
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council 

Minutes 
Tuesday, 21st February 2017 

 
Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held at the Council Chambers at 

Bourke Shire Council Offices  
at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 

 
 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors 24/01 21/02             

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

              

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

              

Cr Lachlan 
Ford 

 AP             

Cr Robert 
Stutsel 

AP AP             

Cr Sally 
Davis 

AP              

Cr Sarah 
Barton 

AP AP             

Cr Victor 
Bartley 

              

Cr Sam 
Rice 

AP              

Cr Ian Cole  
 

9.29am 
            

Cr John 
Thompson 

              

 
Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager Corporate Services 

Phil Johnston Manager Tourism & Development 

Peter Brown Manager of Works 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Mark Gordon Manager Roads 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of:- 

Edwin Galway   George Williams  Marion Barling (Drummond)  
Edward Orcher   Terry Doolan      
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APOLOGIES 

 
The General Manager advised that apologies and requests for leave of absence had been received 
from Cr Ford, Cr Stutsel and Cr Barton. 
 
Resolution 

37/2017 That the apologies from Cr Ford, Cr Stutsel and Cr Barton be received and that the requests 
for a leave of absence be granted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution at 9.04am 

38/2017 That Council suspend standing orders for a presentation from the NSW Department of 
Planning on the Draft Far West Regional Plan. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 
Cr Cole arrived at 9.29am 
 

COMMUNITY OPEN FORUM 

 

 Presentation of Australia Day, Service to the Community through Employment awards to 
Weefah Wong, Kam Phah Loo, Tiong Yap Tan & Tiong Wei Tan from the Jandra Chinese 
Restaurant. 

 Christopher Priestley & Claire Priestley – Water Extraction During Embargo 
 
Resolution at 10.29am 

39/2017 That Council resume standing orders. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 

 
Resolution at 10.57am 

40/2017 That Council suspend Standing Orders for a presentation from Superintendent Greg Moore 
of Darling River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley     Carried  

 
Cr Cole left the meeting at 11.18am  
 
Resolution at 11.20am 

41/2017 That Council resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 

 
Resolution 

42/2017 That a letter of congratulations be sent to James Hatch congratulating him on his horse 
“Stoneyrise” winning the Country Championship Qualifiers in Dubbo on Sunday, 19th February 2017 
and qualifying it to race in the final which is to be held at Royal Randwick on the 1st April 2017.  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Bartley     Carried 

 
Cr Cole returned to the meeting at 11.27am 
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
A declaration of interest was received from Cr Rice in regards to report 06/2017 Raw Water 
Extension, North Bourke.  
 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

Date Event Location 

24/01/17 Council Meeting Council Chambers 

25/01/17 Attended Welcome dinner – Australia Day Ambassador 
Alexandra Croak 

Bourke Bridge Inn 

26/01/17 Attended Australia Day Awards Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct 

27/01/17 Attended Fred Hollows Motorcycle Ride Port of Bourke Hotel 

31/01/17 Meeting with Jim Saran, David Swan, Phil Johnston  
Re: CAPRA Probity Control Update 

 

01/02/17 Community Meeting Re: Strategic Plan & Disability 
Action Plan 

Council Chambers 

07/02/17 Meeting Re: Dubbo Hospital Redevelopment Workshop 
Stages 3-4 

Bowling Club 

10/02/17 Asset Management Workshop Council Chambers 

 
Resolution 

43/2017 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to Council on Tuesday, 21st February 
2017 are received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Davis     Carried 
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STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of additional items were starred for discussion. The Mayor received requests to star 
additional items to be discussed with the following items being identified. 
 

Report NO Report Name Responsible Officer 

102/2017 Engineering Services Activity Report MRS 

202/2017 Environmental Services MES 

 
Resolution 

44/2017 That the recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 are adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole     Carried  

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

45/2017 That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 24th January 2017 are 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Cole    Seconded Cr Bartley     Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2017 

February  10th  9.00am Asset Management Training 
Workshop for Orana Region 
Councillors 

Council Chamber 

 17th  9.00am GMAC Western 
Conference Room 
Dubbo  

 21st  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 27th/28th  9.00am Western Division Conference Wentworth 

March 10th  9.00am OROC Meeting  Mudgee 

 27th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

April 25th   ANZAC Day  

 26th (4
th

 

Wednesday) 
9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

May 22nd   9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

June 26th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

July 24th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

August  28th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

September 25th   9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

October 23rd  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

November 7th – 9th   National Local Roads & Transport 
Congress 

Albany - WA 

 27th 9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 
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COUNCILOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on 
Tuesday, 24th January 2017. 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email 

16/01/17 
 

Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM -  
President LGNSW 

Councillors 
MANEX 

17/01/17 Business Paper for 24/01/2016 
meeting 

MANEX Councillors 
MANEX 

23/01/17 Media Release: LGNSW Welcomes 
Barilaro 'No regional mergers' 
announcement 

Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM – 
President 
LGNSW 

Councillors 
 

23/01/17 Invitation to all Councillors - briefing 
on gambling reform with Tim 
Costello 

Ton Mohr 
Executive Director 
Alliance for Gambling Reform 

Councillors 
 

23/01/17 Vale, Cr Leo Kelly OAM LGNSW Councillors 

27/01/17 Chance for Bourke to have a say 
about Dubbo Hospital's $150M 
Redevelopment 

Belinda Berryman 
Health NSW 

Councillors 
MANEX 

29/01/17 LGNSW welcomes new Minister for 
Local Government 

Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM – 
President 
LGNSW 

Councillors 

31/01/17 New President of ALGA Mayor David O’Loughlin, 
President ALGA 

Councillors 

01/02/17 From the GM’s Desk GM Councillors 
MANEX 

01/02/17 2015/2016 Annual Report MANEX Councillors 

03/02/17 Councillor Training in Asset 
Management - Notes 

 Councillors  

02/02/17 Council Meeting Minutes 
21/01/2017 

 Councillors  

03/02/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM – 
President 
LGNSW 

Councillors 

06/02/17 RDA January Newsletter RDA Orana Councillors 
MANEX 

06/02/17 DC judge to sit in Bourke, not via 
AVL. 

 Councillors 

08/02/17 170209 From the GM's Desk GM Councillors 

10/02/17 Local Government NSW Weekly - 10 
February 2017 

LGNSW Councillors 

10/02/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM – 
President LGNSW 

Councillors 

13/02/17 Renewed Qld-NSW cross-border 
agreement 

Edwina Marks – CEO Bulloo 
Shire Council 

Councillors 

13/02/17 Algae Alerts for Far West Region Water NSW Councillors 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 24TH JANUARY 2017 

  
KEY:   Action still pending   Action  

   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
That the recommendations in relation to the realignment of any positions 
be considered prior to the advertising of any vacancies.  

In progress 

The positions descriptions of positions identified within the report from 
Local Government Management Solutions as requiring review be 
undertaken in consultation with both the employee and any union 
involved. 

On hold 
 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect 
current duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 
 

 

338/2014 Tourism & Development Activity Report 

Responsible Officer Manager Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town Ongoing 

 

386/2015 & 315/2016 Return of Air Services to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council provide the successful tenderer with the use of the “Booking 
Office” at the terminal 

Fee structure to be 
compiled 

A report be brought back to Council regarding the possible introduction 
of a small landing fee to off- set the additional costs involved in the 
maintenance of the terminal building 

Ongoing 

That the GM continue to investigate options of potential Airlines who 
may be interested in providing an air service to the district that includes 
Bourke. 

Ongoing 
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41/2016 Tourism – Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

Report be brought back to Council, as a matter of urgency, setting out the 
framework for an enhanced tourism function, by involving the local 
tourism related industries in the planning, coordination and execution of 
the tourism function. 

Initial information 
contained within 
MTD activity report  

 

306/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Lease over the Pre-School Premises 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A11.1.4 

Decision Action Taken 

Bourke and District Children’s Services (BDCS) will pay a lease amount of 
$5000.00 for the 2015/2016 period on the understanding that they have 
committed the installation of solar panels on the building cost in excess of 
$15,000.00 which effectively provides a contribution of $20,000.00 

Draft lease prepared 
for review by BDCS 
 
Meeting held 

 

325/2016 Innovation  Fund – Projects to be Funded 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L8.3 

Decision Action Taken 
Council identify opportunities for funding under round  two (2) of the 
innovation funding 

In progress 

 

67/2015 & 118/2015 & 
177/2015 & 203/2015 

Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council monitor the development of a midwifery model to support 
the antenatal and post-natal needs of the community 

Response received 
Issued to Councillors 

That Council continue to work the Western NSW Local Health District 
staff to re-establish full birthing services if the opportunity for securing 
the right mix of staff is made available. 

Response received 
Issued to Councillors 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be 
obtained. 

Ongoing – meeting 
held 
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477/2016 Funding Under the NSW Government’s $110 million Regional Water 
and Wastewater Backlog Program 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number G4.79.6 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council write to Minister Blair thanking him for the allocation of the 
funding and include a submission for hardship to receive additional 
funding to complete the project. 

2. Council liaise with Infrastructure NSW in relation to the project. 
3. That once the funding is finalised open tenders be called for the 

project. 
4. That Council approve the affixing of the seal in relation to all 

documentation relating to the allocation of the funding received 
from the Regional Water and Wastewater Backlog Program 

Deed signed  
 
Application made – 
teleconference held 
 
Awaiting advice 

 

493/2016 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Road Services 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

MRS bring a report back to Council on the request for an extension to the 
Louth Airstrip. 

Report being 
prepared by Airport 
Supervisor 

 

497/2016 CONFIDENTIAL- Bulk Filtered Water Pricing Update 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number D2.7-W2.1-W2.2.8 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. That the bulk water price be advertised for users that require 100ML 
of potable water per year or more and that can demonstrate 
significant economic development benefits to Bourke Shire Council 
residents. 

2. That this rate be applied to large users by Council resolution. 

To be included in the 
2017/2018 Fees & 
Charges 

 

500/2016 Invitation to Brad Hazzard, Minister for Family and Community 
Services, and Minister for Social Housing 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C8.9.10 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council reissue an invitation to Brad Hazzard to visit Bourke at his earliest 
convenience 

Invitation sent/ 
Minister has 
changed 
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516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council decide what further representations may be required 
following the receipt of any responses from its letters and considering 
any issues raised by Professor Tracy 

Pending 

 

526/2016 Public Exhibition of the Draft Floodplain Management Plan for the 
Barwon-Darling Valley Floodplain 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number R6.14 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council prepare a submission in relation to the possible construction of 
additional water storages which may impact on some aspects of the plan 

Still to be finalised 

 

527/2016 Public Exhibition of the Draft Floodplain Management Plan for the 
Barwon-Darling Valley Floodplain 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number R6.14 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council makes a submission to the Murray Darling Basin Authority calling 
on them to implement the original plan and that the over recovered 
water in the Barwon Darling be reinstated 

Being prepared 

 

06/2017 Raw Water Extension – North Bourke 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works 

File Number V1.6- W2.2.8 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. $20,000.00 for a hydraulic review of both the North Bourke raw and 
potable water supplies to be include in the 2017/2018, Budget, 
2. That the decision for water connection from the residents at North 
Bourke be deferred until a further assessment of the North Bourke raw 
water system is completed. 

Ongoing 

 

09/2017 Draft Far West Regional Plan 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number E6.20 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Consultation session for Staff and Councillors to be held at 9.00am on 
Tuesday 21st February 2017 and that all available Councillors be 
encouraged to attend. 
2. The second consultation session for the community and business 
sectors to be held at 5.30 pm on the 21st February 2017 

Complete 
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12/2017 2017 Western Division Conference 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number L8.5-S1.1.2 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager attend the 2017 Western 
Division Conference. 
2. That any other Councillors interested in attending register their 
interest with the General Manager. 
3. That Council determine what additional motions, if any, they would like 
to submit to the 2017 Annual Western Division Conference. 
4. That the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager be delegated 
authority to submit additional motions or amend those motions as 
submitted, should circumstances so warrant 

Registrations done 
 
 
 
Motions prepared 
 

 

13/2017 Preparation of the 2017/2018 Operational Plan 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number P4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. That the 2017/2018 Operational Plan be prepared utilising the 1.5% 
General Rate increase as determined by IPART 
2. That Council place an advertisement in the Western Herald seeking 
requests from individuals or groups for times to be included in the 
2017/2018 Operational Plan, including requests for assistance 
3. That items that Council routinely support be included in the 2017/2018 
Operational Plan 

Advertisement 
placed 
 
Ongoing  

 

15/2017 Request to Change Meeting Day 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number C12.1-L1.8 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That the decision be deferred until Tuesday, 21st February 2017 to 
determine the day and time for the conduct of the Ordinary Meeting of 
Bourke Shire Council in the future 

See General 
Manager’s February 
Report 

 

20/2017 Contribution to Rural Fire Service 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number F2.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Thank the Rural Fire Service for deferring the increase in contributions 
for twelve months. 
2. Point out to the Rural Fire Service that increases such as proposed are 
unsustainable for Councils again. 
3. Seek the support of both Local Government New South Wales and the 
Western Division of Shires in seeking to have the methodology in relation 
to the Rural Fire Service reviewed again. 

Motion submitted to 
Western Division 
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21/2017 Changes to the Local Government Act - Introduction and Ongoing 
Professional Development for Councillors 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number L8.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Prepare a brief submission highlighting the need for a generic package 
to be developed so all Councillors across the state receive identical 
training 
2. suggest that additional modules  be prepared  to supplement the 
generic package to be delivered on an “as needs basis” 
3. highlight the difficulties and expense incurred in travelling to regional 
centres and the need for the training to be delivered at a local level 
4. Submit a motion to the Western Division Conference highlighting the 
suggestions and seeking an assurance that the cost of preparation and 
delivery of the training will be met by the State Government. 

Motion submitted to 
Western Division 

 

/2017 Review of Council’s Policy in relation to the Payment of Expenses and 
Provision of Facilities to Councillors 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General 

File Number C11.2-P4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Give public notice of its intention to adopt the policy in relation to the 
Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to Councillors.  
2. That after the expiration of the statutory advertising period the Council 
consider any submission received during the period of public exhibition 
prior to adoption at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
Tuesday, 28th March 2017 

Advertised – to be 
again considered at 
the March 2017 
meeting 

 

27/2017 Extension of Lease for PCYC 

Responsible Officer Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number A11.1.4 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

General Manager be authorised to sign the lease between Police and 
Community Youth Clubs NSW LTD and Bourke Shire Council allowing the 
extension of the lease term to occupy the TB Randall Community Hall 
until the 23rd August 2026 and authorise that the Council Seal be affixed 
to the lease if required 

Completed 

 

29/2017 Crown Land Management Bill 2016 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File Number L5.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council calls on Local Government NSW for a briefing paper on the 
impact of the Crown Land Legislation on Local Councils and in particular 
the financial implications 

Letter sent 
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30/2017 CWA Building at Enngonia 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services/Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number V1.3-C8.6 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Repairs considered necessary be costed for consideration in the draft 
2017/2018 Budget. 

Costs included in 
Draft Budget 

 

36/2017 Lease Essential Energy Building 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1.4-L4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council affix the Council Seal to the Lease for the Essential Energy 
Building currently utilised by the Library 

Completed 

 
Resolution 

46/2017 That the information in the Business Arising as presented on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 be 
received and noted. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Dorrington     Carried 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

 
Background: 
A Notice of Motion has been received from Cr Bartley as tabled. 
 
Cr Cole left the meeting at 11.43am 
Cr Cole returned to the meeting at 11.47am 
 
Resolution: 

47/2017 That in the compilation of the 2017/2018 Operational Plan provision is made to increase the 
fee paid to Councillor from the minimum amount of $8,540.00 to the maximum amount of which is 
$11,290.00. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Thompson    Carried  

 
Cr Dorrington requested that his name be recorded against the motion. 

File No C11.2-C12.4 

Report: /2017 Fees Paid to Councillors 

Responsible Officer Cr Victor Bartley 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

 
PLEASE NOTE:- 
This report has been deferred from the January 2017 Ordinary Meeting of Council. 
 
Background: 
Council for a number of years had met at 9.00am on the 4th Monday of the month subject of course 
to change in the case of public holidays. 
 
At the meeting of Council held in September 2016 a decision was taken to change the meeting day 
to the 4th Tuesday of the month at 9.00am.   
 
Current Situation: 
Councillor John Thompson has now indicated that the 4th Tuesday of the month is the sitting day for 
the Local Court in Cobar where he is frequently engaged to appear. 
 
Councillor Thompson has written to me suggesting that the meeting day be changed to the fourth 
Wednesday of the month and a copy of that request has been previously forwarded to all 
Councillors. 
 
There is no legal reason to prevent the meeting date being changed subject to the change being 
advertised to make the public aware of the change of date. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The only real cost to Council as a result of the change of meeting day would be the cost of 
advertising. 
 
Resolution 

58/2017 That Ordinary Meeting of Council be held on every 4th Monday of each month unless 
otherwise determined, at 9.00am. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Thompson    Carried  

 
Resolution 

59/2017 That the Ordinary Meeting of Council for April 2017 to be held on Wednesday, 26th April 
2017 as previously determined to allow for ANZAC Day. 
Moved Cr Cole    Seconded Cr Davis     Carried 

 

 
  

File No C12.1-L1.8 

Report: 315/2017  Request to Change Meeting Day 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 
Council has undertaken an extensive series of meetings in order to capture the thoughts of the 
community in relation to the update of the Community Strategic Plan. It should be noted that it is a 
COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN and the plan should reflect the views of the community. 
 
The community consultation meetings have also provided the opportunity to visit the outlying areas 
to see first- hand some of the issues of concern to the residents and also undertake inspections of 
the facilities. 
 
Current Situation: 
The meetings for the broader community were held last year and the meetings with the special 
interest groups were in the main held early this month. There are still some meetings to be held 
and these will primarily focus on the youth. 
 
There has been a good response at most of the meetings with a number of issues raised for 
consideration in the 2017/2018 Operational Plan. 
 
As expected there was some criticism levelled at Council in relation to some aspects of the work 
carried out but in the main the criticism was constructive and has been taken on board by the 
respective managers. 
 
The staff who attended took notes of the matters raised and will follow up on the issues and 
respond the various progress associations so that the information can be disseminated across the 
communities. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The costs incurred in the conducted of the meetings are covered by an allocation within the 
2015/2016 Operational Plan whilst the cost of undertaking any work identified will need to be 
provided in the 2017/2018 Operational Plan. 
 
Resolution 

60/2017 That Council receive and note the Report in relation to the community consultations 
meetings in respect of the update of the Community Strategic Plan. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole  Carried   Unstarred 

 

 
  

File No V1.9 

Report: 316/2017 Outcomes from the Community Consultation Meetings 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 
As Councillors are aware the Emergency Services Property Levy (ESPL) will be issued with the rate 
notices for 2017/2018. 
 
To ensure that all ratepayers across the state are treated equally there will be the need for a 
common based date for all valuations utilised for rating purposes. 
 
Current Situation: 
The Valuer General has issued new valuations for Bourke Shire which are yet to be uploaded into 
the “rating system”. Council has had a valuation only two (2) years ago and these were used for 
rating purposes for the 2015/2016. 
 
Council staff have actively engaged with NSW Treasury to ensure that Council will not be adversely 
impacted financially by the introduction of the ESPL and have also engaged additional staff to 
undertake the work involved. The additional cost will be met by NSW Treasury. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Variations to the valuation do not generally impact on the total amount of rates that can be raised 
by Council as that amount is limited by the rate pegging legislation. What it  can do is amend the 
way in which the rate burden is spread amongst the various categories as some areas within the 
Shire may increase at a greater rate or decrease at a greater rate than others. Effectively what this 
will mean is that whilst Council has adopted to utilise the full 1.5% of the rate increased allowed   
this only applies to the TOTAL amount of rates and individuals may receive a greater or smaller 
increase depending on the consistency of any increases across the Council area.  
 
As a result of the change in valuation there may be people who will seek an explanation as to why 
the increase on their property is greater than the rate peg amount. 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the receipt of New Valuations for the Shire. 
 
This report was considered in conjunction with the additional report provided. 
 

  

File No F2.5 

Report: 317/2017 New Valuations For Bourke Shire Council Emergency Services Property 
Levy (ESPL) 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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File No: R2.8 

Report: 409/2017 Updated Land Values for Rating Purposes  from 01/07/2017 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl – General Manager 

 
REPORT: 
New ratable land values are issued to New South Wales Councils from the Valuer-General’s Office 
(VG) every 3-4 years, depending on the individual Council’s rating valuation cycle.  
 
However, with the introduction of the Emergency Services Property Levy (ESPL), all Councils across 
the state will commence with new rating Land Values, all with the same Base Date (i.e. “as at Date”) 
of 1st July, 2016. These Land Values will be used for 2017/18 and thereafter. 
 
The new valuations will also be used for the generation of the Ordinary Rate as well as the ESPL. 
 
Bourke Shire’s Rating database has now been up-dated with the new values (the VG has been/will 
be advising all landholders in the Shire of their new valuation notices). 
 
This report has been prepared to make Councillors aware of the impact these values will have on 
assessments within each Rating Category, particularly those in the FARMLAND category, but also 
there will be significant impacts on some individual assessments in each other category as well, 
including town/urban assessments.  
 
To summarise the AVERAGE changes between the current Land Values (Base Date 01/07/2014) and 
the new Land Values (Base Date 01/07/2016), within each category, the following table is 
provided:- 
 

 
 
Any property whose individual land value % has increased by more that it’s category average % (as 
shown), could see an increase in the Ordinary Rate. Conversely, if an individual property’s land 
value has not risen by the category average, they should see a drop in the Ordinary Rate. 
 
The land value across the shire has risen by 38-43% in the past two (2) years. The values are in part 
reflective of the sales that have taken place during this period. 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Please be mindful of the fact that, despite individual Land Value increases or 
decreases, Council can only raise its TOTAL ORDINARY RATE REVENUE by 1.5% for 2017/18. 
 

-----------01/7/2014---------------------------01/07/2016----------------

---------Old Values------- ---------------New Values----------------

Net Gross Net AVERAGE

Ass. Rateable Ass. Rateable Rateable MOVEMENTS

221 BUSINESS 221 $6,689,150 221 $6,986,680 $6,855,480 2.49%

382 FARMLAND 382 $120,877,310 382 $176,860,290 $176,860,290 46.31%

316 NON-RATEABLE 316 $8,414,150 316 $10,216,130 $10,203,630 21.27%

1135 RESIDENTIAL 1135 $18,122,270 1135 $19,436,670 $19,412,670 7.12%

0 MINING 0 $0 0 $0 $0 0.00%

2054 2054 $154,102,880 2054 $213,499,770 $213,332,070 38.43%

$59,229,190 38.43%
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A spreadsheet was created of the Land Value variations and that data was taken to summarise the 
following Rating Category fluctuations. Obviously, there are some concerns when increases are so 
varied within each category/sub-category. There will be quite a few properties that will experience 
large rating increases as a result of their new land values, which of course will now apply to the new 
Emergency Services Property Levy (ESPL). 
 
The cost of the ESPL will be included on the rate notice. 
  
FARMLAND CATEGORY AVERAGE LAND VALUE INCREASE 46.31% 
There are around a dozen properties that have had their Land Values increase by significantly more 
than 50%, while 78 assessments have had a nil increase. 
 

RESIDENTIAL CATEGORY AVERAGE LAND VALUE INCREASE 7.12% 
The Residential rating category has 3 sub-categories, the details being as follows:- 

 
Rates – Bourke  814 Assessments had a NIL increase 
    11 Assessments had an increase of between 11% – 30% 
 
Rates – Nth Bourke 26 Assessments had a NIL increase 
    39 Assessments had an increase of between 20% - 100% 
    8 Assessments had an increase of between 160% - 275% 
 
Rates – Villages  135 Assessments had a NIL increase 

    53 Assessments had an increase of around 100% 
    18 Assessments had an increase of around 150% 
    32 Assessments had an increase of between 200% - 275% 
 

BUSINESS CATEGORY AVERAGE LAND VALUE INCREASE 2.49% 
Whilst 195 assessments have had a nil increase in land value, around 26 properties’ land values 
have increased more than 2.50%, with 11 increasing by 50%, 11 by 100%, and four (4) properties 
increasing between 170% - 275%. 
 
Conclusion 
Council staff will now commence forecasting the Rates and Charges for the 2017/2018 Operational 
Plan this week. This will then identify properties that will receive significant increases from the 
revaluation. A more detailed impact will be provided to Councillors at the Corporate Planning 
Meeting to be held in March. 
 
Resolution 

61/2017 
1. That Council notes the report regarding the updated land values for Rating purposes from 

01/07/17  
2. That Council includes in the April installment notices a letter that details of the impact of both 

the new valuations and the introduction of the Emergency Service Property Levy.  
3. That Council writes to all property owners that have paid their rates and charges in full in April 

with details of the impact of both the new valuations and the introduction of the Emergency 
Service Property Levy. 

4. That Council produces a Press release detailing the changes to land values and the ability of 
people to appeal these values. 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 
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Background: 
The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman and Councillor Victor Bartley attended a meeting of Bulloo 
Shire in November last year, following discussions it was agreed that the Councils should not let the 
state border be an impediment to both Councils working closely together and it was thought that 
tourism promotion would be an ideal first project. 
 
Current Situation: 
The CEO of Bulloo Shire, Edwina Marks has sent a draft memorandum of understanding in relation 
to a working relationship between both Councils and it is appended for Council’s information. 
 
The New South Wales and Queensland Governments have issued a Statement of Principles and 
Priorities for Cross-border Collaboration 2016-2019 and this has also been sent to Councillors. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There would be some cost involved in the joint promotion however; this should be able to be met 
out of existing budgetary provisions. In addition should there be publications designed and printed 
it would be anticipated that these would be recouped by advertising. 
 
Resolution 

62/2017  
1. That Council advise Bulloo Shire that it supports the cross border initiatives 
2. That Council coordinate a meeting of the Bourke , Brewarrina and Walgett Shire Council from 

New South Wales and Bulloo, Paroo and Balonne Shires to look at what initiatives can be 
employed to promote tourism amongst the six (6) Councils 

3. That Council sign the Memorandum of Understanding, subject to any amendments, with Bulloo 
Shire as the first step to establishing an effective cross- border relationship. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis     Carried 

File No C6.7-T4.1-A3.23 

Report: 318/2017  Cross Border Relationships- Bulloo Shire 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN 

Bulloo Shire Council, Queensland 
and 

Bourke Shire Council New South Wales 

The Bulloo Shire Council and Bourke Shire Council hereinafter referred to as “the Participants”, and 

separately as a “Participant”; 

 

AIMED by the desire to develop and strengthen cooperation in the tourism sector between the 

Bulloo Shire and Bourke Shire Councils; 

BEARING in mind the importance of tourism as a significant factor for economic development and 

understanding between both Participants; 

CONFIRMING their interest in strengthening joint cooperation in the tourism sector and to create 

reciprocal advantages for the benefit of their tourism sectors of both 

Participants; 

 

Have reached the following understanding:- 

I. OBJECTIVE 

The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is the development and strengthening 

of the cooperation between the Participants in the tourism sector based on equal rights and mutual 

benefit, in accordance with their respective legislation and binding international obligations of the 

Participants. 

II. ACTIVITIES OF COOPERATION 

In order to achieve the objective referred to in this MoU, the Participants intend to conduct the 

following activities of cooperation:- 

a) To develop tourism promotion initiatives to increase bilateral tourism flows, with emphasis 

on domestic grey nomad and four wheel drive travel, adventure and nature tourism, sports 

tourism, cultural tourism and tourism organized for groups (i.e. distribution channels 

related to two-Shire vacation tour operators); 

b) To promote the importance of tourism and travel as an economic engine, participate in 

working groups, workshops, exhibitions, to tourism and related issues, as well as any other 

action that represents a potential for tourism development in both Participants; 
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c) To encourage and support the exchange of experiences, statistics, information materials 

and any other information of mutual interest to their tourism sectors; 

d) To develop tourism crisis management committees if needed; 

e) To promote the implementation of training programs and train students between the 

Participants in the tourism sector; 

f) Any other activity of common interest decided upon by the Participants. 

III. SPECIFIC COOPERATION PROGRAMS 

For the implementation of cooperation activities under this MoU, the Participants intend to 

formalize specific cooperation programs to the reasonable extent possible, which should develop 

the following information: 

a) Activity development; 

b) Objective; 

c) Joint working schedule in areas of mutual interest 

d) Funding; 

e) Responsibility of each Participant; 

f) Any other information deemed appropriate by the Participants. 

IV. INFORMATION PROTECTION 

If during the implementation of cooperation activities referred to in this MoU information, material 

and/or equipment that requires protection and/or classification is identified, the Participants should 

inform the competent authorities and establish, in writing, the appropriate action. 

V. CONTACT POINTS 

In order to ensure adequate follow-up and implementation of this MoU, the Participants designate 

the following as the responsible points of contact:- 

a) On behalf of Bulloo Shire Council, Chief Executive Officer and the Mayor 

b) On behalf of Bourke Shire Council, General Manager and the Mayor 

If one of the Participants changes the responsible point of contact, that Participant should notify to 

the other of the designation of the new responsible point of contact. 

VI. AVAILABILITY OF PERSONNEL AND RESOURCES 

This MoU once in effect upon signature, does not create any legally binding rights or obligations for 

either Participant. All activities undertaken pursuant to this MoU are subject to the availability of 

funds, personnel and other resources of each participant. 
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The personnel designated by the Participants for the execution of this MoU should work under the 

orders and responsibility of the organization or institution to which they belong, at all times 

maintaining their employment relationship with that organization or institution. Their work should 

not create an employer-employee relationship with any other organization or institution, so in no 

case should that other organization or institution be considered as a substitute or joint employer of 

the designated personnel. 

VII. COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 

All activities undertaken pursuant to this MoU, and all personnel designated by the 

Participants for the execution of those activities undertaken pursuant to this MoU are subject to 

the applicable laws of the receiving country. Such personnel, if visiting the other Participant to 

participate in an activity pursuant to this MoU, should not engage in any activity unrelated to their 

duties. 

VIII. INTERPRETATION AND APPLICATION 

The Participants intend to hold consultations in order to address any aspect related to the 

interpretation or application of this MoU. 

IX. FINAL PROVISIONS 

This MoU is applicable upon its signature, and is effective for an indefinite period, subject to the 

provisions below. This MoU may be modified at any time by mutual consent of the Participants. Any 

modification shall be made in writing and specify the date on which such modification is to become 

effective. 

 

Any of the Participants may at any time, withdraw from this MoU by providing a written notice to 

the other Participant thirty (30) days in advance. 

The termination of this MoU shall not affect the conclusion of the cooperation activities that may 

have been formalized during the time this MoU is in effect, unless the Participants mutually decide 

otherwise. 
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Signed in      on  

 

FOR THE BULLOO SHIRE COUNCIL 

 

MAYOR:   

 

NAME:   

 

DATE:   

 

CEO:  

 

NAME:   

 

DATE: 

 

 

FOR THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 

 

MAYOR:   

 

NAME:  

 

DATE: 

 

GENERAL MANAGER: 

 

NAME:   
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Background: 
The land at the Enngonia Airstrip has been the subject of a Native title claim and sections of the 
Airstrip are now under the control of the Local Aboriginal Lands Councils. 
 
There are some sections of the airstrip that Council has sought to have a licence. 
 
Current Situation: 
The Department of Lands as part of the Department of Industry has offered to license part of the 
land adjacent to the existing strip to Council. 
 
Other sections of the strip are under the control of the Local Aboriginal Lands Council. 
 
The strip at Enngonia is not used with planes tending to land at the Race Course . 
 
The need to maintain the strip at all is questionable and will be subject to a separate report. 
 
In the interim it is suggested that Council accept the offer of the licence whilst the ability of Council 
to lease the remaining section of the airstrip is ascertained. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The cost of the licence is $174.90 per annum (GST Inclusive) 
 
Resolution  

63/2017 That Council authorise the fixing of the Common Seal of Council on the licence 
documentation relating to the issue of licence No RI 572345 dealing with parcels of land at the 
Enngonia Airstrip. 
Moved Cr Cole    Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 

 
Background: 
Council has airstrips at Bourke, Wanaaring and Louth which are sealed, have lighting and are 
fenced. 
 
Council also has airstrips at Byrock, Enngonia and Fords Bridge which are unsealed, unfenced and 
do not have lighting. 
 
Current Situation: 
A recent visit to the Byrock Airstrip by one of Council consultants in relation to airstrips has 
highlighted the fact that Council has an exposure to potential litigation if there were to be an 
accident at one of the unfenced strips. 

File No A1:1:6 

Report: 319/2017  Licence at Enngonia Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No LD11.1 –A6.1 

Report: 320/2017  Unfenced and Unsealed Airstrips 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Whilst Council does undertake inspections on each of the strips to ensure the markers are in place 
and the wind socks are installed and the surface is in reasonable condition the opportunity exists 
for the condition to change between inspections. 
 
There is very limited use of each of the airstrips and as such the necessity for the ongoing operation 
needs to be reviewed in light of the potential liability issues. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There is a cost in maintaining the various airstrips across the shire and this is provided for annually 
in the budget. 
 
Resolution 

64/2017 
1. That Council seek public comment regarding the need to maintain the airstrips at Enngonia, 

Fords Bridge and Byrock. 
2. That Council engage Tom Griffiths of Airport Plus to prepare a report detailing the issues to be 

considered in deciding whether to maintain the three (3) strips. 
Moved Cr Rice    Seconded Cr Bartley     Carried 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 405/2017  Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st January 2017 

Balances as per Bank Statement $805,431.43 

Plus: Deposit not shown $2,751.60 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $25,852.93 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $62.00 

Balance as per Cash Book $782,278.10 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st January 2017 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $8,613,015.58 $200,000.00 

Water $3,550,261.80  

Sewer $1,261,947.31  

Trust $212,817.45  

Total Funds $13,638,042.14  

 
Investments as at 31st January 2017 

National Australia Bank $1,283,408.21 2.7 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,934.81 2.75 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.7 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $414,690.32 2.7 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,541.28 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $643,508.09 2.7 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $735,944.16 2.7 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $621,750.88 2.7 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,308.38 2.65 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $378,405.70 2.65 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,116,553.77 2.65 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 41,576,881.20 2.65 %  181Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $597,321.05 2.65 %   90Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $306,556.19 Flex   

Total Investments $12,855,804.04    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified 
that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and 
Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 31st January 2017 

Balance as per cash book $782,278.10 

Investments $12,855,804.04 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $13,638,082.14 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2017 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st December 2016  2016 

General Fund $8,926,548.84 -$313,493.26 $8,613,055.58 

Water Fund $3,593,970.22 -$43,708.42 $2,550,261.80 

Sewer Fund $1,285,714.01 -$23,766.70 $1,261,947.31 

Trust Fund $223,665.02 -$10,857.57 $212,817.45 

Investments -$13,507,350.04 $651,546.00 -$12,855,804.04 

Totals $522,548.05 $259,730.05 $782,278.10 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st January 2017                                          $522,548.05 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $96,475.95 

(b) Other Cash  $858,906.96 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $1,347,198.86 

(b) New Investment  -$651,546.00 

Balance as at 31st January 2017 $785,278.10 

 
Resolution 

65/2017 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Cole    Seconded Cr Davis     Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 406/2017  Investment Report as at 31st January 2017 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 

Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 

The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 

 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2016/2017 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents 
an estimated return of 2.49%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and 
Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements 

 

The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st January 2017 is $12,855,804.04. 
 

Investment income earned as at 31st January 2017 was $144,778.64. 
  
3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 

Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 

 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
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Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows:- 
 
Term Deposits 

National Australia Bank $1,283,408.21 2.7 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,934.81 2.75 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.7 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $414,690.32 2.7 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,541.28 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $643,508.09 2.7 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $735,944.16 2.7 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $621,750.88 2.7 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,308.38 2.65 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $378,405.70 2.65 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,116,553.77 2.65 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 41,576,881.20 2.65 %  181Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $597,321.05 2.65 %   90Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $306,556.19 Flex   

Total Investments $12,855,804.04    

Percentage of Total Portfolio 100% 
Average Investment Yield  2.68% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $651,546.00 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

66/2017 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st January 2017 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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File No: F1.6 

Report: 407/2017  Budget Review to 31st December 2016 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) requires a 
council’s responsible accounting officer to prepare and submit a Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement (QBRS) to the governing body of council within two months of the end of the quarter. 
Submitted hereunder is that report:  
 
Background 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines on the preparation of QBRS to Council in 
December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guidelines commencing in July 2011 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out in the 
operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income and 
expenditure for that year. 
 
The guidelines also require the budget review statement to include a report by the responsible 
accounting officer as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates Council to be in a 
satisfactory financial position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, to include 
recommendations for remedial action. 
Issues 

 The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented to 
Council within two months of the end of the quarter. 

 The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local Government’s 
Guidelines in December 2010. 

 
Assessment 
(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) clause 203 requires a Council’s 
Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget review statement to 
the governing body of Council within two months of the end of the quarter 
Division of Local Government – Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued December 2010 
 

(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
Council’s original budget was adopted as part of the 2016/2017 Operational Plan on 23rd May 
2016 and reflected an overall cash based surplus of $539,800. 
 

(c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice 
Nil 
 

(d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 
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Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the December 2016 review period and is presented to Council for 
consideration. Full details are attached to the business paper. 
  
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and other 
officers where applicable.  
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the December QBRS is estimated to be a surplus 
of $517,766. 
 
A break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added back: 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating result 

General ($28,377,483) $24,749,919 $3,608,770 ($18,794) 

Water ($11,798,892) $11,796,482 $345,500 $343,090 

Sewer ($1,698,740) $1,715,010 $177,200 $193,470 

Total ($41,875,115) $38,261,411 $4,131,470 $517,766 

 
The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below:- 
 
Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Operational Income – additional 742,391 

Operational Expenses – additional (704,422) 

Capital Income and Contributions - increase 456,697 

Capital Expenditure - additional (456,697) 

Transfer to/from Reserves  

Net adjustment - Budget 37,969 

Summary Budget Impact 

Original Budget surplus 539,800 

Adjustments from QBRS September 2016 (60,003) 

Adjustments from QBRS December 2016 37,969 

Revised Budget Surplus $517,766 

 
Conclusion 
The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 31st December 2016 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer provided 
under separate cover to Council. 
 
Resolution 

67/2017  
1. That the document entitled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2016” be received 

and noted. 
2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget Review 

Statement – December 2016” be adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 
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File No: A3.12 

Report: 408/2017 Related Party Disclosure 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background: 
The Australian Accounting Standards Board has determined that from the 1st July 2016, AASB 124 
Related Party Disclosures will apply to Local Government. This means Council must now disclose 
related party relationships, transactions and outstanding balances, including commitments in the 
Annual Financial Statements. Whilst this is a new requirement for the public sector these 
disclosures have been long-standing in the private Sector. 
 
Discussion 
A policy will be prepared in order to define the parameters for related party transactions and the 
level of disclosure and reporting required for Council to achieve compliance with the requirements 
of AASB124.  
 
To comply with AASB124, Council needs to collect information from its Key Management Personnel 
(KMP) to identify related party relationships and transactions. KMP are defined as those persons 
having the responsibility to plan, direct and control the activities of Council. A list of KMP will be 
included in the Policy. 
 
The policy will require all KMP to periodically provide a related Party Disclosure notifying any 
existing or potential related party transactions between Council and related parties. These 
transactions included on the returns will be reviewed and verified in Council’s business system and 
the information added to the Register of Related Party Transactions. 
 
Legislative Provisions 

 AASB 124 Related Party Disclosure 

 Local Government Act 1993 

 Local Government General Regulation 

 Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (PPIPA) 

 Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (GIPA) 
 
Financial Implications  
The cost to undertake the required review of information and updating of the Register of Related 
Party Transactions will be accommodated within the current budget. 
 
Resolution 

68/2017 That Council note the information in report 408/2017 in relation to the Related Party 
Disclosure requirements as presented to the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 21st 
February 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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MANAGER OF TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT 

 

File No: P4.1 

Report: 503/2017 Quarterly Management Report & Delivery Plan 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development 

 
Quarterly Management Report is attached for Council’s endorsement. Councillors will note 
progress is as expected for the first half of the year. 
 
The Walkden’s Bore project is now completed, the reseal of the Bourke Airstrip is well underway. 
 
Most items contained within the Delivery Plan are underway and the majority have progressed to a 
50% level halfway through the year. Most of the deliverables within the Delivery Plan are also 
Council’s core business with a strong emphasis on consultation with community agencies, 
governance and statutory obligations in regards to water and road maintenance. 
 
Overall it is pleasing to see the progress made towards the Delivery Plan for 2016/2017 with several 
items such as the yearly audit and improvements to Council’s overall financial position being a 
highlight. 
 
Resolution  

69/2017 That Council note the second quarter Delivery Plan report as presented to the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 21st February 2017. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 
 
  



 
 

Quarterly Management Report 
 

Bourke Shire Council  
Delivery Plan 

 

Quarter two. 2016-2017 
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Working effectively to ensure a harmonious and sustainable 
community 
Strive for population growth and the maintenance of our community values 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Promote business opportunity to 

those that seek assistance 

Enquire for new and 

existing business 

MTD Progressing 50% Ensure information provided to those seeking in regards 

to business opportunities. 

Provide development programs to 

grow capability in current and 

prospective leaders 

At least one business promo 

delivered per year 

MTD Progressing 50% Christmas promotion completed. 

Encourage activities that promote 

community spirit 

Hold a number of 

functions/activities yearly 

MTD Progressing 50% Festival of a Thousand Stories held in September. Poets 

Trek held. Planning for Easter Festival underway. 

Foster and build community 

partnerships and networks 

Number of meetings 

participated with 

interagency stakeholders 

GM Progressing 50% MANEX staff continue to meet with all stakeholders as 

required and needed. 

Develop local sculptures for 

community/ visitor enjoyment 

Develop a number of theme 

sculptures 

MTD Progressing 50% Seek funding for this activity. Planning underway for 

Sculpture Symposium. Potential for some sculpture as 

part of main street upgrade. 

Foster increased opportunities for 

cultural activities and within the 

arts 

Number of activities held 

locally 

MTD Progressing 50% Actively seek opportunities for support. E.g. Christmas and 

Easter activities. 

Undertake disability access audit of 

Bourke 

Disability Audit completed MW Progressing 50% As per Councils PAMP 
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Improvement in job opportunities, health outcomes and representation for the community 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Ensure a high standard of 

education for shire residents 

At least 1 meeting per year 

to discuss 

community/school issues 

with DET 

GM Progressing 45% Formal meetings yet to be planned for 2016-17. Informal 

discussions as required. 

Ensure a high standard of 

education for shire residents 

Number of existing schools 

maintenance 

GM Progressing 50% Liaise and consult with Schools as required. Attendance at 

School awards nights. 

Provide leadership and 

coordination of the Bourke 

Interagency group 

Attend a number of 

meetings 

GM Progressing 45% Meets in a limited way. Regular communication with local 

Heads of Departments. Meet particularly through 

Maragnuka forum. 

Provide and maintain 

representation on Bourke 

Community Working Party 

Number of meetings 

attended by Management 

and Staff 

GM Progressing 50% Participate as required. Continue to liaise with CWP 

members. 
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Provide a high standard of infrastructure to support community needs 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Ensure State Highways are 

maintained to a high standard in 

accordance with contract 

Competitive benchmarking 

under RMCC contract 

MRS Progressing 50% Councils is still maintaining a very good Contractor 

performance report for RMS works. Council benchmark 

are consistent and sometimes better than other Councils. 

Ensure State Highways are 

maintained to a high standard in 

accordance with contract 

continued quality of work MRS Progressing 50% Council still receiving good contractor performance 

reports for its RMCC works. Council still maintaining 

consentient funding from RMS to secure valuable income 

for Council estimate budget. 

Ensure State Highways are 

maintained to a high standard in 

accordance with contract 

staff training RMCC 

Contract 

MRS Progressing 50% Appropriate training and qualifications have been 

maintained to secure RMCC contract. 

Develop Village facilities plan and 

maintain facilities in conjunction 

with residents 

Village Plan Developed MW Progressing 35% Continue to liaise with Village residents about 

improvements and plans for Villages. 

Ensure Dentist an Doctors available 

in Bourke to meet community’s 

needs 

At least 2 meetings with 

existing Drs/staff to discuss 

operations/town issues and 

doctors 

MTD Progressing 50% Continue to work with RARMS in regards to issues. 

Provide protection from crime, fire, 

antisocial behaviour and other 

threats to community safety such 

as dog control and needle pick ups 

Quarterly meetings and 

precinct meetings 

GM Progressing 50% Precinct meetings attended as scheduled. Police address 

Council at most Council meetings. 

Develop and implement town 

streets strategic plan to include 

kerb and gutter, stormwater, 

shoulder seals, footpaths 

Streets, footpaths, storm 

water drains maintained to 

serviceable standard 

MW Progressing 50% As per Council's Budget 

Ensure strong and active Youth 

Services 

Attend a number of youth 

interagency meetings 

MTD Progressing 50% Continue to attend Youth Services meetings. Participate in 

Justice Reinvestment youth forums. Summer activities 

commence from 28th December 2016. 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Ensure all weather access to 

villages of Wanaaring and Louth 

Lobby for all weather roads 

to be completed 

MRS Progressing 50% Council is still continuing to try and gain funding to 

complete the sealing of the Wanaaring Road as its highest 

priority, unfortunately the process of ensuring the Louth 

and Wanaaring Roads are all weather access by gravel 

resheeting would seem impossible as this would exhaust 

gravel supplies, is more economical to gravel re-sheet 

strategic areas of these Roads. E.g. Black Soil Plains etc. to 

ensure we retain sufficient gravel qualities if or when we 

receive funding to seal the Wanaaring and Louth Roads. 

Ensure viable Children’s services 

are continued in Bourke. 

1 meeting per year 

between council BDCS 

MTD Progressing 50% Continue to liaise with BDCS. MTD takes active role on 

committee. 

Develop parks maintenance plan Maintenance Plan 

completed 

MW Progressing 50% Ongoing 

Ensure local, rural and regional 

roads are kept to an acceptable 

standard 

Follow 10 year plan MRS Progressing 50% Routine maintenance program progressing as per annual 

programming. Projects listed in Councils 10 year plan are 

being completed when matching funding have been 

received, local roads project requests from Village 

consultations meetings have been programed for current 

financial year where funding is available.EG Improvements 

at the Five mile Wanaaring Road Project, Extensions at 

Kelly Camp on MR 404 Fords Bridge, Sealing at Duck Tank 

on MR 68S Louth, Reseals Wanaaring Village and Bourke 

Township. 

Ensure local, rural and regional 

roads are kept to an acceptable 

standard 

staff training MRS Progressing 50% Staff training schedule is progressing as per current 

financial year plan. 

Ensure suitable walkway in 

maintained for recreational use 

around town levee 

Walkway completed MTD Progressing 10% Continues to be a concept being developed. Not funded 

at this time. 

Ensure commercial air services are 

available from Bourke to Dubbo 

Air Service availability for all MTD Progressing 10% Progressing in conjunction with the Department of 

Premier and Cabinet. Potential for available funding. 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Some operators have shown interest. Very early in 

discussions. 

Provide and maintain safe and 

serviceable public facilities and 

infrastructure including roads, 

footpaths and storm water drains 

Risk  Assessments carried 

out as per calendar 

MCS Progressing 50% Assessments carried out as required 

Provide Village Hall’s to the 

communities of Byrock, Enngonia, 

Louth, Yantabulla, Wanaaring 

Halls maintained to 

serviceable standard 

MW Progressing 50% Council continue to improve Village Halls in consultation 

with Village residents. 

Develop and implement strategic 

plan for Council buildings including 

housing stock, council offices, 

depot and halls 

Building Plans completed MW Progressing 35%  

Maintain parks to standard 

outlined in plan 

Parks maintained to 

serviceable standards 

MW Progressing 50% Parks are maintained to Council's standards 

Provide sustainable library services Encourage school and youth 

participation 

MCS Completed 50% Programs implemented and carried out 

Provide sustainable library services Ensure that book stock is 

capable of meeting 

community needs – 

adequate servicing of 

community 

MCS Progressing 50% Budget allocation utilised to purchase books for 

community 

Provide sustainable library services Support the collection and 

recording of local history 

MCS Progressing 50% Included in budget. Staff dedicate time to local history 
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Ensure the long term economic sustainability of residents and 
businesses within the shire 
Improving the economic prospects for people that live in the region 

DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Assist to ensure a viable and 

profitable tourism industry 

Attendance at inland Regional 

Tourism Office meetings 

MTD Progressing 50% Continue to develop Exhibition Centre and oversee Jandra 

operations. Participate in regional marketing and tourism 

opportunities. Inland Tourism no longer an organisation. 

Await formation of replacement. 

Assist to ensure a viable and 

profitable tourism industry 

Attendance at three industry 

shows 

MTD Progressing 50% Attend Trade Shows throughout year. 

Improve telecommunications in 

the areas of mobile phone 

coverage, internet reliability, digital 

television and the National 

Broadband Network. Improve 

access to local television 

Mobile coverage available 

(external) 

MTD Progressing 5% Continue to lobby senior politicians in regards to 

improved services. 
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Promoting Bourke as a Regional service centre 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Liaise with State and Federal 

Government Departments to assist 

with prioritising expenditure and 

areas of focus 

Attend national roads 

conferences 

MRS Completed 100% To attend National Roads Congress at Toowoomba, on 

16
th

, 17
th

 and 18th November 2017 with the Mayor and 

Manager of Roads. Booked. 

Liaise with State and Federal 

Government Departments to assist 

with prioritising expenditure and 

areas of focus 

Attend regional consultative 

committee meetings/forums 

GM Progressing 50% Continue to liaise with all levels of Government in 

prioritise areas of focus. 

Liaise with State and Federal 

Government Departments to assist 

with prioritising expenditure and 

areas of focus 

Grant application MTD Progressing 50% Meet proactively with Government agencies and local 

Members to assist prioritise areas of focus. (Main street 

funding achieved in January). 

Maximise participation with 

Regional Development Boards and 

other like agencies 

Liaise with peak agencies at least 

once per quarter 

GM Progressing 50% Ongoing interaction with representative Boards. 

 

  



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke on Tuesday, 21
st

 February 2017 at 9.00am 

This is page 46 of 88 the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke on Tuesday, 21
st

 February 2017 at 9.00am 

Developing industry and business 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Assist and encourage the 

development of new business 

Assistance of new businesses MTD Progressing 50% Liaise with potential new and expanding businesses. 

Ongoing information provided. Abattoir Development 

Application completed. 

Ensure local supermarket is 

available to the community and 

prices and quality are kept at 

acceptable levels 

At least 1 meeting per year to 

discuss town/supermarket issues 

MTD Progressing 50% Liaise with local supermarkets. Discussions informal. 

Upgrade main street amenity. 

Include chairs, pavers, shade, 

gardens 

Main street amenities upgraded MW Progressing 25% As per Council's Budget 

Investigate further the notion of a 

truck by pass to allow for triple 

road trains to travel further south 

and east of Bourke 

Meet with RMS to discuss 

issue/need 

GM Progressing 50% Manager of Roads continues to liaise with RMS. GM as 

required, 
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Promoting population growth 
DP Action Action Responsibility Status Progress Comment 

Develop and implement initiatives 

to welcome new residents and 

make them aware of the Shire’s 

opportunities 

Supply new updated residents 

information packs 

MTD Progressing 35% New residents - information provided as requested. New 

residents evening planned for the 21st of March. 

Ensure local public transport 

options are maximized. Particularly 

in the areas of buses, taxis and air 

services 

Audit of services each year GM Progressing 50% Existing levels of service maintained. Ongoing discussions 

in regards to air services. 

Advocating the iconic regional benefits of Bourke Shire areas, its people and resources 
DP Action Action Responsibility Status Progress Comment 

Regular use of media to promote 

positive stories for Bourke 

GM’s weekly column GM Progressing 50% Completed each week in the Western Herald. 
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Sustaining the Environmental qualities of the Shire 
Managing the natural and built environment responsibly 

DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Manage Council reserves for the 

long term including the Fishing 

Reserve, Mays Bend and the Boat 

Ramp for the benefit of the local 

community 

Council meet obligations in 

relation to crown and public land 

management 

MES Progressing 40% obligations met in relation to management of crown and 

public land 

Establish a local community garden Community garden completed MW Not 

Progressing 

0% Not Progressing 

Protect local heritage items 

including significant architecture, 

indigenous heritage and the 

natural environment 

Heritage Item protected MES Progressing 50% Heritage advisor employed by council to provide expert 

advice regarding heritage matter. Heritage items 

protected and identified through schedule 5 in the Bourke 

LEP. 

Ensure local township free from 

rubbish, neat and tidy. Clean away 

unsightly vacant blocks 

Township free from rubbish and 

is kept in neat and tidy state 

MES Progressing 35% Notices and orders issued for clean-up of unsightly blocks, 

free tip days run throughout year. Education programs 

run through schools in conjunction with the NetWaste, 

Council involved in clean up works through Work for the 

Dole with MPREC. Council part of BWAC for clean-up of 

discrete aboriginal communities, awaiting container 

deposit scheme outcomes 

Reduce our waste to landfill 

through effective waste 

management and recycling 

Effective waste management and 

recycling opportunities achieved 

MES Progressing 30% Researching avenues for the reintroduction of a 

sustainable kerb side recycling service for households and 

businesses, awaiting outcomes of container deposit 

scheme, with council attending CDS Briefs,  Continual 

paths investigated through NetWaste and Government 

Departments 

Ensure long term maintenance of 

all cemeteries 

All Cemeteries maintained to 

serviceable standard 

MES Progressing 50% Cemetery maintained to a serviceable standard 

Adhere to Local (Standard) Adhere to LEP MES Progressing 50% LEP Adhered to with planning and development 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Environmental Plan (LEP) for 

Bourke Shire Council 

Securing a sustainable water and wastewater services for all users 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Develop long term water saving 

measures to assist in sustainability 

Drought Management Plan 

updates and endorsed 

MW Progressing 50% Ongoing 

Ensure reliable sewer system Annual DECCWW report by due 

date 

MW Progressing 50% Ongoing 

Ensure reliable sewer system Conform to EPA licence 

requirement 

MW Completed 50% Completed as per Council's Licence Conditions 

Ensure reliable sewer system Exposure to potential liability 

claims reduced through the 

implementation of risk 

management strategies 

MW Progressing 30% As per Council 's Sewerage Strategic Plan 

Ensure reliable sewer system Implement Strategic Business 

Plan for sewerage 

MW Progressing 50% As per Council's Strategic Plan 

Ensure reliable sewer system Prompt attention to sewer 

chokes and pump station failures 

to minimize interruptions to 

consumers 

MW Progressing 50% As per Council's Sewerage Strategic Plan 

Ensure reliable sewer system Risk assessments are carried out 

prior to the commencement of 

any work 

MW Progressing 50% Carried out as required. Updated regularly and for new 

works. 

Ensure reliable sewer system Satisfactory disposal of effluent 

from oxidation ponds 

MW Progressing 50% Ongoing 

Increase the amount of water 

stored for the Bourke community 

in the weir pool by increasing the 

height of the weir 

Weir pool capacity increased MW Progressing 25% Council lobbying State and federal Members 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Ensure the emergency town water 

supply for Bourke by connecting to 

bore 

Connection to bore completed MW Progressing 90% 3rd Bore to be developed. 

Investigate potential upgrade/ 

replacement of Water Treatment 

Plant, raw water pumping and raw 

water trunk mains. 

Report complete for potential 

upgrade/replace 

MW Progressing 25% INWS to provide funding 

Continual monitoring of town 

water supply to identify any 

unsatisfactory change and to 

ensure safe water supply 

Conformance to guidelines MW Progressing 50% As per Councils LOS 

Continual monitoring of town 

water supply to identify any 

unsatisfactory change and to 

ensure safe water supply 

Implement Strategic Business 

Plan for water supply 

MW Progressing 50% As per Council's Water Strategic Plan 

Continual monitoring of town 

water supply to identify any 

unsatisfactory change and to 

ensure safe water supply 

Provide efficient water supply in 

accordance with drinking water 

guidelines 

MW Progressing 50% Council adhere to Australian Drinking water Guidelines 
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Working effectively with our community to achieve our long term 
vision 
Promoting participation and coordination between the community and Council 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Participate in diverse committees 

and groups including Interagency, 

Community Reference Groups, 

Liquor Accord, Rural Fire Services 

etc. 

Hold quarterly Local Emergency 

Management Committee 

meetings 

GM Progressing 50% Attended meetings as scheduled. 

Participate in diverse committees 

and groups including Interagency, 

Community Reference Groups, 

Liquor Accord, Rural Fire Services 

etc. 

Provide assistance to all 

Emergency Services for all 

emergency incidents when 

requested to maximise the 

protection and well-being of the 

community – assistance provided 

when requested 

GM Progressing 50% Actively participate in emergency management meetings, 

Liquor Accord, Youth meetings and many more. Ensure 

BSC represented. 

Participate in diverse committees 

and groups including Interagency, 

Community Reference Groups, 

Liquor Accord, Rural Fire Services 

etc. 

Regular review of the Local 

Disaster Plan 

GM Progressing 50% Review undertaken each year. Critical incident review as 

required. 

Provide development programs to 

encourage young leaders 

Work with PCYC Managers and 

Committee 

GM Progressing 50% Extensive liaison with PCYC continues. Works on PCYC 

building on going. Summer holiday program underway. 

(since successful). Planning for mud run at Easter. 
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Pursuing continuous improvement in the business of Council 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Update and maintain plant 

replacement program 

Maintain funding to keep plant 

moving to gain plant income 

MRS Progressing 50% Council’s plant income is progressing as per financial 

estimate. 

Update and maintain plant 

replacement program 

Update program every twelve 

months 

MRS Progressing 50% Current year plant replacement program is on schedule 

and consistent with financial year budget. 

Continuously monitor, review and 

publicly evaluate progress, 

including periodic community 

satisfaction surveys, of the 

Community Strategic Plan to 

ensure priority areas are being 

acted upon 

Annual preparation and adoption 

of the Operational Plan that 

directly addresses the priorities of 

the Delivery Program for the 

financial year preparation of 

Annual Report 

GM Progressing 50% Quarterly reporting undertaken. End of financial year CSP 

review held. 

Continuously monitor, review and 

publicly evaluate progress, 

including periodic community 

satisfaction surveys, of the 

Community Strategic Plan to 

ensure priority areas are being 

acted upon 

Annual village tours GM Completed 100% Quarterly review completed. Village tours completed for 

this financial year. 

Update business continuity plan Desk top review carried out MCS Progressing 50% Desk top review carried out in March 2016 

Maintain Council’s Financial 

position 

Asset Management Plan 

completed and reviewed 

MCS Progressing 80% Full review to be completely Peter February 2017. 

Maintain Council’s Financial 

position 

Completion of Finance 

Management Reports and 

statutory requirements by 

defined date 

MCS Progressing 85% All statutory reporting requirements completed by 

31/12/2017 

Maintain Council’s Financial 

position 

Long Term Financial Plan 

completed and reviewed 

MCS Progressing 70% Full review of LTFP underway to be included in IPR 

reporting requirements 

Maintain Council’s Financial 

position 

Quarterly reporting on the 

budget in the Operational Plan 

MCS Progressing 50% Second quarterly report completed. Financial Statements 

show improvement in most areas 

Maintain Council’s Financial The Capital Works Plant MCS Progressing 50% Management reviewing requirements with the review of 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

position Replacement and Forward 

Programme of Works submitted 

to March Council meeting 

LTFP and Asset Management review. Community 

Consultation meeting will commence in November. 

Timeframe to complete by March 2017. 

Maintain Council’s Financial 

position 

The Delivery and Operational Plan 

be submitted to April meeting 

MCS Completed 20% Staff currently working on reporting requirements to 

finalise reports within the timeframe. 

Deliver a high quality service that 

meets customer expectations. 

Correspondence is responded to 

within 7 days 

MCS Progressing 50% Ongoing 

Deliver a high quality service that 

meets customer expectations. 

Finalisation of Work Staff 

performance Appraisal by 30th 

November each year 

GM Progressing 80% Underway but not complete in December. 

Deliver a high quality service that 

meets customer expectations. 

Maintain and implement training 

plan 

MCS Completed 10% Plan commenced will review with Workforce Plan 

Deliver a high quality service that 

meets customer expectations. 

Trained staff GM Progressing 50% Staff training needs continuously monitored. Training days 

organised. 

Deliver a high quality service that 

meets customer expectations. 

Workforce management 

reviewed annually 

GM Progressing 50% Planning for review underway. Review as part of Delivery 

program. 

Providing strategic leadership for the community 
DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Develop additional houses for 

senior staff of BSC 

Plan developed to increase 

Councils housing stock to a 

suitable number 

MCS Progressing 50% Budget allowance included in 16/17. 

Represent Council at Western 

Division Group of Shires 

Association on NSW 

Number of meetings attended by 

General Manager and Councillors 

GM Progressing 50% GM and Mayor attend as scheduled. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Develop and implement Risk 

Management System that 

provides for: 

Workplace Hazard Identification, 

Risk Assessment and Risk 

MCS Progressing 50% Review of Risk and Work Health and Safety Systems was 

carried out in August by independent consultant 
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DP Action Action Responsible 

Officer 

Status Progress Comment 

Controls, Management Review 

System for all of Councils 

functions and activities 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Develop and implementation of 

accident/incident/injury/damage 

investigation process 

MCS Completed 65% Process implemented and all reporting requirements 

addressed 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Ensure all staff, contractors and 

volunteers have undertaken 

relevant Risk Management 

training 

GM Progressing 50% Undertake as necessary. Managers active with risk 

management. Ongoing MANEX agenda. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Ensure WHS Safety Committee 

meets regularly to discuss and/or 

review all incident reports 

GM Progressing 50% WHS committee contuse to be active. Recent review 

undertaken. Suggested improvements to be implemented 

over the financial year. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Inspection of Council facilities and 

assets as per schedule 

Staff Training 

Review Policies 

GM Progressing 50% Regular inspections undertaken. Assets management plan 

updated. Workforce plan review early in 2017. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Maintain documentation for staff, 

contractors, lease holders, service 

providers, volunteers, Council 

facilities and assets, plant and 

equipment 

GM Progressing 50% Contractor documentation, assets, plant and equipment 

schedules maintained. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Reduction of accidents, injuries, 

damage and public liability claims 

GM Progressing 50% Injury management system/ reporting continues as per 

procedures. 

Ensure Council meets community 

& legislative expectations with its 

governance standards 

Yearly audit conducted GM Completed 100% Audit completed. Issues from Auditor reported to Council. 

 

  



PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: C6.41 

Report: 903/2017  National Local Roads Congress – 7th – 9th November 2017 

Author: Australian Local Government Association 

 
Council has received advice from the Australian Local Government Association that the 2017 
National Local Roads Congress will be held 7th – 9th November 2017 in Albany, Western Australia. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

70/2017 That the Mayor, Manager of Roads and any available Councillors be authorised to attend the 
National Local Roads Congress to be held 7th – 9th November 2017 in Albany, WA. 
Moved Cr Cole    Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 

 

File No: D5.2-H1.1 

Report: 904/2017  2017 Bush Bursary – Country Women’s Association Scholarship Program 

Author: Anna Dugdale, Project Officer – Education & Training 
NSW Rural Doctors Network 

 
Inviting Council to participate in the Bush Bursary – CWA Scholarship Program for 2017. 
 
To participate in the Scheme, Council would be required to do the following:- 

 Payment of $3,000 + GST for sponsored student 

 Nomination of Placement Coordinator from within Council or associated organisation 

 Organisation of placement for sponsored Bush Bursary student, including liaising with local 
medical practitioners and community groups, accommodation and social aspects for the 
two (2) week placement 

 Liaise with NSW RDN and sponsored Bush Bursary student regarding placement 
arrangements.  

 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

71/2017 That Council advise that they are unable to accede to the request from the NSW Rural 
Doctors Network. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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File No: A3.39-A3.37-G2.1 

Report: 905/2017  Letter of Appreciation 

Author: Stewart McLeod PSM OAM 

 
Thanking the Council for their show of appreciation following him being a recent recipient of the 
Order of Australia Medal. Also thanking the General Manager and Council for the support that he 
received to help him to achieve what he has in the industry. 
 
Resolution 

72/2017 That Council note the information received from Stewart McLeod PSM OAM. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 102/2015 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby/ Roads Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed 30th December 2016 to the 3rd February 2017. 
                 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Clara Heart Village  In progress 

MR Bridges Maintenance Completed 

Maritime Trail  Top Grade completed 

Boat ramp Top Grade completed 

Fishing Reserve Top Grade completed 

  

2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Bourke - Wanaaring Top Grade completed 

 

     3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Bourke - Wanaaring Top Grade completed 

Hwy Aggregate Reseals Aggregate Carting Completed 

     

4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

All State Highways Patching undertaken 

 

5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing and maintenance 
carried out 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 
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Davidson Oval Prepare grounds for new Fitness Group 
Prepare grounds for Junior and Senior cricket 

Central Park Skate Park- regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
General graffiti removal 

Villages Mow grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Training Nil 

 

 
  

6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily 

Cemetery Graves prepared  
6/1/2017 
12/1/2017 x 2 
2/2/2017 

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning, rubbish removal and cleaning road side 
Mow and Poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

General Sand footpaths weekly ongoing  
Town mowing ongoing  
Take down Christmas flags 
Mow sisters of Mercy grounds  
Pick up trees Mitchell and Meek Streets   
Erect new keep left signs in Oxley and Mitchell Streets  
Airport mowing  
Digs piers for security camera posts at airport carpark and near RFS  
Airport reseals 
Installation of two (2) posts at airport for security cameras  
Poisoning of weeds around town corners, drains and road edges Start  
Remove fallen tree Police Station footpath   
Town drains after storm  
Remove tree limb from tree at weir  
Set up flags, rope, table and chairs for Australia Day function 
Sweeper remove water from rain all day  
Daily airport inspections  
Remove fallen trees from around town after the storm  
Poison weeds sewer treatment plant  

Sundry Debtors Dust 921119 

Cherry Picker 921120 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Acting Plant Foreman 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo Repair engine mount and loom 

92 CA52JC 2014 Western Star Service and weld up air tank brackets, put 
computer on truck to clear codes, clean sensors 

60 AV25YJ 2008 Freightliner 
Columbia 

Replace bonnet springs and light switch 

78 CA80TI 2014 Isuzu 400 Twin Cab Replace broken fittings on water-tank on tray, 
re-wire pump 

17 YCJ49S 2014 Mazda BT 50 35,000 km service, changed oil and fuel filters, 
air cleaner and checked gear box 

20 CJ68XA 2015 Nissan X Trail 30,000 km service, Changed engine oil and oil 
filters, needs new number plates 

107 73635C 2009 Kubota Replace spindle and bearings 

218 BR67WH 2012 Hino Repair bin lifter 

15 DJY11Z 2016 Toyota Prado 10,000 km service, replace engine oil and oil 
filter 

304 YGM48G Mazda BT 50 10,000 km service, fit rear air bags to vehicle 

67 CH83EG 2014 Isuzu D/Max Remove complete dash and replace evaporator 

109 07615C 2011 Toro Replace pulley on deck 

77 AY40UT 2008 Case Repair  broken piece on valve bank, replace 
battery 

27 BD40GF 2009 Isuzu 450 200,000 km service 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino 2750 hr service, put new keyway in hydraulic 
motor, replace blower bulb on tail light 

404 CI35TV 2010 Isuzu 500 Repair wiring to brake lights 

 
  

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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8. Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance 

              DATE          LOCATION  ACTIVITY 

January 3rd  Central  Park Repair solenoids on sprinkler system  

January 4th  11 Charles St  Dig 200mm filtered water main repair with clamp  

 44 Wortumertie St Dig 25mm raw service and repair  

 40 Wortumertie St  Fix leaking water meter  

January 5th  Byrock Clean overhead water tank 

 69 Hope Low raw water presser blow out and clear 

 111 Anson St Low raw water presser blow out and clear 

 73 marten St  Low raw water presser blow out and clear 

January 6th  Louth Dig 50mm bore line replace damage part  

 8 Mertin St Sewer choke  

January 9th Enngonia hall Sewer choke 
Check toilets and drains  

 166 Anson St Fix leaking water meter 

January 10th  136 Meadows Road Low raw water presser blow out and clear 

 6 Darling St Sewer choke 

 BOB Centre  Replace flick mixer tap in toilet 

 60 Mitchell St Dig 100mm  raw main repair with clamp 

January 11th  High St  Dig 50mm poly line replace damage part 

 73A Mertin St Dig raw main and clear service  

 Fords Bridge  Check toilet and septic  

 WTP Raw water tower Low Raw water pump tripped out 
change pumps over contact election in morning   

January 12th  WTP Election fix VSD on raw pump 

 WTP Karl MacDonald clean out sludge ponds  

 1 Cullie St Dig 100mm raw main replace tapping band water off 
1hr 

 Charles St Dig 250mm raw water main repair with clamp 

January 13th  Mertin St Sewer 
Pump Station 

Pulled out guide  rail to be repaired 

 166 Anson St Fixed leaking filtered service 

January 16th  Louth Clean out column which was full of mud and damaged  
replaced pump  in temerity column  

January  17th  28 Tudor St Sewer choke 

 4 Glen St Low raw water pressure cleared line  

 Charles St Tower  Connected drain to line that runs to the tower 

January 18th  Anson St Sewer 
Pump Station 

Put new pump in and ordered new part for other new 
pump 

January  19th  Gorrell  Avenue Fix filtered 50 mm poly  line 

January 23rd  Anson St CDEP YARD Fixed raw main 120/130 clamp 

 5a Short St Replaced leaking tap top 

January 24th 17 Moculta St Low raw water pressure cleared line  

January 25th  33 Richard St Sewer choke 
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 71 Oxley St Turned offed  filtered water service 

 Cnr Glen & Tudor St Cleared storm water drain 

January 27th  145 Meadows Road Fixed leaking filtered service 

 4 Denman St Fix leaking tap top 

 28 Hope St Sewer choke 

January 30th  Walkden’s Bore Check chlorine level possible leak  

 70 Mitchell St Sewer choke 
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Bourke Sewerage Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

 Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

AUG 
2016 
Test 

Sept 
 2016 
Test 

OCT  
2016 
Test 

NOV 
2016 
Test 

DEC 
2016 
Test 

JAN 
2017 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 2 5 <2 <2 

pH  6.5-8.5 n/a 8.9 9.3 9.7 8.14 9.94 

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 9.1 3.8 6 6 8.5 11.9 

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 3 3 2.5 1.9 1.7 1.3 

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 20 52 1 50 62 42 152 

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 15 14 10 16 18 18 14 

 
Record of Water Usage 
For the period, 01/01/17 to 31/12/2017 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 
Water usage for January through to December 2017:   Yearly totals for 2017 

Water Scheme 
Annual 

Allocation 
(Ml) 

Total Usage 
For The 

Period (Ml) 
January  

Usage Year 
To Date 

(Ml) 

Daily Average 
For The 

Period (Ml) 

Daily Average 
Year To Date 

(Ml) 

Bourke Potable  52 52 1.3 1.2 

Bourke  River 3500 224 224 10.8 4.2 

North Bourke Village 
Raw 

750 35.2 35.2 0.9 0.6 

 Rainfall in Bourke for January 2017 was  ……26.6………….mm   

 Hottest day for January 2017 was ……46……. degrees  

Resolution 

73/2017 That the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented 
to Council on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 202/2017 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Delegated 
Authority 
or Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent 
No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2017/0008 

Lot 3890, DP 766363 
Barrakee Station, Bourke 

Relocation of Existing Dwelling, Dual 
Occupancy 

Council DA 
2017/0007 

Lot 975, DP 762195 
Idalia Station, Louth 

Construction of Replacement 
Dwelling, carport & Verandah 

 

Total value of Approved works for January 2016 = $895,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for January 2016  = 2 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for January 2016 = 0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 202/2017 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance and repairs of Council buildings carried out 
Pest control started on Council buildings 

Town Graffiti removal – skate park 

Airport Install CCTV poles – Airport terminal and RFS 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 202/2017 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 2 0 

Seized 7 5 

Surrendered 21 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 30 5 

Euthanized 14 5 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 3 0 

Re-housed 11 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 1 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 1 0 

Total 30 5 

Micro-chip Implantations 12 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
 

 

File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 202/2017 Swimming Pool Report 

Author: LOWMAC Pty Ltd, Pool Managers 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Nil information provided by contractor. 
 
Resolution 

74/2017 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council 
on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Davis   Carried 

 
  



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke on Tuesday, 21
st

 
February 2017 at 9.00am 

This is page 70 of 88 the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, 
Bourke on Tuesday, 21

st
 February 2017 at 9.00am 

 

GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 302/2017 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
2nd February 2017 
 
Manager of Tourism and Development, Phil Johnston, represented Bourke Shire Council in Dubbo 
this week during the Productivity Commissions review into the Telecommunications Universal 
Services Obligations. These obligations at present outline a minimum standard that should be met 
in regards to our fixed phone network and is investigating what the potential impact might be if 
these obligations are reduced or removed. While the effect of removing the obligations may be 
negligible where there is good broadband and mobile services the effects will be significant on 
regional and remote areas that do not enjoy the same level of services. Bourke Shire Council has 
submitted a written response to the draft review with others such as the ICPA, CWA and Regional 
Development Australia speaking in front of the commission earlier this week. 
 

 
The New Splash Park at the Bourke War Memorial Olympic Pool has been opened and it has been 
very well received by all members of the community. 
 
While there was a slight delay in finishing the project, I am sure that the wait has been well worth it 
and with the temperatures in the forties during the week it will be very well patronised.  
 
The construction of the Splash Park was identified as a community priority in the Community 
Strategic Plan. 
 

 
Another project completed over the past week has been the resealing and renewal of line marking 
at the Bourke Airport which encountered some delays due to the wet weather. The project was well 
managed by the Airport Supervisor, Matthew McCorkle and involved the closing of the strip for 
several hours on end and still making provision for planes from the RFDS and other to be able to 
land.  A project involving the airstrip is often quite complex. 
 
The next stage in the airport upgrade will be the installation of new lights which will commence this 
month. 
 

 
The Western Division Councils in New South Wales will be holding their Annual Conference in 
Dareton of the 26th - 28th February 2017; the Conference Host is Wentworth Shire Council. A 
number of Ministers have been invited to attend; however, with the changes to cabinet their ability 
to attend may be impacted by prior commitments. The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Lachlan Ford and I will be attending. It is hope that the New Minister for Local 
Government, the Hon. Gabrielle Upton MP will be able to find the time to attend. 
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One of the speakers at the Western Division Conference will be James McTavish the NSW Cross 
Border Commissioner and his acceptance to attend is timely on two (2) counts. 
 
The first being the issue this week, of the Statement of Principles and Priorities for Cross Border 
Collaboration in the 2016-2019 period was announced by the New South Wales and Queensland 
State Governments in a joint statement. 
 
The second being the fact that Bulloo Shire who are based at Thargomindah and have written to 
Council seeking the formalisation of a Memorandum of Understanding between Bourke and Bulloo 
Shires in relation to tourism. The increased cooperation between the two (2) Councils was 
discussed when Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman and Councillor Victor Bartley attended a meeting 
of Bullo Shire at Hungerford last year. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has also has discussions with Paroo Shire based at Cunnamulla via their Mayor, 
Councillor Lindsay Godfrey. It is fair to say that cooperation between Councils should not be 
restricted to within your own state, with the opportunity to have regionally based initiatives that 
cross state borders is well overdue.  
 
It would seem a good project for the Outback Shires Alliance (Bourke Walgett and Brewarrina) to 
meet with their cross border neighbours in Bulloo, Paroo and Balonne Shires. 
 
We will look forward to progressing these opportunities prior to the 2017 tourism season. 
 

 
Work will commence over the next few weeks in the compilation of the Operational Plan (Budget) 
for Bourke Shire for 2017/2018. At the last meeting Council resolved that the budget be prepared 
on the basis of adopting the 1.5% maximum increase in General Rate announced late last year by 
IPART. 
 
The low level of increase will make the budget extremely tight and the management team will be 
doing everything possible to identify efficiencies and savings. 
 
Over the next three (3) weeks, Council will be seeking input from residents on any items that they 
would like to see considered for inclusion in the Operational Plan and these could range from major 
projects to requests for financial assistance from small organisations with the shire.  Additionally, 
any suggestions for the increase or decrease in service levels will be given consideration all requests 
should be in writing for the attention of the Manager of Corporate Services. 
 

 
Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman and I had the opportunity to welcome riders who took part in the 
Fred Hollows Foundation WOW! Ride, which finished up in Bourke last Friday. Over 30 motorcyclists 
braved the heat and long distance to undertake the ride and in doing so were able to raise around 
$12,000 for the Fred Hollows Foundation. 
 
All riders were impressed with the presentation of Bourke and the suggestion has been made that 
Bourke should try and further capitalise on the Motorcycle Tourism. No doubt this opportunity will 
be evaluated at every opportunity. 
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The details contained with the submissions in relation to the Far West Initiative are being evaluated 
and a summary was to be referred to the Minister for Local Government, the Hon Paul Toole, MP 
for his review and decision. No doubt the statements that have been made in relation to the Local 
Government Reform Process and in particular as to whether proposed amalgamations of identified 
Councils will continue may have some bearing on the timing on future announcements in relation 
to the Far West Initiative.  Hopefully the new Minister will be attending the Western Division 
Conference in Dareton and will be in a position to provide a further update during the course of the 
conference. 
 

 
Council has commenced its review of the Community Strategic Plan with Community Meetings 
taking place late last year and further meetings of interest Groups taking place over the next few 
weeks. An advertisement detailing the times and dates of those meetings will be in today’s edition 
of the Western Herald. These interest groups include disability services, youth, aged care, arts and 
sporting groups.  
 

 
Council in September resolved to hold its meetings on the fourth Tuesday of the Month. However, 
it has been identified that theses dates may not prove suitable to all Councillors in 2017 and as such 
consideration may be given to reverting back to a Monday or identifying another day. Due to the   
Western Division Conference clashing with the proposed date for the February Meeting it will be 
brought forward until the 21st February commencing at 9.00am 
 

 
Council in conjunction with Bourke Rotary will be hosting the Annual Welcome to Bourke Night on 
the 21st February 2017 at the Bourke Swimming Pool. All new residents are invited to attend and 
this would include anyone who has been in Bourke less than twelve (12) months. Given there are a 
number of new people in town it provides the opportunity to showcase the town and the facilities, 
sporting and social groups that are available. It would assist with catering if intending attendees 
could notify Letiticia Tiffen, Council’s Community and Governance Officer at Council. 
 

 
Council will be joining with Councillors and staff from Brewarrina in attending an Asset 
Management Workshop in Bourke on the 10th February 2017. Each of the Councils has a significant 
amount of assets and when roads are included Bourke Shire has over $200 million in assets and 
Brewarrina would be not far behind.  The management of these assets is extremely important and 
for Councils with low rate bases and a large number of competing priorities the allocation of 
funding can be a challenge. The workshops are an initiative of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities 
Alliance (LMWUA) and aims to give Councillors a greater appreciation of their role and the 
complexity involved in asset management. 
  



Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke on Tuesday, 21
st

 
February 2017 at 9.00am 

This is page 73 of 88 the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, 
Bourke on Tuesday, 21

st
 February 2017 at 9.00am 

 
Congratulations to all the recipients of awards in the 2017 Australia Day Awards and a big thankyou 
to everyone who submitted nominations. 
 
Winners of the awards below:- 

AWARD RECIPIENT 

Citizen of the Year  Michael Keenan 

Young Citizen of the Year Claire Hand 

Sportsperson of the Year Jacinta Smith-Robins 

Young Sportsperson the Year Sophie Bowden 

Community Service through Employment Weefah, Jeffrey and Charlie 

Community Event of the Year Bourke’s Ain’t Caught  Nuffin Fishing Club 

 

 
In December, Bourke Shire Council received advice that the proposed increase of around 27% in 
relation to the contribution to the Rural Fire Service will be offset by a one off transitional grant to 
enable Councils to be able to better budget for the increase. The increase will be effective in the 
2017/2018 financial year. Council has resolved to once again point out to the Rural Fire Service that 
increases of this magnitude are unstainable for small Councils. Council will be seeking the support 
of the other impacted Western Division Councils in their attempts to seek a revision of the new 
funding formula.  
 

 
Quote of the week! 
 
“Be the reason someone smiles today” 
 

 
9th February 2017 
 
Council’s Manager of Tourism & Development, Phil Johnston represented Council at a meeting held 
yesterday in Nyngan to assist Councils with the revision of their Community Strategic Plan. The 
seminar was one of a number being conducted by the Office of Local Government (OLG) across the 
state and it is good to see the OLG committing resources to such an important task and equally 
pleasing is the fact that they have assisted Councils by bringing these seminars to the west of the 
state. 
 

 
I travelled to Sydney and back on Tuesday to attend an industry briefing in relation to the Restart 
NSW water security for Regions – Regional Water and Waste Water Backlog Program hosted by DPI 
water and Infrastructure NSW. The NSW government has allocated $110 million in Restart NSW 
funding under the program to clear a backlog of projects in regional towns affected by ongoing 
water quality and sewerage problems. Bourke Shire has attracted funding of $339,000 to install a 
new pond at the sewage treatment facility and has an application pending for the construction of a 
new water treatment plant. It is anticipated that the outcome of the grant application will be 
known very shortly. It was a good opportunity to meet with representatives of infrastructure NSW, 
with who we deal with on a regular basis. 
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Bourke Shire Council has prepared draft applications in respect of the upgrade of the majority of 
our village water supplies which are an extremely important facility in each of these villages. 
 

 
While on the subject of water, the issue of water restrictions has been raised and whilst they looked 
almost certain to be introduced a couple of weeks ago there has been some minor increases in flow 
which has seen the river at Bourke rise slightly. Council staff are monitoring the flows in the upper 
reaches of the system and there it would appear to be an ongoing flow, however, it is a little 
difficult to determine how much will reach Bourke and the timeframes involved. 
 

 
The NSW Department of Planning will be in Bourke on the 21st February 2017 to explain to the 
residents of Bourke the various aspects of the Far West Regional Plan. The Department will be 
hosting two consultation sessions one for Bourke Shire Councillors and staff at 9.00am on the 21st 
with this meeting forming part of the February Council meeting and the second will be at 5.30pm 
and an open invitation has been made to anyone who would like to attend.  
 
Both meetings will be held at the Council Chambers and the presentations should take around an 
hour. 
 

 
A confirmed attendee for part of the Western Division Conference in Wentworth will be the Hon. 
Rick Colless, MLC the Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resources and Western NSW.  
 
Rick has only just taken over the role of Parliamentary Secretary for Western New South Wales and 
the conference provides an ideal opportunity for western Division Councils to be able to discuss 
with him the issues impacting on this section of the state.  
 

 
Council is required to develop a Disability Access Plan before the end of the financial year and to 
assist Council in undertaking the preparation of the plan a number of meetings will be held with 
those involved in the provision of disability services so that the plan reflects the needs of the 
Bourke Community. The first of these meetings was held yesterday and there was some excellent 
feedback received. 
 

 
There is a lot of media speculation regarding the NSW Government’s plans to scrap the 
amalgamation for those Councils which were identified to amalgamate but had been subject to 
court proceedings and also look at the reversal of some of the amalgamations that have already 
taken place. 
 
There are a lot of communities anxious to see a final determination made in this matter. 
 
The previous Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Paul Toole, MP gave an assurance that those 
Councils that were to form part of the Far West Initiative would not be subject to any 
amalgamation. This decision recognised both the size of the areas and the importance both socially 
and economically of the Councils to their regions and it is expected that the new Minister, the Hon. 
Gabrielle Upton, MP will continue to honour that commitment. 
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Council has commenced its review of the Community Strategic Plan (CSP) with the majority of the 
meetings involving special interest groups having been conducted over the past two (2) weeks. 
There are meetings planned to engage with the youth in town and these will be conducted later in 
the month. 
 
If you haven’t been able to take the opportunity to attend one of the meetings held late last year or 
early this year please contact Council’s Community & Governance Officer, Letiticia Tiffen or 
Manager of Tourism & Development, Phil Johnston. Council values the input from all members of 
the community noting that CSP is a COMMUNITY PLAN not a Council plan. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council has a total of 37 bridges throughout its road network and over the past ten 
years Council has invested considerable funds to replace all the timber bridges that formed part of 
that network. The replacement of the bridges was part of a strategic plan aimed both at improving 
the road network and reducing maintenance costs. 
 
During 2016 Council undertook the construction of three (3) new bridges to replace the last of the 
timber bridges, with these being Whiskey Creek Bridge, Len Mallon Bridge near Enngonia and 
Cuttaburra Bridge No 2. The approach works to all three (3) bridges is planned to be completed 
during the current financial year which will see Council being one of the very few rural Councils to 
have replaced all of its timber bridges. 
 

 
Council in conjunction with Bourke Rotary will be hosting the Annual welcome to Bourke Night on 
the 21st February 2017 at the Bourke Swimming Pool. All new residents are invited to attend and 
this would include anyone who has been in Bourke less than twelve (12) months. Given there are a 
number of new people in town it will provide the opportunity to showcase the town and the 
facilities and sporting and social groups that are available. It would assist with catering if intending, 
attendees could notify Council’s Community & Governance Officer, Letiticia Tiffen by calling 02 
68308000.  
 
There will be a meal and drinks proved as well as entertainment. 
 

 
Council will be joining with Councillors and staff from Brewarrina in attending an Asset 
Management Workshop in Bourke tomorrow. The workshops are an initiative of the Lower 
Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance (LMWUA) and aims to give Councillors a greater appreciation of 
their role in and the complexity involved in asset management. 
 

 
Changes to the Local Government Act late last year saw minor changes in the timeframe for 
Councils to adopt their Policy in relation to the Payment of Expenses and Provision of Facilities to 
Councillors. The policy is now to be adopted in the first twelve months of each term of Council.  
Bourke Shire Council has resolved to advertise the policy and call for submissions in relation to the 
policy. Copies of the policy are available from Council Offices and the policy is also on the Council 
website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au Submission should be received by Council by Monday, 13th March 
2017. 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Stuart Johnston, well known for his involvement in the tourist industry will be representing Bourke 
at the 2017 Melbourne Caravan and Camping Show in Melbourne later this month.  A lot of the 
tourists coming to Bourke are travelling with caravans so the show is a great opportunity to 
promote the town and its attractions.  
 

 
Quote of the week! 
“Being honest may not always get you a lot of friends but it will get you the right ones”  
-John Lennon 
 

 
16th February 2017 
 
At the meeting held last week to discuss the preparation of the Disability Inclusion Action Plan 
(DIAP) the need for additional disabled parking facilities in some sections around town was raised.  
 
Also raised was the fact that there have been occasions when persons clearly not entitled to park in 
disable spots have done so and in doing so take that space away from people with mobility issues. 
There are significant penalties that can be applied to motorists who park in disabled spots when not 
entitled to do so.  
 
In the introduction of the need for the establishment of the DIAP the following quote from Stephen 
Hawking provides a very good summary of the needs of people with a disability and for those 
disabilities to be considered in planning for any works or construction. 
  
“In twenty years, men may be able to live on the moon. In forty years we may get to Mars. In the 
next 200 years we may leave the solar system and head for the stars. But meanwhile, we would like 
to get to the supermarket, the cinema, restaurants.” 
 

 
While there is only a limited flow in the Darling River at the moment, the flow is sufficient to ensure 
that water restrictions not be introduced at this stage. 
 
Given the fact that the river is low and the threat of restrictions over the town it is extremely 
disappointing that many people are not “water wise” or simply don’t care and let water flow into 
the gutter system where it can pond causing damage to the road pavement. Residents should to 
move sprinklers on a regular basis or utilise timers which are available at a number of local retail 
outlets. Water is a precious resource so let’s treat it as such. 
 

 
The February Meeting of Council will be held on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 commencing 9.00 am. 
The first item on the agenda will be the presentation of the Far West Regional Plan by the NSW 
Department of Planning. 
 
This will be followed by the Public Forum which will commence shortly after 10.00 am. 
Councils meetings are open to the public except when the item being discussed is deemed to be of 
a confidential nature in accordance with section 10(2) of the Local Government Act. 
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A reminder that the NSW Department of Planning will be in Bourke on the 21st February 2017 to 
explain to the residents of Bourke the various aspects of the Far West Regional Plan. The 
Department will be hosting two (2) consultation sessions one for Bourke Shire Councillors and staff 
at 9.00am on the 21st and as detailed above this meeting will form part of the February Council 
Meeting and the second session will be at 5.30pm. An open invitation has been made to anyone 
who would like to attend. Both meetings will be held at the Council Chambers and the 
presentations should take around an hour. 
 

 
A reminder to all new residents regarding the “Welcome to Bourke Night” on Tuesday, 21st 
February 2017 (next Tuesday) at the Bourke Swimming Pool. All new residents are invited to attend 
and take the opportunity to learn a little more about what Bourke has to offer. 
 
A number of local organisations have indicated there intention to be represented to provide 
information regarding their meeting times and activities. 
 
We are fortunate to have the Darling River Dirt Band playing on the night in what will be their last 
performance with the current members of the band. 
 
Additionally, local poet Andrew Hull has offered to give a sample of his comprehensive repertoire of 
poetry relating to Bourke and the outback which is sure to be well received. 
 
Each new resident /family will receive an information pack on Bourke. 
 
It would assist with catering if persons wishing to attend could notify Council’s Community & 
Governance Officer, Letiticia Tiffen at Council office or by calling 0268308000.  
 
There will be a meal and drinks provided as well as entertainment. 
 

 
The Asset Management Workshop held in Bourke last Friday was well attended and the clear and 
concise presentations very well received. It was clear that both Bourke and Brewarrina Councils 
have made significant inroads in relation to the development of Asset Management Systems with 
Bourke Shire Council having the second best system in the Orana region which is a credit to all 
those involved at Council. Charlotte Finch is the Council Officer responsible for the overall 
coordination of the Asset Management System but receives great support from all managers who 
have taken ownership of the project recognising its importance in the overall sustainability of 
Council. The workshop was one of a series across the Orana Region and an initiative of the Lower 
Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance (LMWUA). 
 

 
Friday night saw the water pumps fail at Enngonia and as a result the village temporarily ran out of 
water. Council Water and Wastewater Team Leader, Shane Hopley was joined by local electrical 
contractor, Darren Jackson who travelled to Enngonia to fix the problem very late on Friday night 
and into the early part of Saturday morning. With the temperature approaching record levels I am 
sure that the Enngonia community appreciated the fact that the water was restored as quickly as 
possible.  
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Mayor Barry Hollman did a live interview with ABC News 24 on the weekend to talk about the 
heatwave conditions and the impact on Bourke and its residents. The interview was done utilising 
Skype. 
 

 
The issue of a “red alert” for blue green algae at Louth and the issue of amber alerts for a number 
of other locations, including Bourke is a reminder to all residents to exercise caution in those parts 
of the river. Full details in relation to what the alerts mean for domestic, recreational and stock use 
is contained on the New South Wales Department of Water website www.dpi.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
Whilst in Sydney for the seminar in relation to the Water and Wastewater funding and the various 
programmes that are in place, I took the opportunity to meet with a number of staff at Local 
Government New South Wales in relation to a number of matters and it is always good to meet 
with people with whom you deal with by phone on a regular basis. I also took the opportunity to 
meet with our workers compensation insurers StateCover Mutual. 
 

 
The compilation of the Operational Plan (Budget) for Bourke Shire for 2017/2018 has commenced 
and all managers are working with Brian Tickle a consultant accountant who has been with us each 
for a couple of years now to assist in the preparation of the Budget.  
It is proposed that the first draft of the Budget will be available in the first week of March. 
 
Council is seeking input from residents on any items that they would like to see considered for 
inclusion in the Operational Plan and these could range from major projects to requests for 
financial assistance from small organisations with the shire. Additionally, any suggestions for the 
increase or decrease in service levels will be given consideration. All requests should be in writing 
marked for the attention of the Manager of Corporate Services. 
 

 
Easter is fast approaching and plans are well progressed for this year’s “Back to Bourke Easter 
Festival”. 
 
While plans are still being finalised there will again be a parade and the Wool Bale Rolling 
competition which has been very successful since its revival two (2) years ago and seen Charlie 
Brown taking the title for those two (2) years. Bourke Rotary Club will again be coordinating both 
events and details in relation to both events, including times and registration will be finalised 
shortly. 
 
Organisation and businesses are encouraged to put in a float or other entry. Enquires can be 
directed to Council’s Manager of Tourism & Development, Phil Johnston at Council’s Offices. 
 

 
 
Quote of the week! 
“Difficult roads often lead to beautiful destinations” 
 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/
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Resolution 

75/2017 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Tuesday, 21st February 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 402/2016 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the 2016/2017 period are presented for your information. 

Item January 2016 Item January 2017 

Audio Visual 322 Audio Visual 318 

Adult Fiction 291 Adult Fiction 332 

Non-Fiction 98 Non-Fiction 104 

Junior Fiction 174 Junior Fiction 137 

Magazines 73 Magazines 63 

Interlibrary Loans  Interlibrary Loans  

Total 958 Total 954 

 
Other statistical information 

 January 2016  January 2017 

New Members 9 New Members 14 

Internet/Word Processing 101 Internet/Word Processing 156 

Wireless Tickets 5 Wireless Tickets 5 

Number of Visitors 1254 Number of Visitors 1146 

Scans 8 Scans 46 

Information Requests 61 Information Requests 69 

Technical Assistance 6 Technical Assistance 33 

Faxes 9 Faxes/Laminating 16 

 

 Craft & Storytime theme this month had five (5) children attending.  

 Seven (7) Books for Babies kits were given out this month. 

 The Summer Reading Club was held over the school holiday period. 
 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact 
the library. 
 
 
Jodi Hatch 
Library Manager 
 
Resolution  

76/2017 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Tuesday, 21st February 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report:502/2017 BOBEC and VIC January 2017 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
While the hot weather has definitely slowed visitation during January there are still some visitors 
that are calling in on the Visitors Centre and to experience the Exhibition Centre. Visitor numbers 
are about what we would expect in January and we would further expect about the same level of 
visitors into February.  
 
Graph showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month:- 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 

February  157 397 271 373 391  

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612  

April 2507 2044 3103 3146 3849 3118  

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073  

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941  

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031  

December 386 347 254 242 272 281  
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Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre:- 
 

 
 
Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  154 113 154 110 55 56 74 158 

February  139 60 44 60 76 53 50  

March  304 312 207 373 271 289 350  

April 551 925 807 732 778 699 959 807  

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 801 931 954  

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 1053 971 1274  

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 964 847 1458  

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 822 1006 1093  

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 770 1031 972  

October 1259 1325 861 556 601 464 569 615  

November 320 512 292 136 212 143 302 272  

December 180 182 108 65 65 57 43   
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Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 
 

 
Summer maintenance continues at the Exhibition Centre in readiness for the visitor season which is 
now about two months away. Planning is also underway for the Back to Bourke Easter Festival 
which will again be held over the Easter long weekend. Many of the previous events will return with 
a strong race meeting also planned for Easter Sunday. 
 
Work painting the Jandra hull also continues with work planned around the heat that we are 
experiencing through January and February. The Waterways inspection is planned for the 7th March 
with the first Jandra bookings planned for the 13th of March. 
 
Resolution  

77/2017 That Council note the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity 
Report as presented to Council on Tuesday, 21st February 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 

 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 
 

  

Month 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

February 25 Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising  

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

 

March 213 Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

64 290 513  

April Not 
Cruising 

1008 519 442 980 1035 888  

May 1325 932 1035 894 1123 917 1036  

June 1459 1241 1003 984 890 240 1075  

July 1578 1386 1238 1300 1059 1197 1624  

August 1165 1186 640 1194 1041 1212 1159  

September 1429 1411 1459 1215 900 1099 638  

October 188 1085 760 830 631 550 Not 
Cruising 

 

November Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

423 403 Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

  

December Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

180 20 Not 
Cruising 

Not 
Cruising 

45  

Total 7382 8249 7257 7282 6688 6540 6978  
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

MAYORS REPORT 

 

File No S6.33 

Report:  1001/2017 General Managers Performance Review - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors). 
 
Resolution 

78/2017 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 
personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors). 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 

 

File No S6.40-LD-S3.4.21 

Report:  1002/2017 General Manager’s Contract - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer Cr Barry Hollman, Mayor 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors). 
 
Resolution 

79/2017 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 
personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors). 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: T4.1-L8.21 

Report: 1003/2017 Supply and Delivery of Industrial Hardware - REGPRO231617 
- CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon, Manager of Road Services 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed, 
prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
 
Resolution 

80/2017 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d)  (i) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 

 

CORPORATE SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No R2.5-R2.15-P9.3-R2.22 

Report: 1004/2017 Outstanding Rates, Water and Debtor Accounts Closed Session of Council 
- CONFIDENTIAL 

Author Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the personal 
hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
 
Resolution 

81/2017 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 
personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the 
personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 
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TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT REPORT 

 

File No: D2.17 

Report: 1005/2017 North Bourke Residential Blocks February 2017 - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  
 
Resolution 

82/2017 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business.  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice      Carried 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a), the public were invited to make 
representations to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting 
should be closed to consider the identified reports, being report 1001/2017 - General Manager’s 
Performance Review, 1002/2017 General Manager’s Contract, 1003/2017 Supply & Delivery of 
Industrial Hardware – REGPRO231617, 1004/2017 Outstanding Rates, Water & Debtor Accounts 
and 1005/2017 – North Bourke Residential Blocks February 2017. 
 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution at 2.10pm 

83/2017 
1.  That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late 

reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) (c) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 
Resolution at 3.24pm 

84/2017 That Council move out of Closed Council and into Open Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Rice     Carried 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The Mayor reported that the following resolutions have been passed in closed Council. 
 
Resolution for Report 1001/2017 

85/2017 That the Performance Review in relation to the General Manager, Ross Earl conducted on 
the 16th November 2016 be received and noted. 

 
Resolution for Report 1002/2017  

86/2017 
1. That Council offer Ross Earl an extension of his current contract for a further two (2) years which 

will see the contract run until 12th October 2019. 
2. That the Mayor and Deputy Mayor  be delegated authority to determine the terms of the 

contract extension in accordance with section 5.2 of the Standard Contact for General Managers. 
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Resolution for Report 1003/2017 

87/2017 
1.  That J. Blackwood & Son Pty Limited be awarded this contract as the Single Source by Council 

supplier to participating OROC member Councils for the period 1st January 2017 to 31st 
December 2018  

2.  That the alternative pricing offer be accepted  
3. That a provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on satisfactory supplier 

performance, which may take this contract through to 31st December 2019. 

 
Resolution for Report 1004/2017  

88/2017 That Council notes the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing and Debtors 
owed to Council as at 31st December 2016. 

 
Resolution for Report 1004/2017 

89/2017 That staff develop a strategy to reduce the outstanding debts due to Council and that a 
report be submitted to the March Meeting of Council. 

 
Resolution for Report 1005/2017  

90/2017 That Council 
1. Withdraw the offer to sell 12 Macquarie Street, North Bourke, Lot 6 Section 6 DP 758781 as per 

resolution 359/2016 resolved in July 2016. 
2. Sell 12 Macquarie St, North Bourke, Lot 6 Section 6 DP 758781 for the amount of $46,000. 
3. Authorise the General Manager to affix the Council Seal to documentation relating to the sale of 

12 Macquarie Street. 

 
Resolution for Report 201/2017 – Environmental Services Activity Report 

91/2017 That Council write to the Contractor of Bourke Swimming Pool notifying them of their 
responsibility to lodge a monthly report as part of the contract. 

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 3.26pm 
 


