
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Minutes 

 
Of the Ordinary Meeting Bourke Shire Council held at Council 

Chambers at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke, commencing at 9.00am 

 
 
 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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PRESENT 

C12.1 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following: 
  Harry Hart 
 

APOLOGIES 

 
Councillors were all in attendance. 
 

 

Councillors 21/01 18/02 25/03 08/04 22/04 27/05 17/06 22/07 26/08 23/09 28/10 25/11 

Cr Andrew Lewis          AP 
Re-elected 

  

Cr Robert Stutsel AP   AP AP        

Cr Victor Bartley              
left at 
9.09am 

Cr Sally Davis   AP AP      AP   

Cr Cec Dorrington   9.09am AP          

Cr Lachlan Ford     
9.18am 

   
 9.11am 

 

 
AP    

Cr Barry Hollman AP       AP   
Chair 
Re-elected 

  

Cr Jack Bennett      AP       

Cr Sarah Brown    AP         

Cr Stuart Johnson     AP      AP  

Staff  

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services 

Phil Johnston Manager of Tourism & Development 

Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

Peter Brown Manager of Works 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager of Environmental Services 

Kai Howard Executive Assistant/Minutes 
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
Cr Bartley declared an interest in the Rescission Motion – General Manager’s Report 364/2013 - 
Construction of Skate Park. 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

Date Event 

28/10/2013 Council Meeting 

30/10/2013 Police Medal and Award Ceremony 

06/11/2013 State Senior Management Meeting at Bourke 

11/11/2013 Remembrance Day Service 

15/11/2013 Protest in Central Park – Skate Park 

20/11/2013 Opened Council Ranger’s Conference at Diggers on the Darling 

20/11/2013 Attended Barwon Darling Water Users Alliance Meeting 

21/11/2013 Attended Western Lands Advisory Council Meeting 

23/11/2013 Attended PCYC Fundraising Ball 

24/11/2013 Attended meeting to discuss “Back O’ Bourke” Reunion for Easter 2015 

 
Resolution 

424/2013 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to Council on Monday, 25th 
November 2013 be noted. 
Moved Cr Lewis   Seconded Cr Hollman     Carried 

 
 



This is the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the Council 
Chambers at 9.00am 

This is Page 4 of 91 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the 
Council Chamber at 9.00am 

 

STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 

Report No Reports from the Business Paper 

011/2013 Business Arising 

122/2013 Bourke Drought Security 

123/2013 Byrock Water Supply 

367/2013 Drought Conditions within Bourke Shire Council 

368/2013 Wanaaring Medical Centre 

370/2013 Independent Local Government Review Panel 

461/2013 2012/2013 Annual Financial Statements 

462/2013 Budget Review to 30th September 2013 

463/2013 Delivery and Operational Plan Review as at 30th September 2013 

603/2013 Delegates Report – 2013 Nation Local Roads & Transport Congress 

 Activity Reports 

111/2013 Engineering Activity Report 

411/2013 Corporate Services Activity Report 

 Reports from Closed Session of Council 

372/2013 Update on Bourke Preschool 

465/2013 Rates Write-off 

466/2013 Property Lease 

511/2013 Update Round five Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF5). Proposed 
allocation of additional Financial Assistance Grant 2013-2014 

512/2013 Crossley Engine November Update 

 
Resolution 

425/2013 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25th November 2013 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

426/2013 That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 28th 
October 2013 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Cr Bartley left the meeting at 9.09am 
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Presentation of the Financial Statements from Gary Mottau, Hills Rogers Spencer Steer 
 

Council Auditor, Gary Mottau from Hill Rogers Spencer Steer joined the meeting by teleconference 
and presented Council with a summary of the Audit Report. The presentation focussed on 
Council’s ongoing compliance with the key indicators utilised by the Division of Local Government. 
 
Resolution 

427/2013 That Council received the information provided by Gary Mottau in relation to 
their Audit Report be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 



This is the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the Council 
Chambers at 9.00am 

This is Page 6 of 91 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the 
Council Chamber at 9.00am 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

Month/Year Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2013     

November 5
th

  9.30am LRC Meeting RFS – North Bourke 

 5
th

  10.30am LEMC Meeting  RFS – North Bourke 

 11
th

  11.00am Remembrance Day Central Park 

 12
th

 14
th

   2013 Local Roads & Transport Congress Alice Springs 

 25
th

  9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday  Council Chambers 

 

Month/Year  Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2014     

January 20
th

  9.00am Council Meeting - 3
rd

 Monday Council Chambers 

February 24
th

 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
March 24

th
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

April 28
th

 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
May 26

th
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

June 23rd 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
July 28

th
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

August 25
th

 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
September 22

nd
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

October 27
th

 9.00am Council Meeting - 4
th

 Monday Council Chambers 
November 24

th
 9.00am Council Meeting - 4

th
 Monday Council Chambers 

 

COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 
28th October 2013 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email/Fax Post Précis 

30/09/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” GM Councillors   

04/11/2013 Final Wanaaring Health Centre Minutes  Councillors   

04/11/2013 Senior Management Council Director 
Generals 

 Councillors   

05/11/2013 Itinerary for the Senior Management 

Council 
GM Councillors 

 
  

05/11/2013 Bourke Men’s Shed 5
th
 Anniversary 

Community Lunch Invitation  
 Councillors 

All Staff 
  

06/11/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” GM Councillors   

08/11/2013 LG Weekly Circular  Councillors Cr Bennett  

13/11/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” GM Councillors   

18/11/2013 Dealing with Rescission Motions 
Memo 

GM Councillors   

19/11/2013 Forum on NSW Arts & Culture 
Policy  

Noel Baum LG 
NSW 

Councillors   

19/11/2013 Letter Re: Skate Park Gerry Collins Councillors   
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 28TH NOVEMBER 2013 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager of Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager of Works 

 
213/2012 – Plaques – Rest Areas 
Responsible Officer:  MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Plaques to be applied to the three (3) rest areas named for 
Greens, Gleeson’s and Bowden’s Transport Companies 

 Plaques erected 

 Opening to be planned 

 
206/2013 - Review of Organisational Structure 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. That the Council obtain advice from Brewarrina Shire 
as to their willingness to continue negotiations in 
relation to a shared appointment of a qualified 
Engineer in the capacity of a Group Leader or similar. 

2. That the recommendations in relation to the 
realignment of any positions be considered prior to 
the advertising of any vacancies.  

3. The positions descriptions of positions identified 
within the report from Local Government 
Management Solutions as requiring review be 
undertaken in consultation with both the employee 
and any union involved. 

4. That the position descriptions of all employees be 
updated to reflect current duties performed and 
requirements of the organisation. 

1. In progress 
 

 
 
 

2. Ongoing 
 
 

3. In progress 
 
 
 
 

4. In progress 
 

 

 
254/2013 – Old Cemetery 
Responsible Officer: MENV 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Environmental staff work with Council’s Heritage Advisor to 
develop a Plan of Management for the old cemetery 

In progress,  Heritage advisor drafting 
Plan for review 
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297/2013 – Deed of Agreement with Brewarrina and Walgett Shires under Section 355 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Once finalised, the document be signed by the Mayor and 
General Manager on behalf of Council.  

 To be signed 

 
310/2013 – Financial Statements 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Refer the Financial Reports as at 30th June 2013 for Audit. 
2. Present to Council at the next available Council meeting 
after the Audit and Financial Reports  are received and that 
the required public notice has been given 

1. Audit being finalised  
2. Audited Financial to be presented 
to Council at the November Meeting 

 
336/2013 – Naming of the Bogan River Bridge at Beemery - CONFIDENTIAL 
Responsible Officer: MR 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council forward its preferred options for the naming 
of the Beemery Bridge over the Bogan River to the 
Roads and Maritime Services for their consideration 
and approval. 

2. That on receipt of that approval Council orders the 
required signage and organises an appropriate 
naming ceremony. 

1. Letter sent to RMS 
 
2. Awaiting reply – Manager of Roads 

to follow up 

 
350/2013 – Proposed Amendment of LEP 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Prepare a planning proposal to have the Bourke Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP 2012) amended to 
rezone IN2 Light Industrial land located in the 
western end of Bourke encompassing that land 
between Meek, Anson and Church Streets to R1 
General Residential. 

2. That a further report be presented to Council to 
obtain consent to submit that planning proposal to 
the NSW Department of Planning. 

Consultants being approached to 
further develop proposal 
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351/2013 – Construction of a Skate Park 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

The report to be deferred to the October Meeting of Council 
until the appropriate neighbours have had proper notification 
of the development 

Rescission motion received, further 
discussion to be take place at 
November meeting of Council 

 
354/2013 – Council Business Closure for the Christmas Period 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That all proposed closures for the Christmas period be 
advertised 

To be done closer to Christmas 

 
361/2013 – Lease to Gidgee Farming Pty Ltd 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. A new lease be drawn up for the remaining period of the 
lease 

2. Affix Council’s seal to the lease document 

Lease signed and returned 

 
362/2013 – Enngonia Hall Committee 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

GM formalise an agreement with the Enngonia Progress 
Association in regards to being the caretaker of the hall 

Meeting to be held in conjunction 
with town visit to be scheduled 

 
383/2013 – Open Forum – Wanaaring Medical Centre 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That both Local Members for Federal and State Government 
and other relevant parties be advised of Council’s ongoing 
concern in the provision of Health Services at Wanaaring. 

Minutes circulated 
Meeting held - completed 
 

 
389/2013 – Collection and Recycling of E Waste for Councils in the NetWaste Region 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Sign the Agreement once circulated appointing Reverse 
E-Waste as the exclusive service provider for E Waste 
collection and recycling. 

2. That Council ensures they meet the requirements of the 
arrangement 

Awaiting receipt of agreement for 
signing by Council. 
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390/2013 – Crossley Engine 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Report in regards to the ongoing operations of the Crossley 
Engine be submitted to the next meeting of Council 

MT&D to report to November 
Meeting of Council 

 

399/2013 – Review of Noxious Weeds Management in New South Wales 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Monitor the proposed changes to noxious Weeds 
Management and a further Report be tabled after the 
November 12th  Meeting of the Macquarie Valley 
Noxious Weeds Committee 

Awaiting further information 

 
400/2013 – Visit by Senior Management Council 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. That all available Councillors attend the meeting with 
the Senior Management Council on the 6th November 
2013 

2. That a workshop of Council be held to finalise the 
presentation to the Senior Management Council  

1. Meeting held and available Senior 
Management attended 

 
 
2. Draft document circulated 
3. Completed 

 

410/2013 – Financial Assistance to the Community – Rates Donation 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Donation in the amount of $289.50 towards the cost of 
rates for the CWA of NSW Wanaaring Branch 

Completed 

 

421/2013 – Tender 07/14 Purchase of Motor Grader 
Responsible Officer:  

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council purchase the Caterpillar 12M Grader from 
Westrac and accept their trade of $90,000.00 for a 
change over price of $235,000.00 

Order raised 
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422/2013 – Tender 09/14 Warrego River By-wash Bridge Responsible Officer:  

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council accepts the tender from Murray Constructions 
for the design and construction of the new bridge for 
$577,500 (inclusive GST). 

Letter of acceptance sent – contract 
requires Council’s Seal 

 

423/2013 – Rates Write-off 
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council write-off rates and charges as detailed in the 
confidential report 

To be finalised 

 

Resolution 

428/2013 That the information in the business arising as presented to Council on Monday, 
25th November 2013 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORTS 

 

File No: W2.2.9 

Report: 122/2013  Bourke Drought Security 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

 
Background 
This report provides future options for a sustainable water supply for the Bourke area; this 
report is to remind Council that reports have been completed and letters sent to the relevant 
Minister to fund and ensure the drought security of Bourke and North Bourke.  
 
A Water Feasibility Report was presented to Council in 2011 with a recommendation that 
Council resolve to make representations to State and Federal Governments for appropriate 
permissions and funding to implement the following options for water conservation 
initiatives: 

 Raising the height of the Bourke Weir by 1 Metre 

 A secondary weir and pumping regime within the Darling River to reduce water losses 
by evaporation (possibly Lagoon upstream of Bourke Weir)  

 Funding for a connecting pipeline between the Walkden’s Bore and the Bourke Water 
Treatment Plant 

 Installation of an additional Bore 

 

A full copy of the feasibility of future water supply options can be provided to Councillors 

upon request.  

Current Situation 
The Bourke area is again in the grip of a drought and a reliable and sustainable water supply is 
a crucial element for the proper functioning of the town and associated economic activities 
such as fulfilling the regional service centre functions and farming activities.   
  
Bourke Shire has a Drought Management Plan which was developed in response to drought 
incident experiences.  The Drought Management Plan sets out details of water supplies and 
usage for the Shire and includes triggers for water restriction programs to conserve supplies. 
The emergency bore that was drilled in 2009 is expected to provide a backup of 1 Ml per day.  
A pipeline of 15km is still required to make this option feasible; a further funding grant of 
$2,500,000 is needed to complete this emergency supply pipeline and necessary works. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council note the report on the Drought Security options for Bourke. 
 
Resolution 

429/2013 That Council note the report on the Drought Security options for Bourke. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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Resolution 

430/2013 That Council continue to seek Government assistance for funding to drought 
proof the town water supply. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 
9.56am Resolution   

431/2013 That Council suspend standing orders to conduct Open Forum 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

OPEN FORUM 

 
Mayor Andrew Lewis welcomed all present to the public forum indicating that two (2) 
person had formally requested  to speak at the public forum and they would be heard first. 
 
Phil Parnaby  
Detailed plans for Back to Bourke Reunion to be held in Bourke at Easter 2015 
 
Geoff Knight 
Spoke as Secretary of the Bourke Bowling Club against the location of the skate park 
 
Mark Hollman 
Spoke in support of the location of the skate park 
 
Lorraine Wood 
Against the location of the skate park 
 
Alan Morrall 
Against the location of the skate park 
 
John Holmes 
Detailed outcome of public meeting and spoke against the location of the skate park 
 
Roy Simpson 
Asked if there were any alternatives for the location of the skate park 
 
Tom Kavanagh 
Spoke for the proposed location of the skate park 
 
Shirley Booth 
Tendered apologies for Marg Jefferies and Karen Kuening and spoke against the location of 
the skate park 
 
Guy Regan 
Spoke in support of the location of the skate park 
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Melanie Milgate 
Spoke in support of the location of the skate park 
 
Ross Campbell 
Spoke against the location of the skate park 
 
Joan Dickson  
Spoke in support of the location of the skate park 
 
Peter Simmonds 
Spoke in support of the location of the skate park 
 
Peter Roe 
As the new Manager of the PCYC took the opportunity to introduce himself and acknowledge 
Council’s support of the PCYC. 
 
Betty Stefanovic 
As the new Manager for Community Corrections, (previously Probation and Parole) taking the 
opportunity  to introduce herself and detail the proposed move into the building at the corner 
of Glen and Mitchell Streets. 
 
Kylie Pennell 
Principal at Bourke Public School, information Council of the proposed commencement of the 
Early Years Transition Programme at Bourke Public School in 2014. 
 
Outlined work that has been undertaken at the school to construct a parking area at the rear 
of the school to reduce congestion in Green Street and seeking Council’s assistance in the 
upgrade of the lane access to the carpark 
 
10.47am, Council adjourned for morning tea  
 
11.12am Resolution 

432/2013 Council resolved to resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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File No: V1.2 - V2.1 - W2.1 - W2.2.9 

Report: 123/2013 Byrock Water Supply 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

 
Report 
The Byrock water supply is reaching a critical level with the water supply not expected to last 
until Christmas. NSW Office of Water have been notified that unless Byrock ground water 
tank receives significant rain in the coming weeks a water carting will commence.  
 
The relevant paper work for Council to receive subsidy from the State Government for water 
carting has been prepared and will be lodged before the November Council meeting if no rain 
has been received. 
 
 

   
Byrock water intake and ground tank 

 
Resolution 

433/2013 That Council note the report on the Byrock Water Supply. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No: P1.24 

Report: 364/2013 Rescission Motion -  Skate Park Facility 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
On 31st October 2013 a rescission motion was submitted signed by Cr Bennett, Cr Bartley, Cr 
Dorrington and Cr Johnson, as follows: 
 
Motion 

We, the undersigned herby give notice of our intention at the next meeting of Council to 
move that the resolution to locate a Skate Park and BMX Track in Central Park be rescinded. 
Moved Cr Johnston   Seconded Bennett    Lost 

 
The motion was put and lost 
 
For the motion were Cr Dorrington, Cr Johnson, Cr Bennett  
 
Against the motion were Cr Lewis, Cr Stutsel, Cr Ford, Cr Brown, Cr Hollman and Cr Davis. 
 
The following is Resolution number 398/2013 from the meeting of 28th October 2013. 
 
Resolution  

398/2013 That application DA 2013/0018 for the construction of a skate park at Central Park 
being Lot 83, DP 822050 57a Oxley Street Bourke for Bourke Shire Council, be granted consent 
subject to all conditions as listed. 
 
CONDITIONS 
 
1. DEVELOPMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH PLANS 
 
Objective 
To ensure the development proceeds in the manner assessed by Council. 
 
Performance 
Development is to take place in accordance with the attached stamped plans (Ref No DA 
2013/0018) and documentation submitted with the application and subject to the conditions 
below, to ensure the development is consistent with Council’s consent.   
 
NOTE:  Any alterations to the approved development application plans must be clearly 
identified WITH THE APPLICATION FOR A CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATE.   
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The Principal Certifying Authority for the project may request an application for modification 
of this consent or a new application in the event that changes to the approved plans are 
subsequently made.  An application to modify the development consent under s96 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979, as amended and will be subject to a 
separate fee. 
 
2. BUILDING CODE OF AUSTRALIA 2012 – AUSTRALIAN STANDARDS 
 
Objective 
To satisfy the Building Code of Australia 2012 and relevant Australian Standards. 
 
Performance 
The approved recreation facility (outdoor) must meet the relevant Australian Standards and 
the performance requirements of the Building Code of Australia 2012. Compliance with the 
Performance Requirements can only be achieved by:- 
 
a) complying with the Deemed to Satisfy Provisions; or 
b) formulating an Alternative Solution which:- 
 
i) complies with the Performance Requirements; or 
ii) is shown to be at least equivalent to the Deemed to Satisfy  
 
Provisions; or 
iii) a combination of both a) and b). 
 
3. IDENTIFICATION OF SITE 
 
Objective 
To clearly identify the site. 
 
Performance 
Provide a clearly visible sign to the site stating: 
 
a) Unauthorised entry is prohibited; 
b) Builders name and licence number; or owner builders permit number; 
c) Street number or lot number; 
d) Contact telephone number/after hours number; 
e) Identification of Principal Certifying Authority. 
 
4. SOIL EROSION 
 
Objective 
To prevent soil erosion during the course of development. 
 
Performance 
Measures are to be taken during the course of development to ensure satisfactory 
stabilisation of exposed areas to prevent soil erosion. 
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5. PROTECTION OF PUBLIC PROPERTY 
 
Objective 
To ensure Council’s and public assets are protected. 
 
Performance 
The owner/developer/builder will be held responsible for any damage caused to kerb, 
guttering and/or footpath during building operations. 
 
6. USE OF FOOTPATHS 
 
Objective 
To permit access over public places. 
 
Performance 
a) The storage of materials or the placement of sheds is not permitted on footpaths, 

roadways or in reserves.  Rubbish and building materials must be contained on the site. 
b)      No material, goods or machinery shall be stored, placed or otherwise permitted to stand 

between the building line and the street alignment. 
 
7.  NOISE 
 
Objective 
To limit the impact of noise on adjoining properties. 
 
Performance  
Building work may only be carried out on the site between the following hours: 
 
7.00am and 7.00pm Monday to Friday 
7.00am and 5.00pm Saturdays 
8.00am and 5.00pm Sundays and Public Holidays 
* This includes site works and delivery of materials 

8. LANDSCAPING 
 
Objective 
Ensure the installation and on-going maintenance of proposed landscaping 
 
Performance 
All landscaping proposed via this application is to be installed prior to the commencement of 
the use. Any landscaping that fails to establish should be replaced with a landscaping of a 
similar type or variety. All such landscaping must be maintained in perpetuity.  
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9. COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF CONSENT 
 
Objective 

To ensure the development proceeds in the manner as determined by Council. 

 

Performance 

All conditions of this consent are to be complied with to the standards specified prior to any 
occupation. 
 
10. OCCUPATION CERTIFICATE 
 
Objective 
To ensure compliance with the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Performance 
The development will require an Occupation Certificate PRIOR to use of the structure. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 

 

File No: C8.1 – C6.29 

Report: 365/2013 Visit by the Senior Management Council 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The visit to Bourke by the Senior Management Council, followed an invitation issued to Chris 
Eccles, Director General of the Department of Premier and Cabinet by the Mayor following 
the Community Cabinet held in Dubbo earlier this year. 
 
The Mayor and I had the opportunity to meet with Chris and Simon Smith the Deputy Director 
General  to discuss the issues facing Bourke and at that the time the article that appearing on 
the front page of the Sydney Morning Herald declaring Bourke to be the most dangerous 
place in the world. 
 
On the Saturday following their visit the article in relation to Bourke being the most violent 
town in Australia was published in the Good Weekend section of the Sydney Morning Herald 
and the opportunity was also taken to ensure that Senior Management Council received a 
copy of the article. Again the article had  a dramatic headline but the content of the article did 
reflect many of the issues that were to be highlighted to the Senior Management Council 
 
Current Situation: 
The visit was in my opinion very successful and provided the opportunity for Council to detail 
some of the more significant issues that have impacted the Bourke community for a number 
of years. 
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The presentation by Council highlighted that despite a plethora of reports, reviews and 
studies from a number of agencies including the New South Wales Ombudsman, the 
problems still exist with little substantive change. 
 
Council has since had correspondence from Chris Eccles indicating that the Senior 
Management Council would be further considering the issues in Bourke. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the work undertaken by the Manager of Tourism and Economic 
Development, Phil Johnston, in putting together the issues paper for the Senior Management 
Council  which was prepared following consultation with all other major agencies in town. 
 
The paper was designed not only to detail the problems but also to detail possible solutions to 
those problems which was appreciated by the members of the team. Also acknowledged in 
the issues paper was the fact that the problems will take an all of government approach to 
overcome. 
 
The Director General for Education and Communities, Michele Bruniges , will be back in 
Bourke on the 10th December to attend the Public School Presentation Night whilst the 
Director General of Family and Community Services, Michael Coutts-Trotter indicated that he  
also would be returning. 
 
This was the first time the Senior Management Council had met outside of Sydney and given 
the success of the visit it will possibly be the forerunner to others into the future. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There is no significant impact at this stage 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council receive and note the report.  
 
Resolution 

434/2013 That Council note the information in the visit by the Senior Management Council 
report. 
Moved Cr Stutsel  Seconded Cr Davis  Carried   Unstarred 
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File No: T3.1 – B6.1 

Report: 366/2013 Affixing of the Seal of Council to the Contact to Murray 
Construction for the Warrego By-Wash Bridge 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council called tenders for the Construction of the Warrego By-Wash Bridge earlier this year. 
 
Current Situation: 
At the meeting held on 28th October 2013 Council resolved to accept the Tender of Murray 
Constructions of Deniliquin. 
 
The seal of Council is required to be affixed to the contract in relation to the construction of 
the Bridge and approval is sought in accordance with Clause 400 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 for the seal to be affixed to the contact documents. 
 
Financial Implications 
The construction of the Warrego By-Wash Bridge was included in the 2013/2014 Operational 
Plan. 
 
Resolution 

435/2013 That Council approve the affixing of the Seal of Council on the contact 
documentation involving Bourke Shire Council and Murray Constructions in relation to the 
construction of the Warrego By-Wash Bridge. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Davis  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: W2.2.9.1 

Report: 367/2013 Drought Conditions within Bourke Shire Council 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The drought conditions which have been evident for over twelve months continue to be the 
cause of extreme concern amongst all landowners and Council share those concerns.  
 
Bourke has this year received only 117mm of rain well below the average of 307mm and has 
effectively been in drought for over twelve months. The forecast for rain over the next few 
weeks doesn’t provide any level of optimism for a change in the drought conditions. 
 
In a Mayoral Minute to the October Meeting Councillor Lewis provided Council with a 
summary of a meeting with the Rural Assistance Advisory Council held on the 24th October 
2013 and following a recommendation from the Mayor declared the Shire of Bourke as 
drought affected in the absence of any other formal mechanism for doing so. 
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Current Situation: 
Since the October Meeting the Mayor Councillor Andrew Lewis on behalf of Council has been 
actively seeking a re-introduction of the range of assistance for landowners that was available 
under the State Government’s previous drought policy, including assistance with the cost 
involved in the carting of stock, fodder and water 
 
Council has written to the Federal Member for Parkes, Mark Coulton MP, and the New South 
Wales Minister for Primary Industries Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson MP., The New South Wales 
Premier Hon. Barry O’Farrell MP and the New South Wales Treasurer Hon. Mike Baird MP and 
as appropriate have sent a copy to the Federal Minister for Agriculture Hon. Barnaby Joyce 
MP. , together with our Local Member and Minister for Western New South Wales Hon Kevin 
Humphries MP.  
 
Copies of those letters are attached. 
 
Council has invited Katrina Hodgkinson to visit Bourke to see for herself the severity of the 
situation and has offered to coordinate her visit locally. 
 
Council has also called on the Federal Government to assess the Bourke Shire Council for an 
Exceptional Circumstance (EC) declaration. 
 
In a recent press release Mayor Andrew Lewis has said that despite some claims to the 
contrary, most farmers in this western area of the state do adopt drought proofing measures. 
 
However, in the absence of any significant rainfall over the past twelve months most farmers 
had exhausted both the availability of pastures and reserves of fodder, and had also seen 
water storages dry up, some for the first time ever. 
 
Financial Implications: 
It is difficult to accurately determine the financial impact of the drought on individuals, 
Council and community; however, the impact would be significant and continues to grow on a 
daily basis. 
 
While the farming community and those in businesses ancillary to farming are the first to feel 
the financial impact, in time the impact spreads to the retail and other sectors of the 
community. 
  
The drought has affected Councils ability to maintain its road network with the dry condition 
impacting on works including maintenance grading. 
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Resolution 

436/2013  
1. That Council endorse the action taken to date in relation to the drought and continue 

to lobby the New South Wales and Federal Government to reintroduce their previous 
drought policies and the range of assistance provided under those policies as a matter 
of urgency. 

2. That Council acknowledge the Mayor and staff for the work undertaken lobbying both 
State and Federal Government in relation to the need for drought assistance. 

3. That Council ask the Rural Assistance Advisory Committee to visit the Unincorporated 
Area to review the area for possible drought declaration. 

Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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File No: V1.7 – H1.1 

Report: 368/2013 Wanaaring Medical Centre 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Councillors would remember the concerns which were raised at a Public Forum by a member 
of the Wanaaring Community regarding the operation and access to the Wanaaring Health 
Centre at times outside normal hours and when the nurse was out of town or otherwise 
unavailable. 
 
Current Situation: 
A number of meetings have been held in respect of the Health Centre at Wanaaring which 
sought to both ascertain the issues of the Wanaaring Community and also detail what action 
could be taken to address those issues. 
 
I met with Joy Adams the Director of Nursing and Midwifery Services for Western NSW Health 
in Mudgee on the 18th October 2013 and following telephone conversation with Wanaaring 
residents  on that day a further meeting was scheduled for the 23rd October at the Bourke 
Community Health Centre which also involved Joy Adams from Western NSW Health and 
Chris Wilson from NSW Ambulance Regional Office participating by video link.  
 
The meeting also involved Bourke Health Service, NSW Ambulance Bourke, Joan Treweeke a 
Board Member of Western Health Service, Bruce and Lee Hughston of Wanaaring Progress 
Association together with the Mayor, Phil Johnston and myself on behalf of the Bourke Shire 
Council. 
 
Details of the outcome of this meeting were minuted and these minutes circulated to all 
Councillors, meeting participants and the Wanaaring Community. 
 
Joy Adams agreed to a request from the Wanaaring Community to visit Wanaaring to see for 
herself the facilities at the Centre and get a better appreciation of the isolation of the 
community and its access to Medical Facilities.  
 
She visited Wanaaring on the 13th November and spoke to a gathering of the Wanaaring 
community and outlined the plans for the ongoing operation of the Health Centre. 
 
The Member for Barwon and Minister for Western New South Wales Hon Kevin Humphries 
MP also visited Wanaaring on the 7th November and the operation of the Health Centre was 
raised in his discussions with the community. 
 
Currently the Wanaaring Health Centre is being staffed on a temporary basis with expressions 
of interest being called for the fulltime position with the residents being told that the Health 
Centre will continue to operate. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The operation of the Wanaaring Health Centre is a matter for New South Wales Health, 
however, as part of its Community Strategic Plan Council has a responsibility to advocate on 
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behalf of its community in all areas of the Shire, to ensure that they have adequate access to 
health and medical services. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the information be received and noted 
 
Resolution 

437/2013 That Council note the information received regarding the operation of the  
Wanaaring Medical Centre. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 

File No: C8.9.1 

Report: 369/2013 Darling River Local Area Command Community Safety  Precinct  
Committee Meeting 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The meeting is aimed at increasing community awareness and responding to queries in 
relation to current issues within the community 
 
Current Situation: 
Given the recent adverse press that Bourke has received it is timely that an accurate overview 
be given by the Police in relation to issues within the town including, crime hot spots, police 
visibility and deployment and relevant statistics. 
 
The precinct meeting will also provide the opportunity for members of the community to 
raise any particular areas of concern. 
 
Council has been active in attempting a whole of Government approach is taken to solving a 
number of the social issues within Bourke a significant proportion of which ultimately 
contribute in an increase in crime related activity. 
 
Financial Implications: 
No significant Impact 
 
Recommendation: 
That all available Councillors attend the Bourke Community Safety Precinct Meeting to be 
held at 3.00 pm. on the 25th November 2013 
 
Resolution 

438/2013 That the information regarding the Darling River Local Area Command 
Community Safety Precinct Committee Meeting be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel  Seconded Cr Davis  Carried  Unstarred 
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File No: L8.24 

Report: 370/2013 Independent Local Government Review Panel 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Local Government Independent Review have released a number of reports over the past 
eighteen months and sought feedback on each of the reports. Bourke Shire has provided 
feedback to each of the reports and like many other Councils await the release of the final 
report and the opportunity to review the recommendations contained therein. 
 
The final report has been with the Minister for Local Government Hon Don Page MP for the 
past two weeks and it is anticipated that it will go before Cabinet this week or next. 
 
Current Situation: 
The President of Local Government New South Wales Keith Rhoades sent the following 
message to all Mayors and General Managers  on the 13th November 2013 and it was 
forwarded to Councillors at that time 
 
“I am writing to bring you up to date on the situation concerning the report of the 
Independent Local Government Review Panel. 
 
The Minister for Local Government, the Hon Don Page MP, received the report three weeks 
ago. I have been in weekly contact with the Minister, firstly seeking access to the report, 
and, secondly, seeking advice as to when its recommendations would be considered by 
Cabinet. 
 
In our discussions, the Minister indicated that he was anxious to make the report public as 
soon as possible, but that he first wished to discuss its contents with the Premier and to then 
have it listed for Cabinet consideration. 
 
Three weeks have now elapsed and there is still no information as to when the report will be 
released. I am advised that it was not considered by Cabinet this week, it may be listed for 
Cabinet consideration next week, but there is no guarantee that this will happen. 
 
It is essential that the Review Panel's report be released without further delay. I am 
continuing to press the Minister on its release, and will be following it up with the Premier. 
I am well aware that the major issue of concern for member Councils is the question of 
amalgamations. I wish to stress that the policy of LGNSW is quite clear. NO FORCED 
AMALGAMATIONS. I will vigorously pursue this policy if amalgamations are recommended. 
 
I will keep you informed of developments.” 
 
It is obvious that the contents of the Panel’s Report will be of interest to all within Local 
Government and has the potential to recommend significant changes on a range of issues 
which were raised in previous reports. 
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Financial Implications: 
No financial implication will be identified until the paper is released 
 
Recommendation: 
That all Councillors be forwarded a copy of the report once it becomes available. 
 
Resolution 

439/2013 that Council note the information regarding Independent Local Government 
Review Panel 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 

 

File No: E2.1 – E2.3.4 

Report: 371/2013 Conduct of Local Government Elections 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Conduct of the Local Government Elections in New South Wales has for some time been 
undertaken by the New South Wales Electoral Commissioner, however, with the passing of 
the Local Government Amendment (Elections) Act 2011 on 27th June 2011 the responsibility 
for the conduct of the elections changed  and as a result there were  changes to the Local 
Government Act 1993 (the Act) concerning the conduct of elections. 
  
Since the passing of the above legislation and a subsequent amendment to section 296 of the 
Local Government Act it now provides that Council elections (and, by operation of section18 
of the Act, constitutional referendums and polls) are to be administered by the General 
Manager. 
 
Council in April this year resolved to appoint the New South Wales Electoral Commissioner to 
conduct all elections, referendums and polls on behalf of Bourke Shire Council. 
 
Current Situation: 
Subsequent to Council passing the fore mentioned resolution there was an amendment to 
section 296 of the Local Government Act 1993 which had the effect of making the previous 
resolution invalid. 
 
Section 296 of the Local Government Act 1993 was amended earlier this year to  enhance the  
flexibility of Councils to make decisions on the conduct of their elections. To address concerns 
raised by local Government and the New South Wales Electoral Commissioner (NSWEC) on 
the timing of making a decision on the conduct of elections, amendments were made to 
section 296 of the Act. Key Changes include 
 

- Councils are able to decide up to 18 months prior to an ordinary election to enter into 
a contract with the NSWEC to conduct all of their elections, referendums and polls and 
to enter into any such contract up to 15 months before the election. 
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 - The contract may be terminated by either party at any time following the ordinary 
election and will expire 18 months prior to the next ordinary election unless 
terminated earlier.  

 
-  Councils may also enter into a contract with the NSWEC to conduct their individual 

elections (other than ordinary elections), referendums and polls at any time.  
 

-  In exceptional circumstances the NSWEC may agree to conduct an ordinary election at 
any time.  

 
-  Councils that have already resolved to engage the NSWEC to conduct a by-election 

under section 296 within 12 months of the 2012 ordinary election will not be obliged 
to use the NSWEC to conduct other elections, referendums or polls.  

 
The utilisation of the New South Wales Electoral Commission seems to me to be the most cost 
effective way for Bourke Shire Council to conduct its election process. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision has been made in the budget for a contribution to a reserve to assist in the conduct 
of the quadrennial elections which are estimated to be around $30,000.00. The establishment 
of the reserve has allowed the costs to be apportioned over the four (4) year period. 
 
Recommendation: 
That Bourke Shire Council (‘”The Council”) resolves: 
1. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (“the Act”) that an 
election arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to 
administer all elections of the Council.  
 
2. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and modified by s.18, that a Council 
poll arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to administer 
all council polls of the Council.  
 
3. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and modified by s. 18, that a 
constitutional referendum arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral 
Commissioner to administer all constitutional referenda of the Council  
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Resolution 

440/2013 That Bourke Shire Council (‘”The Council”) resolves: 
1. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (“the Act”) that an 
election arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to 
administer all elections of the Council.  
 
2. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and modified by s.18, that a Council 
poll arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to administer 
all council polls of the Council.  
 
3. Pursuant to s. 296(2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and modified by s. 18, that a 
constitutional referendum arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral 
Commissioner to administer all constitutional referenda of the Council  
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 458/2013 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31.10.2013 

Balances as per Bank Statement 853,011.91 

Plus: Deposit not shown 12,485.25 

Less: Unpresented Cheques 10,059.70 

Less: Unprocessed  EFTPOS 281.55 

Balance as per Cash Book 855,155.91 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31.10.2013 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General 5,536,976.35 200,000.00 

Water 2,624,659.59  

Sewer 2,030,431.18  

Trust 142,923.98  

Total Funds 10,334,991.10  

 
Investments as at 31.10.2013 

National Australia Bank 314,589.73 4.1% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,006,907.57 3.8% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 3.8% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,226,314.53 3.8% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 622,410.06 3.8% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 513,570.42 3.8% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,061,715.20 3.75% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,220,623.57 3.76% 123 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 513,704.11 3.8% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 3.81% 183 Days A1+ 

Total Investments 9,479,835.19    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local 
Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31.10.2013 

Balance as per cash book 855,155.91 

Investments -2,282,878.17 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 3,138,034.08 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.10.2013 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 30.9.2013  31.10.2013 

General Fund 5,213,331.93 323,644.42 5,536,976.35 

Water Fund 2,570,874.91 53,784.68 2,624,659.59 

Sewer Fund 2,047,952.97 -17,521.79 2,030,431.18 

Trust Fund 125,991.34 16,932.64 142,923.98 

Investments -10,013,537.60 533,702.41 -9,479,835.19 

Totals -55,386.45 910,542.36 855,155.91 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 30.9.2013       -55,386.45 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates 174,335.20 

(b) Other Cash  3,523,736.23 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting 1,722,182.68 

(b) New Investment  1,065,346.39 

Balance as at 31.10.2013 855,155.91 

 
Resolution 

441/2013 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council 
and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st October 2013 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 459/2013 Investment Report as at 31st October 2013 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 



This is the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the Council 
Chambers at 9.00am 

This is Page 37 of 91 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.00am 

 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The original 2013/14 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $315,000 
which represents an estimated return of 3.5%. This revenue is split proportionally 
across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance 
with cashflow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st October 2013 is 
$9,479,835.19. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31st October 2013 is $175,657.18. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 
 
Term Deposits 
Investments as at 31.10.2013 

National Australia Bank 314,589.73 4.1% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,006,907.57 3.8% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 3.8% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,226,314.53 3.8% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 622,410.06 3.8% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 513,570.42 3.8% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,061,715.20 3.75% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,220,623.57 3.76% 123 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 513,704.11 3.8% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,000,000.00 3.81% 183 Days A1+ 

Total Investments 9,479,835.19    
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Percentage of Total Portfolio 100% 
Average Investment Yield  3.85% 
 
Portfolio Performance 
The average 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 31st October 2013 was 2.5% whilst 
the 11 am Cash Rate was 3.35%. 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $533,702.41 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution 

442/2013  
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st October 2013 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 460/2013 Rates Write-off 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Rates write-off – Assessment Number – 1344-00000-3 
 
The following Assessment relates to Service Charges on two (2) parcels of land on Aubrey 
Street, Fords Bridge (Lots 12 & 13 Section 44 DP 758419). In error, Council rated this 
assessment as being a residence with occupied services. Independent verification has now 
confirmed that the land is vacant and that the client was incorrectly charged for village 
occupied water and village tip maintenance. 
 
The rates levied on Assessment 1344-00000-3 for the period 1st July 2013 to 30th June 2014 
equals $695.00.  
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Recommendation 
Council write-off rates for Assessment 1344-00000-3 to the value of $695.00. 
 
Resolution 

443/2013 That Council write-off rates for Assessment 1344-00000-3 to the value of $695.00. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Davis  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 461/2013 2012/2013 Annual Financial Statements 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
In accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act, this report is presenting 
Council’s Audited Financial Reports and the Auditors Report to Council. 
 
Background 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 49 (1) stipulates that Council must present its 
audited Financial reports, together with the auditors reports to a meeting of Council. 
 
Prior to the report being presented to Council, public notice in accordance with Section 418 of 
the Local Government Act must be undertaken. Such notice has been given, by advertising in 
the Western Herald and on Council’s website. 
 
Issues 

 The statements are prepared in accordance with the Division of Local Government 
Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting Guidelines. 

 The Buildings revaluation process for 2012/2013 was in accordance with the Division 
of Local Government’s recommended techniques/guidelines and approved by 
Council’s External Auditors. 

 Council sought an extension to lodge the 2012/2013 Financial Reports under section 
416 (2) of the Local Government Act. The extension was requested due to Council 
undertaking a total review of all assets over the past twelve months. 

 An extension was approved by Chief Executive, Local Government Ross Woodward.  
 

Assessment 
a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 – Sections 418/419/420. 
Local Government Code of accounting Practice and Financial Reporting – Update 21 
issued June 2013. 
 

b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
The Annual Financial Statements reflect the transactions previously reported to 
Council at the Quarterly Budget Reviews and the end of year adjustments. The 
financial Statements were referred to audit by Council at the 26th August 2013 
Ordinary Meeting of Council. 
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Report 
Council’s operating result was a deficit of $2.62 million as compared with a $1.274 million in 
the previous year. This total is an overall decrease over the previous year of $1,346 which can 
largely be attributed to reduction in financial assistance, flood restoration and transport 
grants. 
 
Summarised outlines of the operating result and financial position are detailed below: 

 
Summary of Financial Reports 

For the year ending 30th June 2013 
 

Income Statement 2013 ($000’s) 2012 ($000’s) 

Total Operating Revenues 19,200 20,694 

Total Operating Expenses 21,820 21,968 

Net Operating Result for Year (2,620) (1,274) 

Net Operating for year Before Grants for Capital 
purposes 

(3,599) (2,342) 

 

Balance Sheet 2013 2012 
(revised) 

2012 

Current Assets 12,702 12,929 12,929 

Current Liabilities 4,869 5,004 5,004 

Non Current Assets 212,816 211,360 199,991 

Non Current Liabilities 3,485 3,509 3,509 

Net Assets/Equity 217,164 215,776 191,478 

 
Other Financial Information 
Note 13 of the Financial Statements provides performance measurement indicators and these 
are summarised below: 
 

Indicator 2013 2012 

Unrestricted Current Ratio 2.29:1 2.19:1 

Debt Service Ratio 5.64% 5.89% 

Rates and annual Charges Coverage % 17.44% 15.87% 

Rates and Annual Charges Outstanding % 11.90% 8.20% 

Asset Renewal Ratio 87.24% 52.42% 

 
Financial Position as at 30th June 2013 
 
Unrestricted Current Ratio 
The unrestricted current ratio is an indicator that Council is able to pay its debt as and when 
they fall due. Council has improved the unrestricted current ratio this financial year. The 
Department benchmark for this ratio is a minimum of 1.5:1. 
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Available Working Capital 
These are funds available to Council to meet unforseen and unbudgeted expenditure, and 
exclude any funds in reserve.  
 
Available working funds in 2012/13 decreased by $322,000 taking the 30/06/2012 figure to 
$5,263 million compared to $5,585 million as at 30/06/12.  
 
Councils Auditors have indicated the Available Working Capital to be adequate after taking 
into consideration the nature and level of internally restricted assets (reserves) that have 
been set aside. 
 
Debt Service Ratio 
This is a ratio that represents the value of Council’s revenue (excluding special purpose grants 
and contributions), that is applied to repayment of Loans.  
Council’s Debt Service Ratio has reduced to 5.64% as at 30th June 2013. 
 
Council’s Auditors have indicated that a figure less than 10% is considered good with the 
Division of Local Government suggesting that a over 10% needs to be monitored. 
 
Cash Assets as at 30th June 2013  
 
Cash and Investments 
This figure includes funds held in internal and external reserves across all of the Council’s 
functions along with any unspent specific purpose grants and contributions.  
 
The total cash and investments figure increased by $1,234 million during 2012/13; taking the 
figure of $9.657 million as at 30th June 2012 to $10.891 million as at 30th June 2013. 
 
Receivables as at 30th June 2013 
 
Rates and Annual Charges 
Council’s net Rates and Annual Charges amounted to $3.348 million and represented 17.44% 
of Council’s overall revenue for 2012/13. 
 
Outstanding Rates and Annual Charges 
The Rates and Annual charges outstanding % has increased in 2012/2013 from 8.20% to 
11.9%.  
 
Council finance staff have worked hard to collect outstanding Rates and Charges when time 
was available.  Numerous arrangements are now in place. Management and staff are 
currently preparing to hols a sale for unpaid rates in March 2014.  
 
Payables as at 30th June 2013 
 
Employee Leave Entitlements  
Employee Leave Entitlements (ELE) are the leave entitlements which were accrued as at the 
30th June 2013, and equate to $2,469 million. 
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Council had a cash reserve of $594,000, funding the liability at 24.06%.  
 
Council’s Auditors have indicated that the Division of Local Government requires Council to 
fund ELE at a minimum of 20%. 
 
Other 
 
Building and Infrastructure Renewal 
The Building and Infrastructure renewal ratio is an indicator of the proportion of depreciation 
which is being funded by expenditure on new assets. A ratio greater than 100% indicates that 
Council is spending more on asset renewal than the depreciation charge for the year.  
Councils Asset Renewal was 87.24%.  
 
Audit Opinion 

1. The Council’s accounting records have been kept in accordance with the requirements 
of the Local Government Act 1993, Chapter 13 part 3 Division 2; and 

2. The financial reports: 
a. Has been presented in accordance with the requirements of this Division; 
b. Is consistent with the Council’s accounting records 
c. Presents fairly the Council’s financial position, the results of its operations and 

its cash flows; and 
d. Is in accordance with applicable Accounting Standards and other mandatory 

professional reporting requirements in Australia. 
3. All information relevant to the conduct of the audit has been obtained; and 
4. There are no material deficiencies in the accounting records or financial report that we 

have become aware of during the course of the audit. 
 
Conclusion 
The Unrestricted Current Ratio has continued to improve over the past year to an acceptable 
position. The Unrestricted Current Ratio is a financial indicator and represents Council’s ability 
to meet its debts and obligations as they fall due. The available Working Capital position has 
also improved to a satisfactory level. 
 
Council continues to maintain a relatively low level of debt and is in a sound financial position 
as reflected in our Auditor’s reports and demonstrated by the financial performance 
indicators.  
 
Council will need to continue to closely monitor the budget during the current and future 
years to ensure that the positive result continues to ensure the ongoing consolidation of the 
Councils financial position. 
 
Summary 
Management have undertaken a full review of all assets belonging to Council during the 2012-
2013 financial year. The review included the amalgamation of two asset registers and the 
revaluation of buildings, other structures and land.  
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The process identified the following: 

 A material difference as to where some assets actually sat, in respect to their asset life 
cycle, relative to what the value of accumulated depreciation in Council’s Financial 
Reports had previously indicated 

 Asset values recorded in previous reporting periods were affected. 

 Bring to account assets that had previously not appeared on the register 

 Removing assets no longer owned by Council 

 Assets within Building categories Specialised and Non Specialised have been more 
correctly aligned with asset type. 

 The process resulted in a net increase in Council’s assets. 
 
The review took longer than expected and Management sort an extension off the Division of 
Local Government to lodge the Financial Statements. Chief Executive, Local Government Mr 
Ross Woodward approved the request on 5th November 2013 with an extension until 21st 
November 2013. 
 
Mr Woodward noted “I congratulate the Council on taking steps to improve the quality of 
asset information in its financial statements. Having accurate and reliable information on 
Council’s assets is extremely important and there are positive benefits to the community 
through appropriate asset management” 
 
Special mention is made to John Kauter for the development and input into the complex asset 
system Council now holds, also to all Managers Mark Gordon Manager Roads, Peter Brown 
Manager Works, Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services and Phil Johnston 
Manager Tourism and Development for their contribution and knowledge of assets held by 
Council and input to the register. Finally to Charlotte Finch for her dedication, persistence and 
expertise to combine the registers, sourcing the information and produced detailed and 
accurate information for Council to use. 
 
The Financial Statements were submitted to the Division of Local Government on 19th 
November 2013.  
 
Councillors have been issued with a copy of the audited Financial Statements under separate 
cover, and copies are available for viewing by the public via the web page or at the Council 
Chambers. 
 
Section 420 of the Local Government Act stipulates that Council must allow a period of 7 days 
after accepting the Financial Statements for the public to make written submissions on the 
audited Financial Reports and/or the Auditors Report. Any submissions are referred to 
Council’s Auditors for further comment as required. 
 
Resolution 

444/2013 That Council acknowledges the efforts of all staff and consultants engaged in 
ensuring that Council asset register was accurate and reflective of all assets held by Council 
and the condition of those assets. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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Resolution 

445/2013 That Council adopts the 2012/2013 Audited Financial Statements and Auditor’s 
Reports, as presented. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 

 

File No: F1.6 

Report: 462/2013 Budget Review to 30th September 2013   

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Budget Review as at 30th September 2013 is currently being finalised and will be 
forwarded out to Councillors. 
 
Budget Review to 30 September 2013 
 
Introduction 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) requires a 
council’s responsible accounting officer to prepare and submit a Quarterly Budget Review Statement 
(QBRS) to the governing body of council within two months of the end of the quarter. Herewith is the 
report:  
 
Background 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines of the preparation of QBRS to Council in 
December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guideline commencing in July 2011 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out in the 
operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income and 
expenditure for that year. 
 
It also requires the budget review statement to include a report by the responsible accounting officer 
as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates Council to be in a satisfactory financial 
position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, to include recommendations for remedial 
action. 
 
Issues 

 The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented to Council 
within two months of the end of the quarter. 

 The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local Government’s 
Guidelines in December 2010. 

 
Assessment 

(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) clause 203 requires a Council’s 
Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget review statement to 
the governing body of Council within two months of the end of the quarter 
Division of Local Government – Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued December 2010 
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(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
Council’s original budget was adopted on 17th June 2013 and reflected an overall surplus of 
$559,833. 
 

(c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice 
Nil 
 
 

(d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 

 
Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the September 2013 review period and is presented to Council for 
consideration. 
  
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and other 
officers where applicable.  
 
Council adopted a surplus $559,833 cash based budget as part of the 2013/14 Operational Plan at the 
17th June 2013 Council Meeting. A report to the 26th August 2013 Council meeting identified an 
increase in the anticipated Financial Assistant Grant funding expected to be received. The total 
increase was $480,435 made up of the General Purpose component of $431,416 and the Roads 
component of $49,019. The Roads component of the grant is allocated to road works in the budget 
and an adjustment has been made to the roads program. Other adjustments have now taken place 
across the total budget to show consolidated surplus of $783,125. 
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the September QBRS is estimated to be a surplus of 
$783,125. 
 
A break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added back: 
 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating result 

General ($26,171,307) $22,801,925 $3,533,814 $164,432 

Water ($4,575,623) $4,671,618 $279,073 $375,068 

Sewer ($1,833,522) $1,905,842 $171,306 $243,626 

Total $32,580,452 $29,379,385 $3,984,193 $783,126 

 
The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below: 
 
Financial Assistance Grant: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Increase in Financial Assistance Grant – General Allocation 433,176 

Less overpayment 11/12 FAG – General Allocation (1,760) 

Increase in Financial Assistance Grant – Roads Allocation 55,314 

Less overpayment 11/12 FAG - Road Allocation (6,295) 

Net adjustment – Budget Increase $480,435 
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Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Operational Income – additional 210,118 

Operational Expenses – additional (258,052) 

Capital Income and Contribution - decrease (40,000) 

Capital Expenditure - additional (169,209) 

Transfer to/from Reserves  

Net adjustment - Budget (257,143) 

 
Capital Works Projects Carried Forward: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Capital works carried over 2012/2013 -  

 General Works 281,885 

 Water projects  

 Sewerage projects  

Capital works reserve (281,885) 

Net adjustment – Budget Result $0 

 

Summary Budget Impact 

Original Budget surplus 559,833 

Financial Assistance Grants 480,435 

Operating and Capital works adjustments (257,143) 

Capital Works Projects Carried Forward 0 

Total Change - Surplus $783,125 

 
The revised budget result following the September QBRS is estimated to be a surplus of $783,125. 
 
Conclusion 
The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 30th September 2013 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer provided under 
separate cover to Council. 
 

Resolution 

446/2013 
1. That the document entitled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement – September 2013” 

be received and noted 
2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget 

Review Statement – September 2013” be approved and the appropriate amendments. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: P4.2 

Report: 463/2013 Delivery and Operational Plan Review as at 30th September 2013   

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Delivery and Operation Plan review as at 30th September 2013 has been completed and 
forwarded out to Councillors. 
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Resolution 

447/2013 That the Delivery and Operation Plan Review as at 30th September 2013 be 
received and adopted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.10 

Report: 464/2013 Proposed Properties to be sold in a Section 713 Sale of land for 
Unpaid Rates 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background 
Over the past 2 years, Council have made considerable effort to reduce the amount of 
Outstanding Rates & Charges owed to Council. This has involved contacting the owners of 
each property, trying to negotiate a repayment agreement and in some cases legal action 
through the courts system.  
 
In spite of Council's best efforts, outstanding monies have been unable to be recovered 
against the following properties. As a last resort, Council proposes to exercise its right to sell 
the following properties for non-payment of rates, as per Section 713 (1) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 that states that land can be sold when a rate or charge becomes 
overdue if (a) in the case of vacant land, it has remained unpaid for more than one year or (b) 
in the case of any other land, it has remained unpaid for more than 5 years. 
 
A Section 713 Sale is proposed to be held on Saturday 1 March 2014 at 10:00 am in the 
Council Chambers located at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke. Expressions of interest to provide the 
services of an Auctioneer and Solicitor/Conveyancer have been sought and received 
Management are currently reviewing all EOI’s. 
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Assess No 
Owner/Persons of 

Interest 
Property 

Description 
 Property 

Type   Land Value   Rates   Water   Debtor  

 Total 
Outstanding 
@ 30/06/13  

Rates Levied  
5 yrs 

(Dwelling) or 
12 mths 

(Vacant Land) 

Amount of 
Rates > 5 

yrs 
(Dwelling) 
or 12 mths 

(Vacant 
Land) 

 
Criteria/Timeframes 

Met  

8-00000-2 John Brooke 
Lot 8 Section 3 DP 
1696  Vacant Land $450.00 $530.44     $530.44 $91.36 $439.08 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 5 yrs 

  

Machattie Street, 
Barringun NSW 
2840 

Machattie Street, 
Barringun                 Rates > Land Value 

44-05000-3 
Leslie James Bunyan 
(Jnr) Lot 25 DP 829041 Vacant Land $2,000.00 $11,060.12     $11,060.12 $2,323.51 $8,736.61 

Debt on Vacant 
Land  
> 5 yrs 

  
PO Box 213, Bourke 
NSW 2840 

9 Adams Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

47-20000-1 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 27 DP 907214 Vacant Land $700.00 $4,902.09     $4,902.09 $1,994.65 $2,907.44 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

25 Adelaide 
Street, Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

53-00000-6 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 1088424 Vacant Land $500.00 $4,875.27     $4,875.27 $1,986.38 $2,888.89 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

17A Adelaide 
Street, Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

60-00000-7 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lot 7 Section 95 
DP 758144 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,887.08     $4,887.08 $1,989.88 $2,897.20 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

3 Adelaide Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

61-00000-6 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lot 8 Section 95 
DP 758144 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,887.08     $4,887.08 $1,989.88 $2,897.20 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

1 Adelaide Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 
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62-00000-5 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lots 2-4 Section 
88 DP 758144 Vacant Land $1,900.00 $5,040.24     $5,040.24 $2,035.45 $3,004.79 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

Western Lands 
Lease 9532                 Rates > Land Value 

    
2-6 Adelaide 
Street, Bourke                   

71-00000-4 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 11 DP 906943 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,887.08     $4,887.08 $1,989.88 $2,897.20 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

24 Adelaide 
Street, Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

74-00000-1 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lots 7 & 8 DP 
8402 Vacant Land $1,100.00 $4,945.62     $4,945.62 $2,037.44 $2,908.18 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

30-32 Adelaide 
Street, Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

144-00000-7 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 10 DP 629712 Vacant Land $2,500.00 $5,029.96     $5,029.96 $2,052.89 $2,977.07 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

25 Anson Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

195-00000-5 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot E DP 36416 Vacant Land $1,500.00 $4,983.25     $4,983.25 $2,020.35 $2,962.90 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

15 Mertin Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

201-00000-7 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot Y DP 449584 Vacant Land $300.00 $4,850.53     $4,850.53 $1,978.83 $2,871.70 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

2 Church Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

418-00000-6 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot A DP 394921 Vacant Land $2,000.00 $5,007.27     $5,007.27 $2,025.44 $2,981.83 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 
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Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

13 Hope Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

420-00000-2 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 5 DP 668029 Vacant Land $2,500.00 $4,930.59     $4,930.59 $2,042.50 $2,888.09 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

9 Hope Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

423-00000-9 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 2 DP 501878 Vacant Land $900.00 $4,920.41     $4,920.41 $1,938.58 $2,981.83 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

3 Hope Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

424-00000-8 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 501878 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,883.05     $4,883.05 $1,988.22 $2,894.83 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

1 Hope Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

426-00000-6 
NAR Australia Pty 
Ltd 

Lot 2 Section 47 
DP 758144 Vacant Land $2,100.00  $ 2,260.56      $2,260.56 $1,826.81 $433.75 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

112/322 Military 
Road, Cremorne 
NSW 2090 

2-4 Hope Street, 
Bourke                  Rates > Land Value 

512-100000-9 

Lily May Good, 
Ester Louisa Good & 
Florence Ethel 
Harrington Lot 1 DP 1160158 Vacant Land $200.00 $4,343.46     $4,343.46 $1,947.11 $2,396.35 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  
12A Meek St, 
Bourke NSW 2840 

12A Meek Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

516-00000-7 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 304265 Vacant Land $900.00 $4,916.63     $4,916.63 $1,997.99 $2,918.64 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

20 Meek Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 
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570-00000-0 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 982276 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,883.76     $4,883.76 $1,988.51 $2,895.25 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

3 Mertin Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

571-00000-9 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 11 DP 135060 Vacant Land $600.00 $4,883.76     $4,883.76 $1,988.51 $2,895.25 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

1 Mertin Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

926-00000-1 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lots A & B DP 
421041 Vacant land 

 
$10,300.00  $ 6,851.50  $609.05 $7,000.00 $14,460.55 $2,286.65 $12,173.90 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

66-68 Short 
Street, Bourke                 

Total Debts  
 > Land Value 

1047-00000-3 

Estate of the Late 
Mona Mary Ann 
O'Sullivan Lot 1 DP 912834 House $9,000.00 $12,750.84 $5,159.87   $17,910.71 $11,123.54 $6,787.17 

Debt on Dwelling  
> 5 yrs 

  

C/ Kerrie Brown, PO 
Box 336, Bourke 
NSW 2840 

46 Tudor Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

1055-00000-2 
William Edward 
Kendall Lot C DP 409400 

Vacant Land 
& Garage $9,000.00 $16,058.90 $308.73 $28,391.00 $44,758.63 $12,743.57 $32,015.06 

Debt on Dwelling 
> 5 yrs 

  

375 Elliotts Road, 
Myrtle Creek NSW 
2469 

62 Tudor Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

1131-00000-0 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 973661 Vacant Land $1,000.00 $4,933.81     $4,933.81 $2,003.67 $2,930.14 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

10 Yanda Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

1132-00000-9 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot B DP 936563 Vacant Land $800.00 $4,910.14     $4,910.14 $1,996.69 $2,913.45 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

8 Yanda Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 
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1141-00000-8 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd 

Lots 11,12 & 23 
Section 97 DP 
758144 Vacant Land $1,800.00 $4,880.77     $4,880.77 $2,021.80 $2,858.97 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

Western Lands 
Lease 12651                 Rates > Land Value 

    
15 Yanda Street, 
Bourke                   

1284-00000-5 

Murrawarri 
Aboriginal 
Corporation Lot 13 DP 711411 Vacant Land $400.00  $    442.36      $442.36 $153.23 $289.13 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  
Irrara Street, 
Enngonia NSW 2840 

Belalie Street, 
Enngonia                 Rates > Land Value 

1344-10000-1 
John Edwin 
Donohoe 

Lot 14 Section 44 
DP 758419 Vacant Land $740.00 $1,245.30     $1,245.30 $224.80 $1,020.50 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 5 yrs 

  
Aubrey Street, Fords 
Bridge NSW 2840 

Aubrey Street, 
Fords Bridge                 Rates > Land Value 

1544-00000-1 
House & Land Sales 
Pty Ltd Lot 1 DP 1148806 Vacant Land $2,300.00 $2,687.60     $2,687.60 $1,099.07 $1,588.53 

Debt on Vacant 
Land > 12 mths 

  

Unit 215 / 430 
Marine Parade, 
Biggera Waters QLD 
4216 

4 High Street, 
Bourke                 Rates > Land Value 

        $58,490.00 $156,669.47 $6,077.65 $35,391.00 $198,138.12       
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Recommendation 
1. That Council holds a Section 713 Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates on Saturday, 1 March 2014 at 

10:00 am. That Council resolve to include all of the following properties.  
2. That in accordance with Section 715 (2) (b), the only acceptable payment arrangement is 

payment of all Rates and Charges and that if all outstanding monies are paid in full and to 
Council's satisfaction, this will be the only reason for withdrawing a property from the Sale.  

3. That personal cheque payments for any of the following properties will not be accepted 5 
working days prior to the Sale. 

 
Resolution 

448/2013 
1. That Council holds a Section 713 Sale of Land for Unpaid Rates on Saturday, 1 March 2014 at 

10:00 am and that the sale include all properties listed within the report.  
2. That in accordance with Section 715 (2) (b), the only reason for the withdrawal of any 

property from sale will be the payment in full of all outstanding rates and charges.  
3. That personal cheque payments for any of the listed properties will not be accepted within 

five (5) working days prior to the Sale. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
 



This is the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the Council 
Chambers at 9.00am 

This is Page 54 of 91 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.00am 

 

DELEGATES REPORT 

 

File No: S1.3 

Report: 603/2013 2013 National Local Roads and Transport Congress Alice Springs, NT 
13th – 15th November 2013 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

 
Over 250 delegates from Councils across Australia met in Alice Springs on 13 - 14 November 
2013 at the fourteenth National Local Roads and Transport Congress. The Congress 
recognised the essential role of local infrastructure in communities across Australia in 
particular the importance of Local Government roads and regional airports in achieving social, 
economic and environmental outcomes at the local and national level. 
  
The Congress welcomed the Prime Minister's commitment to invest in the nation's 
infrastructure and how it will drive Australia's future prosperity. Delegates resolved to work 
collaboratively with the Government on productivity gains through agreed roads and 
transport reform, and targeted infrastructure investment.  
 
Delegates applauded the Government's commitment to the Roads to Recovery Program, 
Black Spots funding, Regional Aviation Access program, and the Outback Way of $33 million, 
and the Commonwealth’s commitment to a $300 million Bridges Renewal Program.  
 
The Congress received the first national State of the Assets Report. This Report, prepared by 
JRA, is a national examination of the quality, function and capacity of over 60% of Local 
Government’s road and bridge assets worth over $98 billion. The report reveals that over $8 
billion in sealed roads, $1.9 billion of unsealed roads and $1.4 billion in concrete and timber 
bridges are in poor or very poor condition.  
 
Delegates noted the adverse impacts of poor and very poor local roads and bridges on 
national transport productivity as well as the detriment to community access.  
 
Delegates called on the Federal Government to provide additional direct financial support to 
Local Government to address both this critical infrastructure backlog of more than $11.3 
billion, and to further assist in the development of asset management plans.  
 
The Congress noted the importance of local road access to national road reforms under the 
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator and the significance of these reforms to achieving improved 
national productivity. Delegates welcomed the development of a Performance Based 
Standards (PBS) Route Assessment Tool to assist Councils to undertake route assessment for 
the provision of access under this new regime.  
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Delegates resolved to continue to work with the Regulator on national road reforms, 
including better integrated transport planning and data management. In this regard delegates 
support the NHVR commitment to share data that is collected and compiled to assist Councils 
with strategic planning to improve infrastructure investment by all levels of Government.  
 
Delegates further resolved to work collaboratively with all levels of Government and industry 
to support appropriate reforms recognising that they must not jeopardise road safety, 
community amenity or lead to unacceptable decline in local and regional road conditions. 
Delegates highlighted the importance of appropriate funding for maintenance, and in some 
cases upgrading of local roads and bridges, to support these reforms.  
 
The Congress received a report on the Heavy Vehicle Investment and Charging project. 
Delegates acknowledged the importance of this work and its implications for industry and all 
road providers. Delegates welcomed the potential of the reforms, provided they yield 
additional direct funding to Local Governments to address the first and last mile issues. 
Delegates resolved to support the work of Transport Ministers on these proposals and look 
forward to further consultation on this matter.  
 
Delegates noted the critical role of regional airports and the essential services to regional, 
rural and remote communities provided by local airstrips and the varying challenges faced by 
local Councils. Delegates expressed grave concern at the viability of regional airports and the 
financial burden placed upon Local Government authorities in the provision of air services. 
The Congress called on the Federal, state and territory Governments to work with Councils to 
develop, amongst others, regional airport networks, master plans, state aviation strategies, 
and empirical research for evidence based policy and strategy development to ensure the 
sustainability of regional, rural and remote air services.  
 
The Congress noted the work of the Australian Airports Association on regional airports and 
resolved that ALGA work with them and other stakeholders to develop a plan to put to 
Government to ensure the sustainability of regional airports and local airstrips.  
 
Delegates reaffirmed their commitment to the National Local Roads and Transport Policy 
Agenda 2010 – 20 and their confidence in ALGA to pursue the 2013 Congress outcomes with 
the Federal Government and through other relevant intergovernmental forums.  
 

Delegates thanked Alice Springs Town Council for hosting the 2013 Congress and agreed to 

meet next year in Tamworth NSW. 
 
12.20pm Cr Stutsel and Cr Ford left the meeting 
 
12.22pm Cr Stutsel returned to the meeting 
 
12.25pm Cr Ford returned to the meeting 
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Resolution 

449/2013 That the Delegates Report on the National Local Roads and Transport Congress 
Alice Springs, NT 13th – 15th November 2013 as presented to Council on Monday, 25th 
November 2013 meeting of Bourke Shire Council be noted. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D5.2 

Report: 937/2013 Community Contribution – Water Account 

Author: Sr Jovier MC – Missionaries of Charity 

 
Requesting that Council donate the amount of $333.76 and any accrued interest for the water 
rates for the period 22nd March to 20th September 2013. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration  
 
Resolution 

450/2013 that Council donate the amount of $333.76 and any accrued interest for the water 
rates for the  period 22nd March to 20th September 2013 for the Missionaries of Charity. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 

File No: S1.1 

Report: 938/2013 Expression of Interest ALGWA (NSW) 2016 Regional/Rural 
Conference 

Author: Clr Colleen Fuller, President, ALGWA (NSW Branch) 

 
Inviting Bourke Shire Council to submit an application to host the 2016 ALGWA State 
Conference. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

451/2013 That Council submit an expression of interest to host the 2016 ALGWA State 
Conference. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
The following information outlines works completed between the 4

th
 October to the 6

th
 November 2013. 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 110/2013 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby / Roads Supervisor 

 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

HWY 29 Bourke - Brewarrina Widening in Progress 

MR 404 Bourke- Hungerford Top Grade in Progress 

Mr405 Bourke- Wanaaring Top Grade completed 

RLR 17 Snake Gully Top Grade completed 

 
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

Mr405 Bourke- Wanaaring Top Grade completed 

RLR 14 Avondale Top Grade in Progress 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

HWY 29 Bourke - Brewarrina Widening in progress 

Aggregate for Reseals Carting in Progress 

 
4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

All State Highways Pothole patching undertaken 

MR 405 Pothole patching completed 

MR 68 South Pothole patching completed 

All State Highways Edge break patching undertaken 

HWY 7 North Bourke-Barringun Heavy patching completed 

HWY  7 North Bourke-Barringun Widening  completed 

MR 421Bourke- Cobar Boundary Heavy patching completed 

Hwy 7 South Bourke- Bogan boundary Heavy patching completed 

 
5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds mowed 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 



This is the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in the Council 
Chambers at 9.00am 

This is Page 63 of 91 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 November 2013 in 
the Council Chamber at 9.00am 

 

Renshaw Complex Grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 

Coolican Oval Mow and Maintain Oval 

Davidson Oval Prepare for Community Fun day Country Rugby League 
Remove red sand for the commencement of the cricket season 

Villages Mow grounds  and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Training Nil 

 
6. BUILDING SERVICES – Jake Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Pool Installing new roof 

Council Office Fixed  front entry door sticking 
Fixed sliding cupboard door front office 
Measure for blinds in Environmental 

Bitumen Shed Braced roof and side wall 
Cut old pipework to fit new pipework 

Plant 80 
Plant 83 

Fixed air-conditioner 
Replaced latch on cupboards doors  

Dog Pound Fixed all dog traps 
Made bench for chook blood testing 

Medical Centre Fixed doors 
Fixed front counter 

Railway Info Centre Boarded up windows after being smashed again 

Meals on Wheels Re-screw back fence 

Airport Terminal  Serviced air-conditioner 

PCYC  Replaced light bulbs 
Fixed chemical door 
 

Signs Got signs ready for OROC 

Rural Fire Service Serviced air-conditioner 

SES Fixed back roller door 

BOB Centre Serviced air-conditioner and replaced filters 

Renshaw House Replaced alarm battery 
Secure front/side door 
Serviced air-conditioner 

Preschool Serviced/ Cleaned  air-conditioner 

1 Tudor Street Serviced air-conditioner 
Replaced shower door rollers 
Adjusted sliding doors 
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7. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily   

Cemetery 2 x graves 17/10 
Erect 2 x historic poles front gates 16/10   

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning and rubbish removal and cleaning road side 
Water rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

General Make new lane gate behind Des Smiths  
Maintenance levee banks gates replace gate north side of water 
works ongoing  
Pull out 2 x levee gates for repairs  
Garden party set up 11/10 and 14/10 
Erect new bin boat ramp  
Pick up tree branches from wind  
Sand footpaths ongoing 
Start to move box thorns sale yard bush fire burnt rest out  
Erect historic poles front gates cemetery  
Erect caravan sighs Brewarrina Road  
Pick up 2 x dead dogs lane way Sturt Street 1 
Pull down goal posts Davidson oval and store in depot  
Crane pool lift sand for filtration plant  
Pick up tree’s from storm  
Essential pruned tree’s Richard street Centre Care  
Replace sigh blister corner of Mitchell and Tarcoon street 
vandalism  
Erect new lane gate lane way off replaced old one  

Sundry Debtors Dust 920781  
Crane 920782  
Crane 920783  
Gravel 920784  
Dust 920785  
Crane 920786  
Crane NBN 920787   
Crane 920788  
Sand 920789  
Crane 920790  
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8. WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll, Plant Foreman 

Plant No 
Rego 

Description Work Carried Out 

135 
BD 37 AJ 

2009 Volvo Repair blade slide ram 
Repair coolant leak & replace Colombes strut 

139 
 

Caterpillar 750 hr service 
Repair grease hose & RH headlight bracket 

70 
CH P2 4V 

2012 Mazda BT 50 55,000 km service 

58 
J 43704 

RoadWest Trans Sales Weld cracks rear of trailer 

48 
AZ 90 ZJ 

2009 Freightliner Replace front spring bushes 
Repair lights 
Replace brakes “s” cam & tube 

79 
XZB 229 

Freightliner Engine service 
Replace belts & repair headlight, blinker &radio 

87 
BM 44 KN 

2011 Isuzu 100,000 service 

15 
 

2013 Holden Colorado 7 3,000 km service 

54 
 

2010 Great Wall Replace front discs & brakes 

107 
73635C 

2009 Kubota  Repair adjuster bracket & replace wheel on deck 

101 
10640-C 

2010 Kubota Repair rear drive housing 

77 
AY 40 UT 

2008 Case Replace fuel cap 
Replace O-ring on hydraulic hose & check engine oil level 

26 
AO 79 AH 

Isuzu 450 Replace batteries 
Repair wiring to chassis 

303 
 

2013 Mazda BT 50 First service 

16 
 

2012 Isuzu D/Max 60,000 km service and replace driving lights 
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9.   Water and Wastewater – Richard Stephens, Team Leader 
      WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED INTERVAL 
DATE CARRIED OUT / OR PROGRAMMED 

FOR 

River mains flushing 
12 months or as 

required 

 
Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 
12 months or as 

required 

 
Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual maintenance 12 months 
June 2014, Next 

Service 
 

Alignment of stop valve covers checked 12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration 

(flow meters) 
12 months 

July 2014, 

Next Service 
 

Reservoir cleaning 5 years 2017 Ongoing 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2014  In  Programme 

        WATER & SEWERAGE SYSTEM PLANNED MAINTENANCE  

ACTIVITY REQUIRED INTERVAL 
DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 

PROGRAMMED FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & cracks) Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump inspection Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow meters) Annually July 2014 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2014 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

 

 

 

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  2013/14 

Main breaks repaired for September/ October 26 Sewer chokes for October cleared: 36 

Annual Main  Breaks  114 Annual Sewer Chokes 128 

Raw: 20 Boundaries replaced: 2 

Potable: 6   

Year to date:  2012 water meters   

Faulty Meters replaced  67  

New Connections   8  

Total Replacements in 2011/2012  75  

Year to date:  2013/14 water meters Meters read twice yearly 

Faulty Meter replaced  57  

New Connections  4  

Total Replacements in 2012/2013  61  
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BOURKE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT EPA LICENCE COMPLIANCE  

Record of Effluent Analysis from February 2013 

  

POLLUTANT 
UNIT OF 

MEASURE 

LICENCE 100 

PERCENTILE 

CONCENTRATION 

LIMIT 

May 

2013 TEST 

June 

2013 TEST 

July 

2013 TEST 

August 

2013 TEST 

September 

2013 TEST  

October 

2013 TEST 

November 

2013 TEST 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 2 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 

pH  6.5-8.5 9.2 8.15 7.97 8.76 9.27 9.45  

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 40 12.6 23.1 4.0 6.4 5.9 3.9  

Phosphorus 

(total) 
mg/L 10 1.7 2.9 2.9 2.7 0.9 1.6  

Total suspended 

solids 
mg/L 65 94 192 15 16 38 23  

Biochemical 

oxygen demand 
mg/L 55 60 38 2 4 11 7  
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MONTH PEAK DAILY FLOW (KL) 
AVERAGE DAILY FLOW 

(KL) 

CUMULATIVE ANNUAL 

FLOW (ML) 

January 2013 0 No Flow 0 

February 2013 0 No Flow 0 

March 2013 1209 39 0.013 

April 2013 N/A N/A N/A 

May 2013 1019 33 11.73 

June 2013 2490 83 26.21 

July 2013 3016 97 35.91 

August 2013 4797 154 51.31 

September 2013 9542 318 83.11 

October 2013 5728 184 101.51 

November 2013 - - - 

 
 Next Test of effluent analysis is from August 2013 
 Record  Daily Effluent Flow 
 Licence conditions: Peak daily flow not to exceed 1500 KL 
 Annual flow not to exceed 219ML 

 Readings reflect the reporting year for sewage, which is 1st January to 31st December. 

 
RECORD OF WATER USAGE  

For the period, 01/01/13 to 31/10/2013 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 

 

Water usage for January through to October 2013:  

WATER SCHEME 

ANNUAL 

ALLOCATIO

N (ML) 

TOTAL USAGE 

FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

USAGE 

YEAR TO 

DATE (ML) 

DAILY 

AVERAGE FOR 

THE PERIOD 

(ML) 

DAILY AVERAGE 

YEAR TO DATE 

(ML) 

Bourke potable  39 367 1.2 1.35 

Bourke  river 3500 192 1519 6.1 5.6 

North Bourke village raw 750 18.0 200.00 0.58 0.74 

 

Rainfall in Bourke for October period: 0.8mm 
 
Resolution 

452/2013 That the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 
25

th
 November 2013 be received and noted. 

Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 211/2013 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Environmental Support Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type & 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated CDC 2013/0020 Part Lot 1, Section 35, 
DP 758144 
16a Warraweena 
Street, Bourke 

Demolition of dwelling and associated 
structures 

Delegated CDC 2013/0021 Lot 1, DP 502772 
67 Tudor Street, 
Bourke 

Extension to existing dwelling and 
construction of carport 

 
Total value of Approved works for October 2013    =$332,000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for October 2013    = 0  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for October 2013 = 2 
 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 211/2013 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 

Seized 6 2 

Surrendered 4 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 10 2 

Euthanased 7 2 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 1 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 2 0 

Total 10 2 

Micro-chip Implantations 0 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s  
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File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 211/2013 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for October 2013 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 543 Adults 325 

Children (2+) 1352 Children (2+) 1093 

Children (<2) 102 Children (<2) 59 

Pensioners 1 Pensioners 0 

School Groups 988 Total for Month 4463 

 
Resolution 

453/2013 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 25 November 2013 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 311/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
24

th
 October 2013 

 
The Graffiti Day held on Sunday was a great success with a considerable amount of graffiti either removed or 
painted over. The work continued on Monday with a number of other groups including the Clontaft Academy 
participating. Council staff joined in for the day and a considerable effort was put into the Central Park and the 
Wharf. 
 
Thank you to everyone who participated and in particular President of Rotary Phil Johnston and Centacare 
Manager Mick McDowell who acted as coordinators for the project. 
 
Graffiti is a mindless sought of vandalism that detracts from the appearance of our town and costs the 
community a considerable amount of money. 
 

 
A reminder that Friday, 25

th
 October is the Council Staff Union Picnic Day and that the Council Offices, Library 

and Roads and Maritime Services Office will be closed for the Day. 
  

 
Council meets this coming Monday, 28

th
 October 2013 commencing at 9.00am. 

A public Forum will be held at 10.00 for anyone who wishes to take the opportunity to address Council. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council will be hosting the November Meeting of the New South Wales State Management 
Council. 
 
The State Management Council comprises the heads of each of the State Government Clusters and is chaired 
by the Director General of the Department of Premier and Cabinet Chris Eccles and attended by the nine 
Director Generals and a number of other Senior New South Wales Public Servants. 
 
It is the first time the State Management Council has met outside Sydney and that it will provide the 
opportunity for Council to highlight some of the issues facing the community of Bourke and District and he was 
looking forward to the visit. 
 
The visit by the State Management Council is in response to an invitation issued to Chris Eccles by the Mayor of 
Bourke Shire Council Andrew Lewis at the Community Cabinet conducted in Dubbo earlier this year. 
 
Bourke Shire Councillors and members of the Bourke Aboriginal Working Party will have the opportunity to 
make a presentation to the members of the State Management Council and the Director Generals highlighting 
the major issues facing the town with sufficient time allowed for the State Management Council to undertake 
tour of Bourke and visits to the schools. 
 
Mayor Councillor Andrew Lewis is pleased that that the group have shown a preparedness to visit the Western 
area of the State and was confident that the visit will prove beneficial to all concerned. 
 

 
The Local Government Independent Review Panel is due to finalise their report and present their 
recommendations to the Minister for Local Government Hon Don Page MP this week. Once the Minister has 
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had the opportunity to review the paper along with his Cabinet colleagues it is anticipated that the report will 
then be released to the broader community.  
 
Like a number of other Councils Bourke Shire Council is awaiting the release of the report  which has been 
some eighteen months in the making. While issues relating to any changes to the structure of Councils has 
dominated much of the discussion relating to the work of the Panel a number of other issues are also expected 
to be covered. 
 

 
I had the opportunity to visit Mount Oxley on the weekend with friends and was extremely impressed with the 
view and the excellent facilities which have been provided by the owners of the property. The sunset was 
magnificent and certainly worth the trip if you haven’t been for a while.  It is amazing that people often don’t 
take advantage of what is literally on their door step and it has taken me over twelve months to make the 
short trip. 
 

 
I attended the meeting of OROC last week in Wellington and on the agenda was an address by the Regional 
Manager of Telstra and I took the opportunity to raise with him on several occasions the lack of mobile service 
in much of our vast shire and the poor quality in other parts. Whilst acknowledging that 97% of the population 
has coverage the land mass is considerably less and with our increased reliance on mobile phones and the 
internet ongoing representations will be made to improve the situation to ensure our residents have access to 
mobile coverage. The lack of mobile coverage can also have an adverse impact on tourism with people often 
reassured by the security provided by mobile phones. 
 

 
I also attended my first meeting of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance Board Meeting and was 
genuinely impressed with the spirit of cooperation that exists amongst the member Councils and the 
improvements in all aspects of Bourke Shire Councils water supply since becoming a member. The sharing of 
expertise and resources has proved beneficial to all members. 
 

 
This Monday is Pink Ribbon Day and all Councillors and staff will be asked to wear something pink to Monday’s 
Council meeting to show their support of the day. 
 

 
Monday, 11

th
 November is Remembrance Day and a ceremony will be held in Bourke at the Cenotaph to mark 

this important day. 
 

 
Council today (Thursday) will provide its facilities to host a meeting to discuss the impact of the current 
drought.  The Minister for Primary Industries has advised that the Regional Assistance Advisory Committee will 
visit the North West of the State to assess the worsening ongoing dry conditions.  The meeting will commence 
at 9.00a.m. 
 

 
Included on the agenda for this Monday’s Council meeting are the consideration of the Development 
Application lodged in respect of the proposed Skate Park, the consideration of tenders for a new grader and 
the tenders for the construction of a new bridge over the Warrego River. 
 

 
There is a small flow coming down the river which is expected to reach Bourke over the next few weeks and 
this will hopefully mean that it will be at least six or seven weeks before water restrictions will need to be 
considered. 
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I am sure that the thoughts and prayers of all within the shire are with those people who have lost property in 
the devastating fires in the Blue Mountains and the Central Coast. The recent fires are a stark reminder of the 
danger posed by fire in our hot and harsh climate. 
 

 
A reminder that rates and water charges are due to be paid by the 30

th
 November 2013. If you are having 

difficulty in paying the rates please contact Councils rating staff to discuss the matter. 
 

 
While some time off yet residents are reminded of the Australia Day Awards and the need to take the time to 
prepare a nomination for those persons within our communities who would be worthy recipients. 
Nominations forms are available at Council and are invited for the following categories 

 Citizen of the year 

 Young Citizen of the year(under 25) 

 Sportsperson of the Year 

 Young Sportsperson of the year (Under 25) 

 Community Service Through Employment Award 

 Village Community Service Award 

 Emergency Services Volunteer of the Year 
 

 
Remember the wide range of material available at the Bourke Public Library including, books (page turning, the 
talking kind and ebooks), videos, magazines, DVDs and bluerays, cds to cater all tastes in music along with 
activities held on the weekends for kids (checkout the website for more info or call into the Library and have a 
look for yourself). http://www.bourkelibrary.com.au  
 

 
 
The Moree Town Band is coming to Bourke on the weekend and will be giving free concerts on both Saturday 
26

th
 and Sunday 27th. The Saturday Concert will be held in Central Park between 5.00pm and 6.30pm with the 

Sunday concert being held at the Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct between 10.00am and 11.00am. 
 
This is a great opportunity for local residents to experience the sound of a brass band with the Moree Band 
having successfully competed in a number of competitions over the last few years. The band boasts in excess 
of twenty musicians and the concerts should be good. 
 
The concerts are free and will be the first in a series of concerts to be conducted over the next few months. 
 
Why not bring a chair or a blanket and enjoy a relaxing afternoon (Alcohol Free Event). 
 

 
31st October 2013 
 
Monday, 11

th
 November is Remembrance Day and a ceremony will be held in Bourke at the Cenotaph to mark 

this important day. Person attending the ceremony are asked to be at the Cenotaph at 10.45 am as the 
ceremony will commence just prior to 11.00 am which marks the time on which the armistice was signed on 
the 11

th
 November 1918. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In order to safeguard NSW toddlers and young children from drowning, owners of backyard swimming pools 
were required by law to register their pools using the online NSW Swimming Pool Register from the 29

th
 

October 2013. 
 
Those who are yet to do so should undertake the registration process as soon as possible. 

http://www.bourkelibrary.com.au/
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The registration process is quick and free, in order to register their pool owners have to conduct an 
assessment and confirm their pool complies with relevant safety standards requirements. Pool owners can 
access a simple pool safety checklist on the NSW Swimming Pool Register website 
www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au 
 
Failure to complete registration could attract a penalty notice of $220, with a maximum imposed penalty of 
$2200. 
 ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Moree Town Band visited Bourke last weekend and played at the Hospital and in Central Park on the 
Saturday afternoon then at the Wharf on the Sunday morning before heading back home.  A small but very 
appreciative crowd greeted the band at each of the performances and those who attended enjoyed the unique 
sound of a Brass Band.  
 
Members of the band were very impressed with the hospitality shown in Bourke and the presentation of the 
town generally with a few indicating that they would like to come back when they had a little more time to 
more fully discover Bourke. 
 
Other family friendly and free concerts with a variety of artists are being planned for the enjoyment of the 
community and will be advertised over the coming weeks. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
With the development application for the construction of the skate park in Central  Park gaining approval at 
Monday’s Council meeting work will commence on finalising the documentation required to allow Council to 
go to tender on the project. 
 
The tender process will not be finalised until early 2014 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As I have said on numerous occasions within this column Council and staff often receive positive comments 
regarding the presentation of the town. If residents who currently are not maintaining the nature strip in front 
of their home could undertake some work in this regard it will certainly be of benefit. Simply picking up any 
litter will also help and encouraging others to do likewise would also be of assistance. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The old verandah supports from the old Bourke Railway station which have been erected at the entrance at 
the cemetery have also gained positive comment. Thanks to Cr Jack Bennett who was many years ago able to 
rescue the supports from the scrapheap and to local steel fabricator Doug Berthold who generously undertook 
the work to assist in their restoration.  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council, next Wednesday will host a visit from the New South Senior Management Council which is made up of 
the Director Generals of each of the New South Wales Departmental clusters plus other senior public servants. 
 
The Senior Management Council will have the opportunity to meet with Council to discuss the major issues 
impacting on Bourke. 
 

 
Nominations forms are available at Council for the Annual Australia Awards and are invited for the following 
categories. It is important that we recognise the contribution made by so many people within our communities 
and take the time to nominate someone. 

 Citizen of the year 

 Young Citizen of the year(under 25) 

 Sportsperson of the Year 

 Young Sportsperson of the year (Under 25) 

 Community Service through employment Award 

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
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 Village Community Service Award 

 Emergency Services Volunteer of the Year 
 

 
Council has had a number of enquiries in relation to the possible introduction of water restrictions for Bourke. 
Council has an adopted policy in relation to water restrictions and the policy will be activated once the river 
stops flowing and restrictions levels are introduced in accordance with the level of the weir.  
 
At this stage the river has received a small flow, the peak of which passed earlier this week and should see the 
river continue to flow for a few weeks yet.  
 
Once restrictions are introduced an intensive media campaign will be introduced to ensure residents are 
aware of the situation.  
 
While we who are in town are anxious about the potential lack of water and possible restrictions the lack 
water is a stark reality to many members of the rural community who are once against faced with a significant 
period of drought.  
 
There has been less than half the average rainfall over the past twelve months.  
 
Water storages are in a number of cases dry for the first time and the situation will get worse without any 
significant rain as we head into the hotter weather. 
 
Council have declared our shire as drought affected in the absence of any other formal mechanism for drought 
declaration and has written to the Minister for Primary Industries Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson MP asking her to 
restore the level of assistance applicable under the previous drought declaration policy pending the 
development of new policy provisions in 2014. 
 
Landowners require assistance now and Council have also asked the Minister to visit Bourke to witness for 
herself first-hand the gravity of the situation. 
 
The affect of drought is community wide with all those in industries ancillary to agriculture and in the retail 
sector also impacted. 
___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Council at the meeting on Monday considered tenders for a new grader and resolved to purchase a new 
Caterpillar M12 Grader. 
 
Council also considered tenders for the construction of the Warrego River ByWash Bridge with the successful 
tenderer being Murray Constructions from Deniliquin who recently  completed the Bridge over Deadmans 
Creek on the Louth Road. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Bourke Business Group has been developing plans for their Christmas carnival scheduled for Wednesday 
18

th
 December 2013 with Oxley Street to be closed to traffic from 4.00pm on that day. Amusements have been 

organised and there will also be a number of live bands. The highlight of the night will be the drawing of the 
$5000.00 Christmas promotion prize.  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parking in Oxley Street continues to be a topic of conversation with a number of  persons  parking in Oxley 
Street for a significant portion of the day when they could be utilising alternative parking available in the 
adjoining streets leaving the parking spaces for those wishing to access the main street shops. Oxley Street can 
get quite busy and it is important for the retail and other business within the CBD that adequate parking is 
available. 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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I would ask residents who are travelling to the Waste Management Facility to ensure that their loads are both 
covered and secured to ensure no unintended loss of load occurs nor is there any unwanted rubbish strewn 
over the road. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council is monitoring the current review into noxious weeds and the potential impact on Local Government 
and in particular the level of responsibility and funding. Council’s Noxious Weeds Officer will attend a meeting 
of the Macquarie Valley Noxious Weeds Committee to be held in Narromine on the 12

th
 November 2013 and 

then prepared a report for Council. 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council is still tallying the money raised in Bourke as part of the Tour de OROC for the Dubbo Hospital 
accommodation projects with a figure of around $15,000.00 the likely total. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
There have been a number of fires within the Shire over the past few weeks and thanks to the efforts of the 
volunteers from the Rural Fire Service they have been contained. Council staff has also assisted in the 
containment of the fires as well and the thanks from both the Community and Council goes to all involved in 
the fire fighting efforts.  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Remember the on-line community calendar of events established and maintained by the Rural Counselling 
Service when scheduling your next community event to eliminate unnecessary clashes. It can be accessed by 
visiting www.bourkercs.com.au and there is also a link from Bourke Shire website which is 
www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
To log your event simply send the details via email to bourkercs@bigpond.com.au 
 

 
7

th
 November 2013 

 
Bourke Shire Council continues to support efforts to see the reintroduction of drought assistance for those 
impacted by the current drought.  
 
In the apparent absence of any other formal mechanism Council took the step to declare the whole Shire of 
Bourke Drought affected.  
 
With the rainfall to date for the year at less than half the average many landowners are suffering considerable 
hardship. Currently there is no substantive drought policy at either the State or Federal level and while this 
situation continues it does nothing to assist those impacted. 
  
Council has written to the State Minister for Primary Industries Katrina Hodgkinson and the Federal Member 
for Parkes Mark Coulton seeking urgent reintroduction of the previous drought assistance measures while a 
new policy at both levels is being developed. 
 
In the letter to Mark Coulton Council has asked for a reintroduction of Exceptional Circumstances (EC) 
provisions. 
 
Copies of the letters have also been sent to Barnaby Joyce the Federal Minister for Agriculture who has shown 
a willingness to ensure that the issue is taken to the Cabinet. 
 

 
Monday, 11

th
 November is Remembrance Day and a ceremony will be held in Bourke at the Cenotaph to mark 

this important day. Person attending the ceremony are asked to be at the Cenotaph at 10.45 am as the 
ceremony will commence just prior to 11.00 am which marks the time on which the armistice was signed on 
the 11

th
 November 1918. 

http://www.bourkercs.com.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:bourkercs@bigpond.com.au
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Councils Financial Statements will be presented to Council at the Meeting Scheduled for the 25

th
 November 

2013. 
 
The financial position of Council still remains strong and with ongoing prudent management should continue 
to remain strong. 
 

 
The Final Report of the Independent Local Government Review Panel is finally with the Minister for Local 
Government the Hon. Don Page MP and whilst no timeframe has been put on its public release it is anticipated 
that this will be at least a month away with the Report no doubt having to go before State Cabinet in the first 
instance.  
 

 
From the 29

th
 October owners of backyard swimming pools were required by law to register their pools using 

the online NSW Swimming Pool Register.  
 
Those who are yet to do so should undertake the registration process as soon as possible. 
 
The registration process is quick and free, in order to register their pool owners have to conduct an 
assessment and confirm their pool complies with relevant safety standards requirements. Pool owners can 
access a simple pool safety checklist on the NSW Swimming Pool Register website 
www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au 
 
Failure to complete registration could attract a penalty notice of $220. 
 

 
I am in receipt of a rescission motion in respect of the location of the Skate Park in Central Park. The rescission 
motion will be presented to Council at the November Meeting scheduled for the 25

th
 November 2013. 

 

 
While it may seem some time off Council will early in the new year commence the preparation of its budget 
for 2014/2015. Council will be calling for submissions for items to be included in the budget process. With a 
relatively tight budget it is difficult to include all items, however, from a strategic planning viewpoint it is 
handy to have the “wish list” available and this also assists in the lodging of grant applications if funds become 
available. 
 

 
Council was bitterly disappointed to hear confirmation that the funding under Round 5 of the Regional 
Development Australia Fund will no longer be available. As opposed to previous rounds, funding under Round 
5 was to be made available to all Councils and would have provided the opportunity for Councils to be able 
undertake a number of projects within their communities. 
 
Bourke Shire Council had been given the undertaking that $226,000 was to be available to Bourke Shire and 
Council had submitted a number of projects after a considerable amount of research and work by staff and the 
conducting of a meeting of Council to prioritise and confirm the projects. 
 
Council will consider the identified projects during its quarterly budget review to see if the works may still be 
able to proceed  or again considered in the compilation of the 2014/2015 Budget. 
 

 
I have spoken to the Department of Premier and Cabinet regarding the progress being made in relation to the 
reintroduction of a regular air service between Bourke and Sydney (Probably via Dubbo) and while nothing has 
yet been finalised it continues to be  the subject to ongoing evaluation which is in my view a positive. The 

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
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Member for Barwon and Minister for Western New South Wales Kevin Humphries has been a strong advocate 
for the reintroduction of air services to Western New South Wales 
 

 
The Bourke Business Group has been developing plans for their Christmas Carnival scheduled for Wednesday, 
18

th
 December 2013 with Oxley Street to be closed to traffic from 4.00pm on that day. Amusements have been 

organised and there will also be a number of live bands. The highlight of the night will be the drawing of the 
$5000.00 Christmas promotion prize.  
 

 
I would ask residents who are travelling to the Waste Management Facility to ensure that their loads are both 
covered and secured to ensure no unintended loss of load occurs nor is there any unwanted rubbish strewn 
over the road. 
 

 
Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett Shire Councils have each now resolved to proceed with the formation of the 
Barwon Darling Coordination Group looking at the possibility of Resource Sharing between the three (3) 
Councils and at the same time looking at the service delivery by the other tiers of Government within each of 
the Shires.  
 

 
The Darling River at Bourke continues to flow over the weir, albeit, only just negating the need at this stage to 
implement water restrictions. However, unless there is another significant flow into the Darling the 
introduction of the water restrictions is inevitable. 
 

 
During the visit by the members of the New South Wales State Management Council (SMC) yesterday the 
opportunity was taken to detail the ongoing issues within the town of Bourke which seem to continue despite 
the plethora of reports and reviews recommending various courses of action. 
 
The SMC is a very influential group comprising all the Director General’s of the Government Departments and 
clusters and to have the group in town has provided the opportunity of Council to highlight the issues and 
propose some suggested solutions. 
 

 
The dry conditions is making it extremely difficult for the road maintenance crews working on the unsealed 
road network and the problem will continue unless we get substantial rain which is unlikely if the weather 
maps are to be believed. 
 

 
Member for Barwon Kevin Humphries was in town yesterday and dropped in on the Meeting with the SMC 
and was then heading to the western parts of our Shire. Kevin has a huge area which will only get bigger when 
he loses Moree and picks up Broken Hill. Surely there has to be some consideration to the area covered by 
rural MPs at both Federal and State level over and above the population basis that currently exists.  
 
When we get an MP expected to cover an area the same size as say Germany it must get hard to be across all 
the issues impacting such a wide and diverse area. 
 
At a Federal level I moved from Mudgee to Moree then to Bourke and have still remained in Mark Coulton’s 
electorate of Parkes all that time. 
 

 
With the hot weather upon us, the tourist numbers have reduced considerably, although there still seems to 
be a steady number of caravans passing through town and many motels seem to enjoying good occupancy. 
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If you are looking for ideas for Christmas gifts why not check out the current display of artwork at Diggers on 
the Darling, which has been done by local artists. 
 
Remember to support all local business over the Christmas period and it is a matter “of supporting locals who 
support locals”. 
 

 
Signage has been erected and line marking put in place detailing the changes to the restricted parking times 
outside the Bourke Post Office and adjacent to the Taxi Rank. The changes will free up parking spaces in the 
area and hopefully alleviate some of the periodic shortages of parking spaces.  
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager  
 
Resolution 

454/2013 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity report as presented to Council on Monday, 
25

th
 November 2013 be received and noted. 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Davis   Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 411/2013 Library Report 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the months October 2013 are presented for your information: 

1. Circulation statistics for October 2013: 

Audio Visual 243 

Adult Fiction 256 

Non-Fiction 164 

Junior Fiction 224 

Magazines 55 

Interlibrary Loans 3 

Total 945 

 
 During the same period in 2012, the figures were as follows: 

Audio Visual 223 

Adult Fiction 344 

Non-Fiction 134 

Junior Fiction 278 

Magazines 55 

Interlibrary Loans 10 

Total 1044 

 
2. Other statistical information: 

New Members 12 

Internet/Word Processing 101 

Wireless Tickets 5 

Number of Visitors  

Scans 6 

Information Requests 20 

Technical Assistance 9 

 
During the same period in 2012, the figures were as follows: 

New Members 17 

Internet/Word Processing 169 

Wireless Tickets N/A 

Number of Visitors N/A 

3. Children’s craft was held this month, with 7 children attending. 
4. A stocktake was carried out this month. We were very happy with the outcome, with relatively few 

items missing. Our circulation figures appear slightly down as a result, with the library being closed 
while the stocktake was carried out. 
 

If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact the library. 
 
Jodi Hatch 
LIBRARY MANAGER 
 
Resolution 

455/2013 That the information in the Corporate Services Department Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 25

th
 November 2013 be received and noted. 

Moved Cr Johnson   Seconded Cr Dorrington    Carried 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: BOBEC and VIC October 2013 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
Warmer weather has meant that the number of visitors travelling through have slowed. Numbers to the 
visitors centre for September and now October are down for the same period last year while an increase in 
visitors overall for the year is expected. The Outback Show finished the 2013 season on the 12

th
 October with 

visitors being very enthusiastic about the show.  
 
The numbers to both the PV Jandra and the Exhibition Centre were up for the month despite the overall 
number of visitors being down. This can be explained in part by the vouchers that are on offer as part of the 
visit Bourke campaign and we will monitor the numbers for November to see if the trend has continued. 
 
Graph below showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 
 

 2011 2012 2013 

January  448 560 

February  157 397 

March  810 570 1500 

April 2507 2044 3103 

May 2656 2891 3758 

June 2952 3216 4492 

July 4362 4643 5173 

August 4187 4162 4410 

September 4295 5074 4275 

October 2674 3067 2383 

November 1012 930  

December 386 347  
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Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

 

 
 
 

Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January  154 113 154 110 

February  139 60 44 60 

March  304 312 207 373 

April 551 925 807 732 778 

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 

October 1259 1325 861 556 601 

November 320 512 292 136  

December 180 182 108 65  
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Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 
 
Both the Visit Bourke campaign and the Bourke Buy Local at Christmas campaign are in full swing. There has 
been some excellent feedback about the Visit Bourke campaign for October and will also bring rewards in the 
coming season with increased awareness of Bourke as a place to visit.  
 
 

 
 
 
Carolyn Childs will be here on the 26

th 
November to deliver two separate marketing workshops to interested 

Bourke Businesses. Carolyn consults extensively on tourism and marketing and will be providing analysis of 
what the consumer is looking for when they tour through the Outback. 
 
The Inland Tourism AGM will be held on the 28

th
 November 2013. The Outback NSW Tourism AGM will be held 

on the 29
th

 November. The Kidman Way AGM will be held on the 2
nd

 December in Cobar. 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 
Resolution 

456/2013 That the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 25

th
 November 2013 be received and noted. 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Davis   Carried   Unstarred 

 

 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February Not Cruising 25 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  

March Not Cruising 213 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

April Not Cruising Not Cruising 1008 519 442 

May Not Cruising 1325 932 1035 894 

June 949 1459 1241 1003 984 

July 1532 1578 1386 1238 1300 

August 1174 1165 1186 640 1194 

September 1212 1429 1411 1459 1215 

October 788 188 1085 760 830 

November 233 Not Cruising Not Cruising 423  

December 42 Not Cruising Not Cruising 180  

Total 5930 7382 8249 7257  
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Resolution 

457/2013 That Council write a letter to Phillip Parnaby thanking him for his attendance at 
Open Forum and advising Council of the planned 2015 Easter Bourke Reunion and with 
the letter to also clarify Council’s level of participation in the organisation of the reunion. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
Lunch adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12.58pm for lunch to allow Councillors the opportunity to attend 
the opening of the Bourke and District Children Services Pre-School and was to resume at 
2.45pm. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 2.50pm with all Councillors present, with the exception of Cr 
Bartley who had previously left the meeting. 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting, 25th November 2013  
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GENERAL MANAGERS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 

 

 

That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 section 10 ((A)(2)(c) information 
that would if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council 
is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and as such should be considered in closed 
Council. 
 
Resolution 

458/2013 That in accordance with the Local Government Act section 10((A)(2)(c) because 
it contains information that would if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a 
person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and as 
such should be considered in closed Council. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried  

 
 

MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 

 

File No: A13.1 

Report: 465/2013 Rates Write-off - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
Councillors). 
 
Resolution  

459/2013 That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 - personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other 
than Councillors). 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 

 

File No: E4.1 – A11.2.21 

Report: 322/2013 Update on Bourke Pre-School - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl – General Manager 
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File No: A13.1 

Report: 466/2013 Renewal of Lease - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
Councillors). 
 
Resolution  

460/2013 That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 - because it contains personnel matters concerning particular 
individuals (other than Councillors). 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 

CONFIDENTIAL TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: G4.3-G4.67 

Report: 511/2013 Update Round five Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF5). 
Proposed allocation of additional Financial Assistance Grant 2013-
2014 - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston - Manager of Tourism & Development 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
 
Resolution 

461/2013 That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (c) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information that would, if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 
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File No: T4.7 

Report: 512/2013 Crossley Engine  - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston -  Manager Economic Development and Tourism 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the business to be discussed 
during the meeting is of a kind referred to in section 10(A) (2)(d)(i)- commercial information 
of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the 
person who supplied it and section10((A)(2)(c) information that would if disclosed, confer a 
commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business and as such should be considered in closed Council. 
 
Resolution 

462/2013 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, the business to be 
discussed during the meeting is of a kind referred to in section 10(A) (2)(d)(i)- commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it and section10((A)(2)(c) information that would if 
disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 
conducting (or proposes to conduct) business and as such should be considered in closed 
Council. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 
Pursuant to section 10A(4), the public were invited to make representation s to the Council 
Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting should be closed to 
consider the identified reports, those being Reports 322/2013 – Update on Preschool, 
465/2013 Rates Write-off, 466/2013 – Renewal of Lease, 511/2013 – Update Round five 
Regional Development Australia Fund (RDAF5). Proposed allocation of additional Financial 
Assistance Grant 2013-2014 and 512/2013 Crossley Engine. 
 
No members of the public made representation. 
 
Resolution at 2.52pm 

463/2013 
1. That Council resolve into Closed Council to consider business identified, together 

with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media 

and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified confidential under the provisions  of section 10A(2) as 
outlined above. 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 
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Resolution at 3.00pm 

464/2013 That Council move out of Closed Council into Open Council and suspend 
Standing Orders to attend the Darling River Local Area Command Bourke Community 
Precinct Meeting 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 
Resolution at 3.48pm 

465/2013 That Council resume Standing Orders and revert to Closed Council for 
consideration of those items previously identified. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 
Resolution at 4.40 pm 

466/2013 That Council move out of Closed Council and into Open Council at 4.40pm 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The following resolutions passed by Council while the meeting was closed to the public were 
read to the meeting by the Mayor. 
 
Resolution 

467/2013 That as owner of the site that Council agrees to co-sign a development 
application for a community facility at the Golf Club Precinct and that the current leasing 
arrangements with the Bourke and District Children Services be extended for such time as 
is necessary to obtain development approval. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Johnson    Carried 

 
Resolution 

468/2013 That Council authorises the General Manager to negotiate with the ratepayer as 
listed for the purpose of entering into an agreement with the ratepayers as detailed 
within the report, wherein each party agrees not to take steps seeking recovery or refund. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 
Resolution 

469/2013 That the General Manager be authorised to negotiate the new lease agreement 
with Shell based on the current terms and conditions. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Resolution 

470/2013 That Bourke Shire Council undertake the projects as detailed in the report to a 
value of $219,094.00 and to be funded additional roads projects to a value of $49,019.00. 
The total funding of $268,113.00 from the additional Financial Assistance Grant funding 
received in the 2013-2014 financial year. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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Resolution 

471 /2013 That the General Manager and Mayor be delegated authority to finalise the 
purchase of the Crossley Engine up to the limit as set by Council. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 4.48pm 


