
 

 

 
 

Minutes 
Monday, 18th April 2016  

 
Extraordinary Meeting of Council held at the  

Council Chambers at  
Bourke Shire Council Offices at  

29 Mitchell Street, Bourke,  
 

 
 
 
 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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PRESENT 

1. C12.1 

Councillors 18/01 12/02 22/02 21/03 29/03 18/04 23/05 27/06 25/07 22/08 26/09 24/10 28/11 

Cr Andrew 
Lewis 

      
 

 
   

  

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

AP      
 

 
   

  

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

 AP     
 

 
   

  

Cr Jack 
Bennett 

    A    
  

   

Cr Lachlan 
Ford 

 AP AP    
 

 
   

  

Cr Robert 
Stutsel 

   AP    
 

 
   

  

Cr Sally 
Davis 

 
9.05am    

9.05am  AP        

Cr Sarah 
Barton 

     AP 
 

 
   

  

Cr Stuart 
Johnson 

 AP   
9.05am   

 
 

 
 

 
  

Cr Victor 
Bartley 

      
 

 
   

  

 
Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager Corporate Services 

Mark Gordon Manager Road Services 

Peter Brown Manager Services 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Cr Dorrington opened the meeting with a prayer 
 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in memory of the following:- 
  Donald Lewis 
  Bruce Irwin 

Rose Knight 
Joan Gibson 
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APOLOGIES 

 
The General Manager advised that apologies had been received from Cr Barton and Cr Davis. 

 
Resolution 

153/2016 That the apologies received from Cr Barton and Cr Davis be noted and that a leave of 
absence be granted. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST  

 
Nil declarations for the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th April 2016. 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

Date Event 

21/03/2016 Council Meeting 

26/03/2016 Back to Bourke Weekend Parade 
27/03/2016 Back to Bourke Races 

29/03/2016 Extra Ordinary Meeting of Council 

31/03/2016 Western Lands Advisory Meeting in Cobar 
03/04/2016 Launch of Senior Citizens Week with Lunch at Renshaw Oval 

03/04/2016 Discussion about Road Train Access through Bourke with RMS 
12/04/2016 Dinner with Local Member Kevin Humphries and General Manager Ross Earl 

16/04/2016 Bourke P&A Show 

16/04/2016 Dinner with Local Member Kevin Humphries and General Manager Ross Earl 

 
Resolution 

154/2016 That the information in the Mayoral Minute be noted 
Moved Cr Lewis       Carried 

 

STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. The Mayor received requests to star 
additional items to be discussed. The following additional items were identified for discussion.  
 

Report No Report Name Responsible Officer 

104/2016 Engineering Services Activity Report MRS 

204/2016 Environmental Services Activity Report MES 

 
Resolution 

155/2016 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th April 2016 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 
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CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

156/2016 That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 21st March and 
the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Tuesday, 29th March 2016 be confirmed as true and 
accurate records of those meetings. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2016     

April 18th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

 25th   ANZAC Day Central Park 

May 23rd  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

June 5th   Operational Plan Distributed  

 24th   GMAC  

 27th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

July 8th  OROC Board Meeting  

 25th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

August  22nd   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

September 2nd   GMAC  

 9th   OROC Board Meeting  

 26th   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

October 24th     9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

November 18th   GMAC  

 28th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

December  2nd   OROC Board Meeting  
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 21st MARCH 2016 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That the recommendations in relation to the realignment of any 
positions be considered prior to the advertising of any vacancies.  

Ongoing 
 

The positions descriptions of positions identified within the report 
from Local Government Management Solutions as requiring 
review be undertaken in consultation with both the employee and 
any union involved. 

In progress 
 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to 
reflect current duties performed and requirements of the 
organisation. 

In progress 
 

 

163/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- Enforcement of Fines on Local Roads 

Responsible Officer Manager Road Services 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council to continue to investigate methods for enforcing fines on 
closed roads and continue to ensure that the public are aware 
that fines may be levied if vehicles are driven on closed roads 

Ongoing 

 

306/2014 CONFIDENTIAL - Proposal to Undertake Accommodation Project 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

The General Manager be authorised to further investigate the 
proposal of development of accommodation in conjunction with 
Government Departments 

FACS still progressing 

338/2014 Tourism & Development Activity Report 

Responsible Officer Manager Tourism & Development 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town Ongoing 
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67/2015 & 118/2015 & 
177/2015 & 203/2015 

Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council monitor the development of a midwifery model to 
support the antenatal and post-natal needs of the community 

Ongoing 
 

That Council continue to work the Western NSW Local Health 
District staff to re-establish full birthing services if the opportunity 
for securing the right mix of staff is made available. 

Ongoing 
 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models 
be obtained. 

Ongoing – meeting held 

 

386/2015 Return of Air Services to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council provide the successful tenderer with the use of the 
“Booking Office” at the terminal 

Fee structure being 
compiled 

A report be brought back to Council regarding the possible 
introduction of a small landing fee to off- set the additional costs 
involved in the maintenance of the terminal building 

Ongoing 

 

459/2015 CONFIDENTIAL - Bourke and District Children’s Services- Lease of 
Premises 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Lease of Premises by Bourke and District Children’s Services, be 
referred to the next Meeting of Council and the BDCS be invited to 
make a presentation to Council 

To be convened in May 
2016 

 

41/2016 Tourism – Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Manager of Tourism & Development 

Decision Action Taken 

Report be brought back to Council, as a matter of urgency, setting 
out the framework for an enhanced tourism function, by involving 
the local tourism related industries in the planning, coordination 
and execution of the tourism function. 

To be completed on 
Manager of Tourism & 
Development return from 
leave 

 

65/2016 Cross Border Issues Impacting Barringun Village 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

GM to write to the Cross Border Commissioner, James McTavish 
to have these issues resolved as a matter of urgency 

Completed 

See Manager Corporate Services Report for further information  
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98/2016 Restart NSW Water Security for Regions, Water and Waste Water Backlog 
Funding 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

Staff provide a report on options regarding the project 
management of these works 

Completed 

 

101/2016 Appointment of  Design Consultant and Project Manager for  Splash Park at 
the Pool Complex 

Responsible Officer General Manager & Manager Environmental Services 

Decision Action Taken 

That the General Manager negotiate the appointment of  Mr 
Stephen Johannson to undertake the design and project 
management of the splash park  

Agreement Reached 

That Council proceed to open tender as soon as practical  

 

102/2016 Bridge over the Bogan River at Beemery 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

The Minister for Roads, the Hon Duncan Gay, MLC be invited to 
visit Bourke and officiate at the naming ceremony of “The Wayne 
O’Mally Bridge”. 

Invitation sent 

 

119/2016 Proposed timetable for finalisation of the Operation Plan 2016/2017 and 
Delivery Program 2013/2017 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

Decision Action Taken 

119/2016 That Council confirm the proposed timetable for 
finalisation of the Operation Plan 2016/2017 and Delivery Program 
2013/2017 as follows: 

 
Completed 
 

Monday 21st March 2016 - Consideration and Determination of 
Draft Operational Plan and Delivery Program 

Completed 

Thursday 31st March 2016 Disseminate required public notice 
calling for submissions on Draft Operational Plan and Delivery 
Program. 

 
Completed 

Monday 2nd May 2016 - Closing date for receipt of submissions. Ongoing 

Monday 23rd May 2016 - Proposed adoption of Operational Plan 
2016/2017 and Delivery Program for 2013-2017, after due 
consideration of any submissions received. 

Ongoing 
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124/2016 Community Contribution – Bourke Joeys Soccer Club 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

Council investigate alternate options to overcome the 
indiscriminate disposal of syringes in the precinct 

Under investigation 

 

125/2016 Community Contribution – Bourke Joeys Soccer Club 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

Advise the Junior Soccer Club that they cannot accede to their 
request for $500 to assist in the purchase of sporting equipment. 

Completed 

 

127/2016 Request for Financial Assistance for State Swimming 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

Decision Action Taken 

Council advise that they are unable to accede to the request for 
$500.00 towards the costs incurred in attending the State 
Swimming Championships to be held in Sydney in early April 2016 

Completed 

 
Resolution 

157/2016 That the information in the Business Arising as presented on Monday, 18th April 2016 be 
received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: T5.1 

Report: 203/2016 Bourke DCP  2012 Amendment Number 1 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Introduction  
The Bourke LEP Amendment Number 1 has recently been made.  When adopting the Draft LEP it 
was also resolved to make amendments to the Development Control Plan (DCP) to make 
provision for access to the land rezoned at North Bourke to ensure that it is not from the Main 
Road. 
 
DCP Amendment 
The amendment to the DCP was exhibited from 24 September to 25 October 2015 with 
advertisements in the local papers as well as the amendment being posted on the Council 
website.  
 
There were no submissions made to the exhibition. 
 
It would be appropriate for the Council to now make the DCP by resolving to adopt the 
amendment.  The amendment will also become into effect on the date of adoption. 
 
Resolution 

158/2016 
1. That Council adopt the amendment number 1 to Bourke DCP 2012. 
2. That the amendment becomes effective from the date of this Council meeting. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Johnson   Carried  Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No L8.33 

Report: 327/2016 Far West Initiative 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
A meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee (FWIAC) was held in Wentworth on 
Wednesday the 6th April 2016. 
 
In addition to the members FWIAC and observers the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. 
Paul Toole, MP and two (2) of his advisors were also in attendance. 
 
Current Situation: 
The meeting focussed on the discussion on a variety of potential models for the Far West 
Initiative for inclusion in a “Discussion Paper “to be released later in the year. 
 
The FWI involves a review of service delivery amongst all tiers of Government and may take 
some time to finalise. 
 
There is no definitive timeframe for the release of the “Discussion Paper” at this stage. 
 
 Councils in the Far West Initiative will be holding their elections in September 2016. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The direct cost involved for Council were the cost of travel and accommodation which would be 
covered by Councils normal budgetary allocations, there are indirect costs including staff time. 
 
Resolution 

159/2016 That the report on the in relation to the meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory 
Committee held on the 6th April be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson  Carried  Unstarred 
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File No E2.3.5 

Report: 328/2016  Local Government Elections September 2016 - Polling Places 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, elections for New South Wales Councils 
are to be held in accordance with section 287 of that Act. 
 
287 When is an ordinary election of councillors held?  

(1) An ordinary election of the councillors for an area is to be held on the second Saturday of 
September 2008 and on the second Saturday of September in every fourth year after 
2008.  
 

(2) An election of the councillors for an area is to be held on a Saturday proclaimed for the 
purpose if:  
(a) the area is constituted after the commencement of this Part, or  
(b) the council for the area is dismissed, or  
(c) the council is declared to be non-functioning under section 257.  
 
As such the elections for Bourke Shire are scheduled for Saturday 10th September 2016 
 
Current Situation: 
The Minister for Local Government the Hon. Paul Toole, MP has indicated that any change from 
the currently legislated date can only be made via a change to that legislation, the date for the 
election for those Councils not currently involved in merger proposal will remain the 10th 
September 2016. 
 
Council has previously resolved that the elections for Bourke Shire Council will be run by The 
New South Wales Electoral Commission (NSWEC).  
 
The NSWEC have started preparations for the elections which are under five (5) months away. 
 
As part of that process they are looking at the locations of polling booths and offices for both the 
Returning Officer and Pre-Polling and a copy of the proposed locations is attached (Appendix 2). 
 
The change to the polling booths from 2012 to that proposed for 2016 will see the booths at 
both Louth and Wanaaring no longer operational. 
 
The people in those areas would either have to utilise postal voting, pre-poll or travel to Bourke 
on the Election Day. 
 
The proposed booths are exactly the same as utilised for the most recent State Election. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The cost of the quadrennial election for Bourke Shire Council is budgeted for each year and a 
reserve established so that the cost is spread over the four (4) years. 
 
The cost to Council for the 2012 Elections was $27,620.82 and the estimated figure for 2016 is 
similar, but no doubt reflects the reduction of the two (2) polling places. 



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 18
th

 April 2016 at 9.00am 

This is page 12 of 65 the Minutes the ordinary meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 18
th

 April 
2016 at 9.00am 

 
If Council were to seek to retain the polling booths at Louth and Wanaaring it will no doubt 
impact on that cost and while it is difficult to say it might be in the order of $1,500.00 -$2,000.00 
per booth. 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That Council review the  schedule of proposed polling places and determine as to whether or 

not they wish to ask the NSWEC to increase the number of polling places having regard  to the 
cost involved and the votes taken at each of the locations. 

2. That the NSWEC be advised of any proposed changes 
 
Resolution  

160/2016 That Council ask for the inclusion of Louth and Wanaaring as polling places in the next 
Local Government Election. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
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This is page 16 of 63 the business paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber 
on Monday, 18th April 2016 at 9.00am 

File No E2.3.5 

Report: 329/2016 Local Government Elections 2016 - Key Dates 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Act elections for New South Wales Councils are to be 
held in accordance with section 287 of that Act. 
 
287 When is an ordinary election of councillors held?  

(2) An ordinary election of the councillors for an area is to be held on the second Saturday of 
September 2008 and on the second Saturday of September in every fourth year after 2008.  
 

(2) An election of the councillors for an area is to be held on a Saturday proclaimed for the purpose if:  
(a) the area is constituted after the commencement of this Part, or  
(b) the council for the area is dismissed, or  
(c) the council is declared to be non-functioning under section 257.  
 
As such the elections for Bourke Shire are scheduled for Saturday, 10th September 2016 
 
Current Situation: 
Council has previously resolved that the elections for Bourke Shire Council will be run by The New 
South Wales Electoral Commission (NSWEC).  
 
The NSWEC have started preparations for the elections which are under five (5) months away. 
 
The key dates for the election have now been determined and are as follows:- 

Monday 1st August 2016     Closure Rolls 

Monday 1st August 2016  Nominations Open 

Wednesday 10th August 2016 12.00 noon Closure of nominations 

Monday 29th August 2016  Pre- Poll Voting Opens 

Friday 2nd September  Registration of Electoral Material Closes 

Monday 5th September 2016 5.00pm Applications for Postal Votes Close 

Friday 9th September 2016 6.00pm Pre-Poll Voting Closes 

Saturday 10th September 2016  Bourke Shire Council Local Government 
Elections 2016 

 
Financial Implications: 
The cost of the quadrennial election for Bourke Shire Council is budgeted for each year and a reserve 
established so that the cost is spread over the four (4) years. 
 
The cost to Council for the 2012 Elections was $27,620.82 and the estimated figure for 2016 is very 
similar although it is only an estimate and would be dependent on the number of polling places 
established. 
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Resolution  

161/2016 That the information be received on the key dates for the 2016 Local Government Elections 
be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No E2.3.5 

Report: 330/2016 Local Government Elections 2016 - Information Seminars 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Under the provisions of the Local Government Act elections for New South Wales Councils are to be 
held in accordance with section 287 of that Act. 
 
287 When is an ordinary election of councillors held?  

(3) An ordinary election of the councillors for an area is to be held on the second Saturday of 
September 2008 and on the second Saturday of September in every fourth year after 2008.  
 

(2) An election of the councillors for an area is to be held on a Saturday proclaimed for the purpose if:  
(a) the area is constituted after the commencement of this Part, or  
(b) the council for the area is dismissed, or  
(c) the council is declared to be non-functioning under section 257.  
 
As such the elections for Bourke Shire are scheduled for Saturday 10th September 2016 
 
Current Situation: 
Council has previously resolved that the elections for Bourke Shire Council will be run by The New 
South Wales Electoral Commission (NSWEC).  
 
The NSWEC have started preparations for the elections which are under five (5) months away. 
 
In previous years the NSWEC has run a series of seminars to assist prospective candidates, however, 
this will not be the case for the 2016 elections. The following is taken from information received from 
the NSWEC 
 
The primary source of information for candidates and groups is www.votensw.info. All the relevant 
registration information and forms needed by candidates and groups is on that website. On the website 
there will be a series of presentations candidates can view and listen to which outline all of the relevant 
information, requirements and key dates. The NSWEC is not undertaking face-to-face candidate 
seminars. The online presentations replace the face-to-face seminars.  
  
The NSWEC’s candidate handbook contains information about how and when to register. The 
handbook will soon be published on the website.  
  
Returning Officers have instructions to refer candidates and groups to the website to obtain the 
registration forms and information about registration. Councils should refer prospective candidates and 
groups to the www.votensw.info website for information about the registration requirements.   

http://www.votensw.info/
http://www.votensw.info/
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 Candidates and groups can contact the NSWEC directly on 1300 022 011 or email 
fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au if they have questions about registration or their election campaign finances.  
Print advertising will be undertaken by the NSWEC prior to the elections to advise candidates and 
groups of the registration requirements and to refer people to the NSWEC website. 
  
Financial Implications: 
The cost of the quadrennial election for Bourke Shire Council is budgeted for each year and a reserve 
established so that the cost is spread over the four (4) years. 
 
The cost to Council for the 2012 Elections was $$27,620.82 and the estimated figure for 2016 is 
similar, however, is only an estimate and would be dependent on the number of polling places 
established. 
 
Resolution 

162/2016 
1. Council note the information in relation to the  information sources available to potential 

candidates for the 2016 Local Government Elections 
2. That Council continue to work with the New South Wales Electoral Commission in the dissemination 

of information during the election process. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Johnson   Carried 

 

 

File No E2.3.5 

Report: 331/2016 2016 Local Government Elections 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The following is an extract from Circular 12-19 issued on 25th June 2012 in relation to caretaker 
provisions prior to an election. 
  
Clause 393B requires that the council, the General Manager or any other delegate of the council (other 
than a Joint Regional Planning Panel or the Central Sydney Planning Committee) must not exercise the 
following functions during the four weeks preceding an ordinary election (caretaker period):  

 Entering into any contract or undertaking involving an expenditure or receipt by the council of 
an amount equal to or greater than $150,000 or 1% of the council’s revenue from rates in the 
preceding financial year (whichever is the larger).  

 Determining a controversial development application, except where a failure to make such a 
determination would give rise to a deemed refusal, or such a deemed refusal arose before the 
commencement of the caretaker period. The term “controversial development application” is 
defined as one for which at least 25 persons have made submissions by way of objection.  

 Appointing or renewing the appointment of the General Manager or terminating their 
employment. (This does not include the appointment of an acting or temporary General 
Manager).  

 
In particular cases these functions may be exercised with the approval of the Minister.  
 
Current Situation: 

mailto:fdc@elections.nsw.gov.au
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Council needs to be mindful of the provisions of clause 393B of the local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 when calling tenders for any works or supply of equipment. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There should be no significant financial implications for Council, however, Council needs to be aware 
of the caretaker provisions when considering the closing date for any tenders which could in turn 
impact on the ability for Council to determine tenders called for in a timely manner. 
 
Resolution  

163/2016 That the information regarding the provisions of clause 393B of the local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson  Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 420/2016 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st March 2016 

Balances as per Bank Statement $901,539.32 

Plus: Deposit not shown $796.25 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $10,835.56 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $30,856.58 

Balance as per Cash Book $860,643.43 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st March 2016 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $8,452,884.71 $200,000.00 

Water $3,422,523.88  

Sewer $943,987.78  

Trust $188,956.81  

Total Funds $13,008,353.18  

 
Investments as at 31st March 2016 

National Australia Bank $1,436,656.81 3.00 % 305 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 3.05 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,530,246.58 3.05 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,264,803.45 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,630.72 3.00 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $405,562.22 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,081,595.38 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $629,499.59 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $720,489.77 2.95 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $608,586,42 3.00 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,069,009.07 3.05 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $370,629.74 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $12,147,709.75    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that 
the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31st March 2016 

Balance as per cash book $860,643.43 

Investments $12,147,709.75 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $13,008,353.18 



Minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 18
th

 April 2016 at 9.00am 

This is page 19 of 65 the Minutes the ordinary meeting of Council held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 18
th

 April 2016 
at 9.00am 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st March 2016 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 29th February 2015  31st March 2016 

General Fund $9,576,114.10 -$1,123,229.39 $8,452,884.71 

Water Fund $3,309,065.12 $113,458.76 $3,422,523.88 

Sewer Fund $922,978.23 $21,009.55 $943,987.78 

Trust Fund $177,030.34 $11,926.47 $188,956.81 

Investments -$12,074,885.55 -$72,824.20 -$12,147,709.75 

Totals $1,910,302.24 -$1,049,658.81 $860,643.43 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 29th February 2016           $1,910,302.24 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $151,122.16 

(b) Other Cash  $488,134.90 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $1,616,091.67 

(b) New Investment  $72,824.20 

Balance as 31st March 2016 $860,643.43 

 
Resolution 

164/2016 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st March 2016 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 421/2016 Investment Report as at 31st March 2016 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
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Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2015/16 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 2.95%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and 
Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st March 2016 is $12,147,709.75. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31st March 2016 is $259,915.51. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows:- 
 
Investments as at 31st March 2016 

National Australia Bank $1,436,656.81 3.00 % 305 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 3.05 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,530,246.58 3.05 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,264,803.45 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,630.72 3.00 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $405,562.22 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,081,595.38 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $629,499.59 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $720,489.77 2.95 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $608,586,42 3.00 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,069,009.07 3.05 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $370,629.74 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $12,147,709.75    

 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  100 % 
Average Investment Yield   2.99% 
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Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $72,824.20 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The investment 
portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new cap 
of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance with 
Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

165/2016 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st March 2016 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: A3.14 – V1.11 

Report: 422/2016 Cross Border Issues Impacting Barringun Village 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
At the February Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council resolved to write to the cross-border 
Commissioner, James McTavish to request assistance with the cross-border issue impacting the village 
of Barringun 
 
It had become apparent the services and organisations which are reliant on electronic mapping and 
addressing services which incorrectly locate Barringun within the Paroo Shire in Queensland, rather 
than Bourke Shire Council area. 
 
Background 
Council commenced work on rural addressing in 2008. Rural addressing is a collaborative community 
project administered by Land and Property Information and local councils. Rural addressing assigns an 
individual number to a property in accordance with rules set by Land and Property Information 
 
Rural addressing provides a standardised means of locating rural properties (Australia-wide) with a 
system that is accurate, easy to understand and easy to apply. 
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Current Situation 
Council is in the process of completing rural addressing across the whole shire and this process 
requires Council to identify localities.  A locality is a named geographical area within defined 
boundaries which represents a community or area of interest, and may be rural or urban in character. 
 
Localities enable addresses to be uniquely identified. Locality name and boundaries are endorsed by 
Local Government, then approved by the Geographical Names Board (GNB) and have to be gazetted 
prior to being fully utilized.  
 
Council did not identify Barringun as a locality when identifying localities within the shire. As a result 
the village of Barringun now falls under the locality of Enngonia on the NSW mapping systems. 
Currently Barringun is situated approximately 40 kilometres north of the QLD border on NSW mapping 
systems.  
 
Way forward 
Council is now required to write to the GNB and request that the locality of Barringun be officially 
assigned by the Board. Following are number of points that will also be provided to the Board detailing 
the reasons why the village of Barringun needs to become a locality.  

 Emergency Services dispatching centres refuse to send services from Bourke as Barringun is 
located in Qld on their systems 

 Delayed or lost mail 

 Incorrect listing of phone contacts for businesses 

 Difficulty completing transactions online which automatically populate addresses, information 
usually means transaction cannot be completed 

 
Financial Implications 
There will be a minimal costs incurred, these costs can be met by the current budget allocations. 
 
Resolution 

166/2016  
1. That Council note the report detailing the problems and suggested solutions on the cross-border 

issues impacting the Barringun village 
2. That Council request the locality of Barringun be officially assigned by the Geographical Names 

Board  
3. That Council advise the residents of Barringun of the action being taken 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
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File No: F2.2.2 

Report: 423/2016 2016/2017 Rural Fire Fighting Fund Estimates - Barwon Darling Zone 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background 
Each year the Rural Fire District across NSW are required to submit a bid for grant funding through the 
NSW Rural Fire Fighting Fund. Council/s annual bid is submitted to the Rural Fire Service and 
considered for approval in the following year. Council’s contribution towards the rural fire fighting 
fund remains at 11.7 per cent. 
 
This report presents the Rural Fire Fighting Fund Estimates – Barwon Darling Zone 2016/2017 for 
council approval. 
 
Current Situation 
The Barwon Darling Zone Rural Fire Fighting Estimates cover the Bourke and Brewarrina Shires, under 
what is termed the Barwon Darling Zone.  
 
It has been indicated to Rural Fire Service district staff that the Volunteer and Statewide Support Fund 
(VASS) component of the bid is likely to increase significantly in coming years. 
 
Local Government across NSW is obligated to contribute 11.7per cent of the overall operational costs 
for the Rural Fire Service, the remainder funded by the insurance industry (73.7 per cent) and State 
Government (14.6 per cent). 
 
A summary of the 2016/2017 estimates appear below:- 

Item Amount 

Annual maintenance and repair $141,000 

Equipment and PPE $55,000 

Brigade Amenities block (Wanaaring) $60,000 

New Brigade Station (Weilmoringle) $200,000 

Hazard Reduction $80,000 

District estimates $600,328 

VASS programs reimbursement $20,000 

Sub Total $1,156,328 

VASS and other charges $416,278 

Total $1,572,606 

 
The contribution from each Shire is estimated as follows:- 

 Bourke  50%  $91,997 

 Brewarrina 50% $91, 997 
 
Councils estimated VASS reimbursement for 2016/2017 is $10,000. 
 
Sustainability/Legislative Provisions 

 Rural Fires Act 1999 

 Local Government Act 1993 
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Financial Consideration 
The Draft Operation Plan provides for a contribution to the Rural Fire Service Fund in 2016/2017 is 
$86,000.  The total estimated contribution less the VASS reimbursement is provided within the 
advertised Draft Operation Plan. 
 
Resolution 

167/2016 That Council approve the submission of the 2016/2017 estimates to the Rural Fighting Fund of 
$91,997 of the Barwon Darling Zone. 
Moved Cr     Seconded Cr Hollman     Carried 

 

 

File No: D5.1-D5.2-G4.3-V1.1-V1.7 

Report: 424/2016 Community Contribution – Donation of Rates 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
At the March Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council deferred the decision in regards to the request for 
the donation of Rates request from Paroo Contact Children’s Mobile Inc (PCCM) until further 
information was available. 
 
Background 
The PCCM is based in Wanaaring providing an educational service to isolated families in the outback 
areas across the Bourke Shire and beyond. Funding cuts are making it harder for the local volunteer 
Committee to manage the service effectively. 
 
The Committee has asked Council to consider a donation of the Shire rates for two (2) Wanaaring 
properties utilised by PCCM. The Lila Leigo Centre that is used as the service’s office/base and staff 
accommodation and the PCCM block that is also used to accommodate staff and the resource and 
equipment shed. 
 
Discussion 
Details of the Rate Notices for the 2015/2016 period are detailed below: 

Assessment 1517-00000-4 - Paroo Contact Children Mobile 

Rates - Village  $43.02 

Rates – Village Base Levy $34.00 

Village Water – Wan Occ.  $654.00 

Village Tip Maint.  $95.00 

Total  $826.02 

 

Assessment 1528-10000-4 – Lila Leigo Centre Reserve 

Rates - Village Non Rateable Crown Reserve $0.00 

Rates – Village Base Levy $0.00 

Village Water – Wan Occ.  $654.00 

Village Tip Maint.  $95.00 

Total  $749.00 
 

Total amount   $1,575.02 
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The committee has continued to suffer cut backs in funding over the past two (2) years.  
 
There is currently a new funding model proposed for Children Services and the funding for Mobile 
Services is limited in this funding model. The Committee are continuing to lobby to have the funding 
model changed. 
 
The service currently employs three (3) full time staff, a Director and two (2) Childcare workers. The 
staff attend properties and villages at least four (4) days per week, these session aim to include family 
support and children development for ages 0 - 12 in isolated areas. 
 
The service in a nut shell provides both educational and social services support to families in a remote 
outback area. 
 
Financial Implications 
The total costs of donating an amount equivalent to the Rate and Charges for the PCCM would be 
approximately $1,645.56 for the 2016/2017 period.  
 
Recommendation 
For Council consideration  
 
Resolution 

168/2016 That Council grant the request from Paroo Contact Children’s Mobile Inc (PCCM) for the 
donation of an amount equal to the rates for 2016/2017. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Bennett    Carried 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D2.1-D2.5-P1.5 

Report: 917/2016 Ronny Gibbs 7’S 

Author: Jarrad Linton Harland, Programs & Development Officer - Far West 
Academy of Sport 

 
Requesting in-kind support in the amount of $700 to conduct the running of the Ronny Gibbs 7’s 
including the hiring of the Davidson Oval. 
 
A member of Council has been requested to be in attendance for the presentation and throughout the 
day. 
 
Resolution  

169/2016 That Council continue to support the Ronny Gibbs 7’s as we have done so in previous years. 
Moved Cr Ford     Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 

 

 

File No: C12.5-V1.3-V1.3.2 

Report: 918/2016 Urgent Need for Functional Toilets at Enngonia 

Author: Margaret Oldfield, Hon Secretary, Enngonia Branch CWA 

 
There is currently no functional public toilet in the village of Enngonia since the water was 
disconnected from the toilet block between the tennis shed and the oval due to a waste of water from 
the village water supply and since then the toilet block has been vandalised. 
 
This has had a flow on affect to the tennis courts and the oval that are not able to be utilised as there 
are no usable toilets available. 
 
Mrs Oldfield has suggested that the installation of a small water tank would solve the problem. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution  

170/2016 That Council advise Mrs Oldfield that all public toilets at Enngonia are currently being 
repaired. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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File No: A3.3-C12.5-C8.2.2 

Report: 919/2016 Letter of Appreciation, Seniors Week 

Author: Shirley Booth, Secretary, Bourke & District Garden Club INC. 

 
Thanking all the Councillors and Council staff involved in Seniors Week. Thanking the staff that assisted 
with the setting up and dismantling of the room for the Trivia morning, the photocopying and other 
office related tasks and all the other unseen jobs that are carried out. 
 
Resolution 

171/2016 That the letter of appreciation from the Bourke & District Garden Club be noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman  Seconded Cr Johnson   Carried  Unstarred 
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BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

ACTIVITY REPORTS 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, 18th April 2016 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 101/2015 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Chris Morrall/ Roads Inspector 

 
The following information outlines works completed from 4th March to the 4th April 2016. 
 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Hungerford Road R2R Dowling Track gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 1 Dunsandle Road Top grade completed 

RLR 36 Nala Road Top grade completed 

MR 404 Hungerford Road Gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 23 Willara Road Gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 17 Snake Gully Road Reformation grade completed 

RLR 24 Ellavale Road Gravel sheeting completed 

MR 405 Cuttaburra Bridge  Alignment recommenced 

RLR 49 West Culgoa Road Top grade commenced  

  
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Hungerford Road R2R Dowling Track gravel Sheeting completed 

MR 68 South Louth Road Jandra Gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 17 Snake Gully Road Reformation grade completed  

RLR 24 Ellavale Road Gravel sheeting completed 

MR 68 South Louth Road  Formation grade commenced  

MR 405 Wanaaring Road  Top grade completed 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Hungerford Road R2R Dowling Track gravel sheeting completed 

MR 68 South Louth Road Jandra Gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 23 Willara Road Gravel sheeting completed 

RLR 24 Ellavale Road Gravel sheeting completed 

MR 405 Cuttaburra Bridge Alignment commenced 
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4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

All State Highways  Patching undertaken 

MR 404 Hungerford Road Patching undertaken 

MR 68 South Louth Road Patching undertaken 

MR 405 Wanaaring Road Patching undertaken 

North Bourke Airport Patching undertaken 

  
  

5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens, regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds mown 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 
Prepare grounds for Bourke Show 

Coolican Oval Mow and maintain oval 
Prepare ground for BAHS Bourke Fit exercise program 

Davidson Oval Mow and maintain oval 
Prepare ground for Bourke Barbarians V Bourke Rams Annual Easter 
Match 2016 

Central Park Skate Park- regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
General graffiti removal 
Prepare grounds for Men of Bourke “Men’s Group” 
Prepare grounds for Bourke PCYC - Concert & DJ Workshop from stage, 
MMAD Talent Quest, Scooter Comp / BMX / Skate 

Villages Mow grounds and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Training Nil 
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6.      TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily 

Cemetery Graves prepared 14&31/03/2016 

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning, rubbish removal and cleaning road side 

Staff Training Nil  

General Remove burnt out cars from showground and gun club 
Sand deliveries for footpaths, ongoing  
Town mowing ongoing  
Daily airport inspections  
Clean up from truck roll over Brewarrina Road 
Fill in holes around airport fence and lights on runway  
Gravel Jandra Road wash out 
Erect goal posts at Davidson oval   
Pick up rubbish Harris Street  
Relieving garbage truck  
Replace bollard corner of Darling and Richard Streets 
Getting gear ready for Easter 14/3 
Erect Signage for Easter Weekend  
Cover oil spill in Moculta Street 
Remove graffiti from Sturt Street 
Clean after Easter Weekend  
Attend Airport crash 

Sundry Debtors Nil 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll, Plant Foreman 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

131 AY22KL 2008 caterpillar 12 M 250 Hr service, change oil filters 
Take oil samples, send away replace all 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo G 940 Repair air conditioner  
Replace turbo intake pipe 
Test transmission all ok 

139 BR53WH Caterpillar 950 H Change engine oil and filter required for 500h 
service  

140 AK24LO Caterpillar 12 H Put new revolving light on 
Weld up headlight bracket 
Replace O-Rings on oil sender switch 

22 YCJ60C 2015 Mazda BT 50 65,000 km service 

23 CE72MA Isuzu D/Max 20,000 km service 

41 YCJ49T 2014 Mazda BT 50 50,000 km service 

7 CTQ11G 2014 Toyota GXL Wagon 60,000 km service 

54 CH29FQ 2016 Isuzu D/Max Fit all accessories to new vehicle 

92 CA52JC 2014 Western Star 90,000 km service 
Fit new fire extinguisher & bracket  
replace mudguard bracket 

236 J43715 Highgate Water Tanker Replace LH rear spring, Mudguard & wire revolving 
light 

237 N77487 1988 Holmwood Highgate Replace main hydraulic hose  
Replace main water supply hose 
Remove dual wheel & replace brake shoes  
Regrease bearings and fix lights 

59 Z37484 Quadaxle-Low Loader Fix clearance light & replace plug 

68 X50802 2011 Moore Roadtrain Replace all brakes shoes, drums bushes, bearings 
on all axles, adjust brakes 

69 X50803 2011 Moore Roadtrain Replace rear mudflap, screw side water covers, 
grease trailer, adjust brakes 

171 BN04EY 2002 Isuzu Replace rear airbag, adjust rods, replace two (2) 
rear shocks, replace power take-off shaft, repair 
broken wire on speedo box 
Adjust RH side rear chamber  
Run new wire to control box in cab 

48 AZ90ZJ 2009 Freightliner Repair wiring in blinker assembly  
Replace RH rear wheel seal adjust brakes 

78 CA80TI 2014 Isuzu Twin Cab Fix bent mudguard, fit new mudflaps, new exhaust 
system, fit new steering arms 

20 CF75DI 2015 Nissan X Trail 15,000 km service 

28 YCJ49T 2014 Mazda BT 50 Replace broken driving lights 
Replace flashing light wire 

29 CHP24X 2012 Mazda BT 50 Repaired hose  

5 CD89QM Holden Colorado 15,000 km service 

14 YCJ74H 2015 Mazda BT 50 20,000 km service 

109 07615C 2011  Toro Change oil filters, air cleaner and change blades 
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138 10370D 2012 Toro Replace cutting blades 
Remove wire wrapped around spinal shaft 

19 CE73MA 2015 Isuzu D/Max Replace bulb in driving light 

26 AO79AH Isuzu 450 Fix broken brackets on air cleaner 
Replace both inner front mudflaps 
Replace exhaust pipe to manifold 
Fit new motor to RH side window 

46 BX92HR 2013 Hino 55,000 km service 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino 250 hr service 
Service top up motor  
Replace seal kit in gutter brush 

303 COR74R 2013 Mazda BT 50 Replace fuel filters 
Reset computer, Rd? road test 

305 CC38VZ 2012 Mazda BT 50 Replace front brake pads 

310 BY01TB 2014 Caterpillar Replace receiver, dryer and regas 

11 BZ24PA 2011 Isuzu D/Max 40,000 km service 

 
8.       Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader. 
WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED INTERVAL DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

River mains flushing 12 months or as required  Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 12 months or as required  Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual maintenance 12 months  Ongoing 

Alignment of stop valve covers checked 12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration 
(flow meters) 

12 months Next Service July 
2016 

 

Reservoir cleaning 5 years 2020 Ongoing 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2017 Completed 

         

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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Water & Sewerage system planned maintenance 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & cracks) Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump inspection Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow meters) Annually July 2016 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2016 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

 

WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  2016 

Main breaks repaired for March  28 Sewer chokes for March 8 

Annual Main  Breaks  55 Annual Sewer Chokes 34 

Raw: 21 Boundaries replaced: 0 

Potable: 7   

   

Faulty Meters replaced  0  

New Connections   0  

Training  
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Bourke Sewerage Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis  

 Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

Nov 
2015 
Test 

Dec 
2015 
Test 

Jan 
 2016 
Test 

Feb 
2016 
Test 

Mar 
2016 
Test 

Apr 
2016 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 3 n/a <2  

pH  6.5-8.5 9.4 9.0 8.5 n/a 9.3  

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 7.3 12.8 15.5 n/a 12.6  

Phosphorus 
(total) 

mg/L 10 1.2 1.3 1.3 n/a 1.2  

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 20 73 119 101 n/a 136  

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 15 19 33 28 n/a 13  

 
Record of Water Usage 
For the period, 01/01/16 to 31/12/2016 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 
Water usage for January through to December 2016:   Yearly totals for 2016 

Water Scheme 
Annual 

Allocation (Ml) 

Total Usage 
For The Period 

(Ml) 
 March 

Usage Year 
To Date (Ml) 

Daily Average 
For The Period 

(Ml) 

Daily Average 
Year To Date 

(Ml) 

Bourke Potable  33 93 1 1.1 

Bourke  River 3500 129 369 4 6 

North Bourke 
Village Raw 

750 
15 40 .4 .4 

 
Rainfall in Bourke for March 2016 was …0…..mm for the period:  

Hottest day for March was …38.6……degrees  
 
Resolution 

172/2016 That the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to 
Council on Monday, 18th April 2016 be noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Bennett    Carried 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 204/2016 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent 
Type and 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2016/0017 

Lots 9 and 10, Section 
14, DP 758781 
12-14 Namoi Street, 
North Bourke 

Construction of 5 bedroom dwelling, 
21x12m residential shed and Installation of 
inground swimming pool 

 

Total value of Approved works for April 2016 =$600,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for April 2016  = 1 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for April 2016 = 0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 204/2016 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering, mowing and fill in holes 
Replacement of crosses and tags 

Parks Replace plaques at Cenotaph 

Grandstand Repair works – replacement of toilets and showers completed 

Caravans Replace door locks – P/N 95, Replace fridge – P/N 94 
Fit new toilet cistern at camp site - Argyle 

Renshaw Replace boards to starting barriers, Replace bench top in canteen 

Houses Install and repair window blinds – 6 Glen St 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 204/2016 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 7 0 

Seized 16 12 

Surrendered 19 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 42 12 

Euthanased 37 12 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 5 0 

Total 42 12 

Micro-chip Implantations 0 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 35 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
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File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 204/2016 Swimming Pool Report 

Author: LOWMAC Pty Ltd, Pool Managers 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Attendance for March 2016 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 331 Adults 326 

Children (2+) 578 Children (2+) 608 

Children (<2) 5 Children (<2) 39 

Pensioners 0 Pensioners 1 

School Groups 143 Total for Month 2031 

 Total for 15/16 Season 22,664 

 
Overall it has been a disappointing season for many reasons, not least of all the steep learning curve, 
errors made, but above all, that we were unable to instigate most of the programs we had planned. 
 
Initially this was due to a lack of funding. We had applied for a grant that was supposed to be 
announced in October 2015 but notification was continually delayed until January 2016, advising that 
we were unsuccessful. This meant that a lot of equipment for games could not be purchased. We will 
use the off-season this year to attempt to access funding so that water polo and pool games can run in 
2016/2017 season. Swimming lessons and water aerobics also could not start as our accreditation for 
both these activities had not been completed. We will be able to commence these programs in 
2016/2017 season. 
 
We would like the opportunity to offer some suggestions in regards to improving the efficiency of the 
pool. 
 
1) Removal of the fences around the pools 
These fences do not meet any safety standards and are in fact a hazard for the lifeguards, it means 
that if a lifeguard is inside the fence of one pool and there is an incident in the other pool, it takes far 
too long for the lifeguards to respond.  
 
The kids, especially the bigger kids are constantly climbing over the fence and unless the lifeguard is 
looking directly at them, it is virtually impossible to stop them. We send them home if caught but they 
wait until the lifeguard is not looking and jump over them regardless. The major concern is that a child 
will catch their foot on the top of the fence and land on their face causing considerable facial damage. 
 
The wire of the fence is continuously unravelling and we are consistently tightening up the wire on the 
fence to prevent scratch and cut injuries. 
 
2) Showers 
The kids continuously go into the showers then back to the pool and back again. If left too long, they 
get toilet paper, wet it, throw it at each other, the walls and the ceiling. This causes a huge problem 
when the toilets are being cleaned and is an extraordinary toll on the manager and the kiosk staff to 
continuously monitor the showers. It has also led to some very unfair remarks about managers going 
into the toilets. Additionally, the kids will go into the showers, sit on the floor and let the water run 
over themselves. They might sit there for 10 or 20 minutes unless they are told to leave. This is an 
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incredible waste of water, especially as we have faced water restrictions during this summer and the 
kids just sit there, then go back into the pool, then repeat the process. It must also cost an enormous 
amount of money to continually heat the water. Often they will walk out and leave the showers 
running. 
 
Our suggestion is to have two (2) showers that operate on a timer and hot water can only be accessed 
using a token, which has to be acquired at the kiosk. Alternatively, a hot water kill switch could be 
located in the kiosk. We also believe that Council could save money by replacing the current hot water 
system with on-demand gas units 
 
3)   Splash Park 
We also have major concerns about the placement of the proposed splash park and how it will impact 
on our placement of lifeguards. In our view, the community and Council funds would be better served 
by incorporating the splash park in the existing little pool instead of creating a whole new body of 
water. Any extra funds would be better used moving the kiosk onto the elevated area at the end of the 
existing pools, backing onto Coolican oval. There are many reasons to justify this action. 

a) it would separate the entrance of the pool from the car park which is a major concern for many 
pool users and the pool staff, especially with the continuous flow of very small children and 
cars using the same space without any delineation. 

b) It would allow the pool manager clear uninterrupted vision of both pools during low patronage 
hours, thereby allowing the manager to operate both the entrance and the pools. A lifeguard 
only has to be able to see the bottom of the pool to be positioned correctly and this is 
achievable from this elevated position. 

c) It would mean that the splash park and the little pool would not be between the big pool and 
the kiosk and therefore would help prevent kids running through it. If the placement is where 
we suspect, it will be impossible to prevent big kids from running through the splash park and 
would mean extra lifeguards. 

d) The kiosk would be able to be used from Coolican oval during the pool season without 
outsiders blocking the entrance, and would be available for use during the off-season for other 
sporting bodies, such as Bourke Soccer Club. 

 
4) Trees beside the little pool 

This has already been discussed and decided that these trees would be removed as they create 
a monstrous workload for pool staff as they drop leaves into the little pool area throughout the 
entire day and the entire season. Regardless of how many times the little pool area and 
footpaths are cleaned (normally four (4) times daily) it continuously looks untidy and unkempt. 

 
5) Sprinklers 

Exchange the current bayonet system with automatic pop-up sprinklers so that the system can 
be automatically set without spending up to an hour placing and checking the sprinklers. This 
would create a much more efficient system, the same that exist in Davidson and Coolican 
Ovals. 

 
 
 
6) Water access 
There is an urgent need for water access especially on the Hope Street side of the big pool as the only 
way to hose the paths and poolside is to run a hose across the pool outside of operating hours. 
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7) Relocation of Kiosk 
As already stated, the advantages of relocating the kiosk to the top of the elevated area are: 

a) to separate the pedestrian area from the car park 
b) clear vision of both pools during low patronage hours 
c) allow access to the entrance from both Hope Street and Mertin Street 
d) allows for the back of the hill on the Hope St side of the big pool to be excavated for 

additional car parking, so as to alleviate the congestion especially on swimming club nights 
and carnivals 

e) allows for the upgrade of the kiosk area in line with health regulations 
f) allows use by multiple sporting bodies all year. 

 
Resolution 

173/2016 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 18th April 2016 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried 

 
Resolution 

174/2016 That Council respond to the Pool Managers Report. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Dorrington  Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 304/2016 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
24th March 2016 
 

Welcome to all visitors who are in town for the “Back to Bourke” Weekend. Looking at the program 
there is something for everyone and it promises to once again be a successful weekend. 
 
The mud run should prove popular with all age groups and is something new for the town. 
 
Congratulations to the coordinating committee and the committees of the individual organisations 
who will be host an event over the weekend. A lot of work goes into the staging of the event and the 
work involved starts months beforehand much of which goes largely unrecognized. 
 
I would like to also acknowledge the efforts of Kelly and Graham Randall who have literally moved 
mountains (of furniture) so that the people of Bourke and visitors can once again enjoy the 
Wonderland Theatre experience. Well done! 
 

 
On Saturday  there will be a number of road closures and detours put in place to allow the conduct of 
the Parade and the Wool Bale Rolling to take place and residents are asked to be mindful and tolerant 
of these closures which will only be in place for a couple of hours. 
 
Oxley Street will be closed to traffic on Saturday morning and again the cooperation of all motorists is 
requested. 
 

 
The Bourke Rotary Club will be in charge of both the parade and the Wool Bale Rolling on the 
weekend. 
 
Persons who intend putting in a float are encouraged to register the float at the Council prior to 
Saturday so that the coordination of the parade and paperwork can be done as quickly as possible. 
 
Mayor Andrew Lewis has indicated he will again be entering a number of pieces of his antique 
machinery and looks to once again being amongst the prize winners. 
 
Entries for the wool bale rolling will be taken on the day with the entries to be taken outside Betta 
Electrical. 
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The Draft Operational Plan for 2016/2017 will be put on public exhibition from next Thursday, 31st 
March following its endorsement by Council at last Monday’s Council meeting. The Plan will be on 
display until 2nd May 2016 and during that time members of the public are invited to make 
submissions in relation to the plan. Any submissions received must be considered by Council prior to 
the adoption of the plan which is scheduled for Monday, 23rd May 2016. 
 

 
New Regulations applying to the sale of properties with swimming pools will take effect next month. 
Properties with a swimming pool or spa pool sold or leased on or after the 29th April 2016 will need a 
valid certificate of compliance or relevant occupation certificate. Where the certificate of compliance 
cannot be obtained, the vendor will be able to transfer the responsibility to obtain the certificate of 
compliance to the buyer. The transfer will be realised through an attachment of a non-compliance 
certificate to the sale contract. The buyer will then have 90 days from the days of settlement to rectify 
defects listed in the non-compliance certificate. 
 

 
The ongoing co-operation is sought from all sporting groups utilising Council facilities that have booked 
the facilities. Most of the facilities are utilised on a shared basis by a number of groups and to 
minimise the potential for clashes of use the bookings need to be clearly identified. This is particularly 
the case when there is for example a change to the adopted draw or additional training sessions 
scheduled. 
 
Users of the lights at Davidson Oval are asked to ensure that they document the actual times of the 
usage of the lighting and notify the Engineering Support Officer so that accounts can be rendered 
correctly. 
 

 
Jim and Annabelle Strachan attended last Monday’s Council meeting to receive their “Village Service 
Award” which they were to receive on Australia Day but were unable to be in attendance. Both Jim 
and Annabelle put a great deal of work into the Annual Louth Races each year with both having held 
executive positions for a number of years.  Congratulations to them both as very worthy recipients and 
contributors to our community. 
 

 
Council services over the Easter weekend will essentially be as normal with no alteration to garbage 
collections. 
 
Emergency calls can be directed to Council’s Duty Officer on 0419 722055 
 
Given the public holidays there has been some changes to the opening hours of the War Memorial 
Swimming Pool. 
 
The following will apply:- 
Friday, 25th March (Good Friday)          12.00pm - 8.00pm 
Saturday, 26th March                                12.00pm - 8.00pm 
Sunday, 27th March (Easter Sunday)        3.00pm - 8.00pm 
Monday, 28th March (Easters Monday) 12.00pm - 8.00pm 
 
The pool will close for the season on 31st March 
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The only other significant change will be the closure of the Waste Management Facility in Bourke on 
Good Friday (25th March 2016) and on Easter Sunday (27th March 2016). 
 

 
Council has received advice that the Roads and Maritime Services have approved the naming of the 
bridge over the Bogan River “the Wayne O’Mally Bridge”. At its meeting held on Monday Council 
resolved to invite the Minister for Roads, the Hon Duncan Gay, MLC to come to Bourke for the naming 
ceremony. 
 
Given the busy schedule of the Minister we will need to ascertain a date suitable to him prior to 
finalising any arrangements. 
 
Wayne O’Mally was a significant contributor to the Bourke Community in a number of ways including 
as a Councillor and Mayor of Bourke Shire and a long standing Board Member of the then Pastures 
Protection Board  serving as Chairman, as well as being involved in a number of other organisations in 
various capacities. 
 

 
The flow in the Darling River is rapidly diminishing and it is likely that it will cease going over the weir 
within the next few days once again requiring the introduction of water restrictions.  
 

 
The low flow in the river coupled with the recent spate of hot weather has seen the presence of 
increased levels of Blue Green Algae in the Darling River and an “Amber Alert” has been issued.  
 
NSW Office of Water Supply the following in relation to Amber (medium) Alerts 
 
Blue-green algae may be multiplying and the water may have a green tinge and musty or organic taste 
and odour. The water should be considered as unsuitable for potable use and alternative supplies or 
treatment of raw water for domestic purposes should be considered. The water may also be 
unsuitable for stock watering generally suitable for water sports, however, people are advised to 
exercise caution in these areas as blue green algal concentrations can rise to red alert levels quickly 
under warm, calm weather conditions. 
 
It should be noted that Council’s FILTERED WATER SUPPLY is treated to negate any effects of Blue-
Green Algae, when the growth is detected. 
 
The cautionary procedures apply to the raw water supply in Bourke and Louth. Fords Bridge, Enngonia 
and Wanaaring are supplied via bore supplies whilst the Byrock village supply is reliant on local 
catchment and is not affected by the current alert all other village water supplies are non-potable. 
 

 
Council’s Building Services team have just about completed the upgrade to the change room facilities 
under the “Keith Martin Grandstand” at Davidson Oval with the change rooms having undergone a 
significant facelift and offering far better privacy and improved facilities. The rooms will be used for 
the first time for the Rugby Union Old Boy’s game over Easter. 
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The presence of graffiti around town still presents a problem for Council and not only is there a 
financial cost involved in the removal it detracts from the appearance of the town. Residents are 
encouraged to remove graffiti from private property. This will assist with the presentation of the town. 
 

 
Quote of the week 
“Courageous people do not fear forgiving for the sake of peace “- Nelson Mandela. 
 

 
31st March 2016 
 

Well Done Bourke!! 
 
The Easter weekend was a great success with excellent weather and good number of ex-residents and 
friends back in town. 
 
The re-opening of the Wonderland Theatre on the Friday night was a great way to open the weekend 
and Graham and Kelly Randall deserve all the accolades that may come their way for the amazing 
effort they put in to ensure that the memories of yesteryear were re-kindled with the re-opening of 
the Wonderland Theatre.  
 
The whip crackers and men on horseback as the guests left Diggers for the theatre certainly gave the 
evening that “Hollywood Production” feel about the night. 
 

 
The parade and wool bale rolling were very well supported and proved popular and as President of 
Rotary I would like to thank all those who assisted by putting in a float and participating. A number of 
non-Rotarians gave generously of their time. A big thankyou to John Bartley, Charlie Brown, Stephen 
Coyne, Bill Thompson, Peter Collins, Mathew McCorkle and Sarah Barton for their assistance on the 
day. 
 
I would also like to thank local school teacher David Pickard, who once again displayed his 
extraordinary talents in woodwork, his unique trophies will no doubt be treasured by the winners for 
some time to come. 
 

 
The crowd at the races was again exceptional and demonstrates the popularity of racing and the 
associated social activities which always accompany race meetings in the bush, giving the day a real 
party atmosphere. 
 
While nominations were down a little there was still some good racing. 
 
Like all of the events which were held the race meeting was months on the planning with President, 
Phil Parnaby having to lobby hard to ensure that the Easter Sunday date was secured. 
 
The Race Club Committee work hard to ensure that the track and facilities were in tip top condition for 
the day and I think that all those involved should be immensely proud of their achievement in this 
regard. 
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The Renshaw Oval Precinct is improving all the time and with the Bourke Show scheduled for the 16th 
April the complex will again come alive. 
 
With the ongoing improvements to the facilities at Renshaw Oval it lends itself to increased utilization 
and looking at the arena on Sunday it is very well equipped to have additional sports or activities at the 
Oval with the flood lighting at the Oval potentially being able to be used to host other night events and 
make use of the warm summer evenings. 
 

 
The Bourke Race Club and Bourke Show Committee combined to put up a new fence at Renshaw Oval 
to assist in improving security at the complex and the materials for this were supplied by Waratah 
Fencing Supplies through their association with the local Landmark Branch. There are apparently plans 
to extend the fencing next year it what will again result in a further improvement for the precinct. 
 

 
The Minister for Local Government, the Hon Paul Toole, MP confirmed in Parliament last week during 
question time that the elections for those Councils not involved in a merger proposal will be held on 
10th September 2016 the normally scheduled date the NSW Local Government quadrennial elections. 
Those Councils who are involved in merger proposals will hold those elections in March 2017. 
 
The date of the election had been subject to a number of queries from different Councils and 
Councillors who were keen to ascertain clarification on the issue. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has previously resolved to appoint the NSW Electoral Commission to run the 
elections on its behalf. 
 
As part of their preparation for the 2016 elections the NSW Electoral Commission has established a 
website www.votensw.info to provide information to all potential stakeholders and it will become a 
single source of information. The concept will ensure consistency of information and I think it is a good 
idea and will eliminate potential conflicts of advice etc. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council was pleased to be able to assist in coordination of the Easter Weekend with the 
Back O’ Bourke Centre staff taking bookings for the various events with our works crews assisting with 
the preparation of the facilities, looking after road closures and undertaking additional cleanups over 
the weekend. 
 
Phil Johnston the Manager of Tourism and Economic Development deserves special  mention as the 
overall coordinator for much of the weekend from assisting with the projection of the movies, 
facilitating the program  and advertising and marking courses  to mention but a few Well Done Phil! 
 

 
The Draft Operational Plan for 2016/2017 will be put on public exhibition from today, Thursday 31st 
March following its endorsement by Council at last Monday’s Council meeting. The Plan will be on 
display until 2nd May 2016 and during that time members of the public are invited to make 

http://www.votensw.info/
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submissions in relation to the plan. Any submissions received will be considered by Council prior to the 
adoption of the plan which is scheduled for 23rd May 2016. 
 

 
The Bourke War Memorial Olympic Swimming Pool will close for the season today, Thursday, 31st 
March 2016, hopefully when it re-opens it will be with the new splash park in operation. Council staff 
will be trying very hard to see the splash park completed over the winter period whilst the pool is 
closed. 
 

 
The flow in the Darling River is diminishing a little slower than initially anticipated it is still likely that it 
will cease going over the weir in the next few days once again requiring the introduction of water 
restrictions.  
 

 
I was amazed at the number of people I meet over the weekend who came out from Mudgee or had a 
strong connection with Mudgee. I saw people which I hadn’t seen for many years and all who I spoke 
to were glowing in their comments regarding the weekend activities and the town generally. 
 
It is this positive feedback that gets spread around and it will hopefully lead to an ongoing increase in 
visitation to Bourke. The best advertising is positive word of mouth and to ensure that all our visitors 
have a good time whilst in Bourke. 
 

 
Mayor, Cr Andrew Lewis and I will be making the long trek to Wentworth next Tuesday, 5th April to 
attend the next meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee (FWIAC). At the meeting the 
discussion will focus on proposed models for the Far West Initiative.  As I have said previously, the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet will be putting out a Discussion Paper in relation to the Far West 
Initiative and the meeting of the FWIAC will provide the opportunity for the members of the FWIAC to 
have input into that discussion paper. While the FWIAC will have the opportunity to have input the 
“Discussion Paper” in fact the Minister’s discussion paper and what is included will be determined by 
him. 
 

 
Council at the meeting held on Monday, 21st March resolved to proceed with the finalisation of the 
purchase of lands utilised for both the Bourke Water Supply and Fords Bridge Waste Depot. The 
purchase of these blocks has been a long outstanding issue and it is good to see the matter being 
finalised. 
 

 
The generosity of the Bourke Shire business sector was demonstrated over the weekend with many 
local business heavily involved in the sponsorship of the activities held.  
 

  
Quote of the week! 
“Silence and smile are two powerful tools. Smile is the way to solve many problems and silence is the 
way to avoid many problems”. 
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"Whenever you see a successful person you only see the public glories, never the private sacrifices to 
reach them." --Vaibhav Shah 
 

 
7th April 2016 
 
Councillors and staff send sincere condolences to Mayor Andrew Lewis and his family on the sad 
passing of his father, Donald Lewis who passed away in Gulgong on Tuesday, 5th April 2016. 
 

 
The NSW Government has recently announced that from 1st July 2017 an Emergency Services Property 
Levy (ESPL) will be collected by Councils from ratepayers in additional to their normal rates.  This levy 
will be used to fund the Rural Fire Service, NSW Fire and Rescue and NSW State Emergency Services 
(NSW SES). 
 
There is considerable merit in aspects of this proposal, in particular getting rid of the current 
Emergency Services Levy (ESL) that applies to all insurance policies meaning even those who do not 
insure, will be making a contribution to the important Emergency Services functions provided in our 
communities via this new levy. 
 
However, at this stage Councils will still have to pay their current 11.7% Emergency Services Levy plus 
will now have to pay the new Emergency Services Property Levy on all Council owned property. 
LGNSW is making representations to the NSW Treasurer and Minister for Police and Emergency 
Services to abolish the Emergency Services Levy on Councils who will already be contributing. 
 
Bourke Shire Council moved a motion at the 2016 Annual Conference of the Western Division Shire 
seeking LGNSW to clarify with the State Government on exactly how the system will work and any 
financial impact on Councils with some of the suggestions being made by LGNSW including 

 Councils being able to fully recover costs associated with the collection function: 

 The Emergency Services Property Levy being  shown separately from Councils rates, clearly 
itemised and identified as a NSW Government levy; 

 Council rates having priority over the Emergency Services Property Levy in debt recovery; and 

 Councils not having to bear the risk of non-payment (liability remaining with the property 
owner). 

 
Councils across the state can see the equity of everyone contributing to the emergency levy but do not 
want to see local Government being faced with yet another administrative burden and “cost shift”. 
 

 
The  ongoing dry conditions has meant that there has been no substantive rainfalls in the  catchment 
of the Byrock town storage facility and as a result the water level has dropped to a point where it is no 
longer able to be pumped and as such Council has once again commenced carting  water to supply the 
Byrock Village. 
Carting started last Saturday and will continue until such time that there is sufficient water in the 
storage to allow pumping from that source to re-commence. 
 
Residents utilizing the Byrock village supply are reminded that the carted water is for internal use only 
and that water supply is non-potable.  Enquiries in relation to the water supply should be directed to 
Council’s Water and Waste Water Department. 

http://www.inc.com/lolly-daskal/accomplish-great-things-at-any-age.html
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Seniors Week kicked off last Sunday with a barbeque lunch being hosted by Bourke Shire Council and 
the CWA with other activities continuing throughout the week. 
 
The activities for Senior’s Week within the Shire are generously supported by a number of 
organisations within the Bourke community and it is great to see many of the seniors able to attend 
and enjoy the various functions held. There has again been a good attendance at the activities to date 
with activities continuing today at Bowling Club with a lunch and entertainment; Friday there is a 
mystery tour, with the final event being on Sunday, 10th with a BBQ lunch hosted by Bourke Rotary 
Club and Bourke Far West again at Renshaw Oval. 
 

 
The emergency landing incident that occurred at the Bourke Airport last Thursday evening highlighted 
the benefit of having Emergency Procedures in place and able to be activated in cases of such 
emergencies. Fortunately, in this incident everything went relatively smoothly, with the pilot able to 
land despite the nose wheel not being able to be lowered and there was relatively minor damage to 
the plane itself. The activation of emergency procedures meant that all the required services were on 
site and properly equipped to handle the emergency situation. Thank you to all the members of the 
services who responded so quickly and also to Council’s Acting Airport Manager, Matthew McCorkle 
who handled his role as if he had years of such experience. Incidents such as this also need to be 
notified to the relevant Authorities and procedures put in place to close the airport to all air traffic and 
the coordination of such procedures, particularly at night, can be both difficult and stressful.  
 
A de-brief of the response to the incident will be held to ensure that all agencies are happy with the 
response and that the Airport Emergency Plan provided adequate guidance. The de-brief will enable 
any shortcomings to be identified and rectified. 
 

 
The news that the Bourke Show Committee was successful in being awarded the kitchen used for 
cooking demonstrations at the Royal Easter Show was very well received and will benefit the whole 
Bourke Community. The kitchen and appliances are valued at over $30,000.00 and will be a vast 
improvement over the current facilities. One of the strong points of the Bourke Show Committee’s 
application was the support shown by the other users groups. This spirit of cooperation between the 
user groups is evident in the working bees conducted at the Renshaw Oval Complex and the readiness 
and willingness to share facilities. The complex has seen a tremendous ”makeover”  during the last 
eighteen (18) months and the ongoing improvements will lead to increased utilization of the complex 
and with that increased utilization should come increased revenue to the ongoing maintenance. 
 
It was good to see the opening function for seniors week held at the lunch pavilion at Renshaw Oval.  
 

 
From a Committee that was forced to go into recess only two (2) years ago due to lack of numbers the 
Bourke Show Committee has come back with renewed vigor and enthusiasm with a number of new 
committee members and additional attractions for the Annual Bourke Show. The Committee led by 
President Scott Mitchell has a great blend of experienced members and importantly a number of 
younger members who will be at the forefront of the ongoing success of the Bourke Show over the 
next few years. The Annual Show is one of the great community social events in most country towns 
and brings together people from all sections of our community and the various pavilions and displays 
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provide an opportunity for our talented local handicraft enthusiasts, gardeners and other groups to 
showcase their talents. 
 
The Bourke Show is on Saturday week, 16th April and I urge everyone to get down and support the 
Show Committee for all the hard work they put in, not just during the week prior to the Show itself but 
in the twelve (12) months leading up to the event. 
 

 
I joined with representatives from the other members of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee 
(FWIAC) and observers at a meeting in Wentworth on Wednesday, 6th April 2016 (yesterday). The 
meeting was also attended by the Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Paul Toole, MP. 
 
During a meeting of the FWIAC held via teleconference on the 11th March 2016, Michelle Roberson, 
Associate Director, Institute for Public Policy and Governance, University of Technology, Sydney gave a 
presentation and provided an overview of the potential models for governance in Far West NSW.  
 
UTS had been retained by the Department of Premier and Cabinet to development models for 
consideration of their possible suitability for implementation in the Far West and these models and 
other information pertaining to things like improved service delivery will be included in a “Discussion 
Paper” to be released in the second half of the year. 
 
The Wentworth meeting focussed on an analysis of each of the models. 
   

 
The next meeting of Council will be held on Monday, 18th April at 9.00am in the Council Chambers 29 
Mitchell Street Bourke. The scheduled meeting date, the 25th April, being of course ANZAC Day. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 
 

“Spending today complaining about yesterday won’t make tomorrow any better” 
 

 
14th April 2016 
 

During the elections for the Board Members for Local Government NSW (LGNSW) held in conjunction 
with the Annual Conference in October last year an anomaly was detected with one Council incorrectly 
having its votes recoded in the Regional/ Rural Section instead of the Metropolitan/ Urban section. 
LGNSW asked the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) to conduct an inquiry immediately after the 
election and as a result of that enquiry the matter went to the Federal Court of Australia and the 
Federal Court made a determination as to the validity of the election results. It should be noted that 
positions of President and Treasurer were unaffected. 
 
The Court has declared the election of 13 board members void and that a fresh vote is to be 
conducted by a secret postal ballot.  The vacant positions are: 

- Vice President Metropolitan/Urban 

- Vice President Rural/Regional 

- 11 directors (6 x Rural/Regional, 5 x Metropolitan/Urban) 
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The Federal Court has also determined that three (3) other directors would not be impacted by 
the irregularity because of the size of their respective primary votes.  
As such, until the new election in conducted the Board of LGNSW comprises: President, Cr Keith 
Rhoades; Treasurer, Cr Scott Bennison, and directors: Cr Mazhar Hadid, Cr Leo Kelly, and Cr Ben 
Shields. 
 
The Court has determined that the only candidates eligible for these positions in the postal ballot are 
those who stood for them in 2015.  
 
LGNSW is now liaising with the AEC to determine the earliest possible date for the ballot and hope the 
whole process will be complete by the end of June. 
 

 
The Local Government Election for those Councils not involved in the current merger proposals, 
including all those Councils who have been identified as being part of the Far West Initiative will be 
held on the 10th September 2016 as provided for in legislation. 
 
The primary source of information for candidates and groups is www.votensw.info 
All the relevant registration information and forms needed by candidates and groups are available on 
that website. On the website there will be a series of presentations candidates can view and listen to 
which outline all of the relevant information, requirements and key dates. 
 
The NSWEC is not undertaking face-to-face candidate seminars. The online presentations replace the 
face-to-face seminars.  
 

 
The Bourke Show is on this Saturday and I urge everyone to get down to Renshaw Oval and support 
this community based event.  A quick review of the program reveals something for everyone, no 
matter what their age or interest. 
 

 
Seniors Week concluded last Sunday with a luncheon hosted by Bourke Rotary and Far West. 
 
From all reports the week long activities were well received by all those who had the opportunity to 
attend.  The ability of Bourke to be able to host such events is testimony to the generosity of the 
business houses and organisations within the town. 
 
There was a great spirit of cooperation shown amongst all agencies and organisations culminating in a 
very successful week. 
 

 
Available Councillors and senior staff members had the opportunity to meet with Member for Barwon 
Kevin Humphries on Tuesday afternoon, Kevin is utilising the parliamentary recess to visit a wide 
section of his vast electorate. 
 
A number of issues were raised with Kevin including the return of air services, health services, road 
funding and funding for village water supplies. 
 

http://www.votensw.info/
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Council is fortunate that both our local members take the time to speak informally to Council 
representatives to update them on issues impacting on both Council and the residents. 
 

 
Mr Humphries will be back in Bourke next Wednesday with former Assistant New South Wales Police 
Commissioner, Steve Bradshaw to meet with landowners affected by rural trespass. This meeting is 
one of several being conducted across the Barwon Electorate. 
 
The Bourke Meeting will be held at the Bourke Council Chambers at 3.00pm and is scheduled to finish 
at 5.00pm. 
 

 
I attended the meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee (FWIAC) held in Wentworth last 
Wednesday. The meeting was attended by all eight (8) Councils in the Far West Initiative, plus 
representatives from the State and Federal Governments and the NGO sector.  
 
The Minister for Local Government was in attendance for the day-long meeting which was focused on 
a review of a number of models that had been suggested as potentially suitable for the Far West going 
forward. 
 
There is still considerable amount of work to be done in the establishment of the Far West Initiative. 
 

 
Level 1 Water restrictions for Bourke and North Bourke are now in place with the water having ceased 
flowing over the weir last Thursday. 
 
Level 1 Water Restrictions means:- 

 The use of fixed sprinklers is limited to two (2) hours per day either between the hours of 

6.00am to 8.00am or 6.00pm to 8.00pm daily. 

 Hand held sprinklers can still be used at other times. 

 The washing of paved areas and filling of new swimming pools is prohibited 

 
The cooperation of all residents in abiding by the restrictions would be very much appreciated. 
 
Watering of Councils parks and Oval will also be restricted but will be undertaken outside the hours 
detailed to provide for maximum pressure for other users. 
 

 
The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held on Monday, 18th April at 9.00am in the Council 
Chambers, 29 Mitchell Street Bourke.  
 
All members of the public, who wish to do so, can attend the public forum scheduled for 10.00am.  
While bookings are not necessary it does provide the opportunity for staff to be able to provide any 
background material or supporting documentation that may be required. 
 

 
Work is progressing on the commissioning of the pipeline from Walkden’s Bore to the water treatment 
plant. While the bore has been operational for a few years and the pipeline installed for a few months, 
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work was still required on the infrastructure along the pipeline to ensure that the water is able to 
travel along the fourteen kilometres at the required flow of one (1) megalitre per day. 
 
The contactors have been on site for around three (3) weeks now and anticipating a handover early in 
the next financial year. Funding for the project was made available by the State Government. 
 

 
On Sunday, Renshaw Oval was a hive of activity with the Senior Citizen’s Luncheon, the Bourke Show 
Committee Working Bee and Pony Club all having a number of people in attendance. It is good to see 
the complex being utilised as it is a very well equipped recreational precinct and with the increased 
patronage the opportunity exists for further improvement. 
 
The area lends itself to a number of uses with good floodlighting already in place, bar facilities, toilets 
and ample grassed areas. The installation of the new kitchen awarded to the Bourke Show Committee 
will further enhance these facilities. 
 

 
I will be involved in another teleconference tomorrow to try and finalise the procurement of video 
conferencing facilities for the eight (8) Councils involved in the Far West Initiative. At the Meeting of 
the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee (FWIAC) held in Wentworth the Minister for Local 
Government reinforced his commitment to make this project a reality as soon as possible. The working 
party are hopeful that the facilities will be installed before the end of the financial year.  
 
Those from the North of the State who drove to Wentworth obtained an appreciation of the distances 
involved across the FWI area. The installation of the video conference facilities will not only reduced 
travelling for those involved in the FWIAC but also lends itself to a much more effective 
communication when dealing with Sydney based Departments and organisation. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 
 
Great minds discuss ideas, average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people! –  

Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager 
 
Resolution  

175/2016 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 18th April 2016 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson   Carried   Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 404/2016 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the 2015/2016 period are presented for your information. 

Item (Month) 2015  Item (Month) 2016 

Audio Visual 218 Audio Visual 361 

Adult Fiction 258 Adult Fiction 297 

Non-Fiction 99 Non-Fiction 135 

Junior Fiction 205 Junior Fiction 241 

Magazines 82 Magazines 129 

Interlibrary Loans 3 Interlibrary Loans 8 

Total 865 Total 1171 

Other statistical information 

 (Month) 2015  (Month) 2016 

New Members 7 New Members 18 

Internet/Word Processing 141 Internet/Word Processing 93 

Wireless Tickets 8 Wireless Tickets 3 

Number of Visitors 2243 Number of Visitors 1290 

Scans 28 Scans 21 

Information Requests 60 Information Requests 61 

Technical Assistance 7 Technical Assistance 2 

Faxes 11 Faxes 8 

 Children’s craft and story time this month had 24 children attending. These sessions are becoming 
very popular, and all the children have a great time. 

 We had another two (2) school visits this month for the Public School students, with 39 children 
attending from Year 1. We also had a school visit from St Ignatius, with 25 children from 
Kindergarten to Year 2 attending. As a result of our school visits we have raised awareness among 
children and their parents as to what the library has to offer, and this has resulted in a number of 
new memberships and increased and use of the library by parents and families. 

 There were two (2) sessions of Colouring for Calmness held in the library this month. 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact 
the library. 
 
Jodie Hatch 
Library Manager 
 
Resolution  

176/2016 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 18th April 2016. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Johnson  Carried  Unstarred 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 

File No R7.6.3-G4.14-T4.19 

Report: 911/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Request for Financial Assistance - Road Works 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon – Manager Road Services 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors)  
 
Resolution  

177/2016 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors)  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No R7.6.3-G4.14-T4.19 

Report: 912/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Tender 06/16 B Double Water Tanker 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon – Manager Road Services 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, confer 
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 
 
Resolution  

178/2016 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No: L8.21 

Report: 913/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - Supply And Delivery Of Water Meters - REGPRO271516 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown – Manager Works 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, confer 
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 
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Resolution  

179/2016 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No H1.1 

Report: 914/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Request for Financial Assistance - Security Measures 

Author Ross Earl- General Manager 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors)  
 
Resolution  

180/2016 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be discussed during the 
meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than Councillors)  
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No D2.17 

Report: 915/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Deeds of Agreement with National Stronger Regions Fund 

Author Ross Earl- General Manager 

 

 
Recommendation:  
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 section 10(A) (2)(g)- Legal advice concerning 
litigation, or advice that would be otherwise be privileged from production in legal - commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it and as such should be considered in Closed Council.  
 
Resolution  

181/2016 That in accordance with the Local Government Act section 10(A) (2)(d)(i)- commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it, or advice concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged 
from production in legal proceedings on the grounds of legal professional privilege and as such should 
be considered in Closed Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 
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File No D2.17 

Report: 916/2016 CONFIDENTIAL –  Deed of Agreement with CAPRA Developments 

Author Ross Earl- General Manager 

 
Recommendation:  
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 section 10(A) (2)(g)- Legal advice concerning 
litigation, or advice that would be otherwise be privileged from production in legal - or advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in legal 
proceedings on the grounds of legal professional privilege and as such should be considered in Closed 
Council. 
 
Resolution  

182/2016 That in accordance with the Local Government Act section 10(A) (2)(g) - Legal advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would be otherwise be privileged from production in legal , or advice 
concerning litigation, or advice that would otherwise be privileged from production in legal proceedings 
on the grounds of legal professional privilege and as such should be considered in Closed Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: L8.21 

Report: 917/2016 CONFIDENTIAL -  Contract for the Supply of Stationery 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown – Manager of Corporate Service 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the Local 
Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, confer 
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 
 
Resolution  

183/2016 The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a)  of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a), the public were invited to make representations 
to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting should be closed to 
consider the identified report, being report 911/2016 - CONFIDENTIAL- Request for Financial 
Assistance - Road Works,  Report 912/2016 - CONFIDENTIAL –  Tender 06/16 B Double Water Tanker,  
Report 913/2016 - CONFIDENTIAL - Supply And Delivery Of Water Meters - REGPRO271516,  Report 
914/2016 - CONFIDENTIAL –  Request for Financial Assistance - Security Measures,  Report 915/2016 - 
CONFIDENTIAL –  Deeds of Agreement with National Stronger Regions Fund, Report  916/2016 - 
CONFIDENTIAL –  Deed of Agreement with CAPRA Developments and Report 917/2016 CONFIDENTIAL 
-  Contract for the Supply of Stationery. 
 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution  

184/2016 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late reports 

tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified confidential 
under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution at 10.34am 

185/2016 That Council move out of Closed Council and into Open Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington     Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution at 11.02am  

186/2016 That Suspend Standing Order for an update from Superintendent Greg Moore from Darling 
River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Ford     Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried  

 
11.24am Cr Ford left the meeting 
 
Resolution at 11.25am  

187/2016 That Council Resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 
Resolution at 11.26am 

188/2016 That Council move into Closed Session 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 
11.32am Cr Ford returned to the meeting 
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RESOLUTION FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The Mayor reported that the following resolution has been passed in closed Council. 
 
Resolution - Report: 204/2016 

189/2016 That the General Manager review the current pool contract with a view to identifying any 
components of the contract that have not been met. 

 
Resolution - Report: 911/2016 

190/2016 
1. That Council advise the applicant that it is unable to assist at this time. 
2. That Council offer to try and source financial assistance to improve access to the facility. 

 
Resolution - Report: 912/2016 

191/2016  
1. That Council not accept any of the tenders as submitted due to the tendered amounts being well 
outside Councils budgetary allowance 
2. That in accordance with Clause 178 (3) (e) Local Government General Regulation 2005 that Council 
enter into negotiations with a view to purchasing a new B/Double Water Tanker. 

 
Resolution - Report: 913/2016 

192/2016 That the report REGPRO271516 Supply and Delivery of Water Meters be deferred until the 
Ordinary meeting of Council to be held on Monday, 23rd May 2016. 

 
Resolution - 914/2016 

193/2016 That Council advise the applicant that it is unable to assist in the provision of security facilities. 

 
Resolution – 915/2016  

194/2016 That Council authorise the General Manager to sign on behalf of Council the Deed of 
Agreement with the Commonwealth Government in respect of the 10 million dollars of funding provided 
to assist in the provision of enabling infrastructure for the Small stock Abattoir at Bourke. 

 
Resolution – 916/2016  

195/2016 
1. That Council note the contents of the Deed as provided to CAPRA Developments Pty Ltd. 
2. That Council be kept updated regarding the negotiation of the Deed of Agreement with CAPRA 

developments when further information is to hand.  

 
Resolution – 917/2016  

196/2016 
1. That Council select Staples Australia Pty Ltd  as a panel for the tender period and award this contract 

for the period 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2018, and 
2. That a provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on satisfactory supplier performance, 

which may take this contract through to 31 March 2019 
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MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS DISCUSSIONS 

 
 
Resolution - Bourke Show 
 

197/2016 That Council write to the Bourke P &A Association congratulating them on them on the 
organisation and promotion of the 2016 Bourke Show.  

 
 
Resolution - Bourke Public Library 

198/2016 That Council congratulate the staff at the Bourke Public Library on the innovative ways they 
are seeking to promote and increase utilisation of the facilities at the Library. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.30pm 
 


