Council resolved to move into Closed Session of Council  
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Mitchell    Carried 
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Resolution at 3.10pm 

86/2012 Council resolved to return to Open Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 
Resolution 

87/2012 Council resolved to note and make public the resolutions from the closed session 
of Council 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
Resolution 

88/2012 Council resolved that based on the level of interest that has already been 
received Council gives approval to proceed with the subdivision and the capital works. 

 
Resolution 

89/2012 Council resolved that Council borrow $378,000 in additional loan funding to 
complete the capital works for the industrial subdivision on Peter Bryant Way in the 2011/ 
12 financial year. 

 
Resolution 

90/2012 Council resolved that the price of $8,500 (ex GST) per HA be set for sales prior to 
the 30th of June 2012. 

 
Resolution 

91/2012 Council resolved that a price of not lower than $9,000 (ex GST) per HA be 
considered for sales from 1st July 2012. 

 
Resolution 

92/2012 Council resolved that the General Manager be authorized to negotiate the final 
sizes of lots to be sold to the proponents prior to the 30th of June 2012. 

 
Resolution 

93/2012 Council resolved to invite the Youth Interagency Committee to address the 
Council at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on Monday, March 2012 to discuss 
numerous local youth issues within the community. 

 
Resolution 

94/2012 Council resolved to write off the following Debtor Accounts as bad debts that are 
not recoverable. 

Account Number Total Amount 

0-07550-7 10,074.83 

0-08859-1 151,259.11 
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Resolution 

95/2012 Council resolved to note the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water 
Billing and Debtors owed to Council as at 31st December 2011 and reinforce Council’s 
commitment to proceed to recover outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing and 
Debtors accounts. 

  
 Resolution 

96/2012 Council resolved to note the committed efforts that Greg McCosker undertakes in 
this difficult role for collection of outstanding accounts. 

 
Resolution 

97/2012 Council resolved to write to Minister Humphries and Mrs Humphries expressing 
our thoughts for the recent flooding of their home in Moree. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 101/2012 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Phil Wilson / Works Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed between the 9

th
 December 2011 to 27

th
 January 2012. 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR404 Bourke-Hungerford Top grade completed 

HW 29 Bourke-Brewarrina Shoulder widening in progress work delayed due to 
wet weather 

SH 7 South Bourke-Byrock Slashing shoulders completed 

MR421 Bourke-Cobar Slashing shoulders completed 

Rural Fire Service Grading fire breaks North Bourke Village & Airport 

 
2. SOUTH SECTOR – Trevor Thomas/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR405 Bourke-Wanaaring Top grade completed 

State Highways Replacing & repairing signs 

R2R RLR28 Janina Gravel sheeting completed 

SH 7 North Bourke-Barringun Shoulder grading 

RLR13 Landsdown Repairing storm damage 

Rural Fire Service Grading fire breaks Louth Village 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Other Moving various plant 

HW29 Bourke-Brewarrina Shoulder widening in progress 

State Highways Carting aggregate for reseals 

Regional & Rural Roads Carting aggregate for reseals 

 
4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

SH7 South Bourke-Byrock Pothole patching 

MR421 Bourke-Cobar Pothole patching 
Patching edge breaks 

SH29 Bourke-Brewarrina Pot whole patching 
Repairing flood damage at Piano Gully 

SH7 North Bourke-Barringun Pothole patching 
Edge patching 

MR68S Bourke-Louth Pothole patching 

 
ALL RESEALS DELAYED DUE TO WET CONDITIONS 
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5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General  All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out 

 Sporting grounds mowed 

 Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 

 Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 

 General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Cemetery  Assist with graves:  

 11/01/2012 

 25/01/2012 

Small Plant  Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Request  Actioned and ongoing 

Renshaw Complex  General Maintenance carried out 

Risk Assessments  Completed with every job 

 
6. BUILDING SERVICES – Paul Faulkner/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests  Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments  Completed with every job 

Airport Terminal  Trimmed cedar trees 

 Airport fence- repair restrain broken wires 

 Airport house- repair peppercorn trees from fence line  
                           reprogram irrigation system 

North Bourke Bridge  Graffiti removed 

Depot  Completion of Park and Garden shelter 

 Sign shed- fix lock to entry door 

Library  Readjusted door and lock 

Davidson Oval  Board up window 

Dr Housing  70 Mertin Street- Trimmed big bushie tree out front 

13 Mile  Completed Rest area roof 

Training  Nil 

Villages  Wanaaring- Flood gates completed 

 Enngonia- CWA repunch veranda floor boards and refix gutter 
                   Fixed Playground equipment 

Blisters  Removal of graffiti from blisters in Mitchell & Tarcoon Streets 

BOB Centre  Erection of flag pole 

PCYC  Inspection of water damage 

Pool  Inspection roof where water is pooling, possibility of replacing roof 

 
7. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Works Requests Daily 

Cemetery Grave  11/01/2012, 25/01/2012 

Rest Areas Weekly removal of rubbish and cleaning of rest areas 24/01/2012 

Graffiti Removal Ongoing 

Staff Training Nil 

Sundry Debtors  S/D 920427- Crusher Dust 18/01/2012 

 S/D 920426- Truck 18/01/2012 

 S/D 929428- Truck 19/01/2012 
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General  RTA Signs Enngonia 05/01/2012 

 Clean wash bay 10/01/2012 

 Concrete repairs Mitchell Street footpath trip hazard 10/01/2012 

 Dead dog Renshaw 10/01/2012 

 Cold Mix Spar footpath trip hazard 11/01/2012 

 Pick up tree branches Green Street 11/01/2012 

 Pick up needles 13/01/2012 

 Mow footpaths 13/01/2012 

 Prune trees Mertin Street 13/01/2012 

 RTA signs Bourke schools 16/01/2012 

 Sand footpaths and wharf 19/01/2012 

 Remove kerb Wilson Street new house 19/01/2012 

 Remove tree Dr’s House Mertin Street 19/01/2012 

 Concrete blisters Spar pavers 19/01/2012 

 Clean drains open flood gates 23/01/2012 

 Start pumps 23/01/2012 ongoing 31/01/2012 

 Repair pavers Main Street 25/01/2012 

 Pick needles Mitchell Street 27/01/2012 

 Move pump to Brewarrina Rd to pump out water as one pump out of 
order 31/01/2012 

 Pick up tree’s (wind storm) 31/01/2012 

 
8. WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman 

Plant No 
Rego 

Description Work Carried Out 

135 
BD 37 AJ 

2009 Volvo  500 Hr 

137 
DH 91 BK 

2010 Volvo G940  2,000 Hr 

140 
AK 24 LO 

Caterpillar 12H  250 Hr 

105 
 

1986 Box Trailer  Repair spring bushes 

135 
BD 37 AJ 

2009 Volvo  Repair step 
 Regas air-conditioner 
 Fit new AM radio 

137 DH 91 BK 2010 Volvo G940  Check ram bushes 
 Replace door mirrors 
 Replace grease nipple front axle 

140 
AK 24 LO 

2006 Caterpillar 12H  Throttle stops when articulating 
 Head gasket replaced and oxygen sensor 

171 
BN 04 EY 

2002 Isuzu 1400 FY FVZ  Repairs to Speedo, trip meter and UHF radio 

216 
YZH 349 

2004 Hino  Replace LHR brake booster 

26 
AO 79 AH 

Isuzu 450  Replace magnetic switch to PTO 
 Repair PTO oil leak 

315 
BHE 35P 

2008 Mazda BT-50  Repair UHF radio 

44 
R 71381 

2007 Moore Roadtrain Dolly  Replace RHF main spring 
 Check and replace worn bushes 
 Replace hydraulic hose 
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47 
R 71368 

Moore Tipper  Replace all worn rocker and suspension rod 
bushes 

48 
AZ 90 ZJ 

2009 Freightliner CL 120  Replace air-conditioner condenser and regas 
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9.   Water and Water – Richard Stephens/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Job Requests Actioned and ongoing 

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Villages Byrock 

 Leaking two inch line 

 Water supply cut off due to power faults 

Water Raw: 

 Dug up main at Adelaide Street 

 Dug up main  at Richard / Mitchell Street 

 Dug up 4 inch ac Cooma Street 

 A number of leaking services attended to 

 Flush hydrants 
Filtered Water: 

 Dug up 12 inch main Charles Street 

 Dug up 8 inch main Tudor Street 

 Dug up 8 inch main 5 Wilson Street 

 Leaking taps services also done 

 Dosing of Fluoride restarted 

Sewer  Replace sewer boundary Charles and Mertin Street 

 Sewer chokes cleared in main with Seca Machine 

 Household sewer chokes cleared with Both Plunger and seca Machine 

 
Resolution  

98/2012 Council resolved to note the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to 
Council on Monday, 20

th
 February 2012. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried   Unstarred 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 202/2012 Developments Approved Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby,  Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 2012/0036 Lot 4, Section 12, DP 1082 – 
14-16 Green Street 

Demolish & Remove 4x2 Bedroom units 

Delegated DA & CC 
2011/0032 

Lot 6269, DP 769123 – 
Springvale, Enngonia 

Erection of one Advertising Signage 

Delegated DA & CC 
2011/0035 

Lot 1977, DP 763866 – The 
Cato, Enngonia 

Erection of one Advertising Signage 

 
Total value of Approved works for January 2012    = $40000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for January 2012   = 3 
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for January 2012 = 0 
 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 202/2012 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of January 2012 0 0 

Seized 7 0 

Surrendered 2 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 9 0 

Euthanased 2 0 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of January 2012 7 0 

Total 9 0 

Micro-chip Implantations 0 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

Orders 

Orders 
Served 

Address Reason Why Works Required Status Action Taken 

NIL      

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s  
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File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 202/2012 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for January 2012 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adult & Pensioners Child Adult & Pensioners Child 

442 792 446 1306 

These figures include school groups 

 
Dwayne Willoughby 
Manager of Environmental Services 
 
Resolution  

99/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 20

th
 February, 2012.  

Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 401/2012 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 

 
2

nd
 February 2012  

 
With the Western Herald having had a well deserved summer break, this is my first column for 2012.  In 
reporting on Council’s activities for the start of the year, it is remarkable how similar the climatic conditions 
have been this summer to last summer, and how the climate influences the works and services of Council.   
Over the Christmas – New Year period, the Darling River progressively rose towards major flood levels.  Council 
employees had to close the flood gates which are installed on the pipes to allow surface water drainage from 
the town of Bourke into the river.  These floodgates are routinely closed as the river height approaches 9 
metres, to avoid a backflow of river water into the town. 
 
The Darling River peaked at Bourke over the three days of 9

th
 to 11

th
 January at 12.2 metres, being the exact 

height at which the classification of a flood changes from “moderate” to “major”.  Fortunately the river 
subsided enough to allow the flood gates to be opened again last Friday, before the heavy rain which fell on 
the weekend.  Had these gates remained closed over the last weekend significant local town flooding may 
have occurred. 
 
A number of Council Managers and other employees worked during the festive period due to the imminent 
flooding.  This particularly was in relation to the ever changing conditions of all roads along the river.  
Unfortunately for many residents along the river, isolation due to flood waters is a consequence of their 
location.  The inconveniences of such road closures are most graphically highlighted by the fact that the 
Kamilaroi Highway between Bourke and Walgett was closed to all traffic for over six weeks from 6

th
 December 

until 19
th

 January.   
 
Although it is difficult to estimate the cost to Council from the river flooding, preliminary estimates are 
$700,000 damage to Council roads and $150,000 damage to highways in the Shire.  Council has made a 
submission seeking that a Natural Disaster declaration be made for the whole shire due to both the damage 
caused by the river flooding and from the significant local rainfall over the last ten days.  Without such a 
declaration, all costs for repairs must be carried by Council. 
 

 
The regular rainfall events have significantly curtailed Council’s planned road programs, and increased other 
Council commitments.  Resealing of highways, local roads and town streets, shoulder widening on the highway 
to Brewarrina and bridge constructions have all been delayed, whilst increased demands for vegetation control 
and road damage repairs have forced changes to work priorities. 
 

 
Council is mindful of further flooding in all the river systems across the Shire, with a major flood anticipated in 
the Paroo.  Council has recently completed the installation of flood flaps on the drainage pipes through the 
levee surrounding Wanaaring, and the levee can be expected to be closed again across the main road entering 
the village from Bourke before the peak arrives. 
 

 
Australia Day celebrations in Bourke were considered highly successful, despite the need for changing the 
venue of the main activities to the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre.  Throughout the celebrations, 
Ambassador and renowned Rugby League legend Steve Mortimer was widely appreciated as he demonstrated 
a natural passion and enthusiasm as a worthy Ambassador for Australia Day. 
 
My personal congratulations are extended to all the recipients of special awards, and also to the many other 
people throughout our Shire who participate towards building a strong united community, proud of our past 
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and committed to our future.  I especially acknowledge Councillor Wal Mitchell and Stan Douglas for their 
outstanding long standing contributions across numerous fields.  It is fitting that Council has acknowledged 
Councillor Mitchell’s contributions through the dedication of the “Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct”.   
Congratulations are also extended to the staff and volunteers of the PCYC and support agencies for the 
summer programs that have been running. I understand that all of the activities have proved popular with 
many families taking advantage of the organized events. 
 

 
Expressions of interest for the Airport industrial subdivision remain open until the end of February. Several 
expressions of interest have already been received and more are welcome. 
 

 
Last Friday Council arranged a special forum involving our three local tiers of government representatives 
meeting with senior officers from the Ombudsman’s Office and delegates who visited the Cape York last year.  
These delegates provided a snapshot of their observations of government service delivery and community 
responsibilities in the top end.  The forum proved a valuable opportunity for local members, Federal Member 
for Parkes Mark Coulton, Minister for Western NSW and State Member for Barwon Kevin Humphries, 
Councillors and senior Council Managers to hear of different models available to maximize the efficiencies and 
effectiveness of a wide range of social welfare matters. 
 

 
In previous years I have used this column to share motivational quotes and Bourke history.  This year I am 
taking a different initiative by providing a collection of poetry predominantly focused on either the western 
region of NSW or on special messages.  I will welcome the supply of any poetry which you think may be 
appropriate for this collection. 
 

 
It is most fitting that the first poem is one written in 2004 by local identity Andrew Hull at a time of birthday 
celebration for widely known and respected long term Bourke Stock and Station, Real Estate and Property 
Agent Peter Whitbread.  Sadly, Peter died a few weeks ago, and Andrew recited this poem at a huge funeral 
service held for Peter in Dubbo.  One of Peter’s household contributions to the Bourke community has been 
the compilation and supply of the highly sort after “Bourke Business Telephone Guide”.  Peter will be widely 
missed. 
 
Cheers for now, 
Geoff. 
 

 
9

th
 February 2012 

Planning for the next predicted river flow peak is the major activity involving Council and many other locally 
based organizations at present.  The Local Emergency Management Committee has swung in to gear to ensure 
that every possible contingency has been considered.  As the flood waters which have devastated communities 
in the catchment of the Darling River, such as Moree, St George and Mitchell, slowly flow downstream, we 
must anticipate a number of reviews of the predictions by the time the peak reaches Bourke.  Obviously 
effects in the downstream reaches of the river will also be influenced by any future significant rainfall events. 
The current predictions for the Darling River are that it may peak at Bourke about 2

nd
 March at approximately 

13.5 metres.  To put this in to some perspective, this is about 1.3 metres higher than the recent peak flow at 
Bourke between 9

th
 and 11

th
 January.  Despite this relatively small difference in depth, the relative differences 

in volumes of daily water flow are enormous.  In January, the daily flow peak was recorded as about 73,500 
ML, whereas a flow of 13.5 metres requires about 200,000 ML per day.  On 19

th
 February last year the river 

peaked at Bourke at 12.56 metres, with a daily volume estimate of about 88,000 ML. 
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Minor or major flows are also predicted through all the other major river systems across the Shire, including 
the Paroo, Warrego, Cuttaburra and Culgoa systems. 
 
Based on these predictions, the town of Bourke should be totally safe from the Darling River flow.  Access from 
Bourke to Nyngan and Cobar should not be affected, but access to Brewarrina and in to Queensland will expect 
to be prevented for various periods.   
 
Numerous Council roads in the vicinity of all these river systems will be cut by flood waters, isolating many 
families at different times.  In particular, the road between the Bourke levee and the levee around Alice 
Edwards Village must be expected to be flooded by this predicted peak, isolating the residents of the village. 
 
Unlike many communities in Australia in which heavy rainfall events cause immediate emergencies, 
communities along the entire length of the Darling River, together with the communities on other water 
courses throughout our Shire, usually have ample time to prepare for a river flood event.  Provided there is no 
significant local rain coinciding with the flooding rivers, this timelag is a major benefit for all people in these 
regions, providing time for each person to take necessary steps to minimize the effects of a river flood.  
Preparations can be as varied as: 

 ensuring you have ample supplies of food, fuel, medicines, drinking water and  insect repellants on 

hand, 

 relocating assets such as household effects, livestock and machinery which may be at risk,  

 relocating members of the family who may not be able or safe to cope with extended periods of 

isolation  

 ensuring you have the optimum operating communications systems and ensuring people remain 

aware of your movements 

 within practicalities, minimizing environments for mosquito harbour around your home and where 

your pets are kept, including controlling long grass and minimizing collections of stagnant water 

 above all, avoid taking risks. 

No doubt there will continue to be a lot of discussions and communications relating to the flooding events 
which are currently having devastating impacts on many individuals further upstream.  As with any 
emergencies, well planned response strategies are implemented.  Council will only be one player within a 
larger team for this response.  
 

 
Many activities continue despite the fear of floods.  The Western Districts regional swimming carnival held at 
Bourke was assessed by many people as having been an outstanding success.  The following is part of an 
extract send from a group of visitors following the carnival: “Bourke Swimming Club – what an outstanding two 
days it has been. The committee was blown away!  This small Club has proven they can take on anything big or 
small.  The carnival would not have run the way it did without Bourke’s support and help from parents and the 
Bourke committee.  The professionalism in your club is beyond any club in western districts.”  The message 
continues with praise.  Congratulations to all involved. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council is again cooperating with Bourke Rotary Club in providing a special welcome to all 
newcomers to Bourke who have arrived during the last twelve months.  This initiative has proven most popular 
over recent years in demonstrating that new families are welcomed and made part of the community.  This 
free function for newcomers will be held at the Bourke War Memorial Swimming Pool, on Tuesday, 6

th
 March, 

commencing at 6.30pm.  To allow for catering, participants are requested to RSVP to Council on 68308000 by 
2

nd
 March. 
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Kidman Way promotional books are being reprinted at the moment in time for the new tourist season.  These 
books will be available in time for the first of five annual Caravan and Camping shows at which Bourke Council 
will be represented this year, starting in mid February in Adelaide.  Participation by passionate locals at these 
tourist oriented shows has been considered a major contributor in increasing the popularity of tourism to this 
region of Australia. 
 

 
Information is starting to unfold relating to the details within the new Basin Plan for the Murray Darling Basin.  
There have been no simple summaries made available which could allow an overview of the very complex plan 
to be understood.  However, many commentators are saying that the plan does not adequately recognize any 
actions taken in recent years prior to 2009 which may have changed the balance between economic, social 
and environmental outcomes, and that there is little confidence that the proposed plan will deliver the 
environmental outcomes is aims to achieve. 
 

 
It is fitting that in this week’s “Poet’s Corner” a poem written by Henry Lawson maybe 120 years ago succinctly 
captures the impacts of flooding and the complexities of competing interests of social, economic and 
environmental tensions. 
 
Cheers for now, 
Geoff 
 
Resolution  

101/2012 Council resolves to note the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 20

th
 February 2012. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 402/2012 Library Report 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the month of January 2012 are presented for your information: 
 

1. Circulation statistics for January 20l2: 
 

Audio Visual 191 

Adult Fiction 457 

Non-Fiction 115 

Junior Fiction 205 

Magazines 47 

Interlibrary Loans 1 

Total 1016 

 
 During the same period in 2011, the figures were as follows: 
 

Audio Visual 320 

Adult Fiction 395 

Non-Fiction 127 

Junior Fiction 107 

Magazines 65 

Interlibrary Loans 0 

Total 1014 

 
2. There were a total of 5 new memberships: 5 adults. The internet/wordprocessing facilities were used 

186 times. This compares to the previous years figures of 13 new memberships in January 2011, with 
11 adults, 1 junior and 1 temporary borrower joining. In the same period 109 people used the 
internet/word processing facilities. 
 

3. Through December the library ran a series of Christmas crafts and storytime sessions. We had 
excellent turnouts for all events, and received very positive feedback from those who attended. 
 

4. We have applied to grant funding to digitise the Western Herald newspapers. If we receive the 
funding, this will mean that past issues of the Western Herald would be available online on Trove. 

 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact the library. 
 
Jodie Hatch 
Library Manager 
 
Resolution  

102/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the Corporate Services Department Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 20

th
 February 2012. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried   Unstarred 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 501/2012 BOBEC and VIC January 2012 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
During the months of November, December and January 1841 people visited the Tourist Centre, with 554 
coming through the Exhibition Centre. The Jandra had only limited use for these months due to flooding but 
still enjoyed a record year in 2011 with over 8,200 passengers cruising. 
 
To the end of December, 27,968 visitors had visited the information centre for the 2011 year. 
 
Graph below showing the number of visitors per month to the Exhibition Centre 
 

 
 
Table showing the number of visitors per month to the Exhibition Centre 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 

January  154 113 154 

February  139 60  

March  304 312  

April 551 925 807  

May 1551 1433 974  

June 1535 1769 1154  

July 1951 2345 1489  

August 1607 1916 1225  

September 1433 1816 1251  

October 1259 1325 861  

November 320 512 292  

December 180 182 108  
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Graph showing number of visitors to the Visitor Information Centre in Bourke 
 

 
 
Over the summer months staff have continued to take annual leave and undertake maintenance of the 
Exhibition Centre, Jandra and the Crossley Engine. 
 
The Crossley Engine was serviced by Don Burns and Alan Walker with the repaired piston finally returned to 
the inside engine. Staff of the Exhibition Centre have added additional shelving to the retail area in the visitors 
centre and kept up on general maintenance of the Jandra while making preparations for the annual waterways 
survey of the vessel. Staff have also been responsible for checking the Jandra while the river is flooded, freeing 
the boat of snags and adjusting the ropes according to changing river heights. The Jandra was broken into 
during January with minor damage reported. Police have fingerprinted and are hopeful that results of this will 
be positive.  
 
Visitation to Bourke, while slowed somewhat by the floods has still been good with a large number of 
tradesmen and other professional visitors staying in town. A film crew of over 50 people stayed in Bourke 
during the first week of February filming local scenery and a number of meetings and conferences are planned 
for Bourke in the first half of 2012. 
 
Accommodation and retail outlets have supported the latest edition of the Kidman Way Magazine with 10 
pages in the magazine dedicated to activities in and around Bourke. The magazine is an important piece of 
marketing material and will be provided to visitors at 5 different trade shows that the Bourke community will 
be represented at in 2012. The first of these will be in Adelaide in mid February. 
 
The Back O’ Bourke Cafe is expected to reopen in March this year with Kristie Smiles being awarded the lease 
of the Cafe. 
 
The Outback Regional Tourism Symposium will take place in Broken Hill at the start of March while the Inland 
Tourism Organisation together with the State Government have recently announced over $250,000 in funding 
support for tourist related projects for Western New South Wales. 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 
Resolution  

103/2012 Council resolved to note the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity 
Report as presented to Council on Monday, 20

th
 February 2012. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford  Carried   Unstarred 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.20pm 


