
These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 1 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council 

Minutes 
Monday, 28th August 2017 

 
held at the Council Chambers at  

Bourke Shire Council Offices  
at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840  

 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 2 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors 24/01 21/02 27/03 26/04 22/05 20/06 24/07 28/08       

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

              

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

              

Cr Lachlan 
Ford 

 AP  AP  
9.56am AP         

Cr Robert 
Stutsel 

AP AP     AP        

Cr Sally 
Davis 

AP              

Cr Sarah 
Barton 

AP AP             

Cr Victor 
Bartley 

      AP        

Cr Sam 
Rice 

AP   AP  AP         

Cr Ian Cole  
 

9.29am 
   AP         

Cr John 
Thompson 

              

 
Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager – attended part of the meeting 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services – acted as Acting 
General Manger in the absence of the General 
Manager 

Mark Gordon Manager Roads 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager of Environmental Services 

Charles Liggett Manager of Tourism & Economic Development 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 

Tracey Fieldsend    Patricia Mackay Jeffery J Johnson   
Edward (Ted) Capewell  Gary Wood   Louise Brown 
Brian (Boxer) Collins 
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APOLOGIES 

 
All Councillors were in attendance. 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

 
A declaration of interest was received from Cr Stutsel in regards to report 0004/2017, Notice of 
Motion - Submission – Water Management (General) Regulation 2017 and Cr Ford in regards to 
Report 1014/2017 - Strategic Land Purchase. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

MAYORS ENGAGEMENTS OVER THE PAST MONTH 

 

Date Meeting  Location 

24/07 CAPRA Dinner – Mark Coulton Bourke 

25/07 Visit to Abattoirs with Mark Coulton Bourke 

04/08 OROC Meeting  Mudgee 

05/08 Opening of the Homestead Tooralé Station – Bourke 

09/08 Western Division Teleconference Bourke 

21/08 Signing of the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) Between Bourke Shire & Paroo Shire Council 
of Queensland 

Bourke 

22/08 Far West Regional Plan Launch Walgett 

22/08 Traffic Committee Meeting  Bourke 

25/08 Clontarf Breakfast Meeting – with Scott Morrison 
Commonwealth Treasurer 

Bourke 

 
Resolution 

281/2017 That Council notes the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Hollman          Carried 

 
  

File No C12.6 

Report: 0008/2017 Mayoral Minute 

Responsible Officer Councillor Barry Hollman, Mayor 
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UNSTARRED ITEMS 

 

Report NO Report Name Responsible Officer 

447/2017 Delivery Program & Operational Plan Review as at the 
30th June 2017 

MCS 

449/2017 Financial Assistance Grants MCS 

350/2017 Western Division of Councils GM 

0005/2017 Rescission Motion Mayor 

 
Resolution 

282/2017 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28th August 2017 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole    Carried 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

283/2017 That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 24 July 2017 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Cole    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2017 

August 4th  9.30am OROC Meeting Mudgee 

 14th  1.00pm Cross Sector Leadership Dubbo  

 17th  9.00am GMAC Dubbo 

 25th  8.30am Stakeholder Meeting Bourke 
Aboriginal Employment Strategy 

Council Chamber 

 28th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

September 25th  9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 29th  TBA Police Remembrance Day TBA 

October 23rd   9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

 29th   Graffiti Removal Day  

November 7th – 9th   National Local Roads & Transport 
Congress 

Albany - WA 

 27th 9.00am Ordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

December 4th - 6th   Local Government NSW Annual 
Conference 

Hyatt Regency Sydney 
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since 19th July 2017 

 
 

  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email 

20/07/17 Graffiti Removal Day – Sunday, 29/10/17 Bob Aitken AM, Chairman  
Graffiti Removal Day 

 

20/07/17 ABS - Community Profile  ABS  

20/07/17 Business Papers - 170724 MANEX  

21/07/17 Late Report - Stronger Country Communities Fund MT&ED  

21/07/17 
 

Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President 

 

27/07/17 Council amalgamations: Media releases Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President 

 

28/07/17 Mid Term Meeting Minutes & status of 
Endorsement of Western Division Direction 

Aaron Drenovski, General 
Manager - Balranald Shire 
Council 

 

31/07/17 Brewarrina Shire Council’s Resignation Western 
Division 

Jeff Sowiak, General 
Manager Brewarrina Shire 
Council 

 

31/07/17 LG Weekly 29/17 Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President 

 

01/08/17 Container Deposit Scheme Gabrielle Upton 
Minister for the 
Environment 

 

02/08/17 “From the GM’s Desk” General Manager  

04/08/17 Minutes – 24th July 2017   

07/08/17 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President 

 

08/08/17 “From the GM’s Desk” General Manager  

09/08/17 Media Release - Mandatory Panels Erode Local 
Democracy 

Cr Keith Rhoades AFSM 
President 

 

09/08/17 MDA Region 4 meeting Louise Schipanski 
Executive Support Officer 
Broken Hill City Council 

 

14/08/17 Confidential Minutes 170724 GM  

14/08/17 Governor General’s Civic Reception   

15/08/17 “From the GM’s Desk” GM  
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 24TH JULY 2017 

  
KEY:   Action still pending   Action  

   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
That the recommendations in relation to the realignment of any positions 
be considered prior to the advertising of any vacancies.  

In progress 

The positions descriptions of positions identified within the report from 
Local Government Management Solutions as requiring review be 
undertaken in consultation with both the employee and any union 
involved. 

On hold 
 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect 
current duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 
 

 

386/2015 & 315/2016 Return of Air Services to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council provide the successful tenderer with the use of the “Booking 
Office” at the terminal 

Fee structure to be 
compiled 

A report be brought back to Council regarding the possible introduction 
of a small landing fee to off- set the additional costs involved in the 
maintenance of the terminal building 

On hold 

That the GM continues to investigate options of potential Airlines who 
may be interested in providing an air service to the district that includes 
Bourke. 

Ongoing 

  

41/2016 Tourism – Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

Report be brought back to Council, as a matter of urgency, setting out the 
framework for an enhanced tourism function, by involving the local 
tourism related industries in the planning, coordination and execution of 
the tourism function. 

Initial information 
contained within 
MTD activity report  
May Meeting 
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67/2015 & 118/2015 & 
177/2015 & 203/2015 

Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be 
obtained. 

Ongoing  

 

493/2016 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Road Services 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

MRS bring a report back to Council on the request for an extension to the 
Louth Airstrip. 

Report being 
prepared by AS 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council decide what further representations may be required 
following the receipt of any responses from its letters and considering 
any issues raised by Professor Tracy 

Still to be finalised 

 

20/2017 Contribution to Rural Fire Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number F2.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Thank the Rural Fire Service for deferring the increase in contributions 
for twelve months. 
2. Point out to the Rural Fire Service that increases such as proposed are 
unsustainable for Councils again. 
3. Seek the support of both Local Government New South Wales and the 
Western Division of Shires in seeking to have the methodology in relation 
to the Rural Fire Service reviewed again. 

Motion submitted to 
Western Division 
 
 
Local Government 
NSW continuing to 
make representations 

 

29/2017 Crown Land Management Bill 2016 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L5.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council calls on Local Government NSW for a briefing paper on the 
impact of the Crown Land Legislation on Local Councils and in particular 
the financial implications 
 

Motion at the 
Western Division 
Conference – 
awaiting outcome 
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62/2017 Cross Border Relationships - Bulloo Shire 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C6.7-T4.1-A3.23 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council advise Bulloo Shire that it supports the cross border initiatives  
2. Council coordinate a meeting of the Bourke , Brewarrina and Walgett 

Shire Council from New South Wales and Bulloo, Paroo and Balonne 
Shires to look at what initiatives can be employed to promote tourism 
amongst the six (6) Councils 

3. That Council sign the Memorandum of Understanding, subject to any 
amendments, with Bulloo Shire as the first step to establishing an 
effective cross- border relationship. 

Visit Completed & 
Memorandum of 
Understanding 
signed by both 
Councils 

 

64/2017 Unfenced and Unsealed Airstrips 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number LD11.1 –A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council seek public comment regarding the need to maintain the 
airstrips at Enngonia, Fords Bridge and Byrock. 
2. That Council engage Tom Griffiths of Airport Plus to prepare a report 
detailing the issues to be considered in deciding whether to maintain the 
three (3) strips. 

Advertisement 
placed 
Limited response 
received report to 
the August Meeting 
Consultant engaged 
to finalise report 

 

70/2017 National Local Roads Congress – 7th – 9th November 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C6.41 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor, Manager of Roads and any available Councillors be authorised to 
attend the National Local Roads Congress to be held 7th – 9th November 
2017 in Albany, WA 

Registration 
completed for 
Mayor, Cr Bartley & 
Manager of Roads 

 

96/2017  Minister for Family and Community Services, Minister for Social 
Housing & Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence & Sexual 
Assault, the Hon. Pru Goward 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number M2.2 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor to invite the Minister for Family and Community Services, Minister 
for Social Housing & Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence & 
Sexual Assault, the Hon. Pru Goward, MP to visit Bourke 

Response received 
indicating a 
preparedness to visit 
No date yet 
confirmed 
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134/2017 Strategic Plan for Western Division 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number L8.5 

  

Council indicates its willingness to contribute to the funding of the 
ongoing operation of the Western Division, however, defer a final 
decision until the finalisation of the Strategic Plan and Confirmation of 
the future or otherwise of the Far West Initiative 

See General 
Manager’s August 
2017 Report 

 

156/2017 State Emergency Services – Vehicle Storage Service 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown – Manager of Town Services 

File Number E4.4 

  

1. That Council work with State Emergency Service to find a suitable site 
for the vehicle storage shed  

2. That a report be bought back to Council detailing cost and funding 
options. 

Funding options to 
be investigated 
Current funding 
opportunities being 
considered 

 

161/2017 Notice of Motion – Councillor Thompson 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

  

Calls on RaRMS to ensure that its doctors refer patients requiring 
pathology services to Bourke District Hospital only, and for that purpose 
arranges for Department of Health personnel to staff the blood and 
specimen collection room at the Bourke Health Clinic. 

Meeting held 31st 
May 2017 

 

180/2017 Planning Proposal to Amend LEP 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number T5.3 

  

1. “Endorse the attached draft Planning Proposal to enable the 
amendment of the Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 to include 
residential accommodation in Part 3 of the RU1 – Primary Production 
and R5 – Large Lot Residential Land Use Tables and update Part 4 of 
these Land Use Tables to ensure those forms of residential 
accommodation that are currently prohibited in the RU1 and R5 
zones remain prohibited; and 

2. Forward the endorsed draft Planning Proposal to the DP&E with a 
request for a Gateway determination and proceed to public 
exhibition subject to advice received; and 

3. Request that the Gateway delegate to Council plan making functions 
under Sections 59(2) and (3) of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979, in this instance.” 

In progress 
 
Report to be tabled 
at the August 2017 
Meeting 
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185/2017 Innovation Fund 

Responsible Officer: General Manager 

File Number L8.20 

  

1. Submit an application to the Innovation Fund for the development, 
and Improvement of the Human Resources Systems and processes 
jointly with Walgett and Brewarrina Shire Councils to enable all three 
(3) Councils ensuring that they are meeting contemporary needs in 
relation to Human Resources services and are able to meet the 
ongoing costs of maintain these systems in a cost effective manner. 

Successful 
 
See General 
Manager’s Report 

2. Submit an application for the cost of the implementation of a GPS 
Tracking System for Council’s Plant Fleet noting the benefits that will 
flow from improved Safety of Council staff and the ability to monitor 
the operation and service requirements of the individual items of 
Plant, particularly when the items of plant are working in areas 
without mobile phone service. 

Application  
Unsuccessful 

 

202/2017-250/2017 Western Local Health District (WLHD 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number H1.1 

  

Council write to Western Local Health District (WLHD) requesting 
information and statistics for births to Bourke women for the period 
01/07/2015 to date, including:- 
1. Numbers of births 
2. Places where born 
3. Mother and baby mortality rate 
4. Number of induced births 
5. Number of forceps – assisted delivery 
6. Number of Caesarean sections performed 
7. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 
8. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 
9. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at 

Bourke District Hospital 
10. Details of the model of care in place at present 

Further letter sent 

 

208/2017 Invitation to Review - Regional Infrastructure Team 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number C2.4.2 

  

Council invite Ken Gillespie and Dan Murray of the Review of Regional 
Infrastructure Team to visit Bourke to address Councillors on their role 
and take the opportunity to discuss both opportunities and challenges 
that exist for Council. 

Invitation sent and 
accepted. Date to be 
finalised. 

 
 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 12 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

216/2017 Deferment of Fire And Emergency Services Levy (FESL) 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number E4.1-E4.4-F2.2-F2.6 

  

Staff continue to liaise with Treasury to recoup all costs incurred in the 
preparation for the introduction of the Fire and Emergency Services Levy 

Ongoing 

 

233/2017 Strategies to Reduce the Increasing Numbers of Wild Dogs 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A8.1.5-L1.1-C6.26 

  

Council Delegates to the Mid-Term Western Meeting bring to the 
attention of that organisation the need to have a coordinated approach 
by both the State and Federal Governments on the management and 
control of wild dogs within the Western Division 

Motion submitted 
and unanimously 
supported to be sent 
to the Annual 
Conference of 
LGNSW 

 

237/2017 Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2017 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L8.3-S1.1 

  

Mayor and General Manager and other interested Councillors attend the 
Local Government NSW Annual Conference 2017 to be held in Sydney 
from Monday, 4th December to Wednesday, 6th December 2017 

Preliminary bookings 
for accommodation 
made 

 

245/2017 Land Purchase 

Responsible Officer Mayor/General Manager/Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number B3.4 

  

Mayor, General Manager and Manager of Corporate Services be 
authorised to negotiate the Strategic Land Purchase on behalf of Council 

Negotiations 
undertaken – See 
confidential report 
to be tabled 

 

249/2017 Revitalisation of Western Division of Councils 

Responsible Officer Mayor & General Manager 

File Number C12.6-L8.5 

  

That Council defer its decision to remain a member of the Western 
Division Group of Councils to the next meeting of Council 

See General 
Manager’s August 
2017 Report 
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257/2017 Planning Proposal – Amendment of LEP 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number T5.3 

  

Council request Parliamentary Counsel to prepare the draft amendment 
to the Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 under Section 59(1) of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 

Ongoing 

 

259/2017 Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number E5.2 

  
1. That Council write to the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP 
thanking him for providing the  funding the Bourke Aboriginal 
Employment Prosperity Strategy. 

See General 
Manager’s August 
2017 Report 

 2. That Council authorise the signing of all documentation relevant to 
the acceptance of the funding and implementation of the Bourke 
Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy. 

 

3. That on the finalisation of the acceptance of the grant being 
completed that advertising for the position be commenced 

 

 

279/2017 Naming of Rest Areas on State Highways - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer Manager of Roads 

File Number R7.7.17 

  

Council submit the suggested names for the rest areas on the State 
Highways within Bourke Shire to the Roads and Maritime Service for their 
consideration 

Rescission motion 
received 

 

280/2017 Plant Hire Tender 01/18- 2017/2018 

Responsible Officer Manager of Road Services 

File Number P3.5, P3.2, P3.1 

  

Council accept the Plant Hire tenders listed in Attachment (a) for the 
2017/2018 financial year 

Letters of 
acceptance to be 
sent 

 
Resolution 

284/2017 That the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 28th 
August 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: R7.4.3 

Report: 104/2016 Fixing Country Roads Round 3 

Responsible Officer: Manager of Roads Mark Gordon 

 
Background: 
Fixing Country Roads is a program that provides targeted funding to local Councils to repair and 
upgrade Regional NSW Roads. 
 
Its overall aim is to improve and build efficient freight transport networks to reduce costs for 
businesses. 
 
The program helps to fund projects that better connect local and regional roads to state highways 
and key freight hubs; such as silos, sale yards, rail heads, supermarket distribution centres, 
industrial parks and depots. 
 
Introduction: 
Round 1 2014-15 
The NSW Government announced $42.85 million in funding for 77 projects across NSW. The total 
value of the projects came to $95 million after extra contributions were made from local Councils, 
the Australian Government and industry. 
 
Round 2 2015-16 
On 2 November 2015, the NSW Government announced a further $50 million in funding. 
 
Round 3 June 2017 
On the 16th June 2017 it was announced that $100 million will be made available to eligible Councils 
for projects they believe will deliver significant benefits to their local communities. 
 
Application: 
With the help of Engineering Management Consulting and BJC Solutions Council processed the 
following application for the Wanaaring Road.  
 
Bourke Shire Council has submitted a Transport for NSW, Fixing Country Roads – Round 3 
applications for MR 405 – Bourke to Milparinka via Wanaaring for $11,112,000.00.  
 
MR405 has been prioritised through community consultation for action as it has been identified as 
a barrier to freight movements in North Western NSW. During periods of minor rain events 
(<10mm) MR405 becomes impassable to non-4WD vehicles and during periods of extreme dry the 
road surface deteriorates to a sandy surface (bulldust) which provides a danger to all motorists. 
 
These challenging road conditions make the road impassable to livestock, wool, stockfeed and 
general freight trucks. Businesses and ratepayers that rely on MR 405 have identified the areas of 
Gumbalie, Poison Point and Wongareena as barriers to business production - MR 405 is closed 12% 
of the time (44 days / year), restricting trade and business activity.  
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Outcomes that are expected from the sealing of these sessions of MR 405 include:- 

¶ Increased and more reliable freight movements from western NSW to selling centres in central 

NSW – after completion of works it is anticipated that approximately 750+ road-trains will utilise 

MR405. 

¶ Reduced road closures to heavy vehicles on MR 405, resulting in less disruptions to heavy freight 

movements and productivity 

¶ Reduced road closures to all traffic during rain events on MR 405 

¶ Reduction in annual maintenance and renewal costs to Bourke Shire Council – this section of road 

currently takes a large portion of Bourke Shire Councils MR 405 annual road maintenance fund. 

Sealing this section will allow other sections of road to receive additional maintenance 

allocations. 

 
Bourke Shire Council welcomes all financial contributions to improve MR 405 Bourke to Milparinka 
and priorities are broken down into smaller projects and listed above. If funding was not available 
for the complete project, consideration for individual components would be welcome. 
The priority for this project is the following sections:- 

¶ Priority 1 
Gumbalie section includes 12.79km’s of sealing at approximately $321,000 per km  
(Total - $4,110,000) 

¶ Priority 2 
Poison Point Plain section includes 16.55km’s of sealing at approximately $280,000 per km 
(Total - $4,650,000) 

¶ Priority 3 
Wongareena Plain section includes 7.02km’s of sealing at approximately $335,000 per km 
(Total - $2,352,000) 
Council has secured numerous letters of support for its application with all these letters 
noting the importance of the road as a freight corridor for the North West and importance 
which will only become more significant with the opening of the Small stock Abattoirs in 
Bourke early in 2018. 

 
Resolution 

285/2017 That Council notes the report in relation to the application for funding under Round 3 of 
the Fixing Country Roads Programme and the prioritization of the work as detail with the application. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole  Carried   Unstarred 
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File No: R7.6.3 

Report: 105/2017 Proposed Roads to Recovery Projects 2017/2018 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

 
Introduction 
The following report outlines the proposed projects to be adopted for the 2017/2018 financial year. 
 
Background 
The proposed projects are selected and prioritised through consultation with Council’s Roads 
Supervisor, Road Maintenance Team Leaders and community consultations. 
 
Bourke Shire Council’s allocation for Roads to Recovery under the 2014 to 2019 program is 
$7,706,492.00. Council’s current expenditure under this program is approximately $5,144,304.52 
leaving $2,091,629.00 to spend in 2017/2018 and $840,838.00 in 2018/2019 financial years. 
 
Proposed Roads to Recovery Projects 2017/2018 

 Project Name Estimate 

1. Bourke Town Street Reseals & Shoulder Sealing $200,000.00 

2. MR 405 Culvert Installation & Raising of Pavement Level $300,000.00 

3. MR 404 Kelly’s Camp Sealing $200,000.00 

4. RLR 10 Sealing Approaches to Tallyawalka Creek Bridge $20,000.00 

5. RLR 10 Sealing Of Approaches to Tara Crossing Over Tallyawalka $20,000.00 

6. MR 405 Bourke Wanaaring Gravel Resheeting  Wangamanna $240,00.00 

7. RLR 10 Gravel Resheeting Trilby $100,000.00 

8. RLR 29 Reformation Grade Amaroo $66,000.00 

9. MR 68 South Clover Creek Realignment $300,000.00 

10. RLR 27 Burrawantie Road Gravel Resheeting $188,000.00 

11. RLR 4 Bundy Road Gravel Resheeting 6.81 Km $335,000.00 

12. RLR 44 Westmere Hill Widening of Seal And Resealing $200,000.00 

   

 Total $2,165,000.00 

 
Financial 
Council has to spend $2,091,629.00 in the 2017/2018 Roads to Recovery allocation. If projects are 
underspent Council can add projects to the program during the current financial year if new 
priorities are raised. 
 
Resolution 

286/2017 That Council adopt the above projects for the 2017/2018 financial year from funding 
provided under the Roads to Recovery Program. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: H2.1 

Report: 210/2017 Aboriginal Heritage Study Quotations 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Background: 
An Aboriginal Heritage Study for Bourke Shire was partially completed in 2007 and it currently 
comprises two volumes: 

¶ Volume 1: Background and History. This volume contains the background information which 
includes details on the aims of the project, the methodology and recommendations. 
(Written by Jillian Comber.) Volume 1 is incomplete. 

¶ Volume 2: History. This volume contains the Aboriginal history of the Bourke Shire. (Written 
by Caroline Plim.) 

 

It was anticipated that Volume 3 of the Aboriginal Heritage Study would detail pre-contact 
Aboriginal sites and places, and that Volume 4 would detail post-contact sites and places. 
 
Report: 
Council has received a grant of $40,000 from the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage for 
completion of the Bourke Aboriginal Heritage Study.  The funding was part of the 2017-2018 NSW 
Heritage Grants Program, Local Government Heritage Planning Studies. 
 
Three (3) suitably experienced and qualified heritage consultants were invited to provide 
quotations for the completion of the Aboriginal Heritage Study. Two (2) consultants responded. The 
quotations were reviewed by Council’s Heritage Advisor and additional information and clarification 
sought with regard to deliverables. 
 
Following consideration and evaluation of the quotations received OzArk Environmental and 
Heritage Management Pty Ltd were selected. 
 
The key deliverables of the project are:- 

¶ Review of the existing Aboriginal Heritage Study 

¶ Gaps in the existing heritage study addressed.  

¶ Description of the current statutory framework and flow chart/s for various approval 
processes. 

¶ A list of culturally significant Aboriginal sites and places and recommendations for their 
management.  

¶ Community consultation events (catering supplied by Council up to a budget of $1,000 
total). A list of attendees and notes of the consultation events are to be provided to Council 
no later than one (1) week after each event. 

¶ Draft Bourke Shire Aboriginal Heritage Study provided to Council for review and comment. 
The report is to include an executive summary. 

¶ Ten heritage inventory sheets. 

¶ Presentation at Shire Council meeting – 20 minute PowerPoint presentation plus time for 
questions. (To be undertaken by Council’s Heritage Advisor.) 

¶ 2hr community meeting while the draft report is on public exhibition 

¶ Responses to any issues raised during community consultation 
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¶ Final Bourke Shire Aboriginal Heritage Study – MSWord and pdf documents to be provided 
electronically, 6 hard copies of the final report are to be provided. 

¶  A meeting with Council staff and Heritage Advisor  
 
The aim is to complete the draft Aboriginal Heritage Study by the end of June 2018. 
 
Policy Implications: 
The study is likely to identify places for listing as heritage items in Schedule 5 of the Bourke Local 
Environmental Plan. 
 
Financial Implication: 
Although the quotation is lower than the grant funding, additional research and assistance will be 
required from Councils Heritage Advisor for the project. These additional forecasted works will be 
met by the funding or absorbed into Councils 2017-18 heritage budgetary items.   
 
Resolution 

287/2017 
1. That Council Engage Oz Ark to complete the Bourke Shire Aboriginal Heritage Study for a fee of 

$36,458.80 (excl. GST) 
2. That the draft Bourke Shire Aboriginal Heritage Study be reported to Council prior to finalising. 
Moved Cr Cole     Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

 
Background: 
Council was advised that it was successful in obtaining funding of $8,564,000.00 from the Restart 
NSW- Regional Water and Waste Water Backlog Program. 
 
The funding will enable the construction of a new Water Treatment Plant in Bourke which should 
meet the needs of the Bourke Community over the next 30-50 years. 
 
Current Situation: 
Council is now in receipt of the funding deed which is required to be completed under seal of 
Council. 
 
Once the funding Deed is completed and the process through Treasury completed, Council will be 
in a position to call tenders for the work.  
 
Financial Implications 
The funding of $8,564,000 from Restart NSW has been supplemented by an additional $175,000 
from the Aboriginal Communities Water and Sewage Program. The total grant funding made 
available for the project totals $8,739,000. 
 
Resolution 

288/2017 
1. That Council write to the Minister for Regional Water, the Hon. Niall Blair MLC thanking him for 

the funding provided from the Water and Wastewater Backlog Program. 
2. That Council authorise the affixing of the seal to the Funding Deed in relation to the project which 

is made between Bourke Shire Council and the Treasurer of New South Wales.  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole    Carried 

 

 
Background: 
Council has previously received a report in relation to the potential liability arising out of the 
unfenced and unsealed airstrips within the Shire which are located at Enngonia, Ford’s Bridge and 
Byrock. None of these airstrips receive a great deal of use, however, are still available if an 
emergency arises. 
 
  

File No G4.79-W2.2.4 

Report: 343/2017 Funding Deed for the Upgrade of the Water Treatment Plant 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A6.1-V1.1+ 

Report: 344/2017 Unfenced and Unsealed Airstrips 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation: 
Council has engaged Mr Tom Griffiths of Airports Plus Pty Ltd to present a report in relation to the 
potential closures of all three (3) strips and he will be in town on Thursday 31st August to undertake 
the inspections and he will in turn prepare a report. 
 
When Council advertised the potential closures it received one verbal response and no written 
responses. 
 
Financial Implications 
There will be some minor savings to Council in relation to the upkeep of the unsealed airstrips 
within the shire. 
 
Should Council look to try and fence all three (3) airstrips? It would be a relatively costly exercise 
and will no doubt include a more intense inspection regime. 
 
The cost of maintenance has of course also be considered in light of the advantages in an 
emergency situation. 
 
Resolution  

289/2017 That Council note the report and further consideration be given once the consultant’s 
report is to hand. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 

 

 
Background: 
Bourke Shire Council was the lead Council in a joint application with Walgett and Brewarrina Shires 
under Round 2 of the Division of Local Government’s Innovation Fund and at the Local Government 
Awards Night the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Gabrielle Upton announced that the 
joint application was one of those successful in obtaining funding.  
 
The Funded project called “Harmonisation of Human Resource Management: Engaging, Developing 
and Utilising Local Workforce Capability and Capacity” has attracted funding of $130,550 which will 
be utilised in the development and implementation of workforce package to increase capability and 
capacity across three (3) shire regions. Focus will be on performance improvement, capacity 
building and resource sharing, integrated human resource management practices and integrated 
work, health and safety framework. Part of the project will see the development of updated 
position descriptions and other generic forms that can be used across the three Councils and reflect 
the contemporary needs of the Councils. 
 
The success in Round 2 of the Innovation Fund builds on the $380,000 the three (3) Councils 
obtained in Round 1 of the Innovation Fund for Aboriginal Community Based Environmental and 
Waste Management with this application being submitted in conjunction with Waste Aid. Bourke 
Shire Council was also successful in obtaining a further $75,000.00 in Round 1 to assist in the 
integration of its software applications. 

File No L8.3-L8.10 

Report: 345/2017 Innovation Fund 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Council had also applied for funding for another project involving the expansion of the trial of fitting 
GPS facilities to all Council’s vehicle to assist with the provision of increased safety for employees 
and an increase level of data relating to the maintenance of vehicles, however, this application was 
unsuccessful.  
 
Current Situation: 
It is proposed to proceed with the implementation of the Harmonisation of Human Resources 
Management Project as soon as possible with a meeting of the relevant staff and General Managers 
of each of the three (3) Councils to be convened as soon as practical. 
 
Council sought a quotation from a reputable firm on behalf of all Councils prior to lodging the 
application and it is intended to have this firm carry out the project. 
 
The firm Winton Consulting have experience working in the NSW Local Government Sector as well 
as the peak industrial bodies of all parties involved. 
 
There will be of course some work involved in the coordination of the three (3) Councils and it is 
intended that extensive consultation be undertaken with the respective unions. 
 
Financial Implications 
The initial application included a cash contribution from each of the three (3) Councils of $6,000.00 
plus an “in Kind:” contribution of $14,000.00 per Council which makes a total of $20,000.00. The 
bulk of the expenditure from Councils will be incurred in the consultation process with staff and the 
other partner Councils. 
 
The quotation to support the application from the Consultants selected to undertake the work falls 
below the threshold for the need to call tenders which of course is $150,000.00 and the work 
should not exceed this level. 
 
Council would generally call for quotations in relation to such work but given the short-time frame 
we were left with we sought the quotation from a consultant who has worked with both employee 
and employer organisations and are comfortable that the selected consultant Winton Consulting 
will be able to deliver the required outcomes 
 
Resolution 

290/2017 
1. That Council note the success of its application for funding with both Brewarrina and Walgett 

Shires  for the project called “Harmonisation of Human Resource Management: Engaging, 
Developing and Utilising Local Workforce Capability and Capacity”  in the amount of $130,550.00 

2. That Council endorse the appointment of Winton Consulting to undertake the work involved in the 
project. 

3. That Council note the contribution of $20,000.00 per Council made up of both cash and “In Kind”. 
Moved Cr Cole     Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
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Background: 
The Annual Conference for Local Government New South Wales will be held from the 4th December 
2017 to 6th December 2017. 
 
Current Situation: 
Registrations are not yet called for however accommodation for three (3) people has been 
provisionally booked at the conference venue given the likelihood of accommodation being at a 
premium. 
 
It is important that Council is represented and keeps abreast of current issues impacting on Local 
Government with New South Wales. 
 
Equally important is that Council is able to vote on the future leadership of the organisation. 
 
Council has already decided to lodge a motion on behalf of both its local landowners and the 
members of Western Division in respect of the control of Wild Dogs.  Motions should be lodged by 
the 9th October 2017. I will prepare the draft motion so it is able to be presented to the September 
meeting thus ensuring that all information is current. 
 
As part of the Conference the election of Officers for the ensuing two (2) years will take place and 
should any Councillor wish to nominate they should be aware of the nomination process. 
 
A circular in relation to the conference is attached for Councillor’s information. 
 
Financial Implications 
The costs incurred by Council related to the registration and travel expenses and these have been 
include in the 2017/2018 Operational Plan (budget) 
 
Resolution 

291/2017 
1. That Council  note the report 
2. That Council note the closing date for submission of motions 
3. That Councillors note the qualification to be elected to the board and be kept informed of the 

closing date when determined. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole    Carried 

File No G2.1-L8.3-S1.2 

Report: 346/2017 Annual Conference Local Government NSW -  Elections  for Executive  
Positions and call for Motions 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 
Councillors will recall earlier this year Bulloo Shire Council expressed a desire to forge stronger links 
with Bourke Shire Council in relation to Tourism and to that end provided a Draft Memorandum of 
Understanding that reflected a close working relationship 
 
Current Situation: 
The Chief Executive Officer of Bulloo Shire Edwina Marks sought to visit Bourke indicating that 
members of her Council and the Community of Thargomindah had been impressed with the way in 
which Bourke’s Tourism Industry had developed and thought that could learn from the experiences 
of Bourke and this included both the positive and negative experiences. 
 
On Sunday 20th and Monday 21st August 2017 seven (7) representatives from Bulloo Shire visited 
Bourke and had a look at the attractions we had to offer. They visited the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition 
Centre, The Crossley, enjoyed a ride on the Jandra and attended Poetry on a Plate. 
 
On the Monday the Mayors of both Councils together with the respective General Manager/ Chief 
Executive Officer executed the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). 
 
The MOU is the first step in increasing cross border relationships recognising that tourists don’t 
look at their plans in terms of states and there is no need for the boundary to be a restriction on 
the ability of communities from both side of the border to work together in building the tourism 
product in the area. 
 
Financial Implications 
There were no significant financial implication for Council and any expenses incurred during the 
visit were covered by existing budgetary provisions. 
 
Resolution  

292/2017  
1. That Council Note the report in relation to the visit by Bulloo Shire Council and representatives of 

Bulloo Shire tourism industry. 
2. That Council note the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Bulloo and 

Bourke Shire Councils in relation to tourism as previously approved by Council. 
3. That Council attempt to further enhance the cross border relationship with Bulloo Shire and seek 

to extend the relationship to include Brewarrina and Walgett Shire of the south of the border and 
Paroo and Balonne Shires on the Northern side of the border. 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 
  

File No T4.1 

Report: 347/2017 Visit by Bulloo Shire Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 
Council established the Bourke Aboriginal Community Consultative Committee in 2014 to provide a 
an effective method of communication with the Aboriginal community in respect to issues 
impacting on them specifically. 
 
The composition of the committee was initially proposed as five (5) Councillors and a representative 
of five (5) of the peak Aboriginal organisations in Bourke Shire and was as follows:- 

a. The Chairperson of the Bourke Aboriginal Working Party or nominee 
b. The Chairperson of the Nulla Nulla  Aboriginal Land Council or nominee 
c. The Bourke Delegate to Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly or nominee 
d. The Chairperson of the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service or nominee 
e. The Chairperson of the Enngonia Aboriginal Working Party or nominee 

 

Current Situation: 
Since the composition of the committee there have been some changes with the structure of some 
of the Aboriginal Community organisations with the formation of both the Tribal Council and 
Maranguka. 
 
Maranguka partnered with Council in seeking the funding for the concept of The Bourke Aboriginal 
Employment Prosperity Strategy which was subsequently funded. 
 
Part of the funding agreement that Strategy provides for the liaison with an Aboriginal Advisory 
Group and it seems logical that the Bourke Aboriginal Community Consultative Committee 
undertake that role. 
 
As the Working Party provides the delegate to Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly it would seem 
appropriate that there be a change to the composition to the Aboriginal Organisations who provide 
delegate to the Consultative Committee. It is suggested that Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly be 
omitted as the Working Party effectively provides the conduit to that Organisation and Maranguka 
be added. Maranguka also encompasses the Bourke Aboriginal Tribal Council. 
 
Financial Implications 
There are no significant financial implications for Council and the absorption of the responsibility for 
the oversight of the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy into the Charter of the 
Bourke Aboriginal Community Consultative Committee would negate the need for a further 
committee and at the same time strengthen the role of the committee.  
 
  

File No E5.2 

Report: 348/2017 Bourke Aboriginal Community Consultative Committee 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Resolution 

293/2017  
1. That Council note the report in relation to the structure of the Bourke Aboriginal Community 

Consultative Committee. 
2. That Council endorse the change to the Charter of the Bourke Aboriginal Community 

Consultative Committee to include the oversight of the Bourke Aboriginal Employment 
Prosperity Strategy 

3. That Council endorse the addition of a delegate from Maranguka to the Committee and the 
deletion of Murdi Paaki Regional Assembly. 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 

 

 
Background: 
The development of the Far West Regional Plan has been undertaken over the past two (2) years 
and covers the Local Government Areas of Balranald, Bourke, Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Central 
Darling, Cobar, Walgett and Wentworth together with the Unincorporated Area. 
 
Current Situation: 
A draft plan was prepared and was on public exhibition for the period from December 2016 to 
March 2017 and Department of Planning representatives visited each of the Councils during that 
period. 
 
There were also a series of community consultations during that period and the opportunity 
provided for comment. As a result there were some changes incorporated in the final plan. 
 
The Far West Regional Plan is one of nine (9) plans that have been developed across the state by 
the Department of Planning. 
 
The Far West Regional Plan was officially launched by the Minister for Planning, the Hon. Anthony 
Roberts, MP at a function at Walgett on Tuesday, 22nd August 2017 and the launch was also 
attended by the Hon. Rick Colless, MLC the Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resources and 
Western New Wales and the Chief Planner for New South Wales, Gary White. 
 
The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman and I joined with representatives from both Brewarrina and 
Walgett Shires and staff from both the Sydney and Dubbo Offices from the Department of Planning 
in attending the launch. 
 
Copies of the plan are available, if required, and the plan is also available on line on the Department 
of Planning website. 
 
Financial Implications 
There are no significant Implications at this stage 
 
  

File No E6.20 

Report: 349/2017 Launch of the Far West Regional Plan 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Resolution 

294/2017 That Council notes the report in relation to the Far West Regional Plan as presented to 
Council on Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 
Background: 
A proposal was put together by the Western Division Group of Councils to develop a Strategic Plan 
in an attempt to revitalise the organisation and have the organisation regain its status as the 
premier advocacy group for Local Government in Western NSW. 
 
At the July Meeting the Mayor presented a Mayoral Minute and provided a series of 
recommendations including one suggestion that Council commit to remaining a member of 
Western Division for a period of four (4) years. 
 
Council adopted the recommendations as tabled with the exception of that recommendation 
committing Council for the four year period and deferred a decision until this meeting 
 
See Appendix 1 
 
To date there is no additional information available to provide an update to Council however; I have 
attempted to put together the information available to date. 
 
Current Situation: 
The current situation is that five (5) Councils have committed to remaining as members for the next 
four (4) years, those being; Balranald, Central Darling, Broken Hill Wentworth and Walgett with 
Cobar and Bourke are yet to commit. Brewarrina, Moree, Lachlan and Carrathool have elected to 
withdraw. 
 
There still seems to be a considerable amount of confusion between the Western Division and the 
proposed Far West Initiative (FWI) and I feel that the FWI was seen as an alternative to Western 
Division.  
 
The operation of Western Division has always been in parallel with organisations such as the Orana 
Regional Organisation of Council (OROC) and was formed to deal with issues impacting primarily on 
the Western Division,  
 
The Minister indicated in a letter that the agreement of all Councils in the Western Division was a 
good start to a successful model (see Appendix 2) that he could further consider. The model which 
was developed in contained is Appendix 3. 
 
It should be noted that it was to be a company to be limited by guarantee as to an organisation 
under the Local Government Act. Given that the membership was to be all Councils the Ministers 
approval would be required before it could be established. 

File No L8.5 

Report:  350/2017 Western Division of Councils 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Following the meeting of Bourke Shire Council in July the Mayor Barry Hollman wrote to the Deputy 
Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP in an attempt to get some clarity on what was being 
considered for Councils in the west of the State and in particular the future of the proposed Far 
West Initiative. 
 
See Appendix 4.  
 
To date no response has been received. I was given to understand following my discussions with 
staff of the Deputy Premier’s Office that there would be an announcement in relation to the status 
of the remaining matters in the Local Government Reform Process very soon. I delayed the 
preparation of the report hoping some information would be available. It was thought that there 
would be an announcement ahead of the second round of Local Government Elections on the 9th 
September 2017. 
 
To date there has been no announcement. 
 
The Mayor and I went to the launch of the Far West Regional Plan last week and it is interesting to 
note that the area covered by that plan still mirrors that of the proposed Far West Initiative. 
 
Council has for some time made it clear that it has a strong affiliation with the Orana Region and 
limited affiliation with that further west or south west.  
 
It should be noted that this affiliation would not change and I would see Western Division primarily 
dealing with issues peculiar to that part of the state. It may be that Western Division will be the 
conduit to the Department of Planning to ensure that the aspects of the Far West Plan are 
implemented with Western Division being asked to supply delegates to the Far West Delivery, 
Coordination and Monitoring Committee. 
 
See Appendix 6. 
 
The President of Western Division, Leigh Byron has advised the Deputy Premier of the current 
situation in relation to each of the Councils initially proposed for membership of the revised 
Western Division.  
 
See appendix 5. 
 
It is my view that Western Division was formed to represent those in the Far West of the State and 
a number of issues that were the catalyst for the formation still exist and while many impact on 
Local Government elsewhere in the state they seem to have a greater influence on the Western 
Division Councils. There a number of examples including, Western Lands Leases availability of 
water, declining population, difficulty in attracting staff, declining services, electricity supply, law 
and order issues, medical and health services. 
 
The Western Division proposal was seen as being developed as an alternate proposal to the Far 
West Initiative, one with a stronger focus on Local Government. 
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The fact that we have seen nearly twelve months pass now with no feedback following the 
intensive community consultation process in relation to the FWI it would indicate that it may not 
proceed, at least in it the form initially proposed. 
 
The Deputy Premier has indicated to some Western Division Councils that he has received mixed 
messages in relation to the support of all Councils, however, it would be fair to say that the mixed 
messages are at least in part a result of the fact that there have been mixed messages being 
received by Councils. 
 
Financial Implications 
If Council were to commit, it would be on the proviso that the State Government agreed to provide 
the funding of $200,000.00 or other agreed amount towards the operation of Western Division. It 
should be noted, each of the 11 Councils initially involved were to contribute $9000.00 however, at 
this stage there are only seven (7) Councils who have either committed to remaining as a member 
or have deferred that decision. This may result in a reconsideration of the fees structure or 
alternatively a possible streamlining of the proposed activities of Western Division to reflect the 
reduced budget available. 
 
It should also be noted that Council currently pays a membership of around $3500.00 per year.  
 
The willingness of the State Government to commit funding will be critical. 
 
Resolution 

295/2017 That Council defer any further discussions pending clarification from the Deputy Premier 
on the issues raised in the Mayor’s Letter. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 442/2017 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
 

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st July 2017 

Balances as per Bank Statement $850,586.86 

Plus: Deposit not shown $5,908.74 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $108,221.27 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $1,109.10 

Balance as per Cash Book $747,084.23 
 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st July 2017 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $13,011,673.08 $200,000.00 

Water $3,811,391.45  

Sewer $1,114,765.78  

Trust $208,704.78  

Total Funds 18,146,535.09  
 

Investments as at 31st July 2017 

National Australia Bank $1,104,541.28 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,300,876.63 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,013,389.05 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $740,843.74 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $380,878.74 2.60 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,130,383.86 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,067,028.20 2.50 % 92 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.50 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $420,334.65 2.50 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $651,785.51 2.45 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $630,121.53 2.50 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.45 % 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,727,607.00 2.50 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,043,922.57 2.50 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,597,603.15 2.48 % 274 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,590,135.36 Flex   

Total Investments $17,399,450.86    
 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified 
that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and 
Council’s Investment Policy. 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 36 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 
Reconciliation at 31st July 2017 

Balance as per cash book $747,084.23 

Investments $17,399,450.86 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $18,146,535.09 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st July 2017 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 30th June 2017  31st July 2017 

General Fund $13,667,371.40 -$655,698.32 $13,011,673.08 

Water Fund $3,783,457.43 $27,934.02 $3,811,391.45 

Sewer Fund $1,084,465.58 $30,300.20 $1,114,765.78 

Trust Fund $211,807.18 -$3,102.40 $208,704.78 

Investments -$17,876,110.77 $476,659.91 -$17,399,450.86 

Totals $870,990.82 -$123,906.59 $747,084.23 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 30th June 2017           $870,990.82 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $312,175.09 

(b) Other Cash  $1,242,971.38 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $2,155,712.97 

(b) New Investment  -$476,659.91 

Balance as 31st July 2017 $747,084.23 

 
Resolution  

296/2017 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st July 2017 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 443/2017         Investment Report as at 31st July 2017 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
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Issues 

¶ Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

¶ Statutory obligations are being met 

¶ Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2017/18 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 2%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds 
and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 30th June 2017 is $17,399,450.86. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31st July 2017 is $23,340.09 
 
3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 
4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
 
Investment Portfolio 31st July 2017 
National Australia Bank $1,104,541.28 2.73 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,300,876.63 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,013,389.05 2.57 % 273 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $740,843.74 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $380,878.74 2.60 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,130,383.86 2.57 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,067,028.20 2.50 % 92 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.50 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $420,334.65 2.50 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $651,785.51 2.45 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $630,121.53 2.50 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 2.45 % 122 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,727,607.00 2.50 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,043,922.57 2.50 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,597,603.15 2.48 % 274 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,590,135.36 Flex   

Total Investments $17,399,450.86    
 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 38 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

Percentage of Total Portfolio 100 % 
Average Investment Yield  2.499% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $476,659.91 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

297/2017 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st July 2017 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 

 

File No: F1.4.6 

Report: 444/2017 Rates and Charges Reconciliation as at 30/06/2017 and 01/07/2017 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
For the Reconciliation of Rates and Charges brought to account for year ended 30 June 2017 and 01 
July 2017, Council’s approval for Resolution and Seal is hereby sought. 
 
Resolution 

298/2017 That Council authority be given for the affixing of the Common Seal of Council to the 
Reconciliation of Rates and Charges brought to account for the periods; 
-  30 June 2017 (as per Attachment A); and  
-  01 July 2017  (as per Attachment B) 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 
The Common Seal of the Council of 
the Council of Bourke was hereto Affixed   _________________________ 
on 28th Day of August 2017 in pursuance    COUNCILLOR 
of the Resolution passed on 28th Day of 
August 2017.       _________________________ 
        GENERAL MANAGER 
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  ANNUAL RATES AND CHARGES LEVY_2016/2017 - RECONCILIATIONS

 ---- UNPAID RATES AND CHARGES ARREARS  AS AT 30/06/2017----

30/06/2017                RATING  -  Trial Balance                             

BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL                                                                      Financial Accounting Year Ending 2017_30/06/20107

--------------------------- RATES AND CHARGES 30/07/2017-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------30/06/2017 OUTSTANDING----------

**** GRAND TOTALS **** ARREARS CURRENT TOTAL RUNNING

RATES $76,521.70 $89,702.38 $166,224.08 $166,224.08

ANNUAL CHARGES/SERVICES $354,303.44 $322,578.33 $676,881.77 $843,105.85

EXTRA CHARGES/INT $73,265.57 $46,313.82 $119,579.39 $962,685.24

PRE/OVERPAYMENTS -$123,359.72 -$123,359.72 $839,325.52

TOTAL OUTSTANDING : $504,090.71 $335,234.81 $839,325.52

+ Pre/Overpayments $123,359.72

$962,685.24

  30/06/2017                                        ****----------- LAND VALUE SUMMARY-----------**** 

VALUATION TOTALS Ratable Number Non Ratable Number Total

Land Value $203,602,590 1738 $10,319,630 319 $213,922,220

Net Rateable $203,447,390 1738 $10,307,130 319 $213,754,520

On Land Allowance $51,800 7 $51,800

Heritage Allowance $103,400 4 $12,500 1 $115,900

1749

                     ANNUAL RATES AND CHARGES LEVY_2016/2017 - RECONCILIATIONS

                                   ---- RATES AND CHARGES  AS AT 30/06/2017----

------------------------- RATES 30/07/2017-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------ DETAILS OF ORDINARY RATES --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RATE DESCRIPTION PAYMENTS REFUNDS DISCOUNT ADJUSTS STATE COUNCIL

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL REBATES REBATES

Rates - Bourke $304,846.18 $0.00 $0.00 -$507.90 $7,623.94 $6,237.78

$68,757.56 $326,980.32 $38,980.40 $37,541.68 $0.00 $76,522.08

Interest $3,626.04 $0.00 $0.00 $1,377.82

$8,063.70 $5,899.11 $6,934.95 $4,779.64 $11,714.59

Rates - Village Occ $2,998.60 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$3,661.24 $0.00 $662.64 $0.00 $0.00 $662.64

Interest $1,545.13 $0.00 $0.00 $104.02

$1,609.92 $198.02 $313.82 $53.01 $366.83

Rates - North Bourk $66,180.02 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $480.55 $393.16

$19,737.33 $54,897.71 $1,603.65 $5,977.66 $0.00 $7,581.31

Interest $3,831.26 $0.00 $0.00 $339.11

$2,606.91 $1,483.63 $268.42 $329.97 $598.39

Rates - Farmland Ge $28,889.07 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$46,981.03 $0.00 $18,091.96 $0.00 $0.00 $18,091.96

Interest $2,169.20 $0.00 $0.00 $917.94

$1,907.64 $2,271.39 $1,399.22 $1,528.55 $2,927.77

Rates - Villages $21,684.90 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $300.46 $245.84

$10,529.57 $23,416.31 $7,829.10 $3,885.58 $0.00 $11,714.68

Interest $282.59 $0.00 $0.00 $258.37

$1,108.14 $906.53 $1,166.30 $824.15 $1,990.45

Rates - Village Uno $205.40 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$1,452.68 $0.00 $1,247.28 $0.00 $0.00 $1,247.28

Interest $91.74 $0.00 $0.00 $41.29

$676.04 $104.20 $625.59 $104.20 $729.79

Rates - Farmland Ir $7,944.10 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

$14,014.41 $0.00 $6,070.31 $0.00 $0.00 $6,070.31

Interest $542.54 $0.00 $0.00 $183.80

$511.37 $892.54 $526.51 $518.66 $1,045.17

Rates - Business $139,235.01 $0.00 $0.00 -$170.67 $121.04 $99.03

$6,729.57 $141,148.74 $2,036.36 $6,216.20 $0.00 $8,252.56

Interest $675.97 $0.00 $0.00 $120.90

$461.96 $749.39 $248.88 $407.40 $656.28

Rates - Farmland $1,024,263.78 $0.00 $0.00 -$1,649.08 $412.50 $337.50

$0.00 $1,062,744.12 $0.00 $36,081.26 $0.00 $36,081.26

Interest $971.72 $0.00 $0.00 -$290.64

$0.00 $2,470.77 $0.00 $1,208.41 $1,208.41

 TOTAL RATES ** $1,596,247.06 $0.00 $0.00 -$2,327.65 $8,938.49 $7,313.31

--RATES $171,863.39 $1,609,187.20 $76,521.70 $89,702.38 $0.00 $166,224.08

--INTEREST LEVIED 16/17 $21,237.68

$187,461.76

SUMMARY

TB_30.06.17

Net Rateable

PART A

PART A.1

Attachment A
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------------------------- CHARGES 30/07/2017-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 

50 Drainage Levy

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$39,944.12 $167,360.00 -$5,508.48 -$199.00 -$156,212.52 $25,055.07 $20,329.05 $45,384.12

 LEVIED 16/17      $45,384.12

51 Sewerage Access Sin

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$182,212.72 $741,566.00 -$10,150.01 -$854.00 -$696,003.61 $114,915.28 $101,855.82 $216,771.10

54 Sewerage Access Mul

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$7,860.75 $87,808.00 $0.00 $0.00 -$91,428.06 $977.46 $3,263.23 $4,240.69

$829,374.00 $221,011.79

LEVIED 16/17

20. Garbage Charge

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$77,483.82 $319,176.00 -$10,880.55 -$348.00 -$298,683.67 $45,564.56 $41,183.04 $86,747.60

24. Trade Waste Charges

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$11,060.95 $128,898.00 -$29.93 $0.00 -$130,830.44 $1,873.43 $7,225.15 $9,098.58

25. Vill Tip Maint

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$4,000.72 $16,512.00 -$301.00 $0.00 -$15,997.56 $2,112.52 $2,101.64 $4,214.16

$464,586.00 $100,060.34

LEVIED 16/17

2. / 3. / 4. / 5. / 6. / 7. / 8. / 9. / 12. / 13. / Village Water

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$33,263.67 $126,240.00 -$1,028.13 -$122,620.54 $22,179.21 $15,947.59 $35,855.00

31. / 32. / 41. / 42. / 43. / 44. / Filtered Water

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$53,368.06 $260,492.00 $0.00 -$229.00 -$254,479.69 $31,831.79 $27,319.58 $59,151.37

33. / 34. / 46. / 47. / 48. / Raw Water

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$134,057.34 $683,483.00 -$11,112.51 -$587.00 -$651,541.66 $77,866.17 $74,161.20 $154,299.17

$1,070,215.00 $249,305.54

LEVIED 16/17 REBATE 16/17 REBATE 16/17PAYMENTS 16/17 ------------ARREARS 16/17---------

$543,252.15 $2,531,535.00 -$39,010.61 -$2,217.00 -$2,417,797.75 $322,375.49 $293,386.30 $615,761.79

LEVIED 16/17 ADJUST 16/17 Legal Charges $61,119.98

BALANCE ALL CHARGES $676,881.77

PART A.2
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                      BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL (sj)                                                            Financial Accounting Year Commencing 2018

                        ANNUAL RATES AND CHARGES LEVY_12/07/2017 BROUGHT TO ACCOUNT

****-----------SUMMARY-----------****

-------------- RATES 12/07/2017-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------- LEVIED 12/07/2017-------------------------------------------------------------------------

ARREARS CURRENT TOTAL

RATES $159,953.17 $1,590,871.16 $1,750,824.33

ANNUAL CHARGES / SERVICES $661,609.06 $2,490,717.20 $3,152,326.26

EXTRA CHARGES/INT $118,887.13 $102.11 $118,989.24

OVERPAYMENTS B/F -$14,949.46 -$14,949.46 $5,007,190

*********TOTAL******* $940,449.36 $4,066,741.01 $5,007,190.37

$14,949.46 Plus Overpayments BF

$940,449.36 -$102.11 Less Extra Charges / Int 17/18

$4,081,588.36

+ 17/18 Overpayments applied $117,931.18

Total Net Levy 12/07/2017 $4,199,519.54

REPORTS 12/07/2017 AFTER LEVY - Rate Levy Book

$1,648,211.00 Total Ordinary Rate Levied 

$2,606,900.00 Total Charges Levied

$4,255,111.00 Total Gross Rates & Charges Levied

-$55,591.46 Total Pension Rebate

$4,199,519.54 Total Net Levy 12/07/2017

-$117,931.18 Less 17/18 Overpayments applied 

$102.11 Plus Extra Charges / Int 17/18

-$14,949.46 Less Overpayments BF $807,670.83

$940,449.36 Plus Arrears as at 12/07/2017

$5,007,190.37                   - TOTAL NET RATES AND CHARGES & ARREARS

**** INSTALMENT AMOUNT DUE DATES******** 12/07/2017

INSTALMENT 1 31/08/2017 $994,529.03 1,776

INSTALMENT 2 30/11/2017 $1,019,238.80 1,812

INSTALMENT 3 28/02/2018 $1,030,634.97 1,827

INSTALMENT 4 31/05/2018 $1,037,185.56 1,840

TOTAL AMOUNT $4,081,588.36

$40,396.09 + 17/18 Overpayments applied to Ordinary Rates

$117,931.18 $77,535.09 + 17/18 Overpayments applied to Charges

Total Net Levied 12/07/2017 $4,199,519.54

- 17/18 Overpayments applied -$117,931.18

Plus Overpayments BF -$14,949.46

Less Extra Charges / Int 17/18 $102.11

$4,066,741.01

Plus Arrears at at 12/07/2017 $940,449.36

                  - TOTAL NET RATES AND CHARGES & ARREARS $5,007,190.37
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SUMMARY ALL 

2016/17 TOTAL LEVIES RATES AND CHARGES

- RATES

ARRS B/FWD CURR LEVY REBATES ADJUSTS PAYMENTS ARREARS BAL CURRENT BAL Total Balance

$171,863.39 $1,609,187.20 -$16,251.80 -$2,327.65 -$1,596,247.06 $76,521.70 $89,702.38 $166,224.08

- CHARGES

$543,252.15 $2,531,535.00 -$39,010.61 -$2,217.00 -$2,417,797.75 $322,375.49 $293,386.30 $615,761.79

+ LEGAL CHARGES $61,119.98

$676,881.77

+ EXTRA / INTREST CHARGES $119,579.39

$962,685.24

- TOTAL - PRE/OVERPAYMENTS -$123,359.72

$715,115.54 $4,140,722.20 -$55,262.41 -$4,544.65 -$4,014,044.81 $398,897.19 $383,088.68 $839,325.52

LEVIED 16/17 ADJUST 16/17

------------------  GENERAL LEDGER 30/07/2017------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

<< S/DR SERVICE CONTROL ACCOUNTS >>

13101-050
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

GENERAL RATES $171,863.39 -$5,639.31 $166,224.08 $166,224.08

33203-009
S/DR - SUNDRY RATEPAYERS -

W ATER CHARGE $220,535.07 $28,762.47 $249,297.54

13101-130
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

GARBAGE $77,344.82 $9,424.78 $86,769.60

13101-134 OTHER GARBAGE CHARGES $11,060.95 $1,962.37 $9,098.58

13101-131
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

VILLAGE TIPS $4,000.72 $213.44 $4,214.16

13101-210
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

LEGAL COSTS $50,296.27 $10,823.71 $61,119.98

13101-132
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

URBAN DRAINS $39,903.12 $5,478.00 $45,381.12

43203-009
S/DR - SUNDRY RATEPAYERS -

SEW ER CHARGE $189,904.47 $31,096.32 $221,000.79

<< TOTAL S/DR 

SERVICE CONTROL 

ACCOUNTS >> $593,045.42 $83,836.35 $676,881.77 $676,881.77

 $843,105.85

13101-200
SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - 

EXTRA CHARGES 101,198.09 18,381.30 119,579.39 $962,685.24

13101-220 RATES OVERPAYMENTS -$119,058.21 -$4,301.51 -$123,359.72 -$123,359.72

$839,325.52

<<< GENERAL LEDGER GRAND TOTALS >>> TOTAL ARREARS 30/06/2017

RATES $171,863.39 -$5,639.31 $166,224.08

SERVICES $593,045.42 $83,836.35 $676,881.77

INTEREST $101,198.09 $18,381.30 $119,579.39 $962,685.24

OVERPAYMENTS -$119,058.21 -$4,301.51 -$123,359.72 -$123,359.72

<<< GRAND TOTAL >>> $747,048.69 $92,276.83 $839,325.52 $839,325.52

Manager Corporate Services

Bourke Shire Council
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***INTEREST
----ARREARS B/FWD $119,579.39 $119,579.39

----LEVIED THIS YEAR $105.68 $119,685.07
----CURRENT PAYMENTS -$695.83 $118,989.24 $820,869.97

ARREARS BALANCE $118,887.13 $820,764.29
CURRENT BALANCE $102.11 $821,460.12

**** TOTAL BALANCE $118,989.24 $817,089.64
$802,140.18

***OVERPAYMENTS
----B/FWD Amount $123,359.72 $123,359.72

----Current Balance $14,949.46 $138,309.18

30-Jun 12-Jul 12-Jul 12-Jul APPLIED CR

GRAND TOTALS ARREARS ARREARS LEVIED TOTAL from B/f

RATES $166,224.08 $159,953.17 $1,590,871.16 $1,750,824.33 $1,648,211.00 $57,339.84

CHARGES $676,881.77 $661,609.06 $2,490,717.20 $3,152,326.26 $2,606,900.00 $116,182.80

$843,105.85 $821,562.23 $4,081,588.36 $4,903,150.59 $4,255,111.00 $173,522.64

REBATE -$55,591.46

Total Net Levied 12/07/2017 $4,199,519.54 $173,522.64

EXTRA CHARGES/INT $119,579.39 $118,887.13 $102.11 $118,989.24

$962,685.24 $940,449.36 $4,081,690.47 $5,022,139.83

OVERPAYMENTS -$123,359.72 -$14,949.46 -$14,949.46TOTAL 

OUTSTANDING $839,325.52 $940,449.36 $4,066,741.01 $5,007,190.37

- TOTAL NET RATES AND CHARGES & ARREARS

------------------------SUMMARY REPORTS RATES ANALYSIS-------------------------

12/07/17 LEVY TOTALS <<< Debits >>> Credits >>><<<< Net Result>>>

1 RATE LEVY $1,648,211.00 $1,648,211.00

2 SERV CHARGE LEVY $2,606,900.00 $2,606,900.00

GROSS TOTAL RATES 

CHARGES

$4,255,111.00 $4,255,111.00 $4,255,111.00 LEVY

8 INT  C/INT $105.68 $105.68

10 CASH AUTO -$9,003.16 -$9,003.16

19 OVER PAYMT -$6,540.07 -$6,540.07

47 REBATES C/RTES -$9,319.08 -$9,319.08

48 REBATES C/RTEC -$7,624.67 -$7,624.67

49 REBATES C/SERS -$21,254.93 -$21,254.93 -$55,591.46 REBATES

50 REBATES C/SERC -$17,392.78 -$17,392.78

115 COL ADJ 5 -$40,396.09 -$40,396.09

116 COL ADJ 6 -$77,535.09 -$77,535.09 -$117,931.18 CREDITS

119 COL OVERP $132,040.04 -$14,108.86 $117,931.18 $117,931.18 CREDITS APPLIED

139 CASH-BPAY -$11,622.14 -$11,622.14

140 CASH-DIRDB -$1,080.00 -$1,080.00

<<<< GRAND TOTAL >>>> $4,387,256.72 -$215,876.87 $4,171,379.85 $4,199,519.54

PENSION REBATES / REMISSIONS / REDUCTIONS  : 12/07/2017

STATE REBATES RATES  : $9,319.08 ORDINARY + DOM WASTE

COUNCIL REBATE RATES: $7,624.67 ORDINARY + DOM WASTE

STATE REBATE SERV   : $21,254.93 ANNUAL WATER & SEWER

COUNCIL REBATE SERV : $17,392.78 ANNUAL WATER & SEWER

TOTAL REBATE/REDUCTS: $55,591.46

TB_30.06.17
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-----------IN GENERAL LEDGER 12/07/2017---------------------------------------------------------------------------
REPORTS 12/07/2017 AFTER LEVY - IN GENERAL LEDGER

Balance as at 12/07/2017

Job No Ledger No Description Account Balance

13101-050 01-31-01-05 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - GENERAL RATES $1,584,600.25

13101-130 01-31-01-30 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - GARBAGE $309,825.30

13101-131 01-31-01-30 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - VILLAGE TIPS $16,163.69

13101-132 01-31-01-30 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - URBAN DRAINS $156,953.12

13101-134 01-31-01-30 OTHER GARBAGE CHARGES $130,342.80

13101-200 01-31-01-20 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - EXTRA CHARGES -$590.15

13101-210 01-31-01-20 SUNDRY RATEPAYERS - LEGAL COSTS -$1,107.74

13101-220 01-31-01-20 RATES OVERPAYMENTS $108,410.26

33203-009 03-32-03-01 S/DR - SUNDRY RATEPAYERS -WATER CHARGE $1,056,204.26

43203-009 04-32-03-01 S/DR - SUNDRY RATEPAYERS -SEWER CHARGE $807,063.06

Balance after Rates Levy 12/07/2017 $4,167,864.85

End of Year Rates and Charges Balance not rolled *************** $839,325.52 Trial Balance 12/07/17

$5,007,190.37

$807,670.83 Arrears

$159,953.17 Arrears Rates

$661,609.06 Arrears Services

GL RATE DESCRIPTION Current $821,562.23

166224.08  1648211.00 $1,590,871.16 ORDINARY RATE -$13,891.40 Arrears Interest

676881.77  2606900.00 $2,490,717.20 ANNUAL CHARGES $807,670.83

$4,081,588.36 $4,081,588.36 $4,199,519.54

Extra Charges/Int $102.11 $40,396.09 Overpayments applied to Ordinary Rates

Overpayments -$14,949.46 $117,931.18 $77,535.09 Overpayments applied to Charges

$4,066,741.01 $4,199,519.54                Total Net Levied 12/07/2017

$807,670.83

$5,007,190.37                   - TOTAL NET RATES AND 

CHARGES & ARREARS LEVIED

-----------IN RATES - LAND VALUE 12/07/2017----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VALUATION TOTALS       : Ratable Number Non Ratable Number Total No.

Land Value $203,602,590 1738 $10,319,630 319 $213,922,220 2057

Net Rateable $203,447,390 1738 $10,307,130 319 $213,754,520 2057

On Land Allowance $51,800 7 $51,800 7

Heritage Allowance $103,400 4 $12,500 1 $115,900 5

$407,205,180 1749 $20,639,260 $427,844,440 2069

Ordinary Rate VG Land Value

BOURKE $15,000,300

NTH BOURKE/HIGH ST $4,106,000

VILLAGES $517,920

FARMLAND $176,983,790

MINES $0

BUSINESS $6,839,380 $203,447,390 Net Rateable Land Value

NON RATEABLE $10,307,130

HERITAGE ALLOW $51,800

ON LAND ALLOW $115,900 $10,474,830

$213,922,220 Gross VG Land Value

Manager Corporate Services

Bourke Shire Council
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File No: S6.29 

Report:445/2017 Pecuniary Interest Returns 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background 
The purpose of this report is to remind Councillors and designated persons of the necessity to lodge 
Pecuniary Interest Returns. 
 
A Councillor or designated person holding that position on 30th June in any year must complete and 
lodge a Pecuniary Interest Return by 30th September in that year. 
 
The returns can be inspected by members of the public and assist in ensuring transparency and 
accountability in Local Government decision-making. The obligation upon Councillors and others to 
returns is as much a protection for them as it is to the community. 
 
Resolution 

299/2017 That Council note the information received in relation to Pecuniary Interest Returns. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No: F1.4.6 

Report:446/2017 Financial Statements 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Financial Statements – 30th June 2017  
 
Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) 
(1) A Council must prepare financial reports for each year, and must refer them for audit as soon as 
practicable (having regard to the requirements of section 416 (1)) after the end of that year. 
Note. Under section 416 (1), a Council's financial reports for a year must be prepared and audited 
within 4 months after the end of the year concerned, and under section 428 (2) (a) the audited 
financial report must be included in the Council’s annual report. [Section 413, LGA] 
 
Time for preparation and auditing of financial reports 
A Council's financial reports for a year must be prepared and audited within the period of 4 months 
after the end of that year. [Section 416, LGA] 
 
Public notice to be given of presentation of financial reports 
(1) As soon as practicable after a Council receives a copy of the auditor's reports: 
(a) Council must fix a date for the meeting at which it proposes to present its audited financial 
reports, together with the auditor's reports, to the public, and 
(b) Council must give public notice of the date so fixed. 
 
(2)The date fixed for the meeting must be at least 7 days after the date on which the notice is given, 
but not more than 5 weeks after the auditor's reports are given to the Council. 
 
Note. Unless an extension is granted under section 416, the meeting must be held on or before 5 
December after the end of the year to which the reports relate. 
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(3) The public notice must include: 
(a) a statement that the business of the meeting will include the presentation of the audited 
financial reports and the auditor's reports, and 
(b) a summary, in the approved form, of the financial reports, and 
(c) a statement to the effect that any person may, in accordance with section 420, make 
submissions (within the time provided by that section and specified in the statement) to the Council 
with respect to the Council's audited financial reports or with respect to the auditor's reports. 
 
(4) Copies of the Council's audited financial reports, together with the auditor's reports, must be 
kept available at the office of the Council for inspection by members of the public on and from the 
date on which public notice of the holding of the meeting is given and until the day after the 
meeting (or any postponement of the meeting). [Section 418, LGA] 
 
Presentation of the Council's financial reports 
(1) A Council must present its audited financial reports, together with the auditor's reports, at a 
meeting of the Council held on the date fixed for the meeting. [Section 419, LGA] 
 
Resolution 

300/2017  
1. That the Financial Reports as at 30th June 2017 be referred for Audit. 
2. That the necessary elected members and staff be authorised to sign the Statement by Council on 

the Financial Reports for the year ending 30th June 2017 
3. That the Financial Reports and Audit Report be formally presented to Council at the next available 

Council meeting after the Audit and Financial Reports are received and notice has been given in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 419 of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No: P4.2 

Report:447/2017          Delivery Program and Operational Plan Review as at the 30th June 2017 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Enclosed is the fourth quarter review of the Delivery Plan for 2016-2017. This is also the final report 
for this Delivery Plan with the new plan taking effect from July 1st 2017. The report highlights 
progress on the 99 items that are listed in the Program. 
 
Overall progress has been excellent with 86 of the items listed as complete. Of particular 
importance Councillors will note that all items of a governance nature are complete with statutory 
reporting met. 
 
As with previous reviews it can be seen that the Community Garden has not commenced. Council is 
aware that the Men’s Shed are progressing to develop a community garden and Council supports 
this great initiative. Other items to progress to a limited degree include items such as improved 
telecommunications and air services which are largely the responsibility of other levels of 
Government. 
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All Managers and Staff should be congratulated in regards to the overall progress of the Delivery 
Plan to the 30th June 2017. The Plan has been at the forefront of planning during the budget 
process and has played an important role in focussing resources.  
 
Resolution 

301/2017 That Council note the Fourth Quarter Delivery and Operational Plan report as presented to 
the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 48 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

 
 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 49 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 50 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 51 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 52 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 53 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 54 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 55 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 56 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 57 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 58 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 59 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 60 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 61 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 62 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 63 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 64 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 65 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 66 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 67 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 
9.00am 

   



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 68 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 

File No: R2.15-P9.3W2.2.17 

Report: 448/2017  Outstanding Debts Due to Council 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
At the February 2017 Ordinary meeting of Council, Council resolved that staff develop a strategy to 
reduce the outstanding debts due to Council. This report details the strategy developed and 
detailed outcome for debt recovery undertaken in the month of July 2017. 
 
Current Situation 
The Manager of Corporate Services (MCS) and Revenue Officer (RO) have developed the following 
strategy to reduce the outstanding debts and generate a better cash flow for Council. 
 

Key Strategies Include:- 

¶ Payment Arrangements - Personal contact with rate payers in an attempt to enter into 
payment arrangements with rate payers in order for them to repay the debt owed to 
Council over a specified time frame. 

¶ Additional Cycles of OVERDUE NOTICES - OVERDUE NOTICE’S as each Instalment becomes 
overdue. Overdue Notices were previously issued twice a year in December and June. The 
additional notices will be sent in March and September. 

¶ Council Issued Letter - To be included with the Overdue Notice’s. This letter will outline the 
Ratepayers obligations to pay the debt owing to Council or legal action will commence. 

¶ Letter of Demand - Rate payers who are unresponsive to Overdue Notices will be issued a 
“Letter of Demand” from our Debt Collection Agency. This Letter gives the Rate Payer a final 
Seven Days to make payment. 

¶ Legal Action - Legal Action against all rate payers who fail to respond to the strategy listed 
above. We will be using all resources made available to us from our Debt Collection Agency 
in an attempt to try and recover outstanding debts from rate payers. 

¶ 713 Sale - Hold a Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates to include all properties in the public auction 
that meet the criteria to be sold for unpaid rates in an effort to further reduce the 
Outstanding Debt for Bourke Shire Council. 

 

The Table below outlines the current status for overdue rates assessment, the present action being 
taken and future action to be taken on non-compliant rate payers. 
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New Payment Arrangements        Total Action for Non-Compliant 

Compliant Arrangements 45 
   

    

Non-Compliant 10 
   

  

To be Issued with Overdue Notice and Council 
Letter demanding Payment - If payment is not 
received Legal Action will Commence 

  
    

55   

Overdue Notices & Council Issued Letter     Total Action for Non-Response To Letter/Notice 

Overdue Notices - Issued  
  

0 
 

Council Issued Letter of Demand -  
  

0 
Refer to Debt Collection for Letter of 
Demand  

Letter of Demand - Issued By 
Debt Collector         Total Action for Non - Response to Demand Letter 

Issued July 2017 
    

102 Commenced Legal Action 
  

    
    

Legal Action     Total Action For Non Response to Legal Action 

New Referrals to Debt Collection  
   

0 
 

Includes property in next 713 Sale if meets 
relevant criteria specified in Chapter 15 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 

      
  

713 Sale          Total   

Properties identified to be 
included in the next 713 sale.   

    

    34   

 
Financial Implications 
The tables below show the total combined Rates and Charges and Excess Water usage collection to 
31st July 2017. 
 
Payments received for Rates and Charges as at 31st July 2017 was $319,220.09 this included the 
allocated amount of $103,178.52 from overpayments to the new levy. Total payments received 
excluding the overpayment amount was $216,041.57and payments received for the excess water 
usage for the 31st July 2017 was $20,668.08. The total payment received for the month of July was 
$339,888.17. 
 
Conclusion 
Council staff will continue take action against all outstanding Debtors. This action will include the 
utilisation of the external Debt Recovery Agency to assist with non-compliant agreements or rate 
payers who do not respond to Council’s requests for payment.  
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the Outstanding Debt reports as at 30th June 2017 and endorse the action taken to 
recover the outstanding debt implemented by Council staff as presented to Council on Monday, 24th 
July 2017. 
 
Resolution 

302/2017 That Council note the Outstanding Debt reports as at 31st July 2017 and endorse the action 
taken to recover the outstanding debt implemented by Council staff as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
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Debt Analysis 31st July 2017

Rating Category

1/07/2017 

Opening 

Balance

July 2017 

Levied

Adjustment 

including 

Pen. Rebate Total

Payments to 

31/07/2017

31/07/2017 

Outstanding 

Balance

Collection of 

total 

receivable

Percentage 

outstanding

Payment 

Received 

between 

01/07/2017 to 

31/07/2017

General Rates

Ordinary Rate - Town 76,522.08 333,879.61 -13,912.50 396,489.19 52,892.69-$      343,596.50 13.34% 86.66% 52,892.69$   

Ordinary rate - Business 8,252.56 144,379.39 -219.60 152,412.35 13,569.87-$      138,842.48 8.90% 91.10% 13,569.87$   

Ordinary Rate - Farmland 60,243.53 1,085,054.27 -1,369.60 1,143,928.20 68,384.64-$      1,075,543.56 5.98% 94.02% 68,384.64$   

Ordinary Rate  - Village Occupied 19,958.63 83,649.89 -1,442.05 102,166.47 10,394.24-$      91,772.23 10.17% 89.83% 10,394.24$   

Ordinary Rate - Village Unoccupied 1,247.28 1,247.28 1,247.28 0.00% 100.00%

TOTAL TOWN 0.00

0.00

Serv Class 1 Garbage/Drainage 35,855.00 638,696.00 -16,056.08 658,494.92 75,018.18-$      583,476.74 11.39% 88.61% 75,018.18$   

Serv Class 2 Water Services 368,310.02 977,066.00 -11,112.50 1,334,263.52 94,083.75-$      1,240,179.77 7.05% 92.95% 94,083.75$   

Serv Class 3 Sewer 216,771.10 844,580.00 -10,150.00 1,051,201.10 92,180.41-$      959,020.69 8.77% 91.23% 92,180.41$   

0.00

Village Water 55,945.65 129,702.00 -1,028.13 184,619.52 10,676.03-$      173,943.49 5.78% 94.22% 10,676.03$   

Serv Class 4 Village Tips 16,856.00 -301.00 16,555.00 1,302.17-$        15,252.83 7.87% 92.13% 1,302.17$     

TOTAL VILLAGES 0.00

0.00

Interest 119,579.39 4,308.53 123,887.92 1,745.35-$        122,142.57 1.41% 98.59% 1,745.35$     

Overpayments -123,359.72 -123,359.72 103,178.52$    -20,181.20 103,178.52-$  

Legal 2,907.60 2,907.60 2,151.28-$        756.32 73.99% 26.01% 2,151.28$     

-$             

TOTAL ALL CATEGORIES 839,325.52 4,261,079.29 -55,591.46 5,044,813.35 -319,220.09 4,725,593.26 6.33% 93.67% 319,220.09$  

Total Town 705,710.76 2,938,601.00 -51,450.68 3,592,861.08 -327,744.90 3,265,116.18 9% 91%

Total Villages 77,151.56 230,207.89 -2,771.18 304,588.27 -22,372.44 282,215.83 7% 93%

Total Farm Land 60,243.53 1,085,054.27 -1,369.60 1,143,928.20 -68,384.64 1,075,543.56 6% 94%

Water Billing

Arrears 

07/07/2017 Current year Interest Total

Arrears 

31/07/2017 Current year Interest Total

Payment 

received 

07/07/2017 to 

31/07/2017

175,493.23$  87,778.86$    38,333.17$  301,605.26$  168,787.93$    73,971.68$   38,177.57$   280,937.18$ 20,668.08$   

Totals 175,493.23$  87,778.86$    38,333.17$  301,605.26$  168,787.93$    73,971.68$   38,177.57$   280,937.18$ 20,668.08$   

Total payment received excluding overpayment 236,709.65$  
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File No: F1.4.6 

Report: 449/2017  Financial Assistance Grant 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
The Minister for Local Government, the Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, and the Australian Government 
have approved the Grants Commission’s recommendation for the 2017-2018 financial assistance 
grants. 
 
Background 
Council estimated a total of $5,289,462 for the Financial Assistance Grant component of the 2017-
2018 year the conformation shows a further $231,011 will be provided to Council less $6,596 for 
indexation bring the total additional payment for 2017-2018 to $5,513,877. 
 

 Actual 
2016/2017 

Budgeted 
2017/2018 

Confirmed Increase from 
2016/2017 

Increase from 
Budgeted 

General $3,517,002 $3,517,002 $3,678,973 $161,971 $161,971 

Roads $1,772,460 $1,772,460 $1,834,904 $62,444 $62,444 

Total $5,289,462 $5,289,462 $5,513,877 $224,415 $224,415 

 
Discussion/Comment 
The 2017-2018 payments are made up of the entitlement for 2017-2018 less an advanced payment 
made to Council in June and less an amount for overpayment that occurred in 2016-2017. 
 
The overpayment was the result of CPI and Population adjustment this was a reflection of the 
census undertaken in August 2016 that has shown a decrease in population for the Bourke Local 
Government Area 
 
As part of the May budget, the Australian Government announced that it would bring forward the 
first and second quarterly payments of the 2017-2018 Local Government Financial Assistance 
Grants. Council received payment of $2,727,607 on the 26th June 2017. 
 
Total payment of financial assistance grant to be received in 2017-2018 will be $2,786,270. This 
payment will be paid in four equal payments of $696,567.50 in August, November, February and 
May. 
 
Financial Implications/Consideration 
The additional funds from the financial assistance grant include $161,971 for the general purpose 
component of the grant and $62,444 for the local roads component of the grant bringing the total 
increase for 2017-2018 to $224,415. 
 
Conclusion 
Management are of the view that the additional funds be contributed to an asset renewal reserve. 
This will ensure that funding is available for some of the provision of Councils depreciation which is 
currently unfunded.  
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Resolution 

303/2017 That Council notes the report detailing the Financial Assistance Grant recommendation for 
2017-2018 and that a determination as to the utilisation of the additional funds take place at the 
September Quarterly Review. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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MANAGER TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT REPORT  

 

File No:  T4.1 

Report: 508/2017  Growing Local Economies Fund 

Responsible Officer: Charles Liggett, Manager of Tourism & Economic Development 

 
Background: 
The Growing Local Economies Fund is the largest segment of the Regional Growth Fund announced 
by the NSW Government in July 2017.  
 
The purpose of the fund is to develop the enabling infrastructure and invest in projects to support 
job creation and economic growth in regional NSW. Details relating to the fund were announced on 
Friday, 18th August and can be found here https://www.nsw.gov.au/improving-nsw/regional-
nsw/regional-growth-fund/growing-local-economies/  
 
Recommendation:  
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution  

304/2017 That a further report be bought back to Council as the information becomes available. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
9.50 am The General Manager arrived at the meeting   

https://www.nsw.gov.au/improving-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-growth-fund/growing-local-economies/
https://www.nsw.gov.au/improving-nsw/regional-nsw/regional-growth-fund/growing-local-economies/
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Resolution at 9.55am 

305/2017 That Council suspend standing orders to conduct Open Forum. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

¶ Tanya Jackson – Outback Division of General Practice 

¶ Shirley Riches – Main Streets Beautification 

¶ Dr Sally Torr – Senior Citizens Building 
 
Resolution at 11.08am 

306/2017 That Council resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 
Resolution at 11.25am 

307/2017 That Council suspend Standing Orders for an update from Detective Inspector Rod Grant 
from Darling River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried  

 
The General Manager left the meeting at 11.46am 
 

Resolution 11.50am 

308/2017 That Council resume Standing Orders. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 509/2017 Proposal to Establish a Tourism Advisory Committee 

Responsible Officer: Charles Liggett, Manager of Tourism and Economic Development  

 
Introduction 
Regional tourism has a close relationship with Local Government that includes regional marketing, 
infrastructure planning and service delivery.  Local Government investment in the local industry is 
essential to the health of the tourism industry and its ongoing growth. The complex 
interrelationships is founded on an understanding of the economic and social benefits tourism can 
bring to local communities and mutual respect for the role each other plays in enabling economic 
growth.  
 
Regional Tourism Organisations in NSW  
There has been a restructure of Regional Tourism Organisations (RTOs) and the subsequent focus of 
their activity and mechanisms for cooperation remain unclear. However, it is a signal to 
communities that the NSW Government believes tourism is a serious business and regional 
marketing is worthy of investment. 
 
Destination Management Plans 
To that end, we need closer cooperation with our neighbours and industry players to construct a 
destination management plan, developed in partnership with all stakeholders to provide a vision 
and direction for tourism development. This will identify how we propose to achieve agreed targets 
through management, development and promotion of our region’s unique assets.  
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Engagement with Local Government 
Local Government especially has to provide a balance between the social and economic needs of 
communities and the visitor industry presents both opportunities and challenges. The local tourism 
industry needs to work with Council to ensure they have the right information to make decisions on 
infrastructure that satisfy visitor demands and community values and expectations. This is best 
achieved by working in partnership. 
 
Regional Funding 
The visitor industry also needs to play its part in investment decisions, particularly around funding 
mechanisms and the use of targeted rates and/or other rating options. These rates often provide 
the Council with revenue to invest in development and promotion of the visitor industry.  
 
Recommendation: 
1. That the proposal to establish a Tourism Advisory Committee be discussed. 
2. That the information in the Manager of Tourism & Economic Development as presented to 

Council on Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
3. That should a need for a Tourism Advisory Committee be agreed then the draft Charter as 

attached be adopted. 
 
Motion 
1. That the proposal to establish a Tourism Advisory Committee be adopted. 
2. That the information in the Manager of Tourism & Economic Development as presented to 

Council on Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
3. That should a need for a Tourism Advisory Committee be agreed then the draft Charter as 

attached be adopted in principle. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Moved Cr Barton   Lost 
 
Resolution 

309/2017  
1. That the proposal to establish a Tourism Advisory Committee be adopted.  
2. That the information in the Manager of Tourism & Economic Development’s report as presented 

to Council on Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
3. That the Bourke Tourism Advisory Committee Charter as attached be adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
 
Charles Liggett 
Manager of Tourism & Economic Development 
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BOURKE TOURISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHARTER 

 
1. NAME  
Bourke Tourism Advisory Committee 

 
2. STATUS 
The Committee shall be established in accordance with section 355 of the Local Government 1993. 

 
3. ESTABLISHMENT  
The Committee was established by resolution of Council on Monday, 28th August 2017 

 
4. FUNCTION 
Recognising the importance of tourism as an economic driver for the region, Bourke Shire Council will 
establish a Tourism Advisory Committee to serve as a guide for tourism development and destination 
management, in order to assist the sustainable growth of this important industry sector. 
 
A proactive Tourism Advisory Committee (TAC) is crucial in achieving the objectives of an industry led 
destination management plan for the Bourke Shire. One of the catalyst projects will be to revitalize 
industry cooperation and align the efforts of the local tourism industry with regional, state and 
national priorities to create a seamless message for visitors. The TAC will play a lead role in the 
delivery of this and other projects and implement pertinent aspects of the economic development 
strategy being prepared by the Department of Premier and Cabinet.  
 
The Tourism Advisory Committee is to provide a mechanism to ensure that significant issues affecting 
the tourism industry within the Bourke Shire Council are clearly identified and are raised in the 
appropriate forums. 

 
5. TERMS OF REFERENCE:  
Provide advice to Council in relation to matters specific to the tourism industry:- 
a. Implement the tourism aspects of the ‘Bourke Shire Functional Economic Development Strategy’ 

being prepared by the Department of Premier and Cabinet 
b. Encourage a collaborative approach to the development of the tourism industry in the Bourke Shire. 
c. Act as a conduit between the Bourke Shire Tourism Industry and Council, and in turn back to 

industry. 
d. Act as advocates for the activities implemented through TAC. 
e. Constructively work with all stakeholders to ensure Bourke Shire maintains a competitive position 

within the Outback NSW tourism market.  
f. Ensure that the priorities identified by TAC are outcome focused and deliver a value added 

proposition. 
g. Develop strategic partnerships with key stakeholders such as 

I. Destination NSW 
II. Destination Country and Outback NSW 

III. Tourism Australia 
IV. Kidman Way Promotional Committee 
V. Kamilaroi Way Marketing  

VI. Other as may be established 
h. To articulate major issues to the other tiers of Government on behalf of the Bourke tourism 

industry. 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 81 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

6. MEMBERSHIP 
The committee membership should reflect a diversity of professional tourism interests.  Councils 
Tourism Advisory Committee will consist of representatives from the following sectors/groups:- 
• Three (3) members of the Tourism Industry 
• Three (3) Councillors, Bourke Shire Council………  
• One (1) Representative of National Parks & Wildlife 
• The Committee will have the power to co-opt additional persons on an as needs basis 
 
The Meeting will be attended by the following Council staff:- (advisory and service capacity only) 
• Manager Tourism  and Economic Development  
• In addition Council representation on the TAC may include: 

o Visitor Information Centre Manager 
o Captain of PV Jandra 
o Other officers on an as needs basis 

The above mentioned Council officers will be encouraged to contribute items and information for 
consideration by TAC, but will not have voting rights. 

 
7. APPOINTMENT OF COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
The appointment of members and office bearers shall be confirmed annually at the ordinary meeting 
of the Bourke Shire Council in September to review membership of its Committees. 

 
8. TERM OF THE COMMITTEE 
The Committee members shall serve from the date of appointment or until the next election referred 
to in clause 7. 
 
The Committee may be dissolved at any time by a resolution of Council. 
 

9. ROLE OF THE MAYOR 
The Mayor will Chair the inaugural meeting of the committee and oversee the election of office 
bearers. 
 

Thereafter the Mayor will annually Chair a meeting of the TAC to confirm membership of the 
committee and office bearers. 
 

10. THE CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON 
1. The Committee will elect a Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson from their membership. 
2. The Deputy Chairperson will chair all meetings in the absence of the Chairperson 
3. If both the Chairperson and the Deputy Chairperson are absent a Chairperson shall be elected from 

those present. 
 

11. CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE   
The provisions of Councils adopted Code of Meeting Practice shall provide the basis for the operation 
of the committee as applicable. 
 

12. POWERS 
a) The Committee is an advisory committee and shall not have the power to incur expenditure, 

unless specifically delegated authority to do so under the provisions of Section 377 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

(b)  The Committee shall not have the power to bind the Council unless being given specific delegated 
authority to do so by resolution of Council 
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13. DELEGATIONS 
Nil 

 
14. PUBLIC ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS 
Meetings of the Committee are not opened to the public unless specifically advertised to be so. 
 

15. TIMETABLE OF MEETINGS 
Meetings will be held at least on a quarterly basis and will be convened by the Manager Tourism and 
Economic Development in Consultation with the Chairman. 
The Manager Tourism and Economic Development must send to each Member at least (7) days’ prior 
to each meeting of the Committee a notice specifying:- 
a) The time and place at which the meeting is to be held 
b) The business propose to be transacted at the meeting 
c) In the case of a meeting being called in an emergency less than seven (7) days’ notice may be given. 

  
16. PROVISION OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
The Manager Tourism and Economic Development will provide the administrative support to the 
Committee including the preparation and circulation of the agendas and the taking and circulation of 
minutes. 

 
17. RECOMMENDATIONS 
a. Any recommendation of the Committee, or any portions thereof, may be amended by the 

Council in any manner that the Council may think fit or may be referred back to the Committee 
for further consideration. 

b. The minutes together with any recommendations from the meeting shall be submitted to the 
next available meeting of Council for consideration. 

 
18. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS 
The Committee must ensure that full and accurate minutes of the proceedings of its meetings are 
kept. 
 
19. CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Code of Conduct of Bourke Shire Council shall apply. 
 
20. QUORUM 
A quorum shall be at least four (4) members 
 
21. VENUE 
Unless otherwise specified in the meeting notice the venue for all meetings of the committee shall 
be Council Chambers 29 Mitchell Street Bourke. 
 
22. RESPONSIBLE MANAGER 
The Manager Tourism and Economic Development will be responsible for the coordination of the 
TAC. 
 
 
 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 83 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

 
Councillors Stutsel and Bartley have submitted the following Notice of Motion as attached that they 

would like considered at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on Monday, 28th August 2017. 

We seek Council’s consideration of the following motion at the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be 

held on Monday, 28th August 2017.       

Cr Ford returned to the meeting at 12.37pm  

Cr Ford left the meeting at 12.43pm 

 

 
 
Motion 

That Council adjourn the discussion to the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in September 2017. 
Moved Cr Thompson    Seconded Cr Bartley     Lost  

 
The Mayor adjourned the meeting to allow Cr Stutsel the opportunity to clarify his motion and the 
Acting General Manager to seek advice in relation of the ability of the Motion to proceed.  
 
Following advice received by the Acting General Manager, Cr Stutsel withdrew the Notice of Motion   

File No R6.1W2.2.19-W4.1 

Report: 0004/2017 Submission – Water Management (General) Regulation 2017 

Author Councillor Robert Stutsel  
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NOTICE OF RESCISSION MOTION 

 

 

 
Councillors Bartley, Stutsel and Davis have submitted the following Notice of Rescission as attached 
in respect to Motion NO 297/2017. 
 
Given the motion to be rescinded relates to a decision made in Closed Council it would be 
appropriate that further consideration of the report that was considered in Closed Council be once 
again considered in Closed Council. 
 
Recommendation 
That the Rescission Motion - Naming of Rest Areas be dealt with in Closed Session of Council. 
 
Resolution at 11.59am 

310/2017 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 
personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the 
personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 
  

File No R7.7.1 

Report: 0005/2017 Rescission Motion - Naming of Rest Areas 

Author Councillors Victor Bartley/Robert Stutsel/Sally Davis 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a), the public were invited to make representations 
to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting should be closed 
to consider the identified report, being the Rescission Motion lodged in respect of Motion 297/2017 - 
Naming of Rest Areas on State Highways – CONFIDENTIAL 

 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution at 11.59 

311/2017 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late 

reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Barton   Seconded Cr Davis   Carried 

 
 
Resolution at 12.30pm  

312/2017 That Council move out of closed session 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
The Mayor reported that the following motions were moved whilst Council were in closed Council 
 
Resolution 

313/2017 That Council rescind Motion 297/2017 resolved at the July 2017 meeting dealing with the 
naming of rest areas on the State Highways. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried  

 
Resolution 

314/2017 That the report in relation to the naming of the rest areas on the State Highways within 
Bourke Shire be brought back to the September Council meeting. 
Moved Cr Bartley       Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 86 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: C12.15-C20.6.8-D5.1-D5.2-M2.2 

Report: 915/2017 2017 Cunnamulla Fella Festival – Land Transport PBR Bull Ride Mayor’s 
Challenge 

Author: Liz Land, 2017 Cunnamulla Fella Festival Coordinator  

 
Inviting Bourke Shire Council to participate in the “Mayor’s Challenge” to be contested at the 
Annual 2017 Land Transport PBR Bull Ride on Saturday, 26th August 2017. 
 
Resolution 

315/2017 Due to receiving the invitation between Council Meetings, the General Manager authorised 
the payment of $150 for Bourke Shire Council to once again to participate in the “2017 Cunnamulla 
Fella Festival – Land Transport PBR Bull Ride Mayor’s Challenge” 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No: D4.7 

Report: 916/2017 Minutes of the OROC Board Meeting of Friday, 4th August 2017 

Author: Belinda Barlow, Executive Officer - OROC 

 
Attached are the Minutes of the OROC Board Meeting at Mid-Western Regional Council of Friday, 
4th August 2017. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s information 
 
Resolution 

316/2017 That Council note the information contained in the Minutes of the OROC Board Meeting of 
Friday, 4th August 2017 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 

 
 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 87 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 88 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

Minutes of the OROC Board Meeting 
held at 

The Stables Complex 
Mid-Western Regional Council 

on Friday 4th August 2017 
at 9.15 am  

 

1. Meeting Open  

 
Chair: Clr Rex Wilson, OROC Chair  
 
Present: Steve Loane, General Manager Warrumbungle Shire Council; Michael Kneipp, Administrator 
Dubbo Regional Council; Mark Riley, General Manager Dubbo Regional Council. Clr Doug Batten, Gilgandra 
Shire, Clr Des Kennedy, Mayor Mid-Western Regional; Simon Jones, Acting General Manager Mid-Western 
Regional; Clr Ray Donald, Mayor Bogan Shire; Jeff Sowiak, General Manager Brewarrina Shire General 
Manager;  Clr Phillip O’Connor, Brewarrina Shire; Clr Barry Holman, Mayor Bourke Shire; Ross Earl, General 
Manager Bourke Shire; Jane Redden, General Manager Narromine Shire; Clr Craig Davies, Mayor Narromine 
Shire; Clr Peter Abbott, Deputy Mayor Cobar Shire; David Neeves, General Manager Gilgandra Shire and 
Belinda Barlow OROC Executive Officer.  
 
Guests: Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resources and Western NSW The Hon Rick Colless MLC; Daryl 
McGregor, LMWUA; David Swann, LMWUA; Geoff McKechnie, NSW Police Assistant Commission Western 
Region; Gary Worboys, Deputy Commissioner Regional Field Operations; Margaret Crawford Auditor 
General of NSW; David Nolan, Director Financial Audit Services and Jo Manion, Senior Performance Analyst 
NSW Audit Office. 
 
Apologies: Clr Lilliane Brady, Mayor Cobar Shire; Don Ramsland, General Manager Walgett; Clr Peter 
Shinton, Mayor Warrumbungle Shire; Brad Cam, General Manager Mid-Western Regional; Derek Francis, 
General Manager Bogan Shire; Peter Vlatko, General Manager, Cobar Shire; Clr Michael Webb, Mayor 
Coonamble Shire; Rick Warren, General Manager Coonamble Shire and Clr Ian Woodcock, Mayor Walgett 
Shire; 
 

 Welcome to Mid-Western Regional Council  

 
Clr Des Kennedy, Mayor Mid-Western Regional Council warmly welcomed the OROC Board Members and 
guests to Mudgee and the Mid-Western Regional Council.  
 

  Apologies 
 
Motion: That the apologies be accepted by the OROC Board. 
 
Moved: Clr Ray Donald Seconded: Clr Peter Abbott CARRIED 
 

2 Guests - NSW Police Mr Gary Worboys Deputy Commissioner Regional Field Operations 
     Mr Geoff McKechnie Assistant Commissioner Western Region 
 
Mr Worboys and Mr McKechnie provided the OROC Board an update on crime, community safety and 
police recruitment in the Western Region. 

¶ There are 6 operational regions in NSW, 3 in metropolitan Sydney (Deputy Commission Lloyd) and 3 
in regional NSW (Deputy Commissioner Worboys). 

¶ Mr Worboys oversees the 3 regional areas of Southern, Northern and Western areas. 

¶ There are 11 Local Area Commands with varying crime indicators; these vary due to social 
disadvantage of communities.  
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¶ Alcohol and domestic violence is still prevalent in all communities. 

¶ Fatal motor vehicle accidents dominate across regional NSW mainly due to personal driving 
accountability this includes fatigue/driver error, absence of wearing a seatbelt and the influence of 
alcohol. 

¶ Recruitment and retention of staff continues to be a major issue for NSW Police in rural and 
regional areas. 

¶ The re-engineering of NSW Police Force is underway with flattening of structures and middle 
management. 

¶ Local Area Command (LAC) boundaries are likely to alter with a reduction in LACs and an increase in 
geographic areas for most LACs. 

¶ NSW Police housing is under review and there are many improvements and new infrastructure 
under constructed to house police in rural and remote locations. 

¶ The IProwd program has been very successful in recruiting and retaining indigenous people to the 
NSW Police force. 

¶ The review of Rural Crime undertaken by Steve Bradshaw in 2016 has not yet been released; the 
document contains several recommendations to be considered by NSW Government in the near 
future. The report has a focus on trespassing and hunting on private property. 

 
Motion:  That the Mr Worboys and Mr McKechnie be thanked for attending the OROC Board Meeting. 
 
Motion: That OROC recognise the contributions offered by Assistant Commissioner Western Region Mr 

Geoff McKechnie and NSW Police during and after the Sir Ivan Fire in February 2017. 

 
Moved: Clr Doug Batten Seconded: Clr Ray Donald CARRIED 
 
Action: Letters of thanks to be forwarded to Mr Worboys and Mr McKechnie from the OROC Board. 
 
At this juncture Mr Worboys and Mr McKechnie left the OROC Board Meeting.  
 

2. 1 Guest – NSW Audit Office 
 NSW Auditor General, Margaret Crawford; Director Financial Audit Services, David Nolan and Senior 

Performance Analysts, Jo Manion. 
  
NSW Auditor General Margaret Crawford provided the OROC Board with a synopsis of the work undertaken 
by NSW Audit Office and local government to strengthen the governance and financial oversight in the local 
government sector, ultimately offering greater consistency in the audit process, financial management and 
public accountability of local government. 
 
The NSW Auditor General and staff were thanked for attending the OROC Board Meeting. 
 
At this juncture Margaret Crawford, David Nolan and Jo Manion left the meeting. 
 

2.2 Guest – Mr Peter Halyburton Energy and Management Services  
 
The OROC Board had before it a report supplied by Mr Peter Halyburton from Energy and Management 
Services examining the feasibility of OROC Member Councils taking ownership and responsibility of street 
lighting. 
 
Mr Halyburton outlined the feasibility report and highlighted the following points in respect to the benefit 
of Councils taking ownership of street lighting: 

¶ Aligning with Councils standard responsibilities for community amenity; 

¶ Councils will have direct control over the quality of public lighting performance; 

¶ Councils will own the assets they pay for now at a lower cost; 
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¶ Labour resources will be de-centralised back to the region. 
The timing of street lighting transfer is strategically important for Councils as lighting installations become 
‘smart’ platforms to enhance security, communications and energy management adding another potential 
source of revenue particularly in urban areas. 
 
Motion:  That the OROC Board accepts Recommendations 2 and 4 of the Street Lighting report being; 
  
 That legal advice be sought to ensure there are no insurmountable legal obstacles to such a 

transfer and to identify and regulation that may need to be modified; 
 
 That OROC offers to be trial area for the NSW government in order to identify potential 

difficulties and to verify the cost benefit of such reform. 
 
Moved: Clr Doug Batten Seconded: Clr Barry Hollman  
 
Amendment: That OROC continues its investigations to take over ownership and control of all public 

 lighting assets in the area for a further report to GMAC and the ultimately the OROC 
Board  in due course. 

 
Moved: Clr Ray Donald Seconded: Mark Riley CARRIED  
 
The amendment became the Motion. 
 
Action:  Peter Halyburton to make contact with Brewarrina Shire Council and Warren Shire Council to 
discuss  
  street lighting ownership. 
 
General inquiries in respect to street lighting are to be made to OROC Executive Officer. 
 
At this juncture Peter Halyburton left the meeting. 
 

3 Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance 

 
3.1  Project Officer’s Report 
 
Motion:  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ [a²¦! tǊƻƧŜŎǘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hwh/ .ƻŀǊŘΦ  

 
Moved: Mark Riley Seconded: Clr Craig Davies CARRIED 
 
3.2  Deed of Agreement   
 
Motion:  That the LMWUA Deed of Agreement (2017) be accepted by the OROC Board. 
 
Moved: Clr Doug Batten Seconded: Clr Ray Donald CARRIED 
 
3.3 LMWUA Asset Management Group 
 
The OROC Board had before it a progress in respect to the work of the LMWUA Asset Management Group. 
 
The OROC Board noted the report.  
 
At this juncture Daryl McGregor and David Swan left the meeting. 
 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 91 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 
 
 

4 Minutes of previous OROC Board Meeting held 2nd June 2017  

 
Motion: That the minutes of the meeting of OROC Board held in Dubbo on Friday 2nd June 2017 be 

accepted. 
  
Moved: Mark Riley  Seconded: Clr Doug Batten CARRIED 
 

4.1 Business arising from previous OROC Board Meeting held 7th July 2017  
 2017/2018 NSW Budget 

 
Motion:  That the summary of the 2017-2018 NSW Budget is noted by the OROC Board. 
 
Moved: Clr Ray Donald Seconded: Clr Barry Hollman CARRIED 
 

5 Minutes of previous GMAC Minutes held 7th July 2017 
 
Motion: That the minutes of the meeting of GMAC held in Dubbo on Friday 7th July 2017 be accepted as 

a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
  
Moved: Mark Riley  Seconded: Clr Ray Donald CARRIED 
 
Motion: That the 6 recommendations and 21 determinations emanating from GMAC be adopted by the 

OROC Board. 
 
Moved: Mark Riley  Seconded: Ross Earl CARRIED 
 
Recommendations: 
1:  That the OROC Board acknowledge Ashley Wielinga’s invaluable contribution and friendship to all 

OROC Member Councils and the region, and warmly commend him on his long service to local 
government and in particular to the community of Warren. 

2:  That OROC decline the offer from CENTROC to contribute to their Street Lighting study on the 
premise that OROC continue with E&MS. The findings of the E&MS study will be presented by Peter 
Halyburton to the OROC Board Meeting on 4th August 2017.  

3:  That OROC Members keep local members informed of the long term vision for OROC to take over 
ownership and responsibility of street lighting and the considerable savings and efficiencies this can 
offer the region. 

4:  That OROC advise Review of Regional Infrastructure Coordinator, Lieutenant General Ken Gillespie 
and Executive Officer Don Murray of the current status of the OROC Street Lighting Investigative 
Study. 

5:  That the minutes of the GMAC Meeting held on 12th May 2017 be adopted. 
6:  That the LMWUA Project Officer be requested to provide a regular Project Officer’s report and 

financial report to each meeting of GMAC and OROC Board. 
 
Determinations: 
1:   That the apologies be accepted. 
2:  That GMAC notes the presentation supplied by Peter Halyburton. 
3: That Peter Halyburton be requested to liaise with Next Energy Consultants in respect to OROC’s 

Street Lighting Investigative Study that is currently being undertaken. 
4: That GMAC request E&MS to provide a summary of the OROC Street Lighting Investigative Study for 

the purposes of advocacy and promotion. 
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5:  That Energy and Management Services report to the OROC Board Meeting to be held on 4th August, 
2017 in Mudgee. 

6: That each member Council be requested to supply Energy and Management Services with an 
inventory list of Street Lights to assist in the Street Lighting Investigative Study.  

7:  That GMAC note the update provided by NSW Department of Premier and Cabinet. 
8:  That the information supplied in respect to the 2017/18 NSW State Budget be noted by GMAC.   
9:  That the LMWUA Deed of Agreement be considered by the OROC Board at its next meeting on 4th 

August 2017. 
10: That the LMWUA Project Officer be requested to update the LMWUA Work Plan.  
11:  That the information supplied in respect to LGNSW Capability Framework be noted by GMAC. 
12:  That the OROC Correspondence be noted. 
13:  That the OROC Financial report for period ending 30th June 2017 be noted. 
14:  That the Executive Officer’s report be noted. 
15:  That the OROC HR & LD Team Meeting Minutes held 18th May 2017 be noted. 
16:  That GMAC note Mid-Western Regional Council will be hosting the 2017 Local Government 

Professionals Rural Management Challenge. 
17:  That the OROC HR & LD Team be encouraged to find participants from OROC Member Councils for 

the 2017 Rural Management Challenge.  
18:  That OROC Executive Officer distributes NSW Office of Sport ‘A new way of delivery sport and active 

recreation in NSW’ discussion paper. 
19:  That OROC Executive Officer extends an invitation to NSW Office of Sport to a future GMAC Meeting. 
20:  That GMAC extend an invitation to the Information and Privacy Commissioner to attend a future 

GMAC Meeting. 
21:  The information received from WH&S Draft WHS Sector Plan be forwarded to the OROC HR & LD 

Team for attention. 
 

 OROC Board Regional Issues 

 
5.1 Central West and Orana Regional Plan, Delivery, Coordination and Monitoring Committee.  
 

The OROC Board had before it a report and correspondence from NSW Minister for Planning requesting a 
nomination from a General Manager to the Central West Orana Delivery Coordination and Monitoring 
Committee. 
 
Motion:  That Mark Riley General Manager Dubbo Regional Council and Melissa Watkins Director  

  Planning and Environment be nominated by OROC to represent the 8 Councils of the Orana 
   region to this Committee. 
 

Moved: Jeff Sowiak Seconded: Clr Doug Batten CARRIED 
 
5.2 Local Government Capability Framework 
 
The OROC Board had before it information in respect to LGNSW’s capability framework for local 
government.  
 
Motion:  That such information be noted. 
 
Moved: Clr Ray Donald  Seconded: Clr Doug Batten CARRIED 
 
5.3 Western Slopes Pipeline Community Consultative Committee 
 

The OROC Board had before it a report and correspondence in respect to Western Slopes Pipeline 
Community Consultative Committee. 
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Motion:  That the OROC Board agreed there is satisfactory local government representation  
  to the Western Slopes Pipeline Community Consultative Committee from the OROC region 
   and therefore it is not beneficial to nominate an additional local government 
representative   to this Committee.  
  

Moved: Clr Ray Donald Seconded: Clr Peter Abbott CARRIED 

6. OROC Correspondence  

 
Motion: That the OROC correspondence be accepted. 
 
Moved: Clr Doug Batten Seconded: Clr Barry Hollman CARRIED 
 

7. OROC Financial Report  

 
Motion: That the OROC financial report for the period ending 30th June 2017 be accepted by the OROC 

Board. 
  
Moved: Clr Craig Davies Seconded: Clr Ray Donald CARRIED 
 

8. OROC Executive Officer’s Report  

 
Motion: ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ hwh/ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ōŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ hwh/ .ƻŀǊŘΦ 
  
Moved: Clr Doug Batten Seconded: Clr Peter Abbott   CARRIED 
 

9. General Business  

 
9.1 OROC Strategic Plan 2016-2020 
 
Motion: That the OROC Regional Strategic Plan be adopted. 
  
Moved: Steve Loane Seconded: Clr Barry Hollman   CARRIED 
 

10. Close / Next Meeting  

 
The meeting closed at 12.45 pm. 
 
The next OROC Board Meeting is to be held on Friday 1st December 2017 in Narromine.  
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BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
ACTIVITY REPORTS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, 28th August 2017 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 109/2015 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Christopher Morrall/ Acting Roads Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed from the 4th of June 2017 to the 11th of August 
2017. 
 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR421 Bourke Shoulder Widening – Cobar Boundary Completed 

RLR1, 3,17, 24, 30,36 Top Grading Completed 

SH7 North Barringun Shoulder Widening Completed 

BAR Abattoir Entrance SH7 North  Commenced  

2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR421 Bourke Shoulder Widening – Cobar Boundary Completed 

MR 68 South Louth Road Grading Completed 

SH7 North Barringun Shoulder Widening Completed 

RLR1, 3,17, 24, 30,36 Top Grading Completed 

BAR Abattoir Entrance SH7 North  Commenced  

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 421 Bourke Shoulder Widening – Cobar Boundry Completed 

SH7 North Barringun Shoulder Widening Completed 

BAR Abattoir Entrance SH7 North Commenced  

4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

All State Highways  Patching undertaken 

Regional roads Patching undertaken 
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1. 5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 
Public toilets cleaned & maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 
Prepare grounds for Tegan’s Fitness Group  

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 
Prepare ground for commencement of Junior soccer 

Davidson Oval Prepare grounds for Tegan’s Fitness Group  
Prepare  for Senior Rugby Union Training 
Prepare for Senior League Training  
Prepare grounds for Junior League Training  
Prepare grounds for Junior  Rugby Union Training 
Prepare Grounds for Senior Rugby Union Game Day  

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 
Prepare grounds for Community Activity YOTS & playgroup every fortnight 
Community BBQ 
Eternity Aid-Community BBQ 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Training Nil 
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2. 6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily 

Cemetery Graves prepared  
Grave 27/7  
Grave 9/8 
Grave 10/8 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 
Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

General Replace old wooden bollard in Meadows Road 
Line marking in Main Street  
Pick up rubbish from Weir Road  
Remove rubbish from Shire Office 
Sweeper sweep aggregate for Airport Terminal Parking area for sealing  
Airport mowing around lights  
Sand footpaths weekly  
Cleaning of corners weekly  
Town mowing ongoing 
Town drainage from rain unblocking corners  
Relieving garbage truck  
RMS Signs boundary’s  on all roads completed   
Crusher dust Ford’s Bridge Oval  
Start to put in 5 x truck stop new bins HWY’S   
Take iron stone rocks to child care centre  
(Traffic) Stop & Go- Cobar Road car accident  
Put together new tables/chairs for HWY rest areas  
Start town tree cutting for footpaths for garbage truck & sweeper  
Fix flags Exhibition Centre   
Plant to Fords Bridge,  oval clean up after new pitch put in and a  shaded area  
Move fitters old office at depot  
Remove needle from Landmark hedge  
Crane sewer Pump Stations  
Remove dead dog from Cullie Street  
Prune trees from footpath  
Fix lose pavers in Main Street near Telstra pits 
Replace two (2) Give Way signs corner of Short & Hope Streets 
Remove old fence & rubbish from Airport  
Pick up trees front entrance of Airport 
Cold mix new gate at Airport  
Re- stand rest area signs Cobar Road from widening  
Erect new Camera Pole Cobar Road  
Pick up rubbish from road side, new Abattoir   
Fix loose pavers in Main Street  
Poison weeds Main Street in pavers  
Take Bridge truck to Louth for plumbers  
Erect stop sign front entrance of Shire Depot  
Concrete footing for new chair at wharf  
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Acting Plant Foreman 

Plant 
No 

Rego Description Work Carried Out 

150 BV55RE 2013 caterpillar 12M Replace articulation sensors, straighten rods & 
recalibrate articulation 

23 CE72MA 2015 Mazda BT 50 Changed oil, fuel filters, Checked gear box & diff, grease 

24 YCJ99S 2016 Mazda BT 50 Carry out 65,000km service, fit two way & aerial 

6 YGM48H Mazda BT 50 4x2 Carry out 30,000km service 

90 CB73JP Isuzu D/Max Replace wiper blades 

204 CL38AZ Hyster Put new battery in pump, bleed pump (had air in pump) 
service pump 

72 BC83YB 2009 John Deere Carry out 3500hr service, re-fit air cleaner cover 

92 CA52JC 2014 Western Star Replace broken bolt in adblue tank, Replace flexi exhaust 
pipe 

237 N-77487 1988 Holmwood 
Highgate 

Replaced cracked water pipes with flexi rubber hose 

68 X50802 2011 Moore Make new mud flap frame & replace flap 

78 CA80TI 2014 Isuzu 400 Twin Cab Cary out 140,000km service, adjust brakes & hand brake 

5 CD89QM Holden Colorado Fit new driving lights & re-wire, re-mount existing light 
bar to bull bar 

218 BR67WH 2012 Hino Reset radio, disconnect battery & reconnect radio 

2 BR69LX 2013 Toyota Kluger Carry out 170,000km service 

8 YCJ72Y 2015 Mazda BT 50 Carry out 40,000km service 

108 63723D Toro Put roof blower on & wire up 

158 R71372  Replace trailer plug 

172  Isuzu 1500 FXY Carry out 10,000km service 

26 AO79AH Isuzu 450 Replace driver’s seat, Repair wiring to tail lights, Wire in 
light bar to head lights, Replace receiver dryer 

27 BD40GF 2009 Isuzu 450 Repaired wire to lights, Fixed up blinkers & mudflaps 

49 CL84LV Hino Tipper Carry out 5,000km service 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino Carry out 3,500hr service on top & bottom motor, 
Replaced all engine oils, Replaced front grill & badge, 
Replace RH side blinker assembly, Replace globe in tail 
lights, Repair mud guard, Replace 2nd motor air cleaner 

303 COR74R 2013 Mazda BT 50 Carry out 70,000km service 

Gravel Deadman’s Bridge for Louth Races 
Dyna bolt new chair at Wharf  
Dyna bolt new tables Cobar Road  
Pick up tree’s from Catholic Church  
Crusher dust Coolican Oval entrance  
Concrete  for new tables Sydney Road  
Levee bank inspection for fixing all gates  
Cold mix hole entrance into lane besides butchery  

Sundry Debtors  Crusher Dust 921139 
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8. Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance 

Date – July 2017 

1 Bloxham Street Sewer Choke 

28 Wortumertie Street Sewer Choke 

14 Moculta Street Sewer Choke 

3 Yanda Street Sewer Choke 

153 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

155 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

39 Short Street Sewer Choke 

87 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

69 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

6 Wilson Street Sewer Choke 

3 Charles Street Sewer Choke 

39 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 

2 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 

133 Meadows Rd  Sewer Choke 

23 Sturt Street Sewer Choke 

11 Tarcoon Street Sewer Choke 

17 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 

18 Moculta Street Sewer Choke 

6 Glen Street Sewer Choke 

30 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

143 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

47 Oxley Street Sewer Choke 

49 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

2 Hamilton Place  Sewer Choke 

4 Hamilton Place  Sewer Choke 

18 Oxley Street Sewer Choke Internal 

69 Darling Street Sewer Choke dug main & Cleared 

42  Mertin Street Sewer Choke, replace shower & toilet system 

Clara Hart Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Back O’ Bourke 
Exhibition Cafe 

Pump grease trap 

49 Short Street Connect new 25mm raw water service 
Connect 3 new 20mm filtered water service 

10 Denman Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

70 Mertin Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

25 Mertin Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

North Bourke Airport Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

19 Moculta Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

3 Adelaide Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

40 Moculta Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

18 Adelaide Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 
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60 Anson Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

Bourke Swimming Pool Dug 100mm raw water main repair with clamp 

4 Glen Street Dug 100mm raw water main repair 25mm service 

North Bourke Dug 100mm filtered water main repair with clamp 

76 Tudor Street Dug 150mm raw water main repair 25mm service 

26 Tudor Street Dug 150mm filtered water main repair 20mm service 

23 Moculta Street  Dug 150mm filtered water main repair 20mm service 

13 Charles Street Dug 225mm filtered water main repair with clamp 

40 Wortumertie Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered service 

26 Short Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered service 

23 Mitchell Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered service 

16a Warraweena Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered service 

60 Tarcoon Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered service 

31 Mertin Street Repair 25mm raw service 

4 Short Street Repair 25mm raw service 

Kidman Camp Repair 50mm filtered main 

SES Shed North Bourke Repair leaking toilet 

Warraweena Street 
Sewer Pump Station 

Reinstall sewer pump after service 

Anson Street Sewer 
Pump Station 

Install new sewer pump 

25 Moculta Street Replace man hole lid 

Airport North Bourke Locate water & power for new fence 

Town Locate services for NBN 

Back O’ Bourke 
Exhibition Cafe 

Replace tap in toilet 

Shire Depot Repair 50mm filtered water pipe & 25mm raw water pipe 

87 Anson Street Sewer Choke dug sewer main & replace sewer boundary 

62 Tudor Street Install new sewer connection 

North Bourke Install new filtered pole line Enngonia Road 

Renshaw Complex Locate water & power for tree planters 

Anson Street Dug 225mm raw water main repair with clamp 

 

 

 

 



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 101 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 

 

 

 

 

  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 102 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

Bourke Sewerage Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

 Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

JAN 
2017 
Test 

FEB 
2017 
Test 

MAR 
2017 
Test 

APR 
2017 
Test 

MAY 
2017 
Test 

JUN 
2017 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 <2 2 <2  

pH  6.5-8.5 9.94 9.64 9.22 8.98 9.49 9.55 

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 11.9 23.6 5.9 14.4 10.8 11.8 

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 1.3 2 0.46 1.2 1.3 1.60 

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 20 152 114 38 88 94 126 

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 15 14 25 7 42 22 18 

 
Record of Water Usage 

For the period, 01/01/17 to 31/12/2017 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 
Water usage for January through to December 2017:   Yearly totals for 2017 

Water Scheme 
Annual 

Allocation 
(Ml) 

Total Usage 
For The 

Period (Ml) 
January  

Usage Year 
To Date 

(Ml) 

Daily Average 
For The 

Period (Ml) 

Daily Average 
Year To Date 

(Ml) 

Bourke Potable  52 52 1.3 1.2 

Bourke  River 3500 224 224 10.8 4.2 

North Bourke Village Raw 750 35.2 35.2 0.9 0.6 

 

¶ Rainfall in Bourke for July 2017 was  0.6ml 

¶ Hottest day for July 2017 was 29.2 degrees 

¶ Coldest day for July was -2.1 degrees 

 
Resolution 

317/2017 That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports 
as presented to Council on Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 208/2017 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Delegated 
Authority 
or Council 

Consent 
Type & 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2017/0017 

Lot A, DP 441234 
20 Sturt Street, Bourke 

Change of Use of Building to Commercial 
Use, Additions to Existing Building, Install 
Access Ramp 

Delegated DA 
2017/0018 

Lot 2, DP 527759 
11 Green Street, Bourke 

Construction of Attached Awning 

Delegated DA 
2017/0019 

Lot D, DP  
76 Tudor Street, Bourke 

Construction of Residential Garage 

Total value of Approved works for July 2017 = $148,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for July 2017  = 3 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for July 2017 = 0 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 208/2017 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Chemcert, First Aid, and WHS 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes 
trim and remove trees and poisoning, replacement of crosses and labels 

PCYC Repairs to wall & install concrete slab 

Fords Bridge Replace cricket pitch 

Medical Centre Replace cupboard and sink 

Depot Pave front area of Caretaker’s unit 

Airport Daily ARO inspections, mow airside, poison around lights 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 208/2017 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 9 0 

Seized 4 8 

Surrendered 2 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 15 8 

Euthanized 0 8 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 12 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 3 0 

Total 15 8 

Micro-chip Implantations 10 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 1583 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

¶ Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

¶ Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

¶ Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

¶ Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
 
Resolution 

318/2017 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council 
on Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 308/2017 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
27th July 2017 
 
At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 24th July 2017, Council considered a request 
from the Regional New South Wales High Productivity Road Transport Alliance to allow a trial of 
type 2 (triple) BAB and ABB quad 53.5 metre road trains from North Bourke to a property 4km 
northwest of Nyngan on the eastern side of the Mitchell Highway. 
 
An earlier application had been made to the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) which would have 
involved the trucks going along the Mitchell Highway but the route was unsatisfactory with trucks 
finding it difficult to get round some intersections and the application was unable to be granted. 
 
The subsequent request to Council involved the utilisation of Council streets and the route would 
have passed in the vicinity of the Bourke High School and Bourke Public School as well as the 
Bourke Hospital. 
 
After considering the report tabled, Council resolved not to support the application from the 
Regional New South Wales High Productivity Alliance to allow a trial of type 2 (triple) BAB and ABB 
quad 53.5 metre road trains from North Bourke to a property 4km northwest of Nyngan on the 
eastern side of the Mitchell Highway. 
 

 
At the July Meeting Councillors acknowledged the efforts of both Joyce O’Shannessy and Maree 
Weldon who for the past 24 years have been largely responsible for the coordination of “The 
Biggest Morning Tea Event” in Bourke which has resulted in over two hundred thousand dollars 
being raised over that period in support of cancer research. Joyce and Maree have enjoyed the 
support of a willing and hard working group of volunteers during that period. 
 
Both ladies were presented with a plaque in recognition of their contribution to this very 
worthwhile cause.   
 

 
The second of the Workshops to develop a Strategic Plan for the Development of Sport and 
Recreational Facilities in Bourke held last Wednesday was well attended, with most sporting groups 
within the community represented. Mark Horton from the Office of Sport in Dubbo did a good job 
in facilitating the meeting. A report detailing the results of the meetings should be to hand this 
week. 
 
There were a number of issues that were identified including training for volunteers that could be 
readily addressed and in doing so potentially, increasing the pool of volunteers. The need for an 
increased level of cooperation and coordination between the sporting groups was also identified. 
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Member for Parkes, Mark Coulton, MP, was in Bourke on Monday night and Tuesday morning. 
Mark took the opportunity to inspect the progress on the construction of the new Abattoir. Mark 
had the opportunity to meet with representatives of CAPRA Pty Ltd the proponents of the Abattoir 
together the consortium, who under the name of Darling River Goat Exports Pty Ltd will be involved 
in the operation of the abattoir once it is completed.  Mark was impressed with the progress made 
to date and was surprised by the footprint of the complex. 
 

 
I will be in Sydney next week for a meeting of the StateCover Advisory Board, of which I am a 
member, with StateCover being the Workers Compensation Insurer for the majority of   Local 
Government Councils in New South Wales. The Advisory Board meets quarterly in Sydney and aims 
at ensuring that the service being provided meets the contemporary needs of the member 
Councils. 
 

 
Whilst in Sydney I will also be meeting with Danny Lester the Deputy Ombudsman, Aboriginal 
Programmes, to further develop the position description required for the Project Officer who will 
be responsible for the implementation of the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy. 
Danny was instrumental in assisting in the development of the strategy and his ongoing input will 
be beneficial and very much appreciated. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council is still considering the projects which it intends to submit for funding Stronger 
Country Communities Fund which will see all Councils in Regional NSW receive a base funding 
amount of $750,000 a year for two (2) years. Finalisation of the projects to be submitted will 
involve consideration both the initial costs of the projects and any ongoing maintenance costs. 
Councillors earlier in the year had the opportunity to participate in an Asset Management 
Workshop which in part highlighted the need to consider “whole of life cycle costs” when 
considering undertaking asset purchases ,renewal or replacement and this will form part of the 
decision making process. 
 

 
Following the obtaining of the unanimous support of all Councils in attendance at the mid-term 
Meeting of Western Division Council will be writing to the Ministers for Agriculture at a State and 
Federal level seeking to have a more coordinated approach to the management and control of wild 
dogs. The increase in wild dogs has caused significant problems in the South Western areas of 
Queensland and North West New South Wales and the damage caused has apparently threatened 
the viability of some livestock producers. 
 
Bourke Shire Council will also consider moving a motion at the Annual Conference of Local 
Government New South Wales in December on the issue. 
 

The next meeting of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils will be held in Mudgee on Friday, 
4th August 2017. This will be the first time Mid-Western Regional Council have hosted a Meeting of 
(OROC) and it will be a good opportunity for the Council to showcase their region. 
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A reminder that the maintenance of street lights is undertaken by Essential Energy and any outages 
of streetlights should be reported to Essential Energy. 
 
Residents can report streetlight which are not functioning correctly by contacting Essential Energy 
by calling 13 20 80 or by visiting www.essentialenergy.com.au/streetlight 
 

 
Residents may see some advertisements in relation to Local Government Elections scheduled for 
the 9th September 2017. These elections are for those newly amalgamated Councils or Councils 
who had previously been considered for amalgamation and had their elections deferred last year. 
The Elections do not involve Bourke Shire Council.   
 

 
The Housing Services Division of Family and Community Services will be conducting clean-up days 
during the week commencing the 7th August 2017 and skip bins will be located in certain areas with 
Bourke to allow residents of those areas to dispose of rubbish and/or unwanted items. 
 
Council will conduct a “Fee Free Weekend” on the 5th and 6th August 2017 to complement the 
Housing Services Initiative. 
 
Please note that No tyres, fibro, asbestos, white goods paint or batteries are to be placed in the skip 
bins. These items are not included in the list of items able to be disposed of free of charge as part of 
the “Fee Free Weekend”. 
 

  
If you wish to utilise Council facilities it is important that you book the proposed date and purpose 
of use with Council’s Engineering Support staff. This ensures arrangements can be made to have 
the facilities properly prepared and any additional garbage disposal facilities in place. Most 
importantly ensure that there is no clash with other users. There is generally no fee for the use of 
the facilities, however, it is a requirement that all facilities are left clean and tidy at the conclusion 
of your event or a clean-up fee will be charged. 
 

 
The countdown is on until the Annual Louth Races to be held on the 12th August 2017 and it should 
be another great day. As usual Council staff will undertake a clean-up of the village and weather 
permitting, try and ensure that the road network in and around the Louth area is in good condition. 
The Louth Races results in a significant influx of tourist both on the day and during the lead up to 
the races and has become a “must do” for many people as its reputation as an enjoyable and well 
race meeting continues to grow. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
ά{Ƴŀƭƭ Řŀƛƭȅ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊƛƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ς ǘŜǊƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎέ 
 

 
  

http://www.essentialenergy.com.au/streetlight
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3rd August 2017 
 
The announcement last week that the State Government would not be proceeding with the forced 
amalgamations of a number of city Councils came as somewhat of a surprise, but for those Councils 
involved a very welcome surprise. Each of the candidates for the upcoming elections can now stand 
with the certainty that they will be able to serve their community without the potential threat of 
being removed from office via amalgamation part way through their term. 
 
There have been a number of comments being made regarding the future of the Far West Initiative 
(FWI) with a strong leaning to the belief that it will not proceed. 
 
Council has written to the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP and the Minister for Local 
Government, the Hon. Gabrielle Upton, MP, seeking clarification of the current status of the FWI 
and the way forward for those eight (8) Councils who had been earmarked to be part of that 
Organisation. 
 
There are still a number of issues to be clarified including whether the formation of a Joint 
Organisations of Councils (JOs) will proceed and if so the role of the JOs, their membership and the 
conditions under which all Councils will be able to access the borrowing facility established by  
T-Corp. 
 
The concept of improved service delivery in the Far West of New South Wales has, from a Local 
Government perspective, taken a back seat to potential Local Government Reform. This has been 
unfortunate as it is clear that the delivery of services from both State and Federal Government are 
in dire need of improvement. Local Government, in my view, is well placed to assist in this regard, 
being the major stable organisation in each of the communities with the capacity to have a positive 
influence. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council is one of the NSW Councils in tranche one of the Stronger Country 
Communities Fund.  Councils in tranche one have to have their application submitted by the 9th 
August 2017. Council staff have been busy working on the application and there have been a 
number of workshops at senior management level and others with Councillors to determine the 
priorities for the application for the first year. Council has $765,000 available to allocate to 
approved projects over the next two (2) financial years. 
 
Following the Councillors workshop and further consideration at the July Council meeting Council 
will be submitting two (2) applications in the first year and these are as follows:- 
 
Central Park Upgrade 
This will involve the installation of toilet facilities, a half- court basketball court, a shade sail over the 
Skate Park and improvements to the fencing around the tennis courts.  
 
Improvements to the tennis court amenities and the improvement of lighting generally within the 
complex. 
 
Central Park is a focal point for our community and is utilised by both visitors and locals alike and 
provides a broad range of facilities to cater for all sections of the community and there is a strong 
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desire that the facilities provided are commensurate with the expectations of all members of the 
community. 
 
1. Improved lighting at the Davidson and Coolican Oval  and the upgrade and  refurbishment of 

the  existing canteen facilities 

This project will see the upgrade of lighting facilities at both complexes as well as improvements to 
the canteen facilities. 
 
The Davidson and Coolican Oval Complexes are the focal point of sporting facilities in Bourke. 
 
The improvement of lighting at Davidson Oval has been one of the requests that has been put to 
Council over many years  and will  not only provide a much better facility for local groups but will 
also provide the opportunity to host representative matches. The lighting at Coolican Oval will 
provide additional training facilities and reduce the current high demand for usage of Davidson 
Oval. 
 

 
The next meeting of Council is scheduled to be held on Monday, 28th August commencing at 9.00. 
 
At this meeting the Chief Executive Officer of Maranguka, Alistair Ferguson has been invited to 
attend and give an update as to the current activities of Maranguka and their plans for the future. 
 
Council meetings are open to the public and Council encourages the input from our community and 
conducts a public forum at 10.00am on each meeting day. 
 

 
The Housing Services Division of Family and Community Services will be conducting clean-up days 
during the week commencing the 7th August 2017 and skip bins will be located in certain areas 
within Bourke to allow residents of those areas to dispose of rubbish and/or unwanted items. The 
Housing Services will notify the location of these skip bins. 
 
Council will conduct a “Fee Free Weekend” on the 5th and 6th August 2017 to complement the 
Housing Services initiative. 
 
Please note that No tyres, fibro, asbestos, white goods, paint or batteries are to be placed in the skip 
bins. These items are not included in the list of items able to be disposed of free of charge as part of 
the “Fee Free” weekend. 
 

 
The Tour de OROC which sees a bicycle ride around the Local Government areas that form the 
OROC region will again be held in 2017. The Tour de OROC aims to raise money towards the 
construction of Macquarie Homestay which is planned accommodation for people patients and 
families of patients seeking treatment at the Dubbo Base Hospital. The event commenced in 2013 
and was again successfully conducted in 2015 with over $300,000.00 being raised to date.  Each of 
the participants pays an entry fee and obtains sponsorship; whilst at a local level each of the 
communities along the way seek to supplement the funds raised by the riders by hosting funding 
raising events. The local communities also provide accommodation for the riders. 
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The event will be staged from 2nd to 7th October 2017 with a stopover planned for Bourke on the 
night of Thursday the 5th October 2017. Bourke Shire Council will be joining with Bourke Rotary Club 
in coordinating arrangements in Bourke. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council has written to the Western Local Health District seeking further information of 
the “Model of Care” that has been developed in relation to maternity services in Bourke. The 
“Model of Care” deals with both ante and post- natal care and was developed in part due to the 
concerns raised by both Council and the Community of Bourke regarding the potential erosion of 
maternity services with the closure of the “Birthing Unit” services. The model of care has apparently 
been the subject of presentations both within the Local Health District and outside the district as 
well. Council is keen to review the documentation in relation to the “Model of Care”. 
 

 
During the discussions at the last Council meeting regarding the application for Stronger Country 
Communities Fund one of the ideas put forward was the construction of signs to the entrance of 
Bourke. The discussions lead to the need for the Development of a “Signage Plan” for Bourke Shire 
to ensure that all signs erected were of a consistent standard and reflected a consistent theme 
throughout the whole of Bourke Shire. Signage forms an important marketing tool for the 
community and is an essential element to a tourism strategy. 
 

 
The dry weather has posed a number of difficulties for Councils in the west of the state with large 
unsealed road networks, as they are finding it difficult to do effective maintenance grading with a 
lack of moisture in the soil.  
 

 
The first instalment for the rates is due on the 31st August 2017. 
 
If you are having difficulties meeting your obligations in relation to the payment of rates please 
contact the Revenue Officer at Council so that, if possible, suitable arrangements can be put in 
place. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
άhƴŜ Řŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ-do your best to be a good onŜέ 
 

 
10th August 2017 
 
I travelled to Sydney last Wednesday night for a series of meetings on Thursday with the first of 
those being held at 8.00am on Thursday morning at Martin Place with the Deputy Ombudsman 
Aboriginal Programmes, Danny Lester, Peter Gibbs, Advisor to Sarah Mitchell, the Minister for 
Aboriginal Affairs and Emma Logan, the Senior Policy Advisor to the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John 
Barilaro, MP. This meeting was to progress the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy 
and the implementation of the project including the recruitment of the person to undertake the 
Project Officer’s Role. The recruitment of the Project Officer is an essential foundation stone for the 
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project and the person appointed will be key to the overall success of the project. The position will 
be hosted by Bourke Shire Council and will work closely with the existing Council staff to make a 
tangible difference to employment opportunities within Bourke Shire. 
 

 
Following that meeting I then walked to Parliament House for a meeting with Laura Clarke who is 
the Deputy Chief of Staff for the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP. Our discussions 
focussed around the future of the Far West Initiative (FWI) and the next steps for those Councils 
who had previously been earmarked for the FWI. There are a number of issues still to be resolved 
for those Councils  as well as a number of other Councils who had been deemed “Fit for the Future” 
as Rural Councils; a concept which would appear to no longer exist. In our  discussions Laura 
indicated it was hoped that clarity  of  the “where to now”, in respect all proposed changes that are 
still to be finalised will be provided prior to the Local Government elections to be held on 9th 
September 2017. These elections are for those Councils who had their elections deferred last year. 
It would appear that the concept of the FWI as previously planned will no longer be pursued.  
 
Councils will be able to maintain their association with any existing Regional Organisation of 
Councils or other body that may be formed. 
 

 
Following the meeting with Laura, I went to the quarterly meeting of the StateCover Advisory Board 
at their Offices in Margaret Street. The meeting was aimed at reviewing proposals that would 
ensure that StateCover continues to meets the needs of its member Councils into the future.  
StateCover provides Workers Compensation for over 90% of New South Wales Councils. The 
Advisory Board has only been in operation for twelve (12) months and from all indications has had a 
positive impact and as such it has been determined that it will continue for another twelve (12) 
months with the existing membership likely to remain unchanged. Members of the Advisory Board 
are from a broad cross section of Councils across the state representing the interests of 
Metropolitan, Regional and Rural Councils. I am the only representative from west of the Newell 
Highway and Bourke Shire is by far the smallest Council with representation on the Advisory Board. 
 

 
The StateCover offices are in the same building as Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) so 
I took the opportunity mid- afternoon to catch up with a number of the staff at LGNSW prior to 
going back to Macquarie Street and Parliament House where I briefly caught up with our Local 
Member for Barwon, Kevin Humphries, MP and the Parliamentary Secretary for Natural Resources 
and Western New South Wales, the Hon. Rick Colless, MLC. 
 
Discussions revolved around the funding being made available under the Regional Growth Fund and 
in particular the funding currently being allocated as part of the Stronger Regional Communities 
portion of that funding. 
 

 
On the Friday morning I was up very early to travel by car down to Mudgee with Rick Colless to 
attend the quarterly meeting of the Orana Regional Organisational of Councils (OROC) in Mudgee 
hosted by Mid-Western Regional Council which started at 9.00am 
 
The OROC meeting was again well attended and productive with the Auditor General, Barbara 
Crawford in attendance and she was accompanied by David Nolan, Director Financial Audit Services 
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and Jo Manion, Senior Performance Analysts. David is responsible for Bourke Shire Council’s overall 
audit process which is still being undertaken by Hill Rogers. Also on the agenda were the Deputy 
Commissioner Regional Field Operations, Gary Worboys and the Assistant Commissioner for 
Western Region, Geoff McKechnie. The Deputy Commissioner detailed his plans to try and make 
the operation of the various Local Area Commands (LACs) a little more effective and indicated that 
there would likely be giving consideration to boundary changes in relation to the existing LACs and 
in particular those with lower numbers of Police. Mr Worboys did indicate that prior to any changes 
there would be a considerable amount of consultation with all stakeholders, including the impacted 
communities. 
 

 
On Sunday afternoon, I will be travelling to Dubbo for a Monday morning meeting with Peter 
Whitely the Regional Manager of Training New South Wales to finalise the funding agreement in 
relation to the employment of the Project Officer to be employed to implement the various 
components of the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy. I will be accompanied by 
Charles Liggett, Council’s Manager of Tourism and Economic Development. 
 
In the afternoon, once again in Dubbo, I will be attending a meeting of the Cross-Sector Leadership 
Group which has been convened by the Minister of Family and Community Services, the Hon. Brad 
Hazzard MP, whilst Charles will be meeting with Megan Dixon from Regional Development 
Australia- Orana at the same time. 
 
The Cross-Sector Leadership Group brings together the leaders of the various organisations that 
provided services to the community of Bourke to identify issues that need to be addressed by a 
more collaborative approach. The meeting will also provide the opportunity to be updated on the 
Justice Reinvestment Initiative and the work of Maranguka. 
 
Brad Hazzard was appointed the “Champion of Bourke” by the previous Premier Mike Baird with 
part of this role to ensure the more coordinated approach to service delivery for Bourke. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council was the lead Council in a joint application with Walgett and Brewarrina Shires 
under Round 2 of the Division of Local Government’s Innovation Fund and on Thursday night at the 
Local Government Awards Night the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Gabrielle Upton 
announced that the joint application was one of those successful in obtaining funding.  
 
The Funded project called “Harmonisation of Human Resource Management: Engaging, Developing 
and Utilising Local Workforce Capability and Capacity” has attracted funding of $130,550 which will 
be utilised in the development and implementation of workforce package to increase capability and 
capacity across three (3) shire regions. Focus will be on performance improvement, capacity 
building and resource sharing, integrated human resource management practices and integrated 
work, health and safety framework. Part of the project will see the development of updated 
position descriptions and other generic forms that can be used across the three Councils and reflect 
the contemporary needs of the Councils. 
 
The success in Round 2 builds on the $380,000 the three (3) Councils obtained in Round 1 of the 
Innovation Fund for Aboriginal Community Based Environmental and Waste Management. Bourke 
Shire Council was also successful in obtaining a further $75,000.00 in Round 1 to assist in the 
integration of its software applications. 
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The  59th Annual Louth Races are on Saturday and the hard working committee lead by Jim and 
Annabelle Strachan have once again put a lot of work into the day and the races should once again 
attract a huge crowd. The Louth Races are a result of a combined effort of all sections of the Louth 
community and is indicative of what can be achieved by communities who are all working together. 
 

 
The first instalment for the rates is due on the 31st August 2017. 
 
If you are having difficulties meeting your obligations in relation to the payment of rates please 
contact the Revenue Officer at Council so that, if possible, suitable arrangements can be put in 
place. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
ά! ōŀŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ŧƭŀǘ ǘȅǊŜ - LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜέ 
 

 
17th August 2017 
 
Representatives from Bulloo Shire Council will be visiting Bourke this weekend to review the Bourke 
Tourist attractions and to look at the way that Bourke has developed into a Tourist Destination. 
There will be a combination of Councillors and staff members from Bullo Shire as well local tourist 
facility owners and operators and the visit will provide the opportunity for Bourke to showcase its 
attractions including the Jandra, Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre and the Crossley Engine.  
The group are keen to meet up with those involved in tourism within Bourke to learn from their 
experiences so any mistakes that may have been made are not replicated. Based at Thargomindah, 
Bullo Shire shares a boundary with Bourke and provides an opportunity to develop this cross border 
relationship and to capitalise on the opportunities that exist for the promotion of both Council 
areas. Whilst the group are in Bourke, Bulloo Shire Mayor, Tractor Ferguson and Bourke Mayor, 
Barry Hollman will sign a memorandum of understanding between the two (2) Councils which is the 
first step in building what should prove to be a mutually beneficial relationship.  
 
It is hoped in the not too distant future to include Brewarrina and Walgett Shires from the New 
South Wales side of the border and Paroo and Balonne Shires from the Queensland side in a 
substantially increased level of cross border cooperation and promotion in relation to tourism in 
particular.  The northwest of NSW and the south west of Queensland provide that “outback 
experience” that many tourists are seeking. 
 

 
Thargomindah was the first town in Australia, and third in the world, to produce hydro-electric 
power for street lighting by using the water pressure from the Artesian Basin. 
 
The Thargomindah Artesian Hydro Power Plant is believed to be the oldest, working unit in 
Australia, and possibly the world! 
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The next meeting of Council will be held on Monday, 28th August 2017 and a public forum will be 
held at 10.00 am with members of the public welcome to attend to raise any issues with Councils. 
Persons wishing to present at the meeting are encouraged to contact Kai Howard-Oakman on 
68308000. 
 

 
The Louth Races were once again a huge success with the village bursting at the seams to cater for 
the very large crowd which started to arrive last week and enjoy the friendly and welcome 
hospitality of the Louth community.  The road to Louth was in good condition despite the dry 
weather and I received a number of positive comments which were very much appreciated.  
 

 
The grant applications in respect of the Stronger Regional Communities Fund were lodged well 
before the deadline and Council will be looking forward to a favourable response to the applications 
which predominately reflected the views of the community through the extensive sessions of 
community consultation undertaken in the development of both the Community Strategic Plan and 
the Strategic Plan in relation to the Sporting Facilities within Bourke. 
 
The grant application for the first year includes the following items:- 
 
1. North Bourke Rejuvenation 
This application focused on upgrading facilities in North Bourke; including new toilets and shaded 
play equipment to enhance use of the North Bourke Oval. In addition, Council also intends to 
replace the boat ramp in order to allow larger boats (i.e. SES Boat) easier access to the river. 

Improved drainage works will ensure safer vehicle access and compliment the new boat ramp. Ο 
 
2. Central Park - Be Active, Social and Safe  
The Bourke Central Park is extensively used by families, young people, community groups and 
visitors to the town. This extensive upgrade will include the addition of new toilets, an all hours 
basketball/netball court, a new fence around the tennis courts, a shade sail over the skate park and 
the installation of tennis court lighting. These improvements, particularly the inclusion of public 
toilets, will further increase the use of Central Park and add to the amenity of the area. 
 
3. Davidson Park Upgrade 
The project will enhance the existing sports precinct and additional lighting will provide an 
opportunity for Davidson Oval to "rest" during winter as it is used daily, either for training or 
competition sports. In addition, an upgrade of the canteen area will increase usage and volunteer 
engagement. Improvements are designed to enhance the area, entice more volunteers to get 
involved and ensure the long-term viability of local clubs. 
 
 
It is important to note the as part of the approval process for the grants  the residents of Bourke 
will be subject to a survey from an independent  organisation seeking feedback as to whether or 
not the applications reflect the requirements of the community. As part of this process 100 people 
will be randomly selected to be asked for their opinion. 
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Council has extended an invitation to the Minister for Roads Maritime and Freight Hon Melinda 
Pavey MP to visit Bourke Shire and officially open the new bridges across the Cuttaburra Creek 
which are located approximately 150 kilometres west of Bourke. The replacement of previous 
timber bridges was part of Council’s Bridge Replacement Program which has now been completed 
with all timber bridges within Bourke Shire being replaced by concrete structures. 
 

 
The work on the new playground equipment in Jones Park has commenced and the work should be 
completed in around two (2) weeks. The additional playground equipment will be welcomed by the 
local children as well as the number of tourists who take the opportunity to stop and stretch their 
legs. Funding for the equipment has been made available from Round 2 of 2016 Social Community 
Housing Improvement Fund which is administered by the Department of Family and Community 
Services. 
 

 
While the chilly nights are still with us it is only about eight (8) weeks before the Bourke Swimming 
Pool is opened for the 2017/2018 swimming season. Work is currently being undertaken to ensure 
that the pool is in readiness for the seasons opening with the replacement of tiles where they have 
lifted and general maintenance being undertaken. The aging facility takes increased maintenance 
each year and at the possible replacement of the pool was the raised at the Strategic Planning 
meetings held recently in relation to sporting facilities. Despite its age the pool is still a very 
serviceable facility and the addition of the slash park last year has added significantly to the 
attraction of the pool. 
 

 
Six (6) new street bins have been purchased for installation in the CBD area to provide adequate 
facilities for the disposal of rubbish in the area and to ensure that the area is always neat and tidy.  
 
The bins are fully enclosed and complement the streetscape. 
 
All residents are encouraged to “do the right thing- put it in the bin”.  
 

 
The construction of the new Fitness Equipment Facility in Central Park is almost finished and should 
be available for use on the weekend. The Fitness Centre will provide 24 hour facilities for those 
wishing to build their fitness without having to go to the gym and will be a welcome addition to the 
facilities in Central Park. With other improvements in the wind for Central Park it should result in an 
increase patronage by all sectors of the community. The park already offers good facilities and is 
often the subject of a number of positive comments from tourists and visitors. 
 

 
Senior Inspector with Safe Work NSW, Keven Pile was in town last week undertaking an educative 
role with some of the local businesses and took the opportunity to call in on Council to outline 
some of the changes in legislation which may impact on Council.  
 
Worksafe NSW has a strong emphasis on education and providing advice and support for employers 
with prosecution generally being last resort. 
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CAPRA Developments Pty Ltd the proponents of the new Abattoir have engaged Bourke Shire 
Council to undertake the construction of the entrance to the complex. Given that the entrance is 
coming off a State Highway the project has to be done in accordance of the direction and 
requirements of the Roads and Maritime Services (RMS) and also in accord with the provisions of 
the development consent in relation to the project. The ability of Council’s Engineering staff to be 
able to produce work which meets all the required RMS standards and, on time, and on budget was 
no doubt a factor in the decision to utilise Council for the work. 
 

 
Quote of the Week! 
 
The past is your lesson, 
The present is your gift  
The future is your motivation 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager 
 
Resolution 

319/2017 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report:  408/2017 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the 2016/2017 period are presented for your information. 

Item July 2016 Item July 2017 

Audio Visual 253 Audio Visual 217 

Adult Fiction 211 Adult Fiction 298 

Non-Fiction 105 Non-Fiction 100 

Junior Fiction 196 Junior Fiction 113 

Magazines 53 Magazines 62 

1Interlibrary Loans 0 Interlibrary Loans 1 

Total 818 Total 791 

 
Other statistical information 

 July 2016  July 2017 

New Members 8 New Members 9 

Internet/Word Processing 159 Internet/Word Processing 138 

Wireless Tickets 3 Wireless Tickets 15 

Number of Visitors 2484 Number of Visitors 1411 

Scans 59 Scans 37 

Information Requests 62 Information Requests 97 

Technical Assistance 11 Technical Assistance 30 

Faxes 13 Faxes/Laminating 17 

 

¶ Children’s Craft and Storytime this month had 13 children attending. 

¶ The library closed this month for stocktaking. We were very pleased with the result, with very 
few items being unaccounted for. 

 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact 
the library. 
 
Resolution 

320/2017 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 28th August 2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Cole   Carried  Unstarred 

 
Jodie Hatch 
Library Manager 
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MANAGER TOURISM AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 508/2017 BOBEC and VIC July 2017 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Charles Liggett, Manager of Tourism and Economic Development  

 
Visitor numbers for the Jandra and Back O’ Bourke Centre continue their upward trend, as 
evidenced by the graph below. 
 
However, whilst visitor numbers are important they only tell part of the story.  Tourism is a sector 
of the economy where local government’s direct investment in marketing, product development 
and services is targeted   primarily   at   non-residents in the assumption that there will be a net 
positive economic and social benefit derived from the resulting visitor spending. 
 
To that end we require a better understanding of local expenditure patterns to appreciate the 
products  and  experiences  that attract  visitors  and  make informed decisions about what  type  of  
investment  needed to  enhance Bourke’s appeal. 
 

 
 
Due to the limitations of the sample size and methodology employed by Destination NSW and 
Tourism Research Australia, Council needs to consider alternative collection data methods.  Visitor 
numbers, nights spent in the region, spend per person per night and key activities need to be 
collected  across the region at various times of the year to  provide  an  accurate  sample,  and  be  
comparable  with  other  national  data  sets  to  allow  for benchmarking of results. 
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Graph showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
 
 

  
 

 
I believe data collection and information on visitor expenditure was part of the workshop 
conducted by Carolyn Childs in her workshop in May, and it is important that we improve 
collaboration between Council and visitor economy businesses.  
 
Richard Stutchbury will return to Bourke on the 21st August to continue work on the 
beautification of the town, the need to improve streetscapes and create indigenous cultural 
experiences remains part of his brief. In response to the work of Richard and Carolyn I propose 
to establish a Tourism Advisory Committee and will bring proposed terms of reference to a 
Council meeting. 
 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281  
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Back ‘O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

 
 
Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January  154 113 154 110 325 56 74 115 

February  139 60 44 56 76 53 50 41 

March  304 312 207 325 271 289 350 272 

April 551 925 807 732 778 699 931 807 743 

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 801 965 954 1076 

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 1053 971 1274 1108 

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 947 1323 1458 1355 

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 822 1038 1093  

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 770 1033 972  

October 1259 1325 861 556 601 464 569 615  

November 320 512 292 136 789 143 302 275  

December 180 182 108 65 254 57 43 24  

 
Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 

Month 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

March Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 64 290 513 276 

April 1008 519 442 980 1035 888 1015 

May 932 1035 894 1123 917 1036 1203 

June 1241 1003 984 890 240 1075 1235 

July 1386 1238 1300 1059 1197 1624 1619 

August 1186 640 1194 1041 1212 1159  

September 1411 1459 1215 900 1099 638  

October 1085 760 830 631 550 Not Cruising  

November Not Cruising 423 403 Not Cruising Not Cruising   

December Not Cruising 180 20 Not Cruising Not Cruising 45  

Total 8249 7257 7282 6688 6540 6978  
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In the coming months Council will work with regional marketing organisations and neighbouring 
Councils to ascertain their interest in creating a uniform marketing strategy. 
 
Specifically:- 
• Prepare an MOU across the three dominant marketing organisations (Destination Country 
and Outback NSW, Kamilaroi Highway and the Kidman Way) to align marketing efforts under a 
single plan. 
• Support the implementation of a Digital Strategy with one call to action (one website) that 
disperses visitors to the appropriate information (or websites) as agreed. 
• Seek partner funding to develop a mobile application (or utilise an existing platform) that 
works both online and offline to push content (potentially using IBeacon technology) to those 
touring in the region. 
• Prepare a Tourism Signage Plan  
• Revitalisation of the retail area of the Visitor Information Centre and fit-out to reflect 
modern information needs. 
 
Resolution 

321/2017 That the information in the Manager of Tourism & Economic Development Activity Report 
as presented to Council on Monday, 28th August 2017 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Cole  Carried  Unstarred 

 
 
Charles Liggett 
Manager of Tourism & Economic Development 
 

 
  



These are the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the Council Chamber at 
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

This is page 122 of 124 of the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28
th

 August 2017 in the 
Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 at 9.00am 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting, Monday, 28th August 2017 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

GENERAL MANAGER 

 

File No: B3.4 

Report: 1014/2017 Strategic Land Purchase 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
 
Resolution 12.38pm 

322/2017 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed  Council under the provisions  Section 
10A (2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 
(or proposes to conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Thompson   Carried 

 

 

MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

File No: D1.1-R2.1-R2.4 

Report: 1015/2017 Outstanding Rates, Water & Debtors Accounts 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 
 

That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the personal 
hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
 
Resolution 12.38pm 

323/2017 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 
personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the 
personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Thompson   Carried 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a), the public were invited to make representations 
to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting should be closed 
to consider the identified report, being report 1015/2017 - Strategic Land Purchase – CONFIDENTIAL 

and report 1016/2017 - Outstanding Rates, Water & Debtors Accounts– CONFIDENTIAL.  
 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution at 12.50pm 

324/2017 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late 

reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Thompson   Carried 

 
Resolution at 1.06pm 

325/2017 That Council move out of Closed Council and into open Council. 
Moved  Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Rice    Carried 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The Mayor reported that the following resolutions have been passed in closed Council. 
 
Resolution  

326/2017 
1. That Council proceed with the purchase of the Lot 1 Section 2 in DP 758144 
2. The Council engage a registered surveyor to prepare the plan of subdivision or boundary 

realignment 
3. That Council approve the fixing of the seal to all relevant documentation in relation to the sale. 
4. That the funding be provided from the Infrastructure renewal reserve. 

 
Resolution 

327/2017 That Council notes the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing and Debtors 
owed to Council as at 30th June 2017. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1.08pm 


