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MINUTES – BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 20TH JUNE 2011 

 

PRESENT 

C12.1  
 

 
Staff 
Geoff Wise General Manager 
Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services/Minutes 
Bernie Wilder Manager Environmental Services 
Bruce Gray Manager of Services 
Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 
Peter Brown Manager of Water & Wastewater Services 
Phil Johnston Manager of Tourism & Development 
Kai Howard Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

Opening Prayer 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Apologies 
 
Resolution 
238/2011 Council resolved that the apology from Cr Sally Davis be noted and that 
leave be granted. 
Moved Cr Collis-McAnespie  Seconded Cr Hollman  Carried 
 

Councillors  
17/01 

 
21/02 

 
28/03 

 
02/05 

 
23/05 

 
20/06 

 
25/07 

 
22/08 

 
26/09 

 
24/10 

 
28/11 

Cr Andrew Lewis  AP   AP  
 

     

Cr Robert Stutsel   
Chair 

   
Chair 

 
 

     

Cr Victor Bartley AP      
 

     

Cr Olga Collis-
McAnespie 

   AP   
 

     

Cr Sally Davis  9.14
am 

9.05
am 

 9.43 
am 

AP      

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

      
 

     

Cr Lachlan Ford       
 

     

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

      
 

     

Cr John Holmes   AP  AP  
 

     

Cr Wal Mitchell  AP     
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Remembrance 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following: 
  

Peter McGirr 
Rose O’Dell 

 

Mayoral Minute 

 
• The Mayor thanked Deputy Mayor, Cr Stutsel for standing in for him whilst he 

was on leave. 
 

• General Manager, as a member of delegation representing the Murray Darling 
Association, attended a meeting with Craig Knowles, Chairman of the Murray 
Darling Basin Authority on Tuesday, 14th June 2011 in Sydney. 

 
Resolution 
239/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Mayoral Minute as 
presented to Council on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Lewis    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 
 

Starring of Items 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
Resolution 
240/2011 The Council resolved to approve the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Council meeting on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried   
 

Confirmation of the Minutes 

 
Resolution 
241/2011 Council resolved to approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on the 23rd May 2011 as a true and correct record. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
2011 
June 20th  Council Meeting - 3rd Monday 4th needed to finalise 

budget 
July 16th  Enngonia Races  
 25th Council Meeting - 4th Monday 
August  6th  Louth Races 
 22nd Council Meeting - 4th Monday 
September 13th – 15th  Local Government Aboriginal  Network 
 26th  Council Meeting – Mayoral Election - 4th Monday 
October 24th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday 
November/ 
December 

28th  Council Meeting - 5th Monday of November - merge with 
December Meeting 
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BUSINESS ARISING from 23rd MAY 2011 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action complete 
   

GM   General Manager  
  MCS  Manager Corporate Services 
  MES  Manager Environmental Services 
  MTD  Manager Tourism & Development 
  MTS  Manager of Town Services 
  MRS  Manager of Road Services 
  MW&WWS Manager of Water & Waste Water Services 
   
387/2008 – Nine Day Fortnight 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 
Original Resolution 303/2007 - Closely monitor 
Nine Day Fortnight for a six month period on its 
performance 

Industrial review continuing 

 
72/2010 - Town Committee Minutes – Poets Corner 
Responsible Officer: MTS 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 
Plaques to be fixed and sign for Poets Corner at 
the present site from current budget. 

• Plaques completed  
• Signage to be repainted 

 
468/2010 - Funding Grant to Undertake a Review of the Future Water Supply Options for 
Bourke 
Responsible Officer: MW&WWS 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN 
A regular pattern of depth measurements of sites 
in the Bourke weir pond at 4 metres to be carried 
out. 

Weir must cease to flow to allow accurate 
results 

 
69/2011 – Town Committee Meeting Minutes – Air Passenger Service to Bourke 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION  ACTION TAKEN  
Consultation to be carried out Health Services, 
State Government and the local Shell agent to 
formulate a proposal to Brindabella Airlines to 
provide a regular air passenger service to Bourke 

Agenda for next Interagency meeting   

 
108/2011 – Barwon Regional & Strategic Roads Committee 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Commit to be involved in the Regional and 
Strategic Roads proposal for Western NSW 

Ongoing 
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111/2011 – Emergency Flood Road Access for Isolated Properties 
Responsible Officer: MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council to consider funding for the work on the 
south of Louth flood road at the next Ordinary 
Meeting of Council subject to a report being 
received 

Waiting on report 

 
181/2011 – Health Services Available in Bourke 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Letter to the Department of Health regarding 
the disadvantage experienced in employing a 
Contract Operator for a major Tourist facility in 
Bourke due to the absence of Haemodialysis 
facility in town and request that urgent action 
be taken to rectify this situation. 

Letter sent 

 
196/2011 – Proposed Council Properties to be Prepared for Sale 
Responsible Officer: MES/MT&D 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Strategy be developed and brought back to 
Council on the progressive disposal of these 
properties 

In Progress 

 
209/2011 – Caltex Opening Hours 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council to approach Caltex to consider 
opening and supplying fuel and gas at the 
Depot 7 days a week 

Letter sent 

 
211/2011 – GST Certificate 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
Council certificate sent for GST payments for 
the period 1st May 2010 to 30th April 2011 has 
been paid 

Completed 
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217/2011 – BOBEC Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 
Responsible Officer:  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Advisory Committee Charter Council call for 
new members of the Advisory Committee to 
nominate and ask existing members to 
reaffirm their membership of the Committee 

 

 
229/2011 – Bourke Olympic War Memorial Swimming Pool – Amenities  
Responsible Officer: MENV 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Submissions to be invited for cost saving 
measures from the tender submitters based on 
a revision of the plans 

In progress 

 
232/2011 – Bourke Public School – Breakfast Program 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Letter to be sent to Hills-Kellyville Rotary Club 
to thank them for the contribution to the 
breakfast program at the Bourke Public School 
and to the Principal of the Bourke Public 
School congratulating her on her initiative. 

Letters sent 

 
Resolution 
242/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Business Arising as 
presented to Council on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

 
File No: T3.19 
Report: 204/2011 Tenders - Amenities Building Swimming Pool 
Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services 
 
This report provides information in relation the consideration of tenders received 
for the construction of the new Amenities Building at the Bourke Swimming Pool. 
 
The report recommends that Council consider a report in closed session by virtue 
of Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act as it involves commercial 
information of a confidential nature that if disclosed would prejudice the 
commercial position of the person that supplied it.   
 
Tenders are being assessed and further information and a further report will be 
sent out prior to the Council meeting. 
 
Resolution 
243/2011 Council resolved to consider a late report in closed session by virtue 
of Section 10A (2)(d)(i) of the Local Government Act in relation to tenders 
received for the construction of the new Amenities Building at the Bourke 
Swimming Pool. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 
Bernie Wilder 
Manager Environmental Services 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
File No: W2.1-W2.8 
Report: 321/2011 Productivity Commission Draft Report 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
Background: 
The following is an extract from a recent PRODUCTIVITY COMMISSION DRAFT 
REPORT “AUSTRALIA’S URBAN WATER SECTOR”, Page LV11 

DRAFT RECOMMENDATION 13.5 

Compliance with the health critical elements of the Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines should be mandatory, and implemented via legislation. 

Utility performance against all elements of the Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines should be publicly reviewed and reported on annually by State and 
Territory Governments. Sanctions should apply if water utilities do not comply 
with the mandatory elements of the guidelines, and directors or other 
accountable persons such as councillors should be personally liable for the risks 
associated with non-compliance. 

Utilities that do not comply with the non-health critical elements of the 
guidelines must develop and implement a risk management plan (approved by the 
relevant health department) that will move the utility toward full compliance 
with all elements of the guidelines. 
 
Current Situation: 

• The recommendation that “Sanctions should apply if water utilities do 
not comply with the mandatory elements of the guidelines, and … 
persons such as councillors should be personally liable for the risks 
associated with non-compliance” is brought to the attention of 
Councillors. 

• There is little understanding whether the Productivity Commission is willing 
to receive any response to their Draft report. 

• These comments are duplicated in the Delegates Report for the Lower 
Macquarie water utilities Alliance. 

 
Resolution 
244/2011 Council resolved to note the extract from the Productivity 
Commission draft report “Australia’s Urban Water Sector” 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Holmes  Carried 
 
Resolution 
245/2011 Council resolved that we determine if the report also applies to non 
potable water and if so further determine the impact on Council. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Hollman  Carried 
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File No: S6.5 
Report: 322/2011 Camping Out/Enterprise Agreement 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) 
(a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) 
 
Background: 

• Bourke Shire Council has been operating a Camping Out Enterprise 
Agreement for the Road Maintenance and Transport Sector of our staff since 
the early 1990’s. 

 
Resolution 
246/2011 Council resolved to discuss the Camping Out/Enterprise Agreement 
Report in Closed Session of Council. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 

 
File No: W2.1-W2.2.8-W2.5 
Report: 323/2011 Bourke Volumetric Water Allocation 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 

• Council Resolution Number 115/2011 stated:  “Council resolved to write to 
the Minister of Water regarding the water volumetric allocation and 
request a meeting with the Minister during the Shires Conference”. 

• In pursuit of this resolution, a meeting was arranged in Sydney on 1st June 
2011 between Minister Hodgkinson, Minister for Primary Industries and 
Minister for Small Business and Council delegates.   

• Acting Mayor Bob Stutsel and General Manager Geoff Wise attended. 
• Council’s position was forcefully put to the Minister. 
• The Minister concluded that Bourke Council must have a volumetric water 

licence, knowing that virtually every other town and city in NSW has a 
licence, and it is essential for all water extractions to be able to be 
accounted for to progress with the development of a Water Sharing Plan and 
the ongoing issues associated with a Murray Darling Basin Plan. 

• The Minister referred Council to contact the Senior Water Licensing Officer 
in the relevant Department.   

o Initial contact has been made with this officer. 
• The Minister took special interest in Bourke Council’s desire to increase the 

height of the weir, and in finalisation of the emergency bore water supply.  
She has requested a briefing paper on these matters.   

o This paper is being prepared. 
 
Recommendation 
Council resolves to note the report of a delegation to visit Minister Hodgkinson 
in relation to a volumetric water allocation for Bourke, and note that the 
Minister insists that Bourke must have a volumetric limit on our town water 
licence. 
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Resolution 
247/2011 Council resolved to note the report of a delegation to visit Minister 
Hodgkinson in relation to a volumetric water allocation for Bourke, and note 
that the Minister insists that Bourke must have a volumetric limit on our town 
water licence. A futuristic consumption level be established. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried 
 

 
File No: D1.1 
Report: 324/2011 Dentist Services in Bourke 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
On 1st October 2009 Bourke Council entered into a contract with a Dentist to work 
from the Council owned Dental Surgery. 
 
Over recent months Council Managers have become concerned that various parts of 
the contract have not been fulfilled. 
 
In accordance with standard contract management, actions have been taken by 
Council Management which has resulted in the contract being terminated as from 
31st May 2011. 
 
Council Management is currently pursuing various options to attract alternate 
Dental Services to Bourke. 
 
Resolution 
248/2011 Council resolved to note the report concerning Dental Services at 
Bourke. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 
File No: F1.1 
Report:441/2011 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31.5.2011 
Balances as per Bank Statement 245,460.07 
Plus: Deposit not shown 28,227.86 
Less: Unpresented Cheques 26,686.20 
Less: Unpresented EFTPOS 1,214.95 
Balance as per Cash Book 245,786.78 
 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31.5.2011 
Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 
General 1,077,222.76 5,345,500.00 
Water 1,542,778.90  
Sewer 1,936,400.48  
Trust 107,033.65  
Total Funds 4,663,435.79  
 
Investments as at 31.5.2011  
National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 5.7% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 600,000.00 5.66% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 308,394.64 5.66% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 320,831.25 5.74% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 312,698.65 5.68% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 819,278.71 5.7% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 422,462.43 5.69% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 633,983.33 5.74% 90 Days A1+ 
Total Investments 4,417,649.01    
 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 
is certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local 
Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31.5.2011 
Balance as per cash book 245,786.78 
Investments 4,417,649.01 
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 4,663,435.79 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.5.2011 
 Balance Transaction Balance 
 30.4.2011  31.5.2011 
General Fund 1,919,745.31 -842,522.55 1,077,222.76 
Water Fund 1,486,766.78 56,012.12 1,542,778.90 
Sewer Fund 1,938,716.73 -2,316.25 1,936,400.48 
Trust Fund 106,330.67 702.98 107,033.65 
Investments -4,214,892.97 -202,756.04 -4,417,649.01 

Totals 1,236,666.52 -990,879.74 245,786.78 
 
Balance of all Funds as at 30.4.201              1,236,666.52 
Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates 412,936.72 
(b) Other Cash  1,335,198.71 

  
Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting 2,536,259.13 
(b) New Investment  202,756.04 

Balance as at 31.5.2011 245,786.78 
 
Resolution 
249/2011 Council resolved that the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for 
all funds of the Council and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.5 .2011 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Mitchell   Carried 
 

 
 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 
File No: F1.1 
Report:442/2011 Investment Report as at 31st May 2011 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, 
the Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio 
on a monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The format of the report has been updated to incorporate the requirements of Investment 
Guidelines released by the Division of Local Government on the 25th May 2010 and 
incorporate the new corporate reporting format. 
 
Issues 

• Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

• Statutory obligations are being met 
• Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
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Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to 
the Manager of corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The revised 2010/11 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $290,000 
which represents an estimated return of 5%. This revenue is split proportionally 
across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in 
accordance with cashflow requirements. 
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st May 2011 is 
$4,417,649.01. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 29th November 2010. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 
 
Term Deposits 
 
National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 5.7% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 600,000.00 5.66% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 308,394.64 5.66% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 320,831.25 5.74% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 312,698.65 5.68% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 819,278.71 5.7% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 422,462.43 5.69% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank 633,983.33 5.74% 90 Days A1+ 
Total Investments 4,417,649.01    
 
Percentage of Total Portfolio 100% 
Average Investment Yield   5.69% 
 
Portfolio Performance 
The 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 31st March 2011 was 5.01% whilst the 
11am Cash Rate was 4.75%. 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $61,350.42 for the month. 
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Resolution 
250/2011 Council resolved: 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st May 2011 be 
received and noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the 
report adopted. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Mitchell  Carried 
 

 
File No: P4.2.10 
Report: 443/2011 Management Plan  
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Council’s Draft Management Plan for 2011/2014 has been available for public comment 
since its adoption at the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 2nd May 2011.  This has included 
the statutory advertising requirements of the Local Government Act. 
 
The following written submissions and comments have been received in relation to the 
Library Budget of the Management Plan 
 
Library 

• Council has received four letters in regards to the reduced estimate for Book 
purchases from $20,000 to $15,000. 

 
Dealt within the Prècis of Correspondence section of the Business Paper 
 
Recommendation 
Council resolved to consider the book purchase vote. 
 
Other required amendments 
 
Louth Toilet Block 
The Manager of Corporate Services has spoken with the President of the Louth Chamber of 
Commerce in relation to the 2010/2011 financial contribution to the new or refurbished 
toilet block at Louth. The President has advised that he would like to roll the current 
contribution into the 2011/2012 budget. The total expenditure allocated is $150,000.00 
off-set by a loan of $75,000.00 and a $75,000.00 contribution from the Louth Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
Resolution 
251/2011 Council resolved to include the $150,000.00 vote for the upgrade of the 
Louth Toilets in the 2011/2012 draft budget estimates for consideration off-set by a 
loan of $75,000.00 and $75,000.00 contribution from the Louth Chamber of 
commerce 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
 
Sign Shed 
The original draft budget put to Council on 2nd May 2011 included a vote of $20,000 to 
extend the sign shed at the Council depot. This vote has been removed on two previous 
requests. The shed is required to lock up and secure valuable signs for road works, store 
traffic lights, variable message board and power plant. 
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Resolution 
252/2011 Council resolves to consider in the draft Budget to include the extension of 
the sign shed to the value of $20,000 and borrow the funds to off-set this expenditure. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
 
Loans 
The following is the advertised loan schedule 
Engineering Plant $ 
Plant  
Isuzu NPR 400 70,000 
Kubota Mower 25,000 
Isuzu 450 Long Crew Cab 250 50,000 
Slasher 28,000 
Super Dog Trailer 170,000 
Grader attachment for Bobcat 10,000 
Caravans 66,000 
Village Plant 30,000 
Plant Total $449,000 
Other General  
Town Drainage 100,000 
Louth Airstrip 30,000 
Skate Park and Canteen 45,000 
Pool Furniture 8,000 
Enngonia Hall Upgrade 17,000 
General Fund Total $200,000 
                                                                                    
Grand Total           $649,000 

 
Adjusted Loan Schedule 
Engineering Plant $ 
Plant  
Isuzu NPR 400 70,000 
Kubota Mower 25,000 
Isuzu 450 Long Crew Cab 250 50,000 
Slasher 28,000 
Super Dog Trailer 170,000 
Grader attachment for Bobcat 10,000 
Caravans 66,000 
Village Plant 30,000 
Plant Total $449,000 
Other General  
Town Drainage 100,000 
Louth Toilets 75,000 
Louth Airstrip 30,000 
Skate Park and Canteen 45,000 
Pool Furniture 8,000 
Sign Shed 20,000 
Enngonia Hall Upgrade 17,000 
General Fund Total $295,000 
                                                                                    
Grand Total           $744,000 
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Resolution 
253/2011 Council resolved to adopt the Loan schedule as presented in the 2011/2014 
Management Plan and to include $75,000 for Louth toilets and $20,000 for the 
extension of the sign shed bringing the total proposed borrowings to $744,000 and 
approves the seal to be affixed to loan documents. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
 
Fees and Charges 
Out of hours waste depot access within the fees and charges has an error, the advertised 
plan includes the wording “new” when the fee was implemented last year and an early 
opening fee is required to be increased to $80.00 and to include Thursday to Monday. 
 
Advertised Plan 
OUT OF HOURS WASTE DEPOT ACCESS 2010/11 2011/12  
Tuesday & Wednesday 
        Full Day 
        Half Day 
        Up to 1 hour 
 Early Opening (8.00am)  

 
$250.00 
$140.00 

New 
 $60.00 

 
$250.00 
$140.00 
$80.00 
 $60.00 

 
E 
E 
E 
E 

 
Adjusted Plan 
OUT OF HOURS WASTE DEPOT ACCESS 2010/11 2011/12  
Tuesday & Wednesday 
        Full Day 
        Half Day 
        Up to 1 hour 
 Early Opening (8.00am) –Thursday to Monday 

 
$250.00 
$140.00 
$80.00 
 $80.00 

 
$250.00 
$140.00 
$80.00 
 $80.00 

 
E 
E 
E 
E 

 
Resolution 
254/2011 Council resolved to adopt the adjusted fees and charges schedule for out of 
hours waste depot access 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carrie  
 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the Council Chambers at 
9.00am 
 

This is page 17 of 72 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the 
Council Chambers 
 

Resolution 
255/2011 Council resolved to adopt the levy of rates and charges presented to the 
meeting and as follows: 
(a) Ordinary Rates 
WHEREAS the draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 
1/7/2011 to 30/6/2012 was prepared by Council in accordance with S405 and 
advertised in the Western Herald in accordance with S405 AND WHEREAS a period of 
28 days since the publication of that notice was given and during the period no 
objections or submissions have been received in making the Ordinary Rates and that in 
accordance with S492, S493 and S529 of the Local Government Act 1993 the following 
ordinary rates be levied on all rateable land within the Shire for the period 1 July 
2011 to 30 June 2012: 
Type of Rate Cents in $ Base amount 
Town Residential Ordinary Rate 4.65 69.00 
Village Occupied Ordinary Rate 3.06 121.00 
Village Unoccupied Ordinary Rate 2.73 45.00 
Mines Ordinary Rate  7.33 450.00 
Business Ordinary Rate 3.06 133.00 
Farmland General Ordinary Rate .75 450.00 
Farmland Irrigable (Low) Rate 1.50 450.00 
Farmland Irrigable (Moderate) Rate 3.70 450.00 
Farmland Irrigable (High) Rate 6.30 450.00 
 
(b) User Charges/Annual Charges – Water, Sewerage and Urban Drainage  
WHEREAS the draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2011 to 
30/6/2012 was prepared by Council in accordance with S402 and advertised in the 
Western Herald in accordance with S405 AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 
publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions 
have been received in making the User Charges and that in accordance with S501 and 
S502 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council levy on such land on which water and 
sewerage is connected or able to be connected in accordance with S552 as follows: 
 
Water: 
Town/Village Minimum  Usage Charge (c/kl) 
Bourke and North Bourke $21.00  $1.80 
Water Access Charges     Charge 
Filtered Water Access 20mm    $208.00 
Filtered Water Access 25mm    $255.00 
Filtered Water Access 32mm    $520.00 
Filtered Water Access 40mm    $710.00 
Filtered Water Access 50mm    $977.00 
Filtered Water Access 100mm    $1,955.00 
Raw Water Access 20mm    $382.00 
Raw Water Access 25mm    $382.00 
Raw Water Access 32mm    $780.00 
Raw Water Access 40mm    $1,205.00 
Raw Water Access 50mm    $2,266.00 
Raw Water Access 100mm    $3,775.00 
Village – Occupied    $571.00 
Village – Unoccupied    $67.00 
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Sewer: 
Council has adopted a user charge applicable to residential and commercial use. 
Sewerage Charges    Charge  
Sewage Access Single    $577.00 
Sewerage Access Multi    $577.00 
 
Urban Drainage: 
Council has adopted a user charge for urban drainage to carry out maintenance. 
Urban Drainage Charge      Charge 
Drainage Charge      $140.00 
 
(c) Domestic Waste Management Service (Garbage) 
WHEREAS the draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2011 to 
30/6/2012 was prepared by Council in accordance with S402 and advertised in the 
Western Herald in accordance with S405 AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 
publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions 
have been received in making the Domestic Waste Management (Garbage) Rates and 
that in accordance with s496 and s501 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council levy 
a charge for the year 1/07/11 to 30/06/12 as follows: 
 
Garbage Charges       Charge 
Domestic Waste Charges     $227.00 
Trade Waste Charges     $227.00 
Village Tip Maintenance     $  77.00 
(d) Fees and Charges: 
WHEREAS the draft Management Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2011 to 
30/6/2012 was prepared by Council in accordance with S402 and advertised in the 
Western Herald in accordance with S405 AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 
publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions 
have been received in making the fees and charges and in accordance with S501 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 Council adopt the fees and charges for period 1 July 2011 
to 30 June 2012 AND FURTHER that Council, in setting these charges, examined the 
criteria detailed in S539 (What criteria are relevant to determining the amount 
charged). 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie   Carried 
 
Resolution 
256/2011 Council resolved to adopt the Plant Replacement Schedule as presented in 
the 2011/2014 Management Plan. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Bartley    Carried 
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Resolution 
257/2011 Council resolved to include $40,000 expenditure for BOBEC Motel Site into 
the 2011/12 budget of the Management Plan. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
 
Fees and Charges Amendments to 2011/2012 Budget 
 
Introduction 
This report provides information in relation to recent amendments to the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulations to increase statutory fees and charges under that 
legislation. 
 
The report recommends that the Councils budget for 2011/2012 be amended accordingly. 
 
Report 
Councils draft budget includes the following fees and charges which are set out as Fee 
Type A:  
 
Fee Type A  
This is a fee charged under relevant legislation.  The details of the legislation and section are contained 
under the heading of the various types of fees.  Council is unable to vary the amount of these fees. 
(Section 610). These fees are GST free under Division 81 GST Act. 
 
SERVICE 2010/11 2011/12 PRICING 

POLICY 
Development involving the erection of a 
dwelling-house with an estimated 
construction cost of $100,000 or less 

 
$364.00 

 
$364.00 

 
A 

Development not involving the erection of a 
building, the carrying out of a work, the 
subdivision of land or the demolition of a 
building or work i.e. (change of use) 

 
$220.00 

 
$220.00 

 
A 
 
 
 

Designated development in addition to any 
other fees payable under the Part 15 of the 
EPA Reg 2000 

 
$715.00 

 
$715.00 

 
A 

Integrated Development – approval by gov 
authority 

$110 plus a fee of 
$250 for each 

authority  

$110 plus a fee of 
$250 for each 

authority  

 
A 

Review of Determinations Cl. 257EPA Reg 
2000 - in the case of a request with respect 
to a development application that involves 
the erection of a dwelling-house with an 
estimated cost of construction of $100,000 
or less 

$150.00 $150.00 A 
 

Review of Determinations Cl. 257EPA Reg 
2000 - in the case of a request with respect 
to any other development application 

Please refer to 
Clause 257 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

Please refer to 
Clause 257 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

A 
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SERVICE 2010/11 2011/12 PRICING 
POLICY 

Modification of a consent (local or state) Cl. 
258 EPA Reg 2000 for: 
S. 96(1) 
S. 96(1A) 
 
 
 
 
S96(2) 
If the fee for the original application was 
less than $100, 
 
 
if the fee for the original application was 
$100 or more: in the case of an application 
with respect to a development application 
that does not involve the erection of a 
building, the carrying out of a work or the 
demolition of a work or building 
 
in the case of a request with respect to a 
development application that involves the 
erection of a dwelling-house with an 
estimated cost of construction of $100,000 
or less 
 
in the case of a request with respect to any 
other development applications 

$55.00 
$500 or 50% the 

fee for the original 
development , 

which ever is the 
lesser 

 
 
 

50 per cent of that 
fee 

 
 

$150.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please refer to 
Clause 258 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

$55.00 
$500 or 50% the 

fee for the original 
development , 

which ever is the 
lesser 

 
 
 

50 per cent of that 
fee 

 
 

$150.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please refer to 
Clause 258 of EP&A 

Regulations 2005 

A 

SUBDIVISION OF LAND 
Involving the opening of a public road  $500 plus $50 for 

each additional lot 
created by the 

subdivision 

$500 plus $50 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

Not involving the opening of a public road $250 plus $40 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

$250 plus $40 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

Strata subdivision $250 plus $50 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

$250 plus $50 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

 
DEVELOPMENT REQUIRING ADVERTISING 

Designated Development  $1665.00 per ad $1665.00 per ad A 
Advertised Development  $830.00 per ad $830.00 per ad A 
Prohibited Development $830.00 per ad $830.00 per ad A 

CERTIFICATES 
Planning Certificates 

Section 149(2) “Zoning” $40.00 $40.00 A 
Section 149(5) “Land restrictions” $60.00 $60.00 A 

Outstanding Orders and Notices 
Section 735A (Loc. Gov. Act) $40.00 $40.00 A 
Noxious Weed(Nox. Weed Act) $40.00 $40.00 A 
Section 121ZP (E P & A Act) $40.00 $40.00  
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BUILDING CERTIFICATES (149 D) 

Class 1 building or Class 10 (dwelling & 
shed) 

$210 $210 A 

All other buildings: 
not exceeding 200 sqm  
exceeding 200 sqm but not 2000 sqm 
exceeding 2000 sqm 

 
$210 

$210, plus 42 cents 
per sqm over 200 

$966, plus 6.3 
cents per sqm over 

2000 

 
$210 

$210, plus 42 cents 
per sqm over 200 

$966, plus 6.3 
cents per sqm over 

2000 

 
 
A 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & ASSESSMENT ACT 
Section 150 Certificates (Certified copies of 
documents Plans or maps relating to an Env. 
Planning Instrument) 

$40.00 $40.00 A 

 
The revised fees as advised by the State Government are as follows: 
 
SERVICE 2010/11 2011/12 PRICING 

POLICY 
Development involving the erection of a 
dwelling-house with an estimated 
construction cost of $100,000 or less 

 
$364.00 

 
$455.00 

 
A 

Development not involving the erection of a 
building, the carrying out of a work, the 
subdivision of land or the demolition of a 
building or work i.e. (change of use) 

 
$220.00 

 
$285.00 

 
A 
 
 
 

Designated development in addition to any 
other fees payable under the Part 15 of the 
EPA Reg 2000 

 
$715.00 

 
$920.00 

 
A 

Integrated Development – approval by gov. 
authority 

$110 plus a fee of 
$250 for each 

authority  

$140 plus a fee of 
$320 for each 

authority  

 
A 

Review of Determinations Cl. 257EPA Reg 
2000 - in the case of a request with respect 
to a development application that involves 
the erection of a dwelling-house with an 
estimated cost of construction of $100,000 
or less 

$150.00 $190.00 A 
 

Review of Determinations Cl. 257EPA Reg 
2000 - in the case of a request with respect 
to any other development application 

Please refer to 
Clause 257 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

Please refer to 
Clause 257 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

A 
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SERVICE 2010/11 2011/12 PRICING 
POLICY 

Modification of a consent (local or state) Cl. 
258 EPA Reg 2000 for: 
S. 96(1) 
S. 96(1A) 
 
 
 
 
 
S96(2) 
If the fee for the original application was 
less than $100, 
 
 
if the fee for the original application was 
$100 or more: in the case of an application 
with respect to a development application 
that does not involve the erection of a 
building, the carrying out of a work or the 
demolition of a work or building 
 
in the case of a request with respect to a 
development application that involves the 
erection of a dwelling-house with an 
estimated cost of construction of $100,000 
or less 
 
in the case of a request with respect to any 
other development applications 

$55.00 
$500 or 50% the 

fee for the original 
development , 

which ever is the 
lesser 

 
 
 
 

50 per cent of that 
fee 

 
 

$150.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please refer to 
Clause 258 of EP&A 

Regulations 2000 

$71.00 
$645 or 50% the 

fee for the original 
development , 

which ever is the 
lesser 

 
 
 
 

50 per cent of that 
fee 

 
 

$190.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please refer to 
Clause 258 of EP&A 

Regulations 2005 

A 

SUBDIVISION OF LAND 
Involving the opening of a public road  $500 plus $50 for 

each additional lot 
created by the 

subdivision 

$665 plus $65 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

Not involving the opening of a public road $250 plus $40 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

$330 plus $53 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

Strata subdivision $250 plus $50 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

$330 plus $65 for 
each additional lot 

created by the 
subdivision 

A 

DEVELOPMENT REQUIRING ADVERTISING 
Designated Development  $1665.00 per ad $2220.00 per ad A 
Advertised Development  $830.00 per ad $1105.00 per ad A 
Prohibited Development $830.00 per ad $1105.00 per ad A 
CERTIFICATES 
Planning Certificates 
Section 149(2) “Zoning” $40.00 $53.00 A 
Section 149(5) “Land restrictions” $60.00 $80.00 A 
Outstanding Orders and Notices 
Section 735A (Loc. Gov. Act) $40.00 $53.00 A 
Noxious Weed(Nox. Weed Act) $40.00 $53.00 A 
Section 121ZP (E P & A Act) $40.00 $53.00  
BUILDING CERTIFICATES (149 D) 
Class 1 building or Class 10 (dwelling & $210 $250 A 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the Council Chambers at 
9.00am 
 

This is page 23 of 72 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the 
Council Chambers 
 

SERVICE 2010/11 2011/12 PRICING 
POLICY 

shed) 
All other buildings: 

not exceeding 200 sqm  
exceeding 200 sqm but not 2000 sqm 
exceeding 2000 sqm 

 
$210 

$210, plus 42 cents 
per sqm over 200 

$966, plus 6.3 
cents per sqm over 

2000 

 
$250 

$250, plus 50 cents 
per sqm over 200 

$1165, plus 7.5 
cents per sqm over 

2000 

 
 
A 

ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING & ASSESSMENT ACT 
Section 150 Certificates (Certified copies of 
documents Plans or maps relating to an Env. 
Planning Instrument) 

$40.00 $45.00  A 

 
The revised fees and charges are unable to be varied by Council as they are set by State 
government Legislation. 
 
Financial Considerations 
There is a positive impact on Councils Budget by the introduction of the new fees and 
charges which assist with cost recovery on a user pays system. 
 
Resolution 
258/2011 Council resolved that the revised fees and charges set out in the report of 
the Manager Environmental Services dated 20th June 2011 be incorporated in Council’s 
Budget for 2011/2012. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
 
Resolution 
259/2011 Council resolved to adopt the Budget Estimates as presented with the above 
amendments in the 2011/2014 Management Plan. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Mitchell   Carried 
 
Resolution 
260/2011 Council resolved that the Draft Management Plan 2011/2014, as advertised, 
and as amended above be adopted as Council’s 2011/2014 Management Plan 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
 

 
File No: C11.2 
Report: 444/2011 Councillors Remuneration 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has handed down its determination for 
2011/12 and has determined that fees for Councillors and Mayors should be increased by 
4.2% with this increase effective from 1st July 2011.  
 
Bourke is a Category 4 Council in the scale of fees and the revised fees for a Category 4 
council are: 
 
 Min Max 
Councillor $7,550p.a. (7,250) $9,970p.a. (9,570) 
Mayor (additional to above) $8,020p.a. (7,700) $21,770p.a. (20,890) 
 (* Previous fees in brackets) 
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Council has adopted a policy of paying the minimum fees for Councillors, maximum fee for 
the Deputy Mayor and the maximum fee for the Mayor. This recognises the heavy work 
load placed on the Deputy Mayor and Mayor of the Bourke Shire. 
 
 
DETERMINATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 242 OF FEES FOR COUNCILLORS AND 
MAYORS 
 
Pursuant to s.242 of the Local Government Act 1993, the annual fees to be paid in each 
of the categories to Councillors, Mayors, members and chairpersons of County Councils 
effective on and from 1 July 2011 are determined as follows: 

 Councillor/Member 
Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 
Additional Fee 

 Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Category 4 7,550 9,970 8,020 21,770 

Category 3 7,550 16,640 16,080 36,320 

Category 2 7,550 16,640 16,080 36,320 

Category 1 11,340 21,170 24,100 56,250 

Category IA 15,110 24,960 32,140 72,710 

S4 1,500 8,320 3,220 13,660 

S3 1,500 4,980 3,220 9,080 

S2 15,110 24,960 32,140 72,710 

SI 22,680 33,270 138,780 182,610  

Note that the Mayoral fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the 
Mayor/Chairperson as a Councillor/Member (s.249(2)). 
 
Resolution 
261/2011 Council resolved to continue with its Policy of adopting the minimum 
Councillor fees for Councillors and the Mayor, the maximum Councillor fee for the 
Deputy Mayor and the maximum Mayoral fee for the Mayor, all within the Category 4 
Group as specified by the Local Government Act.  
Moved Cr Mitchell    Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
 

 
File No: D1.1 
Report: 445/2011 Outstanding Debtor Accounts 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
The following report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (b) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer.  
 
The Outstanding Debtor Report is currently being prepared and will be forwarded out to 
Councillors prior to the meeting. 
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Resolution 
262/2011 Council resolved to deal with Report Number 445/2011 in Closed Session of 
Council. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 

 
File No: A11.1.4 
Report: 446/2011 Lease to Back O’ Bourke Fruits Pty Ltd 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Introduction 
This report provides information in relation to a lease to Back O’ Bourke Fruits (Receiver 
and Manager Appointed) for Council land near the airport. 
 
Report 
Back O’ Bourke Fruits (Receiver and Manager Appointed) have leased a portion of Council 
land near the Bourke Airport for a number of years. The current lease has expired and 
documents have now been prepared to be executed under Seal of Council. 
 
Financial Consideration 
There are no financial impacts on Council budget. 
 
Resolution 
263/2011 Council resolved that the Lease of land to Back O’ Bourke Fruits (Receiver 
and Manager Appointed) be executed under Seal of Council. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 

 
File No: L8.19 
Report: 447/2011 Publication Guide – Government Information (Public Access) 

Act 2009  
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Background 
Following the introduction of the Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 
Government Agencies must adopt a publication guide, which is to be reviewed on an 
annual basis and formally adopted by Council. 
 
As stated by the Act, Government Agencies must have publication guide that: 

a) Describes the structure and functions of the agency, and 
b) Describes the ways in which the functions (including, in particular, the decision-

making functions) of the agency affect members of the public, and 
c) Specifies any arrangements that exist to enable members of the public to 

participate in the formulation of the agency’s policy and the exercise of the 
exercise of the agency’s functions, and 

d) Identifies the various kinds of government information held by the agency, and 
e) Identifies the kinds of government information held by the agency that the agency 

makes (or will make) publicly available, and 
f) Specifies the manner in which the agency makes (or will make) government 

information public available, and 
g) Identifies the kinds of information that are (or will be) made publicly available free 

of charge and those kinds for which a charge is (or will be) imposed. 
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A draft of the Council’s Publication Guide was sent to the Office of the Information 
Commissioner for approval / comments. Suggested revisions to ensure compliance with the 
Act have been carried out and the final version will be forwarded out to Councillors prior 
to the meeting for Council’s information. 
 
Resolution 
264/2011 Council resolved to adopt the Publication Guide regarding Government 
Information (Public Access) Act 2009 as presented. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
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DELEGATES REPORT 

 
File No: L8.5 
Report: 606/2011 Orana Regional Organisation of Councils’ Meeting 20th May 

2011 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 

• Bourke Shire Council is a member of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils 
(OROC). 

• A report of recent achievements and activities will be made available by the OROC 
Executive Officer shortly.  Notable outcomes include: 

o Group purchase of electricity for street lighting and certain other functions, 
including Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool and Water Treatment Plant at 
significant savings, such that our accounts in 2015 will be less than those for 
2010/11. 

o Amendment to health service delivery with Dubbo Base Hospital now being 
recognised for budget purposes as a stand-alone location separated from 
Orange.  $57 million has been allocated for stage one rebuild of this 
hospital, with a total estimate of $200 million to be committed. 

• The Draft Minutes of the OROC meeting are provided.  Key points in the Minutes 
include: 

o That OROC Executive Officer together with LGSA (Local Government 
Learning Solutions) will co-ordinate and run a Councillor weekend training 
workshop series for the region’s elected Councillors. 

o That OROC Executive Officer informs LGSA Learning Solutions to identify 
and offer relevant training courses the elected members.  

o That the OROC Executive Officer further develop the weather radar project 
for a future round of RDAF program. 

o That OROC acknowledge the need for a strong relationship with RDA Orana 
on regional issues and projects. 

o The Chair of RDA Orana and CEO of RDA Orana be invited to attend OROC 
Board Meetings and further that the Chair of OROC be requested to develop 
a regular meeting schedule with the Chair of RDA Orana. 

o That each member council provide correspondence to the Executive Officer 
in support of a covering letter from OROC to the: NSW Premier; Minister for 
Health; Member for Dubbo; Minister for Western NSW; Federal Minister for 
Health and Member for Parkes acknowledging the completion of the Dubbo 
Base Hospital Master plan and the need for a clear funding strategy to 
ensure the fruition of the Hospital’s redevelopment within a five year time 
frame. 

o That OROC proceed to engage with RDA Orana as the conduit to the NBN Co 
with a view to advice being provided to OROC as to what processes member 
Council’s need to undertake to progress the early roll out in the OROC 
region of the NBN. 
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Resolution  
265/2011 Council resolved to note the draft minutes of the OROC Management Board 
of 20th May 2011, and in particular:  
• To note that relevant weekend training workshops will be planned for the 

region’s elected Councillors, and  
• To resolve that Bourke Shire Council provide correspondence to the OROC 

Executive Officer in support of a covering letter from OROC to the: NSW 
Premier; Minister for Health; Member for Dubbo; Minister for Western NSW; 
Federal Minister for Health and Member for Parkes acknowledging the 
completion of the Dubbo Base Hospital Master plan and the need for a clear 
funding strategy to ensure the fruition of the Hospital’s redevelopment within a 
five year time frame. 

• Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 

Minutes of OROC Board Meeting 
held at Cobar Shire Council Chambers 
on Friday 20th May 2011, at 9.15 am 

 
Guests presenting to OROC 
NBN Co, Stakeholder Relations Duncan Bremner and General Manager of Dubbo Health 
Service, Andrew Newton presented to the OROC Board. 
 
1. Duncan Bremner – Stakeholder Relations, NBN Co 
 
Duncan Bremner, Stakeholder Relations NBN Co presented the following information to 
OROC. 
 

NBN Co Background 
• On 7 April 2009 the Australian Government announced the establishment of NBN Co 

Limited (NBN Co) to design, build and operate the wholesale-only National 
Broadband Network (NBN).  

• NBN Co’s role is to realise the Australian Government’s vision for the development of 
a next generation NBN. 

• The NBN will provide the infrastructure that will allow wholesale and retail service 
providers to deliver advanced digital services to the nation. 

• This multi-billion dollar investment will be the single largest nation building 
infrastructure project in Australian history. 

 
NBN Co National Update: Key Activities 

• ACCC Decision and Telstra Negotiations 
Following a policy decision from the ACCC in December 2010, NBN Co is currently 
reviewing network design as now means it will need to build new, and upgrade some old, 
parts of the network  
e.g. transit network elements, Points of Interconnect (POIs) and Fibre Access Nodes 
(FANs).  
 
NBN Co and Telstra negotiations to use Telstra infrastructure are close to being finalised. 
The deal with Telstra will lead to less community disruption and reduce rollout cost.  It is 
therefore better for residents and better for taxpayers to await this agreement. 
 
• RFP  
 RFP suspended – NBN Co examining alternative deployment models  
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• Wireless 
 Wireless network construction beginning late 2010 
 3 year construction roll-out  
 12Mbps down/1Mbps up 
• Satellite 
 Initial service roll-out scheduled for 3rd quarter 2011 
 NBN Co is designing and building its own Satellites  
 
• Engagement and Co-investment                

NBN is currently examining co-investment project and access to existing 
infrastructure and will engage closely with State and Local Government across 
Australia. 
NBN Co has a vast list of community engagement guiding principles; this includes 
the RDA network and Local Government. 

 
Pilot site - Armidale  
On the 18th May 2011 the city of Armidale in rural New South Wales celebrated becoming 
the first centre in mainland Australia to receive the National Broadband Network.  
 
The NBN will in the coming months enable an increasing number of residents, businesses, 
and medical and educational facilities in the Armidale First Release Site to receive 
broadband at speeds of up to 100 Megabits per second. Armidale was selected as a First 
Release Site as it provided an ideal location for evaluating a build in a rural inland town 
and represents some of the diversity of the situations NBN Co will encounter across 
Australia in the volume rollout. 
 
2. Andrew Newton – General Manager Dubbo Base Hospital 
 
Andrew Newton, General Manager, Dubbo Base Hospital (DBH) presented the following 
information to the OROC Board. 
 
A welcomed recent announcement of $57 million (State and Federal Governments) for 
Stage 1 and Stage 2 redevelopment at Dubbo Base Hospital. 
 
Stage 1 and 2 of the development can be rolled out together including: new theatres, 
recovery rooms, intensive care, obstetrics and patient and staff accommodation. 
 
There will be improved clinical outcomes and improved patient care for Dubbo and the 
entire region. 
 

• Currently DBH has an occupancy rate of 105% with 152 beds 
• Redevelopment of DBH will see 200 + beds and a (considered and normal) 

occupancy rate of 85%. 
• Entire budget for redevelopment will be $200 million. 
• The timely manner for construction and redevelopment is very integral to 

attracting and retaining senior doctors and clinicians to DBH. 
• DBH has a catchment of 116,000 people – north and west of Dubbo. Post 

redevelopment, DBH will have a consistent level of care and service as Orange 
Hospital. The only health services not available to Dubbo which will be offered in 
Orange are Interventional Cardiology and Radiotherapy. 

Staff Specialists 
• DBH is presently recruiting more senior Doctors. 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the Council Chambers at 
9.00am 
 

This is page 30 of 72 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the 
Council Chambers 
 

• Currently there are 86 Doctors in Dubbo including 30 Registered Medical Officers 
(RMOs) and Registrars. 

• A locum can cost up to $2,000 per day plus travel and accommodation. DBH is 
actively recruiting permanent staff, offering savings of up to $300,000 /year per 
Doctor. 
 

∗ Paediatric services have 5.5 FTE Doctors and offer outreach services. 
∗ General Surgery – 4 VMOs and 1 staff specialist all in Dubbo and offer outreach to 

Mudgee and Bourke for surgery. 
∗ ENT – 1 VMO resident in Dubbo, outreach services to Mudgee and specialist service 

to Bourke. 
∗ Cardiology – 2 Staff Specialists, about to commence pacemaker clinics in Dubbo 

with interventional work offered at Nepean and Orange. 
∗ Obstetrics – 2 VMOs and 2 Staff Specialists and provide outreach consultation 

services. 
∗ Orthopaedics – 7 VMOs on rotating roster from Sydney. 
∗ Renal – 3 Staff Specialists, all residents of Dubbo. 
∗ General Medical – 1 Staff Specialist (Gastroenterologist) mainly using locums for 

these services, currently recruiting 4 permanent staff to DBH. 
∗ Anaesthetics – 1 Staff Specialist, 4 VMOs as well as using locums for this service. 
∗ Emergency – Director of Critical Care is based in Dubbo. 
∗ Intensive Care Unit – 3 VMOs, and 3 ventilated beds. 
∗ Hematologist – 1 Staff Specialist. 
∗ Renal services offered to Brewarrina, Bourke, Mudgee, Warren and Walgett. 
∗ Health educators are working in the region’s communities. 

 

2. Meeting Open and apologies 
 
The meeting was opened at 10.45am by OROC Chair Clr Doug Batten.  
 
Present: Clr Doug Batten, Gilgandra; Clr Allan Smith, Dubbo City; Clr Rex Wilson, Warren 
Shire; Mark Riley, Dubbo City; Neil Alchin, Gilgandra Shire; Clr Lilliane Brady, Cobar Shire; 
Clr Michael Webb, Coonamble Shire; Rick Warren, Coonamble Shire; Steve Loane, 
Warrumbungle Shire; Clr Peter Shinton, Warrumbungle Shire; Glenda Tasker, Brewarrina 
Shire; Clr Matthew Slack-Smith, Brewarrina Shire; Geoff Wise, Bourke Shire; Ashley 
Wielinga, Warren Shire; Clr Ian Woodcock, Walgett Shire; Don Ramsland, Walgett Shire; 
Clr Bill McAnally, Narromine Shire and Belinda Barlow, Executive Officer. 
 
Apologies: Clr Ray Donald, Bogan Shire; Clr Tim Horan, Coonamble Shire; Gary Woodman, 
Cobar Shire; Clrs Andrew Lewis and Bob Stutsel, Bourke Shire , Michael Ryan, Bogan Shire 
and Greg Lamont, Narromine Shire. 
 
Motion: That the apologies be accepted by the OROC Board. 
Moved: Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Geoff Wise CARRIED 
 
3. Confirmation of Minutes  
 
OROC Meeting held 4th March 2011 
Motion:  That the Minutes of the OROC meeting held in Dubbo on Friday 4th 

March 2011 be accepted as a true and accurate record of that 
meeting. 
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Moved:  Clr Michael Webb Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton CARRIED 
GMAC Meeting held 6th May 2011 
 
Motion:  That the Minutes of the GMAC meeting on 6th May 2011 in Dubbo, 

be accepted as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved:  Mark Riley   Seconded: Steve Loane   CARRIED 
 
Recommendations from GMAC Meeting held 6th May 2011 
 
Motion:  That the 10 recommendations contained within the GMAC Minutes 

from 6th May 2011 be adopted.  
Moved:  Mark Riley   Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady  CARRIED 
  
4. OROC Correspondence 

 
Motion: That the ABS/Census correspondence be accepted by the OROC 

Board, with no further action. 
 
Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady   Seconded: Clr Allan Smith  CARRIED 

 
Motion: That the OROC correspondence be accepted by the OROC Board 
 
Moved: Clr Allan Smith   Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady CARRIED 
 

5.   Financial Report 
 

The financial report was tabled by the Executive Officer. 
 
Motion: That the OROC financial report for the period ending 20th May 

2011, be accepted by the OROC Board 
 
Moved: Mark Riley Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady CARRIED 
 
  6.  Executive Officer’s Report 
 
The Executive Officers report was tabled. 
Training workshop for elected members 
 
Motion: That OROC Executive Officer together with LGSA (Local Government 

Learning Solutions) co-ordinate and run a Councillor weekend training 
workshop series for the region’s elected members. 

 
Motion: That OROC Executive Officer informs LGSA Learning Solutions to identify 

and offer relevant training courses for the elected members.  
 
Moved: Clr Matthew Slack-Smith Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton CARRIED 
 
Cross regional project – Weather Radar 
 
Motion: That RDA Orana is encouraged to be working collaboratively on regional 

issues and projects. 
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Motion: That the OROC Executive Officer further develop the weather radar 

project for a future round of RDAF program. 
 
Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Don Ramsland CARRIED 
 
Motion: That the Executive Officer’s Report is accepted by the Board. 
 
Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Mark Riley CARRIED 
 

   9. General Business 
 

 General Business was discussed by the OROC Board. 
 
9.1 MDBA Water, PSI Delta – Final Report 
The final report on the socio-economic study of the Lower Macquarie Valley 
undertaken by PSI Delta for Narromine and Warren Shire Councils will be 
released in early June. Information contained within these findings is relevant 
to all OROC members. 
 
Action: That PSI-Delta is invited to the next OROC Board meeting to 

present the final report and findings. 
 
9.2 NSW ROC Network 
 
OROC Chair Clr Doug Batten and Joint Deputy Chair Clr Rex Wilson attended a 
NSW ROCs meeting on 6th May in Sydney. It was reported by the OROC Chair 
that the Division of Local Government and other State Government Agencies 
desire to engage with regions or ROCs rather than directly with 152 individual 
councils. State Government recognise that ROCs have achieved great success by 
working collaboratively on regional issues and regional projects. 
 
9.3 RDA Orana relationship with OROC 
 
RDA Orana is invited to attend OROC Board Meetings to further strengthen 

regional collaboration. 
 
Motion: That OROC acknowledge the need for a strong solid relationship 

with RDA Orana in this regard. The Chair of RDA Orana and CEO 
of RDA Orana be invited to attend OROC Board Meetings and 
further that the Chair of OROC be requested to develop a regular 
meeting schedule with the Chair of RDA Orana. 

Moved:  Clr Allan Smith Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady CARRIED 
  

Motion: That the OROC Chair together with RDA Orana work together to improve 
the relationship between Mid Western Council and OROC. 

 Moved:  Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton CARRIED 
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9.4 Health  
 
Motion: That the presentation by Mr Andrew Newton, General Manager, Dubbo 

Health Service be noted and that Mr Newton be thanked accordingly. 
 
 That each member council provide correspondence to the Executive Officer 

in support of a covering letter from OROC to the: NSW Premier; Minister 
for Health; Member for Dubbo; Minister for Western NSW; Federal Minister 
for Health and Member for Parkes acknowledging the completion of the 
DBH Master plan and the need for a clear funding strategy to ensure the 
fruition of the Hospital’s redevelopment within a five year time frame. 

  
Moved:  Mark Riley Seconded: Geoff Wise CARRIED 
 
OROC Chair, Clr Doug Batten informed the Board that there had been some revived 
interest in reviewing the boundary of the newly formed Western Local Health Network. Clr 
Batten has discussed the issue at length with the Acting Chief Executive of the Western 
Local Health Network and is supportive that the current structure and boundary of the 
Western LHN is given some time to be established and succeed. 
 
OROC was given the opportunity to comment on the Ministerial Directions when it was 
signed off by the previous Health Minister, Carmel Tebbut. This is the existing (health) 
agreement with the recently formed O’Farrell State government. It was discussed by the 
Board, that significant achievements have been realised using this model and boundary 
thus far, these include:  
 

• name of the network/district; 
• a newly developed master plan for Dubbo Base Hospital and attraction of 

funding to DBH; 
• commitment and attraction/retention strategy of a range of health specialists 

and clinicians to Dubbo Base Hospital and the region; 
• many points raised by OROC’s submission to the discussion paper ‘Health Reform 

in NSW’ are still current.  
 
Motion: OROC requests that the previous health subcommittee should review 

OROC’s submission to the NSW Government’s Health Reform in NSW and 
offer findings to the next OROC Board Meeting.  

Moved:  Geoff Wise Seconded: Clr Ian Woodcock   CARRIED 
 
9.5 NBN Co  
 
Motion:  That the presentation by Mr Duncan Bremner of the NBN Co be 

noted and Mr Bremner be thanked accordingly 
 
  That OROC proceed to engage with RDA Orana as the conduit to 

the NBN Co with a view to advice being provided to OROC as to 
what processes member Councils need to undertake to progress 
the early roll out in the OROC region of the NBN. 

Moved:  Clr Allan Smith Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady   CARRIED 
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10.  Close/Next Meeting   
 
The next OROC Board meeting will be held on Friday 22nd July 2011 (now proposed to 
be 29th July) and is to be hosted by Brewarrina Shire Council. Accommodation and a 
dinner function will be organised for OROC members that travel to Brewarrina on Thursday 
21st (now 28th) July 2011. 
 The next GMAC Meeting is scheduled for Friday 8th July 2011 in Dubbo. 
 
The meeting closed at 1.00 pm. 
 
Actions 

 
1. Action: That PSI-Delta is invited to the next OROC Board meeting to 

present the final report and findings of the recent study 
undertaken by Narromine and Warren Shire Council. 

 
2. Action: That the OROC Executive Officer organise accommodation and a dinner 

function for OROC members that travel to Brewarrina on Thursday 21st 
(28th) July 2011. 

 
Summary of Motions 
 
1. Motion: That the apologies be accepted by the OROC Board. 
 
Moved: Clr Bill McAnally Seconded: Geoff Wise    CARRIED 
 
2. Motion:  That the Minutes of the OROC meeting held in Dubbo on Friday 

4th March 2011 be accepted as a true and accurate record of that 
meeting. 

 
Moved:  Clr Michael Webb Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton 
 CARRIED 
 
3. Motion:  That the Minutes of the GMAC meeting on 6th May 2011 in 

Dubbo, be accepted as a true and accurate record of that 
meeting. 

 
Moved:  Mark Riley   Seconded: Steve Loane   CARRIED 
 
4. Motion:  That the 10 recommendations contained within the GMAC 

Minutes from 6th May 2011 be adopted.  
 
Moved:  Mark Riley   Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady   CARRIED 
 
5. Motion:That the ABS/Census correspondence be accepted by the OROC 

Board, with no further action. 
 
Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady   Seconded: Clr Allan Smith  CARRIED 
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6. Motion:That the OROC correspondence be accepted by the OROC Board 
 
Moved: Clr Allan Smith   Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady  CARRIED 
 
7.  Motion:That the OROC financial report for the period ending 20th May 

2011, be accepted by the OROC Board 
 
Moved: Mark Riley Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady CARRIED 
 
8. (i)   Motion: That OROC Executive Officer together with LGSA (Local Government 

Learning Solutions) co-ordinate and run a Councillor weekend training 
workshop series for the region’s elected members. 

8. (ii)  Motion: That OROC Executive Officer informs LGSA Learning Solutions to identify 
and offer relevant training courses the elected members.  

 
Moved: Clr Matthew Slack-Smith Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton CARRIED 
 
9. (i)  Motion: That RDA Orana is encouraged to be working collaboratively on regional 

issues and projects. 
 
9. (ii)  Motion: That the OROC Executive Officer further develop the weather radar 

project for a future round of RDAF program. 
 
Moved: Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Don Ramsland CARRIED 
 
10. Motion: That OROC acknowledge the need for a strong solid relationship 

with RDA Orana in this regard. The Chair of RDA Orana and CEO 
of RDA Orana be invited to attend OROC Board Meetings and 
further that the Chair of OROC be requested to develop a regular 
meeting schedule with the Chair of RDA Orana. 

 
Moved:  Clr Allan Smith Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady CARRIED 

  
11.    Motion: That the OROC Chair together with RDA Orana work together to improve 

the relationship between Mid Western Council and OROC. 
  
Moved:  Clr Lilliane Brady Seconded: Clr Peter Shinton CARRIED 
 
12. (i) Motion: That the presentation by Mr Andrew Newton, General Manager, Dubbo                

Health Service be noted and that Mr Newton be thanked accordingly. 
 
12. (ii) Motion:  That each member council provide correspondence to the Executive 

Officer in support of a covering letter from OROC to the: NSW Premier; 
Minister for Health; Member for Dubbo; Minister for Western NSW; 
Federal Minister for Health and Member for Parkes acknowledging the 
completion of the DBH Master plan and the need for a clear funding 
strategy to ensure the fruition of the Hospital’s redevelopment within a 
five year time frame. 
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Moved:  Mark Riley Seconded: Geoff Wise CARRIED 
 
13 (i) Motion:  That the presentation by Mr Duncan Bremner of the NBN Co be 

noted and Mr Bremner be thanked accordingly. 
 
13. (ii) Motion: That OROC proceed to engage with RDA Orana as the 

conduit to the NBN    Co with a view to advice being provided 
to OROC as to what processes member Councils need to 
undertake to progress the early roll out in the OROC region of 
the NBN. 

Moved:  Clr Allan Smith Seconded: Clr Lilliane Brady   CARRIED 
 
Resolution  
266/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Minutes of the Orana 
Regional Organisation of Councils’ Meeting held on 20th May 2011 as presented to 
Council on 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
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File No: W2.2.12 
Report: 607/2011 Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance Meeting 20th May 

2011 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 

• Bourke Shire Council is a member of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance 
(LMWUA). 

 
• The Draft Minutes of the LMWUA meeting are provided.  The following are key 

matters within the Minutes: 
o That it was agreed appropriate for the Deed of Agreement for the formation 

of the Alliance to be finalised and executed by all member Councils, as a 
demonstration that the Alliance has appropriate governance provisions in 
place.   

o The meeting adopted for implementation a revised Action Plan for 2011 to 
2014, which includes:  
 Integrated Water Cycle Management (IWCM) Detailed Strategies; with 

timelines for implementation dependant on the outcomes of a planned 

workshop with General Managers in August 2011. 

 Implementation of the Regional Water Quality Management Plan with 

timelines dependant on the outcomes of a planned workshop with 

General Managers in August 2011.  

 A proposal to develop a Regional Resource Sharing, Mentoring and 

Training Program with CENTROC using the unspent portion of Grant 

Funds ($60,440) from the Department of Environment, Water, Heritage 

and the Arts.  

o That the Alliance was successful in obtaining a grant of over $451,000 to 

subsidise all the work that had to be undertaken by each Council. 

o That the revised Budget for 2011/14 was adopted, noting that there is now a 
need for member Councils to increase their budgetary input to enable the 
Alliance to proceed with important projects, including implementation of the 
Water Quality Management Plan and the IWCM Detailed Strategies and to plan 
for further development of regional projects including resource sharing, 
training, procurement, operational standards and strategic plans. 
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The following budget was adopted: 

Council 
Assessments 

No.  
2010/11 

$ 
2011/12 

$ 
2012/13 

$ 
2013/14 

$ 
Dubbo (59.5%) 16,120 99,365 121,380 223,125 113,645 
Wellington (10.7%) 2,910 17,869 21,828 40,125 20,437 
Narromine (8.2 %) 2,220 13,694 16,728 30,750 15,662 
Cobar (8.1%) 2,190 13,527 16,524 30,375 15,471 
Bourke (4.4%) 1,200 7,348 8,976 16,500 8,404 
Bogan (3.8%) 1,030 6,346 7,752 14,250 7,258 
Warren (3.5%) 960 5,845 7,140 13,125 6,685 
Brewarrina (1.8%) 480 3,006 3,672 6,750 3,438 

Total 
27,110 $167,000 $204,000 $375,000 $191,000 

 
Note: All costs shared in accordance with the number of assessments in each Council area 
(based on 2008/09 NSW Performance Monitoring Report figures – these will be adjusted 
when the Office of Water releases the 2009/10 Reports).  

 
o That the expenditure in 2010/11 was tracking well within Budget. 

 
 All expenditure on the Best Practice Management Projects (Regional 

Water Quality Management Plan and Regional Storm Water Harvesting 

Strategy) had been fully reimbursed by DEWHA under the 

Strengthening Basin Communities Grant 

 Budgeted funds for these Best Practice Projects were, therefore, not 

required 

 The overall unspent budget allowance amounted to $150,545.  

o A progress report in relation to the status of best practice compliance across 
the Alliance Councils showed that the Alliance was now at 86% compliant 
(92.5% Water Supply & 79% Sewerage), compared with 63% compliance at the 
time the Alliance was established. 

o The only outstanding Strategic Business Plans are those for Brewarrina 
(completed; just requires Council sign off); Bourke (also completed; requiring 
Council sign off) and Cobar (still to be finalised, but now proceeding towards 
completion). 

o There remains concern that “outside bodies” are recommending that 
responsibilities for management of water and waste water be removed from 
Local Government and given to State Owned Water Corporations. 

 These recommendations have recently appeared in a draft report 
from the Productivity Commission titled “Australia’s Urban Water 
Sector” and in a National Water Commission Report titled “Urban 
Water in Australia Future Directions”. 

 LMWUA opposes these views, and has submitted objections 
accordingly. 

 It was resolved that the Chairman together with Ashley Wielinga, 
Stewart McLeod and Daryl McGregor meet with the relevant State & 
Commonwealth Ministers as soon as possible to make them aware of 
the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance and the achievements 
since establishment of the Alliance.                                                                        
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o That in relation to microbial water quality and chlorination, a report to 
Infrastructure Australia by consultant AECOM seriously questioned the ability of 
NSW Regional Councils to manage water supplies in accordance with the 
Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.  
 The Report cited a number of non-compliances with Health Department 

criteria and listed a number of boil water alerts issued in regional supply 
areas. 

 A Draft Recommendation in the Productivity Commission’s Report suggests 
that sanctions should apply if water utilities do not comply with the 
mandatory elements of the Drinking Water Guidelines and that Directors or 
other accountable persons such as Councillors should be personally liable 
for the risks associated with non-compliance 

o It was resolved that each Council carry out an urgent review of their 
disinfection equipment and processes. 

 
• Bourke Shire Council’s Strategic Business Plans for Water and Waste Water are each 

documents of approximately 120 pages.  These draft documents have each been 
tabled at Council by Manager, Water and Waste Water, and are available for 
Councillors to read on request.  It is necessary for a procedural resolution from 
Council to adopt each of these documents. 

 
• The benefits of Council’s involvement in the LMWUA are demonstrated by the 

following: 

o The total four year budgeted expenses for the Alliance is approximately 
$1,387,000, of which Bourke Shire Council is expected to contribute $41,228.  
Without Council’s involvement in the Alliance it is estimated our costs to 
achieve the same compulsory work demands may have been in the order of 
$150,000.   

o Resulting in more professionally scrutineered planning and reporting 
documents suitable for acceptance by the Government 

o Technical staff gaining the professional support from more experienced 
employees in other Councils, and 

o Being a member of a reputable larger advocacy and lobby group on politically 
sensitive policy matters.  
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Resolution  
267/2011 Council resolved to note the draft minutes of the LMWUA Management Board 
of 20th May 2011 and in particular to resolve that: 
• Bourke Shire Council agrees to execute the revised Deed of Agreement for the 

LMWUA 
• Bourke Shire Council agrees to adopt Bourke Shire Council’s Strategic Business 

Plans for Water and Waste Water 
• Bourke Shire Council agrees to the following Budget commitments for Bourke 

Council’s membership of the LMWUA: 
o 2011/12 $  8,976 
o 2012/13 $16,500 
o 2013/14 $  8,404 

• Bourke Shire Council continues to oppose the creation of State Owned Water 
Corporations to replace Local Government Owned Water Utilities in NSW,  

• Bourke Shire Council carry out an urgent review of our disinfection equipment 
and processes, and  

• to note with concern the draft recommendation in the Productivity 
Commission’s Report which suggests that sanctions should apply if water 
utilities do not comply with the mandatory elements of the Drinking Water 
Guidelines and that accountable persons such as Councillors should be 
personally liable for the risks associated with non-compliance, and note that 
the Alliance is making representation opposing this recommendation. 

Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
 

LOWER MACQUARIE WATER UTILITIES ALLIANCE 
 
BOARD MEETING No. 6 
 
HELD AT COBAR SHIRE COUNCIL At 12.30 pm on Friday 20 May, 2011 
 
MINUTES OF MEETING    
 

1. WELCOME 
 
Chairman, Cr. Rex Wilson opened the Meeting at 12.30 pm and welcomed members.  

 
2. ATTENDEES 

 
• Cr. Rex Wilson, Mayor, Warren Shire Council 
• Cr. Matthew Slack-Smith, Mayor, Brewarrina Shire Council  
• Cr Anne Jones, Mayor, Wellington Shire Council 
• Cr Allan Smith, Mayor, Dubbo City Council 
• Cr Bill McAnally, Mayor, Narromine Shire Council  
• Cr. Lilliane Brady, Mayor, Cobar Shire Council  
• Ashley Wielinga, General Manager, Warren Shire Council 
• Stephen Taylor, Cobar Shire Council 
• Allan Dive, General Manager, Wellington Shire Council 
• Glenda Tasker, General Manager, Brewarrina Shire Council 
• Geoff Wise, General Manager, Bourke Shire Council  
• Mark Riley, General Manager Dubbo City Council 
• Daryl McGregor – Project Officer 
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3. APOLOGIES 

 
Cr. Ray Donald, Mayor, Bogan Shire Council 
Cr. Andrew Lewis, Mayor, Bourke Shire Council 
Gary Woodman, Cobar Shire Council 
Stewart McLeod, Dubbo City Council 
Greg Lamont, General Manager, Narromine Shire Council 

 
Moved: Ashley Wielinga; Seconded: Glenda Tasker 
That the apologies be accepted                                                               Carried 
 
 
4. MINUTES OF MEETING No. 5 
 
Moved: Allan Dive; Seconded: Ashley Wielinga. 
 
That the Minutes of the Meeting held at Dubbo City Council on 4 November, 2010 be 
accepted                                                                                                 Carried 
 
 
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 
 
Allan Dive raised the matter of the revised Deed of Agreement which has not yet been 
actioned. He suggested that it would be appropriate now for the Deed to be finalised 
and executed, as a demonstration that the Alliance has appropriate governance 
provisions in place. 
 
Moved: Allan Dive; Seconded: Cr Smith 
 
That the revised Deed of Agreement be forwarded to each of the member Councils for 
execution          Carried 

 
Action Arising: Allan Dive to forward the Deed of Agreement to each Council for 
execution. 
 
6. MINUTES OF TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 19 APRIL 2011  
 
Moved: Cr. Smith; Seconded: Geoff Wise 
 
That the Minutes of the Technical Committee Meeting held on 19 April 2011 be noted 
and accepted         Carried 

 
7. REVISED ACTION PLAN 2011/14  
 
Daryl McGregor reported that the Technical Committee had reviewed the revised 
Action Plan and adopted it, subject to review by the Board. 
Daryl advised that the Action Plan had been revised to include: 

 

• IWCM Detailed Strategies; with timelines for implementation dependant on the 
outcomes of a planned workshop with General Managers in August 2011. EOIs 
have been called and submissions received. 
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• Implementation of the Regional Water Quality Management Plan with timelines 
dependant on the outcomes of a planned workshop with General Managers in 
August 2011. EOIs have been called and submissions received. 

• Proposal to develop a Regional Resource Sharing, Mentoring and Training 
Program with Centroc. Our application to the Department of Environment, 
Water, Heritage and the Arts for a variation to our Agreement to allow us to use 
the unspent portion of Grant Funds ($60,440) on this Project. Application has 
been approved. 

• Deletion of Item referring to consideration of Dividend payments. 
  
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded; Allan Dive 
 
That the 2011/14 Action Plan, as tabled, be adopted and implemented. Carried 

 
8. REVISED BUDGET; 2011/14  

 
Daryl McGregor presented the revised Budget for 2011/14, noting that there is now a 
need for member Councils to increase their budgetary input to enable the Alliance to 
proceed with important projects, including implementation of the Water Quality 
Management Plan and the IWCM Detailed Strategies and to plan for further 
development of regional projects including resource sharing, training, procurement, 
operational standards and strategic plans. 
  
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded; Cr Brady 
 
That the 2011/14 Budget, as tabled, be adopted.    Carried 

 
9. EXPENDITURE REVIEW (to 30 April 2011) 
 
Daryl McGregor reported that expenditure in 2010/11 was tracking well within Budget. 
He noted that: 
 

o All expenditure on the Best Practice Management Projects (Regional Water 

Quality Management Plan and Regional Storm Water Harvesting Strategy) had 

been fully reimbursed by DEWHA under the Strengthening Basin Communities 

Grant 

o Budgeted funds for these Best Practice Projects were, therefore, not 

required 

o The overall unspent budget allowance amounted to $150,545.  

Moved: Mark Riley; Seconded: Geoff Wise 
 
That the Expenditure Review Report be noted     Carried 

 
Glenda Tasker advised the Board that Brewarrina Shire Council was budgeting for the 
installation of water meters in the Town. 
Cr Smith suggested that this may be a good opportunity for a trial installation of 
electronic “smart meters”. 
 
Action Arising:  
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Glenda Tasker to consider obtaining quotes for the supply & installation of electronic 
“smart meters” at Brewarrina and to advise the Board in this matter and, particularly, 
about the success or otherwise of such a trial. 
 
 
10. UPDATE ON REGIONAL BEST PRACTICE PROJECTS 
 
Daryl McGregor presented a progress report in relation to the status of best practice 
compliance across the Alliance Councils.  
 
In terms of Strategic Business Plans, he reported that the alliance was very close to 
100% compliance, with Bogan having completed and adopted their Plan in April 2011. 
The only outstanding SBPs are those for Brewarrina (completed; just requires Council 
sign off); Bourke (also completed; requiring Council sign off) and Cobar (still to be 
finalised, but now proceeding towards completion). 
 
Bourke, Brewarrina and Cobar Councils all agreed to expedite their Strategic Business 
Plans as soon as possible. 
 
Daryl also reported that overall best practice compliance by the Alliance Councils was 
now at 86% (92.5% Water Supply & 79% Sewerage). This compares with 63% 
compliance at the time the Alliance was established. 
 
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded: Allan Dive 
 
That the report be received & noted      Carried 

 
11. INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA REPORT & ALLIANCE RESPONSE 

 
Moved: Ashley Wielinga; Seconded: Mark Riley 
 
That the Board endorse the joint response (LMWUA/CENTROC) submitted to the 
Infrastructure Australia Report “Review of Regional Water Quality & Security”.  

Carried 
 

12. DRAFT REPORT FROM PRODUCTIVITY COMMISSION                                                                     
 
Moved: Cr Jones; Seconded: Cr Brady 
 
i) That the Board endorse the joint response (LMWUA/Centroc) as submitted to 

the Productivity Commission’s Report “Australia’s Urban Water Sector”  
ii) That the Chairman together with Ashley Wielinga, Stewart McLeod and Daryl 

McGregor meet with the relevant State & Commonwealth Ministers as soon as 
possible to make them aware of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance 
and the achievements since establishment of the Alliance.                                                       

Carried  
 

Action Arising: Ashley Wielinga to write to the relevant Ministers (and canvas support 
from local members) seeking an appointment to make a presentation on the merits of 
local government owned water utilities  and the strengths of the Alliance Model of 
governance. 

                                              
13. NATIONAL WATER COMMISSION REPORT  
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Daryl McGregor reported on the recent Report published by the National Water 
Commission “Urban Water in Australia Future Directions” which, like the Infrastructure 
Australia Report, calls for the creation of State Owned Water Corporations to replace 
Local Government Owned Water Utilities in NSW (& Queensland). 
 
He advised that, as with the Infrastructure Australia and Productivity Commission 
Reports, a joint (LMWUA/CENTROC) was being prepared in response. 
 
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded: Geoff Wise  
 
That the report be received & noted      Carried 

 
14. MICROBIOLOGICAL WATER QUALITY & CHLORINATION  

 
Daryl McGregor referred to the report to Infrastructure Australia by consultant AECOM 
which seriously questioned the ability of NSW Regional Councils to manage water 
supplies in accordance with the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines. The Report cited 
a number of non-compliances with Health Department criteria and listed a number of 
boil water alerts issued in regional supply areas. 
 
Daryl also pointed out a Draft Recommendation in the Productivity Commission’s 
Report which suggests that sanctions should apply if water utilities do not comply with 
the mandatory elements of the Drinking water Guidelines and that Directors or other 
accountable persons such as Councillors should be personally liable for the risks 
associated with non-compliance 
 
Moved: Cr Brady; Seconded: Cr Jones  
 
That the report be received and noted & that each Council carry out an urgent review 
of their disinfection equipment and processes     Carried 

 
15. UPDATE ON TECHNICAL COMMITTES & SUBCOMMITTEES 

. 
Daryl McGregor presented a brief verbal report on activities of the Technical 
Committee and associated Sub-Committees. 
 
Moved: Cr Brady; Seconded: Cr Jones  
 
That the report be received and noted      Carried 

 
16. LGSA WATER MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE  

 
It was noted that the 2011 Water Management Conference was being held in Grafton 
from 14 – 16 September.  
 
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded: Cr Brady 
 
i) That the Report be received and noted.  
ii) That the Chair, Councillor Rex Wilson be the Alliance’s nominated representative at 
the Conference in Grafton.       Carried                           

 
17. GENERAL BUSINESS 
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Cr Smith raised the issue of Fluoridation and suggested that the Technical Committee 
should develop a position paper with respect to Fluoridation and report back to the 
Board. 
 
 
 
After some discussion, it was decided that other areas where position/policy 
statements could be considered include: 

• Alliance Pricing Policy 
• Chlorination/disinfection 
• Asset replacements, refurbishments and renewals 
• Other areas considered appropriate by the Technical Committee 

 
Moved: Cr Smith; Seconded: Cr Jones 

 
That the Technical Committee be asked to look at the development of appropriate 
Alliance Position Statements or Policies including for such areas as fluoridation, 
uniform pricing principles, asset management etc    Carried 

 
Next Meeting: 10.30 for 11 am on Thursday, 4 November 2011 at Dubbo City Council  

 
Meeting closed at 2.45 pm 
 
Note:  
It was also decided that the Meeting (after the November 2011 Meeting) should be 
brought forward to March in 2012; to enable consideration of items well in advance 
of the budget setting process. 
 
Action arising:  

• Daryl McGregor to note and action. 
 
 
Daryl McGregor 
22 May 2011 
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File No: L8.5 
Report: 608/2011 Western Division Councils of NSW Luncheon Seminar 30th 

May 2011 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
Acting Mayor Stutsel, Councillor Mitchell and General Manager attended a luncheon and 
Seminar of the Western Division Councils of NSW in Parliament House on 30th May 2011. 
Guest speakers included: 

• Minister for Local Government, Hon Don Page 
• Minister for Roads and Ports, Hon Duncan Gay 
• Minister for Western NSW, Healthy Lifestyles, and Mental Health, Kevin Humphries 
• Member for Murray Darling, John Williams 
• President LGSA, Bruce Miller 
• CEO, Australian Trucking Association, Stuart St. Clair 

 
The first two Ministers mentioned above, and President of LGSA also addressed the Annual 
Conference of the Shires Association of NSW.  Attempts are being made to obtain copies of 
these addresses. 
 
Resolution  
268/2011 Council resolved to note that Acting Mayor Stutsel, Councillor Mitchell and 
General Manager Wise attended a luncheon and Seminar of the Western Division 
Councils of NSW in Parliament House on 30th May 2011, and note the report. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
 

 
File No: L8.3 
Report: 609/2011 Annual Conference of the Shires Association of NSW, 30th 

May to 1st June 2011 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 

• Acting Mayor Stutsel, Councillor Mitchell and General Manager attended the Annual 
Conference of the Shires Association of NSW, 30th May to 1st June 2011. 

• The Conference had numerous Guest Speakers, including NSW Premier, and 
debated approximately 100 motions. 

• Attempts are being made to obtain copies of addresses from guest speakers. 
• A motion submitted by Bourke Council “That the Shires Association of NSW make 

representation to the Premier to instigate procedures such that Government 
Departments and Instrumentalities are subjected to the same revenue raising 
restrictions as Local Governments” was carried, presumably unanimously. 

• Councillors Stutsel and Mitchell spoke to a number of motions, and asked questions 
of a number of Guest Speakers. 

• The most contentious motion and debating related to a motion to the effect that to 
achieve “One Association”, through merging of the Local Government Association 
and the Shires Association, there should not be any Divisions for election of the 10 
Executive of the new “One Association”. 

o Virtually all smaller Shires across Western NSW argued in support of 
Divisions, on the basis of our Councils needing to retain a voice within the 
future Executive of “One Association”.  

o Despite the views of smaller Councils, the resolution was that Divisions will 
not be retained for Executive appointments. 
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• Another resolution of potential significance to our Council is to the effect that the 
Shires Association of NSW are to prepare a Discussion Paper comparing the merits 
of capital improved value verses unimproved value being used for Council rating 
purposes. 

 
Resolution  
269/2011 Council resolved to note that Acting Mayor Robert Stutsel, Councillor Wal 
Mitchell and General Manager, Geoff Wise attended the Annual Conference of the 
Shires Association of NSW, 30th May to 1st June 2011 and to note the report. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
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File No: A7.1 
Report: 610/2011 Barwon Darling Alliance, 31st May 2011 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
 

Barwon Darling Alliance 
 

Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly & the Shire Councils of 
Bourke, Brewarrina, Central Darling, Coonamble and Walgett 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE BARWON DARLING ALLIANCE (BDA) MEETING  
HELD ON THURSDAY, 31ST MAY 2011 AT 1.00PM 

Sofitel Wentworth Hotel Sydney 
 

 
Attendance from Councils: 
Coonamble Shire Council Mayor Tim Horan   
 Cr Michael Webb 
 Rick Warren – General Manager 
Brewarrina Shire Council Mayor Matthew Slack-Smith  (Chair) 
 Cr  Wulf Rhechler 
 Glenda Tasker – General Manager 
Bourke  Shire Council Acting Mayor Robert Stutsel  
 Cr Wal Mitchell 
 Geoff Wise – General Manager 
Central Darling Shire Council Mayor Paul Brown   
 Cr Peter Sullivan 
Walgett Shire Council Mayor Ian Woodcock  
 Don Ramsland – General Manager (by 

proxy) 
 
Meeting Chair:  Mayor Matthew Slack-Smith 
Executive Officer:  Geoff Wise 
 
Apologies:  
Sam Jefferies and Alistair Ferguson 
Motion:  Apologies from Sam Jefferies and Alistair Ferguson be accepted 
Moved: Cr Mitchell  Seconded:  Cr Webb  Carried  
 
BACKGROUND 

• The Barwon Darling Alliance (BDA) has been inactive for a number of years, 
with no ongoing financial contributions being made. 

• To a significant extent, the BDA has been replaced by other regional 
representations, including the formation of Orana Regional Organisation of 
Councils, Western Division Group of Shires, and different representation of 
Aboriginal Groupings, with executive support. 
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• On 20th May 2011, at a gathering of representatives from the majority of the 
Councils on BDA, it was agreed that a meeting of the BDA should be 
convened as conveniently and soon as possible to discuss the winding up of 
BDA. 

• A meeting of BDA was proposed to be held in Sydney coinciding with the 
Annual Shires Association Conference in May/June 2011. 

• Executive Officer Geoff Wise spoke about this proposal to Alistair Ferguson, 
Acting Chair, Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly, on 30th May 2011, and to Sam 
Jefferies, substantive Chair, Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly, and inaugural 
Chair, BDA, on 31st May 2011.  Both agreed that whilst BDA has served a 
very useful purpose for over a decade, there is little reason for it to 
continue.  Both agreed for action to be taken for BDA to be wound up, and 
both submitted their apologies for any meeting being held on 31st May 2011. 

• Executive Officer G Wise has advised that as at 31st March 2011, the BDA 
General Fund Account held a balance of $14,169.80.  In anticipation of any 
decision to wind up the Corporation, remaining funds after all necessary 
expenses are likely to be approximately $10,000. 

 
Agenda Motions: 

1. The meeting resolved that the Barwon Darling Alliance be wound up as soon 
as possible, subject to all appropriate corporation actions being completed. 

 
2. The meeting resolved that a financial statement of the BDA be audited as 

soon as possible, with audit costs paid from the BDA funds. 
 

3. The meeting resolved that any BDA funds remaining after payment of all 
outstanding accounts be distributed to Stewart House. 
 

4. The meeting resolved that a financial statement of the BDA be circulated to 
all members. 
 

5. The meeting resolved that each member Council and Murdi Paaki Regional 
Assembly be requested to develop a resolution at their Council/Assembly 
supporting this termination, and advise G Wise, outgoing Executive Officer, 
BDA, of their resolution. 
 

The above five motions were submitted simultaneously. 
Moved: Mayor Horan   Seconded: Mayor Brown  Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1.10PM 
 
Resolution 
270/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Barwon Darling Alliance 
Minutes of 31st May 2011 and in particular, to write to the Executive Officer, Barwon 
Darling Alliance endorsing the decision to wind up the corporation. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried   Unstarred 
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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

 
File No: C6.6 
Report: 710/2011 Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes – 18th May 2011 
Responsible Officer: Bruce Gray – Manager Town Services 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Acting Mayor Cr Robert Stutsel  Sharon Grierson - RTA  
Geoff Wise - BSC - General Manager   Mayor Andrew Lewis AP 
Joe Sulicich - RTA  Greg Martin AP 
Bruce Gray –BSC - Manager of Services-   Lynette Gooch - Minutes  
Les Harding – BSC – Technical Off    
 
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
Resolved: The minutes of the previous meeting held in 9th February 2011 be accepted as a 
true record 
 
Moved:  Joe Sulicich Second:  Deputy Mayor R. Stutsel  CARRIED 
 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
1. Mitchell Street traffic blister project-RTA 

• Bruce has produced a draft plan that requires modifying.  
• This project will now be progressed with finalisation of a plan and estimate to be 

submitted to Joe for approval. 
• Work will commence following approval 

 
2. New signage (green, blue and brown signs) through Bourke 

• Marty Castles RTA visited Bourke and consulted with Council regarding new signage. 
Signage has been designed and ordered, which should arrive next week. 

• A revised estimate of cost to erect the signs will be sent to RTA 
 

3. Mitchell Highway North advising next fuel stop & Give way to horses sign- North Bourke 
Bridge 

• Relocation of next fuel sign has not yet been moved; Marty agreed the fuel sign was 
in an ideal spot, discussion regarding sight and vehicle hold distance (especially 
road trains) on the western bridge approach. Committee agreed to discuss these 
matters with Peter & Tracey Simmonds.  

 
4. Parking - Green Street Bourke Primary School 

• Sharon Grierson will inspect the site and meet with the Principal at Bourke Primary 
School regarding their parking concerns.  

• Sharon will report on her findings following an inspection.  
 
5. Vegetation on The Mitchell Highway 

• Bogan Shire Council has been awarded the contract to remove the vegetation 
growth along the side of the Mitchell highway. 

• This work will commence soon 
 

6.  Trucks Parking in Mitchell Street 
• Trucks parking in Mitchell Street for long periods of time.  
• Reasons for parking in this location are:- food at the Roadhouse. 
• Construction of a truck park on the outskirts of town would not necessarily solve 

the problem 
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• A solution would be a road house / truck park on the outskirts of town 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council write to the NSW Roads Minister, regrading this issue and report back. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
  
1. Taxi Zone Erected at IGA Car Park  

• Letter from taxi operator tabled 
• Discussion held, Public car park is on private land. Bernie Wilder entered room 

2.50pm. Bernie will check, follow up and report back to Committee. 
 
2. Wheel Chair Access 

• E-mail requesting kerb ramp be installed at Oxford Hotel was tabled.  
• Kerb ramp will be considered in 5 year traffic improvement plan. 

 
3. Green Street Parking 

• Verbal request from resident- Teachers & parents parking in residents driveway 
early morning and middle of afternoon dropping off and picking up children from 
school.  

• Sharon Grierson will address the complaint with the principle. 
 
4. Parking near the Aboriginal Medical Centre 

• E-mailed tabled requesting improvements to parking.  
• Parking in Glen Street should become a 45 degree angle park. 
• Sign in Oxley St in front of AMS indicating 45 deg parking to be changed to parallel. 

 
5. Proposed Car Wash Bay and Cleaning Facilities DA 

• Site plan tabled. Discussion held. See Attached. 
• Joe to inspect with Bernie Wilder and advise Council 

 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
1. North Bourke Road Turn off to Boat Ramp 

• Acting Mayor advised safety concern with queues for turning north bound vehicles 
being hit from behind. 

•  Slip road should be in place, speed travelling along this road 90km.  
• Bob Stutsel to send letter into Traffic Committee. 
• Matter to be considered with letter at next meeting. 

 
2. Enngonia Speed Zone  

• Report tabled. 
• Matter now determined by RTA. 

 
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday 10th August 2011 9am. 
 
There being no further business the meeting Closed at 4.10pm 
 
Resolution 
271/2011 Council resolved to note the Traffic Committee Draft Minutes of 18th May 2011 
and in particular to endorse that Council write to the RTA Minister regarding construction 
of a truck park on the outskirts of town on the highway to Brewarrina.  
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried   Unstarred 
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POLICIES 

 
File No: Council Policies 
Report: 802/2011 Review of Policies  
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
The following policies have been reviewed by staff and are now provided to Council for 
further comment and adoption.  
 
In line with Auditor expectations we are reviewing each policy to ensure that any 
duplication is removed. 
 
Policy name and number Recommendation  
Mission statement 1.1.1 For removal due to duplication with the 

yearly management plan 
Organisational Structure 1.2.1 For removal due to duplication with the 

yearly management plan 
Statement of Business Ethics 1.2.2 For review and adoption 
Publicity and Promotion 1.4.2 For review and adoption 
Protective Disclosures 1.4.3  For review and adoption 
Pecuniary Interest returns 1.4.4  For review and adoption 
Council’s Code of Conduct 1.4.5  For review and adoption 
Receiving Gifts/Benefits 1.4.6  For review and adoption 
Privacy Management 1.4.7  For review and adoption 
 
Resolution  
272/2011 Council resolves to: 
Rescind Bourke Shire Council’s Mission Statement policy labelled 1.1.1 
Rescind Bourke Shire Council’s Organisational Structure policy labelled 1.2.1 
Adopt the policy in regards to Statement of Business Ethics labelled 1.2.2 
Adopt the policy in regards to Publicity and Promotion labelled 1.4.2 
Adopt the policy in regards to Protective Disclosures labelled 1.4.3 
Adopt the policy in regards to Pecuniary Interest Returns labelled 1.4.4 
Adopt the policy in regards to the Code of Conduct labelled 1.4.5 
Adopt the Policy in regards to Receiving Gifts and Benefits labelled 1.4.6 
Adopt the Policy in regards to Privacy Management labelled 1.4.7 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley Carried  Unstarred 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 
File No: D5.2 
Report: 923/2011 Community Contribution – Bourke “A” Day Bowls 

Committee 
Author: Victor. E. Bartley 
 
Requesting a community contribution in the amount of $100.00 to assist with the 
trophies and catering for the “Bourke “A” Day Bowls” 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 
273/2011 Council resolved to donate the amount of $100 to assist with the 
trophies and catering for the “Bourke “A” Day Bowls”. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 
 

 
File No: D5.2 
Report: 924/2011 Community Contribution – Bourke P&A Show Committee 
Author: Samantha Green, Secretary – Bourke P&A Show Committee 
 
Requesting a community contribution by way of in-kind support to the value of 
$3,584.00 to enable Bourke Pastoral & Agricultural Association to run a successful 
show in 2012. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 
274/2011 Council resolved to make an in-kind contribution to the Bourke P&A 
Show Committee to the value of $3,584.00 to enable the Committee to run a 
successful show in 2012. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
 

 
File No: L4.1 
Report: 925/2011 Library Budget 
Author: Shirley Booth, Margaret Jeffery, Brenda Porelli & Dianne 

Johnson 
 
Requesting that Council increase the Library Budget to at least $20,000 per year to 
adequately provide for the community needs. 
 
Recommendation: 
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For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 
275/2011 Council resolved to advise that we adhere to our budget 
determination with regards to the Library Budget for 2011-2012. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 
 
File No: L8.2.5 
Report: 926/2011 Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference 
Author: Bradley Hayden 
 
Advising that the 2011 NSW Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference will 
be held 13th – 15th September 2011 in Dubbo. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration that a representative be encouraged to attend the 
Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference to be held in Dubbo 13th – 
15th September 2011. 
 
Resolution 
276/2011 Council resolved that a delegate from Bourke Shire Council attend 
the Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference to be held in Dubbo 13th-
15th September 2011. 
Moved Cr Collis-McAnespie  Seconded Cr Hollman  Carried 
 

 
File No: A5.5-R2.1 
Report: 927/2011 Tooralé Station 
Author: Graham Harding, General Manager – Crown Lands Office 
 
Advising that following the sale of Tooralé Station between the State and 
Commonwealth Government that there are no multiple use proposals for 
conservation reserves in NSW that are not directly related to conservation, tourism 
or recreation. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution  
277/2011 Council resolved to send a delegation to the State Minister for 
Environment & Heritage, the Hon. Robyn Parker, MP to discuss Tooralè Station. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
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File No: L8.6 
Report: 928/2011 Constitutional Recognition 
Author: Bill Gillooly AM, Secretary General – Local Government 

Association of NSW & Shires Association of NSW 
 
Writing to Council seeking cooperation regarding Constitutional Recognition for Local 
Government. 
 
Resolution 
278/2011 Council resolved to declare its support for financial recognition of Local 
Government in the Australian Constitution so that the Federal Government has the 
power to fund Local Government directly and also for inclusion of Local Government in 
any new Preamble to the Constitution if one is proposed, and calls on all political 
parties to support a referendum by 2013 to change the Constitution to achieve this 
recognition. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
 

 
Correspondence tabled from NSW Health regarding access to Dialysis facilities for 
residents of Bourke. 
 
Resolution 
279/2011 Council resolved to approach NSW Health and work with them with a view to 
re-establish dialysis services in Bourke. 
Moved Cr Mitchell   Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie  Carried 
 
Resolution at 9.55am 
280/2011 Council resolved to move into Closed Session of Council to discuss Report 
203/2011, Tenders – Amenities Building Swimming Pool. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
 
Resolution at 10.35am 
281/2011 Council resolved to move out of Closed Session of Council. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
 
Resolution @11.03am 
282/2011 Council resolved to suspend Standing Orders for a presentation from 
Commander Mick Thomas from the Darling River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Holmes   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
 
Resolution @ 11.28am 
283/2011 Council resolved to resume Standing Orders and move into Closed Session. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Resolution at 11.45am 
284/2011 Council resolved to move out of Closed Session  
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
 
Resolution 
285/2011 Council resolved to accept all resolutions from Closed Session of Council. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 
 
File No: S6.5 
Report: 322/2011 Camping Out Enterprise Agreement 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
Resolution  
286/2011 Council resolved to note that there remains a need for negotiations 
to be finalised to develop a new Camping Out Enterprise Agreement for the 
Council’s Road Maintenance and Transport Sector. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
 
File No: T3.19 
Report: 203/2011 Tenders - Amenities Building Swimming Pool 
Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services 
 
Resolution 
287/2011 Council resolved to accept the tender of MAAS Constructions (Dubbo 
Pty Ltd) for the sum of $225,415.54 excluding GST, that all companies 
submitting tenders be advised accordingly and that the actual tender prices of 
unsuccessful tenders remain confidential. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
 
File No: D1.1 
Report: 445/11 Write-off outstanding Debtor accounts 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Resolution 
288/2011 Council resolved to write-off the following debtor accounts as bad debts that 
are not recoverable. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 
Account Number Total Amount 
0-08216-4 $280.00 
0-01022-3 195.00 
0-02391-1 276.00 
0-08859-1 31,916.07 
Total $32,667.07 
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File No: D1.1 
Report: 445A/11 Write-off outstanding Rates accounts 
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 
Resolution 
289/2011 Council resolved to write-off rates for assessment 44-06000-2 to the value 
of $4,188.16.  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 
 

STAFF AWARDS 

 
Presentation of Staff Awards to the following staff members: 
 

Damian Slacksmith In recognition of continued dedication to 
maintenance and service delivery of all of Council’s 
Technology Systems, particularly including all 
computer systems, Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
technology, and co-operation with Police with closed 
circuit television cameras 

Greg McCosker In recognition of efforts in preparation of the 713 
sale for Council in preparing the properties for sale 
in October 2010 and finalising the details of the sale 
in the following months, also the continuing 
negotiation with the outstanding debts in following 
up and managing such a difficult task 

Jake Tiffen In recognition of professionalism and exceptional 
workmanship shown in completing the Medical 
Centre project 

Les Cohen In recognition of professionalism and exceptional 
workmanship shown in completing the Medical 
Centre project 

Matthew McCorkle In recognition of outstanding project managing of the 
heavy vehicle inspection station and Beemery Bridge 
approaches 

Paul Faulkner In recognition of professionalism and exceptional 
Team leadership shown in completing the Medical 
Centre project within budget and to an excellent 
standard 

Phil Wilson In recognition of dedication and commitment to 
Team leadership and Council representation for road 
repairs and maintenance during recent floods 

Stephen Bridge (Absent) In recognition of new initiatives implemented to 
manage the Council store and depot effectively and 
for an excellent result in the 2010 stock take. 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
File No: E7.1 
Report: 101/2011 Works Completed 
Responsible Officer: Phil Wilson / Works Supervisor 
 
The following information outlines works completed between the 6th May 2011 to 3rd June 2011. 
 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Bogan Bridge • Signs and earthworks started 
MR 404 Bourke- Hungerford • Grading completed 
RLR 14 Avondale • Full grade & R2R in progress 
RLR 2 Wilganea • Fire breaks completed 
State Highways • Replacing guide posts & repairing signs 
 
2. SOUTH SECTOR – Trevor Thomas/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
MR 405 Wanaaring 100 Mile 
Plain 

• Building up on plain completed 
• Gravel & Repairing storm damage completed 

RLR 49 West Culgoa • Grading & repairing storm damage completed 
RLR 3 Twin Rivers • Full grade & R2R  in progress 
RLR 13 Landsdown • Building up & grading in progress 
State Highway 7 North • Grading shoulders 
MR 421 Bourke- Cobar • Grading & cleaning rest area 
 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Other • Moving various plant 
Town Services • Carting Crusher dust 
State Highways • Carting aggregate for patching 

• Carting aggregate for reseals 
Bogan Bridge • Stockpiling gravel for bridge approaches 

• Start earthworks 
Villages • Louth & Wanaaring:- carting aggregate for reseals 
MR 405 Bourke- Wanaaring • Carting aggregate for reseals T section 

• Gravel sheeting 100 mile plain completed 
Highway 29 Bourke- 
Brewarrina 

• Carting aggregate for heavy patches reseals 

 
4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Bourke Township • Pothole patching town streets 
SH 7 North Bourke- 
Barringun 

• Traffic control at Belalie grid 
• Pothole patching 

SH 7 South Bourke- Byrock • Slashing shoulders 
• Pothole patching 

MR 421 Bourke- Cobar • Pothole patching 
• Edge patching 

SH 29 Bourke- Brewarrina • Pothole patching 
MR 68 S Bourke-Louth • Pothole patching 
Beemery Bridge HW 29 • Patch culvert 
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• Traffic control 
 
5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
General • All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance 

carried out 
• Sporting grounds mowed 
• Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
• Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
• General graffiti removal carried out on Council 
Facilities 

Cemetery • Assist with graves 
Small Plant • Maintenance and service carried out on all ground 

plant 
Works Requests • Actioned and ongoing 
Renshaw Complex • General Maintenance carried out 

• Show preparation 
• Removal of extra bins from Bourke show 

Risk Assessments • Completed with every job 
Staff Training • First Aid 19.5.2011 
   
6. BUILDING SERVICES – Paul Faulkner/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests • Actioned and ongoing  
Risk Assessments • Completed with every job 
Villages Louth:-  

• Erected Road Closure signs 
• Camping Shelter completed 

Medical Complex Dr Housing: - 
• Replaced all locks to fit 1 key at 6 Glen Street and 

replaced all light bulbs and fittings. Shaved timber 
head so security door can open. 

• Replace front door lock at Centre 
Council • Order materials for new IT room 

Railway Flat:-  
• Maintenance works  

Caravan 126:-  
• Refix window grill 

Staff Training • Nil 
Dental Clinic • Replaced locks 

• Removed dentist sign from out the front of building 
Preschool • Inspect front door and order timber for repairs 
Miscellaneous Work Levee Bank:- 

• Install Reno mattress at Sydney Road pump station  
• Commence installation of Reno mattress and head 

wall at Meek Street stormwater outlet 
Beemery Bridge • Removed timber edging from culvert board 
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7. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman/Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Works Requests • Daily 
Cemetery • Graves:  2 x 27.5.2011  

Rest Areas • Weekly removal of rubbish and cleaning of rest areas 
Graffiti Removal • Ongoing 
Staff Training • First Aid training-19.5.2011 
Sundry Debtors • S/D 920333 Sand  12/5 

• S/D 920334 Gravel and plant  18/5 
• S/D 920335 Telstra main street pavers 26/5  
• S/D 920337 Crane Hospital  3/6 

General • Sand footpaths ongoing  
• Tree pruning footpaths ongoing  
• Slashing Highways ongoing  
• Repair trip hazards old carrier arms footpath 12/5 
• Move pump Sydney road for grader levee banks 12/5 
• Pick up rubbish at sale yards 13/5 
• Cold mix grid SH7 North 120km 17/5 
• Repair footpath Mertin St 23/5 
• Bolt back down pit P.C.Y.C opened by vandals 24/5 
• Cold mix Humes creek bridge Louth road 24/5 
• Repaint road marking Mitchell and Wilson Streets 24/5 
• Mount new plaques central park poets corner 25/5 
• Pull down show flags main street 25/5 
• Gravel grid SH7 North 120km 25/5 
• Clean up levee bank rubbish piles 28/5 
• Gravel Paroo Bridge Wanaaring 2/6 
• Pick up abandon car SH7 North 60km 3/6 
• Replace 2x bins main street 3/6 

 
8. WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman 

Plant 
No 

Rego Description Work Carried Out 

134 YDA 082 Caterpillar 950 G • Replace air-con hose and gas 
• Replace o ‘ring on oil sender unit 

137  2010 Volvo G 940 • Repairs to air -conditioner 
140 AK 24 LO Caterpillar 12 H • Replace transmission temp switch 

• Replace door lock and mirror 
• Replace phone aerial 

151 AN 89 YF 2006 Volvo G 940 • Replace tandem chains and seals 
154 AK 02 SQ 2006 Multi Pac • Replace lift pump 
52 K 46880 1997 Traffic Signal 

Equipment 
• Replace engine couplings 
• Serviced and convert lights to LED’s 

44 R 71381 2007 Moore Roadtrain 
Dolly 

• Repair air leaks 

76 P 95814 2004 Moore Roadtrain 
Tipper 

• Replace hydraulic valve 

41 BH 31 WN 2010 Mitsubishi  • Replace rear brakes 
• Repair rear lights 
• Repair bull bar 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the Council Chambers at 
9.00am 
 

This is page 62 of 72 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the 
Council Chambers 
 

48 AZ 90 ZJ 2009 Freightliner CL 120 • Replace clutch bearing 
• Replace wing nut on air cleaner 
• Replace air dryer 
• Replace governor valve 

60 AV 25 YJ 2008 Freightliner 
Columbia 

• 180,000 km service 
• Replace screen in front of radiator 

79 XZB 229 Freightliner • Clean battery terminal and relace tie rod 
ends 

97 YUB 437 2003 Isuzu 900 F3 FTR • Replace power steering hose 
• Adjust gear lever  
• Repair cab tilt 

216 YZH 349 2004 Hino • Replace head light globe 
 S 74350 Power Plant • 250 Hr service 

51 AB 97 TB 2004 Isuzu 400 NPR 400 • Replace revolving light switch and repair 
blinkers 

37 AJ 01 DM Isuzu 500 Long • Replace hydraulic pump on Hiab 
• Adjust brakes 

 
9.   Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley/Acting Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 
Job Requests • Actioned and ongoing 
Risk Assessments • Completed with every job 
Sewer • Replace sewer boundary at 4 Mitchell Street 

• A number of sewer chokes in boundary’s cleared with SECA 
machine and plungers 

• A number of sewer boundary lids replaced 
• A number of sewer mains cleared with SECA machine 
• Pump station’s mowed and cleaned  
• Replacing manhole lids as required 
• Connect water and septic to toilets at Beemery bridge work site 

Hydrants • Flushing ongoing 
Services • Fluoride plant commissioned  
Villages Enngonia:-  

• Install new septic rubble trench at hall 
• New toilet cisterns at hall 

Louth:-  
• Service river pump 
• Fix leak in bore line 
• Fix broken raw main 

Water • Dug up raw main 155 Anson, Mitchell, Meek, Darling Streets and 
Meadows Road  

• Dug up raw main cemetery 
• Dug up raw main Davidson oval 
• Dug up filter main 6 Cooma, Hope, Darling Streets 
• New raw service at 87 Mitchell Street 
• A number of leaking service’s repaired 

Training • First Aid 
Maintenance • Small plant serviced and cleaned 

• On going up keep of sewer treatment plant 
 
Staff Training • Staff from each Sector attended First Aid Training on 19/20 May. 

 
Resolution 
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290/2011 Council resolved to note the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports 
as presented to the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried  Unstarred 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 
File No: D3.2 
Report: 206/2011 Developments Approved Report 
Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services 
 
Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type & 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated CDC 2011/0009 Lot L, DP 399187,  
14 Tarcoon Street, 
Bourke 

Erect Verandah  

 
Total value of Approved works for May 2011     =$6575 
No. of Development Application Approvals for May 2011    =0  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for May 2011  =1 
 

 
File No: A8.1 
Report: 206/2011 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 
Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services 
 
Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 
Animals in Pound beginning of May 2011 4 0 
Seized 5 1 
Surrendered 1 1 
Dumped 0 0 
Total 10 2 
Euthanased 7 2 
Returned to Owner 2 0 
Released from Pound 0 0 
Re-housed 1 0 
Died in Pound 0 0 
Escaped from Pound 0 0 
Animals Remaining at End of Month 0 0 
Total 10 2 
Micro-chip Implantations 1 0 
Infringement Notices 0 0 
Wandering Stock 0 
Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 
Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 
• Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 
• Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 
• Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 
• Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  

 
Resolution 
291/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Environmental Services Activity 
report as presented to Council on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried  Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
File No: G2.1 
Report: “From the GM’s Desk” 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager 
 
19th May 2011 
Congratulations to everyone involved in making the Bourke Show such a success last Saturday.  
From all accounts the show matched or exceeded recent Bourke Shows.  On Sunday after the 
Show I was talking separately to a sideshow operator and a first time horse exhibitor, and both 
praised the show and its organization, and have committed to return again next year, so I feel 
this is a worthy barometer. 
 
There were nearly 1400 exhibits in the pavilion, equestrian events continued until after lunch 
on Sunday due to the large number of entrants, dog exhibits proved popular with family 
participation, the ram sale prices exceeded previous recorded highs and the entertainment by 
the Crackup Sisters attracted increasing sized audiences with each performance.  The 
generosity of these popular two ladies was demonstrated through their voluntary visit to 
patients at the Bourke Hospital late on Saturday afternoon. 
 
The coordinating efforts of the small group of Show Committee, predominantly passionate 
ladies with young families, were the driving force in ensuring it all came together.  
Recognition also goes to the diverse group of other helpers, including all the stewards, to all 
the exhibitors and to the well behaved crowd.    
 
Bourke Shire Council was a gold star sponsor for the show, committing many resources.   
Council staff made significant behind the scene contributions, most noticeably in the excellent 
preparation of the grounds through hard work over recent months, renovations and cleaning of 
many of the buildings, establishing sewerage and power, removal of rubbish throughout the 
day, erecting and removing promotional signage, and the list goes on. 
 
Few people would realize that by 9.00am Sunday morning there was scarcely any rubbish 
littering the entire grounds, thanks primarily to hours of voluntary cleanup after the show by 
John Keely (Brushy), an outstanding effort. 
 
A special feature at the show was the launch of 20 photos depicting western people who have 
received specialist help from the Prince of Wales Hospital Eye Team, the legacy from the 
pioneering work commenced in Bourke by the late Fred Hollows.  This exhibition launch was 
ideally complemented by the privilege of having Ms Gabi Hollows opening this year’s Bourke 
Show.  These photos have been left in Bourke to be on display at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition 
Centre and in other strategic locations around the town. 
 
 
Last week a meeting of the Town Committee of Council received a report comparing 10 
different options to enhance the security of Bourke’s town water supply.  This is the first time 
that different options have been independently compared for their practicality, benefits and 
risks, costs and relative gains in extra water provision.  The externally funded commissioned 
report reinforced Council’s long held position that the best option to increase the available 
water from the river involves raising the weir height.  However, this option has historically 
been opposed by Governments, so Council now needs to decide whether to use the report in an 
attempt to influence policy decisions of the current Commonwealth and State Governments.   
 
The report also recommended two additional options which are both independent of reliance 
on river water.   These are to complete the connection of the artesian bore water supply into 
the town water system, and to construct a new sewerage treatment works, which should then 
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have the potential to allow a regular small volume of treated water to be available for use on 
parks and gardens.   Each of these three recommendations is estimated to cost in the order of 
$2 to $3 million dollars to construct, plus ongoing operating costs. 
 
 
Over a recent period Council’s Management has been involved in dealings with two potential 
new businesses seeking to come to the region, and with three businesses which are either 
closing or potentially closing.  Whilst it is obviously not Council’s role to be directly involved in 
the private affairs of personal businesses, Council aims to provide advocacy and support 
where-ever possible.  This is reinforced in Council’s document “Strategic Directions for the 
Next Decade”, in which our strategic areas of focus of growing prosperity includes developing 
industry and business. 
 
 
Members of our community are encouraged to watch a three part ABC TV series commencing 
on Thursday 19th May ay 9.30pm titled “Outback Kids”.  The program relates to Allan 
Brahminy’s personal goal of helping youths with problems, and how he has established a 
dedicated outback station in the Northern Territory for this program.   Bourke Council and a 
number of community members have been working closely with Allan as he is committed to 
expand the program to western NSW, with Bourke being the preferred location. 
 
 
Another opportunity has developed for Bourke with the Bourke Men’s Shed being successful in 
attracting the Patron of the Australian Men’s Shed, Tim Mathieson, to visit Bourke next week.  
Tim is the partner of Prime Minister Julia Gillard. 
 
 
My attention was drawn this week to an opportunity for Legatees which is not widely known.   
At Moss Vale in the southern highlands is a residential complex called Legacy Holiday House, 
which provides opportunities for Legatees from across the state to visit for a holiday.  
Apparently this facility is widely known within Sydney, but not widely known in rural areas.  
Over the last ten days my Mother has been enjoying a relaxing experience in the well catered 
facilities, and she highly recommends it to other Legatees seeking a different holiday venue.  
 
 
This week in history: 
Bourke was proclaimed a township on 17th May 1863.  The North Bourke Bridge was officially 
opened on 4th May 1883; 5 years after the original plans were signed.  
 
 
What was the population of Bourke 120 years ago? 
 
Dinah Shore said: “I never wanted to set the world on fire. So I never had to burn any bridges 
behind me”.  
 
Cheers for now, Geoff 
 
 
2nd June 2011  
 
There can be no doubt that Bourke remains a strategically important regional community in 
north western NSW, with a number of examples able to reinforce this significance.  Council’s 
“Strategic Direction for the Next Decade” aptly captures “what we want our future 
community to be”, or our “vision”, as “Bourke Shire will continue to grow as an iconic, 
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outback, regional community and destination, which is united and productive, thriving on 
practical access to all modern services”.  The following are some recent examples. 
 
The strategic significance of Bourke airport was typified last Friday morning when eight 
aircraft were all at the airport simultaneously.  Five large REX aircraft were on the tarmac 
refuelling en route from Western Queensland to Melbourne.  These planes were carrying “fly 
in-fly out” employees returning to Melbourne from work in the western gas fields.  
Additionally, one RFDS aircraft was tethered waiting to return the medical specialists who had 
been working in Bourke for a couple of days and two other smaller planes were also present.  
 
Similarly, the strategic significance of the Bourke Hospital was exemplified with over 30 
patients undergoing eye surgery by the Prince of Wales Eye Team at our hospital last week.  All 
these patients travelled from Lightning Ridge, Walgett and Brewarrina for their surgery, and 
stayed in Bourke over several days creating a large number of bed nights of accommodation.  
This no doubt contributed to the repeated total booking out of all rooms in Bourke. 

 

 
Last week Bourke Men’s Shed was visited by their national representatives, including Mr Tim 
Mathieson, partner of Prime Minister Gillard.  Over the last two weeks I have spoken to visitors 
at Kidman Camp Caravan Park who originate from every State of Australia, and from the ACT, 
and King and Phillip Islands.   A number of them said they came to Bourke simply because 
“They have always wanted to visit Bourke” and others said “We have been here before and 
have always wanted to come back”.  

 

 
Council has contributed to the preparations for the Hungerford Field Day next weekend 
through completion of the regrading of the Bourke to Hungerford road.  Let’s hope that all the 
hard work by the enthusiastic committee at Hungerford will be rewarded by favourable 
weather and a large crowd. 
 
 
Council has received prompt advice from the Health Department formally approving the 
commissioning of the fluoridation equipment at the Bourke Water Treatment Plant.  The 
approval authorises Council to commence introduction of fluoride to the town water supply 
immediately.  In allowing all the users an opportunity to be informed, Council proposes to 
commence the usage on 14th June. 

 

 
A successful forum was held in Bourke last week addressing the issues of alcohol and drugs and 
our youth of Bourke.  This initiative arose as a continuation of the efforts of the Bourke 
Alcohol Working Group (BAWG) in taking leadership with health, education and usage of 
alcohol and drugs.  As a lead-up to the forum, about 50 local young people between five and 
24 years old were engaged to share their opinions.  I believe we all need to seriously consider 
the following five key findings arising from our youth. 
• Young people in Bourke are very well informed about the negative effects of substance 

use, especially tobacco and alcohol 
• Reducing (or eliminating) the supply of alcohol is perceived to be the most effective 

way of reducing substance problems 
• Most children and young people experience fear and real threats to personal safety 

because of substance affected young people and adults (violence) and substance 
equipment (needles and glass) in public places 

• Many young people experience fear and real threats to personal safety because of 
substance affected people in their families 

• Adults, especially parents, need to change their behaviour to improve children’s 
current circumstances and future opportunities. 
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The organisers of the Forum are now developing suggested strategies to assist our youth in 
actions relating to drugs and alcohol. 

 

 
Early this week, Acting Mayor Bob Stutsel, Councillor Wally Mitchell and I were in Sydney 
attending the Annual Conference of the NSW Shires Association.  I anticipate reporting in the 
future on issues raised at the Conference of significance to our community, and of some of the 
political meetings we were involved in whilst there. 

 

 
This week in history: 
The origin of the name of our town as Bourke arose from the following actions of 176 years 
ago.  Major

 
Thomas Mitchell wrote, “27th May (1835) marks the setting up of the “Fort Bourke 

Stockade” born out of such war-like intentions and being so early associated with “Fort” and 
“Stockade” seems rather a paradox of this peaceful settlement on the Darling. The stockade 
having been completed on the 29th May; Mitchell again wrote “As the position was in every 
respect a good one, either for its present purpose or, in time perhaps, for a township, and 
consequently one important point gained by this expedition I named it Fort Bourke after His 
Excellency the present Governor, the better to mark this epoch in the progress of interior 
discovery.” 

 

 
In June 1875 a new coach route was opened between Bourke and what other location, 
travelling through uninhabited country? 

 

 
I quote from an unknown source: "The greatest oak was once a little nut who held its ground".  
 
Cheers for now, 
Geoff 
 
 
9th June 2011  
 
Council greatly welcomes an announcement this week by Local Member Kevin Humphries that 
the State Government has provided more than $1.2 million in funding for Bourke Shire road 
repairs due to damage by floods last summer.  The funding has been allocated to various 
categories of roads in Bourke Shire following an RTA assessment of the damaged roads. 
 
$656,000 of the funding grant was allocated to “Local Roads”, with the bulk of this being spent 
on the massive repairs which were necessary along the West Culgoa Road.  This road was 
severely damaged by the progressive high floods along the Culgoa River. 
 
$500,000 of the grant funding was attributed to “Regional Roads”, which are the main 
interconnecting roads between Bourke and the villages of Hungerford and Wanaaring, and 
through Louth.  The majority of this funding was committed to the Hungerford Road, 
particularly due to the damage from Cuttaburra water. 
 
Council also received $138,000 towards repairs to flood damage along “State Roads”, or the 
highways, which Council maintains on behalf of the RTA.   Council had no choice but to 
undertake all the road repair work throughout the Shire, but the grant funding means that 
money for other budgeted items did not need to be compromised.  
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This Government grant is roughly equivalent to the total General Rates levied each year by 
Council to all ratepayers across the Shire.  It puts in to some perspective the relatively small 
contribution which payment of General Rates makes to the overall operations of Council 
business. 
 
Whilst this extra grant funding is greatly appreciated, it does not cover all the costs to Council 
which resulted from the above average rainfall and localised flooding experienced throughout 
the summer.  Further, much of the work Council had planned to undertake had to be 
postponed either through lack of access or because the flood repair works were given priority. 
 
For most of this year since the end of the localised flooding, Council has had eight or nine 
graders operating regularly to restore the damaged roads and to regain lost opportunities for 
planned works.  Five Council owned graders and three hired graders are still busily operating 
across the Shire area to improve the driving conditions for motorists. 
 
The $600,000 works of restoring the Bourke levee bank to its previous condition is now 
virtually complete.  This grant was provided on the basis that no additional improvements 
were allowed, such as upgrading the crest for an exercise pathway for pushbike riders and 
walkers.  Council will need to consider whether to apply for extra grant funding to undertake 
this upgrading during next year’s budget. 
 
Council Roads Team have also virtually completed Stage one of a major contract project 
arranged by the RTA to construct the approaches to a proposed new bridge across the Bogan 
River between Bourke and Brewarrina.  A primary reason for this new bridge is to 
accommodate the heavy loads which now travel for the interstate long distance haulage 
between our neighbouring States.  When the current bridge was constructed the Kamilaroi 
Highway was not fully sealed, and interstate traffic was significantly less than the current 
loads. 
 
 
Subject to suitable weather conditions I anticipate that the underground irrigation system at 
Davidson Oval will be installed by the end of this week.  Work will still be necessary next week 
to install and connect the water supply.  Once established, this project will significantly 
increase the available access to use of the oval, will result in water savings through more 
efficient water usage patterns, and will be a major labour saving for Council, allowing other 
priorities to be better addressed.   
Members of the community are encouraged to minimise their visits to the wharf area whilst 
major renovations are underway to stabilise the pylons and repair the storm water pipe under 
the wharf.  Limited access is being maintained to the wharf whenever possible during this 
restoration works. 
 
 
Last week Council was represented at the Annual Shires Association Conference by Acting 
Mayor Bob Stutsel, Councillor Wally Mitchell and myself.  Councillor Mitchell is a Patron of the 
Shires Association, a tribute in recognition of his enduring and committed service to Local 
Government across NSW. 
 
The Conference had numerous Guest Speakers, including the NSW Premier, and debated 
approximately 100 motions.    Our Councillor delegates, along with delegates from virtually all 
smaller Shires across Western NSW, were disappointed at a decision of the Conference which is 
likely to result in the “voice of the bush” being lost at future state levels of the Local 
Government organisation.  On a positive note, I congratulate Ray Donald, Mayor of our 
neighbouring Bogan Shire for his election as President of the Shires Association of NSW.  We 
are fortunate that Ray has a good understanding of our local issues. 
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Fluoridation supplies to the filtered water system will commence next Tuesday, 14th June.  I 
apologise for the limited water supply available last Saturday week.  This limited supply 
resulted from a large snag becoming caught across the water intake pipe from the river, 
decreasing the available water pumped overnight.  Prompt action by the Water Team on 
Saturday rectified the problem.  
 
 
Congratulations to the hard working organisers of the successful Hungerford Field Day last 
Friday.  I regret that I was unable to attend due to the Shires Conference, but from all 
accounts I have received it was a great success and the good condition of the Bourke to 
Hungerford road was appreciated. 
 
 
17th June is the closing date for people considering submitting an interest in managing the 
Back O’ Bourke Café.  This business has great potential, enhanced by the continuing expansion 
of tourism involvement at Bourke, with examples such as a Bill Peach organised air cruise 
having visited last weekend. 
 
 
This week in history: 
In June 1875, a new coach route was established between Bourke and Hillston, a distance of 
nearly 300 miles. It was stated that this would be the means of opening up an enormous extent 
of country hitherto spoken of as being uninhabitable. The coach took four days to reach Bourke 
from Hillston, and the fare was £7. 
 
What centenary re-enactment occurred in Bourke on 12th June 1983? 
Vince Lombardi quoted: “The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand, and 
the determination that whether we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves to the 
task at hand”.  
Cheers for now 
Geoff 
 
Resolution 
292/2011 Council resolved to note the information in “From the GM’s Desk” Activity 
Report as presented to Council on the 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried  Unstarred 



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the Council Chambers at 
9.00am 
 

This is page 71 of 72 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 20th June 2011 in the 
Council Chambers 
 

TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
File No: T4.3 
Report: 506/2011 BOBEC and VIC May 2011 Activity update 
Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 
 
During the month of May, 2606 people visited the Tourist Centre, just under 1000 joined us on 
the Jandra and 907 came through the Exhibition Centre. Of the visitors that joined us on the 
Jandra 45% had purchased a Back O’ Bourke/ Jandra package, further confirming their 
popularity. Visitation to the Exhibition Centre has continued to be lower than for the same 
period last year. This is in line with a nationwide trend at present and is being researched in 
greater detail. 
 
Forward bookings for the months of June and July are pleasing with continued visits planned 
from Bill Peach’s Air Cruising Australia, Herron Air Lines and Its Easy Tours to name a few. 
Throughout May, accommodation providers have reported very high occupancy rates and on 
several occasions no rooms at all have been available in Bourke. This high occupancy is largely 
due to the many business travellers at present and a large number of tradesmen working in 
town. 
 
Graph below showing the number of visitors per month to the Exhibition Centre 
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Table showing the number of visitors per month to the Exhibition Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bourke and the Kidman Way were represented at the Sydney Caravan and Camping Show with 
Stuart Johnson once again representing the community. The Brisbane Show is being held over 
the long weekend in June. A downward trend has been reported in numbers of visitors 
attending the trade shows although forward sales of caravans and motor homes is still very 
strong. 
 
In August a Motor Home trek is expected into Bourke with 35 vehicles travelling together and 
staying at the showground over several nights. In September Bourke will once again host a visit 
from photography students from Griffith University, 20 students along with lecturers will be 
here for the weeklong visit. Students will spend time in the Outback working on their studies 
as well as gain some experience of life in a Western town. The students will spend at least 4 
nights billeted with local families. At this stage we are expecting students from Volda 
University students in 2012. 
 
The Expressions of interest period for the management of the cafe at the Exhibition Centre is 
underway with good interest shown from a number of potential tenants. A verbal update will 
be provided to Councillors at the June meeting. 
 
Resolution 
293/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Tourism and Development 
Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 20th June 2011. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Bartley  Carried  Unstarred 
 

 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.31pm 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 
January  154 113 
February  139 60 
March  304 312 
April 551 925 807 
May 1551 1433 974 
June 1535 1769  
July 1951 2345  
August 1607 1916  
September 1433 1816  
October 1259 1325  
November 320 512  
December 180 182  


