Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 17" January 2011 in the Council Chambers at

9.00am
Cl2.1
Councillors 17/01 | 21/02 | 28/03 | 18/04 | 23/05 | 20/06 | 25/07 | 22/08 | 26/09 | 24/10 | 28/11
Cr Andrew Lewis | ¥
Cr Robert v
Stutsel
Cr Victor Bartley AP
Cr Olga Collis- 4
McAnespie
Cr Sally Davis v
Cr Cec v
Dorrington
Cr Lachlan Ford | ¥
Cr Barry v
Hollman
Cr John Holmes | Y
Cr Wal Mitchell | Y
Staff
Geoff Wise General Manager

Leonie Brown

Manager of Corporate Services

Bernie Wilder

Manager Environmental Services

Bruce Gray

Manager of Services

Mark Gordon

Manager of Roads

Peter Brown

Manager of Water & Wastewater Services

Phil Johnston

Manager of Tourism & Development

Kai Howard

Executive Assistant/Minutes

OPENING PRAYER

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer.

REMEMBRANCE

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:

Bernard Hubert Murray

Troy McKellar

John Burke
All the persons who died in the 2011 Queensland Floods

Irene Booth
Reg Watson
Joseph George Ronald Parsons
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APOLOGIES

Resolution

01/2011 Council resolved to note the apology from Cr Bartley and leave be
granted for the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 17" January
2011.

Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

MAYORAL MINUTE

29/11/2010 | Council Meeting

Pera Bore Final Speech Night

01/012/2010 | Meeting with Commissioners of Financial Assistance Grants
Council

14/12/2010 | Committee Meeting

High School Speech and Prize Night

15/12/2010 | Meeting in Bourke with CEO of MDA Ray Najar

12/01/2011 | Meeting in Gilgandra with Opposition Leader and Deputy
Opposition Leader

13/01/2011 | Back O’ Bourke Business Awards

e Substantial rain has fallen across the Shire since the previous meeting on
29" November 2010 and all rivers have had major flows. The Darling
peaked last week at 12.34 metres and is expected to rise and fall slowly
during the next six weeks.

e 2010 was an exceptional year for rain. Some rainfall measurements include
“Springvale” at Enngonia 640mls /26 inches for the calendar year.

e Springvale had 850mls (34 inches) between 24/12/2009 and24/12/2010).
Bourke rainfall was 627mls (25 inches) for the calendar year.

e In conjunction with Bourke Rotary Club the Council will hold a Welcome to
Bourke Evening for new residents. A date is to be advised.

e | would like to float an idea of holding a celebration this year to
acknowledge 150 years of settlement in Bourke. There are conflicting
stories of the actual year but it is commonly recognised as 1861.

e There have been record floods in Queensland and Victoria causing massive
destruction and loss of life. We offer our sympathy and condolences to
those who have lost loved ones. What are Councillors thoughts on how
Bourke Shire Council should respond to these events?

Andrew Lewis
Mayor
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Resolution

02/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Mayoral Minute
presented to Council on Monday, 17" January 2011.

Moved Cr Lewis Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

Resolution

03/2011 Council resolved that Bourke Shire Council coordinate a fundraising
appeal for the Queensland Flood victims.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

Resolution

04/2011 Council resolved to plan a 150 year celebration in association with
the Surveyor General.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

STARRING OF ITEMS

A number of items have been starred for discussion.
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed.

Resolution
05/2011 Council resolved to approve the un-starred items in the Agenda for
the Council meeting held on Monday, 17™ January 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-Mclnespie  Carried Unstarred
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES
Resolution

06/2011 Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of
Council held on the 29" November 2010 as a true and correct record.
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2011
January 17% Council Meeting - 3™ Monday 4™ is for Australia Day
26" Australia Day
February 21 Council Meeting - 3" Monday 4™ is for Western
Division Conference
23" Special Shires Association 1 Day Conference - One
Association
24" - 26" Masterclass Tourism Conference - Bourke
27" Feb - Western Division Conference
1% March
March o _ 11" “Gone Fishing, Back Soon” Local Government Tourism
Conference 2011 - Sutherland
28" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
April 18" Council Meeting - 3" Monday 4" is for Easter Monday
& ANZAC Day
25" ANZAC Day
25T Easter Monday
May 23" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
30" -1°t Local Government & Shires Association Annuall
June Conference
June 20" Council Meeting - 3™ Monday 4™ needed to finalise
budget
July 251 Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
August 22" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
September | 26" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
October 24" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
November/ | 28™ Council Meeting - 5" Monday of November - merge
December with December Meeting
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BUSINESS ARISING from 29™ NOVEMBER 2010

KEY: [ ] Action still pending

Action complete

GM General Manager

MCS Manager Corporate Services

MES Manager Environmental Services
MTD Manager Tourism & Development
MTS Manager of Town Services

MRS Manager of Road Services

MW&WWS  Manager of Water & Waste Water Services

387/2008 - Nine Day Fortnight
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Original Resolution 30372007 - Closely
monitor Nine Day Fortnight for a six month
period on its performance

Industrial review continuing

72/2010 - Town Committee Minutes - Poets Corner
Responsible Officer: MTS

ACTION TAKEN

Plaques to be fixed and sign for Poets Damaged/missing plagues remade.
Corner at the present site from current
budget and Council review relocation of Replacement signage with sign writer

Poets Corner to the wharf area during the
budget allocation process 2010/2011

435/2010 - “Tooralé” - Notice of Motion
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Council pursue the feasibility of a process of
coordinating the efforts of Bourke Shire
Council and Land and Property Management
Authority, the Western Lands Commission,
the Surveyor General and National Parks
NSW to evolve a mechanism whereby a
number of the Western Lands Lease that
make up Tooralé be reallocated for grazing
purpose and become rateable”.
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436/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - Kyle Gale Fundraising
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Supply 10 tickets on the PV Jandra to be
auctioned for the Kyle Gale Fundraiser

Completed

439/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - Murray Darling Basin Authority Plan
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Contact Greater Shepparton City Council Letter sent
and Gannawarra Shire Council expressing

Council’s fear for the threat of the proposed

Basin Plan

440/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - Proposed Meeting with the Grants
Commission
Responsible Officer: MCS

ACTION TAKEN

Council and Senior Staff to meet with the Completed
Grants Commission on 24" November 2010

441/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - Financial Issues in Local Government
Training
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Cr Hollman, Cr Bartley and Cr Lewis to Nominations sent
attend a course on Financial Issues in Local

Government to be held 1% February 2011

442/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - “Gone Fishing"! Back Soon...”” Local
Government Tourism Conference 2011
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

MT&D and Cr Mitchell to attend the Local
Government Tourism Conference
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452/2010 - Closed Session of Council - Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Tourist Information Centre (TIC) be taken e Contract Manager, Tourist

over by Council Information Centre advised of
Council’s decision on 25"
October

e Transition being worked
through

462/2010 - Donations to Schools
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

$100 donation to be sent to each school in Completed
the Bourke Shire as contributions towards

their Presentation Day ceremonies

463/2010 - Council Business Closures for the Christmas Period
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Council offices, Library, RTA and the Back Completed
O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre be closed during
the Christmas and New Year period from
2pm, 24" December 2010, and reopen
Tuesday, 4™ January 2011.

Waste Depot be closed on Christmas Day,
Boxing Day and New Years Day.

464/2010 - Western Division of NSW Annual Conference - Brewarrina - 27"
February - 1% March 2011
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Western Division of NSW Annual Conference
to be held in Brewarrina 27" February to the
1°* March 2011, attending are Cr Lewis, Cr
Mitchell, Cr Holmes, Cr Stutsel, Cr Davis and
the General Manager
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465/2010 - Australia Day
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Australia Day Awards be decided by secret Ongoing
voting of Council at the Ordinary Meeting of
Council to be held on Monday, 17" January
2011 and that the names of the recipients of
awards remain confidential until the
announcement at the Australia Day
Ceremony on Wednesday, 26" January 2011
and that the names of all nominees remain
confidential.

466/2010 - Update on Proposed Basin Plan
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Response to be sent to the Murray Darling
Basin Authority and the Parliamentary
Enquiry in relation to the proposed Basin
Plan

Completed

468/2010 - Funding Grant to Undertake a Review of the Future Water Supply
Options for Bourke
Responsible Officer: MW&WWS

ACTION TAKEN

A regular pattern of depth measurements of | Waiting for fall in river depth for
sites in the Bourke weir pond at 4 metres to | accurate results
be carried out.

483/2010 - Town Committee Minutes
Responsible Officer: MS

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Collaborate with the group interested in Ongoing
developing an additional irrigated playing
field in Bourke to invest the funding in one
or more projects in the sporting precinct
area between PCYC and Coolican Oval,
refuses to allow any development on
Boomerang Oval at this stage, due to the
inconsistencies with Council’s management
exposures.
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486/2010 - Funding - Public Libraries within NSW
Responsible Officer: MCS

ACTION TAKEN

Council to continue to support Public
Libraries NSW - Country for funding to Public
Libraries from the NSW Government.

Ongoing

489/2010 - Community Contribution - Use of Council Vehicle
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Community Outback Trek be given the use Completed
of a Council vehicle for the scout trip, this
vehicle would be required from 13" - 18"
December 2010. All fuel, tyres, etc are to
be paid for by the Bourke Police and
Community Outback Trek Committee

490/2010 - Request to Develop Council Land from PCYC
Responsible Officer: MS

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Approval in principle to allow the PCYC to Completed See Res No 490/2010
construct a prefabricated building to be
used as a fitness room/boxing ring and
storeroom adjacent to the TB Randall Hall,
subject to development of an agreement
regarding long-term ownership and
responsibilities and subject to normal
development application process.

Resolution

07/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Business Arising for
the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council held on Monday, 17" January
2011.

Moved Cr Ford Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

File No: C2.3.1
Report: 301/2011 Australia Day
Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background
e At the Council meeting on 29" November 2010, Council resolved that the
Australia Day Awards be decided by secret voting of Council and the names
of the recipients of awards remain confidential until the announcement at
the Australia Day Ceremony on Wednesday, 26™ January 2011.
e Council further resolved that the names of all nominees remain
confidential.
e The nominations for the 2010 Australia Day Awards close on 7" January
2011.
¢ Nominations will be forwarded out to Councillors during the week prior to
the Council meeting and should be handled in absolute confidentiality.
e The nominations received will be voted by Councillors by secret ballot in
closed session.
Recommendation:
For information of Councillors

Resolution

08/2011 Council resolved to discuss the Australia Day Award Nominations in
Closed Session of Council.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: F2.2
Report: 302/2011 Council Contributions to Rural Fire Service

Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:
In the 2009710 financial year, the actual costs for the Barwon Darling Zone RFS
were $142,332, of which Bourke and Brewarrina Councils paid half each.

On 26™ Feb 2010, RFS advised Bourke Council that “The estimated probable
contribution for 2010/2011 for the Barwon Darling Zone is $159,448".

On 15" December 2010 Council received an email advice, followed by hard copy
dated 14™ December and received during the week commencing 20" December,
that the Rural Fire Service levy to Bourke and Brewarrina Councils for the current
financial year, 2010/11, has been determined to be $265,930.24.
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In summary:

e The Barwon Darling Zone is a combination of Bourke and Brewarrina
Councils, with the cost divided equally.

e Councils are obliged to pay 11.7% contribution towards the total Rural
Fire Fighting Fund.

e 0On 26" Feb 2010, RFS advised Bourke Council that “The estimated
probable contribution for 2010/2011 for the Barwon Darling Zone is
$159,448”.

e As a result of this advice, Bourke Council budgeted $80,000 in the
2010/11 Council Management Plan for RFS costs, being 50% of the
advised total.

e Between February and December 2010 Council has not received any
advice that the February estimate may have been grossly inaccurate.

e On 14" December 2010, a letter was dated from RFS, with email copy
received by Bourke Council on 15" December 2010, indicating that
the revised Barwon Darling Zone contribution from the two Councils
has increased by $106,482.24, or 66.8%, from the figure advised in
February.

On 15" December, the day after RFS dated a letter to Council advising of the
increased Council contributions, the RFS issued a quarterly invoice incorporating
the increased contributions.

Council received the Zone’s quarterly invoice on 22" December. It includes a
$58,634.84 increase from the previous quarterly invoices. Council has budgeted
for the previous amount, but not the increase.

Further, the invoice states: “The Acts cited above stipulate that contributions are
payable on or before ... 1st January ... in each financial year”.

In the week prior to Christmas, the General Manager communicated with the
Minister’s office verbally and by email. Unfortunately the Chief of Staff was on
leave and the Acting Chief of Staff has not responded to either the telephone call
or the email which sought a response.

In the week prior to Christmas, the General Manager communicated on this matter
with the Executive Officers for both the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils
(OROC) and Western Group of Shires, with the LGSA and with Local Member Kevin
Humphries. This resulted in coordinated initiatives, including ongoing
communications with Kevin Humphries between Christmas and the New Year.

Over the Christmas New Year period this topic received widespread media
attention, including the Sydney Telegraph seeking a response from Bourke Shire
Council. A number of Councils have indicated they are refusing to pay the
increase, and the Minister has responded by offering the opportunity to negotiate a
(time) payment regime.

The following provides a summary of the implications for Councils across parts of
the Western NSW.
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Council Increase- Other charges | Action
Lachlan Increase 24% in other Written letter to Commissioner and not paid
charges section increase
Central Darling 2" quarter - $25,391.31
3rd quarter $57,814.43
Cobar Full budget contribution
$105,000 increased to
$177,000
Carrathool 09/10- $107,881 Total RFS Regional Allocation is $1.788
10/11 $209,215 a 71.8% million of which $1.022 million is for other
increase services (i.e. Sydney only) Council’s
allocation is $718K of which $ 212K is for
district management so we only get $500K on
ground support for which we pay over $200K
in contributions Council decided not to pay
additional amounts
Hay Council 201072011 year is Whilst we can claim this amount back through
$111,328.69 after a the fund next year, Council will have to carry
previous estimate of the financial burden. In addition the
$70,996. respective Councils end up paying 11.7% of
Increase for other support | 11.7% of the increase. This is
charges which have 200972010 = (129464*.117) .117 =$1,772.23
increased from 201072011 = (499,473*.117).117 = $6,837.28
2009/2010-$129,460 to Net cost increase of = $5,065.05
2010/2011-$499,473
Wentworth 2008709 $284,508.78
200972010 $329,156.71 -
an increase of $44,647.93.
Barwon Darling Estimate 2010/2011 Contacts made with Minister’s Office, LGSA,
Zone, $160,000 OROC and Western Shires Group. Decision on
Bourke/ Actual $266,000 action deferred until January Council
Brewarrina a 66.8% increase meeting. Council paid “normal’ account and
Council withheld the increase.

Current Situation

e Immediately Council received the December invoice on 22" December, the
General Manager authorised payment of the Zone’s budgeted quarterly
estimate, with a cheque drawn on 24" December.

e The difference of $58,634.84 between the Zone’s budgeted estimate and
the invoice issued to the Barwon Darling Zone has not been paid.

Financial Implications
Some issues for Bourke include:
e A 66% increase to any estimate is considered unacceptable
e An increase of over $50,000 ($53,241.12 compared to preliminary advice,
and $52,965 compared to budget) in our Council’s costs may be impossible

to absorb.

e In our Council’s published annual budget prepared in June 2010, we
budgeted for a net profit of $34,429. Hence this single change by the RFS
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has the potential to convert Bourke Council net profit into a net deficit for
the year.

e Receiving advice of such a cost increase half way through the financial year
IS unacceptable and bad business management.

e Receiving an invoice on 22" December for an unplanned payment with an
expectation of payment by 1° January is unrealistic and bad public relations
from the RFS.

e This appears another case of State Government cost shifting, and of the
Government committing Local Government funding without consultation.

e Councils appear to have limited avenues to react.

e It seems coincidental that the advice has been delivered to Councils so close
to the time when all media, politics, and business coordination, such are
LGSA and Regional Organisations of Councils, are winding down, and when
Parliament is prorogued. The implications of dealing with this when the
Government is prorogued are uncertain.

Options for Council:

1. Accept the increase, which will result in an unbudgeted extra cost of
$52,965 this financial year. If this option is followed, then Council needs to
decide whether to:

a. Accept that the unbudgeted extra expense may convert Council’s
planned 2010/11 net profit into a net loss.

b. ldentify non salary savings within the budget to offset the expense.

c. ldentify the equivalent of nearly one full time (annual) equivalent
(EFT) staff position, or two half EFT’s (for the remaining 5 months of
the financial year) to be deleted immediately to offset the cost.

2. Oppose paying the increased cost. If this option is followed, then Council
needs to decide whether to:

a. Continue to pursue political approaches, either through the LGSA,
OROC and Western Group of Shires Association, and/or
independently.

b. Take no further action until a reply is received.

3. Negotiate an alternate outcome. If this option is followed, then Council
needs to decide whether to:

a. Negotiate a delayed payment regime.

b. Seek to negotiate a lesser increase.
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Resolution

09/2011 Council resolved to:

e Note the report relating to Council Contributions to Rural Fire Service

e Endorse the action of the General Manager and Manager, Corporate
Services in making prompt payment of the Barwon Darling RFS Zone
budgeted quarterly invoice due by 1°* January 2011

¢ Endorse the action of the General Manager and Manager, Corporate
Services in not paying the increased costs for the RFS advised in a letter
dated 14" December 2010 at this stage, and

e Council continue to work through the LGSA, OROC and Western Group of
Shires of NSW in negotiating an improved financial arrangement for RFS
costings to Council.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Hollman Carried

Resolution

10/2011 Council resolved that representation to the Premier to instigate
procedures such that Government Departments and instrumentalities are
subjected to the same revenue raising restrictions as Local Governments.
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Mitchell Carried
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All communications to be addressed to:

Headquarters Headquarters

NSW Rural Fire Service NSW Rural Fire Service
Locked Bag 17 15 Carter Street
GRANVILLE NSW 2142 LIDCOMBE NSW 2141
Telephone: (02) 8741 5555 Facsimile: (02) 8741 5550

e-mail: paul.springett@rfs.nsw.gov.au

Attn: All staff (particularly DTZ

Managers, Regional Managers and Your Ref.
Business Managers) Our Ref: €2010-5
The General Manager

14 DEC 2010

Dear Sir/Madam,

Circular 2010-5
2010/2011 Allocations — NSW Rural Fire Fighting Fund

The Minister for Emergency Services, The Honourable Steve Whan MP, has recently
approved allocations for the 2010/2011 Rural Fire Fighting Fund. A schedule, which
provides details of the allocation to the DTZ attached to your Council area, is
enclosed.

| regret the delay in informing you of Council's allocation for this year but additional
time was needed for the NSW Government to consider and respond to the findings
and recommendations of the Royal Commission into the Victorian bush fires.

The total for the Rural Fire Fighting Fund in 2010/11 is $257.082M which incorporates
a $36M enhancement as part of the Government's response to the Royal
Commission's recommendations.

The complete response was announced by the Premier on Sunday the 14 November.
A copy of the Premier's press release is attached.

Of particular note is the $84 million across the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS), National
Parks and Forests NSW to enhance hazard reduction programs across the State.
Much of this funding has been allocated to the RFS.

¢ Rural Fire Service Advisory Council ¢ Bush Fire Co-ordinating Committee
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Funding has also been made available for an upgrade to the RFS's radio and pager
networks, the establishment of new Rapid Aerial Response Teams and the
establishment of a new Vulnerable Communities Unit within the RFS.

Provision has also been included for an increase of 80 personnel to the State
Mitigation Crews.

In the past three years the Service's mitigation crews have carried out more than 350
hazard mitigation jobs, including in excess of 200 preparatory works for hazard
reduction and preparing more than 1300 kilometres of trails and control lines for
burning by volunteer brigades.

During the same period the mitigation crews improved bush fire protection for more
than 400 premises occupied by some of the most vulnerable members of our
community through the Assistance for Infirm, Disabled and Elderly Residents (AIDER)
Program. These type of assistance programs benefit the community as a whole and
provide greater preparedness for emergency events.

The increase in funding for hazard reduction will allow the Service to continue to focus
on strategic and effective hazard reduction, whether that be through buming,
mechanical or other means. Local government will also benefit from the additional $8
million allocated by way of grants for fire trail and hazard reduction maintenance.

The Neighbourhood Safer Places(NSPs) program, of which NSW has now around
800, will receive $3.4 million in funding to identify further locations and to signpost both
current and future NSPs.

The Premier's announcements build on a number of measures introduced following
the release of the Royal Commission's Interim Report in August 2009, including:

* The introduction of new Bush Fire Danger Ratings

+ The introduction of the National Emergency Alert telephone warning system

* An increase in the capacity to the RFS's Bush Fire Information Line

* The introduction of the "Prepare, Act, Survive" public awareness campaign

| have met with many Mayors, General Managers and council representatives during
recent briefing forums about the outlook for the bush fire season, our response to the
Royal Commission recommendations and more recently the Government's funding
initiatives to enhance bush fire protection measures.

The continued valuable relationship between Councils and the Rural Fire Service will
ensure that communities throughout New South Wales are provided with a modern
and well resourced emergency service.

RFS local DTZ and Regional Managers will assist to ensure funding is appropriately
utilised and reimbursements to Councils are processed in a timely manner. In this
regard, reimbursement of M&R and other costs relating to the previous year will be
processed within the next fortnight.
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This budget represents a significant commitment to our volunteers and particularly our
communities and | look forward to continuing to work with Local Government in a co-
operative spirit.

Yours faithfully,

Shane Fitzsimmons AFSM
Commissioner

Previous Circular 2010-4
2011/2012 Estimates — NSW Rural Fire Fighting Fund
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NEWS RELEASE

NSV e o S NS o Tt WAles

$106.9 MILLION BUSHFIRE PROTECTION PACKAGE
Sunday 14 November 2010

Premier Kristina Keneally and Emergency Services Minister Steve Whan today announced
$106.9 million in funding for bushfire protection.

The NSW Government will introduce a package of measures, including increased rapid
aerial attack resources, upgrades to fire-fighter pagers and radios and an extra $84 million
for hazard reduction works.

More than a quarter of NSW ~ approximately 22 million hectares of land - is
considered at risk of bush fires and more than 1.3 million properties are on bush fire
prone land.

The package includes:

* 584 million for strategic hazard reduction to enhance the work of fire agencies and
land managers.

o Of this, $62.5 million will be allocated from the Climate Change Fund over five
years to double the amount of bushfire prevention and suppression in National
Parks;

o The first $11.7 million of this will be rolled out in 2011/12;

o In addition, $9.96 million for the Rural Fire Service for an additional 80 workers
for its mitigation crews to help our firefighters to conduct more hazard
reduction;

o $3 million for increased hazard reduction in State Forests; and

o $8 million for the Rural Fire Fighting Fund.

¢ $11.2 million to accelerate the upgrade of RFS communications including radio and
pager networks;

o $4.54 million for the establishment of "Rapid Aerial Response Teams" to enhance
the deployment of aircraft to fires;

o $3.4 million to manage and maintain Neighbourhood Safer Places — a place of last
resort for people caught in a bush fire;

e A new Vulnerable Communities Unit within the RFS to better plan for the protection
of those particularly susceptible in a bush fire; and

e More than $2.15 million a year for a Bush Fire Public Awareness campaign, to
educate the community about the need for preparation before and during the fire
season.

“NSW has developed strong, coordinated and cohesive bush fire prevention and fire fighting
arrangements,” Ms Keneally said.

“Our fire services are renowned for their skill and experience — but we can never afford to be
complacent.

“It is incumbent on us to learn from Victoria's terrible Black Saturday experience, which is
why we're boosting vital services across the state with this $106.9 million bushfire package.”
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NSW has already introduced a comprehensive series of reforms and initiatives to boost the
community's bush fire protection in the wake of the 2009 Victorian bushfires and the interim
Royal Commission recommendations, including:

New Fire Danger Ratings;

The identification of more than 800 Neigh bourhood Safer Places;

The Emergency Alert telephone warning system; and

Improved availability of information during fires — including higher capacity phone
lines and more online information.

Mr Whan said this year's bushfire season was expected to be influenced by a La Nina
weather pattern, meaning there was the potential for a cooler and wetter spring and
summer,

"It can take only a few days of warm weather for the landscape to be susceptible to fire," Mr
Whan said.

“While winter rains have been welcome for many, they have also brought on considerable
grass growth, meaning there is a potential for a major grass fire season like we have not
seen for more than 20 years."

RFS Commissioner Shane Fitzsimmons said fire services were well prepared and well-
resourced for the fire season and it was important that the community was also prepared.

“Grass fires are particularly dangerous because they can be fast-moving and intense. They
can quickly threaten people and property, so everyone should prepare themselves well in
advance," he said.

“Everyone should have a Bush Fire Survival Plan and make important decisions about
whether to stay and defend a well-prepared property or leave early — and those decisions
need to be made well before any fire".

NSW Fire Brigades Commissioner Greg Mullins reminded people to call Triple Zero if they
saw an unattended fire.

“If you see a fire without fire-fighters on scene, Triple Zero is the fastest way to alert
emergency services.

“The faster you alert us, the better the chance fire-fighters have of containing a fire before it
threatens life or property,” Commissioner Mullins said.

Bush Fire Survival Plans and information about protecting properties from bush fires
is available on the RFS website at www.rfs.nsw.qgov.au.
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File No: N2.4, R7.6.2, R7.10
Report: 303/2011 Flood Report
Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e Heavy rain in central NSW in November/December, particularly in the
Macquarie and Castlereagh catchments, led to local flooding in those areas
and significant downstream flows into the Darling River.

e In mid December the Bureau of Meteorology predicted that the Darling River
would peak at Bourke on 4™ January at a height of 12.2 metres. This
prediction was subsequently amended to a peak of 12.3 metres on 6" or 7"
January.

e Ona4™" January the river at Bourke was 12.21 metres, with a flow rate of
83,574 ML. This is within 1 centimetre of the peak when predicted for this
date at least three weeks earlier, and is a credit to the forecasters.

e On 6™ January the River at Bourke was 12.28 metres.

e Over the last two decades the only times the river has peaked higher at
Bourke were 13.78 Metres on 29/9/98, 13.09 metres on 27/8/98, 12.38
metres on 26-27/2/96 and 12.98 metres on 11/5/90. It was 12.28 metres on
21-22/12/2000.

e Over the Christmas New Year period a number of staff were involved in
various capacities, including regular monitoring of roads, closing and
monitoring flood gates through the Bourke levee, liaising with SES, Police
and media, and handling numerous enquiries, particularly relating to road
conditions. Community assistance was provided at Louth in capping the
storm water pipes.

e A Council initiative commenced during the Christmas New Year period
involved senior Council staff meeting every second day with SES and Police
to review and coordinate activities. This is continuing. Council staff
involved included Bruce Gray, Leonie Brown, Peter Brown, Phil Wilson,
Matthew McCorkle, Les Harding and Geoff Wise.

e Several people throughout the Shire have approached Council demanding
that Council take actions to ensure that they have continuous road access as
the flood waters pass. Examples include requests to raise the height of a
section of road by 1.5 metres (requested on Christmas Eve), and grading a
private road through private properties.

Current Situation:

e At the time of preparing this report the river was still rising at Bourke, but
near its predicted peak of 12.30 metres.

e The current peak in the Darling is predicted to reach Louth in mid January.

e The primary imposition of the floods for Council relate to road damage.

e Council’s approach has been to maintain Council roads as best as possible.
This includes taking responsible decisions in determining when to close and
open roads affected by flood waters.

e The three main regional roads connecting Bourke to Hungerford, Wanaaring
and Louth were significantly upgraded during December, but badly damaged
by traffic following local rainfall events when the roads were officially

Page 20 of 70 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 17" January 2011



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 17" January 2011 in the Council Chambers at
9.00am

closed. This damage has resulted in prompt requests for Council to again
restore the roads.

e The Kamilaroi Highway between Bourke and Brewarrina has been closed
since before Christmas. Direct roads between Bourke and Louth on each
side of the Darling River are closed as of 5" January. Louth access is
currently via the Ben Lomond road through Gundabooka National Park.

e The Darling River flow is predicted to decrease slowly for a couple of weeks
before a further rise in late January/early February from the Queensland
rains. At the time of preparing this report the SES predictions are that the
Queensland flows through the Condamine Balonne system are not expected
to produce higher peaks at Bourke or downstream.

e SES continues to operate a base from the Bourke Airport, servicing a wide
region.

e Whilst all current indications are that there are no risks to any urban
community in the Shire, any future rainfall event will prompt further
reassessments.

Financial Implications:

e A preliminary estimate of the repair costs in excess of $240,000 has been
advised to Emergency Services NSW, seeking a declaration of Natural
Disaster, thereby influencing cost sharing arrangements for flood damage
repair work. No announcement has been made at the time of preparing this
report.

Resolution

11/2011 Council resolved to note the flood report for the December 2010 -
January 2011 Darling River flow.
Moved Cr Hollman Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried

Resolution

12/2011 Council resolved to have a letter box drop report to all town
households regarding flood information bulletin.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried

Resolution at 10.10am

13/2011 Council resolved to suspend standing orders for presentation to staff
members for Years of Service to Council.
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Davis Carried

Resolution at 10.18am

14/2011 Council resolved to resume Standing Orders
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
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GENERAL MANAGER’S LATE REPORT

File No: R7.6.1-R7.6.2
Report: 304/2011 Flood Access for Isolated Properties
Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e With the current high flows in the river systems through the Shire, a number
of properties have been, are, and are expected to be isolated from normal
road access.

e Some are expected to be isolated for months, as has occurred in the
Warrego -Cuttaburra-Paroo region throughout 2010, and is now expected to
occur along the Culgoa and Darling Rivers.

e A number of requests have been made to Council staff for Council to
undertake urgent road works on both public and private roads to allow road
access to be achievable during the flood conditions.

e The approach which has been taken by Council Management has been to
concentrate on repairs and maintenance of public roads. Council has not
undertaken unplanned upgrades to public roads if requested to prevent the
effects of potential floodwaters, such as raising of a road section. Further,
Council Management has not undertaken any work on non public roads.

e This approach adopted by Council Management has been discussed with and
supported by the Mayor since prior to Christmas 2010

e A number of landowners are known to have made their own arrangements to
allow them to gain access through private properties.

Current Situation:

e Council Management’s decision not to undertake work on one non public
road has been questioned, predominantly on the basis that Council has
undertaken work on this road during one or more previous floods.

e In the area in question, at least four properties are likely to be isolated for
an extended period from normal public access.

Financial and Liability Implications:
e Council undertaking work on private properties has both financial and
liability implications, and is beyond the delegation of Council Management.

Resolution

15/2011 Council resolved to support the decisions of Council Management in
relation to flood access for isolated properties.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Davis Carried

16/2011 Council resolved to consider emergency flood road access assistance at
its February meeting.
Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Holmes Carried
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File No: R6.9.3.1
Report: 305/2011 Basin Plan Socio Economic Enquiry
Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:
e A Parliamentary Enquiry led by Tony Windsor has been appointed to make
recommendations on the socio economic implications of the Basin Plan.
e Bourke Shire Council made a submission to the enquiry at the end of 2010.

Current Situation:

e Information has recently been released on a website that one or more
representatives from the Parliamentary Committee may be visiting Bourke
on 15" February.

e No other information is available at present other than that more details are
expected to be released by the end of January.

Resolution

17/2011Council resolved:

1. to note that representatives from a Parliamentary Enquiry into the socio
economic implications of the Basin Plan may be visiting Bourke on 15
February, and

2. that Council should seek to address the enquiry.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Dorrington Carried
File No: L8.22
Report: 306/2011 One Association Conference

Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:
o The LGSA has convened a conference on 23™ February to further progress
the agenda in relation to One Association.
o On 14" January, an urgent request was called for names of delegates
planning to attend.

Current Situation:
o Council is to determine if Councillors are to be represented at the
Conference, and if so, by whom, so registrations can be provided on 17"
January.

Financial Implications:
o0 Cost of transport to Sydney and accommodation and expenses.

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council
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Resolution

18/2011 Council resolved to note the report regarding the One Association
Conference.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: W2.9-E6.5-02.1
Report: 307/2011 Disposal of Sodium Fluoride

Responsible Officer:  Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

Ever since Council commenced installation of a town fluoridation system in the
late 1990’s, there has been a small supply of Sodium Fluoride stored at the water
treatment plant.

With the imminent commissioning of a new fluoridation plant, Council staff needed
to dispose of the old stock.

The two alternative best practice methods of disposal of this stock are to dilute
and dispose through the sewerage system, or to bury in an approved garbage tip.
Management chose to dispose of the stock in the Bourke tip, which is approved for
such products.

WorkCover and EPA have been consulted on this matter.
Current situation:
Management, EPA and WorkCover are satisfied that the stock was appropriately

disposed, and there are no grounds for any future environmental concerns.

Resolution

19/2011 Council resolved to note that Council has safely disposed of surplus
sodium fluoride in accordance with best practice guidelines.
Moved Cr Hollman Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

e The Mayor welcomed Phil Johnston back into the role of Manager of Tourism
and Development.
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT

File No:
Report: 401/2011
Responsible Officer:

F1.1

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30.11.2010

Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances
Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Balances as per Bank Statement 637,255.73
Plus: Deposit not shown 36,364.95
Less: Unpresented Cheques 58,819.24
Less: Unprocessed Deposit 2,594.00
Balance as per Cash Book 612,207.44
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30.11.2010

Fund or Account Current Balance | Overdraft Statutory Limit
General 2,639,471.14 5,345,500.00
Water 1,414,913.26

Sewer 1,892,981.74

Trust 106,022.55

Total Funds 6,053,388.69

Investments as at 30.11.2010

National Australia Bank 305,050.51 5.58% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 308,225.76 5.59% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 5.67% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 513,491.17 5.73% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 312,037.38 5.75% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 5.72% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 796,803.22 5.76% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 410,862.91 5.76% 90 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 429,568.53 5.76% 91 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 616,294.34 5.76% 92 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 531,417.28 5.58% 61 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 313,272.88 5.11% 31 Days | Al+
National Australia Bank 304,157.27 5.71% 90 Days | Al+

Total Investments 5,441,181.25

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General)
Regulation 2005 is certified that the above investments have been made under
Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy.

Reconciliation at 30.11.2010

Balance as per cash book 612,207.44
Investments 5,441,181.25
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 6,053,388.69
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 30.11.2010

Balance Transaction Balance
30.10.2010 30.11.2010
General Fund 2,066,340.93 573,130.21 2,639,471.14
Water Fund 1,443,436.44 -28,523.18 1,414,913.26
Sewer Fund 1,890,124.33 2,857.41 1,892,981.74
Trust Fund 100,549.09 5,473.46 106,022.55
Investments -4,784,151.71 -657,029.54 -5,441,181.25
Totals 716,299.08 -104,091.64 612,207.44
Balance of all Funds as at 31.10.2010 716,299.08
Add Receipts for
(a) Rates 550,032.20
(b) Other Cash 1,373,312.23
Deduct payments for
(a) Paid since last meeting 1,370,406.53
(b) New Investment 657,029.54
Balance as at 30.11.2010 612,207.44

Resolution

20/2011 Council resolved that the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash
Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement of Bank Balances as at
30.11.2010 be noted.

Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis Carried

/ZL orvee Browam
Leonie Brown
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES

File No: F1.1

Report:402/2011 Investment Report as at 30" November 2010

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Assessment
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines
Local Government Act 1993
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005

2. Financial Implications/Consideration
The 2010/11 Budget estimates the total Investment Revenue as $100,000
which currently represents an estimated 2% return. This revenue is split
proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a
monthly basis in accordance with cashflow requirements.
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The original budget estimate for total investment revenue has now been
revised to $200,000.00 for the 2010/11 budget.

The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 30" November 2010 is
$5,441,181.25.

3. Policy Provisions - Council Policy and Procedure
Policy 1.8.10 - Investment Policy adopted 29" November 2010.

4. Strategic Implications - Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements

Investment Portfolio

Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows

Term Deposits

National Australia Bank 305,050.51 5.58% 90 Days | Al+ 5.67% | Al+
National Australia Bank 308,225.76 5.59% 90 Days | Al+ 5.73% | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 5.67% 90 Days | Al+ 5.75% | Al+
National Australia Bank 513,491.17 5.73% 90 Days | Al+ 5.71% | Al+
National Australia Bank 312,037.38 5.75% 90 Days | A1+ 5.72% | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 5.72% 90 Days | Al+ 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 796,803.22 5.76% 90 Days | Al+ 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 410,862.91 5.76% 90 Days | Al+ 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 429,568.53 5.76% 91 Days | Al+ 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 616,294.34 5.76% 92 Days | Al+ 5.58% | Al+
National Australia Bank 531,417.28 5.58% 61 Days | Al+ 5.11% | Al+
National Australia Bank 313,272.88 5.11% 31 Days | Al+ 5.13% | Al+
National Australia Bank 304,157.27 5.71% 90 Days | Al+ 5.70% | Al+
Total Investments 5,441,181.25

Percentage of Total Portfolio 100%

Average Investment Yield 5.65%

Portfolio Performance
The 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 30" November 2010 was 4.89%.

Certification - Responsible Accounting Officer

| hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made
in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy.

Resolution

21/2011 Council resolves:
1. that the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30"
November 2010 be received and noted.
2. that the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and
the report adopted.
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis Carried
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File No: F1.1

Report: 403/2011

Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances

Responsible Officer:

Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31.12.2010

Balances as per Bank Statement 192,400.73
Plus: Deposit not shown 743.60
Less: Unpresented Cheques 44,260.71
Less: Unpresented Auto Pays 0
Balance as per Cash Book 148,883.62

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31.12.2010

Fund or Account Current Balance | Overdraft Statutory Limit
General 2,031,704.56 5,345,500.00
Water 1,567,864.61

Sewer 1,907,494.43

Trust 92,806.49

Total Funds 5,599,870.09

Investments as at 31.12.2010

National Australia Bank 300,000.00 90 Days 5.67% | Al+
National Australia Bank 513,491.17 90 Days 5.73% | Al+
National Australia Bank 312,037.38 90 Days 5.75% | Al+
National Australia Bank 304,157.27 90 Days 5.71% | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 90 Days 5.72% | Al+
National Australia Bank 796,803.22 90 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 410,862.91 90 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 429,568.53 91 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 616,294.34 92 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 531,417.28 61 Days 5.58% | Al+
National Australia Bank 314,632.49 31 Days 5.11% | Al+
National Australia Bank 309,247.67 32 Days 5.13% | Al+
National Australia Bank 312,474.21 90 Days 5.70% | A1+
Total Investments 5,450,986.47

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General)
Regulation 2005 is certified that the above investments have been made under
Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy.

Reconciliation at 31.12.2010

Balance as per cash book 148,883.62
Investments 5,450,986.47
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 5,599,870.09
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.12.2010

Balance Transaction Balance
30.11.2010 31.12.2010

General Fund 2,639,471.14 -607,766.58 2,031,704.56
Water Fund 1,414,913.26 152,951.35 1,567,864.61
Sewer Fund 1,892,981.74 14,512.69 1,907,494.43
Trust Fund 106,022.55 -13,216.06 92,806.49
Investments -5,441,181.25 -9,805.22 -5,450,986.47
Totals 612,207.44 -463,323.82 148,883.62

Balance of all Funds as at 30.11.2010 612,207.44
Add Receipts for

(c) Rates 159,674.28

(d) Other Cash 880,479.78
Deduct payments for

(c) Paid since last meeting 1,493,672.66

(d) New Investment 9,805.22
Balance as at 31.12.2010 148,883.62

Resolution

22/2011 Council resolved that the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash
Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement of Bank Balances as at
31.12.2010 be noted.

Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis Carried

/ZL orvee Browam
Leonie Brown
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES

File No: F1.1

Report:404/2011 Investment Report as at 31° December 2010

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Assessment
5. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines
Local Government Act 1993
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005

6. Financial Implications/Consideration
The 2010/11 Budget estimates the total Investment Revenue as $100,000
which currently represents an estimated 2% return. This revenue is split
proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a
monthly basis in accordance with cashflow requirements.
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The original budget estimate for total investment revenue has now been

revised to $200,000.00 for the 2010/11 budget.

The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31° December 2010 is

$5,450,986.47.

7. Policy Provisions - Council Policy and Procedure
Policy 1.8.10 - Investment Policy adopted 29" November 2010.

8. Strategic Implications - Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets

Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements

Investment Portfolio

Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows

Term Deposits

National Australia Bank 300,000.00 90 Days 5.67% | Al+
National Australia Bank 513,491.17 90 Days 5.73% | Al+
National Australia Bank 312,037.38 90 Days 5.75% | Al+
National Australia Bank 304,157.27 90 Days 5.71% | Al+
National Australia Bank 300,000.00 90 Days 5.72% | A1+
National Australia Bank 796,803.22 90 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 410,862.91 90 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 429,568.53 91 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 616,294.34 92 Days 5.76% | Al+
National Australia Bank 531,417.28 61 Days 5.58% | Al+
National Australia Bank 314,632.49 31 Days 5.11% | A1+
National Australia Bank 309,247.67 32 Days 5.13% | A1+
National Australia Bank 312,474.21 90 Days 5.70% | Al+
Total Investments 5,450,986.47

Percentage of Total Portfolio 100%

Average Investment Yield 5.62%

Portfolio Performance
The 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 31°* December 2010 was 4.82%.

Certification - Responsible Accounting Officer

| hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made
in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy.

Resolution

23/2011 Council resolved that the report regarding Council’s Investment
Portfolio as at 31°' December 2010 be received and noted.

Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis Carried
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24/2011 Council resolved that the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting
Officer be noted and the report adopted.
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis Carried

File No: R2.5

Report: 405/2011 Rates Write-Off - Freehold Land Transferred to the Crown in

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

The following Assessments relate to properties that were originally to be sold in a
Section 713 Council Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates. Rather than selling at Auction,
the Land Property Management Authority (LPMA) offered an alternate solution
whereby these freehold properties were to be returned to the Crown, added to the
adjoining Western Lands Lease and then offered to the Western Lands Lease
property holder.

As part of this arrangement, Council has agreed to allow the new owner to
purchase each rural block for $500.00 or $500.00 per total for a group of village
blocks, with the remaining rates being written off by Council.

In the case of Assessments 1239-00000-1, 1240-00000-8 and 1533-00000-4 the rates
are to be written-off as these are now classified as road enclosures.

The rates on Assessments 351-00000-5, 1363-00000-9 and 1364-00000-8 are also to

be written-off as these are properties that Council intends to acquire for the
benefit of the public.
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Resolution

25/2011 Council resolved to write-off rates to the value of $71,033.85 for:-

Assessment 40-00000-2 to the value of $617.26
Assessment 41-00000-1 to the value of $89.18
Assessment 351-00000-5 to the value of $11,807.69
Assessment 1239-00000-1 to the value of $1,852.69
Assessment 1240-00000-8 to the value of $1,886.11
Assessment 1363-00000-9 to the value of $1,963.54
Assessment 1364-00000-8 to the value of $6,909.55
Assessment 1533-00000-4 to the value of $1,092.79
Assessment 1604-00000-8 to the value of $4,709.38
Assessment 1612-00000-8 to the value of $3,215.83
Assessment 1633-00000-3 to the value of $3,107.65
Assessment 1701-00000-0 to the value of $2,499.31
Assessment 1772-00000-4 to the value of $755.12
Assessment 1772-10000-2 to the value of $755.12
Assessment 1772-11000-1 to the value of $755.12
Assessment 1772-12000-0 to the value of $739.92
Assessment 1772-30000-8 to the value of $739.92
Assessment 1772-40000-6 to the value of $716.12
Assessment 1772-50000-3 to the value of $241.45
Assessment 1772-60000-1 to the value of $739.88
Assessment 1772-70000-9 to the value of $763.70
Assessment 1772-80000-7 to the value of $763.64
Assessment 1772-90000-5 to the value of $763.64
Assessment 1778-01000-7 to the value of $3,673.05
Assessment 1778-02000-6 to the value of $3,930.17
Assessment 1780-00000-4 to the value of $3,182.33
Assessment 1781-10000-1 to the value of $1,948.76
Assessment 1868-50000-8 to the value of $4,619.65
Assessment 2030-10000-8 to the value of $3,097.62
Assessment 2100-00000-5 to the value of $3,097.66
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Mitchell Carried
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DELEGATES REPORT

File No: D4.6

Report: 701/2011 Delegates Report to Meeting convened by Regional
Development Australia Orana Region

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e Regional Development Australia, Orana Region (RDA) have been approached
by Minister Crean to provide advice, at short notice, of potential regional
development opportunities as solutions to the Basin Plan.

e On 11" January, RDA convened a small group including representatives from
OROC, Catchment Management Authorities, Department of Premier and
Cabinet, Charles Sturt University, Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly,
Commonwealth Governments and RDA to make suggestions.

e Geoff Wise attended the meeting on behalf of Bourke Shire and of OROC.

e The agenda and meeting generated strong debate regarding the
coupling/uncoupling of the Basin Plan and future regional development.

e The only suggestions of regional initiatives put forward were those
presented by Geoff Wise. These suggestions were identical to ones
prepared following the sale of Toorale Station in 2008, and presented to the
Deputy Premier by the Mayor and General Manager in 2008.

Current Situation:
The key suggestions included:
e For every $ spent by the Commonwealth Government in water buyback, an
equivalent $ should be granted by the Commonwealth Government to the
Local Council in which the water buyback occurred, to allow the Council to
determine the most appropriate use of the funds to contribute towards the
structural adjustment necessary because of the water buyback.
e A grant to Bourke of an estimated $15 million for the construction of a Back
O’ Bourke Goat Abattoir.
e A grant to Bourke Shire Council of approximately $4 million to construct a
Back O’ Bourke Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Centre as a fifth building at the
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre.
e Establishment of Toorale Arid Zone Climate Change Research, Training and
Demonstration Centre.
e Socio economic zone trial pilot at Bourke.
e Corner Country Highway upgrade

Resolution at 11.08am

26/2011 Council resolved to suspend Standing Order for a presentation from
the Darling River Local Area Command, Commander Michael Thomas, Inspector
Tim Chinn, Inspector Luke Rankin and Detective Inspector Mark Gorton.

Moved Cr Ford Seconded Cr Holmes Carried
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Resolution at 11.32am

27/2011 Council resolved to resume Standing Orders.
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

Resolution

28/2011 Council resolved to write to the Youth Command of the NSW Police
Force seeking speedy replacement of the PCYC Police Officer.
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

Resolution

29/2011 Council resolved to write to the Attorney General expressing Council’s
concern of Courts continually overriding Police bail decisions.
Moved Cr Holmes Seconded Cr Ford Carried

Cr Holmes left the meeting at 11.47am
Cr Holmes returned to the meeting at 11.49am

Resolution

30/2011 Council resolved to note the delegates report in relation to the RDA
Orana convened meeting concerning regional development initiatives, and
endorses the suggestions put forward by the General Manager.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Ford Carried

Resolution

31/2011 Council resolved to proactively lobby to have the Commonwealth
Government provide grants thus; for every $ spent by the Commonwealth
Government for water buyback from the Murray Darling Basin, an equivalent $
should be granted by the Commonwealth Government to the Local Council in
which the water buyback occurred, to allow the Council to determine the most
appropriate use of the funds to contribute towards the structural adjustment
necessary because of the water buyback.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Ford Carried
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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

File No: C6.21
Report: 701/2011 Roads Committee Meeting Minutes 10" November 2010
Responsible Officer: | Mark Gordon - Manager Roads

MEETING OPENED By Mayor Lewis

PRESENT & APOLOGIES

Andrew Lewis Mayor v
Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services v
Geoff Wise General Manager v
Mark Gordon Manager of Roads v
Neil Driscoll Workshop Team Leader v
Phil Wilson Works Supervisor v
Matthew McCorkle Roads Assistant v
Cr Holmes Councillor AP
Cr Hollman Councillor AP
Cr Mitchell Councillor AP
Cr Bartley Councillor v
Cr Stutsel Councillor v
Cr Davis Councillor v
Cr Dorrington Councillor AP
Moved: Cr Stutsel Seconded: Matthew McCorkle CARRIED

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Motion: The minutes of the previous meeting held on 31°* August 2010 to be
accepted as a true record

Moved: GM, Geoff Wise Seconded: Phil Wilson CARRIED

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING

+ Response letter sent back to Susan Sevil regarding Wanaaring / Fords Bridge
Intersection

% Response letter sent back to Darren Robson regarding removal of the grid on
Ellavale Rd.

% Beemery Bridge Construction will begin 7" February 2011. Preliminary
works of Lopping of trees, fencing, gravel carting and culvert installation
will hopefully be complete prior to Christmas.

% Still haven’t heard from RTA regarding vegetation removal between Byrock
and Nyngan.

% New application for Coonbilly Bridge for 2011 repair program has been
submitted.

INCOMING CORRESPONDENCE
Nil
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GENERAL BUSINESS

% PLANT REPORT- Neil Driscoll
Both Caterpillar and Volvo graders are receiving repairs
Plumber’s truck should arrive next week.

s ROADS REPORT- Phil Wilson & Scott Parnaby
RLR 27 Completed
RLR 13 & 15 Full grade completed
Full grade of Wanaaring Road is in progress.
Hungerford Road graded to Yantabulla
Heavy patching program is behind schedule
RLR 14 1 metre of water across rd
Shoulder widening on MR 421 should begin in a fortnight weather
permitting.

UPDATES
« Acting Works Supervisor has requested to the committee the possibility of
selling the super dog trailer on the Freightliner ridged tipper and purchasing
two side tipper trailers to form a road train configuration. This would
produce an extra 18 tonne per load. Request to go into the budget for next
year.

MOTION Roads Manager to bring a report to the next meeting.
NEXT MEETING February 9™ 2011 starting at 8.30am

NEXT MEETING: There being no further business the Mayor Closed the meeting at
9am

Resolution

32/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Roads Committee
Meeting Minutes of the 10" November 2010.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried Unstarred
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE

File No: L8.8
Report: 901/2011 Ballina Shire Council - Request for Legal Cost Assistance
Author: Peter Coulton, Director, Corporate Services

Local Government of NSW & Shires Association of NSW

Request for assistance with legal fees in the amount of $314.53 for Ballina Shire
Council regarding the matter of SJ Connelly Pty Limited v Ballina Shire Council
[2010] NSWLEC 128.

Recommendation:
For Council’s consideration

Resolution

33/2011 Council resolved to support the Ballina Shire Council request in the
amount of $314.53 in the matter of SJ Connelly Pty Limited v Ballina Shire
Council [2010] NSWLEC 128.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Dorrington Carried

File No: N2.4

Report: 902/2011 Grants for Flood Affected Primary Producers & Small
Businesses

Author: Stacey Tannos, State Emergency Recovery Controller

On 5 January 2011, Prime Minister Julia Gillard and NSW Premier Kristina Keneally
activated additional Commonwealth-NSW Government Grants of up to $15,000 for
primary producers and small businesses that were affected by the flood disasters
of late November and December 2010.

For NSW primary producers, the grants will assist with general clean up costs
including the removal of debris and dead livestock, purchase of fodder and
replacement trading stock and repairs to damaged equipment and property access.
For NSW small businesses affected by flooding, the grants will assist with repairs
and resumption of trading.

To ensure that eligible primary producers and small business owners are aware of
the grants, | would be grateful if your Council could advise the local community of
their availability through its normal communication channels such as Council
websites, newsletters and notice boards. To help with awareness raising, | have
attached two information bulletins from the Rural Assistance Authority, which
provide further information about the grants.

The grants are subject to eligibility criteria and applications must be lodged to the
NSW Rural Assistance Authority by Thursday 30 June, 2011.
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Resolution

34/2011 Council resolved to note the information from Stacey Tannos, State
Emergency Recovery Controller regarding Grants for Flood Affected Primary
Producers & Small Businesses.

Moved Cr Ford Seconded Cr Mitchell Carried
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Legal Assistance Ballina Shire Council

The Associations received an application for legal assistance from Ballina Shire Council regarding the matter of
SJ Conmelly Pty Limited v Ballina Shire Council [2010] NSWLEC 128.

At its meeting of 19 September 2010, the Joint Executive of the Local Government Association and the Shires
Association resolved “That legal assistance be granted under the terms of the Legal Assistance Policy and
Guidelines™

Facts of the matter
Ballina Shire Council has recently been the respondent in a Class 4 matter in the Land and Environment Court,

Class 4 of the Land and Environment Court deals with environmental planning and protection matters (civil
enforcement and judicial review).

The question that the Court was required to answer was whether the development proposed is dcsignated
development within the meaning of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.

Council argued that the development was designated development, being an extractive industry, and therefore an
environmental impact statement was required and as such would not determine the development application.

The applicant contended that the development was not an extractive industry and therefore was not designated
development.

The site in question was a residue allotment following compulsory acquisition of land by the RTA for
construction of the Ballina Bypass.

There were 2 engineering constraints on the site. Firstly, that the road was being built on land which is subject to
flood inundation and secondly the road was being constructed on land that was described as soft soil.

In the road construction process excess road material from soft soil road compaction needs to be disposed of so
that the construction process can proceed.

The applicant lodged a development application with council being for the temporary stockpile of 100,000m3 of
soil and rock on the residue lot.

Council received advice from their solicitors that the proposal came within the definition of extractive industry
and therefore was designated development.

GPO Box 7003 Sydney NSW 2001

PROUDLY SURRORIIE - ' L8, 28 Margaret St Sydney NSW 2000

;: 2010 AR QEWOMEN \(% R Tel: (02) 9242 4000 = Fax; (02) 9242 4111

PARTNER | A (RN | e s « www.lgsa.org.au ¢ Igsa@|gsa.org.au
b = . g“;, o — ABN 49 853 913 882
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The applicant did not enter into discussions with council over this matter but rather made an application to the
Court to decide the issue.

Council argued that it was necessary to defend the matter as it was unclear whether the development application
was for designated development and therefore council was not in a position to approve the application.

Council claims that as a result of these proceedings there is now a definitive interpretation of “extractive industry”
and “industry” for the purposes of Clause 19 of Schedule 3 of the Environmenial Planning and Assessment
Regulation 2000.

- Clause 19 of Schedulc 3 of the EP & A Regulations requires that an extractive industry as designated
development needed to be an industry that obtains extractive materials by methods including excavating,
dredging, tunnelling or quarrying and that the industry is one that stores, stockpiles or processes extractive
materials by methods that include washing, crushing, sawing or separating those materials.

The Court held that while the method requirements of Clause 19 appeared to be fulfilled, the activity must be an
“industry” and have an industrial connotation. The word industry should therefore be taken to identify
“commercial activities carried on through industrial process”.

The Court held that it did not consider the preparatory works and the maintenance of static stockpiles as an
industrial process and that the stockpiling on the site of preloaded soil and rock is not being undertaken in the
course of a particular branch of trade or manufacture nor is it being undertaken as part of a large-scale business
activity.

Although this matter was in a Court of initial jurisdiction, Council’s application for legal assistance was based on
the legal assistance policy requirement that this was a test case as to the definition interpretation of designated
development in an industrial context and will have significant implications for all councils. They also point to the
fact that they were respondent in this matter and that the applicant would not enter into dialogue with the couneil
before instigating legal proceedings.

Council also contends that as a result of this decision, all councils can now confidently consider development
applications of this nature without requiring the submission of an Environmental Impact Statement and it has the
potential to significantly reduce the envirenmental impacts associated with the use of approved disposal areas
such as landfill sites for the inappropriate disposal of clean extractive materials,

A full transcript of the matter is available via links on the Land and Environment Court website.

Ballina Shire Councils costs in this matter were $90,000 of which the first $20,000 must be borne by it.

Your Council’s contribution in this matter is $314.53 although under the terms of the Associations Legal
Assistance Policy and Guidelines there is no obligation on any council to contribute.

If you have any questions in regards to this matter please do not hesitate to contact the Associations Legal Officer
Mr Frank Loveridge on 02 9242 4125 or frank.loveridge@lgsa.org.au.

Yours sincerely

Peter Coulton
Director, Corporate Services
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NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE
RECOVERY GRANTS
For Primary Producers

Purpose: To provide grants to primary producers who have suffered direct damage as a result of
the November-December 2010 floods in New South Wales, for clean-up, removal of
debris, disposal of dead livestock and further restoration.

This grant is not intended to replace the need for insurance, and is not intended to provide
compensation for losses such as destroyed crops. All claims for assistance will be assessed on a
case by case basis.

Assistance Available:

A grant of up to $15,000 per farm enterprise is available to all eligible primary producers for
clean-up and immediate restoration costs as a result of the November-December 2010 floods in
New South Wales.

PLEASE NOTE: The following conditions apply ONLY to the Local Government Areas of:
Coolamon, Corowa, Greater Hume, Gundagai, Narrandera, Tumbarumba, Tumut, Urana and
Wagga Wagga who may be eligible to apply for both the October grant and the November -
December grant:

. October 2010 flood grant will be limited to actual expenditure incurred, supported by tax
invoice(s)) dated between 17.10.2010 and before 26.11.2010.
AND
. November - December 2010 flood grant will be limited to actual expenditure incurred,

supported by tax Invoice(s) dated after 26.11.2010

Who is Eligible?
Eligible primary producers who have suffered direct damage and who:

e have aright or interest in the land used for the purpose of a farm enterprise,

o derive the majority of their individual gross income from the farm enterprise,

e are registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a primary producer, and have an
Australian Business Number (ABN)

¢ have suffered direct damage as a result of November-December 2010 flooding in New
South Wales. This may be damage to farm buildings, crops, pasture, stock, fencing and/or
tools of trade (e.g. equipment/plant) and the essential cost of repair or replacement are
the applicant’s responsibility,

e were conducting a primary production business in a Disaster Declared Local
Government Area prior to and including the date of the event,

have established or are intending to re-establish the primary production enterprise.
Eligible primary producers can be individuals, partnerships, trusts or companies,
operating commercially.
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Who is NOT eligible?

Farm enterprises which have not incurred clean-up, removal of debris or restoration costs but
have suffered a loss of income e.g. from destroyed crops, as a result of the event.

Applicant’s who do not derive more than 50% of the gross income from Primary production.
Farms located outside the Disaster Declared Local Government Area.

What Costs ARE Covered?

Eligible costs include damage to:

farm buildings

crops and/or pastures

livestock husbandry needs and/or removal of dead stock
fodder purchases

fencing

equipment and/or plant

infrastructure

What is NOT Covered?

e Damage to dwellings. Owners may be able to claim other assistance for this (e.g. personal
hardship and distress payments under the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery

Arrangements by contacting Department of Community Services on 1800 018 444).
Loss of income from destroyed crops.

e Damages covered by insurance.
Your own labour costs.

TO ACCESS GRANT FUNDS:

e You must lodge your application with the Authority before 30.06.2011.

¢ You will need to provide paid tax invoices/receipt or quote dated after 26.11.2010 for
damages incurred.

NOTE: Payment of any assistance can only occur upon production of tax invoice or receipt for

damages incurred which must be received by the Authority by 30.06.2011.
e Provide copy of latest Local Government rate notice for the affected farm property.

o Provide copies of your latest available Farm Business Tax Return and Financial Statement

PLUS
e Personal tax returns for each individual associated with the Farm Business.

e Your primary production business must be located within a Disaster Declared Local
Government Area (Contact the Authority for details of declared Local Government Areas)

HOW DO | APPLY?
Application forms are available from the NSW Rural Assistance Authority by telephoning:

Toll Free 1800 678 593 or
(02) 6391 3000
Or visit our web site
WWW.raa.nsw.gov.au
Send completed application forms to:
NSW Rural Assistance Authority
Locked Bag 23 ORANGE NSW 2800
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NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF ASSISTANCE
RECOVERY GRANTS
For Small Businesses

Purpose:

To provide grants to small businesses which have suffered direct damage as a result of the
November-December 2010 flood in New South Wales, for clean-up, removal of debris and
restoration to assist business to continue or commence trading.

This grant is not intended to replace the need for insurance, and is not intended to provide
compensation for losses. All claims for assistance will be assessed on a case by case basis.
Assistance Available:

A grant up to $15,000 to all eligible small businesses for clean-up and immediate restoration
costs as a result of the November-December 2010 floods in NSW.

Who is Eligible?

o Eligible small businesses which have suffered direct damage and which:
e have less than 20 full time (or equivalent) employees,

e are aregistered business, partnership or sole trader,
¢ have an Australian Business Number (ABN),

¢ have suffered direct damage to their premises and/or tools of trade (e.g. equipment/plant)
and the essential cost of repair or replacement are the applicant’s responsibility,

e are intending to re-establish within the Disaster Declared Local Government Area,

e were conducting business in the Disaster Declared Local Government Area prior to and
including the date of the event, or are business enterprises in the development phase(e.g.
premises being prepared but trading had not yet commenced).

Eligible small businesses may include locally owned and operated franchises; businesses not
operating from commercial premises but which experienced damage to primary equipment; home
based enterprises (claiming only the costs directly attributable to the business).

NSW Rural Assistance Authority v3 12.10 Nsw Rural Assistance Authority v3 12.10
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Who is NOT Eligible?

businesses that are part of a national chain or company

public companies alone, or in association with other companies

primary producers who are eligible for other forms of assistance

businesses which have not incurred clean-up, removal of debris or restoration costs but have
suffered a loss of income as a result of the event

businesses where that business is not the owner’s primary source of income (more than 50%)
if the owner is the sole employee of the business

home based ‘hobby’ business (which produce less than 50% of your income). If you work
from home and think this may apply to your business you should discuss your case with the
NSW Rural Assistance Authority.

What Costs ARE Covered?

The recovery grant is designed to cover the cost of clean-up and restoration to assist small businesses
which have suffered direct damage as a result of a natural disaster, to enable businesses to continue
or commence trading as soon as possible where the impact on the sector has been particularly severe,
also to assist with the costs of relocation to temporary premises in cases where immediate re-opening
of damaged premises is not possible.

What is Not Covered?

Damage to dwellings. Owners may be able to claim other assistance for this (e.g. personal
hardship and distress payments under the Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery
Arrangements by contacting Department of Community Service on 1800 018 444).

Damage covered by insurance.

Your own labour costs

TO ACCESS GRANT FUNDS:

You must lodge an application with the Authority before 30.06.2011

You will need to provide paid tax invoice/ receipt or quote dated after 26.11.2010 for
damages incurred.

NOTE: Payment of any assistance can only occur upon production of tax invoice or receipt for

damages incurred which must be received by the Authority by 30.06.2011
Provide copies of your latest Business Tax Returns and Financial Statements PLUS personal
tax returns for each member of the business enterprise.

Your business must be located within a Disaster Declared Local Government Area
(Contact the Authority for details of declared Local Government Areas)

HOW DO | APPLY?

Application forms are available from the NSW Rural Assistance Authority by telephoning:
Toll Free 1800 678 593 or
(02) 6391 3000
Or visit our web site
WWW.raa.nsw.gov.au
Send completed application forms to:
NSW Rural Assistance Authority
Locked Bag 23
ORANGE NSW 2800
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BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL

Activity Reports

Council Meeting, Monday, 17™ January 2011
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORTS

File No: E7.1
Report: 101/2011 Works Completed
Responsible Officer: | Phil Wilson, Works Supervisor

The following information outlines works completed between the 8" November to
31°' December 2010.

1. NORTH SECTOR - Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out
RLR 30 Eureka Plains Top Grade
RLR 31 Wiree Top Grade Completed
RLR 49 West Culgoa Top Grade to Lilyfield
RLR 16 River Road Top Grade Completed
MR 404 Full Grade to Yantabulla Completed
2. SOUTH SECTOR - Trevor Thomas/Team Leader
Location Work Carried Out
MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Gravel sheeting
Full Grade Completed
MR 68 S Bourke-Louth Top Grade to Louth Completed
RLR 5 Coronga Peak Roads to Recovery Completed
RLR 50 Mooleyarah Grading in progress
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Weilinga/Team Leader
Location Work Carried Out
Other Moving various plant
Town Services Carting red sand to Town stockpile

Carting gravel to Town stockpile
Carting crusher dust to town stockpile

State Highways Carting aggregate for patching
MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Gravel sheeting Completed
RLR 5 Coronga Peak Roads to Recovery Completed

4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR - John Bartley/Team Leader
Location Work Carried Out
Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets
HW 7 North & South Pothole patching
MR 421 Bourke-Brewarrina Pothole patching

Putting up guide posts

MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Pothole patching

Regular road inspections of flood and storm damage and erecting signage
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5. PARKS & GARDENS - Terry Rankmore/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out
General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance
carried out

Sporting grounds mowed

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained

General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities

Cemetery Assist with graves

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant
Works Requests Actioned and ongoing

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out

Renshaw Complex General Maintenance carried out

Risk Assessments Completed with every job

6. BUILDING SERVICES - Paul Faulkner/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing

Risk Assessments Completed with every job

Villages Wanaaring:- Community Hall rain water, new doors,

Awning and signage completed
Louth:- Deliver shelter ready for erection

Medical Complex Painting completed
Footpath completed

TV installed

Security Screen installed
Project Completion

Council Depot Door- Commenced repair work

1/3 Short St:- Carpet and linoleum repairs, internal
paint and minor repairs completed

70 Mertin St:- Repairs to air-conditioner and cleaned
gutters

Preschool:- Clean out gutters

Caravan 95:- Fitted new fridge and cupboard
Caravan 80:- Fitted new air-conditioners

SES Shed:- Commenced termite baiting system
Wharf:- Vandal damage repairs to wharf railing

Training Nil
Golf Club Repairs to air-conditioner
Pool Stainless steel bench top fitted and completed

Page 47 of 70




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 17" January 2011 in the Council Chambers at

9.00am

7. TOWN SERVICES - Troy Hayman/Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

Works Requests

Daily

Cemetery Graves: 16/11/2010
30/12/2010

Rest Areas Weekly removal of rubbish and cleaning of rest areas
Graffiti Removal Ongoing
Staff Training Nil
General e Erect Christmas flags main St 30/11/2010

e Prune tree give way Tarcoon St 30/11/2010

e Clean out blocked gutters 30/11/2010

e Clean around wash bay sale yards 30/11/2010

e Repair mesh around pump station gun club levee

bank 30/11/2010

S/D 920100 sand 1/12/2010

S/D 920099 aggregate 1/12/2010

Sand footpaths ongoing

Gravel patch town streets roads edges and lanes
ongoing

S/D 920301 aggregate 3/12/2010

S/D 920302 gravel 6/12/2010

Town mowing of vacant blocks, footpaths and lanes
ongoing

Tree pruning for reseals

Sand for footpaths ongoing

S/D 920301 aggregate 3/12/2010

S/D 920302 gravel 6/12/2010

Gravel patch under lane way gate 8/12/2010

Place pump Anson Street to take off pressure from
drain 8/12/2010

Gravel patch Anson St road edge 9/12/2010

Close off levee bank flood gates 13/12/2010

Levee check and flood preparation

S/D 920303 sand 14/12/2010

Gravel patch Short St 14/12/2010

Weed kerb blisters in Mitchell St

S/D 920304 sand 17/12/2010

S/D 920305 dust 21/12/2010

Cold mix pot holes hospital lane 21/12/2010

Gravel patch lane way Mertin Street 21/12/2010
Gravel repair job - Louth Road 22/12/2010

Remove dead Pig Wanaaring Road 22/12/2010
Remove rubbish Doctor’s Surgery 22/12/2010

Prune tree Hungerford Road near Expo sign
22/12/2010
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8. WORKSHOP - Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman

Plant No Description Work Carried Out
Rego
21 2009 Isuzu D/Max = Tighten bolts on roo bar
= Repair driving lights
27 2009 Isuzu 450 = 10,000km service
= Repair radio
= Replace 2way radio
51 2004 Isuzu 400 NPR = 10,000km service
AB 97 TB | 400
55 2007 Hino FG Prestige = Replace nut on broom and replace
AU 97 TV hydraulic hose
130 2003 Case 75 XT » Replace tail light
YWE 633 = Straighten bucket and fix hydraulic
leak
144 AH 13 CI | Franna = Reflective markers
= Oil leaks
= Adjust brakes
65 2010 John Deere = Repair revolving light
= Replace rear window
= Repair wiring to revolving light
230 Power Plant » Replace batteries
17 Holden Rodeo = Adjust belts
5 2010 Holden = Check tyre pressure
Commodore
101 Kubota F 3680 = Replace blades
108 Kubota F 3560 » Replace fuel filter
AG 49 EG »= Replace pulley on deck
136 2008 Kubota ZD 331 = Replace blade gearbox
= 200 hr service
= Replace fuel filter
63 1997 Tandem Car » Replace brake system
K 38318 | Trailer
216 2004 Hino = Service
YZH 349 »= Replace air-con belts
* Replace rear mudguard
= Replace light bulb
107 2009 Kubota ZG 222 = 200 hr service
»= Tighten hose on transmission
74 Case = Clean radiator
= Replace LH steering arm
» Re-gas air-conditioned
171 2002 Isuzu 1400 FY Tighten air hose
YDT 863 | FVZ Change fuel filters

Replace phone antenna
Repairs oil tank leak
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48 2009 Freightliner CL » Replace coolant
AZ902ZJ | 120 = Re-gas air-conditioner
= Replace radiator
60 2008 Freightliner =  Weld bull bar
AV 25YJ | Columbia = 150,000km service
= Repair lights
79 Freightliner » Repairs air-conditioner
XZB 229 = Tighten hydraulic hose
= Adjust drivers door
= 13500 hr oil change
= Replace UHF antenna
= Replace oaring on turbo
85 2008 Isuzu 450 NQR » Replace injectors
AW 57 TO | 450 Crew Cab
58 1996 Roadwest Trans » Replace suspension bush
J-43704 | Sales RWT Tri
102 Airport Trailer » Adjust wheel bearings and repair
lights
118 200 Holland = Fit new fuel filter
M-73815 = Replace fuel hose
= Repair fuel pump
236 Highgate Water = Replace delivery hose
J-43715 | Tanker
237 1988 Holmwood = Replace revolving light
N-77487 | Highgate » Adjust brakes
= Replace suction hoses
= Replace side light
44 2007 Moore Road- » Replace leaf spring
R-71381 | train Dolly = Replace mudflaps
127 Lister = Repairs air cleaner frame
= Replace fuel lines
206 Lister » Replace starter bearings
251 1989 Broons »= Replace wheel bearings
Combination Roller
62 Delta »= Replace blades
= Fix gear-box oil leak
= Weld cracks
41 2010 Mitsubishi » Fit toolboxes and crane
140 Caterpillar 12H »= Replace hose on air-conditioner
AK 24 LO
151 2006 Volvo G940 = Replace transmission and diff
AN 89 YF
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9. Water and Wastewater - Richard Stephens/Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

Job Requests

Actioned and ongoing

Risk Assessments

Completed with every job

Hydrants Flushed and painted ongoing
Services New 20mm filter water, 25mm raw water and sewer
connection Anson St
New 20mm filter water, 25mm raw water and sewer
connection Meadows Rd
New 20mm filter water, 25mm raw water and sewer
connection Charles St
New sewer boundary Wortumertie St
New sewer boundary Oxley St
Reconnect sewer Fire Station
Fix old sewer main Davidson Oval
A number of leaking taps and services attended too
A number of sewer mains cleared with SECA Machine
A number of house sewer boundaries cleared with SECA
Machine and Plunger
Cleared a number of storm water drains with sea Machine
Mowed and cleaned Water Treatment Plant and sewer
Treatment Plant as well as sewer pump stations
Villages Louth:- Extend pump column due to raising river
Enngonia:- Fix septic tank lid at tennis courts
Byrock:- Put alum in water supply and clean out overhead tank
Water Dug up 6 inch raw main Warraweena St
Dug up 4 inch raw main Anson St
Dug up 2 inch filter main Hope St
Dug up 4 inch raw main at Harris St
Dug up 4 inch raw main Mertin St
Training Staff attended and passed fluoride course held in Bowral

Maintenance

Small plant serviced and cleaned

Resolution

35/2011 Council resolved to note the Engineering Services Department Activity
Reports presented to the Ordinary Meeting of the 17" January 2011.
Moved Cr Stutsel

Seconded Cr Dorrington Carried
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORTS

File No: D3.2
Report: 201/2011 Developments Approved Report
Responsible Officer: | Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services
November 2010
Delegated Consent Subject Land Nature of Development
Authority Type &
or Council | Consent
No.
Delegated DA Lot 6, DP 753877 Installation of Transportable
201070037 | Cooncoolie Stn, Dwelling
Bourke
Delegated DA Lot 1, DP 914177 Erection of Hotel
201070036 | 2 Darling Street
North Bourke
Delegated DA Lot 10, Section 32, Erection of 2 x 1 bedroom and
2010/0039 | DP 758144 2 X 2 bedroom units
2 Moculta Street,
Bourke
Total value of Approved works for November 2010 =$1,499,293
No. of Development Application Approvals for November 2010 =3
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for
November 2010 =0

December 2010

Delegated | Consent Subject Land Nature of Development
Authority | Type &

or Consent No.

Council

Delegated | DA 2010/0045 | Lot 3, Section 11, DP | Erection of 3 Bedroom Dwelling

758781
Macquarie Street,
North Bourke

& Shed

Total value of Approved works for December 2010 =$110,000
No. of Development Application Approvals for December 2010 =1

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for

December 2010 =0
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File No: A8.1

Report: 201/11 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report
Responsible Officer: | Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services

November 2010

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility

Dogs

Cats

Animals in Pound beginning of Month

Seized

Surrendered

Dumped

Total

Euthanized

Returned to Owner

Released from Pound

Re-housed

Died in Pound

Escaped from Pound

Animals Remaining at End of Month

Total

Micro-chip Implantations

Infringement Notices

= e
o|lo|g|~|olo|lo|lo|lo|RB|B|F|o|o|o

OO0 |0O|0|0O|0|0|0|0|0|0|o|o|o

Wandering Stock

Stock Rested in Stock Yards

o

Shopping Trolley Impounded

Orders

Orders | Address Reason Why | Works
Served Required

Status

Action
Taken

Nil

December 2010

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility

Cats

Animals in Pound beginning of Month

Seized

Surrendered

Dumped

Total

Euthanized

Returned to Owner

Released from Pound

Re-housed

Died in Pound

Escaped from Pound

Animals Remaining at End of Month

Total

ellellellelle]llo]llelle]lielleo}lle}l o))
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Micro-chip Implantations 0 0
Infringement Notices 0 0
Wandering Stock 0

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0
Shopping Trolley Impounded 0
Orders

Orders | Address Reason Why | Works Status Action
Served Required Taken
Nil

e Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public
e Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act

e Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river

e Patrol’s of Council’s Reserves

File No: N1.1

Report: 201/11 Noxious Weed

Responsible Officer: | Don Mackenzie, Senior Weeds Officer

Survey of Paroo River

On Thursday 28™ October, an aerial survey of the Paroo River from the Queensland
Border to Wanaaring was carried out by helicopter, with particular emphasis being
looking for Parkinson, which has been reported as spreading from the Paroo Lakes

in Queensland, moving towards New South Wales.

6 Parkinson plants were found on the banks of the Paroo River during the survey,
at two different locations, these been 5 and 6 kilometres South from Hungerford.

These plants were mapped and GPS locations recorded, and will be treated once
the flood waters recede and the country dries out.

On the return journey to Bourke, | also observed an infestation of Devil’s Rope
Pear, approximately .50 hectare in area, 12 kilometres east of Wanaaring. This
infestation was located at an old disused shearing shed.

| shall harvest biological control agents (Cochineal) from the infestation of Devil’s
Rope Pear at Louth, and introduce to this latest finding.

Grant Funding
On October 22" 2010, the Primary Industries Minister, Steve Whan, announced the
NSW Weeds Action Program funding for 2010-2011.

Under the new Weeds Action Program, Council, this year is to receive $53,983.41
exclusive of GST.
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File No:

S510.2.1

Report: 201/11

Swimming Pool Report

Responsible Officer:

John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers

Attendance for November 2010

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders
Adult & Pensioners | Child Adult & Pensioners Child
576 1152 250 1855

These figures include school groups

Attendance for December 2010

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders
Adult & Pensioners | Child Adult & Pensioners Child
464 875 296 1907

These figures include school groups

Bernie Wilder

Manager Environmental Services

Resolution

36/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Environmental

Services Activity Reports presented to the Ordinary Meeting of the 17*" January

2011.
Moved Cr Davis

Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried Unstarred
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT

File No: G2.1
Report: 301/2011 “From the GM’s Desk™
Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

25t November 2010

On Monday this week, Mayor Andrew Lewis and | joined in Parliament House, Canberra with
representatives of approximately 45 other Councils drawn from across the entire Murray Darling
Basin to express a “Declaration of Concern” to the Federal Government in relation to the Murray
Darling Basin Plan.

We requested that a balanced approach be adopted in relation to the social, economic and
environmental considerations, particularly considering the impacts the proposed changes will have
on families and communities.

There was unanimous support from all Councils that there should be no further Government water
buyback until the plan is resolved, but the Minister for Water seems committed to maintain this
strategy, to be applied by him strategically. Bourke Council has previously written to the Minister
seeking such a moratorium.

The “Declaration of Concern” also requested that:

e The social and economic impacts of the plan be identified and acknowledged, with financial
support being required to strengthen family and community support services
Innovative infrastructure and practices are used to manage environmental flows
Water savings already achieved through improved farm practices be recognised
The science be reviewed

e Financial support be provided to assist irrigators improve their infrastructure and practices,

and

e Financial support be provided to assist in developing alternate business ventures.
Approximately 15 Parliamentarians attended the meeting at different times. It was addressed by a
number of people, including Minister for Water, Minister for Regional Australia, Leader of the
Opposition, Opposition Environment Spokesperson, Tony Windsor, a spokesperson from The Greens,
and representatives from different regions across the Basin, from Queensland to South Australia.

Whilst we were in Canberra, representatives from NSW Government departments were in Bourke
meeting with invited representatives from the Mungindi Menindee Advisory Council as a proposed
first step to develop a Water Sharing Plan for the unregulated section of the Barwon Darling River
system. Local representatives were informed that the State Government is proposing to introduce
further restrictions on use of water through the Water Sharing Plan, despite never having
introduced any of the positive components of the Cap agreement signed by the State Minister for
Water in 2006.

Those attending were quietly told that a14.5% error has been found in the original data analysis
which led to the 67% reduction in licence entitlements in 2006. The error should be in favour of
irrigators, but is not proposed to be corrected retrospectively. The Government has previously
committed that further analysis of this data should be undertaken now that new metres have been
installed by water users. However, there is no confidence that this commitment will be honoured,
yet it may well result in establishment of further errors.

Whilst the error has been known to the Department for some time, and relayed to the Murray
Darling Basin Authority, it has never formally be related to the irrigators whose businesses are so
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significantly affected by both the original decision and the error. The same data modelling is
proposed to be used across the entire Murray Darling Basin through the proposed new plan,
demonstrating the concerns for the entire communities across the Basin regarding the accuracy of
all the science and data analysis in the Basin Plan proposal.

Let me focus on more positive matters:

Bourke is currently seeing a significant growth in the number of new accommodation facilities being
approved to be built in town. During the month of October, Council management approved seven
development applications, for the erection of three 4 bedroom dwellings, two 3 bedroom dwellings,
and two group homes as well as five new cabins at a caravan park. The total value of these
approved works is in the order of $3 million. Additionally, | have been in discussion with a person
responsible for the proposed construction of another accommodation complex worth in the order of
$2 million. Apart from the benefits of the new dwellings for the respective occupants, the
construction of these developments creates significant cash flow within the business community.

The increase in tourism experienced in Bourke over recent years has been consistent with increases
across western NSW, whilst tourism in many other sectors of the industry has been in decline.
Outback Tourism NSW recently reported that as at June 2010, Outback NSW has experienced an
increase in visitation by 9.2%, with visitor nights up 6.3%.

Visitor numbers through the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre reflect this increased trend, with a
27% increase in visitor numbers in September 2010 compared to 2009. There was a 5% increase in
October 2010 compared to 2009, despite the significant one off high visitation rate for the official
opening in the last weekend of October 2009. The usual trend of decline in tourism during the
summer months in western NSW is certainly current again at present, with far less caravans now
being seen around our shire compared to those travelling in the peak season.

In an effort to speed up the maintenance of all the roads in our shire, Council has had two privately
owned graders hired to complement the operations of the five Council owned graders and other
Council owned road plant. Grading of the Hungerford Road from Bourke to Yantabulla has recently
been completed, as has the Burrawantie Road west from Enngonia. A full grade of the Bourke to
Wanaaring Road is currently in progress, which includes plans to carry out major upgrades to
sections of this road, including across the “hundred mile plain”. Other road works are currently in
progress south of Byrock on the Coronga Peak Road.

In my haste last week to congratulate the efforts of Jenny Greentree for her participation in an art
exhibition in Parliament House, | made an error in stating she exhibited one painting, with the
more correct situation clearly seen in the photo of Jen on the front page of the Western Herald. |
have since been advised that “Jen had 7 works in the exhibition which was the most of any of the
11 artists. With the Vision Splendid being seven panels, this totalled 13 individual pieces and Jen
was the only artist to have an entire wall to herself”.
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This week in history:

Nov 22 1898 The first use of one of the steam cranes on the new wharf.

Nov 22 1901 After the formation of two fifth classes in September 1901, Bourke was
raised to the status of a Superior Public School. The combined enrolment of
the two classes comprised 35 pupils.

Nov 22 2008 Tye Simmonds claimed his first Pro Lites Supercross win at Round 6 of the
Australian Supercross championships in Townsville.

Nov 25 1895 At about 7.15 on Sunday morning a fire broke out in Messrs. Cobb and Co's
coach factory, which is built of brick and iron, with the result that the
engine-house and blacksmiths' shops were demolished.

Nov 25 1949 Bourke Transport Association formed, led by James Egan as Chairman. They
complain about delays at the Railway, poor allocation of trucks, etc.

Nov 26 1941 The Weir opened. It cost £5,000, £1,250 of which was paid by the Council.
Ald. Kessey says the Lock should have been left.

Cheers for now

Geoff.

2" December 2010

| am pleased to announce that Phil Johnston will be returning to Bourke to the position of Manager,
Tourism and Development, commencing shortly. During the last 8 months Phil has been gaining
new experiences working for the Armidale Council, and he will be bringing these new experiences,
combined with his in depth understandings of Bourke back for the benefits of tourism, economic
and social development within the Shire. Welcome back Phil, Theresa and Eliza.

Richard Turner reported to Council this week on a number of specific projects he has been
undertaking whilst the Tourism and Development Manager position has been vacant. The following

are examples.

During the last week, there has been a commitment from a group of over 20 Business people
passionate about Bourke to combine collectively, with aims of enhancing their collective voices,
increasing the communication avenues between themselves and Council, sharing information and
lobbying. This group will be expected to absorb the role previously performed by the long serving
Chamber of Commerce, but will have a focus on the whole of Bourke.

Opportunities are open until 22" December for you to nominate your favourite small businesses for
one or more special categories of Back O’ Bourke Business Awards. Nomination forms are widely
available throughout the town and in each of the remaining Western Herald additions for this year.
This provides customers the chance to publically recognize their businesses for the services which
are frequently taken for granted. An awards presentation evening is anticipated to occur during

January.

You also have an opportunity to nominate fellow citizens for next January’s Australia Day Awards.
Nominations for worthy recipients for Citizen and Young Citizen, Sportsperson and Young
Sportsperson and Community Service through Employment are being encouraged now, as
applications close on 4™ January, the first day that Council opens after the Christmas break.
Application forms can be obtained from and lodged at Council, or posted to Council at PO Box 21,

Bourke.
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Council has taken the initiative to develop a week long program for visiting school excursion
groups. This is now widely distributed on a website readily available and routinely used by school
teachers across NSW. From interest shown to date, we anticipate that this will lead to a number of
visiting groups commencing next year. The aims include selling the diversity and special features
of Bourke and the surrounding district, whetting the appetite of students with the expectation of
return visits latter in their lives, and overall promotion of the Back O Bourke experience.

As the tourist season winds down into the summer months, the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre
will be reducing its opening hours to be from Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 4.00pm starting Monday,
29" November through to 28" February. Based on our experiences from last summer, and from
analyses of customers’ comments, Council does not envisage any significant disadvantages to this
minor adjustment. Special provisions can be considered for any planned large group bookings.

Whilst the ongoing rainfall events may have been beneficial for the pastoral areas, they are proving
disastrous for the cropping farmers. The economic losses, and lost opportunities, across the wheat
belt are horrific, with flow-on affects to all local businesses who service these areas. Within our
Shire, all planned road works are being continually delayed, and the amount of road works required
progressively increasing, particularly as a result of unsealed roads being used and damaged despite
being closed to traffic due to wet weather.

Council’s financial analysis for the 2009-2010 financial year; demonstrates that Council has
continued to deliver all services throughout the Shire within efficient financial responsibility. This
is best judged by the external auditing and monitoring continually undertaken by the Department
of Local Government and by Council’s auditors.

The Auditor’s report for the 2009-10 financial year for Bourke Shire Council independently
highlights the improvements made over recent years in relation to the financial performance of
Council. Examples include:

e Council delivered the 2009/10 budget with $374,649 surplus.

e The unrestricted current ratio, an indicator that Council is able to pay its debts as and
when they fall due, has improved from the dangerously low 1.01:1 at June 2008 to a
moderately acceptable 1.4:1 at June 2009 to a totally acceptable 1.71:1 in June 2010. The
Department of Local Government benchmark for this ratio is a minimum of 1.5:1.

e Available Working Capital, the funds available to Council to meet unforseen and
unbudgeted expenditure, (excluding any funds in reserve,) increased by $576,000 during
the year to an adequate level of $2.630 million.

e Debt Service Ratio, the ratio that represents the value of Council’s revenue (excluding
special purpose grants and contributions), that is applied to repayment of Loans is good at
7.15% as at 30" June 2010.

A number of external factors continue to affect the finances of Bourke Shire Council including a loss
of over 6.5% of our annual general rates income through conversion of ratepayer lands to National
Parks, increased Workers Compensation and Superannuation premiums and decrease in interest
income from investments.

Despite these challenges, Shire Councillors and all staff continue to strive for the further
development of our region, to improve local social and economic conditions and to improve services
to those who live and visit within the Bourke Shire Council area.

Congratulations to Helen and Peter Keane at the Bourke Post Office for their initiative in
beautifying the main street with their wheel barrow flower beds currently on display. Personal
initiatives demonstrating pride go a long way in creating a positive community spirit.
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This week in history,

Month |Date |Year Event

Nov 29 1988 The re-built "Oxford" under David Kennedy, has the first Drive-In bottle Shop in
Bourke (Tooheys).

Nov 30 2008 Local artist, poet and musician Andrew Hull launched his newest project “Western
Stream’ with a full band performance at the Port of Bourke Hotel. Band members
were Andrew Hull, Leigh lvin, Ronny Rindo, and Adam Bodkin.

Dec 1864 Thunderbolt and his gang robbed a hawker near Bourke of £130 in orders and
cheques.

Dec 1884 The establishment of Messrs. Colless and Co., butchers, Mitchell Street, was opened
at the beginning of December.

Dec 1923 Sidney Coleman opened a garage at the old Marshall Garage site in Oxley Street,
which had been Bourke's first garage.

Dec 1984 Bourke Family History group formed under Mrs Rilla Gordon and Mrs Robyn Waters.

Dec 1987 A long wet spell begins with the biggest Bourke December rainfall ever, 169 mm.

Dec 1996 Champion javelin thrower Shane Boney is in Perth for the Pacific School Games

Dec 1996 Byrock wins Tidy Town Award

Dec 1 1931 A Bourke Brownie Pack is formed: Brown Owl Mrs Sturgis; Pack Leader Miss A.
Carmichael.

Dec 1 1967 First number of "Jandra" is produced at the High School.

Dec 1 1967 The new Race Track is completed (8.461 furlongs).

Dec 2 1957 The Diesel passenger train has a trial run on November, 26 and the regular service
commences December 2nd.

Dec 4 1957 The Wonderland Theatre had the honour of holding an Australasian Premiere, the
film being “Robbery under Arms”, starring Peter Finch. Some of the scenes from the
film were taken at a place on the river commonly known as Mays Bend. Several local
riders had filled in for star actors.

Dec 4 1991 The Aboriginal Medical Service building (the old Uniting Church) is opened by the
Regional Manager of ATSIC.

Cheers for now,

Geoff

9" December 2010

| am preparing this article as the clouds and humidity build, without any certainty of what rainfall
may occur, or where, over the next few days. However, the build-up is consistent with the
predictions that significant rainfall events are looming. This prompts the question of what are we
doing, or planning for, in the event of significant rainfall.

From both Council and emergency planning perspectives, | have total confidence that we are
prepared as well as can be for any eventuality. Communications and planning are crucial, including
“what if” scenarios. As examples, Emergency Services have been regularly updating all contact
lists, and should the river rise much more Council will close all the floodgates through the Bourke
levee and pumps are on standby if needed.

| have been regularly questioned over recent days on whether Bourke will experience a big flood.
Whilst | do not know the answer to this, | have total confidence that the river flows to date will in
no way be a threat to the Bourke levee. Only last week Council had the levee checked by Public
Works Experts, and we were informed the levee is in good condition.
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The Bourke levee has been designed to be at a level of 15.5 metres above riverbed level. This is
effectively a full metre above the greatest flood ever recorded at Bourke in white man history, in
1864, when the estimated peak was 14.52 metres. The next three highest river recordings were
14.40 metres in 1890, 14.17 metres in 1976 and 14.09 metres in 1974.

There are enormous differences in the volume of water required to increase the depth once the
river breaks its banks and crosses the floodplains. For examples, the estimated daily flows at
Bourke for a river 12 metres deep, which is predominantly within the banks, is approximately
80,000 ML. This escalates rapidly to 142,000 ML when 13 metres deep, to 197,000 ML when 13.5
metres, to 390,000 ML when 14 metres, and incredibly to 450,000 ML per day once the river
increases a further 10 cm to 14.1 metres.

By contrast, the river at Bourke is currently carrying approximately 21,000 ML and is 7.5 metres
deep. If the volume doubles to 40,000 to 50,000 ML, a depth of approximately 10 to 11 metres will
be recorded. This is consistent with the two healthy flows recorded in Bourke in January and April
this year. As Henry Lawson is reported to have said, “The Darling River can be a muddy gutter”, as
it was this time last year, “or a second Mississippi”, as it has been for much of 2010.

| have encouraged and agreed to allow the NSW Office of Water to use the Council Chambers to
place some draft Water Sharing Plans on public exhibition, allowing interested people to study
these plans and make comments if they wish. Comments must be submitted by 31° January 2011.
The plans are for two different areas.

One is for the Unregulated Intersecting Streams and Alluvial Water Sources. This area involving the
mayjority of the Bourke Shire includes the whole of the area from the Queensland Border to the
Barwon Darling River system, and from Mungindi in the east to just west of the Paroo River.
Additionally, the whole of the area from Bourke south east to Nymagee and west towards Wilcannia
is included. A public meeting on this draft plan is proposed to be held at the Bourke Bowling Club
on 19" January at 9.30am.

The second plan is for the North-Western Unregulated Water Sources and the North-Western
Fractured Rock Groundwater Sources. This area extends from just west of the Paroo River to the
South Australian Border and from the Queensland Border to Broken Hill.

| strongly encourage all property owners in these respective areas to take time to read the draft
plans, and make appropriate comments. The Plans include components such as basic domestic and
stock rights and harvestable rights, and requirements for share components for access licences for
stock and domestic licences.

The plans are also accessible online at www.water.nsw.gov.au

| remind everyone that Back O’ Bourke Tourism Award nominations close on 22" December.
Nomination forms are available at most shops and businesses, the Bourke Shire Council office and in
The Western Herald. Please take the opportunity to nominate your favourite business! Similarly,
nominations are open until 4™ January for the various categories of Citizen of the Year, to be
awarded on Australia Day. Bourke’s Australia Day Ambassador will be Russell Adcock, an
Indigenous Whip-Cracker.

Brindabella Airlines, who are providing a Cobar/Sydney air service, are looking to expand early in
the New Year. They also welcome any feedback or advice you may have to help better tailor their
service. They are running an online survey on http://www.brindabellaairlines.com.au/cobar-
sydney-passenger-survey with all respondents to go in the draw to win a return airfare for 2 on
the Cobar/Sydney service (Tues to Thurs services only). The winner will be announced in the
‘News’ section of their website on 5 February.
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It is still not too late to respond to the Murray-Darling Basin Authority proposed Basin Plan, as the
deadline has been extended to 17 December 2010. Equally, opportunities remain to respond to the
two different Parliamentary Enquiries which have been established on socio-economic effects of

the proposed Plan.

This week in history:

Dec 5 1874 The first show of the P & A Association was held at Bourke on Monday this
week. The weather was magnificent and everything propitious, with the
exception of the fire at Tattersall’s Hotel on the previous Sunday, which had
disturbed the visitors and given rise to some inconveniences.

Dec 6 1919 The water supply nearly exhausted. Upstream waterholes being connected
by channel to the water-works, from the Brick-kiln down. The Brick-kiln
water reaches Bourke on the 17". Note: 2009 was reaching the same level
of shortage this time last year.

Dec 6 1946 The Commonwealth Bank opened for business in Bourke in premises on the
corner of Oxley and Sturt Streets.

Dec 6 2008 Tooralés plant and equipment was sold at auction in preparation for the
handover to the NSW Government. The 91,000 hectare property is ready to
be handed over to the National Parks and Wildlife Service on December 23.

Dec 7 1888 The lift bridge at Brewarrina, designed by Percy Allan, opened.

Dec 7 1929 The Mechanics' Institute re-opened. It becomes the Literary Institute.

Dec 7 1934 Bourke Cycle Club formed.

Dec 8 1994 The Bourke ATSIC building in Mertin Street has been opened by Eric DIXON
Sen. and Steve Gordon.

Dec 10 1948 Council is to adopt the Library Act of 1939 and take control of the Library.

Dec 10 1960 The present Far West Baby Clinic, built as a project of Rotary was officially
opened by Hon. J.B. Renshaw.

Dec 11 1982 Bourke and Far Western Districts Pony Club celebrated its 25th Anniversary
with a dinner at the Bourke Bowling Club.

Dec 12 1936 Permewan Wright opens their new retail store.

Dec 14 1866 The coach from Bourke held up near Narromine, and Commissioner J. G.
Grenfell mortally wounded in the running battle (Crown Lands Commr. For
the Albert District). Mr Cantrill, of Gongolgon, escaped injury and the
bushrangers ran away.

Dec 14 1939 The Foundation Stone of the new St. Stephen’s Church is laid. Part of the

old St. Stephen's foundation stone is incorporated in an exterior buttress of
the new church.

Cheers for now,

Geoff

15" December 2010

On reflection of 2010, the challenges, achievements and changes experienced by both residents and
Council have been significantly driven by the dominant climatic conditions. 2010 started with good
seasonal conditions in the north eastern quarter of the Shire, and relentless ongoing drought to the
south west. The first sign of a seasonal break in the southwest did not occur until March. The
Darling River has carried magnificent flows throughout 2010, with two peaks each of approximately
10.7 metres in January and April/May and a major rise again as we approach the end of the year.
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During the year Council made ongoing investment in assets, including the completion of the new
Stoney Creek Bridge, RTA Inspection Facilities and Wharf Toilets, sinking of a bore for emergency
town water supply purposes, and renovations to the Darling Street Medical Centre and to Village
Halls.

Councillors and staff have been heavily involved in a variety of advocacy, on issues including the
17% water cutback to licence holders, the proposed Basin Plan, the Court House restorations,
regional Health boundaries, and attracting a major tourism conference to Bourke in March 2011.
Council has also been strongly associated with major conferences throughout the year, with the
week-long Australian Rangelands Conference in September-October being the biggest.

Councillors continued to effectively fulfil their governance responsibilities, including representing
their constituents, and responding to the resignation of one Councillor with a subsequent by-
election to fill the vacancy. Most importantly, Council operated their business with sound financial
responsibilities.

One of the real tests for Council was the urgent responses to the localised flooding at different
times throughout the first half of the year. The spontaneous initiatives to construct a new levee at
Wanaaring were a credit to all involved, with a race against time as the Paroo River flow peak
approached. The flood waters of the Paroo, Warrego and Culgoa Rivers and the Cuttaburra and
their effluent streams played havoc with numerous Shire roads, isolating many properties for
extended periods. Ironically, we are approaching the end of the year with predictions of further
flooding possibilities.

The Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology New South Wales issued a preliminary flood
warning on Sunday, 12" December 2010 for the Darling River, indicating that flood flows from
western flowing NSW Rivers are expected to cause moderate to major flooding along the Darling
River at Bourke and downstream from late December onwards. The current predictions include:

0 Brewarrina - reach 8.5 metres around 30/12/10 with moderate flooding

0 Bourke - exceed minor flood level (9 metres) next weekend, reaching 12.2 metres
about second week

0 January 2011 with moderate to major flooding

0 Louth - reach 11.7 metres 3rd week January 2011 with major flooding.

Obviously these estimates will require regular reviews over coming weeks, and all will be
significantly influenced should any more rainfall events occur.

Whilst these river heights seem significant, | reassure all readers that the Bourke levee is
constructed to 15.5 metres. If the volume of water at Bourke ends up being double the volume at
the predicted height of 12.2 metres, the river will still only be approximately 13.3 metres, due to
spreading across the floodplain. However, out of town property owners should prepare in advance
for localised flooding, with periods of isolation of many properties.

The ongoing wet conditions have totally hampered Council in being able to maintain all Council’s
1,900 km of dirt roads throughout the Shire, whether caused by washouts or damage by users.
Whilst | appreciate the access problems for all rural travellers, | can only offer reassurance that
Council is doing everything practical to maintain these assets. The continuing understanding and
support by potential users is appreciated.
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Please take the opportunity to submit your nominations for the Small Business Awards, with
nominations closing on 23" December. Similarly, submit your nominations for Australia Day
Awards, preferably before Christmas, with closing date on 4™ January, the first working day next

year.

This week in history,

Dec

15

1955

On the North Bourke Common, 8 miles from the station a Butter’s aircraft
crashed. The Doctor, Ambulance and Fire Brigade were directed to the
wrong side of the river and delayed. No one was hurt and nothing could be
done (Dr Coolican swam the river with his “little black bag”, and had a
painful run to the aircraft because of cathead burrs.)

Dec

15

1972

Permanent lighting now at the airport, allowing night landing.

Dec

16

1890

The first Presbyterian Church services were also held in Bourke in the early
1880's but the parish itself was not formed until 1884 with the arrival of its
first Minister in Bourke after only one week in Australia from England, the
Rev. Gordon Molyneux. Many attempts were made to acquire land and build
a church but it wasn't until 1890 that a Welsh Minister Rev. Thomas Morgan
built the Presbyterian Church in Bourke shortly after the disastrous flood of
that year. He rallied the scattered flock, led them in the erection of a
church and was inducted to the charge on the 16th December, 1890 by the
Rev Miller-Ross who had come to Bourke for the double event - the
induction and the opening of the church.

Dec

18

1997

Council defers the decision on the establishment of a minimum security
correctional centre at Pattison. Local Businessman Trev Randall Said “If
Council wants to kill the town, they should keep making decisions to knock
developments like this”.

Dec

19

1980

The Medical Complex is now completed, at the old St Stephens hostel site.

Dec

19

1980

The Community Recreation Complex is now completed.

Dec

21

1896

C of E School Hall blown down in storm.

Dec

21

2008

New address for Lynwood House. Lynwood, also known as ‘The Captain’s
House’, was home to pioneering riverboat captains, John Brown and his sons
Walter and Herbert. Lynwood finds a new home in Richard St facing the
Darling River. Local motelier Glen Curtis, began moving the house on
Sunday.

Dec

23

1899

The Federal Amateur Racing Club, Hungerford, came into being, with H.P.
McDonald as President and W.H.D. Gell as Secretary.

Dec

25

1868

The bushranger "Starlight", (Frank Pearson) was captured by Sergeant
Andrew Cleary and Constable Tobias Johns; both of the Bourke Police.
Pearson had been an associate in crime of bushranger Rutherford, a horse
thief wanted by the Queensland Police.

Dec

26

1895

St. Stephen’s Church of England is gutted.

Dec

26

1985

Historic "Carriers Arms" gutted by thief-arsonists at 0500.

Dec

27

1993

Maximum temperature today 22 degrees, the lowest December max temp
ever for Bourke.

Dec

31

1902

Heatwave up to 121% degrees in the shade.

As this is the last edition of the Western Herald for 2010, | take this opportunity to publically
express my thanks to the cooperation and patience of Mike Keenan and his staff for allowing me to
share Council happenings with readers.
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On behalf of Anne and from me personally | extend our best wishes to each of

you and you’re loved ones for a safe, healthy and happy festive season. | look forward to working
collectively in 2011 for the benefits and developments of

our community.

Cheers for now, Geoff

Resolution

37/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the General Manager’s
Activity Report presented to the Ordinary Meeting of the 17™ January 2011.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried Unstarred
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT

File No:
Report: 401/2011
Responsible Officer:

L4.1
Library Manager’s Report
Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services

The following items for the month November 2010 are presented for your
information:

1. Circulation statistics for November 2010:

Audio Visual 404
Adult Fiction 434
Non-Fiction 117
Junior Fiction 220
Magazines 52
Interlibrary Loans 0

Total 1227

During the same period in 2009,

the figures were as follows:

Audio Visual 349
Adult Fiction 465
Non-Fiction 202
Junior Fiction 256
Magazines 80
Interlibrary Loans 4
Total 1356

2. There were a total of 7 new memberships: 5 adults, 1 junior and 1
temporary borrower. The internet/wordprocessing facilities were used 206
times. This compares to the previous years’ figures of 14 new memberships
in November 2009, with 11 adults, 1 junior and 2 temporary borrowers
joining. In the same period, 97 people used the internet/word processing
facilities.

3. Our new computers for the front counter and main office desk were
installed thanks to Damian. One of the old computers was set up in the
history room for Cathy’s research.

If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not
hesitate to contact the library.

Jane Cocksedge
Acting Library Manager

Resolution

38/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Acting Library
Manager’s Report for November 2010 presented to Council 17" January 2011.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried Unstarred
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TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT

File No: T4.3
Report: 501/2011 Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre Activity Report
Responsible Officer: | Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development

The Jandra ceased operations on the 7™ of October 2010 and due to the prolonged
river has not been able to cruise since then. A reduction in income has been
factored due to the flooding in the previous budget review.

Jandra staff have continued to monitor the flood situation and ensure that the
Jandra is secure at its mooring at Kidman’s Camp. Some basic maintenance has
taken place and full time staff have taken leave owing and assisted at the
Exhibition Centre and with the Crossley Engine. To date flooding has not caused
any issues with the Jandra.

Despite the ongoing flooding the number of visitors to the Exhibition Centre was
well up for November with a slight drop off for December. Final year’s end figures
can be seen below.

Over the Christmas period the Centre has been closed to allow for the
refurbishment work to be undertaken in the foyer. Planning has commenced to
allow for the transition of the Visitor Information Centre out to the Exhibition
Centre. The refurbishment has doubled the available foyer space with a path to be
added to take visitors directly from the foyer to the cafe if they do not wish to
enjoy the Centre experience, or directly from Building 3 back to the entrance if
they do not wish to visit the café. Additional seating, signage and grassed area can
be expected so that the needs of our visitors are met.

Pat Toombs has been appointed to the Back O’ Bourke Coordinator’s role and | am
privileged to return Council in the role of Manager Tourism and Development.
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Number of People through Back ‘O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre
April 21° 2009 to 31% December 2010

2500
2000
1500
W 2009
1000 m 2010
500
0 -
JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Month 2009 | 2010
January 154
February 139
March 304
April 551 925
May 1551 1433
June 1535 1769
July 1951 2345
August 1607 1916
September 1433 1816
October 1259 1325
November 320 512
December 180 171
Total | 10,387 | 12,809
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Jan Feb March April  May June July  Aug Sep Oct Nov  Dec

Month 2009 2010
January 0
February 25
March 213
April 0
May 1325
June 949 1459
July 1532 1578
August 1174 1165
September 1212 1400
October 788 188
November 233 Flood
December 42 Flood
Total 5930 5292

Resolution

39/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the update from the Back
O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre in the Tourism & Development Activity Report
presented to the Ordinary Meeting of the 17" January 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried Unstarred
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Resolution at 12.14pm

40/2011 Council resolved to move into Closed Session of Council to carry out
the voting for the Australia Day Awards.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Hollman Carried

Resolution at 12.50pm

41/2011 Council resolved to return to Open Session of Council.
Moved Cr Hollman Seconded Cr Davis Carried

Resolution

42/2011 Council resolved that the ballot papers for the Australia Day Awards be
destroyed and that the names of all Australia Day nominees remain
confidential.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Holmes Carried

There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.51pm
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