Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in the
Council Chambers at 9.00am.

MINUTES - BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 28"™ MARCH 2011
PRESENT

C12.1

Councillors 17/01 | 21/02 | 28/03 | 18/04 | 23/05 | 20/06 | 25/07 | 22/08 | 26/09 | 24/10 | 28/11

Cr Andrew Lewis | Y AP |V

Cr Robert Stutsel | v v
Chair

Cr Victor Bartley | AP v v

Cr Olga Collis- v v v

McAnespie

Cr Sally Davis v 9.14 |9.05
am am

Cr Cec 4 v

Dorrington

Cr Lachlan Ford | ¥ v v

Cr Barry Hollman | v v

Cr John Holmes v 4 AP

Cr Wal Mitchell v AP v

Staff

Geoff Wise General Manager

Leonie Brown

Manager of Corporate Services/Minutes

Bernie Wilder

Manager Environmental Services

Bruce Gray

Manager of Services

Mark Gordon

Manager of Roads

Peter Brown

Manager of Water & Wastewater Services

Phil Johnston

Manager of Tourism & Development

OPENING PRAYER

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer.

REMEMBRANCE

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:

Harlow Grace Knight Geoffrey Hall
Kenneth Gaffney Bob Hatch
Mildred Fraser
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APOLOGIES

Resolution

95/2011 Council resolved to note the apology from Cr Holmes and that leave be

granted.

Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

27/02/11 National Party Launch at Dubbo

28&29/02/11 Western Division Shires Conference, Brewarrina

3/03/11 Attended Shire Office signed letters

7/03/11 Police Precincts Meeting

14/03/11 Village Meeting at Wanaaring

17/03/11 Western Lands Advisory Council Meeting, Cobar

23/03/11 Canberra - Myself, Cr Wal Mitchell, Manager Corporate Services
Leonie Brown, and Executive Officer Sharon Knight from the
Bourke-Brewarrina Rural Financial Counselling Service travelled
to Canberra and met with Minister Simon Crean, Tony Windsor,
Mark Coulton and Advisors to Minister Tony Burke and Minister
Joe Ludwig

25/03/11 Attended Senior Citizens Luncheon at Enngonia

26/03/11 Attended St Ignatius Ball. Congratulations to the Committee on
an excellent event

30/03/11 Village tours to Fords Bridge and Enngonia plus Craig Knowles
visit

Issues Raised at Canberra

e Met with Senior Advisors to Minister Tony Burke and put forward a proposal
that for every dollar spent on the “water buy back scheme” the same
amount should be allocated to the local Council that the water is brought
from.

e Enquired about the Federal Government’s position of NSW National Parks
selling various leases off Toorale to return them to grazing.

e Met with Minister Crean and staff from Minister Joe Ludwig’s office and
Tony Windsor’s office

e Discussed the continuance of Rural Councillors Service and also Toorale

e Met Mark Coulton and also Tony Windsor and raised the same issues

Congratulations to Kevin Humphries and the Coalition on their win in the State
Election on Saturday.

Now that there is a change of government we will be lobbying the coalition on
numerous issues that we had raised with the previous state government. These
include water allocation for the Bourke township; Sealing of Wanaaring Road, No
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17% cut for Irrigation licences: MDBA water buy backs, sale of leases on Toorale
and raising the Bourke weir.

There are minor floods in the Warrego and Paroo Rivers due to rain in the
catchment areas.

Pastoral conditions remain excellent although the grasses are drying off. Graziers
running cattle have observed Buffalo Fly on cattle due to hot and humid conditions
over summer. The Buffalo fly has not been seen in the shire since 1974 according
to information received.

| will be raising another matter in closed session of Council.

Resolution

96/2011 Council resolved to note the report received from the Mayor
Moved Cr Lewis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
Resolution

97/2011 Council resolved to send a letter of congratulations to Kevin
Humphries and the Coalition on winning Government on 26" March 2011.
Moved Hollman Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried

STARRING OF ITEMS

A number of items have been starred for discussion.

The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed.

Resolution

98/2011 Council resolved to approve the un-starred items in the Agenda for the
Council meeting on Monday, 28™ March 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES
Resolution

99/2011 Council resolved to approve the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of
Council held on the 21 February 2011 as a true and correct record.
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Davis Carried
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

2011
March 22M Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC - The
Arts
277 Community Strategic Plan Meeting - Bourke Golf Club -
Aged Care
28™" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday - 9.00am
28™" Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC -
Sporting
29 Community Strategic Plan Meeting - Noon, BSC - Indoor
Staff
307 Community Strategic Plan Meeting - Enngonia & Fords
Bridge, Full Day
31" March | Tourism Masterclass Conference
- 1% April
April 5 Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC -
Business Houses, Industry & Investment, RDA
6" Town Committee Meeting
11 Community Strategic Plan Meeting - Full Day, Louth &
Byrock
130 Roads Committee Meeting
18™ Council Meeting - 3™ Monday 4™ is for Easter Monday &
ANZAC Day
19™ Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC -
Environment
207" Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC
25" ANZAC Day & Easter Monday
26" Public Holiday for Easter Monday (to be held Tuesday)
May 3" Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, RFS - Civic
4t Community Strategic Plan Meeting - 6pm, BSC -
General Community, Volunteers & P&C
111%™ Council Traffic Committee Meeting
23" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
147 Bourke P&A Show
307 -1°° Local Government & Shires Association Annual
June Conference
June 207 Council Meeting - 3™ Monday 4™ needed to finalise
budget
July 25T Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
August 22" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
September | 26" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
October 24" Council Meeting - 4™ Monday
November/ |28™ Council Meeting - 5™ Monday of November - merge with
December December Meeting
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BUSINESS ARISING from 21* FEBRUARY 2011

KEY: [ ] Action still pending

Action complete

GM General Manager

MCS Manager Corporate Services

MES Manager Environmental Services
MTD Manager Tourism & Development
MTS Manager of Town Services

MRS Manager of Road Services

MW&WWS  Manager of Water & Waste Water Services

387/2008 - Nine Day Fortnight
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Original Resolution 303/2007 - Closely monitor | Industrial review continuing
Nine Day Fortnight for a six month period on

its performance

72/2010 - Town Committee Minutes - Poets Corner
Responsible Officer: MTS

ACTION TAKEN

Plaques to be fixed and sign for Poets Corner e Plaques completed and to be
at the present site from current budget. erected
¢ Signage to be repainted

435/2010 - “Tooralé” - Notice of Motion
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Council pursue the feasibility of a process of

coordinating the efforts of Bourke Shire e Letters sent to Mr Warwick
Council and Land and Property Management Watkins AM, Chief Executive,
Authority, the Western Lands Commission, the Registrar General, Surveyor
Surveyor General and National Parks NSW to General

evolve a mechanism whereby a number of the e Discussion held with Kevin
Western Lands Lease that make up Tooralé be Humphries, Member for Barwon
reallocated for grazing purpose and become e Mayor progressed through
rateable”. Western Lands Advisory Council
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442/2010 - Précis of Correspondence - “Gone Fishing"! Back Soon...” Local
Government Tourism Conference 2011
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

MT&D and Cr Mitchell to attend the Local
Government Tourism Conference

Registration completed

468/2010 - Funding Grant to Undertake a Review of the Future Water Supply
Options for Bourke
Responsible Officer: MW&WWS

ACTION TAKEN

A regular pattern of depth measurements of Waiting for fall in river depth for
sites in the Bourke weir pond at 4 metres to accurate results
be carried out.

483/2010 - Town Committee Minutes
Responsible Officer: MS

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Collaborate with the group interested in ¢ Ongoing - Dialog held between
developing an additional irrigated playing various participants
field in Bourke to invest the funding in one or e Further meeting held on 21*
more projects in the sporting precinct area February, 5 Councillors and 3
between PCYC and Coolican Oval, refuses to Council staff attended
allow any development on Boomerang Oval at e Other parties are not prepared
this stage, due to the inconsistencies with to consider merging of grant
Council’s management exposures. funds and project

e Refer to Business paper

03/2011 - Queensland Floods
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Bourke Shire Council to coordinate a e Appeal set up to conclude 28"
fundraising appeal for the Queensland Flood February 2011 and funds sent
victims. e $4,139.60 raised including $500

from Council

43/2011 - Purchase of Two New Side Tipping Trailers
Responsible Officer: MRS

ACTION TAKEN

Consideration of purchase of two new side Being referred to Budget process of
tipping trailers be given during the Council

development of the 2011/2012 financial year

budget

44/2011 - Long Term Hire on Multi Tyre Roller
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Responsible Officer: MRS

ACTION TAKEN

Trial the long term hire of a multi tyre roller
for the next twelve months to compare with
owning and operating its current Multi tyre
Roller

Implemented

47/2011 & 68/2011 - Motions for the Western Division Shires Conference 2011
Responsible Officer: Mayor

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Revenue Raising Restrictions Motions addressed at Conference
Bail Determinations

Murray Darling Basin $ for $§ Grants
Flood Roads - Emergency Works
Telstra Maintenance Services
Vegetation - Byrock to Nyngan

Bull bars

58/2011 - Integrated Planning & Reporting
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Remain in Group 3, coming under the Letter sent
Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework

from 1st July 2012

60/2011 - 2010/2011 Rural Fire Service Fund - Adjusted Allocation
Responsible Officer: MCS

ACTION TAKEN

2010/2011 Rural Fire Service Fund increase Payment made
and approve the increase of $11,246.56 to the
current budget

61/2011 - NSW Rural Fire Service 2011/12 Estimates
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Approve the budget estimate received by
Rural Fire Service and authorise the General
Manager to sign the document

Document signed and sent
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63/2011 - Rates Write-off - Assessment 611-00000-1
Responsible Officer: MCS

ACTION TAKEN

Write-off rates for assessment 611-00000-1 to
the value of $1,417.00 for the 2010/2011
rating period

Write-off completed

64/2011 - Queensland Flood Appeal
Responsible Officer: MCS

ACTION TAKEN

Donation of $500 to the Queensland Flood
Appeal

Payment made

68/2011 - Road Committee Meeting Minutes - National Parks
Responsible Officer: MRS

ACTION TAKEN

Manager Roads, Works Supervisor &
Councillors to Councillors meet on site with
National Parks staff to discuss road upgrades
and maintenance plan

Ongoing

69/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Bourke Bowling Club
Responsible Officer: MES

ACTION TAKEN

Council staff meet with the Bowling Club staff | Report to be taken to the next Town
to progress the proposal of developments Committee Meeting
around the Bowling Club

69/2011/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Naming of Bridge
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Letter to be written to Craig Moran advising of | Letter sent
the outcome of naming of a bridge after his
father

69/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Burnt Out Homes
Responsible Officer: MENV

ACTION TAKEN

Houses in Bourke destroyed by fire are to be Four notices issued for burnt houses

immediately issued with a notice for removal
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69/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Caltex Fuel Depot
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Enquire on truth of the rumoured closure of GM spoke to Caltex Regional

Caltex Fuel Depot Representative on 10/03/2011 and
given assurances that no intention of
closing depot or removing delivery truck

69/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Air Passenger Service to Bourke
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Consultation to be carried out with Health
Services, State Government and the local Shell
agent to formulate a proposal to Brindabella
Airlines to provide a regular air passenger
service to Bourke

Agenda for next Interagency meeting

69/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Mitchell Street Blocks
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Council management negotiate for the selling | Management consulted nearby residents

of two blocks in Mitchell Street to Housing and have prepared a report for the next
NSW provided consultation occurs with the Town Committee Meeting to be held on
nearby resident beforehand. 6" April 2011

70/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Sporting Precinct
Responsible Officer: GM

I

f no negotiations are mutually agreed by 28" ¢ Independent actions proceeding
March 2011 between Council and Centacare e See General Manager’s Report
and their partners in regard to funding grants
for sporting field upgrades achieved by
Centacare and their partners, then Council
will carry out our planning for Sporting
Precinct upgrades independent of Centacare
and their partners.
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71/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes - Vegetation - Byrock - Nyngan
Responsible Officer: GM

DECISION ACTION TAKEN

Council approach RTA expressing concern of e Motion presented at the Western

the unsafe condition caused by vegetation Division Councils of NSW

growth on the side of the Highway between Conference

Byrock and Nyngan e RTA advised tender was
approved and work would start
in next couple of weeks

71/2011 - Town Committee Meeting Minutes Truck Parking Area
Responsible Officer: MS

ACTION TAKEN

Write to RTA regarding construction of a truck e Discussed at Town Committee

park on the outskirts of town on the highway Meeting

towards Brewarrina. e Further investigation to be
carried prior to writing to RTA

79/2011 - Précis of Correspondence - Bourke Pastoral & Agricultural Association Inc
Responsible Officer: MS

ACTION TAKEN

Council supply in-kind support to the value of | Letter sent advising of Council’s in-kind
$3,584.00, with costs attributed to the support
Community Contributions vote

86/2011 - Confidential Report - Gravel Tender
Responsible Officer: MRS

ACTION TAKEN

Council accept the tendered price of
$140,000.00 excluding GST for the supply of
20,000 Tonne of Crushed Gravel

Completed

89/2011 - Emergency Flood Access
Responsible Officer: GM

ACTION TAKEN

Emergency Flood Access for Isolated See Business Papers
Properties be deferred until the Ordinary
Meeting of Council to be held 28" March 2011

Resolution

100/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Business Arising
presented to Council on the 28™ March 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT

File No: W2.1
Report: 105/2011 Strengthening Basin Communities Round 2
Responsible Officer: | Peter Brown, Manager of Water & Wastewater

Background
Bourke Shire Council has been chasing funding opportunities for the drought
proofing and upgrading of water infrastructure of Bourke and North Bourke.

Summary

The town of Bourke is totally dependent on water from the weir pool within the
Darling River, with a bore recently drilled but only able to meet the essential part
of the demand during drought. Bourke Shire Council was extremely conscious of
the high risk that the community is exposed to in running out of water and the
town’s aging infrastructure failing.

The following options were highlighted for the Strengthening Basin Communities
stage 2 grant funding opportunity:
1) Increasing Weir Capacity
a) dredging
b) raise weir height
c) additional weir
2) Stormwater Capture to Weir Pool
3) Desalination
a) receding water in the weir pool
b) Salt Interception Scheme
4) Additional Bore
5) Recycling
a) stormwater
b) sewerage
6) Additional Water Storage
7) New Water Treatment Plant
8) Water Mains Upgrading

Financial

Bourke Shire Council was unsuccessful in their bid to secure funding from the
Strengthening Basin Communities Program part 2 for the above mentioned
projects.

Resolution

101/2011 Council resolved to note the report that Council has been
unsuccessful with the application to Strengthening Basin Communities Round 2
for drought proofing Bourke water supply, particularly including the feasibility
of increasing the height of the weir.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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File No:

S3.2.4

Report: 106/2011

Sewerage Pumping Station Investigation

Responsible Officer:

Peter Brown, Manager of Water & Wastewater

At the 27 July 2010 meeting Council considered a report on Pump Station 1 (PS1) -
Mertin Street and Pump Station 2 (PS2) - Warraweena Street. That report advised
that detailed inspection and testing of the pump stations were required, firstly to
determine whether the pump stations are “recoverable”, and secondly, the actions
required to protect and restore or replace the facilities.

The inspection and report was the second step in a process (described below) to
develop a long term strategy for the pump stations.

Step

Description

Outcomes

1

Desk-top review with
council officers

An understanding of the operational requirements for the
SPS’s.

An understanding of the existing problems.

An understanding of council’s expectations.

Inspection, sampling
and testing of the SPS’s.

Assessment of;

The soundness of the structures,

The durability of the structures,

The condition of the pumps, pipe work and
fittings,

The suitability of the pumping arrangements (dry
well pumping / submersible etc),

The suitability of the electrical installations, and
Compliance with OHS requirements.

3

Preliminary Reporting

A report on whether the SPS’s are considered to be in a
condition which would allow rehabilitation.

The d

preliminary report.

irection of, or need for, fu

rther investigation depends on the conclusions of the

4 | Investigation Development and investigation of options.
(provisional) of the
existing sewage system
operation.

5 | Final report A report, including the preliminary report, which

provides options and costings, along with prioritisation
and dependencies, for the full rehabilitation, and / or
replacement of the SPS’s.

Inspection and Testing Report

Acor Appleyard Consultants Pty Ltd (Acor) was engaged to undertake the
inspection and testing. Concrete testing was undertaken (for Acor) by Mahaffey
Associates Pty Ltd.

The Acor and Mahaffey reports are attached.

As reported previously the pump stations are in a very poor condition both
structurally and from an operational (particularly OHS) perspective. The inspection
and testing has revealed / confirmed that;
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e The carbonation of the concrete generally extends beyond the first layer of
steel reinforcement and that reinforcement is now corroding and causing
the concrete to spall.

e Any steel work is badly corroded and likely to fail, including creating
significant OHS risks.

e The pumps are in poor condition and require constant maintenance.
Maintenance requires access to the floor level of the pump stations involving
increased OHS risks.

e Access to all areas was difficult and raised increased OHS risks.

e The pump arrangement is not optimum for providing redundancy in case of
pump failure. At the time of inspection the Mertin Street pump station had
only one pump installed.

e While the electrical installations had significant room for improvement the
switchboards themselves were in reasonable condition.

e The pump houses were in poor condition.

e The ancillary facilities (cranes, air blowers etc) were generally in poor
condition.

e There was a risk of cross connection from the sewerage to the town water
supply at both sites.

Acor have provided costing for repair on three time frames:

Effect
Time Remediation to Extend the Life of the Mertin Warraweena
frame Structure by Street Street
Short 5 years $450,000 $275,000
Medium between 5 and 20 years $1,100,000 $960,000
Long between 20 and 50 years $1,340,000 $1,040,000

These range from minor repairs to large scale replacement.

In the case of Mertin St the long term proposal is replacement, while, at
Warraweena St, the long term proposal is abandoning the existing wet well and
using only the existing dry well (as a wet well).

While the remediation options proposed are probably feasible technically, they are
not the only solutions to the problem nor are they necessarily the most cost
effective or cost effective at all. Technological changes since the original
sewerage system was constructed may raise a number of feasible alternate
systems.

It is now proposed to move onto step 4 (above). This will involve assembling an
expert panel to develop and assess alternatives and prepare a strategy. This will
need to be done relatively quickly to avoid having to implement the short term
measures, although some immediate low cost measures will be implemented to
mitigate some of the risks.
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Resolution

102/2011 Council resolved to note the report regarding the Sewerage Pumping
Station Investigation and to proceed to step 4, which involves investigating the
most economical and viable options for the Town’s Sewerage Pumping Stations.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred

File No: W2.2.14

Report:107 /2011 Closed Session of Council - Quotation Walkdens Bore
Review of Environmental Factors

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown- Manager of Water & Wastewater

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of
the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.

To advise Council of Quotations received for the contract for the preparation of the

review of environmental factors (REF) for the construction of the emergency water supply
from Walkdens Bore.

Resolution

103/2011 Council resolved to refer the report concerning quotations for the REF for
Walkden’s Bore pipeline to Closed Session.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carrried Unstarred

File No:

Report:108/2011 Closed Session of Council - Bourke Wharf Restoration
Project

Responsible Officer: Bruce Gray Manager of Services

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of
the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.

This report is to advise Council in relation to a quote for the reconstruction of the Bourke
Wharf.

Resolution

104/2011Council resolved to refer the report concerning the Bourke Wharf
Restoration to Closed Session.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT

File No: W2.1, W2.5, W2.2.8

Report: 312/2011 Volumetric Water Allocation Progress Report
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e At the Council meeting on 27" September 2010, Council were informed that
NSW Office of Water had issued Bourke Shire with an indicative annual
volumetric licence entitlement of 2,300 ML of water for the Bourke town water
supply.

¢ Following objections from Council, no action has been taken to finalise a
volumetric allocation for Bourke.

Current Situation:
e General Manager has been advised verbally by staff from NSW Office of Water
that they intend to pursue a resolution to this matter through analysis of
Council data and consultation after the upcoming State election.

Cr Ford left meeting 9.16am
Cr Davis left meeting 9.24am

Resolution

105/2011Council resolved to note the progress report concerning imposition of a
volumetric water allocation for Bourke.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
Resolution

106/2011 Council resolved to lobby the new Government for a practical level of
extraction from the Darling River.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Hollman Carried

File No: P1.5, P1.4, P1.8

Report: 313/2011 Sporting Precinct Progress Report.

Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e A progress report regarding Bourke Sporting Precinct Strategic Upgrade and
Funding Implications was presented at the Council meeting on 21°* February and
noted.

Current Situation:

e On 21% February 2011 five Councillors and three Council Managers met with a
group of people advocating for development of Renshaw (Boomerang) Oval.
Attendees at the meeting indicated that there is unlikely to be any opportunity
for grant funding obtained by CentaCare and additional funding obtained to
complement this grant, to be used towards development of the Sporting
Precinct Corridor being progressed by Council.
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e As a consequence, Council management are now progressing with the
development of the Sporting Precinct Corridor independently.

¢ Council Management have applied for a special grant to contribute to the cost
of the toilet/change room facilities, and is currently in the process of applying
for a further grant for this facility to complement the contribution identified
through a Council loan.

e Actions have been progressed with the calling of tenders for both the irrigation
system at Davidson Oval and the toilet and change room facilities shared
between the Memorial Swimming Pool and Coolican Oval.

Resolution

107/2011 Council resolved to note the Sporting Precinct Progress Report, and in
particular note that:

e Council has progressed with the calling of tenders for both the irrigation
system at Davidson Oval and the toilet and change room facilities shared
between the Memorial Swimming Pool and Coolican Oval, and

e Council is continuing to seek additional funding to supplement the loan

required by Council for the Council planned developments.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
File No: R7.1, R7.4.1

Report: 314/2011 Barwon Regional & Strategic Roads Committee
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e At the February 2011 meeting of Council a delegates report was discussed and
noted by resolution in relation to the Western NSW Roads Summit.

e At the recent Western Division of Councils Conference in Brewarrina Local
Member Kevin Humphries spoke again with all our Western Division Councils on
the Regional & Strategic Roads project that is currently under consideration.

e The aim is for the “Barwon Electoral” Councils to take a lead and then co-
ordinate a similar process in the southern section of the state. The Western
region has been defined as those Councils on or west of the Newell Highway.

Current Situation:
e As a result of the success of and feedback from Councils, Kevin Humphries has

progressed the actions, with the following matters adopted:
1. that a Secretariat by formed with one technical representative from each
Council.
2. The nominated chair is Mike Montgomery (Moree Council) a previous National
LGA President and member of a previous NSW RTA Regional Road Taskforce.
3. Each Council to contribute the sum of $5,000 towards the initial scoping
exercise.
4. The Brewarrina Shire to auspice and account for the funding.
5. Negotiate with Ms Jill Kilby to undertake the co-ordination of the scoping
exercise. Jill is the current Engineer of the Year, lives near Walgett and
contracts to Bourke and Brewarrina Shires. Jill has also been involved in the
Inland Highway proposal which links in with the Wool Track proposal.
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e It is anticipated that the technical expertise and the economic due diligence
(i.e. productivity) for each Shire will largely be undertaken internally.

e Once the regional and strategic roads have been identified for each Shire and
the information analysed and presented in a uniform format, the proposal will
be submitted to Infrastructure NSW for consideration. The minimum combined
total bid must exceed $100 million.

e Infrastructure NSW is a political election commitment by the Liberal National
Party Coalition.

e Bourke Council has included a bid of $40 million for the Bourke to Wanaaring
road.

e There is a necessity to confirm before 26 March 2011 whether Bourke Council
wants to be involved, and is prepared to contribute $5,000 towards the initial
scoping exercise.

Financial Implications:

e Mayor Andrew Lewis has used his delegated authority to approve the
commitment of $§5,000 towards the initial scoping exercise provided the Liberal
National Party Coalition wins the NSW State Election.

e The aim of the project is to attract significant additional Government funding
for upgrade and ongoing maintenance of regional and strategic roads within and
across shires.

Resolution

108/2011 Council resolved to commit to be involved in the Regional and
Strategic Roads proposal for western NSW, and to endorse the decision by Mayor
Andrew Lewis to commit $5,000 towards the initial scoping exercise provided
the Liberal National Party Coalition wins the NSW State Election.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
File No: D5.1
Report: 315/2011 Donation to Queensland Flood Appeal
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

e The Bourke community donated $4,139.60 to the Queensland Flood Appeal.
e This total includes $500 contributed by Council.

Resolution

109/2011Council resolved to note that $4,139.60 has been donated to the
Queensland Flood Appeal as coordinated by the Bourke Council, and Council
congratulates and thanks those people who contributed to the worthy cause,
including the Bourke Bowling Club which donated a further $2,000.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
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File No: C12.1
Report: 316/2011 Absence of General Manager from April Council Meeting
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

e Council are advised that Geoff Wise has a family commitment on the weekend
prior to the Council meeting on 18 April, with return travel commitments
preventing his attendance at the Council meeting.

e Arrangements will be made for an Acting General Manager for the short period
of absence.

Resolution

110/2011 Council resolved to note that the General Manager will be absent from
the Council Meeting on 18" April 2011 due to family reasons, and to be prepared
to accept an apology for the absence.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred

File No: R7.1, R7.10, E7.1

Report: 317/2011 Emergency Flood Road Access for Isolated Properties

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise General Manager

Introduction
At the Council meeting on 17t January, 2011, there were two resolutions thus:
e Council resolved to support the decisions of Council Management in relation
to flood access for isolated properties.
e Council resolved to consider emergency flood road access assistance at its
February meeting.

This report is to identify properties within the Bourke Shire Council that are
isolated from flood waters, the cost associated to construct access roads around
flood waters and the possibility of funding from the NSW Government to assist in
the construction of these roads.

Background

Prior to the January 2011 Council Meeting Council staff had received a number of
requests for assistance in constructing flood water access roads within the Council.
Staff followed up these requests by taking up initiatives on behalf of the property
owners to contact all possible avenues to acquire funding to carry out these
requests.

These requests were to the Emergency Management Response Unit, Regional
Coordinator for the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Regional SES Coordinator,
Duty SES Coordinator, Acting Regional Manager Country Energy, RAA and the
Bourke Rural Counselling Service. The response received for all of these inquiries
was “Nothing Available”. These requests and initiatives were reported to Council
on the 14™ January 2011 in a briefing paper titled “Requests from Stuart Le
Lievre for Council to Grade A Flood Road through Private Property”
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Further investigations were taken by the Manager of Roads to follow up for any
possible funding through the RTA for assistance. A proposal was put to the RTA
Area Asset Manager on the 21°* January 2011 for possible funding. This proposal
included an estimate to construct roads for all affected property owners in the
Bourke District. He was advised by the RTA Asset Area Manager as follows:

e After speaking with the SES and EMNSW it seems there were 35 properties
either side of the Darling River that were isolated by a 12.35 metre river at
Bourke. Potentially these could be isolated up until mid March. The
residents were advised by SES well before hand and the SES has the capacity
to resupply the properties if required.

A further proposal was put to the RTA Area Manager on the 24" January 2011 to
follow up for assistance for properties South of Louth who have requested Council
explores other avenues for funding. This proposal included construction of 30km
of road. This proposal was also rejected with the same response as above, which
was that the SES has the capacity to resupply the properties if required.

The Government Authorities do not seem to address the necessary movement of
produce or major rural supply needs, such as fuel.

All the information contained in this report relates to a river peaking at Bourke at
approximately 12.35 to 12.40 metres. A very recently revised predicted peak of
12.60 metres will no doubt result in additional isolated properties.

Summary
The Bourke Rural Counselling Service have identified the below areas cut off and
isolated being forced to use alternative roads and take detours as well as using
boats, 4x4 motorbikes etc to gain access to their properties.

e Weilmoringle Road and surrounding area - 18 adults, 7 children from 10

properties.

e Jobs Gate / Barringun and surrounding area - 11 adults, 4 children, and 10
properties.

e Wancobra west to Hungerford and surrounding area - 22 adults, 15 children,
15 properties.

e Fords Bridge and surrounding area - 7 adults, 3 children and 3 properties.

e Louth and southern surrounding area - 6 adults, 1 child, 6 properties.

e Beemery and Brewarrina shire boarder - 5 people.

e Total 44 properties

SES have identified 33 properties isolated along the Darling River see map
attached

Council feels it has explored every avenue to acquire funding to help restrict the
isolated areas the Bourke Shire Council. However the response from the Premiers
office has identified it to be more economical to use the services of the NSW SES
Department instead of supplying funding to Councils.
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The General Manager has taken the initiative to draft the following motion to the
Western Division Shires Conference. Confirmation that Council supports this
motion appears elsewhere in these Business Papers:

MOTION

The Western Group of Shires of NSW make representation to The NSW Ministers
for Local Government and Emergency Services seeking for a State Government
funded program to be developed to allow Councils to undertake emergency
works on non public roads through Western Lands Leases which are dedicated
as “flood roads”, subject to the agreement of the lease holders of the land.

Explanation

e Across the Western Division the remoteness of the region means there is not
the same degree of access to a network of public roads for rural property
owners as occurs elsewhere in NSW.

e In contrast to the eastern parts of NSW, across the Western Division floods
are infrequent, but when they occur they are invariably for an extenuated
period.

e Many roads throughout the Western Division parallel the watercourse
systems, and are therefore particularly prone to being cut by flood waters.

e Currently there are no provisions on Western Lands Leases for Councils to
assist isolated landholders, yet there are provisions through the RTA for
similar work to be undertaken by Councils on Crown Land.

e Property isolation can impose significant costs on Emergency Services in
providing aerial support during extended periods of isolation.

e Current emergency service strategies make no provisions for movement of
bulk rural supplies in, or farm produce out, from isolated properties. Due to
the extended nature of floods across the Western Division, such movements
are essential.

e A combination of the unique circumstances in the Western Division of
Western Lands Lease land tenure, limited public road options and slow
moving floods justifies special consideration for State Government support
for the rare occasions when strategic alternative private road access needs
to be considered across Western Lands Leases.

e The current provisions for similar work on Crown Lands potentially provide a
precedent.

Financial
The first proposal to the RTA for assistance to help all isolated areas in the Bourke
Shire was for $300,000.00

The second proposal to the RTA to help the people isolated South of Louth was
estimated to cost between $25,000.00 and $30,000.00.

Cr Davis returned to meeting 9.26am
Cr Ford returned to meeting 9.27am

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council.
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Resolution

111/2011 Council resolved to consider funding for the work on the south of
Louth flood road at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council subject to a report
being received.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: R6.12

Report: 318/2011 Fish “Kill” in Darling River

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e Commencing on 117" March 2011, a significant number of dead and stressed fish
were observed in the Darling River passing Bourke.

e Testing carried out by the Industry and Investment (Department of Fisheries) has
confirmed that the expected cause of the incident was lack of oxygen in the water.

e Attached is an Information Sheet issued by the General Manager, Bourke Shire
Council, and a report issued by Marcus Riches, Senior Fisheries Conservation
Manager, Fisheries Ecosystems | Primary Industries, Fisheries & Compliance
Industry & Investment NSW | 1243 Bruxner Hwy | Wollongbar NSW 2477.

1th

Resolution

112/2011 Council resolved to note the report in relation to a recent fish “kill”
in the Darling River.

Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
§Q\,L“Esllly%

S m € BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL INFORMATION SHEET

" 'y DARLING RIVER FISH "KILL” EVENT

MARCH 2011

WHAT HAVE WE SEEN?

e The Western Herald Newspaper of 10™ March 2010 included a feature photo taken earlier in
the week of carp struggling in large schools in the Dry Bogan.

e Significant numbers of dead and stressed fish were reported to be in the Darling River
passing Bourke Township on Friday, 11" March, 2011. These fish were reported to be
mainly carp and boney bream (forky tail).

e The event at Bourke has been continuous to the time of production of this newsletter on
15™ March, although fish numbers appear to be progressively reducing.

e Asof 15" March, reports from Brewarrina indicate that they are continuing to experience a
similar event passing their weir.

WHAT IS THE PRESUMED CAUSE?

e Advice from Fisheries Conservation Management staff from the Department of Industry and
Investment is that the fish “kill” is likely to be the result of very low levels of dissolved
oxygen in the water. Dissolved oxygen levels below 4mg/litre can cause significant stress to
aquatic life, levels below 1mg/litre can be fatal. These events can occur when poor water
quality on the floodplain starts to enter our river systems as floodwaters recede. Very low
dissolved oxygen water is sometimes also known as “black water”.
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WHAT ARE THE RISKS TO BOURKE FILTERED WATER SUPPLY?
e Council’s routine treatment of filtered water ensures there are no concerns regarding
drinking or washing in the Bourke filtered water.

WHAT ARE THE RISKS WITH UNFILTERED WATER SUPPLY?
e The unfiltered supply comes directly from the river to your tap, without any treatment.
e Inthe same way you are not likely to want to swim in the river, or drink the water in the
river at present, you should not drink your unfiltered (raw) water or wash in it.
e Itis always sensible to thoroughly wash garden vegetables in filtered water before
consumption.

WHAT CAN PEOPLE IN LOUTH DO DURING THE FISH "KILL"?

e This will depend on the severity of the fish “kill” by the time the event reaches Louth.

e People with a duel system of river water and bore water in their homes may choose to
switch solely to bore water for the duration of the fish “kill”.

e People with a dual system of river water and rain water in their homes may choose to switch
solely to rain water for the duration of the fish “kill”.

e People with only river water supply to their showers may choose to shower in the publicly
accessible showers in the Louth Park during the fish “kill”.

WHAT ARE OTHER UNPLEASANT FEATURES BEING EXPERIENCED?
e The smell and view of dead fish are certainly unpleasant and an unusual event for this
region, but unavoidable and untreatable. This natural event is occuring the entire length of
the local river system.

HOW LONG WILL THE EVENT LAST?

e Itis unknown how long the event, or the public health consequences of the event, will last.

HOW MANY FISH ARE INVOLVED?

e Itisimpossible to estimate exact numbers. On Sunday Geoff Wise made a rough estimate
that 100 fish on the water surface either dead or gasping for oxygen were passing the
Bourke wharf every second. This excluded fish under approximately 30 mm in length, and
any below visibility level. 100 per second equates to 8,640,000 per day. Five days at this
rate equate to approximately 40 million.

o There is absolutely no accuracy in this estimate, so make your own estimate of numbers
passing per second, multiply the estimate by 86,400 to estimate the number per 24 hours,
and then multiply the answer by the number of days.

WHAT HAS COUNCIL BEEN DOING RELATING TO THE FISH "KILL"?

e Council staff take water samples weekly to monitor the water quality.

e Council staff monitor the treatment regime for filtered water at the water treatment plant
daily, and make adjustments to the treatment process as required to ensure optimum
filtered water quality.

e Council management and staff have been in regular communication with appropriate
personnel in Fisheries Conservation Management within the Department of Industry and
Investment and in NSW Health to coordinate the investigation and response to this event.

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT BLACK WATER?
e Information on Black Water, fish “kills” and the Department of Industry and Investments fish
“kill” reporting protocol can be accessed on their Department’s website
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http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fisheries/habitat/threats/fish-kills/black-water-events-causing-
fish-kills-in-the-murray-and-murrumbidgee-river-catchments.. The following are extracts.

WHAT IS A BLACK WATER EVENT?

e Black water usually occurs in flooded wetlands or floodplains which have large
accumulations of organic material. It can also occur in rivers if large amounts of leafy or
woody material are washed in from storms.

e Black water is a natural part of the ecology of lowland river systems, causing water
discolouration and often low dissolved oxygen levels.

e Black water events can provide a valuable source of carbon to rivers which can stimulate fish
breeding and food production, but they can also create low levels of dissolved oxygen in
water which can be harmful to fish and other aquatic species.

e The two most important factors influencing the development of black water are the
temperature of the water and the amount of carbon (i.e. leafy litter and woody debris)
present.

WHERE HAS BLIACK WATER OCCURRED RECENTLY?
e Black water has been affecting sections of the Murray River (particularly large wetland
areas such as the Barnah-Millewa and Koondrook-Forests), Edward and Wakool river
systems, Lower Darling and Murrumbidgee Rivers.

HOW DOES BLACK WATER AFFECT AQUATIC SPECIES?
e Low levels of dissolved oxygen can cause stress (and even death) to fish, crayfish and
other animals which rely on oxygen in the water to breath.
e Black water events can and have resulted in a number of native fish deaths. Crayfish are
observed leaving the water and shrimp are often seen near the waters edge. Affected
fish can be observed gasping for air at the surface.

IS I'T SAFE TO EAT FISH IN SYSTEMS AFFECTED BY BLACK WATER?
e Itisimportant to use a commonsense approach. Do not eat fish that are dead when you find
them or that don’t look healthy when caught. Consumption of discoloured or unhealthy
looking fish may be a health risk due to their poor condition.

WHO SHOULD YOU REPORT FISH "KILLS" TO?
e Industry and Investment NSW is the lead agency for coordinating the response to fish kill
incidents. Fish “kills” can be reported to the Department’s 24 hour hotline on 1800 043 536.

Issued by:

Geoff Wise

General Manager
Bourke Shire Council
15™March 2011
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Fish Kill Update — Darling River, Bourke (17 March, 2011)

A significant fish kill was reported to the I&INSW (Fisheries) by Bourke Shire Council on
Friday 11 March 2011

Initial reports indicated significantly large numbers of dead and dying fish floating
downstream past the township of Bourke (estimates put the number in the millions during

the initial stages of the fish kill). Note it is very difficult to determine exact numbers.

& NSW (Fisheries) have undertaken an inspection of the Darling River from Tilpa to
Brewarrina, including the Bogan River and Macquarie River. Dead and dying fish have been

observed within the Darling River from above Brewarrina down-stream to Louth.

The main species identified in the kill included Common Carp (Cyprinus carpio) and Bony
Bream (Nematalosa erebi), with Spangled Perch (Leiopotherapon unicolour), Golden Perch
(Macquaria ambigua), the Common Yabby (Cherax destructor) and fresh water shrimp also

present.

Millions of fish were also observed schooling below the Brewarrina Weir on 17 March 2011
trying to move upstream and possibly being attracted to the better water quality conditions

due to mixing of water below the weir.

In-situ water quality readings using a water quality probe (see below) indicate the suspected
cause of the fish kill is asphyxiation resulting from extremely low dissolved oxygen (DO)

levels in the water. Fish samples have been collected for further analysis.

In-situ Water Quality readings (16-17 March, 2011)

Site DO pH | Temp

(mg/L) (°c)
Tilpa (Bridge) 2.9 5.0 | 27.1
Louth (Bridge) 1.88 5.8 | 27.0
Gunderbooka (500m upstream of Humes ck) 0.6 5.8 | 28.0
Bourke (weir pool) 1.4 5.4 | 28.2
Bourke (north Bourke) 1.2 5.6 | 28.0
Bogan River (Bogan Bridge) 2.45 5.4 | 27.8
Brewarrina (below weir) 1.33 5.4 | 27.0
Brewarrina (above weir) 0.66 5.4 | 27.0
Barwon River (Bing Bridge- above confluence with Macquarie River) 2.35 5.5 | 27.0
Macquarie River (down stream of confluence of Macquarie and 3.79 5.4 | 27.9
Castlereagh River

# note: Water quality readings were taken approx. 300cm below water surface using a Horiba U-10 water quality

probe.

e Low DO events are a natural part of the ecology of lowland river systems. These events

occur naturally due to the rapid breakdown of organic matter on the floodplain causing
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water discolouration and often low DO levels. The unprecedented weather conditions of
prolonged drought followed by rain and heavy flooding have contributed to the severity of

the current event.

e These events can provide a valuable source of carbon to rivers which can stimulate fish
breeding and food production, however, low levels of DO can be harmful to fish and other
aquatic species. Low levels of DO (<5mg/L) can cause stress (and even death) to fish, crayfish

and other animals which rely on oxygen in the water to breathe.

e It is unknown how long this event will last. The two most important factors influencing the
development of low DO events are temperature of the water and the amount of carbon (i.e.

organic matter) present.
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT

File No: F1.1

Report:418/2011 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 28.2.2011

Balances as per Bank Statement 774,728.27
Plus: Deposit not shown 29,136.90
Less: Unpresented Cheques 32,152.67
Less: Unpresented EFTPOS 48.65
Balance as per Cash Book 771,663.85

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 28.2.2011

Fund or Account

Current Balance

Overdraft Statutory Limit

General 1,984,678.74 5,345,500.00
Water 1,680,800.06
Sewer 1,910,020.61
Trust 99,514.52

Total Funds

5,675,013.93

Investments as at 28.2.2011

National Australia Bank 312,474.21 5.7% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 314,632.48 | 5.72% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 236,373.01 | 5.64% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 304,194.25 5.6% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 520,746.17 5.6% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 316,461.48 5.6% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 304,231.24 | 5.46% | 60 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 308,439.64 5.6% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 808,120.01 5.6% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 416,698.29 | 5.61% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 435,737.37 | 5.63% | 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 625,241.93 | 5.67% | 90 Days | A1+
Total Investments 4,903,350.08

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General)
Regulation 2005 is certified that the above investments have been made under
Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy.

Reconciliation at 28.2.2011

Balance as per cash book 771,663.85
Investments 4,903,350.08
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 5,675,013.93

This is page 26 of 63 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in
the Council Chambers at 9.00am




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in the
Council Chambers at 9.00am.

Statement of Bank Balances as at 28.2.2011

Balance Transaction Balance
31.1.2011 28.2.2011

General Fund 1,972,771.16 11,907.58 1,984,678.74
Water Fund 1,517,830.75 162,969.31 1,680,800.06
Sewer Fund 1,903,772.97 6,247.64 1,910,020.61
Trust Fund 93,828.79 5,685.73 99,514.52
Investments -4,846,694.52 -56,655.56 -4,903,350.08
Totals 641,509.15 130,154.70 771,663.85
Balance of all Funds as at 31.1.2011 641,509.15
Add Receipts for

(a) Rates 407,670.39

(b) Other Cash 1,227,794.40
Deduct payments for

(a) Paid since last meeting 1,448,654.53

(b) New Investment 56,655.56
Balance as at 28.2.2011 771,663.85

Resolution

113/2011 Council resolved that the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash
Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 28"
February 2011 be noted.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Ford Carried

Leonie Brown
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES

File No: F1.1

Report:419/2011 Investment Report as at 28" February2011

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Introduction

Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation
2005, the Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s
Investment portfolio on a monthly basis.

Background

The format of the report has been updated to incorporate the requirements of
Investment Guidelines released by the Division of Local Government on the 25
May 2010 and incorporate the new corporate reporting format.

Issues
e |Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines
and Council’s Investment Policy
e Statutory obligations are being met
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e Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied

Assessment
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines
Local Government Act 1993
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005

The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General
Manager to the Manager of corporate Services.

2. Financial Implications/Consideration
The revised 2010/11 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as
$200,000 which represents an estimated return of 4%. This revenue is split
proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a
monthly basis in accordance with cashflow requirements.

The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 28" February 2011 is
$4,903,350.08.

3. Policy Provisions - Council Policy and Procedure
Policy 1.8.10 - Investment Policy adopted 29'" November 2010.
Ministerial Investment Order - 12*" January 2011

4. Strategic Implications - Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements

Investment Portfolio
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows

Term Deposits

National Australia Bank 312,474.21 5.7% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 314,632.48 5.72% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 236,373.01 5.64% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 304,194.25 5.6% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 520,746.17 5.6% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 316,461.48 5.6% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 304,231.24 5.46% 60 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 308,439.64 5.6% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 808,120.01 5.6% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 416,698.29 5.61% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 435,737.37 5.63% 90 Days | A1+
National Australia Bank 625,241.93 5.67% 90 Days | A1+
Total Investments 4,903,350.08

Percentage of Total Portfolio 100%
Average Investment Yield 5.61%
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Portfolio Performance
The 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 28" February 2011 was 4.91%
whilst the 11am Cash Rate was 4.75%.

Discussions/Comments
The Investment portfolio increased by $56,655.56 for the month due to interest
income received for the period.

Certification - Responsible Accounting Officer

| hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made
in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of
the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy.

Resolution

114/2011 Council resolved:
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 28"
February 2011 be received and noted.
2. That the Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted
and the report adopted.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
File No: R2.5

Report:420/2011 Rates write-off - Assessment 1284-10000-3
Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

The above assessment is vacant land located at Lot 44 Belalie Street, Enngonia.
Recent information received by Council show that rates were levied in error for
the 2010/11 period as the Land is owned by the Local Aboriginal Land Council. In
accordance with section 555 (1) g of the Local Government Act, as this property is
vacant land owned by Local Aboriginal Land Council it should be exempt from land
rates.

Rates levied for the period 1July 2010 to 30 June 2011 total $180.26.

Resolution

115/2011 Council resolved to write-off rates for assessment 1284-10000-3 to
the value of $180.26 for the 2010/2011 rating period.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
File No: P4.2

Report:421/2011 2011/2014 Management Plan Timetable

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Discussion/Comment
It is proposed that a workshop be held at the Town Committee Meeting to be held
6" April 2011 to discuss the Capital Works Program, Long Term Maintenance

This is page 29 of 63 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in
the Council Chambers at 9.00am




Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in the
Council Chambers at 9.00am.

Programs and any potential changes to the current Rating Structure. The Rate
Pegging increase has been set by IPART at 2.8% for the 2011/2012 Management
Plan.

Council has been notified by the Division of Local Government that it has an Excess
result of $3,554 from the 2010/11 Statement of Compliance. This Excess Rating
Income must be included in the 2011/12 Financial Year. Rates Staff have
conducted some preliminary modelling to reduce the categories in Farmland.

There are currently six categories including General Farmland, Farmland Irrigable
Low, Farmland Irrigable Moderate, Farmland Irrigable Moderate/High, Farmland
High and Farmland Very High. As a result of this modelling a total increase of
$35234.40 will be available for the 20111/12 budget.

Issues

It is suggested that the following timetable be adopted:

Date Function

Wednesday 6™ April Workshop to discuss Capital Works Program, Long Term
2011 Maintenance and Rating Structure

Monday 18™ April 2011 | Draft Management Plan (considered as part of April 2011
Council Meeting) and place on public exhibition

Monday 2" May 2011 Disseminate required public notice calling for submissions
on Draft Management Plan

Monday 30" May 2011 | Submissions from the public close

Monday 20™ June 2011 | Management Plan adopted (at normal monthly council
meeting

Legislative Provisions

Council is required to place its Management Plan for the coming three years on
public exhibition for a minimum of twenty eight days and must consider any
submissions made by the public.

Financial Considerations
Variable

Options
Various - in accordance with Councillors’ availability

Resolution

116/2011 Council resolved to note the information in regards to 2011/2014
Management Plan Timetable

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
File No: F1.1

Report:422/2011 Capital Expenditure Guidelines

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services
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Background

In December, 2010 the Division of Local Government Department of Premier and
Cabinet released the Capital Expenditure Guidelines pursuant to section 23A of the
Local Government Act 1993.

These Guidelines have been developed to assist councils prepare Capital
Expenditure Reviews as part of the council’s budgeting process. They are designed
to ensure council’s approach to considering proposed capital works projects is
consistent and precise so as to allow the merits of the projects to be compared
with the resource allocation required for the “whole of life of the project”.

Issues

These new guidelines apply to capital projects for infrastructure facilities,
including renovations and extensions that are expected to cost in excess of 10% of
council’s ordinary rate revenue or $1,000,000 whichever ids the greater (GST
exclusive). Where anticipated cost of a project is estimate to be greater than
$10,000,000 further additional requirements will need to be completed.

The following lists projects which are exempt from the guidelines but, in
accordance with best practice, it is anticipated that council will apply the
principles of these guidelines to all capital projects.
¢ Capital expenditure on land purchases, land remediation, water supply
networks, sewerage networks, storm water drainage, domestic waste
management facilities, roads, footpaths, bridges;
¢ Projects where funding has been approved under Public Reserves
Management Fund Act 1987;
e Projects that are classified as Public-Private Partnerships;
e Projects designs and feasibility studies that do not commit council to the
project (these costs are to be included at a later date if council decides at
a later date to proceed with the project)

Legislative Provisions

The Capital Expenditure Guidelines have been issued pursuant to section 23A of
the Local Government Act 1993. Council will be required to go through the
processes set out within guidelines when considering whether or not to undertake
a capital works project that meets the criteria.

Financial Consideration
Future Capital Works programs will be examined under the regulations set out
within the guidelines for approval.

Resolution

117/2011 Council resolved to note the information in regards to Capital
Expenditure Guidelines.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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DELEGATES REPORT

File No: L8.5
Report: 605/2011 Western Division Conference 2011
Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services

Report:

e Brewarrina Shire Council hosted the Annual Conference of the Western
Division Shires Association of NSW from 27" February to 1st March 2011.

e Approximately 100 delegates attended, with all 13 member Councils
represented.

e Bourke Council was represented by Mayor Lewis, Deputy Mayor Stutsel, and
Councillors Mitchell, Holmes (Monday only), and the Manager of Corporate
Services.

e The conference was opened by Hon Steve Whan, MP

e Motions submitted by Bourke Shire Council which were carried related to:

o Representation to the Attorney General expressing Council’s concern
of Court Officials overriding Police bail determinations.

o Representation to the NSW Ministers for Local Government and
Emergency Services seeking for a State Government funded program
to be developed to allow Councils to undertake emergency works on
public roads through Western Land Leases which are dedicated as
“flood roads”, subject to the agreement of lease holders of the land.

o Write to senior management within Telstra in relation to the
deterioration of effective and efficient maintenance services across
western NSW over the last year or so, which coincides with the
reduction in Telstra technicians being located across this region and
seeking immediate action to improve Telstra maintenance services
across western NSW.

o Representation to the Premier to instigate procedures such that
Government Departments and instrumentalities are subject to the
same revenue raising restrictions as Local Government

o Representation to the RTA seeking that urgent attention be taken for
the removal of vegetation from the shoulders of the highway between
Byrock and Nyngan

o Representation to the RTA seeking an exemption on any proposed
restrictions on the load width for carriage of wool bales

e A motion submitted by Bourke Shire Council which was lost related to:

o Representation to the LGSA, Prime Minister, Commonwealth Minister
for Water, Tony Windsor and Local Parliamentary Members seeking to
have the Commonwealth Government provide grants thus; for every $
spent by the Commonwealth Government in water buyback from the
Murray Darling Basin, an equivalent $ should be granted by the
Commonwealth Government to the Local Council in which the water
buyback occurred, to allow the Council to determine the most
appropriate use of the funds to contribute towards the structural
adjustment necessary because of water buyback.
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A new executive team was elected to lead the Western Division Councils. The
Mayor of Carrathool, Councillor Peter Laird was elected President, former
President Cr Ray Longfellow from Central Darling is Vice President, Wentworth
Mayor Margaret Thomson and Mayor of Lachlan Des Manwaring have filled the other
executive positions.

Resolution

118/2011 Council resolved to note the Delegates Report regarding the Annual
Conference of the Western Division Councils of NSW.
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

File No: C6.5
Report: 705/2011 OH&S Committee Meeting Minutes, Wednesday, 16th
February 2011
Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services
PRESENT & APOLOGIES
Outdoor Staff
Hull Jay v" | Frank Kerr A | Combe Sandy A
Tiffen Denis v" | Wilson Phil AP | Harding Les 4
Ryan Nathan - OHS Officer | v© | Bartley John A
George Clarry AP | Shane Hopley 4
Indoor Staff
Hatch Jodi - Library AP | McCorkle Matthew - | v | McKenna Karen - HR
Roads Assistant Chair Officer
Crain Carolyn - AP | Tiffen Letiticia - v | Pat Toombs BO ‘ B
Environmental-Minutes Admin- Centre
Management
Brown Leonie - MCS AP | Wilder Bernie - MENV | v* | Phil Johnston - MTD
Gray Bruce - MTS v" | Dorrington Cec - Cr v" | Brown Peter -
W&WWM
Wise Geoff - GM AP | Gordon Mark - MRS v

MEETING OPENED: 10.05am

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous Meeting held on Wednesday 11™" August 2010 were
accepted as a true and accurate record.

Moved Les Harding Seconded Peter Brown Carried

BUSINESS ARISING

Visitor Register Engineering Department
Completed

Contractor Packs
Completed

Minutes - Outdoor Staff not receiving Minutes
No complaints from staff not receiving minutes

First Aid Kits Compression Bandages
Completed

This is page 34 of 63 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in
the Council Chambers at 9.00am



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in the
Council Chambers at 9.00am.

OHS Committee Members not turning up to Meetings

Northern Sector Team Leader voiced that attending the Meetings for the next
upcoming calendar months they most probably will not be able to attend due to
work commitments on the highways. It was discussed that it was their
responsibility if they cannot attend these meetings they are required to organize a
representative to fill in. MTD also mentioned that these meetings are important
and need to go ahead when scheduled.

OHS Secretary will look into who has had previously sat on the Committee and
make up a representative list.

OHS Committee Member Vacancy - Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre Staff
Vacancy filled - Pat Toombs

OHS Committee Member Vacancy - Outdoor Staff
OHS Secretary to talk with Roads Manager to look for a replacement

OHS Committee Member Vacancy - Environmental Secretary Maternity Leave
MENYV to approach relieving Environmental Secretary to stand in while on leave

OHS Training New Members
Awaiting next available dates

Electrical Cords at Camp Sites

OHS Officer to approach MCS to see if it would be viable for the OHS Officer to
undertake training to carry out test and tagging to save ongoing costs to council, or
to check who else on Council has already done this training and have them
complete test and tagging.

OHS Officer Report for August, September, October 2010 - February 2011

Weekly Park Inspection have been conducted and carried out
» Central, Jones, Percy Hobson, Rotary, Mercy, Waters, Port of Bourke, Alf
Edwards Wharf Park and Crossley Engine, Railway Tourist Office Park.

Monthly Inspections have been conducted and carried out
» Boat Ramp, Fishing Reserve, Maritime trail, Old North Bourke Bridge,
Virginia Truck stop, Nancy Bird Terminal, Trucking yards, Vision way.
» Ovals: - Davidson, Boomerang, Coolican, Renshaw, Dry lake.
» Cemetery, Back O Bourke Centre, Bourke Golf Club / Course, Senior Citizens
and the Medical / Doctor Complex.

Jandra Paddleboat: - Looked over standard operating procedures and emergency
response procedures

Monitoring and reviewing all work method statements for annual review

Daily worksite visits: - in town worksite visits and Bush crews

Check contractor’s paperwork mulching on highways

Orana Fire: - 6 monthly check on all council’s fire extinguishers

Zokal: - Serviced all safety equipment
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Meeting with Lewis Perry from Statewide Mutual in regards to our OH&S Audit for
2010 spoke about contractor guidelines

Working with Neil Driscoll on Heavy Vehicle Permit for towing of graders for fuel
trailer, caravan, multi combination

Travelled to Wanaaring to visit Building Service

Visited Grader crew between Fords Bridge & Louth

Investigating ongoing risk & accidents

Frequent checks on all paperwork filled out by staff members this is to be
completed and filled out right

Footpath and Telstra pit Inspections ongoing

Looked at WorkCover’s web page on a weekly basis: - New information, safety
alerts

2011
e Induction given to 2 new employees for indoor staff and 3 for outdoor staff

e Travelled to Wanaaring to visit grader gang at snake gully-Fords Bridge and
Lower Lila

e Induction for Walker Bridge Contractor at Central Park

e Safety alert newsletters on notice board at depot and pigeon hole

e Bitumen gang mowing SH 7 & MR 421 Highway, visit slashing crew on the
Mitchell Highway

e Visit building gang at wharf fixing hand rail

e Visit town services at wharf to fix pump not working

e Workplace inspection Parks & Gardens shed pool and store

e Updating Induction booklet for new employees

e Hand out service bulletin for shire’s crane to fitters, town services and
crossroad tyre and Beaurepaires

e Help put signs up at Piano gully

e Travelled to Hopelands to visit grader gang

e Town Services fixing pot hole on the corner of Anson Street on Cobar Road,
Induction into job site by Town Services staff

e Visit Town Services at Coolican oval with the new cricket pitch

Nathan Ryan

OHS OFFICER

Cr Dorrington asked if there were any issues arising from OHS Report; OHS Officer
replied there were no issues at any inspections

Injuries/Accidents
e Staff Member jarred back whilst on ladder - no time lost
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GENERAL BUSINESS

OHS Worksite Inspections Calendar

Outstanding Worksite Inspections tabled and discussed with inspections to be
carried out when they are due, if you are rostered on and cannot attend it is the
OHS Committee member’s responsibility to organize for someone else to replace
them.

RTA Heavy Vehicle also to be added onto the calendar for the March Inspection.

Worksite Inspections Completed

Bourke Olympic Swimming Pool 13/01/2011
Parks & Garden Shed 13/01/2011

Depot Store completed 08/02/2011

OHS Safety Incident Bourke Renshaw Complex Levee Bank

On Saturday 12" January 2011 at approximately 9.00am a contracted Excavator
Working for Council on the levee at the Renshaw Complex hit power lines while
trying to vacate the worksite after having trouble with unruly juveniles entering
the worksite and hanging off the plant they were continuously asked to leave the
area but took no notice so a decision was made by the operator to shut down the
excavator and pack up when manoeuvring off the levee and trying not to hit them
he hit the power lines no juveniles were hurt but the operator spent some time in
hospital for observation and was released later that day. Manager of Services said
that a strategy has been put in place for any other incidents of this kind should one
ever take place that there be an immediate shutdown of operations until the
Police arrive and deal with the situation.

The Contractor owner has notified WorkCover and paperwork has been completed
online.

A Full documentation will be presented at the next OHS Meeting

Recommendation: Contractor to contact the Bourke Police Station if any issues
arise with juveniles in the area when work on the levees is in progress.

MEETING CLOSED
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.05am. The next meeting
to be held on 13" April 2011 @ 10.00am in the Bourke Shire Chambers

Resolution

119/2011 Council resolved to note the Minutes from the OH&S Committee
Meeting held on Wednesday, 16th February 2011.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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File No: C6.5

Report: 706/2011 Consultative Committee Meeting Minutes, Wednesday,
16th February 2011

Responsible Officer: | Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services

Robyn Collett (Senior Finance /| Leonie Brown (Manager of AP
Officer)Indoor Rep Corporate Services)Manager
Rep
Richard Stephens (Team Leader - I | Peter Brown (Relieving Manager | /
W&WW) Outdoor Rep Water & Waste Water) Manager
Rep
Bruce Gray (Manager of Services) /| Carolyn Crain (Environmental AP
LGSA Engineers Rep Support Officer)indoor Rep
Jodi Hatch (Manager AP | Mark Gordon (Manager of A
Library)Manager Rep Roads)Chair Manager Rep
Terry Rankmore. (Team Leader /| Bernie Wilder(Manager A
Parks and Gardens/ Union Rep) Environmental
Services)Manager Rep
Terry Dray (Union) v Clarrie George (Transport) AP
Outdoor Rep
Neil Driscoll (Workshop Foreman) /| Mayor Andrew Lewis Council A
Outdoor Rep Rep
Denis Tiffen (Team Leader - I Karen McKenna (Secretary) AP
Northern Sector) Outdoor Rep
Matthew McCorkle (Roads Assistant) | AP | Scott Parnaby A
Indoor Rep (Relief)(Transport Sector)
Outdoor Rep
Melanie Hayman (Creditors) Indoor
Rep

MEETING CHAIRED BY: Mark Gordon
Meeting Opened: 11.05pm

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Motion: The Minutes of the meeting held on 10" November 2010 were moved
as accurate.

Moved: Robyn Collett 2": Denis Tiffen Carried

BUSINESS ARISING

8.07.01 Camping Out Agreement
Ongoing - currently with the General Manager

11.02.01 Skills progression for General Hand - Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre
Step 3 Remove Painting
Step 4 Remove Certificate in Horticulture

Remove Plant identification
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Approved with said changes
Moved: Phil Johnston 2": Terry Rankmore Carried

GENERAL BUSINESS

11.02.02 Senior IT Officer

If essential Criteria is met than position should be Grade 5

Moved: Bernie Wilder 2": Ppeter Brown Carried

11.02.03 Trainee IT Officer

Insert education level requirements in Desirable criteria. Also need to explore if
funding is available for this traineeship.

Moved: Bernie Wilder 2"9: Peter Brown Carried

General discussion took place around the table in relation to “School Work
experience”.

The general consensus around the table was that it is of no benefit to Council to
have work experience students in the workplace. However if it was to be a part of
a School-based traineeship that would be fine as they had a set humber of hours
(100 hours in a two year period) that must be worked and in that time the students
can become an asset to the organization.

MEETING CLOSED
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.40am

NEXT MEETING
13™ April 2011 at 11.00am

Resolution

120/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Consultative
Committee Meeting Minutes of 16 February 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
File No: V1.7

Report: 707/2011 Village Committee tour to Wanaaring

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

Report:

e Mayor Lewis, Deputy Mayor Stutsel and Councillors Bartley, Collis-
McAnespie, Davis, Ford, and Hollman, and five senior Managers visited
Wanaaring on 14" March 2011 and met with local community members in a
meeting facilitated by Wanaaring and District Progress Association (WADPA).
Approximately 25 local residents participated.

e The major topic of discussion related to the road between Bourke and
Wanaaring.

e Residents presented a number of points and raised a number of issues and
questions, each of which was addressed by Council representatives.
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e Roads Manager Gordon presented the power point presentation he gave to a
regional roads summit held in Gilgandra in February.

e |t was agreed that the roads committee of the WADPA would develop a
submission for discussion with the Roads Manager in relation to future road
works for the Bourke to Wanaaring road.

e The agenda was then expanded to discuss the development of a Community
Strategic Plan, and to seek inputs to the development of Council’s budget
for 2011/12. A number of suggestions were offered and the WADPA agreed
to provide further input to the Community Strategic Plan.

Resolution

121/2011 Council resolved to note the report of the Village Committee tour to

Wanaaring held on 14" March 2011.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Hollman Carried

This is page 40 of 63 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in
the Council Chambers at 9.00am



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 28" March 2011 in the
Council Chambers at 9.00am.

LATE PAPER - MOTION FROM COUNCILLORS

File No: T4.3
Report: 1/2011 Committee for sale of Motel Site
Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

e On 21 March 2011 a motion, as attached, was submitted by Councillors
Stutsel and Holmes thus:

“That Council form a committee to specifically deal with the sale of the
motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre”.
Moved: Cr Stutsel Seconded: Cr Holmes

Motion

Council resolves to form a committee to specifically deal with the sale of the
motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Holmes

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council.

Resolution

122/2011 Council resolved to form a committee to specifically deal with the
sale of the motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: P1.8

Report: 2/2011 Rescission Motion re Renshaw Oval

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

e 0On 22"¥ March 2011 Councillor Mitchell submitted a rescission motion
relating to the resolution concerning Renshaw Oval.

e On 24" March 2011 a rescission motion was submitted signed by Councillors
Mitchell, Ford and Hollman, thus:
“That we three Councillors move to rescind motion number 483/2011”.

e The following is resolution Number 483/2010 from the Council Meeting on
29" November 2010:
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Resolution

483/2010 Council resolved to:

o note the information in the Town Committee Meeting Minutes of the 10™
November 2010, and;

° adopt the recommendations that Council;

o Collaborate with the group interested in developing an additional irrigated playing
field in Bourke to invest the funding in one or more projects in the sporting
precinct area between PCYC and Coolican Oval, focused on no net increase in town
water usage, (e.g. underground irrigation system at Davidson Oval), with Council
potentially being able to augment the project funding and

o Refuses to allow any development on Boomerang Oval at this stage, due to the
inconsistencies with Council’s management exposures.

\Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Bartley Carried

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council.

Resolution
123/2011Council resolved to rescind motion number 483/2010.
Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Ford Carried

Cr Bartley left the meeting 9.53am
Cr Bartley returned to the meeting 9.55am

Resolution 10.04 am

124/2011 Council resolved to suspend standing orders to present Nathan Williams with
the Sports Person of the Year Award.
Moved Cr Collis-McAnespie Seconded Cr Davis Carried

Resolution 10.08 am

125/2011 Council resolved to resume standing orders.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: P1.8

Report: 2/2011 Follow-up to Rescission Motion re Renshaw Oval
Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

e On 24" March 2011 a follow-up motion to the rescission motion was
submitted, signed by Councillors Mitchell, Ford and Hollman, thus:
“That Council carefully assess the development of the Renshaw area in
conjunction with Outback Division and relative aboriginal bodies and to
appeal the imposition of the 2300 mg restriction notified by Office of
Water on July 28™ 2010 under the provisions of the Water Act 1912”.
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Resolution

126/2011 Council resolved to carefully assess the development of the Renshaw
area in conjunction with Outback Division and relevant Aboriginal bodies and to
appeal the imposition of the 2300 ML restriction notified by Office of Water on

July 28" 2010 under the provisions of the Water Act 1912.

Moved Mitchell Seconded Cr Ford Carried
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PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE

File No: C8.9.10

Report: 908/2011 | Bail Conditions

Author: Barry Collier MP, Parliamentary Secretary Assisting the
Attorney General

Letter of response from Barry Collier, MP on behalf of the Hon. John Hatzistergos
MLC, regarding correspondence sent to the Attorney General on Bail Conditions.

Resolution

127/2011 Council resolves to note the report from Barry Collier MP,
Parliamentary Secretary Assisting the Attorney General in relation to Bail
Conditions.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: C2.2

Report: 909/2011 | Korea War Veterans Association - NSW
Author: Jim Reardon, Recognition Secretary

Requesting that Council purchase and erect a commemorative plaque, Korea War
1950-1956 to be erected on Council’s memorial.

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council.

Resolution

128/2011 Council resolved to send a letter to Jim Reardon, Recognition
Secretary, requesting a plaque for Korea War Veterans to be placed at the War
Memorial.

Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Hollman Carried
File No: A4.3

Report: 910/2011 | Advertising - 2CUZFM

Author: Mick Williams, Chairman Muda Aboriginal Corporation

Offering Council the opportunity to advertise through 2CUZFM which covers a wide
and diverse audience across Western NSW.

Resolution

129/2011 Council resolved that further investigation be carried out with regard
to costings and report back to Council.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Bartley Carried
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File No: L8.5 - A7.3
Report: 911/2011 | USU Campaign to Protect Local Government
Author: Graeme Kelly, General Secretary - United Services Union

Seeking Council’s support in a campaign to seek answers to important questions
regarding the future of the NSW Local Government.

Resolution

130/2011 Council resolved to note the correspondence from Graeme Kelly,
General Secretary - United Services Union relating to the future of Local
Government.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred

File No: R6.9.3.1

Report: 912/2011 | Guide to the Basin Plan & the Australian Government’s
Water Buybacks

Author: The Hon. Tony Burke, MP - Minister for Sustainability,
Environment, Water, Population & Communities

Responding to Council’s letter and advising that the Australian Government is
committed to delivering a healthy river system, strong regional communities and
sustainable food production and also advising that he does not support a
moratorium on water buybacks.

Resolution

131/2011 Council resolved to note the correspondence from The Hon. Tony
Burke, MP - Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population &
Communities in relation to the Guide to the Basin Plan & the Australian
Government’s Water Buybacks.

Moved Cr Mitchell Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

File No: D5.2

Report: 913/2011 | 2011 Outback Rugby League Challenge

Author: Margaret Gordon, Coordinator & Janine Milgate, Assistant
Principal, Bourke Public School

Requesting in-kind support in the amount of $250.00 to assist the School in holding
the 2011 Outback Rugby League Challenge.

Recommendation:
For consideration of Council.

132/2011 Council resolved to support the in-kind support to assist the School in
holding the 2011 Outback Rugby League Challenge.
Moved Cr Hollman Seconded Cr Mitchell Carried
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File No: V1.7

Report: 914/2011 Correspondence from Wanaaring and District Progress
Association

Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:
 Seven Councillors and five senior Managers visited Wanaaring on 14" March
2011 and met with local community members in a meeting facilitated by
Wanaaring and District Progress Association (WADPA).
e On 21 March a letter was received from the Secretary WADPA, thanking
Council for their participation, and providing suggestions for the ongoing
improvement to the road between Bourke and Wanaaring.

Resolution

133/2011 Council resolved to note the correspondence from the Wanaaring and
District Progress Association and to note that Council management has agreed
to work with the roads committee of the Wanaaring and District Progress
Association in relation to the ongoing development of the road between Bourke
and Wanaaring.

Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Bartley Carried
File No: V1.7

Report: 915/2011 Correspondence from Rosanne Standfield
Responsible Officer: | Geoff Wise, General Manager

Background:

e Council is holding a number of meetings throughout the Shire seeking
community input to the development of a Community Strategic Plan. All
responses are to be given to Council Management to prepare a draft Plan for
consideration of Council.

e At the Village Committee meeting held at Wanaaring on 14" March,
community members were asked for suggestions in contributing to the
development of a Community Strategic Plan.

e Rosanne Standfield has responded on 21%* March with the request that her
response be tabled at the next Council meeting.

e Correspondence from Rosanne Standfield of 23" March is also attached,
being a copy of a letter she has written to Local Member Kevin Humphries in
relation to upgrading the Bourke to Wanaaring road.

Resolution

134/2011 Council resolved to note the correspondence from Rosanne
Standfield of 20th March, and respond indicating that her suggestions will be
considered within the development of the Community Strategic Plan, and
thanking her for her support to upgrade the Bourke to Wanaaring road.
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Bartley Carried
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Resolution at 11.00am

135/2011 Council resolved to Suspend Standing Orders to hear report from Bourke
Police Superintendent Michael Thomas and Detective Inspector Luke Rankin.
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

Resolution at 11.19am

136/2011 Council resolved to resume standing Orders.
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

Resolution at 11.19am

137/2011 Council resolved to move into Closed Session of Council.
Moved Cr Hollman Seconded Cr Collis McAnespie Carried

Resolution at 11.40am

138/2011 Council resolved to move out of Closed Session.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Collis-McAnespie Carried
Resolution

139/2011Council resolved to adopt all motions from closed session.

Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
Resolution

140/2011Council resolved to accept the quote from EnviroAg at $27,850.00 ex GST to
undertake the Walkden’s Bore Pipeline Review of Environmental Factors.
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

Resolution

141/2011 Council resolved to:

1. accept one quotation for the Bourke Wharf Restoration Project under
exemption in Council’s Procurement Policy for the project being of a specialist
nature.

2. accept the quotation of $49,604.50 from Walker Bridge Maintenance for the
Bourke Wharf Restoration Project.

Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

Resolution

142/2011 Council resolved to bring a report to next Council Meeting on employing a
qualified Civil Engineer to the Director of Engineering Services.
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried

Resolution

143/2011 Council resolved for the Mayor to negotiate with the General Manager to
extend his Contract for a further twelve months.
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried
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BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL

Activity Reports

Council Meeting, Monday, 28" March 2011
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT

File No: E7.1
Report: 103/2011 Works Completed
Responsible Officer: Phil Wilson / Works Supervisor

The following information outlines works completed between the 28" January 2011 and 11" March
2011.

1. NORTH SECTOR - Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out

RLR 19 Dungarvon Full grade completed

Town Levee Banks Mixing gravel in progress

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Shoulder widening in progress
Heavy patching completed

State Highway 7 North Bourke-Barringun Shoulder widening in progress
Heavy patching in progress

MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Full grade completed

2. SOUTH SECTOR - Trevor Thomas/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out

MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Full grade completed
100 Mile Plain- water drained off & built up

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Shoulder widening in progress
Heavy patching completed

State Highway Slashing in progress

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Weilinga/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out

Other Moving various plant

Town Services Carting gravel for town levee banks

State Highways Carting aggregate for patching
Carting aggregate for reseals

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Shoulder widening in progress
Heavy patching completed

State Highway 7 North Bourke-Barringun Shoulder widening in progress

Heavy patching in progress

4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR - John Bartley/Team Leader

Location Work Carried Out

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets

SH 7 North & South Pothole patching

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Pothole patching & resealing completed
SH 29 Bourke-Brewarrina Pothole patching

State Highway 7 North Bourke-Barringun Shoulder widening in progress

Heavy patching in progress
Pothole patching
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5. PARKS & GARDENS - Terry Rankmore/Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

General

All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out
Davidson Oval watered

Sporting grounds mowed

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained

Public Toilets cleaned and maintained

General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities

Cemetery

Assist with graves

Small Plant

Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant

Works Requests

Actioned and ongoing

Renshaw Complex

General Maintenance carried out

Central Park

International Women’s Day- Extra Bins

6. BUILDING SERVICES - Paul Faulkner/Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

Work Requests

Actioned and ongoing

Council

Depot Workshop: Completed guttering & downpipes
Railway Flat: Completed Guttering & downpipe
Caravan 80 & 91: Inspections for repairs
Office: Repair door in engineering

Set mice traps

Clean out guttering over chambers
Golf Club: Cleaned out frogs in air-conditioner
Discuss re-location of Meals on Wheels

Villages

LOUTH: Took photos of completed works at Community Hall

7. TOWN SERVICES - Troy H

ayman/Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

Works Requests

Daily

Cemetery

Graves: 17/2/2011
20/2/2011
1/3/ 2011

Rest Areas

Weekly removal of rubbish and cleaning of rest areas

Graffiti Removal

Ongoing

Staff Training

Nil

Sundry Debtors

S/D-920313 gravel
S$/D-920314 sand

S/D-920315 MAAS Construction
S/D-920316 High School
S$/D-920317 crane

S/D-920318 gravel
S$/D-920319 crane

S$/D-920320 red sand

Cold Mix

Cold mix old grid MR 404

Cold mix road edge Moculta Street
Cold mix grid SH 7 North

Cold mix laneway entrance

General

Wash bay Renshaw

Rubbish Pool

Dug out corner blow out filled with gravel
Gypsum & water levee banks

Gravel road edge Warraweena Street
Concrete cricket pitch Coolican Oval

Kill ant’s in Main Street
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Paint “NO BICYCLES” signs on footpath
Remove speed hump from Renshaw

Cart sand, crusher dust for footpath at Exhibition Centre
Remove Palm tree & blister in front of TAFE
Remove half fallen tree Anson Street

Paver repair Main Street

Barry Bros clean drains

Spray weeds around guide posts

Remove trees from Nature strip

Slash laneways

Deliver gypsum for levee bank repairs
Prune large fig tree

Repair & re-concrete 50/110 & 50/80 signs Enngonia & Barringun

Paint disable parking zones

Remove tourist Info sign

Repair pothole

Call out, load coldmix, re-open Brewarrina Road
Gravel patch Mertin Street

Remove cedar trees and rubbish from vacant shire blocks
Spray laneways and corners for weeds

Clean Roadside over levee on Brewarrina Road
Clean laneways of rubbish & over hanging branches
Remove brick piers from Davidson Oval

Spread red sand on oil spill

Spray weeds at guide posts

8. WORKSHOP - Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman

Plant No

Rego

Description Work Carried Out

140

AK 24 LO

Caterpillar 12 H

Clean radiator

Regas air- Conditioner
Replace door latch
Tighten tandem bolts

151

AN 89 YF

2006 Volvo G 940

Repair light bracket
Replace centre bearing
Change oil in tandems

15

BH 39 MP

2010 Isuzu D/Max

Balance and rotate wheels

39

2010 Ford Ranger = Replace fuel filter

6

BKJ 40M

2009 Mazda BT-50 = Replace aerials

154

AK 02 SQ

2006 Multi Pac

Replace tyre and rim

Replace revolving light

Repair hand brake

Replace rear axle and bearings
Repair revolving light

203

Sykes 6” Pump

Replace starter
Engine serviced
Replace battery leads

236

J 43715

Highgate Water Tanker

Replace hydraulic pump

237

N 77487

1988 Holmwood Highgate

Replace brake booster
Adjust brakes

Replace water hose
Repair revolving light
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= Repair air leaks
47 Moore Tipper » Repair ring feeder
R 71368 = Replace number plate lights
76 2004 Moore roadtrain = Replace “O” rings in valve bank
P 95814 tipper = Replace seals in ram
41 2010 Mitsubishi Fuso = Repair steering arm, roo bar and front
BH 31 WN lights
48 2009 Freightliner CL 120 » Repair headlight
AZ 90 ZJ = Replace trailer relay
» Replace batteries
= Replace radiator clamp
= Repair driving lights and air leaks
60 2008 Freightliner = Replace PTO switch
AV 25Y) Columbia = 160,000 km service
79 Freightliner »= Repair mudguard
XZB 229 = Repair electric window
= Repair revolving light
= Replace bonnet catch
85 2008 Isuzu 450 NQR 450 = Replace radiator and fan
AW 57 TO Crew Cab = Replace air-conditioner condenser
299 Komatsu = Replace air-conditioner fan
63 1997 Tandem car trailer = Replace all wheel bearings and weld tie
K 38318 rails
55 2007 Hino FG Prestige = Replace starter motor
AU 97 TV
17 Holden Rodeo =  Repair driving lights

9. Water and Wastewater - Richard Stephens/ Team Leader

Location

Work Carried Out

Job Requests

Actioned and ongoing

Risk Assessments

Completed with every job

Hydrants

Flushed and painted which is ongoing

Maintenance

All small plant serviced and cleaned

Villages

LOUTH

Reset bore pump

Dug up and fixed 50ml poly pipe

Send down caps for storm water pipes

BYROCK

Fix leaking service at old post office

Power failure at pump site called Country Energy, replace pump - old one
sent for repair

New 46,000 litre poly tank installed inside old water tower

Mow and clean compound

ENNGOINA

New 32ml service at hotel hire

Fix leaking pipe at tennis Court

Mow and clean compound

Sewer

New sewer boundary Moculta Street
New sewer boundary Mertin Street
New sewer boundary Meadows Rd
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A number of sewer chokes in boundaries cleared with SECA and plungers
Barry Bros cleaned all pump stations also a number of troublesome mains
around town

Seca storm water drains Public school

Sewer pump stations mowed and cleaned

Water

New 32ml service Mitchell Street

Reconnect raw service Richard Street

New filter service Moculta Street

New 32ml raw service at Morven

Fixed two 50ml services Gorrell Ave

Dug up raw main corner Tudor & Warraweena Street

Dug up raw main Wilson Street

Dug up raw main Anson Street

Dug raw main Hope Street

Dug up raw main Meadows Rd

Dug up filter main Harris Street

A number of raw services with low pressure cleared with Seca
New back flow preventers installed at Mertin & Warraweena Stations
Water treatment plant mowed and cleaned

Dosing carbon at WTP

Training

Nil

Resolution

144/2011 Council resolved to note the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as
presented to Council on Monday, 28" March 2011.
Moved Cr Davis

Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

File No: D3.2
Report: 203/2011 Developments Approved Report
Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services
Delegated Consent Subject Land Nature of Development
Authority or Type &
Council Consent No.
Delegated DA Lot 3, DP 829041 Erection of Self Storage Sheds
2011/0001 106-108 Anson St,
BOURKE
Delegated DA Lot 1, DP 801024 Subdivision
2011/0002 32-36 Oxley St,
BOURKE
Total value of Approved works for February 2011 =$54,000
No. of Development Application Approvals for February 2011 =1

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for February 2011 = 1

File No: A8.1

Report: 203/2011 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report

Responsible Officer: Bernie Wilder, Manager Environmental Services

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats
Animals in Pound beginning of Month 6 0
Seized 15 0
Surrendered 0 0
Dumped 0 0
Total

Euthanased 11 0
Returned to Owner 6 0
Released from Pound 0 0
Re-housed 0 0
Died in Pound 0 0
Escaped from Pound 0 0
Animals Remaining at End of Month 4 0
Total

Micro-chip Implantations 3 0
Infringement Notices 0 0
Wandering Stock 0

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0
Shopping Trolley Impounded 0

Orders

Orders Address Reason Why Works Status Action Taken
Served Required

Emergency | 2 Mertin St Danger to Public | Demolition of | Expires NIL

Order Burnt Dwelling | 11/03/11

Emergency | 17 Mertin St Danger to Public | Demolition of | Expires NIL

Order Burnt Dwelling | 11/03/11

Emergency | 9 Anson St Danger to Public | Demolition of | Expires Awaiting Quotation
Order Burnt Dwelling | 11/03/11 for Demolition
Emergency | 27 Culgoa Danger to Public | Demolition of | Expires Awaiting Quotation
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| Order | | | Burnt Dwelling | 11/03/11 | for Demolition
e Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public
e Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act
e Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river
e Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s

File No: $10.2.1
Report: 203/2011 Swimming Pool Report
Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers

Attendance for February 2011

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders
Adult & Pensioners Child Adult & Pensioners Child
762 2863 356 955
These figures include school groups

Bourke Swimming Pool has seen over 4000 patrons utilising the Swimming Pool this month. All Staff
were kept busy while patrons were having an enjoyable time.

All schools have completed their school carnivals with a number of children from all Bourke school’s
making it to the next level of swimming. Swimmers will be representing their school and town at
regional and state levels which are held in Dubbo, Cowra & Homebush.

Bourke Swimming Club will be holding their annually Club Championships on Sunday 20" March
2011. This will conclude the swimming club season for 2010/2011 season.

Bourke shire council held their welcome to Bourke BBQ on the 21 February 2011 with a good turn
up. Over fifty people attended the evening.

Bourke Public School will be hosting a parent and teacher interview night at the pool on the 15"
March 2011. Bourke Public school will hold a free BBQ for all families that attend. The school is
aiming for a large number of families to attend and talk to the teachers about their children’s
learning.

In the past three months it appears that the numbers of patrons using the pool have increased with
positive feedback regarding the grounds and shade structures.

Resolution

145/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Environmental Services Activity
Report presented to Council on Monday, 28™ March 2011.
Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Davis Carried Unstarred
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT

File No: G2.1
Report: 303/2011 “From the GM’s Desk” - 28™ March 2011
Responsible Officer: Geoff Wise, General Manager

17" February 2011

Bourke Shire Council appreciated the opportunity to address the Parliamentary Standing Committee
of Regional Australia on the impact of the Murray Darling Basin Plan during their visit to Bourke on
Tuesday, 15" February 2011. Mayor Andrew Lewis, Councillors Walter Mitchell and John Holmes
and | were all given an opportunity to address the Inquiry and answer questions.

The very strong message was asserted by the Councillors of the damage done to irrigators and to
our community by the massive cuts in water license entitlements which have occurred in this region
in 2006/07. This was combined with the impacts of the protracted negotiations in the
development of a CAP reduction by the State Government, the lack of finalization of a supporting
Water Management Plan, and lack of compensation.

Further, Councillors emphasized the negative impacts on the community caused by the loss of the
irrigation industry associated with the sale of Toorale in 2008. These major impacts were
associated with the worst protracted drought for many decades. The overall negative impacts on
our communities and economic base caused by this combination of factors were highlighted by the
Councillors, including their addition of personal experiences to help describe the points.

Through media publicity, the Chair of the Inquiry, Tony Windsor, has publically called for solutions
to be offered to the committee. In response to this, | offered the following “solutions” for the
Inquiry to support:

1. Match buyback investment with community investment.

This can be achieved through the introduction of a program which requests that for every $
spent by the Commonwealth Government for water buyback from the Murray Darling Basin, an
equivalent $ be granted by the Commonwealth Government to the Local Council in which the
water buyback occurred, to allow the Council to determine the most appropriate use of the
funds to contribute towards the structural adjustment necessary to offset the social and
economic consequences of the water buyback.

2. Modify Menindee to reduce evaporation.

The evaporation savings predicted to be achieved at Menindee must be modelled immediately,
and taken into consideration as part of the claw-back, even if the modifications do not occur
for several years.

Give water sharing plans on the unregulated section of the Barwon Darling, and on all other
catchments, time to work.

Give greater recognition of flow variability, particularly in the Darling River system, as it is more
important for emphasis to be placed on managing diversion during different patterns of flow
variability to deliver environmental outcomes than it is to focus on end of valley flows or on
buyback of licence entitlement.

5. Remove town water supplies from needing volumetric limits as these place insignificant
impacts on extractions.

6. Do not using mathematical modelling to determine volumes of water used by licence
holders.

7. Acknowledge that the barrages at the mouth of the Murray River are manmade and cause
environmental effects.
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8. Do not make any further cuts to licence entitlements, and provide certainty that no more
cuts will be made.

Thanks to all the people who participated in the Inquiry, both in making verbal and written
submissions, and in attending on Tuesday. | was impressed with the way that the individual
presentations merged successfully together to effectively get a cohesive message to the
Parliamentary Committee.

On the morning of the Inquiry, the Western Catchment Management Authority hosted the
Parliamentary Members on a two hour tour around Bourke. This provided the members with an
opportunity of seeing and learning about some of our industries, and the fallout from the previous
reductions in water entitlements and the drought.

In preparing for the Inquiry, | found the following to be useful in describing the natural variability
of flows in the river at Bourke, by comparing the flow of over 81,000 ML which was passing Bourke
on the day with other situations. Tuesday’s flow was equivalent to:
= 81,000 Olympic swimming pools
» Satisfying Bourke Annual Town Water Supply in 45 minutes
= Satisfying all annual irrigation and town water licensed supplies for the entire length from
Mungindi to Menindee in 2 days
= The total flow at Bourke for the whole year in each of 2002 and 2006 passing on Tuesday in
20 hours
» 5 days annual evaporation from Menindee Lakes
= 10 days annual evaporation from the Lower Lakes.
A salient reminder of the severity of the droughts a few years ago is that approximately 50 times
more water has passed Bourke in the first six weeks so far this year compared to the total flows at
Bourke in each of the whole years of 2002 and 2006.

Historic happenings:
e The rains which resulted in the third highest river ever recorded at Bourke commenced on
9" February, 1976?

e How many years ago did Fred Hollows die?
It is relevant to quote an old proverb: “When the river is deepest it makes least noise”.

Cheers for now,
Geoff.

24" February 2011

As the Darling River flows through the Bourke Shire at present, pause to think of the tragedy and
devastation this water caused in the upper catchment when it fell around Toowoomba and the
Darling Downs district in the second week of January, with massive loss of human life, and
associated suffering. It is for this reason Bourke Shire Council has been holding a fund raising
appeal to contribute to the Queensland Premier’s Flood Appeal.

The fund raising has purposely been held open at the Council until 28" February, allowing time for
us to witness the peak of the flow, which is predictably approximately six weeks after rain falls in
the upper reaches of the Darling catchment. The river at Bourke appears to have peaked last
Saturday, 19 February, at a depth of 12.56 metres, and a daily flow rate of 88,029 ML, equivalent
to 88,000 Olympic swimming pools per day. Without further significant rainfall in the catchment,
we can now expect a progressive drop in the Darling River, to expose the damage done to
submerged infrastructure.

Information available to Council is that approximately 50 rural families in the Bourke Shire have
been isolated during the current flood conditions. A number of these families have had no road
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access to any town since before Christmas, with some properties on the Warrego and Cuttaburra
systems isolated for even longer periods. Until the waters recede, Council is unable to estimate
the scale of the damage done to our flooded roads.

The regular rainfall events experienced throughout the Shire have further impacted on Council’s
resources in maintaining the entire 2,800 Km road network to an optimum standard. This has been
significantly compounded by the decade of drought, during which period there was insufficient
moisture to maintain the road formations, and with progressive grading, use and erosion over the
drought decade the road surfaces became lowered to below the level of surrounding land. Water
now accumulates in the low depressions, unable to drain from the road. Council has embarked on a
massive redevelopment program to redress this chronic change, but patience is required due to the
enormity of the task.

Roads are not the only challenges impacting on the level of isolation of rural families. One couple |
was talking to this week informed me that they have been without a telephone landline since the
end of November. They live in an area with no effective mobile coverage, although a 30 foot aerial
occasionally provides a reception of unreliable, poor quality. Council has submitted a motion to
the Western Division Group of Shires Annual Conference being held next week raising concerns
regarding the inadequate level of technical services currently provided by Telstra.

Another motion Council is taking to this conference relates to the absolute lack of action or
progress in undertaking vegetation control along the shoulders of the highway between Byrock and
Nyngan. RTA, and not Bogan Shire, is responsible for highway maintenance for that section of the
Mitchell Highway, whereas Bourke, Brewarrina, Walgett and Cobar Councils are responsible for
highway maintenance through our respective shires. This highlights the differences between the
effectiveness of responsibilities undertaken by a State Government Department compared with
Local Government.

Council has submitted numerous other motions to the conference which will be reported at a later
date.

A pleasant evening was shared at the Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool on Monday night when
Council and Bourke Rotary Club jointly hosted the third annual welcome to new families.
Approximately 25 new residents took the opportunity to mingle with Councillors, Council staff,
Rotarians and their partners in an informal relaxed setting. All established members of our
community are encouraged to extend a welcome to new people who move to our Shire, as this
greatly assists in their settling in and ability of feeling to be part of the broader community.

Last week | participated in a Murray Darling Basin Government and Industry Forum held in Dubbo,
providing a further focus on the importance of Government driven reform of the Murray Darling
Basin. The Forum was addressed by the Commonwealth Minister for Water, Hon Tony Bourke, Chair
of the Parliamentary Inquiry into the proposed Basin Plan, Tony Windsor, and a number of other
speakers from Queensland, NSW, Victoria and South Australia.

The strong message was again conveyed of the importance of addressing the community, social and
economic considerations whilst addressing the environmental concerns. A communiqué is being
prepared from the Forum, which | anticipate will include the resolution from Bourke Shire Council
that the Government should invest an equal amount of money into each Shire equivalent to the
amount spent by the Government on water buy back from that Shire area.

At the Council meeting this week correspondence was tabled congratulating Council on the recent
production of an informative, self-explanatory pamphlet relating to Darling River information. The
author indicated that the pamphlet conveyed useful, practical and insightful information in a
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manner which is comprehendible. Copies of this pamphlet remain available from Council on
request.

Historic happenings:

e Fred Hollows, the renowned eye surgeon and champion for visual health amongst less
privileged communities, died in February 1993, 18 years ago, and is buried in the Bourke
cemetery.

e What is the significance of 20" February 1859?

A quote by Winston Churchill is relevant to both the flood appeal and the extended hand to
newcomers: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give”.

Cheers for now,
Geoff

17t March 2011

On Monday this week seven Councillors and five senior management staff from Council drove to
Wanaaring and met with approximately 25 members from the Wanaaring community and region, at
the invitation of the Wanaaring Progress Association. The opportunity was used to share matters of
mutual interest between the Wanaaring community and Council.

Discussions regarding the Bourke to Wanaaring Road dominated the agenda, with the community
emphasizing the importance of this road for their total existence. Examples include necessity for
everyday access, emergency services, economic productivity of both the village businesses and the
rural producers, tourism, transit to the Corner Country and beyond, and future development
opportunities particularly related to oil and gas. The Wanaaring community emphasized that, unlike
most other locations, they have virtually no alternative routes or options for road access.

Council has recognised these issues, as evidenced by regular requests over the last three years for
grant funding of $40 million to complete the upgrading and sealing of this regional road. The most
recent request is part of a regional road infrastructure application currently being coordinated by
Council through our Local Member, Member for Barwon, Kevin Humphries. In the last three years a
new bridge costing over $1.3 million, and 10.5 km of new sealing have been completed on this
road.

Council further demonstrated Council’s ongoing priority for upgrading this road by indicating that
subject to weather conditions, approximately $600,000 is planned to be spent this financial year on
targeted up-grades to critical sections of the road. Additionally, as soon as access has recently
become possible following removal of local water from the road, a full grade has been carried out,
making the road extremely trafficable at present.

The opportunity was used for Council to seek feedback from the Wanaaring community on their
priority needs both in the immediate 12 months and over the next decade. The immediate needs
may influence Councillors in their development of the Council budget for 2011/12, and the long
term issues are part of Council’s obligations to seek community input into the development of a 10
year Community Strategic Plan. Issues raised for the Community Strategic Plan do not need to
solely be responsibilities of Council.

Examples of the constructive issues raised, additional to the road, include:

e obtaining improved communication services in remote areas by gaining effective mobile
phone coverage,

e improving village amenities by employing a town services crew member in the Village,

e continue to ensure staffing of essential State Government services such as staff for school,
Police, LHPA Ranger and Community Nurse

e replacement of the roof of the Wanaaring hall, and

e installation of a water supply storage for the airport and sports ground.
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Council proposes to hold similar community meetings at Fords Bridge and Enngonia on 30" March
and at Byrock and Louth on 11" April to seek community input into the preparations for next year’s
budget and the Community Strategic Plan. Council is similarly meeting with other interest groups in
coming weeks, including:

e Bourke Arts Council on 23" March

e Senior Citizens during Sunday lunch on 27" March, and

e Business houses, Industry and Investment and Regional Development Australia on 5™ April.

As road conditions dry out, Council has been very active in carrying out road and infrastructure
repairs recently. Although Council only owns 5 graders, we are currently contracting an additional
5 graders for use across the Shire, with the total being more than have been owned by Council for
many years, if ever.

Examples of the work completed or in progress include:

e a work team including three graders and a support plant is currently working on the
Hungerford Road

e shoulder widening is being carried out on the highways near Barringun and towards Cobar

o heavy patching has been undertaken on the highways

e fire hazard reduction has been carried out by wide shoulder slashing for 5 km on each
highway approach to Bourke, around Barringun and Wanaaring and along rural roads

e a $600,000 upgrade to the Bourke levee is progressing satisfactorily, with completion date
aimed for the end of May, and

e repairs have been completed to the Yanda Creek Bridge on the Ben Lomond Road through
Gundabooka National Park, and decking repairs are currently being carried out on the
historic old North Bourke bridge.

| am fully aware of the frustrations of rural commuters with the recent standards of many roads
throughout the Shire, with some of this frustration having been expressed publicly in recent weeks,
including inappropriately targeting Council staff. | also recall how as recently as in mid December,
less than three months ago, | was receiving favourable comments regarding the standard of all the
main regional roads from Bourke to Hungerford, Wanaaring and Louth. In the intervening period,
sections of these roads have experienced regular rainfall events, some falls in excess of five inches,
which have prevented programmed activities during a period when local use of the roads have
significantly contributed to the road damage. As expressed above, our committed Council work
force, with the assistance of contracted plant, are now starting to make headway in addressing the
backlog which developed.

A feature article in the Western Herald of 10" March was headlined “Council a Stumbling Block to
Oval Development “. On behalf of Council the following points are shared to provide some balance
to this article.

e Several years ago Council was approached by and agreed to participate with the Bourke
Aboriginal Working Party and the Outback Division of General Practice to trial the
installation of a particular irrigation system at Mercy Park to be used for recycling of
Bourke sewerage waste water, with the first stage being to trial the irrigation system using
town water supply.

e Time has allowed for the irrigation trial, but the waste water trial has not commenced at
this site.

e Council never agreed to carry out the ongoing routine mowing of Mercy Park, owned by the
adjoining school, and although Council’s policy clearly states that it is not Council
responsibility to maintain any school grounds in the Shire, Council has inherited the
ongoing mowing of Mercy Park.

e In August 2010 Council were advised by the NSW Office of Water that a low annual
volumetric limit will be placed on the Bourke water usage. | immediately submitted an
objection to this advice, on the basis that a low limit is expected to significantly impact on
all current water users from the Bourke water supply. Council and community
representatives have been objecting through other processes, but this issue remains
unresolved. | have been advised by staff from NSW Office of Water that they intend to
pursue a resolution to this matter after the upcoming State election.
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e On 1% July 2010, the Western Herald published that CentaCare was successful in a “Sport
and Recreation Grant Application, ” receiving $78,815 to resurrect the oval at Alice
Edwards Village”. Council has been provided with no evidence that this funding is to be
applied to any alternate site, to any alternative use such as an employment strategy, or
that it is no longer the responsibility of CentaCare.

e Council has never been approached by any party prior to their current initiative to prepare
a development proposal for Boomerang Oval, which is land under Council control.

e At Council’s Town Committee meeting on 10" November 2010, and again at the Council
Meeting on 29" November 2010, Council discussed the strategic development plans for
Bourke sporting infrastructure, including Boomerang (Renshaw) Oval considerations.
Particular focus of the discussions related to uncertainties regarding increased demands on
potentially restricted water allocations. At the November Council meeting, Council
resolved that Council:

o collaborate with the group interested in developing an additional irrigated playing
field in Bourke to invest the funding in one or more projects in the sporting
precinct area between PCYC and Coolican Oval, focused on no net increase in town
water usage, (e.g. underground irrigation system at Davidson Oval), with Council
potentially being able to augment the project funding and

o refuses to allow any development on Boomerang Oval at this stage, due to the
inconsistencies with Council’s management exposures.

e The discussions between Councillors, Council staff and the various non government agency
representatives referred to in last week’s paper clearly indicate that the proposal the
agencies have compiled for the development of Boomerang (Renshaw) Oval will place
unspecified extra demands on the town water usage.

e Through separate processes, | have been maintaining ongoing dialog with the acting Chair,
Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly, and official Chair, Bourke Community Working Party, to
seek additional funding for both Council infrastructure development and for Aboriginal
employment strategies.

Council remains committed to collaborate with the groups interested for the betterment of the
overall Bourke community.

This week in history, what is the significance of 20" March in 1883, (or maybe 1885)?

With respect to relatives and tourists, Benjamin Franklin said: “Fish and visitors smell in three
days.”

Cheers for now,
Geoff

Resolution

146/2011 Council resolved to note the information in “From the GM’s Desk” Activity Report as
presented to Council on Monday, 28" March 2011

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT

File No: L4.1
Report: 403/2011 Library Report
Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services

The following items for the month of February 2011 are presented for your information:

1. Circulation statistics for February 2011:

Audio Visual 329
Adult Fiction 453
Non-Fiction 158
Junior Fiction 145
Magazines 65
Interlibrary Loans 6

Total 1156

During the same period in 2010, the figures were as follows:

Audio Visual 347
Adult Fiction 405
Non-Fiction 171
Junior Fiction 264
Magazines 86
Interlibrary Loans 5

Total 1278

2. There were a total of 22 new memberships: 10 adults and 2 temporary and 10 junior
borrowers. The internet/wordprocessing facilities were used 188 times. This compares to
the previous years’ figures of 20 new memberships in February 2010, with 16 adults and 4
temporary borrowers. In the same period, 106 people used the internet/word processing
facilities.

If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact
the library.

Jodi Hatch
Library Manager

Resolution

147/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Library Manager’s Report as
presented to Council on Monday, 28" March 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Mitchell Carried Unstarred
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TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT

File No: T4.3
Report: 503/2011 BOBEC February 2011 Activity update
Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development

On the 1°* of March the Bourke Tourist Office was relocated to the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition
Centre. The transition, now almost complete has been smooth with the Centre receiving many
visitor enquiries each day.

So far in March the Information Centre activities have averaged 25-40 visits each day with a further
15 phone queries being made. Additional information is sent out via email.

During this time visitor requests have included:
e The need for general information about the region,
e Road information,
e Accommodation information.

The number of visitors to the Exhibition Centre have fallen during February when compared to
February 2010. This downturn has been caused by the ongoing flooding and the closure of the
Kamilaroi Highway in particular. We have already noticed an increase in visitation for March
following the opening of key roads.

Month 2009 2010 2011
January 154 113
February 139 60
March 304

April 551 925

May 1551 1433

June 1535 1769

July 1951 2345

August 1607 1916
September 1433 1816

October 1259 1325
November 320 512
December 180 182

Bourke has been well represented by Stuart Johnson at the Melbourne Caravan and Camping show
held in early March. Initial estimates indicate that fewer people have attended this show than
previous years although good enquiries were received.

The Tourism Master Class will be held in Bourke on the 31°* of March and the 1°* of April. More than
55 industry delegates are expected to attend this workshop to be held at the Bowling Club. A
dinner will be held at the Exhibition Centre on Thursday the 31°.

Resolution

148/2011 Council resolved to note the information in the Tourism & Development Manager’s
activity report as presented to Council on Monday, 28" March 2011.

Moved Cr Davis Seconded Cr Stutsel Carried Unstarred

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.45 am
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