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PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors 24/01 21/02 27/03 26/04 22/05          

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

              

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

              

Cr Lachlan 
Ford 

 AP  AP  
9.56am          

Cr Robert 
Stutsel 

AP AP             

Cr Sally 
Davis 

AP              

Cr Sarah 
Barton 

AP AP             

Cr Victor 
Bartley 

              

Cr Sam 
Rice 

AP   AP           

Cr Ian Cole  
 

9.29am 
            

Cr John 
Thompson 

              

 
Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager Corporate Services 

Peter Brown Manager of Works 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Mark Gordon Manager Roads 

Phil Johnston Manager of Tourism & Development 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 
 Dianne Tyson, William Charles (Billy) Logue, Barry King, Bradley Edwards and Ruth Kelly 
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APOLOGIES 

 
The General Manager advised the Mayor that Cr Ford indicated that he would be late to join the 
meeting.  
 
A presentation was given by Richard Stutchbury regarding the Proposed Main Street Program. 
 
9.56am Resolution 

173/2017 That Council suspend standing orders to conduct Open Forum. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Barton    Carried 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 
9.56am - Cr Ford arrived at the meeting 
 

Brian Bambrick – Wild Dogs 
Dr Sally Torr – Bourke Birthing Unit 
Update from Darling River Local Area Command, Superintendent Greg Moore 

 
Resolution at 11.26am  

174/2017 That Council resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

 
A Declaration of Interest was declared at the meeting from Manager of Tourism & Development, Phil 
Johnston regarding Main Street Presentation by Richard Stutsbury.  
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MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

Date Meeting Location 

27/04 Pregnancy & Child Expo Bourke Public School 

04/05 Western Division Executive Meeting  Broken Hill 

 Fred Hollows Team and AFL Team Cemetery 

07/05 Cobar Races with GM & Cobar Mayor Lillian Brady Cobar 

08/05 Barwon Darling Fire Management Committee  Meeting RFS Offices at Airport 

13/05 Bourke Show J B Renshaw Oval 

15/05 Meeting with RMS – Alternate Truck Route Conference Room 

16/05 CAPRA Probity Group Meeting  

18/05 Meeting with Brian Bambrick Re: Wild Dogs  

 
Resolution 

175/2017 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to Council on Monday, 22nd May 
2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman           Carried  

 

STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of additional items were starred for discussion. The Mayor received requests to star 
additional items to be discussed with the following items being identified. 
 

Report NO Report Name Responsible Officer 

205/2017 Environmental Services Activity Report MES 

 
Resolution  

176/2017 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd May 2017 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

177/2017 That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday, 26th April 2017 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2017 

May 22nd  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 22nd  6-8.00pm Farewell for Phil Johnston BOBEC 

 23rd  1.00pm Far West Region Emergency 
Management Committee meeting 

RFS Fire Control Centre 
- Bourke Airport 

June 2nd  9.30am Hungerford Field Day Hungerford 

 2nd   OROC Meeting   

 20th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 30th  TBA Western Division Mid Term 
Meeting 

Cobar 

July 8th  9.00am  Liquor Accord Meeting Council Chamber 

 24th   9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

August  21st 9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

September 25th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 29th  TBA Police Remembrance Day TBA 

October 23rd   9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

November 7th – 9th   National Local Roads & Transport 
Congress 

Albany - WA 

 27th 9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the 20th April 2017. 

 
 
  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email 

20/04/17 
 

Government News  Councillors 
MANEX 

24/04/17 Delegates Report – Outback Arts Cr John Thompson Councillors 
MANEX 

24/04/17 “From the GM’s Desk” 170427 GM Councillors 
All Staff 

27/04/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President - LGNSW 

Councillors 
MANEX 

27/04/17 Resignation of MT&D GM Councillors 

27/04/17 LGNSW Local Democracy Roundtable Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President - LGNSW 

Councillors 
MANEX 

02/05/17 Draft Delivery Program 2017-2021 MANEX Councillors 

02/05/17 “From the GM’s Desk” 170504 GM Councillors 
All Staff 

03/05/17 IMPORTANT DATES for voting on 
conference motions and for the LGNSW 
Board 

Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President - LGNSW 

Councillors 

03/05/17 FORUM - GOOD GOVERNANCE IN 
ACTION 

Sarah Artist  
Senior Manager-LGNSW 

Councillors 

04/05/17 Council Meeting Minutes 170426  Councillors  
All Staff 

05/05/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President - LGNSW 

Councillors  

10/05/17 LGNSW Federal Budget Bulletin (1-8) LGNSW Councillors 

10/05/17 "From the GM's Desk" 170511 GM Councillors 
All Staff 

10/05/17 Emailing: 2017-Annual Determination-
LGRT 

 Councillors 
MANEX 

11/05/17 Invitation – Farewell for Phil Johnston  Councillors 
MANEX & others 

12/05/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President - LGNSW 

Councillors 

15/05/17 Western Local Land Services Newsletter  Councillors 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 26th APRIL 2017 

  
KEY: Action still pending    Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
That the recommendations in relation to the realignment of any positions 
be considered prior to the advertising of any vacancies.  

In progress 

The positions descriptions of positions identified within the report from 
Local Government Management Solutions as requiring review be 
undertaken in consultation with both the employee and any union 
involved. 

On hold 
 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect 
current duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 
 

 

338/2014 Tourism & Development Activity Report 

Responsible Officer Manager Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town See MT&D Report 

 

386/2015 & 315/2016 Return of Air Services to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council provide the successful tenderer with the use of the “Booking 
Office” at the terminal 

Fee structure to be 
compiled 

A report be brought back to Council regarding the possible introduction 
of a small landing fee to off- set the additional costs involved in the 
maintenance of the terminal building 

Ongoing 

That the GM continues to investigate options of potential Airlines who 
may be interested in providing an air service to the district that includes 
Bourke. 

Ongoing 
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41/2016 Tourism – Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

Report be brought back to Council, as a matter of urgency, setting out the 
framework for an enhanced tourism function, by involving the local 
tourism related industries in the planning, coordination and execution of 
the tourism function. 

Initial information 
contained within 
MTD activity report  

 

325/2016 Innovation  Fund – Projects to be Funded 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L8.3 

Decision Action Taken 
Council identify opportunities for funding under round  two (2) of the 
innovation funding 

Working with 
Brewarrina and 
Walgett Shires 

 

67/2015 & 118/2015 & 
177/2015 & 203/2015 

Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be 
obtained. 

Ongoing  

 

477/2016 Funding Under the NSW Government’s $110 million Regional Water 
and Wastewater Backlog Program – Sewerage Treatment Pond 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number G4.79.6 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  
Council write to Minister Blair thanking him for the allocation of the 
funding and include a submission for hardship to receive additional 
funding to complete the project. 

Deed signed  
 
Work to commence 
shortly 
 
Test bores drilled 

Council liaise with Infrastructure NSW in relation to the project. 

That once the funding is finalised open tenders be called for the project. 

That Council approve the affixing of the seal in relation to all 
documentation relating to the allocation of the funding received from the 
Regional Water and Wastewater Backlog Program 

 

493/2016 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Road Services 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

MRS bring a report back to Council on the request for an extension to the 
Louth Airstrip. 

Report being 
prepared by AS 
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497/2016 CONFIDENTIAL- Bulk Filtered Water Pricing Update 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number D2.7-W2.1-W2.2.8 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That the bulk water price be advertised for users that require 100ML of 
potable water per year or more and that can demonstrate significant 
economic development benefits to Bourke Shire Council residents. 

Included in the 
2017/2018 Fees & 
Charges 
Completed That this rate be applied to large users by Council resolution. 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council decide what further representations may be required 
following the receipt of any responses from its letters and considering 
any issues raised by Professor Tracy 

Pending 

 

526/2016 Public Exhibition of the Draft Floodplain Management Plan for the 
Barwon-Darling Valley Floodplain 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number R6.14 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council prepare a submission in relation to the possible construction of 
additional water storages which may impact on some aspects of the plan 

Still to be finalised 

 

20/2017 Contribution to Rural Fire Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number F2.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Thank the Rural Fire Service for deferring the increase in contributions 
for twelve months.   

Motion submitted to 
Western Division 
 
 
Local Government 
NSW continuing to 
make 
representations 

Point out to the Rural Fire Service that increases such as proposed are 
unsustainable for Councils again. 

Seek the support of both Local Government New South Wales and the 
Western Division of Shires in seeking to have the methodology in relation 
to the Rural Fire Service reviewed again. 

 

29/2017 Crown Land Management Bill 2016 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L5.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council calls on Local Government NSW for a briefing paper on the 
impact of the Crown Land Legislation on Local Councils and in particular 
the financial implications 

Motion at the 
Western Division 
Conference – 
awaiting outcome 
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62/2017 Cross Border Relationships- Bulloo Shire 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C6.7-T4.1-A3.23 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council advise Bulloo Shire that it supports the cross border initiatives  In progress 

Council coordinate a meeting of the Bourke , Brewarrina and Walgett 
Shire Council from New South Wales and Bulloo, Paroo and Balonne 
Shires to look at what initiatives can be employed to promote tourism 
amongst the six (6) Councils 

That Council sign the Memorandum of Understanding, subject to any 
amendments, with Bulloo Shire as the first step to establishing an 
effective cross- border relationship. 

 

64/2017 Unfenced and Unsealed Airstrips 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number LD11.1 –A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council seek public comment regarding the need to maintain the airstrips 
at Enngonia, Fords Bridge and Byrock. 

Advertisement 
placed 
Limited response 
received report to 
the June Meeting 

That Council engage Tom Griffiths of Airport Plus to prepare a report 
detailing the issues to be considered in deciding whether to maintain the 
three (3) strips. 

 

70/2017 National Local Roads Congress – 7th – 9th November 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C6.41 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor, Manager of Roads and any available Councillors be authorised to 
attend the National Local Roads Congress to be held 7th – 9th November 
2017 in Albany, WA 

Registration to be 
made closer to the 
date 

 

96/2017  Minister for Family and Community Services, Minister for Social 
Housing & Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault, the Hon. Pru Goward 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number M2.2 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor to invite the Minister for Family and Community Services, Minister 
for Social Housing & Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault, the Hon. Pru Goward, MP to visit Bourke 

Response received 
indicating a 
preparedness to visit 
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97/2017 RMS Road Type Two (2) Road Train Trial 

Responsible Officer Manager of Road Services 

File Number R7.1.2 

  

That Council place the RMS Road Type Two (2) Road Train Trial on public 
exhibition for community consultation. 

Advertised for public 
comment 
Meeting held with 
RMS 

 

98/2017 Planning Proposal to Amend LEP 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number T5.3 

  

“Endorse the attached draft Planning Proposal to enable the amendment 
of the Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 to include dwellings (as well 
as retain dwelling houses) in Part 3 of the RU1 – Primary Production Land 
Use Table and to amend the wording of clause 4.2A to include dwellings; 
and 

In progress 

Forward the endorsed draft Planning Proposal to the DP&E with a 
request for a Gateway determination and proceed to public exhibition 
subject to advice received; and 

Request that the Gateway delegate to Council plan making functions 
under Sections 59(2) and (3) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, in this instance.” 

 

122/2017 Invitation to the Secretary of the Department of Family & Community 
Services 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number M2.2 

  

Council invite the Secretary of the Department of Family & Community 
Services to address Council on the sources and allocation of funds 
directed to community welfare services in Bourke.  

Phone conversation 
with Regional 
Director, Jo 
Lawrence – Jo to talk 
to GM late June 

 

131/2017 Installation of Playground Equipment - Jones Park Reserve 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby – Manager of Environmental Services 

File Number G4.82-P1.9 

  

That the new playground equipment funded from the Social Housing 
Community Improvement Fund be installed at Jones Park 

Plans completed, 
discussions ongoing 

 
  



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22
nd

 May 2017 in the Council Chamber at Bourke Shire Council at 29 Mitchell Street, 

Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 12 of 74 the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell 
Street Bourke on Monday, 22

nd
 May 2017 at 9.00am 

134/2017 Strategic Plan for Western Division 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number L8.5 

  

Council indicates its willingness to contribute to the funding of the 
ongoing operation of the Western Division, however, defer a final 
decision until the finalisation of the Strategic Plan and Confirmation of 
the future or otherwise of the Far West Initiative 

Draft Plan circulated 
to Councillors for 
comment 

 

135/2017 Change of Date for the June Meeting of Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number C12.1 

  

Council hold its June Meeting on Tuesday, 20th June 2017 to allow 
sufficient time following the adoption of the Operational Plan and 
Delivery Program and other documents required under the Integrated 
Planning and Reporting Framework for the dissemination of the relevant 
documentation 

Advertised 

 

/2017 Draft Integrated Planning and Reporting Documents for Public 
Exhibition 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number L8.20 

  

Draft Community Strategic Plan, Disability Inclusion Action Plan, Delivery 
Program, Workforce Plan, Long Term Financial Plan, Asset Management 
Plan be placed on public exhibition for comment from the 1st May 2017 
to the 5th June 2017 

Advertised Western 
Herald, on display at 
Council and Bourke 
Public Library & 
Council’s Website 

 

155/2017 Draft Operation Plan 2017/2018 – Delivery Plan 2017/2021 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown – Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number P4.2 

  

That Council review the Draft Operational Plan for 2017/2018 in line with 
the provisions of the Delivery Plan 2017/2021. 

Plan advertised 

That subject to any amendments, Council approve the Draft Operational 
Plan for 2017/2018 being advertised and calling for submissions in 
accordance with Section 405 (3) of the Local Government Act. 

That Council again review the Draft Operational Plan for 2017/2018 and 
any submissions received at the Ordinary Meeting of Council scheduled 
for 20th June 2017. 
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156/2017 State Emergency Services – Vehicle Storage Service 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown – Manager of Town Services 

File Number E4.4 

  

That Council work with State Emergency Service to find a suitable site for 
the vehicle storage shed  

Letter sent 
Matter to be raised 
with Minister for 
Emergency Services, 
Troy Grant 

That a report be bought back to Council detailing cost and funding 
options. 

 

161/2017 Notice of Motion – Councillor Thompson 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

  

Calls on RaRMS to ensure that its doctors refer patients requiring 
pathology services to Bourke District Hospital only, and for that purpose 
arranges for Department of Health personnel to staff the blood and 
specimen collection room at the Bourke Health Clinic. 

Ongoing, discussions 
to be held with 
RaRMS 

 

162/2017 Community Contribution – Bourke & District Garden Club 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown – Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number D5.1-D5.2 

  

Council assist in setting up for Seniors Week, the Flower Show and the 
Rose Show, preparations of schedules, entry forms and certificates for 
the Flower and Rose Shows and prizes for the Garden Competition and 
assistance with advertising costs along with costs associated with judging 
such as use of Council vehicle 

Completed 

 

163/2017 Community Contribution – Country Women’s Association of NSW 
(CWA) 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown – Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number D5.1-D5.2 

  

Council support the “Far Western NSW Group, Public Speaking Event” in 
the amount of $100 

Completed 

 
Resolution  

178/2017 That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented on Monday, 22nd May 
2017. 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 205/2017 Companion Animal Approved Forms 

Author Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Background 
The Companion Animals Act 1998; requires that certain orders and notices be an approved form. 
 
Section 5 of the Companion Animals Act 1998, defines an approved form to mean the following: 

(a) The form (if any) approved by the Director-General for the purposes of the provision in relation 
to which the expression is used, or 

(b) If no such form is approved by the Director-General, the form approved by the local authority 
for the purpose of the provision in relation to which the expression is used. 

 
The following orders and notices are required to be given in an approved form, and therefore need 
to be approved by resolution of Council:- 

 Notice to Register Animal 

 Nuisance Cat Order 

 Nuisance Dog Order 

 Notification of death 
 
As part of Council’s continual improvement, forms are routinely reviewed for accuracy and changes 
and/or updates made if needed. To allow staff to make any required changes and/or updates, in a 
timely manner to these forms, Council can resolve to give delegation to the Manager of 
Environmental Services to approve any required changes and/or updates. 
 
Resolution 

179/2017 That Council approve the following Notice to Register Animal, Nuisance Cat Order, Nuisance 
Dog Order and Notification of death as approved forms and give the Manager of Environmental 
Services the delegation to approve any changes and/or updates to these forms, as required. 
Moved Cr Barton  Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried   Unstarred  
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Your Reference 
<our reference> 
 
 
<Date> 
 
 
<Name & Address> 
 
 
Dear <name> 
 
NOTICE TO REGISTER COMPANION ANIMAL 
Issued under section 10B Companion Animals Act 1998 
 

Microchip Number:  

Name:  

Breed:  

Colour:  

Date of Birth/Age:  

Gender:  

 
Bourke Shire Council hereby gives Notice under Section 10B of the Companion Animals Act 1998, 
requiring your companion animal listed above to be registered. 
 
The registration fee must be paid within 14 days after the date this notice is given. (<date to be 
registered>) 
 
The maximum penalty for not complying with this Notice to Register is $5,500. 
 
Please find enclosed current registration costs to lifetime register your companion animal. 
 
Please note, that a companion animal MUST be microchipped before it can be lifetime registered. 
 
Should you require further information, please contact Council on 6830 8000.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
<name> 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
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Bourke Shire Council 
Notification of Death of Companion Animal 
Clause 30(1) (a) Companion Animals Regulations 2008 
 
Notice is hereby given of the death of the following companion animal:- 

Name:  
 

Microchip Number:  
 

Date of Death:  
 

Name of Vet: 
(if euthanized) 

 

 
Details of person giving notice: 

Name:  
 

Address:  
 
 
 

Phone number:  
 

Owners Details: 
(if not person giving 
notice) 
 
 
 

Name: 
 
Address: 
 
 
 
 

Signature:  
 
 

Date:  
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Your Reference 
<our reference> 
 
 
<Owner’s name>  
<Owner’s Address>  
<Suburb> <State> <Postcode>  
 
 
Dear <Owner’s name>  
 
NUISANCE CAT ORDER 
Section 31 Companion Animals Act 1998 (the Act) 
 
This document contains important information about your obligations under the Act. Please read it 
carefully. Contact the council officer on the number below as soon as possible if you are unsure of 
your obligations or need further information.  
 

It has come to Council’s attention that you are the owner of a cat: 
 
Name (if known): <animal’s name>  
Microchip Number (if known): <microchip number>  
Description (identifying marks etc., if known): <description>  
kept at <address where animal kept > (the property).  
 

Council is satisfied that the cat is a Nuisance Cat in accordance with the provisions of section 31 of 
the Act.  

 
 

This Nuisance Cat Order requires that you prevent your cat from behaving in the following 
manner:- 
 
<insert behavior(s) required to be controlled> 
 
This order has been issued because it is alleged that the cat has:- 
 
<Insert details of alleged incident(s)> 
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What are the requirements of this order? 
 
1. You must ensure that the cat is microchipped and registered within 7 days of receiving this order. 
 
2. This order remains in force for six (6) months from <insert date of issue>.  
 
3. As the owner of the cat you must comply with this order from <insert date of issue> and continue 

to comply with it while it is force. 
 
What happens if you do not comply with these requirements? 
 
There is a maximum penalty for failing to comply with this order of $XXX for the first offence and 
$XXX for the second or any subsequent offences. 
 
This order is final and is not subject to any appeal or review. 
 
If you need any further information about this order, please contact the officer listed below. 
 
 
Dated: <insert date here>  
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
<name> 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
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Your Reference 
<our reference> 
 
 
<Owner’s name>  
<Owner’s Address>  
<Suburb> <State> <Postcode>  
 
 
Dear <Owner’s name>  
 
NUISANCE DOG ORDER 
Section 32A Companion Animals Act 1998 (the Act) 
 
This document contains important information about your obligations under the Act. Please read it 
carefully. Contact the council officer on the number below as soon as possible if you are unsure of 
your obligations or need further information.  
 

It has come to Council’s attention that you are the owner of a dog:- 
 
Name (if known):- <animal’s name>  
Microchip Number (if known):- <microchip number>  
Description (identifying marks etc., if known): <description>,  
Kept at <address where animal kept > (the property).  
 

Council is satisfied that the dog is a Nuisance Dog in accordance with the provisions of section 32A of 
the Act.  

 
This Nuisance Dog Order requires that you prevent your dog from behaving in the following 
manner:-  
 
<insert behavior(s) required to be controlled> 
 
This order has been issued because it is alleged that the dog has:- 
 
<Insert details of alleged incident(s)> 
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What are the requirements of this order? 
1. You must ensure that the dog is microchipped and registered within 7 days of 

receiving this order. 
 

2. This order remains in force for 6 months from <insert date of issue>. 
 

3. As the owner of the dog, you must comply with this order from <insert date of issue> 
and continue to comply with it while it is force. 

 
What happens if you do not comply with these requirements? 
 
There is a maximum penalty for failing to comply with this order of $XXX for the first offence or 
$XXXX for the second or any subsequent offences. 
 
This order is final and is not subject to any appeal or review.  
 
If you need any further information about this order, please contact the officer listed below. 
 
 
Dated: <insert date here>  
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
<name> 
MANAGER, ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
  



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22
nd

 May 2017 in the Council Chamber at Bourke Shire Council at 29 Mitchell Street, 

Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 21 of 74 the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell 
Street Bourke on Monday, 22

nd
 May 2017 at 9.00am 

File No: T5.3 

Report: 206/2017 Planning Proposal to Amend LEP 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Introduction 
At the April ordinary meeting, Council resolved to endorse a draft planning proposal to amend the 
Local Environmental Plan (LEP) to allow manufactured homes on RU1 – Primary Production Zoned 
land. 
 
Department of Planning & Environment (DP&E) have identified that the R5 – Large Lot Residential 
zone should also be included in this proposal, as there would be some demand for manufactured 
homes on large lot residential land. 
 
Due to the minor change, a new resolution is sought to allow the proposal to be formally submitted 
to the Department of Planning for their consideration. 
 
DP&E have advised that it is intended to provide a solution to this matter at a state level via changes 
to the definition of a building within the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 however, 
the timing for this change is not able to be confirmed.  
 
Until the change to the Act is made, the short term consequence of this proposed amendment is that 
it will technically be permissible for manufactured dwellings to be erected on land within the RU1 
zone that does not achieve the minimum lot size as required by clause 4.2B of the LEP. This is due to 
the fact that clause 4.2B refers only to dwelling houses, and as noted in the attached planning 
proposal, manufactured dwellings are not dwelling houses.  
 
Notwithstanding this, Council would still assess each development on its merits and, where it is 
determined that installation of a manufactured dwelling has the potential to detrimentally affect the 
right to farm of adjacent properties, it would be possible to refuse the application by reference to the 
RU1 zone objectives and the provisions of clause 10 of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Rural 
Lands) 2008. 
 
Resolution 

180/2017 That Council: 
1. “Endorse the attached draft Planning Proposal to enable the amendment of the Bourke Local 

Environmental Plan 2012 to include residential accommodation in Part 3 of the RU1 – Primary 
Production and R5 – Large Lot Residential Land Use Tables and update Part 4 of these Land Use 
Tables to ensure those forms of residential accommodation that are currently prohibited in the 
RU1 and R5 zones remain prohibited; and 

2. Forward the endorsed draft Planning Proposal to the DP&E with a request for a Gateway 
determination and proceed to public exhibition subject to advice received; and 

3. Request that the Gateway delegate to Council plan making functions under Sections 59(2) and (3) 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, in this instance.” 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Barton    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

 
Background: 
As advised earlier via a memo, Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & Development has tendered his 
resignation from Bourke Shire Council to take up a position with Narromine Shire Council. Phil’s last 
day of employment with Bourke Shire Council will be Friday, 26th May 2017. 
 
Current Situation: 
The position has been advertised and applications close on Tuesday, 6th June 2017 and it is hoped to 
have someone in the position in early July. 
 
It will be difficult to readily replace someone who has undertaken such a diverse role, along with the 
experience and industry contacts made over an extended period. Arrangements have been put in 
place to ensure the continuity of the projects and other work that Phil has been directly responsible. 
 
Phil has been the driving force for a number of initiatives over the period of his employment and has 
willingly accepted a number of functions that would not generally be included in his substantive role 
and has done so with a high degree of professionalism and achieved numerous positive outcomes. 
 
Financial Implications 
The cost of advertising the position will be provided for from existing budgetary allocations. 
 
Resolution 

181/2017  
1. That the resignation of Phil Johnston be noted 
2. That Council acknowledge the contribution that Phil Johnston has made to Bourke Shire Council 

over the period of his employment. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

 
Background: 
Council has resolved to hold the June meeting on the 20th June 2017 following a report tabled at the 
ordinary meeting of Council held on 26th April 2017. 
 
Section 9 of the Local Government provides as follows:- 
 
Public notice of meetings  
(1) A council must give notice to the public of the times and places of its meetings and meetings of 
those of its committees of which all the members are councillors.  

File No S6.32 

Report: 326/2017  Resignation of Manager of Tourism & Development 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No C12.1 

Report: 327/2017  Confirmation of Change of Date for the June Meeting 2017 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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(2) A council and each such committee must have available for the public at its offices and at each 
meeting copies (for inspection or taking away by any person) of the agenda and the associated 
business papers (such as correspondence and reports) for the meeting.  
 
(2A) In the case of a meeting whose agenda includes the receipt of information or discussion of other 
matters that, in the opinion of the general manager, is likely to take place when the meeting is closed 
to the public:  
(a) the agenda for the meeting must indicate that the relevant item of business is of such a nature 
(but must not give details of that item), and  
 
(b) the requirements of subsection (2) with respect to the availability of business papers do not apply 
to the business papers for that item of business.  
 
(3) The copies are to be available to the public as nearly as possible to the time they are available to 
councillors.  
 
(4) The copies are to be available free of charge.  
 
(5) A notice given under this section or a copy of an agenda or of a business paper made available 
under this section may in addition be given or made available in electronic form.  
 
Current Situation: 
The meeting was changed to allow adequate time from the adoption of the Operational Plan and 
Delivery Program and the Community Strategic Plan to have the documents finalised and published. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The only financial implications arising from the change of date of the meeting will be the cost of 
advertising. 
 
Resolution  

182/2017 That the change of date for the June Meeting to the 20th June 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Barton  Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

 

Background: 
The Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) had previously advised Council that a proposal had been put 
forward to the RMS by the Transport Industry to allow access for Type (2) Road Train and /or other 
Quad Combinations (BAB/ABB/AAB configuration) from North Bourke to Nyngan and Trangie. 
 
The route will obviously involve travel through the town of Bourke. 
The RMS conducted trials to see if the vehicles could utilise the Mitchell Highway but the route 
proved unsuitable during trials conducted and the Transport Industry was to be advised accordingly. 

File No R7.6.1-R7.4.1 

Report: 328/2017        Proposal to allow of Type (2) Road Train   and /or other Quad 
Combinations (BAB/ABB/AAB configuration) Route through Bourke 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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It would appear that the section of the route though Bourke was the only section of the proposed 
route that was going to be an impediment with all other sections of the route either suitable or able 
to be made suitable by the undertaking of some minor works. 
 
Given the apparent unsuitability of the Mitchell Highway through Bourke other routes within the 
town were considered and trialled given the fact that both representatives of the Transport Industry 
and the RMS were already in town coupled with the availability of a truck of the type proposed for 
the route. 
 
It should be noted that the entire town of Bourke has previously been declared eligible for Road 
Trains 
 
An alternate route was proposed which would involve the utilisation of Moculta and Tarcoon Streets 
past the High School and Hospital and would involve three (3) intersections in Bourke each of which 
has been determined as suitable following recent trials:- 

• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Moculta Street and Tarcoon Streets Bourke 
• Intersection of Kamilaroi Highway, Mitchell Street and Tarcoon Street Bourke 
• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Morven Street and Tarcoon Street Bourke. 

 
A map of the proposed route is attached.  
 
The Transport Industry has not made a formal request to Council at this stage, however, given that 
once the RMS had deemed the Mitchell Highway through Bourke unsuitable and the trial along 
Tarcoon Street relatively successful, it was thought likely that the route would in all probability be 
subject to an application by the Transport Industry. As such following a report from the Manager of 
Roads to the March meeting the proposal was advertised in the local paper, The Western Herald.  
 
The advertisement called for submissions to be lodged in respect of the proposal and at the time of 
writing only the one (1) submission had been received and this will be circulated to Councillors. 
 
Current Situation: 
As mentioned earlier no formal application has been received to have the route identified to be able 
to  be used for  Type Two (2) Road Trains and other Quad combinations  although with the fact that 
the proposed Mitchell Highway route having proved unsuitable and the alternative route along 
Council roads seemingly suitable an application is expected. 
 
On Monday 15th May 2017 the Mayor and council staff met with the Regional Manager of the RMS, 
Phil Standen and other RMS Officers including staff from their heavy vehicle section to discuss the 
matter in light of the decision of the RMS to deem the Mitchell Highway unsuitable. 
  
The decision as to whether to allow the vehicles along Council owned streets is one for Council and 
not the RMS. The RMS will, however, have to approve the other sections of the State Highways 
including the need for the provision of a coupling and uncoupling area for the trucks similar to that 
that exists at North Bourke at the start/finish of the approved route. 
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During the discussions a number of points were raised for the consideration in the potential approval 
process and these included:- 

1. It was unlikely that any additional State Government Funding would be provided on an 
ongoing basis. 

2. Some funding may be available in the initial period for minor modification works 
3. A curfew could be imposed around school hours 
4. The increased spread of axle weight would potentially reduce any pavement damage 
5. At the moment we are looking at around 20 truck movements per week 
6. This figure may increase in the future 
7. The public need to have a good understanding of the size of the vehicles involved and 

pictorial articles in the press would help in this regard. The vehicles are a maximum length 
53.5 metres.  

8. There are two (2) schools and the hospital along the route although the current truck 
movements include Saturdays and will reduce the impact on schools. 

9. Sign posting would need to be put in place. 
10. The RMS would be willing to pay for the signposting of the alternate route. 
11. The use of the proposed route could be subject to a trial of approximately six (6) months; 

however given the cost of the provision of the coupling area this may be too short. 
12. Safety issues would be subject a risk assessment. 
13. The ability for two of the trucks to pass in the street when other vehicles are parked either 

side would need to be considered.  
14. There will be potential issues for motorists passing these vehicles on the highway. 
15. The trucks are speed limited to 90km. 

 
Financial Implications: 
There would be some financial implications given that the proposed route is all Bourke Shire Roads 
and issues such as any additional maintenance or signage having to be borne by Council. If the road 
was reclassified as a Regional Road these costs would come out of the “Block Grant” for Regional 
Roads and whilst this may appear to be advantageous all it means is that in all likelihood the “Block 
Grant” would remain the same or increased slightly but have to spread out to cover the additional 
section of Regional Road. 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the report in relation to the proposal to allow of Type (2) Road Train (BAB configuration) Route 

through Bourke be received and noted. 
2. That Should an application be received  to formalise the utilisation of the proposed route that  

Council undertake a further period of public consultation with any advertisements including a more 
detailed explanation and description of the type and size of the trucks that will be utilise the 
proposed route. 

3. That the consultation includes a “letter drop” to all residences along the proposed route. 
4. That Council indicate that any potential approval would be subject to a curfew to ensure that traffic 

through the area did not occur during the starting and finishing time of the schools along the route.  
 
Resolution 

183/2017 That the report in relation to the proposal to allow of Type (2) Road Train (BAB 
configuration) Route through Bourke be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford     Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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File No:  P4.1 

Report: 329/2017     Delivery Plan 3rd Quarter Review 2016-2017 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager  

 
Enclosed is the third quarter review of the Delivery Plan for 2016-2017. The report highlights 
progress on the 99 items that are listed in the Program. 
 
Overall progress has been as expected most items now listed as 75% completed.  
 
One item has not commenced which is the community garden which is subject to funding and 
another organisation taking the lead on that project. We also continue to work where possible on the 
infrastructure issues such as improved mobile phone coverage and a regular passenger service for 
the airport. 
 
Of note this quarter has been the development of our Community Strategic Plan and updating of our 
long term financial plan. These documents are now at public exhibition and are expected to be 
adopted in June.  
 
A number of the village tours and community meetings held in regards to the Community Strategic 
Plan were held over the past three (3) months and these were well attended and very worthwhile.  
 
Resolution 

184/2017 That Council note the third quarter Delivery Plan report as presented to the ordinary 
meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Cole     Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 

 
Cr Bartley left the meeting 12.08pm 

 
Background: 
In May 2015 the Minister for Local Government announced the Innovation Fund. This fund is a 
targeted program that supports small councils to improve their performance to benefit local 
communities. 
 
Bourke Shire applied for funding in round one to implement the upgrading, expansion and 
integrations of Council’s computer software to ensure it is able to readily meet the needs of 
Councils contemporary reporting and management requirements. This application was successful.  
 
Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett Council also applied for funding in round one to implement an 
Aboriginal Community based Environmental Waste Management program. This application was 
also successful.  
 
 
 

File No L8.20 

Report: 330/2017 Innovation Fund 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation 
The Minister for Local Government has announced a second round of applications for fit for the 
future innovation project with $2M available to Councils that meet the criteria, One-off grants can 
be applied for:  

1. Up to $150,000 for individual Councils and  
2. Up to $400,000 for projects involving more than one (1) Council. 

 
The key criteria of the guidelines include: 

 Applications close 9th June 2017. 

 Proposal must be endorsed by your Council (Council resolution below) 

 For each grant, a co-contribution of at least 30% is required from the Council 
 
After discussion with Brewarrina and Walgett Shire and considering this Council’s requirements 
three (3) proposals have been considered for application for funding. There is the joint proposal 
between Walgett, Bourke and Brewarrina in relation to the development of an improved suit of 
documentation for Human Resource activities, the installation of vehicle tracking facilities to 
improve reporting and staff safety, and subject to the availability of reliable technology, the 
installation of technology to record the number of bins collected and potentially other data that we 
are required to supply to other statutory authorities 
 
The joint proposal relates to HR systems and processes and in summary provides:- 
 
Development of Improved Human Resources Systems and Processes 
The Councils of Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett wish to undertake a joint project to review their 
Human Resource systems and documentation to develop a common standard set of position 
descriptions, review and standardise the skill descriptors, identify training needs and skills acquisition 
and establishing a common set of documents for performance appraisals, salary reviews, payroll 
forms, methodology for reclassification and HR Policies across the three (3) Council areas. 
The project would encompass a like for like comparison and standardisation of positions across the 
three (3) organisations and lead to identified changes necessary to introduce a common salary 
system with common induction and joint training processes.  

 
The proposed consultancy would also examine the current salary system and salary structure in place 
to identify changes or mythologies to bring about a standardisation of the base conditions of 
employment, position description and salary scale across the three (3) shires for similar positions. 

 
The positive outcomes from this process are:- 

 To delete and update old position descriptions and standardise the format and 

template for HR documentation. Standard letters of offer, standard performance 

appraisal documentation and standard induction processes. Delivering greater 

efficiency  

 To facilitate the secondment or sharing of staff between the three (3) Council’s. i.e. 

utilise staff from adjoining Councils for staff relief. 

 To connect with staff from the three (3) Shires. 

 To reduce  the cost of training and provide training locally 

 To ensure that documentation meets contemporary requirements. 
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This project may also involve the documentation and reporting systems associated with Work 
Health and Safety systems and processes and the implementation of a new system for Workplace 
Health and Safety.  Safeplan is a Queensland based product that has successfully been used in 
other Councils and may be useful to Council in terms of meeting the requirements for RMS projects 
and contracts in the future. 
 
The second proposal relates to Bourke Shire Council:- 
 
GPS Tracking System for Council Fleet 
To implement a GPS Telematics system to assist Council with real time reporting on vehicle and work 
health and safety of employees travelling alone and in remote locations. 
 
Council is currently trialling a system built by Navman for the service industry. This system can view 
the vehicles in real-time, produce reports on the vehicles kilometres travelled and engine hours 
worked, this information can also be used to work out the productivity of the vehicles. Other benefits 
include: 

 Improved staff safety 

 Crash and rollover detection providing an alarm in the event of an accident 

 Complaints from public of poor driving and speeding by Council vehicles 

 Reduced risks and liabilities 

 Decreased vehicle overhead costs 

 Increased productivity 

 Detailed automated reporting 

 Reduced personal use of fleet 

 Increase accountability 

 Assist with workshop plan servicing schedules 
 

The third proposal involves the utilisation of recently developed technology to assist in the provision 
of data relating to the collection of domestic and trade waste. 
 
Waste Data Collection 
Technology exists to be able to install software and hardware that will provide the ability to readily 
access data in relation to the collection of Waste, including the number of bins collected and the 
location of those bins. 
 
The data collected should be of benefit to Council in its reporting requirements to the various bodies 
to which Council is required to provide information. The extent of the data available will be 
dependant to type of equipment installed. 
 
Financial Implications 
The required 30% contribution should be able to be provided from with the existing allocations 
within the 2017/ 2018 Operational Plan, if any of the applications for funding under the Innovation 
Fund are successful. 
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Resolution 

185/2017 That Council  
1. Submit an application to the Innovation Fund for the development, and Improvement of the 

Human Resources Systems and processes jointly with Walgett and Brewarrina Shire Councils to 
enable all three (3) Councils ensuring that they are meeting contemporary needs in relation to 
Human Resources services and are able to meet the ongoing costs of maintain these systems in a 
cost effective manner. 

2.  Submit an application for the cost of the implementation of a GPS Tracking System for Council’s 
Plant Fleet noting the benefits that will flow from improved Safety of Council staff and the ability 
to monitor the operation and service requirements of the individual items of Plant, particularly 
when the items of plant are working in areas without mobile phone service. 

3. That Council submit an application for the provision of software and hardware to be utilised in 
association with our current plant to provide information relating to Councils Waste Management 
collection.  

Moved Cr Cole     Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 
Cr Bartley returned to meeting at12.10 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 425/2017   Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30th April 2017 

Balances as per Bank Statement $150,743.42 

Plus: Deposit not shown $1,955.21 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $26,021.60 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $845.90 

Balance as per Cash Book $125,871.13 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30th April 2017 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $8,253,477.61 $200,000.00 

Water $3,422,545.20  

Sewer $1,060,355.42  

Trust $221,932.32  

Total Funds $12,958,310.55  

 
Investments as at 30th April 2017 

National Australia Bank $414,690.32 2.70 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,541.25 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $621,750.88 2.70 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,308.38 2.65 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,576,881.20 2.65 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,300,876.63 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,060,434.62 2.55 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $647,792.27 2.50 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,013,389.05 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $740,843.74 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $380,878.33 2.60 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,130,383.86 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $809,668.89 Flex   

Total Investments $12,832,439.42    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that 
the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 30th April 2017 

Balance as per cash book $125,871.13 

Investments $12,832,439.42 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $12,958,310.55 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th April 2017 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st March 2017  30th April 2017 

General Fund $8,281,738.13 -$28,260.52 $8,253,477.61 

Water Fund $3,471,744.57 -$49,199.37 $3,422,545.20 

Sewer Fund $1,324,284.30 -$263,928.88 $1,060,355.42 

Trust Fund $209,646.32 $12,286.00 $221,932.32 

Investments -$12,927,854.02 $95,414.60 -$12,832,439.42 

Totals $359,559.30 -$233,688.17 $125,871.13 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st March 2017            $359,559.30 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $101,764.69 

(b) Other Cash  $1,307,812.96 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $1,738,680.42 

(b) New Investment  -$95,414.60 

Balance as 30th April 2017 $125,871.13 

 
Resolution  

186/2017 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th April 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 426/2017   Investment Report as at 30th April 2017  

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

  Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

  Statutory obligations are being met 

  Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
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Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2016/2017 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 2.49%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 
Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements 
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 30th April 2017 is $12,832,439.42. 
 
Investment income earned as at 30th April1 2017 was $222,638.12. 
  

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows:- 

National Australia Bank $414,690.32 2.70 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,541.25 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $621,750.88 2.70 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,308.38 2.65 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,576,881.20 2.65 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,300,876.63 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,060,434.62 2.55 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $647,792.27 2.50 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,013,389.05 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $740,843.74 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $380,878.33 2.60 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,130,383.86 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $809,668.89 Flex   

Total Investments $12,832,439.42    

 
Term Deposits 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 
Average Investment Yield  2.60% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $95,414.60 during the period. 
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The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

187/2017 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30th April 2017 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford     Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.15-P9.3W2.2.17 

Report: 427/2017 Outstanding Debts Due to Council 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
At the February 2017 Ordinary meeting of Council, Council resolved that staff develop a strategy to 
reduce the outstanding debts due to Council. This report details the strategy developed and detailed 
outcome for debt recovery undertaken in the month of March 2017. 
 
Current Situation 
The Manager of Corporate Services (MCS) and Revenue Officer (RO) have developed the following 
strategy to reduce the outstanding debts and generate a better cash flow for Council. 
 
Key Strategies Include:- 

 Payment Arrangements - Personal contact with rate payers in an attempt to enter into 
payment arrangements with rate payers in order for them to repay the debt owed to Council 
over a specified time frame. 

 Additional Cycles of OVERDUE NOTICES - OVERDUE NOTICE’S as each Instalment becomes 
overdue. Overdue Notices were previously issued twice a year in December and June. The 
additional notices will be sent in March and September. 

 Council Issued Letter - To be included with the Overdue Notice’s. This letter will outline the 
Ratepayers obligations to pay the debt owing to Council or legal action will commence. 

 Letter of Demand - Rate payers who are unresponsive to Overdue Notices will be issued a 
“Letter of Demand” from our Debt Collection Agency. This Letter gives the Rate Payer a final 
Seven Days to make payment. 

 Legal Action - Legal Action against all rate payers who fail to respond to the strategy listed 
above. We will be using all resources made available to us from our Debt Collection Agency in 
an attempt to try and recover outstanding debts from rate payers. 
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 713 Sale - Hold a Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates her to include all properties in the public 
auction that meet the criteria to be sold for unpaid rates in an effort to further reduce the 
Outstanding Debt for Bourke Shire Council. 

 
The Table below outlines the current status for overdue rates assessment, the present action being 
taken and future action to be taken on non-compliant rate payers. 
 

New Payment Arrangements        Total Action for Non-Compliant 

Compliant Arrangements 32 
   

    

Non-Compliant 8 
   

  

To be Issued with Overdue Notice and Council 
Letter demanding Payment - If payment is not 
received Legal Action will Commence 

  
    

40   

Overdue Notices & Council Issued Letter     Total Action for Non-Response To Letter/Notice 

  
    

  
 Overdue Notices - Issued  

  
0 To be issued after 10th June 2017 

Council Issued Letter of Demand -  
  

5 

 
Refer to Debt Collection for Letter of 
Demand  

Letter of Demand - Issued By Debt 
Collector         Total Action for Non - Response to Demand Letter 

  
    

    

Issued March 2017 
    

0 Commenced Legal Action 

  
    

    

Legal Action     Total Action For Non Response to Legal Action 

  
    

    

New Referrals to Debt Collection  
   

0 

Includes property in next 713 Sale if meets 
relevant criteria specified in Chapter 15 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 

  
    

    

713 Sale          Total   

  
    

    

Properties identified to be included 
in the next 713 sale.   

    
    12   

 
Financial Implications 
The table below shows the total combined Rates and Charges collection to 30th April 2017 compared 
to 31st March2017. 
 
Payments received for Rates and Charges were $169,354.07 and payments received for the excess 
water usage for the same period were $50,510.01. The total payment received for the month of 
March were $219,864.08 
 
Conclusion 
Council staff will continue take action against all outstanding Debtors. This action will include the 
utilisation of the external Debt Recovery Agency to assist with non-compliant agreements or rate 
payers who do not respond to Council’s requests for payment.  
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Details of the action taken and payments made will be reported to Council each month in the form of 
the tables above. 
 
Resolution 

188/2017 That Council note the Outstanding Debt report as at 30th April 2017 and endorse the action 
taken to recover the outstanding debt implemented by Council staff as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried  Unstarred 
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File No: C11.2 

Report: 428/2017 Councillors Remuneration 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has handed down its determination for 2017/18 and 
has determined that fees for Councillors and Mayors should be increased by 2.5% with this increase 
effective from 1st July 2017.  
 
Bourke is a Rural Council in the scale of fees and the revised fees for a Rural Council are: 
 

 Min Max 

Councillor $8,750 pa (*$8,540) $11,570 pa  (*$11,290) 

Mayor (additional to above) $9,310 pa (*$9,080) $25,250 pa  (*$24,630) 

(* Previous fees applicable to Rural Councils are the bracketed figures) 
 
Background 
Council has previously adopted a policy of paying the minimum fees for Councillors and maximum 
fee for the Mayor. This recognises the heavy workload placed on the Mayor of the Bourke Shire in 
undertaking his duties. 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
248   Fixing and payment of annual fees for Councillors 
(1)  A Council must pay each Councillor an annual fee. 
(2)  A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(3)  The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each Councillor. 
(4)  A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 
 
248A   Annual fees or other remuneration not to be paid during period of suspension 
A Council must not at any time pay any fee or other remuneration, or any expenses, to which a 
Councillor would otherwise be entitled as the holder of a civic office, in respect of any period during 
which: 
(a)  the Councillor is suspended from civic office under this Act, or 
(b)  the Councillor’s right to be paid any such fee or other remuneration, or expense, is suspended 
under this Act, 
unless another provision of this Act specifically authorises payment to be made, or specifically 
permits a person to authorise payment to be made, when the suspension is terminated. 
 
249   Fixing and payment of annual fees for the mayor 
(1)  A Council must pay the mayor an annual fee. 
(2)  The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the mayor as a Councillor. 
(3)  A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(4)  A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by 
the Remuneration Tribunal. 
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(5)  A Council may pay the deputy mayor (if there is one) a fee determined by the Council for such 
time as the deputy mayor acts in the office of the mayor. The amount of the fee so paid must be 
deducted from the mayor’s annual fee. 
 
DETERMINATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 242 OF FEES FOR COUNCILLORS AND MAYORS 
 
Pursuant to s.241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the annual fees to be paid in each of the 
categories to Councillors, Mayors, Members and Chairpersons of County Councils effective on and 
from 1 July 2017 are determined as follows: 
 

 
Category 
 

Councillor/Member 
Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 
Additional Fee* 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

General Purpose 
Councils – 
Metropolitan  

Principal CBD 26,310 38,580 160,960 211,790 

Mayor CBD 17,540 32,500 37,270 105,000 

Metropolitan Large 17,540 28,950 37,270 84,330 

Metropolitan Medium 13,150 24,550 27,940 65,230 

Metropolitan Small 8,750 19,310 18,630 42,120 

General Purpose 
Councils – 
Non Metropolitan 

Regional City 17,540 30,500 37,270 95,000 

Regional Strategic Area 17,540 28,950 37,270 84,330 

Regional Rural 8,750 19,310 18,630 42,120 

Rural 8,750 11,570 9,310 25,250 

County Councils 
Water 1,740 9,650 3,730 15,850 

Other 1,740 5,770 3,730 10,530 

 
*This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor/Chairperson as a Councillor/Member 
(s.249 (2)). 
 
Note from Manager of Corporate Services: A copy of the determination has been forwarded to 
Councillors under separate cover. The determination is available at 
http://www.remtribunals.nsw.gov.au/  
 
Financial Implication 
At the March Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council resolved that in the compilation of the 2017/2018 
Operational Plan provision is made to increase the fee paid to Councillor from the minimum amount 
to the maximum amount. 
 
The maximum fee for both the Mayor and Councillors is included in the draft Operational Plan. 
 
Resolution 

189/2017 That Council pay the maximum Councillor fee prescribed for a Rural Council and the 
maximum fee applicable to the Mayor, within the Rural Group as specified by the Local Government 
Act, with those fees being $11,570 and $25,250 respectively.  
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

  

http://www.remtribunals.nsw.gov.au/
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MANAGER TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT REPORT  

 

File No:  T4.1 

Report: 503/2017  RV Friendly Town Status 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston  

 
During the term of the previous Council the need for Bourke to become an RV Friendly Town was 
discussed. It is a long standing item on the business arising list and at this stage this has not 
progressed to date. Item 338/2014 asks that Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly 
town. 
 
Assessment Criteria 
There are a number of criteria that a town has to meet in order to become an RV Friendly Town. 
Most of them such as the availability of potable water, an available dump point and the ability to park 
within one (1) kilometre of the Post Office are easily attained.  
 
However, one of the essential criteria for eligibility is the need for a Recreational Vehicle to be able to 
park overnight within 5km of the Post Office for between one (1) and three (3) nights. The most likely 
location to achieve this would be the Renshaw complex. This complex is not a secure location, is not 
fully fenced and only lit in the most basic way. 
 
We welcome Freedom Campers to locations such as May’s Bend and if RV Campers are keen to 
spend time out of town we encourage them to visit places such as the available National Parks, Rose 
Isle, Trilby, and Mount Oxley among others that are available for a small charge. We also welcome 
many Freedom Campers who come to the area and stay on friends and relatives properties. 
 
Recreational Vehicles are Welcome 
We welcome all recreational vehicles to the area and the promotion to this market through the 
Kidman Way Committee and through word of mouth is excellent. We encourage this market in other 
ways and for example we have recently received an excellent review of our tourist centre and our 
ability to house dogs for the day in a well built and maintained facility out at the Back O’ Bourke 
Exhibition Centre.  
 
The issue of Bourke becoming an RV Friendly Town may be revisited in the future but for now I would 
recommend that we concentrate on existing areas of marketing.  
 
Resolution 

190/2017 That Council note the information in the RV Friendly Town Status report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Cole     Seconded Cr Davis     Carried 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D5.2 

Report: 912/2017  Community Contribution – 2017 Outback Challenge 

Author: Margaret Gordon – Deputy Principal 

 
Council has received a request from the 2017 Outback Challenge requesting that Council waive the 
hire of the Davidson Oval, supply in-kind assistance for the marking of the Oval, bins to be placed 
around the ovals and those bins to be emptied after the event and also requesting that the key cost 
be donated. 
 
Resolution 

191/2017 That Council support the Outback Challenge as it has in previous years. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 109/2015 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby/ Roads Supervisor 
 

The following information outlines works completed from the 7th April 2017 to the 28th April 2017:- 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Bourke – Hungerford  Top grade in progress 

  

2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 68s Louth – Cobar Boundary Top grade completed 

MR68s Duck Tank R2R  Gravel Sheet and Seal completed 

 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Regional Roads reseals Aggregate Carted 

MR68s Duck Tank R2R  Gravel Sheet and Seal in progress 
 

4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley – Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

All State Highways  Patching undertaken 

Regional roads Patching undertaken 
 

5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out & prepare ground for commencement of Junior soccer 

Davidson Oval Prepare grounds for Tegan’s Fitness Group & for Rugby Union Training 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing and maintenance carried out, graffiti removal ongoing 
Prepare grounds for Community Activity YOTS and playgroup every fortnight 

Villages Mow grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Training Nil 

  



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22
nd

 May 2017 in the Council Chamber at Bourke Shire Council at 29 Mitchell Street, 

Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 46 of 74 the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell 
Street Bourke on Monday, 22

nd
 May 2017 at 9.00am 

 

  

6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily 

Cemetery Graves prepared  
19/4/2017, 20/4/2017 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal and cleaning along road side 
Mow and poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

General Pull out fence at Show Ground 
Fill hole on footpath in Tarcoon Street 
Fill hole from NBN visit in Mertin Street 
Sand footpaths ongoing 
Mowing for Easter weekend corners and footpaths 
Picked up from Alice Edwards Village 120+ syringes 
Show flags erected in main Street 
Removed two (2) cars from Brewarrina levee 
Remove graffiti from footpath 
Crane at Waste Depot to install pipe for new cell 
Set up for ANZAC Day (road Closure signs) 
Repair bollard at Wood Bro’s 
Removal of tree from Anson Street 
Camera poles depot 
Airport Inspections 
Remove car from Mertin Street 

Sundry Debtors  S/D red sand 
S/D Crane 921130 
S/D Roller 921131 
S/D Gravel 921132 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Acting Plant Foreman 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo Replaced harmonic balancer 

237 N-77487 1988 Holmwood 
Highgate 

Replaced bearings and shaft in pump 

78 CA80TI Isuzu 400 Carry out service, replaced engine oil, oil filter and air filter 

93 CE53WX 2015 Colorado  Replaced cab mounts 

29 CHP24X 2012 Mazda BT 50 Carry out service, replaced engine oil, oil filter, fuel filter and 
air filter 

14 YCJ74H 2015 Mazda BT 50 Carry out service, replaced engine oil, oil filter-primary and 
secondary 

15 DJY11Z 2016 Toyota Prado 15,000km service 

39 YCJ44H 2014 Mazda BT 50 Carry out service 

62  2010 Delta Rebuild gearbox, put back on plus drive shaft 

64  2011 Gason Checked gearbox, grease tail shaft 

65 BG97LI 2010 John Deere Check over tractor, add coolant, checked oils 

32 BM39KN Isuzu 400 100,000km service 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino Replaced main broom, rebuild other brooms 

11 BZ24PA 2014 Isuzu D/Max Carry out service, replace engine oil, oil filter, air filter, fuel 
filter and cab filter 

37 AJ01DM Isuzu 500 Replaced toolbox handle and carried out service 

 
  

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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8. Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

DATE LOCATION ACTIVITY 

April 2017 Mertin Street Sewer Pump Station  Replace float switch  

 Louth Clean raw water tanks fix showers replace hot water system park  

 143 Anson Street Sewer choke  

 1 Yanda Street Dig 50mm filtered main repair 20mm service 

 17 Sturt Street Sewer choke 

 1 Warrego Street Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 Back O’ Bourke Centre Repair leaking raw water taps  

 47 Oxley Street  Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 144 Meadows Road Repair 20mm filtered water service   

 Enngonia  Pump test on bore  

 145 Anson Street Sewer choke  

 40 Wortumertie Street Fix leaking tap  

 Back O’ Bourke Centre Set up for mud run 

 23 Tarcoon Street Sewer choke  

 101 Mertin Street Fix leaking tap 

 Cullie Street Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 Renshaw Sporting Complex Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 5 Wilson Street Dig 150mm filtered main repair 20mm service 

 Renshaw Sporting Complex Fix roof on stables, leaking taps, install tap for portable toilet & 
complete disable toilets   

 34 Hope Street Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 Byrock Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 30 Hope Street Sewer choke 

 3 Glen Street Dig sewer main clear choke  

 68 Hope Street Fix leaking tap 

 59 Hope Street Dig sewer main clear choke 

 3 Meek Street Locate service and install 50mm valve & water meter  

 70 Mertin Street Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 72 Mertin Street Dig 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 5 Darling Street Sewer choke 

 38 Short Street Dig 50mm filtered main repair 20mm service 

 2 Bloxham Street Sewer choke 

 2 Glen Street Repair 20mm filtered water service   

 69 Mertin Street Sewer choke 

 28 Hope Street Sewer choke 

 86 Mitchell Street Sewer choke  

 67 Mitchell Street Sewer choke 

 Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre Sewer choke 

 16 Short Street Sewer choke 

 12 Hope Street Sewer choke (internal) 

 65 Mitchell Street Repair leaking toilet & sewer choke 

  Replacing water meters, ongoing 

 Training Nil 
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Bourke Sewerage Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

 Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

DEC 
2016 
Test 

JAN 
2017 
Test 

FEB 
2017 
Test 

MAR 
2017 
Test 

APR 
2017 
Test 

May 
2017 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 <2 <2 2  

pH  6.5-8.5 8.14 9.94 9.64 9.22 8.98  

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 8.5 11.9 23.6 5.9 14.4  

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 1.7 1.3 2 0.46 1.2  

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 20 42 152 114 38 88  

Biochemical oxygen 
demand 

mg/L 15 18 14 25 7 42  
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Record of Water Usage 

For the period, 01/01/17 to 31/12/2017 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 
Water usage for January through to December 2017:   Yearly totals for 2017 

Water Scheme 
Annual 

Allocation 
(Ml) 

Total Usage 
For The 

Period (Ml) 
January  

Usage Year 
To Date 

(Ml) 

Daily Average 
For The Period 

(Ml) 

Daily Average 
Year To Date 

(Ml) 

Bourke Potable  52 52 1.3 1.2 

Bourke  River 3500 224 224 10.8 4.2 

North Bourke Village Raw 750 35.2 35.2 0.9 0.6 

 

 Rainfall in Bourke for April 2017 was  3.2 mm   

 Hottest day for April 2017 was 34.4 degrees  

Resolution 

192/2017 That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as 
presented to Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried  Unstarred 

 
 

  



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22
nd

 May 2017 in the Council Chamber at Bourke Shire Council at 29 Mitchell Street, 

Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 52 of 74 the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell 
Street Bourke on Monday, 22

nd
 May 2017 at 9.00am 

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 205/2017   Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Delegated 
Authority or 

Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

NIL    

Total value of Approved works for April 2017 = $0 

No. of Development Application Approvals for April 2017  =   0 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for April 2017 =   0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 205/2017 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test emergency generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes, trim trees, 
Replacement of crosses and labels 

Buildings General maintenance of buildings carried out 

Plant Wheel alignment – Track 46 and pick up transportable toilet 

Depot Move data and phone lines to fitters new office 

Parks Remove timber boards and repair gates – Central Park 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 205/2017 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats Horses 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 1 0 0 

Seized 6 6 1 

Surrendered 8 1 0 

Dumped 0 0 0 

Total 15 7 1 

Euthanized 2 6 0 

Returned to Owner 2 0 0 

Released from Pound 2 0 0 

Re-housed 8 0 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 1 1 1 

Total 15 7 1 

Micro-chip Implantations 8 0  

Infringement Notices 0 0  

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 662 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
 
Resolution 

193/2017 That Council note the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented 
to Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Rice     Carried  
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 305/2017 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
27th April 2017 
Bourke Shire Council advises that a proposal has been put forward by the Transport Industry to allow 
access for Type (2) Road Trains (BAB Configuration) from North Bourke to Nyngan and Trangie. 
 
The proposed route would utilise Moculta and Tarcoon Streets past the High School and Hospital and 
would involve three (3) intersections in Bourke each of which has been determined as suitable 
following recent trials:- 
• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Moculta Street and Tarcoon Street, Bourke 
• Intersection of Kamilaroi Highway, Mitchell Street and Tarcoon Street, Bourke 
• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Morven Street and Tarcoon Street, Bourke 
 
Maps of the proposed routes are on display at the Bourke Shire Council Chambers and the Bourke 
Public Library. 
 
All enquiries in relation to the proposal should be addressed to the attention of the Manager of 
Roads at Bourke Shire, Mark Gordon PO Box 21 Bourke NSW 2840, or email 
bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au or phone 0268308000 
 
Bourke Shire Council is seeking comment from the public in relation to the proposal. 
 
Submissions in relation to the proposal will be received up until Tuesday 16th May at 4.00pm and 
should be addressed to the General Manager Bourke Shire Council PO Box 21 Bourke NSW 2840. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
This week Council will be sending out the fourth instalment notice to all ratepayers plus where 
applicable, the water consumption accounts for the period ended 31st March 2017. Included in the 
envelope will be a letter detailing the classification of the property for the purposes of the Fire and 
Emergency Services Levy (FESL) with that letter also providing a detailed explanation as to why the 
FESL was introduced, the way in which the FESL will work and how it is calculated. The classification 
details and explanation details have been forwarded at the request of State Treasury.  
 
If any ratepayer has a query in relation to their classification they should contact Council staff, who 
will explain the classification system. 
 
Also included in the envelope is a letter written by Council which details that the introduction of the 
new valuations for the shire was a result of the introduction of the FESL and to ensure equity across 
the state with everyone having the same base date for valuations. The letter also details the impact 
of those new valuations on rates for individual properties. 
 
It is important that all ratepayers read the information so they fully understand the changes. 
 

mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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Those persons whom have already paid their rates in full will still receive the letter detailing their 
classification and the letter detailing the impact of the valuation changes. 
 
As I have indicated on a number of occasions whilst the FESL will appear on the rate notice and be 
collected by Council. ALL THE FESL WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT WITH COUNCIL 
ONLY COLLECTING IT ON THEIR BEHALF. 
 
Some properties which are non-rateable will receive a rate notice for the first time as the FESL relates 
to the obligation of the property to contribute to the funding of the Emergency Services which was 
previously done by a contribution via insurance policies. 
 
Given some of the differences in the way in which the databases work for the rates and the FESL it 
proved very difficult to try and ensure that persons who receive multiple notices could have these 
collated and sent in a single envelope and as such people who are multi owners will receive a number 
of advices.  
 

 
The Manager of Economic Development and Tourism Phil Johnston together with REMPLAN has 
developed an economic profile for Bourke Shire providing a summary of important data for those 
considering expanding a business, establishing a business or proposing in other ways  to undertake 
development within the Shire. 
 
The publication draws on a lot of information from a variety of sources including census data and it 
provides information in relation to such things as employment levels in various business sectors, 
median rentals, agricultural production, current and projected demographics and also provides a 
valuable insight into the value of tourism to Bourke Shire. The profile outlines those areas where 
business is imported into the area and where local business growth can be considered.  
  
The publication is available from Council’s Offices and is also on the Council Website 
www.bourke.nsw.gov.au.  
  
All enquiries in relation to Economic Profile should be directed to Council’s Manager of Tourism & 
Development, Phil Johnston. 
 

 
It was pleasing to receive the positive comments in relation to the appearance of the town over the 
Easter period and the recognition of the considerable amount of work that was undertaken by 
Council staff. Their efforts in no small way contributed to the overall success of the weekend. 
 

 
A reminder, that Council has reverted back to the 4th Monday of the month for the conduct of its 
ordinary meetings.  
  

 
Mayor Hollman is generally available between 2.00 pm to 3.00 pm of a Monday at the Council 
Chambers to discuss any issues with residents, except the 4th Monday of each Month which of 
course is Council Meeting Day.  He is also available for interview by appointment by contacting Kai 
Howard-Oakman by email khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au or at Council’s Offices or by calling on 
68308000. 

mailto:khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au


Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 22
nd

 May 2017 in the Council Chamber at Bourke Shire Council at 29 Mitchell Street, 

Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 56 of 74 the Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell 
Street Bourke on Monday, 22

nd
 May 2017 at 9.00am 

 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held yesterday, Wednesday, 26th April 2017, Councillors 
considered the Draft Operational Plan (Budget) for 2017/2018 and it will now be put on public 
exhibition from the 1st May until the 5th June 2017, during that time residents are able to make 
submissions in relation to the Plan. Once the period for submissions is closed the submissions will be 
collated and presented to Council at its next ordinary meeting proposed for the 19th June 2017 with 
Council having to consider all submissions prior to adopting the operational Plan. 
 
In addition to the Operational Plan work has been undertaken on:- 

 The Community Strategic Plan 

 Delivery Program 

 Disability Inclusion Access Plan 

 Long Term Financial Plan 

 Asset Management Plan 

 Work Force Plan 
 
Again these documents will be advertised to enable comments from ratepayers and residents where 
applicable. 
 

 
The Darling River continues to rise with the reading on Monday morning showing a height of 4.35 
metres with 1891 mega litres going across the weir at Bourke which is excellent and the flows will be 
welcomed by those downstream.  
 

 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Lachlan Ford and I represented Council at the ceremony to mark the 
unveiling of the headstones of Wally Byers and Bill and Marjorie Reid on Monday, 24 April 2017 at 
the Bourke cemetery. Former Bourke Doctor, Max Kamien was the driving force to have the 
monuments erected. Dr Kamien is based in Western Australia these days but is currently in Bourke 
doing locum work.  
 

 
As the winter sports season approaches it is important that the various sporting groups to ensure 
that they confirm their ground bookings with Council’s Engineering Services Department. This will 
prevent any instances of potential clashes of bookings and importantly to make sure that the 
grounds can be properly prepared and provision be made for things like additional garbage bins and 
have the appropriate makings in place. 
 

 
The General Manager of Warren Shire Ashley Wielinga has announced his retirement and will finish 
with Warren Shire early in July. Ashley is a former Bourke resident and commenced his career with 
Bourke Shire Council.    
 

 
Bourke Public Library offers a wide range of services. In addition to our books, we have an extensive 
collection of DVDs which are available for loan free of charge after paying a $30 deposit. 
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The library also has a range of audio books and eBooks available. If you would like to borrow an 
eBooks, drop in to the Library or give them a call to arrange a password. You can then access the 
eBooks from wherever you are. 
 
If you have any questions about the Library and its services, please call into the Library at the corner 
of Glen and Mitchell Streets or give them a ring on 0268722751. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
“You can’t have a good day with a bad attitude and you can’t have a bad day with a good attitude” 
 

 
4th May 2017 
 
Bourke Shire Council is working with the Roads and Maritime Services to name each of the rest areas 
within the Shire area which are currently not officially named.  Council invites members of the public 
to submit suggestions for the names of these rest areas. The rest areas to be named are as follows:- 
 
State Highway 7 (Mitchell Highway) towards Nyngan 
• Kenilworth Rest Area 
• Byrock Rest Area 
 
State Highway 7 (Mitchell Highway) towards Barringun 
• North Bourke Rest Area 
• Lila Hill Rest Area 
 
Main Road 421 (Kidman Way) towards Cobar 
• Prattenville Hill Rest Area 
• Kinchela Rest Area 
• Mulgowan Rest Area 
 
State Highway 29 (Kamilaroi Highway) towards Brewarrina 
• Bogan Bridge Rest Area 
 
A map detailing the location of each of the Rest Areas is on display at the Bourke Shire Council 
Chambers and the Bourke Public Library. 
 
Submissions providing suggestions for the naming of the rest areas will be received up until Thursday 
25th May at 4.00pm and should be addressed to the General Manager, Bourke Shire Council PO Box 
21 Bourke. 
 

 
The Manager of Economic Development and Tourism Phil Johnston has tendered his resignation 
from Bourke Shire Council and will be taking up a similar role with Narromine Shire Council with his 
last day at Bourke Shire being Friday, 26th May 2017. Phil has been with Council for around eighteen 
(18) years in total and has made an excellent contribution to Council and the community during that 
time. 
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Phil has not only been involved with matters locally but also on a regional basis and in particular 
assisting in the coordination of Regional Tourism activities such as the Kidman Way Promotion 
Committee. Whilst he will no doubt remain active in Orana Regional Tourism issues his input into 
tourism in the Far West will be missed.  
 
Also leaving Council’s employment is Joedy Cooper and she will be joining Community Corrections in 
Bourke. 
 

 
A reminder, that Council has reverted back to the 4th Monday of the month for the conduct of its 
ordinary monthly meetings.  However, to allow for statutory advertising periods to be met and 
further consideration of the Integrated Planning and Reporting  documents including  the 
consideration of any submissions received in respect of the Operational Plan 2017/2018 and Delivery 
Program  2017-2021, the June meeting has been brought forward. The June meeting day has been 
changed to Tuesday, 20th June 2016. 
 

 
The Mayors and General Managers of most of the NSW Western Division Councils will be meeting in 
Broken Hill this afternoon to develop a Strategic Plan for the organisation. The need for the plan was 
identified at an earlier meeting of the Executive Members of Western Division and there will be some 
discussion on the need for an Executive Officer on a full time basis. There was a general consensus 
that the Western Division was in need of rejuvenation to ensure it was meeting the contemporary 
needs of its members and is a respected and influential advocacy organisation. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council in conjunction with the RSPCA and Kidman Way Veterinary Surgery is running a 
de-sexing program as part of a Healthy Pet Ownership Program.  Council was fortunate to secure 
funding for the program which enables residents of Bourke Shire who hold a pension or Healthcare 
card to access this scheme which will see the de-sexing of both dogs and cats undertaken at a 
significantly subsidised rate. There are some conditions attached and places are limited. To date 
there have been 34 dogs and nine (9) cats which have been part of the program which is designed to 
reduce the number of unwanted pups and kittens within the community. If you think you may be 
eligible and would like to take advantage of the program please contact either Bourke Shire or the 
Kidman Way Veterinary Clinic. 
 

 
The fixed rates and ad valorem rates for the calculation of the Fire and Emergency Services Levy 
(FESL) have been determined for the 2017-2018 year and are detailed below. Every ratepayer will 
have received a letter recently that identifies the classification of their property and would have also 
received early this year a notice of valuation from the Valuer General. 
 
You can use these to calculate your FESL:- 
  Residential             $100.00 plus $21.90 per $100,000 of land value 
  Farmland                $200.00 plus $23.50 per $100,000 of land value 
  Public Benefit        $100.00 plus $21.90 per $100,000 of land value 
  Commercial           $200.00 plus $179.10 per $100,000 of land value 
  Industrial                $200.00 plus $268.70 per 100,000 of land value 
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To make it easier to calculate your anticipated FESL Treasury have developed a calculator which is 
available on their website http://fesl.nsw.gov.au/rates_and_calculator  
 
For vacant land, simply divide the total FESL i.e. (fixed + ad valorem) by two. 
 
Eligible pensioners will get a $50.00 rebate on the FESL; this rebate will also apply when an eligible 
pensioner is a part owner. 
 
The FESL is designed to take the place of the levy which was previously attached to insurance policies 
and is deemed to be a fairer method of collection of funding required to finance the ongoing 
operation of the Emergency Services in NSW. 
 
As I have stressed on a number of occasions previously whilst the FESL will be collected in 
conjunction with Local Government rates, each of the Councils is only acting as an agent on behalf of 
the State Government and WILL NOT retain the funds with these being forwarded to Treasury. 
 

 
The ANZAC Day Services within the Shire were again very well attended and I would like to 
congratulate all those involved in the organisation of each of the services. Annette and I attended 
both the Dawn Service and the March and Service in Bourke in the morning before travelling out to 
Enngonia for the dusk service. 
 
One of pleasing features of all the services was the involvement of the younger members of the 
community. 
 

 
Council has received a request from the Local SES to provide garaging facilities for a new vehicle that 
they expect to receive shortly. The design of the new vehicle is such that it is higher than the current 
vehicle and will not fit into the existing facility. The existing facility is in need of considerable work 
and a new facility would be a better option rather than renovating the existing facility. The primary 
SES headquarters is located at North Bourke but the primary response vehicle is located in Bourke to 
provide for a quicker response time which is vital in times of an accident or emergency.  
 
In addition to the basic storage facility for the vehicle amenities are need to cater for the volunteers. 
Representatives of the Local SES addressed Council on the issue and Councillors were receptive to 
the proposal and have asked staff to identify potential funding options. 
 

 
The fourth instalment notices for rates were posted last week as were the water accounts for the 
period ending 31st March 2017.  Both of these accounts are due at the end of the month. 
 

 
The introduction of online purchasing has had an impact on many businesses in rural areas and 
continues to threaten the viability of many small businesses which provide valuable input to our 
communities by the provision of back-up and warranty services and repairs, not to mention their 
support by way of sponsorship for local organisations and events.  
 
It is great to be able to visit a business, bank or similar personally, when you have a problem and it is 
this ability to access a service locally and get a solution locally we all miss when it is gone. 

http://fesl.nsw.gov.au/rates_and_calculator
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You can pay a number of accounts for various organisations at various outlets within Bourke which at 
times seems inconvenient when compared to paying online but it does help keep jobs within our 
community. 
 
Sometimes it is not all about saving money, ensuring the preservation of locally based services has 
become increasingly important. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
“You either get bitter or you get better. It’s that simple. You either take what has been dealt to you 
and allow it to make you a better person or allow it to tear you down. The choice does not belong to 
fate; it belongs to you“         Josh Ship                                                                                                                                           
 

 
11th May 2017 
 
Local Government New South Wales is again asking all its member Councils to complete a cost 
Shifting Survey which is aimed at trying to identify and quantify the cost to Local Government 
resulting from the gradual shifting of costs from the State Government over a number of years. In 
some instances these costs have resulted from legislative change, in other instances Councils are 
now required to meet expenditure which was previously a function of the State, and also where the 
real term level of contribution or in some instances where Local Government has been forced to 
supplement the contribution of the State to ensure that the level of services to the community is 
equitable to other areas in the State. 
 
The previous Cost Shifting Survey shows the additional expenditure incurred by Bourke Shire Council 
as a result of cost shifting totals around $1 million whilst over the OROC Region (excluding Mid-
Western) it was over $12.5 million. 
 

 
The Mayor Barry Hollman and I travelled to Broken Hill last Thursday to attend an extraordinary 
meeting of the Western Division Shires. The meeting focussed on the preparation of a Strategic Plan 
for the organisation recognising that the group had seen its influence as an effective lobby group 
wane over the past few years. The meeting was facilitated by Wagga based consultant Julie Briggs 
who did a good job in bringing the thoughts of all participating Councils to the table. 
 
The outcomes of the meeting, which will form the basis of the Strategic Plan, will be circulated to all 
member Councils for their comment and endorsement.  
 
Advocacy, Intergovernmental Collaboration, Resource Sharing and Funding of the organisation were 
key issues for all attendees.  
 

 
There was a dinner held after the meeting which was held at the Palace Hotel in Broken Hill which 
was the location for a number of scenes  for the movie  “Priscilla Queen of the Desert” which  by 
coincidence I saw on the  previous Saturday at “Flicks in the Sticks” hosted by the Bourke Arts 
Council.  
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A reminder, that Council has reverted back to the 4th Monday of the month for the conduct of its 
ordinary meetings.  However, the June meeting has been brought forward and the meeting day 
changed to Tuesday, 20th June 2016. All meetings are open to the public with the exception of those 
deemed to be of a confidential nature in accordance with section 10 (2) of the Local Government Act 
1993. 
 
A Public Forum is scheduled at each Council Meeting at 10.00 am. If you wish to speak at the Public 
Forum it would be appreciated if you could contact Kai Howard-Oakman on 68308000 or by email at 
khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au so that your item can be placed on the agenda and if necessary any 
background information can be obtained. 
 

 
A reminder that Council is calling for submissions on two (2) issues; 
 
Firstly,  a proposal that  has been put forward by the Transport Industry to allow access for Type (2) 
Road Trains (BAB Configuration) from North Bourke to Nyngan and Trangie. 
 
The proposed route would utilise Moculta and Tarcoon Streets past the High School and Hospital and 
would involve three (3) intersections in Bourke each of which has been determined as suitable 
following recent trials. 
• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Moculta Street and Tarcoon Streets Bourke 
• Intersection of Kamilaroi Highway, Mitchell Street and Tarcoon Street Bourke 
• Intersection of Mitchell Highway, Morven Street and Tarcoon Street Bourke 
 
Secondly, Bourke Shire Council is working with the Roads and Maritime Services to name each of the 
rest areas within the Shire area which are currently not officially named.  Council invites members of 
the public to submit suggestions for the names of these rest areas. The rest areas to be named are as 
advertised again in this weeks’ Western Herald. 
 
Further information on how to lodged submissions and maps detailing the proposed Type Two (2) 
Road Train (BAB Configuration) and the location of each of the Rest Areas to be named are available 
at the Bourke Shire Council Chambers, Bourke Public Library and on Council’s website at 
www.bourke.nsw.gov.au  
 

 
Mayor Councillor Barry Hollman and I travelled to Cobar to attend the Annual Cobar Miner’s Cup at 
the Invitation of the President of the Race Club Jarrod Marsden and the Mayor of Cobar Lillian Brady. 
It was an excellent day, save for the donation we both made to the bookmakers. There was a very 
good crowd in attendance and the facilities and grounds presented in first class condition and very 
good nominations. Representatives of a number of the other smaller race clubs within the district 
were also in attendance to support the Cobar Club with the President of Louth, Jim Strachan and the 
President of Bourke, Frank Kerr amongst the large crowd. 
 

 
During the trip to Broken Hill and again on route to Cobar there were a huge number of caravans on 
the road and in some cases taking advantage of the rest areas along the routes with up to eight 
caravans in some of these locations.  All would seem to look good for a bumper tourist season if 
these early numbers are indicative of the balance of the season. We stopped both ways for coffee at 
“Miss Barrett’s” a coffee shop operated by former Bourke local Julie Murphy in Wilcannia. Julie said 

mailto:khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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that she had also noticed the significant increase in tourism activity. Tourism plays a vital part in the 
economy of all the western towns and it is essential that once we are able to attract tourists to our 
towns that we are able to offer them a pleasant and memorable experience. 
 
All towns in the west are keen to promote their own town but at the same time are very supportive 
of other towns in the area and highlight the attractions of neighbouring towns in an effort to ensure 
that visitors are aware of these attractions and will hopefully spend a little more time in the region. 
 

 
The quarterly meeting of the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) was held at the Rural 
Fire Service Control Centre last Tuesday with representatives of most local emergency services in 
attendance together with those holding regional positions. The LEMC provides a forum to determine 
the preparedness for the Local Emergency Services to be able respond to emergency situations and it 
is very importantly to develop a strong sense of collaboration and understanding amongst all 
agencies. In the emergency situations that have unfolded since I have been in Bourke the response 
by all agencies has been very well executed and is indicative of the training that all members 
undertake and the time spent developing response plans. As a community we should be very proud 
of the volunteers who not only given freely of their time but also place themselves in significant 
danger to help others. 
 

 
On Monday, Mayor Councillor Barry and Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie Brown represented 
Council at the meeting of the Barwon Darling Bush Fire Management Committee (BDBFMC) held at 
the Rural Fire Service Control Centre at Bourke Airport. The meeting is effectively to get a report on 
the activities during the 2016/2017 Bushfire Season and to look at strategies for the 2017/2018 Bush 
fire Season. Councillor Hollman was elected as the Chair of Barwon Darling BFMC 
 
Preparedness for bushfires is a year round project with a great deal of preparatory work including 
hazard reduction work being undertaken throughout the year. The cooler winter months are utilised 
to undertake initiatives such as controlled burns to reduce the build- up of combustible material 
particularly in areas of high risk. 
 

 
If you enjoy a relaxing cruise on the Jandra when you have a spare afternoon or when entertaining  
guests why not consider purchasing an Annual Membership of the Back 0 Bourke Exhibition Centre 
and Jandra which at only $60.00 represents excellent value given you have unlimited access to both 
facilities. 
 

 
The Audit function of all New South Wales Councils is now undertaken by the Auditor General. The 
Auditor General via the NSW Audit Office in turn has appointed firms to carry out the work on his 
behalf. Council’s previous Auditors, Hills Rogers from Sydney were appointed to continue in that role 
and were in town last week to undertake the half yearly audit of Council’s accounting records.  Whilst 
Hills Rogers will undertake the physical audit the oversight of the audit process and the sign off will 
remain with the NSW Audit Office. 
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Quote of the Week! 
“When everything feels like an uphill struggle, just think of the view from the top.” 

Unknown 
 

 
18th May 2017 
 
Congratulations to the Committee of the Bourke Show who once again put together a great days’ 
entertainment with the wide range of activities catering for all age groups and interests. The tractor 
pull was a new feature this year and given the interest in the event will probably become a regular 
feature. 
 
There is an incredible amount of work that goes into the preparation of the show which while 
primarily undertaken over the week or so before the event does take a commitment over the full 
year with a considerable amount of coordination and planning taking place.  
 
The facilities at Renshaw Oval continue to improve and will no doubt further improve with the 
increased patronage of the area. The improvements have been undertaken by all the users together 
with Council staff and it is this cooperative spirit that has led to the overall improvement.  
 
I will shortly look at convening a meeting of all the regular users to develop a plan for the 
prioritisation of further improvement work so that any works undertaken are done so in consultation 
with all users. 
 

 
The Chairman of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils, Councillor Rex Wilson, Mayor of 
Warren, Deputy Chair, Councillor Doug Batten, Mayor of Gilgandra and Executive Officer Belinda 
Barlow travelled to Sydney earlier this month and met with the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John 
Barilaro, MP and the Minister For Local Government, the Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MP to discuss a range 
of issues. In particular, those relating to the Local Government reform process and the proposed 
establishment of the Joint Organisation of Councils and the proposed Far West Initiative.  
 
The delegation also met with the Minister for Primary Industries the Hon. Niall Blair, MLC on a range 
of issues pertaining to his portfolio as well as catching up with the President of LGNSW, Keith Rhodes, 
AFSM and Chief Executive Officer, Donna Rygate. 
 

 
Work is continuing on the development of a Strategic Plan for the Western Division of Councils with a 
draft proposal to be developed and forwarded to all member Councils for their comment prior to the 
finalisation and release of the plan. 
 

 
The Hon. Troy Grant, MP, the Minister for Police and the Minister for Emergency Services was in 
Bourke yesterday and among his commitment for the visit was an inspection of the Darling Street 
facility occupied by the State Emergency Service (SES). The Local SES has made representations to 
Council with a view to have Council construct a new facility at the current location. The existing 
facility is unable to be readily modified to suit the new vehicle which the Local SES expects to take 
delivery of in the near future. The existing facility is also in need a significant upgrade. 
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Council has written to the SES seeking options that may be available to assist in the funding of the 
new facility. 
 

 
The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, Manager of Roads, Mark Gordon, Roads Assistant, Mathew 
McCorkle, Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie Brown and I met with the Regional Manager of the 
Roads and Maritime Services, Phil Standen and other Officers from the RMS on Monday afternoon to 
discuss the proposal to allow access for Type (2) Road Trains (BAB Configuration) from North Bourke 
to Nyngan and Trangie. 
 
The proposed route would utilise Moculta and Tarcoon Streets past the High School and Hospital and 
would involve three (3) intersections in Bourke each of which has been determined as suitable 
following recent trials. 
 
Council has advertised the proposal and called for submissions and will be considering any 
submissions received when further reviewing the matter. 
 

 
I attended the Meeting of the OROC General Managers Advisory Committee (GMAC) at Dubbo last 
Friday with the meeting featuring a number of guest speakers including the Department of Planning 
who detailed the progress on both the Central West and Far West Regional Plans.  Local Government 
Procurement (LGP) were in attendance to explain the benefits and costs savings to be gained by 
being involved in LGP and in particular avoiding in some instances the need to go to tender and 
negating the costs of expensive advertising that go with that process. Bourke Shire avails itself of the 
opportunity to utilise the services of a number of group purchasing organisations, including LPG 
which in the main results in a cost effective outcome. 
 
Statewide Mutual also attended to explain to the General Managers present at the meeting the 
changes in the current insurance market and highlighting the fact that the Mutual was set up to 
enable Councils to obtain affordable Public Liability Insurance when it was very difficult to obtain  in 
the 1990’s. 
 

 
The quarterly meeting of the Far West Region Emergency Management Committee will be held in 
Bourke on Tuesday, 23rd May 2017. The Regional Meeting brings together all the organisations that 
are required to provide services to the far western section of the State in times of emergency.  
 
The area covers much of the footprint of the Far West Initiative Councils and given the size of the 
area which is in excess of 40 percent of the State including Wentworth, Broken Hill, Bogan and 
Brewarrina Council areas but excludes Walgett Shire which is in a different region. 
 
The meeting is generally chaired by Assistant Police Commissioner, Geoff McKechnie and brings 
together the Regional Managers of Emergency Agencies and other groups who would be impacted in 
times of emergency.  
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The news in the Budget that the freeze of the Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) had been lifted was 
much welcomed by Local Government Organisations across Australia. Also welcomed was the 
announcement that the Roads to Recovery Funding (R2R) was to continue until at least 2020/2021 
and was subject to an increase. R2R has made a huge impact on Council’s ability to undertake much 
needed works and Bourke Shire Council would wholeheartedly support Local Government New South 
Wales’ efforts to see a permanent doubling of the allocation.   
 

 
Council has received a response from the Office of the Attorney General, the Hon. Mark Speakman, 
MP, indicating that he is prepared to travel out to Bourke in the second half of this year to discuss 
some of the issues of concern that have been raised by Council. These include the fact that a number 
of offenders are repeatedly bailed following their arrest for crimes and continue to commit offences.   
 
This behaviour is not only is frustrating for the community but must also be frustrating for the Police. 
 
The Mayor of Bourke Shire Council, Councillor Barry Hollman joined with his counterpart from 
Brewarrina Shire Council, Councillor Phillip O’Connor in issuing the invitation to the Attorney General 
with both communities experiencing similar problems.  
 

 
Next Monday will see the monthly meeting of Council with Council having reverted to the 4th Monday 
of the month for the conduct of its ordinary meetings.  All meetings are open to the public with the 
exception of those deemed to be of a confidential nature in accordance with section 10 (2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993. 
 
A Public Forum is scheduled at each Council Meeting at 10.00 am. If you wish to speak at the Public 
Forum it would be appreciated if you could contact Kai Howard-Oakman on 68308000 or by email at 
khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au so that your item can be placed on the agenda and if necessary any 
background information can be obtained. 
 

 
Manager for Roads at Bourke Shire, Mark Gordon has being working with the Roads and Maritime 
Services (RMS) to secure additional funding to undertake additional shoulder widening works on the 
Cobar Road. The works in total are valued at around two (2) million dollars which is a very welcome 
boost to Councils overall budget and will ensure that our construction gangs are kept very busy over 
the next few weeks. 
 
Council undertakes a lot of work on behalf of the RMS and the ability of our Engineering Staff and 
works crews to deliver quality work “on time and on budget” has helped foster a very good working 
relationship between the two bodies.  
 

 
Council staff are currently finalising the construction of the approaches to the Cuttaburra Bridges so 
they are ready for sealing. The sealing works should hopefully be undertaken before the end of this 
Financial Year. 
 

 
 
 

mailto:khoward@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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Quote of the Week! 
 
“Don’t ruin a good today by thinking about a bad yesterday - let it go” 
 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager  
 
Resolution 

194/2017 That Council note the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Dorrington Carried   Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 405/2016 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the 2016/2017 period are presented for your information. 

Item April 2016 Item April 2017 

Audio Visual 379 Audio Visual 295 

Adult Fiction 276 Adult Fiction 249 

Non-Fiction 114 Non-Fiction 74 

Junior Fiction 263 Junior Fiction 165 

Magazines 77 Magazines 37 

Interlibrary Loans 2 Interlibrary Loans 5 

Total 1111 Total 825 

 
Other statistical information 

 April 2016  April 2017 

New Members 12 New Members 8 

Internet/Word Processing 93 Internet/Word Processing 129 

Wireless Tickets 7 Wireless Tickets 11 

Number of Visitors 1203 Number of Visitors 1268 

Scans 19 Scans 19 

Information Requests 67 Information Requests 68 

Technical Assistance 7 Technical Assistance 18 

Faxes 9 Faxes/Laminating 13 

 

 There were two (2) Craft & Storytime sessions this month, with nine (9) children attending 
the first session and 13 attending the second. 

 Seven (7) Books for Babies bags were given out this month. 

 Emma Beer attended the Pregnancy and Baby Expo at Bourke Public School this month, with 
a display and handouts of library information. 

 The Young Adult section was moved this month. 
 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact 
the library. 
 
 
Jodi Hatch 
Library Manager 
 
Resolution 

195/2017 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Barton  Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried   Unstarred 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 505/2017 BOBEC and VIC April 2017 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
The busy visitors’ season has again commenced with increased numbers throughout April being 
experienced, helped along by a busy Easter period. Numbers to the visitors centre in April are almost 
identical to April 2016 with a large number of visitors also experiencing the Jandra and Back O’ 
Bourke Exhibition Centre.  
 
Early indications are that the season will be similar to last year as we move into the colder winter 
weather and visitors begin to move north. The school holiday period in April was also a busy period 
with an increase in the amount of families enjoying shorter trips throughout the Outback of NSW. 
 
Graph showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
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Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 
 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 

April 2507 2044 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073  

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941  

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031  

December 386 347 254 242 272 281  

 
Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

 
 
Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  154 113 154 110 55 56 74 115 

February  139 60 44 60 76 53 50 41 

March  304 312 207 373 271 289 350 272 

April 551 925 807 732 778 699 959 807 743 

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 801 931 954  

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 1053 971 1274  

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 964 847 1458  

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 822 1006 1093  

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 770 1031 972  

October 1259 1325 861 556 601 464 569 615  

November 320 512 292 136 212 143 302 275  

December 180 182 108 65 65 57 43 24  
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Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 

 
Councillors please note that the Outback Show performed by Lochie Crosser is now underway, 
commencing in mid-May. The Show is underway six (6) days per week once again behind the 
Exhibition Centre. Lochie most recently performed at the Royal Easter Show in Sydney and is a 
welcome addition to the Back O’ Bourke Experiences.  
 
In early May, Carolyn Childs was in Bourke to conduct a workshop with industry representatives to 
address the issue of increased collaboration between Council and visitor economy businesses. During 
the workshop the opportunities and challenges facing Bourke were also discussed with the positive 
input well received.  
 
The main improvements were seen to be the beatification of the town, the need for a greater 
amount of Indigenous Cultural experiences, improved communication amongst the local industry, 
Bourke’s poor media reputation and an increased depth of experiences. A full report is being 
developed for the benefit of Councillors and the industry and will help to answer a long standing 
request from Councillors in regards to this issue.  
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 
Resolution 

196/2017 That Council note the information in the Managers of Tourism and Development Activity 
Report as presented to Council on Monday, 22nd May 2017. 
Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried  Unstarred 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Month 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  

March Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 64 290 513 276 

April 1008 519 442 980 1035 888 1015 

May 932 1035 894 1123 917 1036  

June 1241 1003 984 890 240 1075  

July 1386 1238 1300 1059 1197 1624  

August 1186 640 1194 1041 1212 1159  

September 1411 1459 1215 900 1099 638  

October 1085 760 830 631 550 Not Cruising  

November Not Cruising 423 403 Not Cruising Not Cruising   

December Not Cruising 180 20 Not Cruising Not Cruising 45  

Total 8249 7257 7282 6688 6540 6978  
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

File No: W1.4- 

Report: 1010/2017 Closed Session of Council – Netwaste Tender F2442 
Tender for the Collection and Recycling of Scrap Metal for Councils in the 
NetWaste Region - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
 
Resolution 

197/2017 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a), the public were invited to make 
representations to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting 
should be closed to consider the identified report, being report 1009/2017 - Construction of Cell Four 

(4) at the Bourke Waste Facility - CONFIDENTIAL. 
 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution at 12.24pm 

198/2017 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late reports 

tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution at pm 

199/2017 That Council move out of Closed Council and into open Council. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 
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RESOLUTION FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The Mayor reported that the following resolution has been passed in Closed Council. 
 
Report – 1010/2017 - Netwaste Tender F2442 - Tender for the Collection and Recycling of Scrap Metal for 
Councils in the NetWaste Region. 
 
Resolution at 12.45 pm 

200/2017  
1. That Council award the contract for the Netwaste Tender F2442 - Tender for the Collection and 

Recycling of Scrap Metal for Councils in the NetWaste Region to Sims Metal Management,  
2. That a Contract be drawn up for the General Manager to execute, in accordance with the tender 

amount. 

 
Resolution 

201/2017 That BSC write to the Local Land Services (LLS) requesting details of its wild dog destruction 
programmes and include an invitation to address Council. 
Moved Cr Thompson     Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

  
Resolution 

202/2017 That BSC write to Western Local Health District (WLHD) requesting information and statistics 
for births to Bourke women for the period 01/07/2015 to date, including:- 
1. Numbers of births 
2. Places where born 
3. Mother and baby mortality rate 
4. Number of induced births 
5. Number of forceps – assisted delivery 
6. Number of Caesarean sections performed 
7. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 
8. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 
9. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke District Hospital 
10. Details of the model of care in place at present 
Moved Cr Thompson     Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 
Resolution 

203/2017 That a letter of congratulations be written to Dr Fasiha Sadaf congratulating her on being 
accepted in to the Remote Vocational Training Scheme. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Barton    Carried 

 
Resolution 

204/2017 That a letter of congratulations be written to Matilda Davis on being recognised as Western 
NSW Local Health District’s Midwife of the Year.  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Barton    Carried 
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Resolution 

205/2017 That a letter of congratulations be written to the Bourke Show Committee congratulating 
them on organising and running such a successful show in 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Barton    Carried 

 
12.51pm Cr Stutsel returned to the meeting 
12.51pm Cr Davis left the meeting 
12.54pm Cr Davis returned to the meeting 
 
Resolution 

206/2017 That the General Manager progress any negotiations deemed necessary to facilitate the 
commencement of the Main Street Redevelopment. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.55pm 
 

 


