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PRESENT 

C12.1 
 

Councillors  19/01 16/02 23/03 27/04 25/05 22/06 27/07 24/08 28/09 26/10 23/11 

Cr Andrew 
Lewis  

√ √          

Cr Robert 
Stutsel  

AP √          

Cr Victor 
Bartley  

√ √          

Cr Sally 
Davis  

√ √ 
9.04am          

Cr Cec 
Dorrington  

√ √          

Cr Lachlan 
Ford  

AP √          

Cr Barry 
Hollman  

AP √          

Cr Jack 
Bennett  

AP √          

Cr Sarah 
Brown  

√ √          

Cr Stuart 
Johnson  

√ AP          

 

Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager Corporate Services 

Phil Johnston Manager Tourism Development 

Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

Peter Brown Manager Works 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Kai Howard-Oakman Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
Cr Lewis opened the meeting with a prayer. 
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REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 
 
  Arthur Kendall 

Thomas Vincent 
Sandy Boney 
Keith Holmes  

 

APOLOGIES 

 
9.04am Cr Davis  
 
The General Manager advised that apologies had been received from Cr Johnson . 
 
Resolution 

28/2015 That the apologies received from Cr Johnson be received and that leave of absence 
be granted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
No Declarations of Interest were received for the meeting of Monday, 16th February 2015. 

 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 

Date Event 

19/01/2015 Council Meeting 

25/01/2015 Dinner with John Dee, 2015 Australia Day Ambassador  

26/01/2015 Australian Function at Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct 

 
The Mayor congratulated Cr Brown on her recent wedding. 
 
Councillors would have noticed the story in this week’s edition of the Western Herald 
regarding the fact that Dr Heather Dalgety had chalked up the milestone of twenty (20) years 
dedicated service to the resident of the town of Bourke. 
 
In an era in which we struggle to obtain and retain doctors with our community it is certainly 
a significant achievement to provide such an extended period of service. 
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Congratulations to Dr Heather Dalgety on her 20 Years dedicated services 
 
Resolution 

29/2015  
1. That Council write to Dr Heather Dalgety formally acknowledging her period of service 

and dedication to the town of Bourke. 
2. That Council take the opportunity to invite Dr Dalgety to the March Meeting of Council 

and present a plaque to recognize her achievement. 
Moved Cr Lewis   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried  

 
Resolution  

30/2015 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to the Ordinary Meeting 
of Council on Monday, 16th February 2015 be noted.  
Moved Cr Lewis         Carried 

 

 

STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
The following additional items were identified for discussion. 
 

Report No  Report Name  Responsible Officer  

311/2015 Local Government Reform Process GM 

312/2015 CONFIDENTIAL - Supply of Electricity – Closed Session GM 

413/2015 CONFIDENTIAL- Outstanding Rates, Water and Debtor 
Accounts – Closed Session 

MCS 

 
Resolution  

31/2015 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16th February 2015 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried  
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CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

32/2015 That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 9th January 
2015 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year  

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2015     

February 3rd 9.30am LRC RFS (Airport) 

 3rd 10.30am  LEMC RFS (Airport) 

 9th   Annual Meeting of Far West Academy of Sport  

 16th  9.00am Council Meeting  Council Chambers 

 18th  10.00am WH&S Committee Meeting Council Chambers 

 18th  11.00am Consultative Committee Meeting Council Chambers 

 20th  OROC Board Meeting TBA 

 22nd / 24th   Western Division Conference Lachlan Shire 
Condobolin 

 25th  2.00pm Traffic Committee Meeting Conference Room 

March 3rd  9-11am Louth Community Consultation Meeting Louth Tennis Shed 

 3rd  2-4pm Wanaaring Community Consultation Meeting Wanaaring Hall 

 4th  1-3pm Byrock Community Consultation Meeting Mulga Creek Hotel 

 4th  6-8pm Bourke Community Consultation Meeting Council Chambers 

 5th  9-11am Fords Bridge Community Consultation 
Meeting  

Warrego Hotel 

 5th  1-3pm Community Consultation Meeting 
Enngonia 

Enngonia CWA Hall 

 11th   Welcome to Bourke Bourke Swimming 
Pool 

 16th  12noon Town & Village Committee Meeting Council Chambers 

 16th 1.00pm Corporate Committee Meeting Council Chambers 

 23rd  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

April 3rd – 6th   Back to Bourke Weekend  

 25th   ANZAC Day Centenary  

 27th  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

May 25th  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

June 22nd  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

July 27th  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

August  24th  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

September 28th   9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday  
Mayoral Elections 

Council Chambers 

October 26th     9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 

November 23rd  9.00am Council Meeting - 4th Monday Council Chambers 
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on 
Monday, 19th January 2015. 

 
 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email/Fax Post Précis 

07/01/2015 Media Release – Proposed 
Introduction of Container 
Deposit Scheme for NSW 

Mayor, Cr Andrew 
Lewis 

Councillors 
MANEX 

Cr Bennett  

14/01/2015 Australia Day Nominations – 
Confidential 

GM  Councillors  

15/01/2015 Burying the Hatchet for 
Councillors 

Jodie Morris – LG 
Learning Advisor 

Councillors 
 

  

27/01/2015 Message from the President 
– Local Government NSW 

Cr Keith Rhoades - 
President 

Councillors 
MANEX 

  

11/02/2015 Memo Postponing Town & 
Villages Committee Meeting  

MCS Councillors 
MANEX 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 19TH JANUARY 2015 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager of Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager of Works 

 
206/2013 - Review of Organisational Structure 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. That the Council obtain advice from Brewarrina Shire 
as to their willingness to continue negotiations in 
relation to a shared appointment of a qualified 
Engineer in the capacity of a Group Leader or similar. 

2. That the recommendations in relation to the 
realignment of any positions be considered prior to the 
advertising of any vacancies.  

3. The positions descriptions of positions identified within 
the report from Local Government Management 
Solutions as requiring review be undertaken in 
consultation with both the employee and any union 
involved. 

4. That the position descriptions of all employees be 
updated to reflect current duties performed and 
requirements of the organisation. 

1. In progress 
 

 
 

2. Ongoing 
 
 

3. In progress 
 
 
 
 

4. In progress 
 

 

 
350/2013 – Proposed Amendment of LEP 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Prepare a planning proposal to have the Bourke Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP 2012) amended to 
rezone IN2 Light Industrial land located in the western 
end of Bourke encompassing that land between Meek, 
Anson and Church Streets to R1 General Residential. 

2. That a further report be presented to Council to obtain 
consent to submit that planning proposal to the NSW 
Department of Planning. 

 Council staff meet with 
the Department of 
planning to discuss 
options 

 Council seek advice on 
incorporating the 
reclassification of any land 
currently classified as 
community to operational 
in the LEP Review Process 
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362/2013 – Enngonia Hall Committee 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

GM formalise an agreement with the Enngonia Progress 
Association in regards to being the caretaker of the hall 

In progress 

 
163/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL- Enforcement of Fines on Local Roads 
Responsible Officer: MR 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council to continue to investigate methods for enforcing fines 
on closed roads and continue to ensure that the public are 
aware that fines may be levied if vehicles are driven on closed 
roads 

Ongoing 

 
179/2014 – Investigation of the Establishment of an Internal Audit Function for Bourke 
Shire Council in Conjunction with other Members of OROC  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

General Manager continues to liaise with the other members 
of OROC in relation to the provision of Internal Audit on a joint 
basis 

Held in abeyance pending the 
outcome of Fit for the Future 
process 

 
208/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL –   Quotations & Options Relating to the Repair of the Davidson 
Oval Grandstand 
Responsible Officer:  GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council pursue further information in regards to Option 3 
(removal of grandstand and rebuilding the change 
room/canteen facilities) for an additional report be brought 
back to Council detailing firm estimates for the options 
identified 

 Additional information 
being sought from our 
Insurers 

 Meeting with insurers held 
16th January 

 Consultant to visit Bourke 
17th February 2015 

 
216/2014 – Tidy Towns Competition 
Responsible Officer: GM/MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Review the participation criteria and commence the collation 
of appropriate material to support a possible entry in the 2015 
Tidy Towns Competition 

Will convene meeting early in 
the New Year to gauge interest 
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263/2014 – Cenotaph/Rotunda Heritage Listing 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Heritage Advisor to prepare a report detailing the potential for 
applying for a heritage listing on both the Cenotaph and 
Rotunda located in Central Park detailing the benefits and 
potential implications of such listings 

Ongoing 

 
290/2014 – Australian Energy Regulator 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council await the receipt of the report from OROC prior to 
taking any further action 

Being handled by OROC 

 
306/2014 – CONFIDENTIAL - Proposal to Undertake Accommodation Project  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

The General Manager be authorised to further investigate the 
proposal of development of accommodation in conjunction 
with Government Departments 

Ongoing - Awaiting Consultant 
report 

 
338/2014 – Tourism & Development Activity Report 
Responsible Officer: MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town Ongoing 

 

429/2014 – Obstetrics/Birthing Unit and other issues 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council approach the Local Member, Kevin Humphries and 
The Hon. Jillian Skinner, Minister for Health regarding the 
reestablishment of the Birthing Unit at Bourke District Hospital 
and other issues 

Discussed with Minister for 
Western NSW 
Letter sent to Minister for 
Health 

 

437/2014 – Operation of Bourke Swimming Pool 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council call for tenders for the management and operation of 
the Bourke War Memorial Pool Complex from 1st July 2015 for 
an initial three (3) year period finishing on the 30th June 2018 
with two (2) one (1) year options 

Tender advertised, closing on 
2nd March 2015 
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446/2014 – Local Government Reform Process-Request for Consultation by the United 
Services Union 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council continue to keep the workforce informed 
of all developments. 

2. That should the need for consultation take place that 
this be done through the established Consultative 
Committee 

Ongoing 

 
470/2014 – North Bourke Oval 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

General Manager to develop the conditions of maintenance and 
use of the North Bourke Oval by the Two Water Holes Cricket 
Team. 

1. Letter sent and conditions 
agreed. 

2. Request for assistance with 
improvements to come. 

 
06/2015 – 2015 Western Division Conference- 23rd February 2015 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, GM & Cr Dorrington Attend the 
Western Division Conference to be held in Condobolin  

2. That the motions as listed be submitted to the 2015 Annual 
Western Division Conference. 

1. Arrangements made – 
booking complete 

2. Motions sent 

 
07/2015  – Preparation of 2015/2016 Operational Plan  
Responsible Officer: MCS 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Councillors wishing to have items included notify the MCS 
by 13/02/2015 

2. Advertise in the Western Herald seeking requests from 
individuals or groups for items to be included in the 
2015/2016 Operational Plan, including requests for 
assistance. 

 
 
Advertised in the Western 
Herald 29/01/2015 

 
10/2015  – Update on the “ Fit for the Future “ Programme 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Councillors interested in any of the training courses or 
seminars are to register their interest with the General 
Manager 

No interest received 
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11/2015  – Proposed Community Consultation Meetings 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That the Town & Village meetings be advertised through the 
local paper and newsletters where available 

Completed 

 
12/2015  – Restart New South Wales Regional Infrastructure Fund: Regional Airports 
Program 
Responsible Officer: GM/MT&D 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council lodge an expression of interest for funding under the 
Regional Tourism Infrastructure Fund: Regional Airports 
Program 

Ongoing 
MT&D attended a briefing 
session 

 
18/2015  – Update on the Use of Tooralé Station 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

1. Forward a copy of the letter received from the Hon. Greg 
Hunt, MP to the Local Member, Kevin Humphries 

2. That the Local Member also be asked to ascertain the State 
Government current policy in relation to the commercial 
use of portions of Tooralé Station at Bourke 

Completed 

 
19/2015  – Community Contribution – Request for Use of Council Vehicle 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Bourke Police and Community Outback Trek be given the use 
of a Council vehicle for the scout trip, when required during 
either February or March 2015. All fuel, tyres and damage and 
insurance excess are to be paid for by the Bourke Police and 
Community Outback Trek Committee 

Completed 

 
Recommendation 

33/2015 That the information in the Business Arising on Monday, 16th February 2015 be 
received and noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No: L8.26-L8.33 

Report: 308/2015 Local Government Reform Process- Rural Council Template 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Local Government Reform Process continues with the release of the Rural Council 
Template and guidelines as part of the “Fit for the Future Process”. 
 
Up until this point only the two (2) templates have been available for consideration those 
being the Merger and Improvement Templates. 
 
All Councils with the exception of those earmarked to be part of the Far Western Initiative 
(including Bourke) are required to put together a “Fit for the Future” proposal by 30th June 
2015 and there is the opportunity for some Councils to put in a submission based on the Rural 
Council Template. 
 
A copy of the Rural Council Template and Guidelines has been circulated via email to 
Councillors and are again reproduced in hard copy for ease of reference. 
 
Council has previously resolved as follows:- 
1. That Council progress the preparation of a “Fit for the Future Proposal” 
2. That Council continue to evaluate the concept of the Far Western Initiative and have an 

active input to the ongoing development of the concept. 
3. That Council continue to evaluate the concept of a Rural Council and its suitability or 

otherwise for Bourke Shire Council. 
4. That Council maintain its involvement in the Outback Shires Alliance and actively 

encourage an increased role for the Alliance. 
5. That Council seek confirmation from Brewarrina Shire Council in relation to their stance 

on the recommendation of the Independent Local Government Review Panel. 
 
Current Situation: 
The attributes of a Rural Council are as follows:- 
1. Small and Static or declining population spread over a large area 
2. Local economies that are based on agricultural/resource industries 
3. High operating costs associated with a dispersed population and limited opportunities for  

return  on investment 
4. High importance of retaining local identity, social capital and capacity for service delivery 
5. Low rate base and high grant reliance 
6. Difficulty in attracting and retaining skilled and experience staff 
7. Challenges in Financial Sustainability and provision of adequate services and 

infrastructure 
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8. Long distance to a major (or Sub) Regional Centre 
9. Limited options for merger 
 
It would appear that Bourke Shire Council would meet the bulk if not all of the above criteria. 
 
The criteria in respect of Sustainability, Infrastructure and Service Management and Efficiency 
are the same for Template 2 (Council Improvement) and Template 3 (Rural Councils). 
 
Council will need to consider which of the Models it wishes to complete as there is only the 
option to do the one or in the case of the Councils in the Far Western Initiative not to do any. 
 
There is a seminar to more fully provide assistance with the completion of the Rural Council 
Template that is being held in Dubbo on the 18th February 2015 (this Wednesday). 
 
Whilst the concept of a Rural Council Model is still being developed it will also mean that 
those Councils will be linked to the Joint Organisation of Councils the operation of which is 
still being formulated by the undertaking of a number of Pilots. 
 
There have been a number of options put forward in relation to Rural Councils and how these 
may be utilised to improve performance against the benchmarks of Efficiency, Infrastructure 
and Service Delivery, and Sustainability. 
 
These are:- 

a. Service Delivery 
b. Shared Administration 
c. Speciality Services 
d. Streamlined Governance 
e. Streamlined planning regulation and reporting  
f. Service Review 

 
The undertaking of the “Fit for the Future” process will involve a considerable amount of work 
and the Division of Local Government has selected a number of Consultants to assist Councils 
should that assistance be required. That assistance obviously comes at a cost. 
  
Financial Implications: 
The Local Government Reform process has the potential to have wide ranging implications on 
Bourke Shire Council and the community. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council consider the preparation of its “Fit for the Future “proposal based on Template 
3, for Rural Council Model. 
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Resolution 

34/2015 That the decision be deferred until staff attend the workshop to be held in Dubbo 
on Wednesday, 18th February 2015 and that a report be brought back to Council. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 

 

File No: T6.1-P1.3 

Report No: 309/2015  Tree Planting Initiative of Jon Dee and Olivia Newton-John –  
“ One Tree per Child” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl - General Manager 

 
Background 
Our 2015 Australian Day Ambassador Jon Dee together with Olivia Newton- John founded 
National Tree Day. During the period that Jon and Olivia fronted Nation Tree Day, the event 
had seen over 10 million native trees and shrubs planted with that number now growing to 
over 20 million. 
 
Olivia and Jon have again recently joined forces and in 2013 launched their One Tree per 
Child Project. 
 
The aim of the project is to get tree planting to be part of the school curriculum so that every 
child under ten plants a native tree as part of a school event. 
 
 The concept has got good support thus far with the State of Tasmania committing to the 
project and it will be launched internationally with the City of Bristol in the United Kingdom 
committing to the project with around 36,000 trees to be planted in the first plantings (one 
for each primary school child in the city) 
  
Current Situation 
Following discussions with Jon Dee during the Australia Day Celebrations the Mayor and I 
have committed to the participation of Bourke Shire in the Initiative for 2015 with a view to 
extending that participation in future years. 
 
There are around 400 children of primary school age within the shire and whilst most are 
resident in Bourke it is important that we get the involvement of children across the whole 
shire. 
  
Local Chris Ware has agreed to commence the propagation of the trees once the species are 
determined and preliminary discussions with the schools have also indicated a strong support. 
 
The launch of the City of Bristol Project is due to take place later this month and it was 
thought that the involvement of both Bourke and Bristol would be able to only reinforce the 
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international importance of the project but also show that no matter how big or small there is 
the opportunity for all communities to be involved. 
 
Jon Dee will be travelling to Bristol to launch the “One Tree per Child” in that City. 
 
 Locally I feel that in addition to the schools, newly established Pre School and the Golf Club 
precinct would benefit from the planting of trees and preliminary discussions with the Pre-
School Management has been positive. 
 
If the Pre-School also plant trees they can see the progress throughout their school life. 
 
Additionally if there are other areas where a commitment to assist with the ongoing 
maintenance can be obtained these areas can also be considered. 
 
Financial implication 
The cost to Council for the participation in the “One Tree per child Initiative will be between 
$4,000.00 -$5000.00 which will be met out of the tree replacement budget and the Manager 
of Works has indicated that he would ensure that the trees planted are in accordance with 
the Tree Replacement Program. 
 
Resolution 

35/2015 
1. That Council endorse the participation of Bourke Shire Council in the “One Tree Per 

Child Initiative” for 2015 
2. That Council liaise with the school principals from all primary schools within the shire to 

actively encourage cooperation and support of the schools with a view to planting 
some of the trees within the school grounds  

3. That the trees be planted in areas where ongoing maintenance is able to be provided. 
4. That the Mayor be authorised to approve Council’s participation in any promotion of 

the “One Tree Per Child” concept aimed at awareness and increasing participation. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Dorrington   Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.8 

Report: 310/2015 Release of New Valuations for Bourke Shire 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The land values for the Shire are supplied by the Valuer General each three (3) years and are 
used by Council as part of the calculation of rates. 
 
In determining the values of land the Valuer General utilises a number of factors with one of 
the more significant the recent sales. 
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It should be noted that the valuations relate to the unimproved land value and do not include 
dwellings etc. 
 
In all there were 2032 separate valuations issued. 
 
Current Situation: 
Individual ratepayers can query their valuation if they feel it may contain an error or they wish 
to obtain further information. Details in respect to the query mechanism are on the valuation 
notice. 
 
Council can only utilise the valuations as supplied or amended. 
 
From a Council perspective, on the assumption that the rates levied from the rural and 
residential areas remain the same in total, it will mean uploading the new valuations into our 
property system and then determine new rates in the dollar for inclusion in the 2015/2016 
Operational Plan. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The new valuations demonstrate an increase in value right across the area which is a positive 
sign. 
 
From a financial point of view the new valuations do mean an increase in revenue for Council 
as the maximum rate increase set by IPART relates to the total rate levy allowable. The 
change to the valuation may make some differences to the way in which the rates levied are 
distributed amongst the individual rate payers. 
 
I have attached two (2) press releases from the Valuer General the first deals with the 
valuations in respect of Bourke Shire Council whilst the second gives a broader state wide 
overview. 
 
While there has been some significant increases in land value these seem to be concentrated 
in the Sydney Basin whilst there were several areas where the median residential value 
actually dropped. 
 
Resolution  

36/2015 That the report on the 2014 Valuations from the Valuer General in respect of 
Bourke Shire Council be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 
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10 January 2015 
 
NSW LAND VALUE INCREASES BY MORE THAN 11 PER CENT 
The value of land in NSW has increased by more than 11 per cent, exceeding $1.12 trillion 
according to new figures released by NSW Valuer General, Simon Gilkes. 
 
“Almost 2.5 million residential, rural, business and industrial land values for properties in NSW 
were assessed,” Mr Gilkes said. 
 
“Property sales are the most important factor considered when determining land values and 
valuers analysed over 43,000 property sales across NSW as at 1 July 2014. 
 
“Overall residential land values for NSW increased by 13.12 per cent in the 12 months to 1 
July 2014, compared to a 3.21 per cent increase for the year to 1 July 2013.” 
 
Mr Gilkes said the valuations have pushed a further four Sydney local government areas 
(LGAs) into the $1 million plus category for median residential land value. 
 
Waverley, Hunters Hill, Willoughby and Manly have joined Mosman and Woollahra, with 
median increases of $986,000 to $1.12 million, $966,000 to $1.09 million, $788,000 to $1.08 
million and $885,000 to $1.05 million respectively. 
 
“The biggest overall market trend has seen increases for land values predominantly occur in 
the Sydney basin,” Mr Gilkes said. 
 
Sydney LGAs experiencing the highest increases in median residential land value were 
Willoughby (37%), Bankstown (29.4%), Hornsby (25.3%), The Hills Shire (24.4%), Canterbury 
(21.4%), Marrickville (19.9%), Warringah (19%) and Manly (18.6%). 
 
A number of regional LGAs also performed strongly including Gilgandra (an increase of 30%), 
Coonamble, (20%), Oberon (20%), Dubbo (19.4%), Newcastle (10.4%), Bathurst Regional 
(9.6%), Wyong (9.6%) and Kiama (9.5%). 
 
A total of 22 LGAs in the state experienced a decrease in median residential land values for 
the 12-month period, with the largest decrease experienced in Cobar with the median 
residential land value dropping by 10 per cent. 
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Over the coming weeks more than 882,000 Notices of Valuations will be sent to ratepayers in 
45 LGAs, showing the value of residential, rural, business and industrial properties based on 
market conditions as at 1 July 2014. 
 
Mr Gilkes said the latest land values will help 45 local councils determine the amount of 
council rates landholders pay. 
 
“While important, valuations are only one of the factors councils use to determine each 
landholder’s rating liability,” he said. 
 
“Increases or decreases in land values do not necessarily lead to similar increases or 
decreases in rates.” 
 
Mr Gilkes said the land values were prepared by valuers contracted from 17 firms across the 
state. 
 
“The values are then subject to rigorous quality assurance including statistical testing by the 
University of Western Sydney,” he said. 
 
“For 1 July 2014 residential land values in more than 94 per cent of LGAs met or exceeded 
internationally recognised measures of consistency and accuracy. 
 
“We are also improving our information to the community and making it easier for 
landholders to raise concerns and understand how their issues are being addressed.” 
 
Landholders concerned about their Notice of Valuation can have it independently reviewed by 
lodging an objection. 
 
Approximately 0.1 per cent of Notices of Valuation required amendment following the 2013 
valuations. 
 
Visit www.valuergeneral.nsw.gov.au or call 1800 110 038 to: 
 

· get a list of sales considered when valuing land in your area 
· access typical land values in your area 
· find other land values in NSW 
· find out more about the valuation system 
· find out how to lodge an objection. 
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Key trends for land valuations: 1 July 2013 to 1 July 2014 
Sydney metropolitan residential land 
Woollahra has overtaken Mosman, becoming the LGA with the highest median residential 
land value of $1.4 million (a 13.8% increase from 2013). 
 
Mosman median land value stands at $1.39 million, followed by Waverley ($1.12m), Hunters 
Hill ($1.09m), Willoughby ($1.08m) and Manly ($1.05). 
 
There were five metropolitan LGAs that experienced growth in residential median land values 
greater than 20 per cent during the previous 12 month period. 
 

· Willoughby $1.08m (37%) 
· Bankstown $519,000 (29.4%) 
· Hornsby $554,000 (25.3%) 
· The Hills Shire $504,000 (24.4%) 
· Canterbury $538,000 (21.4%) 

 
Despite median land values for Mosman being the second highest in the state, Mosman 
recorded the slowest growth among Sydney metropolitan LGAs of 6.9 per cent. 
North Sydney and Ryde were the only other LGAs that recorded growth of less than 10 per 
cent (9.6% and 9.2% respectively). 
 
No metropolitan LGAs recorded negative growth. 
 
Regional residential land - major non-metropolitan centres 
The major non-metropolitan centres showing the highest residential median land values were 
Newcastle ($255,000) and Wollongong ($248,000). 
 
Newcastle recorded the greatest growth in median residential land values over the 12 month 
period at 10.4 per cent, followed by Wyong with growth of 9.1 per cent. 
 
Regional residential land - inland 
LGAs close to Canberra had the highest median land values of inland centres, with 
Queanbeyan ($266,000) the highest followed by Yass Valley ($172,000). 
 
The inland LGAS recording the greatest growth in median residential land values were: 
 

· Gilgandra $19,500 (30%) 
· Coonamble $25,200 (20%) 
· Oberon $81,600 (20%) 
· Dubbo $113,000 (19.45%). 
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Six inland LGAs experienced negative growth of five per cent or more in median residential 
land values: 

· Cobar $23,200 (-10%) 
· Broken Hill $17,600 (-9.7%) 
· Tumut $66,500 (-6.5%) 
· Guyra $53,400 (-6%) 
· Moree Plains $36,900 (-5.1%) 
· Griffith $79,500 (-5%) 

 
The lowest median land value in the state is in Central Darling at $1,200. 
 
Regional residential land – coastal 
After several years of limited or no growth in median land values, coastal residential land in a 
number of centres increased in value. 
 
The highest median coastal residential land value was in Kiama ($334,000, up 9.5%), followed 
by Byron ($328,000, up 8.3%). 
 
Further from the major population centres parts of the south coast (Shoalhaven and 
Eurobodalla) and the mid-north coast (Bellingen, Nambucca, Clarence Valley) showed no 
change in their median residential land values while Kempsey (-0.88%) and Richmond Valley (-
5.09%) experienced negative growth. 
 
Business and industrial land 
The total business land value for NSW is now $98.08 billion, an increase of 12.44 per cent 
from the previous 12-month period. 
 
Industrial land values increased by 2.67 per cent to $36.3 billion for the same period. 
 
Rural (including Lifestyle and Hobby Farm) 
The total rural land value for NSW is now $99.9 billion, an increase of 3.13 per cent from the 
previous 12- month period. 
 
Background 
The valuations being released are as at 1 July 2014 and are based on relevant land and 
property sales data from this time. Land value is the value of the land only and does not 
include the value of the home or other improvements to the land. Landholders will receive a 
leaflet with their Notice of Valuation explaining the valuation process. 
 
The Valuer General is an independent statutory officer appointed by the Governor of NSW to 
oversee the valuation system. The Valuer General is responsible for providing fair and 
consistent land values for rating and taxing purposes. 
Office of Finance & Services Media Unit - 02 9937 2258 
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File No: L8.26 

Report: 311/2015 Local Government Reform Process- Proposed Discussions with 
Brewarrina Shire Council 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Included in the recommendations contained in the Final Report of the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel’s (ILGRP) Final Report they highlighted a number of preferred 
options for each of the Councils in New South Wales and these recommendation are 
effectively the starting point for Councils in considering their own options for the future. 
 
In the case of Bourke this preferred option was a joint administration or merger with 
Brewarrina Shire Council.  
 
Attached is a copy of pages 121 and 122 of the ILGRP Final Report and page 17 of the NSW 
State Government’s Response to the recommendations contained therein. Additionally I have 
attached pages 29 and 300 from the Panel’s Report “Strengthening Far West Communities 
which provides additional information as to what is meant by the options presented. 
 
Current Situation: 
There is a considerable amount of work yet to be done in developing the various concepts 
which have been announced in ILGRP reports with the  idea of Joint Organisation of Councils 
still subject to study by Pilot ROC’s and the characteristics of Rural Councils only recently 
being determined. 
 
Whilst the Rural Council Model is still developing to a degree the following have been 
identified as the characteristics of a Rural Council; 
 
The attributes of a Rural Council are as follows, 

10. Small and static or declining population spread over a large area 
11. Local economies that are based on agricultural/resource industries 
12. High operating costs associated with a dispersed population and limited opportunities 

for  return  on investment 
13. High importance of retaining local identity, social capital and capacity for service 

delivery 
14. Low rate base and high grant reliance. 
15. Difficulty in attracting and retaining skilled and experienced staff 
16. Challenges in Financial Sustainability and provision of adequate services and 

infrastructure 
17. Long distance to a major (or Sub) regional Centre 
18. Limited options for merger 

 
It would appear that Bourke Shire Council would meet the bulk if not all of the above criteria. 
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There is a seminar to more fully provide assistance with the completion of the Rural Council 
Template that is being held in Dubbo on the 18th February 2015 (this Wednesday). 
 
Whilst the concept of a Rural Council Model is still being developed it will also mean that 
those Councils will be linked to the Joint Organisation of Councils, the operation of which is 
still being formulated by the undertaking of a number of pilots. 
 
There have been a number of options put forward in relation to rural Councils and how these 
may be utilised to improve performance against the benchmarks of Efficiency, Infrastructure 
and Service Delivery, and Sustainability. 
 
These are  

g. Service Delivery 
h. Shared Administration 
i. Speciality Services 
j. Streamlined Governance 
k. Streamlined planning regulation and reporting  
l. Service Review 

 
If Council was  of a mind to base their “Fit for the Future” proposal on the Rural Council model  
it would be able to develop a proposal based on any or all of the six options demonstrating 
how it will use them to improve performance against the benchmarks of Efficiency, 
Infrastructure and Service Delivery, and Sustainability. Proposals do not however need to be 
limited to these options. 
 
Details on each of the above can be found on page 18 of the guidance material in relation to 
Rural Council Proposal Template which has been circulated to all Councillors.  
 
Council has determined that it will prepare a “fit For the Future” proposal and has the option 
to utilise the Rural Council Model for that purpose. 
 
As I have mentioned earlier in the report the starting point for the preparation of any 
proposal should be the consideration of the ILGRP recommendation. 
 
To date there have been no formal discussions with Brewarrina regarding the 
recommendations of the ILGRP although each of the Councils has  resolved that they do not 
wish to be part of any merger and have a strong preference to remain as independent 
Councils. 
 
However, given the recommendations from the ILGRP and the fact that the starting point for 
Council’s consideration should be those recommendations I think that it would be 
advantageous if a meeting was convened between representatives Bourke Shire and 
Brewarrina Shires to discuss those recommendations. 
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I have had a brief discussion with the Mayor and General Manager of Brewarrina regarding a 
meeting and it has been agreed that it would be of benefit to both Councils. 
 
It is proposed that the meeting be convened in Condobolin prior to the Western Division 
Conference with the Mayors, Deputy Mayors and General Managers of both Councils being in 
attendance. 

 
Financial Implications: 
The Local Government Reform process has the potential to have wide ranging implications on 
Bourke Shire Council and the community 
 
Resolution 

37/2015 
1. That a Meeting be convened between representatives of Bourke Shire Council and 

Brewarrina Shire Council to discuss the recommendations contained in the Final 
Report of the Independent Local Government Review Panel. 

2. That the meeting be convened in Condobolin prior to the Western Division 
Conference 

3. That a report detailing the outcome of the meeting be tabled at the March Meeting of 
Bourke Shire Council. 

Moved Cr Brown   Seconded Cr Davis    Carried 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 405/2015 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st January 2015 

Balances as per Bank Statement $1,006,007.06 

Plus: Deposit not shown $3,668.33 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $14,391.68 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $7,635.01 

Balance as per Cash Book $987,648.70 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st January 2015 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $5,269,930.08 200,000.00 

Water $2,676,870.29  

Sewer $2,310,450.30  

Trust $139,922.56  

Total Funds $10,397,173.23  

 
Investments as at 31st January 2015 

National Australia Bank $1,028,344.37 3.68% 304 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $600,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,400,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $961,874.60 3.50% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,215,832.00 3.60% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,982,201.82 3.60% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,040,317.21 3.55% 180 Days A1+ 

 $580,954.53 3.41% 90 Days A1+ 

 $600,000.00 3.48% 180 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $9,409,524.53    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local 
Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 28 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 

Reconciliation at 31st January 2015 

Balance as per cash book $987,648.70 

Investments $9,409,524.53 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $10,397,173.23 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2015 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st December 2014  31st January 2015 

General Fund $3,579,394.79 $1,690,535.29 $5,269,930.08 

Water Fund $2,706,163.08 -$29,292.79 $2,676,870.29 

Sewer Fund $2,317,178.03 -$6,727.73 $2,310,450.30 

Trust Fund 139,239.06 $683.50 $139,922.56 

Investments -$8,804,438.46 -$605,086.07 -$9,409,524.53 

Totals -$62,463.50  $987,648.70 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st December 2014                                                           $(62,463.50) 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $67,560.69 

(b) Other Cash  $2,403,319.65 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $1,415,682.07 

(b) New Investment  $5,086.07 

Balance as at 31st January 2015 $987,648.70 

 
Resolution  

38/2015 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council 
and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2015 be noted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 406/2015 Investment Report as at 31st January 2015 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2014/15 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $315,000 which 
represents an estimated return of 3.68%. This revenue is split proportionally across 
General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with 
cashflow requirements. 
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st January 2015 is 
$9,409,524.53. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
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Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 

National Australia Bank $1,028,344.37 3.68% 304 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $600,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,400,000.00 3.65% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $961,874.60 3.50% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,215,832.00 3.60% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,982,201.82 3.60% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,040,317.21 3.55% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $580,954.53 3.41% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $600,000.00 3.48% 180 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $9,409,524.53    

 
Term Deposits 
Percentage of Total Portfolio   100% 
Average Investment Yield   3.57% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $605,086.07 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Resolution  

39/2015 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st January 2015 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 
 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 31 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 407/2015 Rates Write-off Assessment Number 1066-1000-7 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following property located at 16 Warraweena Street, Bourke is owned by NSW Land & 
Housing Corporation (formerly known as Department of Housing). The house at this property 
became vacant as of 15 November 2013 and was demolished. The Local Government Act 
1993, Section 555 1(a) states that land owned by the Crown is non-rateable when the land 
including dwelling is not being leased for private purposes or is vacant land. The NSW Land & 
Housing Corporation has requested that the property become non-rateable for the period 15 
November 2013 to 30 June 2015. 
 
Financial impact 
Rates and Charges levied for the period 15 November 2013 to 30 June 2014 total $990.00, 
Rates levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $2,044.00 making the total write 
off $3,034.50.  
 
Resolution 

40/2015 That Council write-off Rates and Charges for Assessment 1066-10000-7 to the value 
of $990.00 for the 2013/2014 rating period and $2,044.00 for the 2014/2015 rating period, a 
total write off of $3,034.50. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 408/2015 Rates Write-off Assessment Number 1055-00000-2 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following property located at 62 Tudor Street, Bourke is owned by the Aboriginal Housing 
Office. This property was purchased at the Section 713 Sale held by Council on 1 March 2014. 
The property has a derelict house which is uninhabitable. The Local Government Act 1993, 
Section 555 1(a) states that land owned by the Aboriginal Housing Office is non-rateable when 
the land including dwelling is not available in a habitable condition or the land is vacant. The 
Aboriginal Housing Office has requested that the property become non-rateable for the 
period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015. 
 
Financial impact 
Rates and Charges levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $1,501.29, interest 
levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $9.19 making the total write off 
$1,510.48. 
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Resolution  

41/2015 That Council write-off Rates and Charges for Assessment 1055-00000-2 to the value 
of $1,501.29 for 2014/2015 and interest levied for the same period totalling $9.19, a total 
write off of $1,510.48.  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 409/2015 Rates Write-off Assessment Number 516-00000-7 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following property located at 20 Meek Street, Bourke is owned by the Aboriginal Housing 
Office. This vacant land was purchased at the Section 713 Sale held by Council on 1 March 
2014. The Local Government Act 1993, Section 555 1(a) states that land owned by the 
Aboriginal Housing Office is non-rateable when the land is vacant. The Aboriginal Housing 
Office has requested that the property become non-rateable for the period 1 March 2014 to 
30 June 2015. 
 
Financial impact 
Rates and Charges levied for the period 1 March 2014 to 30 June 2014 total $580.27, Rates 
and Charges levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $1,796.40 and interest 
levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $34.14 making the total write off 
$2,410.81. 
 
Resolution 

42/2015 That Council write-off Rates and Charges for Assessment 516-00000-7 to the value 
of $580.77 for 2013/2014, $1,796.40 for 2014/2015 period and interest levied for the same 
period totalling $34.14, a total write off of $2,410.81.  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 410/2015 Rates Write-off Assessment Number 926-00000-1 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following property located at 66-68 Short Street, Bourke is owned by the Aboriginal 
Housing Office. This vacant land was purchased at the Section 713 Sale held by Council on 1 
March 2014. The Local Government Act 1993, Section 555 1(a) states that land owned by the 
Aboriginal Housing Office is non-rateable when the land is vacant. The Aboriginal Housing 
Office has requested that the property become non-rateable for the period 1 March 2014 to 
30 June 2015. 
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Financial impact 
Rates and Charges levied for the period 1 March 2014 to 30 June 2014 total $803.08, Rates 
and Charges levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $2,056.98 and interest 
levied for the period 1 July 2014 to 30 June 2015 total $33.59 making the total write off 
$2,893.65. 
 
Resolution 

43/2015 That Council write-off Rates and Charges for Assessment 926-00000-1 to the value 
of $803.08 for 2013/2014, $2,056.98 for 2014/2015 period and interest levied for the same 
period totalling $33.59, a total write off of $2,893.65.  
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 

 

File No: F1.6 

Report: 411/2015 Operational Plan Review to 31st December 2014   

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) requires 
a council’s responsible accounting officer to prepare and submit a Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement (QBRS) to the governing body of council within two months of the end of the 
quarter. Herewith is that report.  
 
Background 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines on the preparation of QBRS to Council 
in December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guidelines commencing in July 
2011. 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out in 
the operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income 
and expenditure for that year. 
 
The guidelines also require the budget review statement to include a report by the 
responsible accounting officer as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates 
Council to be in a satisfactory financial position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, 
to include recommendations for remedial action. 
 
Issues 

 The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented to 
Council within two months of the end of the quarter. 

 The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local Government’s 
Guidelines in December 2010. 
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Assessment 
(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) clause 203 requires a 
Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget 
review statement to the governing body of Council within two months of the end of 
the quarter. 
 
Division of Local Government – Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued December 
2010. 
 

(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
Council’s original budget was adopted on 26th May 2014 and reflected an overall cash 
based surplus of $609,385. 
 

(c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice 
Nil 
 

(d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 

 
Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the December 2014 review period and is presented to 
Council for consideration. 
  
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and 
other officers where applicable.  
 
Council adopted a $609,385 cash based surplus budget as part of the 2014/15 Operational 
Plan at the 26th May 2014 Council Meeting.  
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the December QBRS is estimated to be a 
surplus of $743,576. 
 
A break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added 
back: 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating result 

General ($30,042,455) $26,147,870 $4,009,374 $114,789 

Water ($4,766,814) $4,904,804 $340,862 $478,852 

Sewer ($2,139,000) $2,114,040 $174,895 $149,935 

Total $36,948,269 $33,166,714 $4,525,131 $743,576 
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The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below: 
 
Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Operational Income – additional 163,759 

Operational Expenses – additional (504,615) 

Capital Income and Contributions - increase 54,600 

Capital Expenditure - additional (261,600) 

Transfer to/from Reserves  

Net adjustment - Budget (547,856) 

Summary Budget Impact 

Original Budget surplus 609,385 

Adjustments from QBRS September 2014 682,047 

Adjustments from QBRS December 2014 (547,856) 

Revised Budget Surplus $743,576 

 
Conclusion 
The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 31st December 2014 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer provided 
under separate cover to Council. 
 
Resolution 

44/2015  
1. That the document entitled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2014” be 

received and noted 
2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget 

Review Statement – December 2014” be approved and voted. 
Moved Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Davis   Carried 

 

 

File No: P4.2 

Report: 412/2015 Delivery Plan Review as at 31st December 2014   

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Delivery Plan review as at 31st December 2014 has been completed and forwarded out to 
Councillors. 
 
Resolution 

45/2015 That the information on the Delivery Plan Review as at 31st December 2014 be 
adopted. 
Moved: Cr Dorrington    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D5.1-D5.2-P1.4 

Report: 904/2015 Community Contribution – Use of Coolican Oval Tent Outreach 
Program 

Author: Pastor George Mann – Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship 

 
Requesting the use of Coolican Oval from Friday, 3rd April, concluding Sunday, 5th April and 
dismantling the 300 seat tent on Monday, 6th April 2015. 
 
Pastor Mann is requesting that Council waive the fee for the use of the Oval and the fee for 
electricity. The meetings will be held from 6.30pm until 9.30pm nightly. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

46/2015 That the request be granted to waive the fee for the use of Coolican Oval over the 
Easter weekend 2015. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Resolution at 9.57am 

47/2015 That Council Suspend Standing Orders to conduct Open Forum. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 

 Phil Parnaby – Diggers on the Darling 
 
Resolution at 10.24am 

48/2015 That Council resume Standing Orders. 
Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution at 10.59am  

49/2015 That Council suspended standing orders for an update from Detective Scott Parker 
from Darling River Local Area Command. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution at 11.30am  

50/2015 That Council resume Standing Orders 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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11.31am Cr Davis left the meeting 
 
Resolution 

51/2015 That Council write to the Education Department seeking clarification on the 
current truancy laws. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
11.36am Cr Davis returned to the meeting. 
 

 

File No: E3.1-E3.2  

Report: 905/2015 AER Draft Determination on 2014/19 Regulatory Period 

Author: Gary Humphreys, Chief Operating Officer – Essential Energy 

 
Updating Council on the status of the Australian Energy Regulator’s (AER) draft determination 
on Essential Energy’s revenue, capital and operating budget for the period 1st July 2014 – 30th 
June 2019. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s information 
 
GM’s Note: A joint response on behalf of OROC Members is being prepared by the Mayor of 
Dubbo Cr Mathew Dickerson and Warren General Manager, Ashley Wielinga.  
 
Resolution 

52/2015 That Council note the information provided by AER’s Draft Determination on 
Essential Energy’s revenue. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No: A3.37-R9.3 

Report: 906/2015 Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS) 

Author: The Hon. Barnaby Joyce, MP -  Minister for Agriculture 

 
Thanking the Mayor for his letter regarding the recommendations of the National Rural 
Advisory Council (NRAC) report of its review of the Rural Financial Counselling Service (RFCS). 
Minister Joyce also thanked the Mayor for bringing his concerns to his attention and advised 
that he will continue to work closely with the RFCS providers on the future arrangements for 
the programme, including the implementation of the Government’s response to NRAC’s 
recommendations. 
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Recommendation:  
For Notation  
 
Resolution 

53/2015 That Council note the information from The Hon. Barnaby Joyce, MP – Minster for 
Agriculture regarding the Rural Financial Counselling Service and that he will continue to 
work closely with the RFCS providers. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 39 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 40 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 41 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 42 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 43 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 44 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 45 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 

 

 

BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 

 

ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting, 16
th

 February 2015 



This is the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the Council 

Chambers at 9.00am 

This is page 46 of 75 of the Minutes the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 

Council Chambers at 9.00am 

 

ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 
The following information outlines works completed from the 24th December 2014 to the 30th 
January 2015. 
 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 102/2014 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby / Roads Supervisor 

 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Bourke – Hungerford  Top Grade completed 

HWY 7N Segment 3775- 3780 Shoulders completed 

 
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed, Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

North Bourke Subdivision  In Progress 

MR 68 South Bourke - Louth Top Grade in progress 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Byrock Water Supply Water carted 

North Bourke Subdivision Cart Mudrock 

 
4.  BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Staff on Annual Leave  

 
5.     PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds mowed 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 
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Wharf General maintenance carried out 
Prepare for Australia Day Function  

Renshaw Complex Grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 

Coolican Oval Mow and Maintain Oval 
Prepare for  BAHS Bourke Fit 

Davidson Oval Mow and Maintain Oval 
Prepare ground Junior & Senior Cricket 

Central Park Skate Park-General maintenance 

Villages Mow grounds  and facilities cleaned and maintained 

Training Sharps Training 

 
6.      TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily   

Cemetery Grave 31/12 
Grave 7/1 
Grave 12/1 
Grave 13/1 

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning and rubbish removal and cleaning road side 
Water rest areas 

Staff Training Sharps Training 

General Clean up behind Shell Depot  
Clean up block next to seven day Adventist Church  
Cold mix entry of lane of Doctors house Glen Street  
Prune tree’s footpath Mitchell Street  
Gravel on Road Federations Street  
Remove rubbish from pool  
Remove rubbish from wharf - water bikes and trolley’s  
Call outs due to rain to unblock  drains 24/12 and 25/12 to start Sydney 
road pump  
Remove dangerous limb from  tree in Green Street  
Weed blisters at Mitchell Street corner  
Relieve garbage truck 24/12+31/12/2014 
Patch spill way wharf water going back under spill way and washed out 
Pick up dead dog in Short Street 
Pick up dead pig at Brewarrina hump  
Erect two new tourist signs North Bourke  and Barringun  
Delivery Sand for cemetery for graves  
Town mowing and North Bourke Road  
Start poisoning lanes and town corners and road edges as well as weed 
officer  
Remove tree from lane 148 Meadows Road  
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7.        WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll, Plant Foreman 

Plant 
No 

Rego Description Work Carried Out 

131 AY22KL 2008 Caterpillar 12M Check dash lights and charge batteries 
Fix engine oil leak 
Clean cooling system 
8500 hr service 

140 AK24LO Caterpillar 12H Change all filters and engine oil 

35 COR74B 2013 Mazda BT-50 60,000km service 

50  2013 Mazda BT-50 40,000km service 

7 CTQ11G 2014 Toyota GXL Wagon 20,000km service 

90  Isuzu D/Max 3,000km service 

92  2014 Western Star Relocate and replace hydraulic fittings on tank 
Install fridge brackets in cab 

120 V75555 Trailer Replace all bearings 
LH hub and all spring bushes 

47 R71268 Moore Tipper Replace side tipping ram 

76 P95814 2004 Moore Roadtrain tipper Replace rear large tipping ram 

32  2011 Isuzu NPR 65,000km service 

63 K38318 1997 Tandem Car Trailer Repair winch control wires 
Weld cracks and repair lights 

130 YWE663 2003 Case  Replace hydraulic coupling on attachment 
hoses 

62  2010 Delta Replace deck safety chain and service 

65 BG97LI 2010 John Deere Rotate PTO shaft and re-bolt muffler to cab 
support 

49 BZQ74Z 2011 Mazda BT-50 75,000km service 

299  Komatsu Change engine oil and filters 

171 BN04EY 2002 Isuzu Replace air tank gauge 
Repair valve bank air leak 

48 AZ90ZJ 2009 Freightliner Replace bush in gear stick 
Replaced LHR brake linings and seal 
Replace main battery lead 

60 AV25YJ 2008 Freightliner Replace header tank 
Relocate hydraulic fittings 

Mow Airport + Village   
Clean up from tree removals  
Cover diesel spill  
Collect table and chairs for Australia Day   

Sundry Debtors S/D Crane  919917  
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Replace air pressure switch 

78 CA80TI 2014 Isuzu 20,000km service 
Repair air cleaner brackets behind cabin 

89 BS52AN 2012 Isuzu Replace bolts and gasket on engine brake 
Repair lights 
140,000km service 

15 CB87TA 2013 Holden Colorado 7 70,000km service 

66 BQ40XY Isuzu D/Max 70,000km service 

8.       Water and Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader. 
           WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

River mains flushing 12 months or as 
required 

 Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 12 months or as 
required 

 Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual 
maintenance 

12 months Completed 2014 ongoing 

Alignment of stop valve covers 
checked 

12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and 
calibration (flow meters) 

12 months July 2015, 
Next Service 

Completed 

Reservoir cleaning 5 years 2020 Ongoing 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2017  completed 

        Water & Sewerage system planned maintenance 

ACTIVITY REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & cracks) Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump 
inspection 

Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow 
meters) 

Annually July 2015 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2016 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  2015 

Main breaks repaired for December 8 Sewer chokes for 
January cleared: 

12 

Annual Main  Breaks  8 Annual Sewer Chokes 12 

Raw: 8 Boundaries replaced: 0 

Potable: 0   

Year to date:  2015 Water Meters   

Faulty Meters replaced  0  

New Connections   0  

Total Replacements in 2014  103  

Year to date:  2015 Water Meters Meters read twice yearly 

Faulty Meter replaced  0  

New Connections  0  

Total Replacements in 2015  0  

     

Staff Training- Sharps Training 

 

Constriction of 150mm water mains, potable and raw at North Bourke new development 

 

New Water services at North Bourke Police Housing, Darling Street 

 

Cleaning of Louth Water Reservoir 
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BOURKE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT EPA LICENCE COMPLIANCE 
Record of Effluent Analysis  
  

POLLUTANT 
UNIT OF 

MEASURE 

LICENCE 100 
PERCENTILE 

CONCENTRATION 
LIMIT 

Sept  
2014 TEST 

Oct 
2014 TEST 

Nov 
2014 TEST 

Dec 
2014 TEST 

Jan 
2015 TEST 

Feb 
2015 TEST 

Mar 
2015 TEST 

Apr  
2015 TEST 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 2 3 <2 <2 2    

pH  6.5-8.5 8.9 8.6 9.0 9.3 9.1    

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 40 7.1 5.6 7.9 7.8 11.2    

Phosphorus 
(total) 

mg/L 10 1.6 3.3 1.3 0.78 0.84    

Total 
suspended 
solids 

mg/L 65 32 45 34 40 76    

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 55 7 40 9 11 27    

 



RECORD OF WATER USAGE 
For the period, 01/01/15 to 31/12/2015 Council’s meters indicated the following water 
usage: 
 
Water usage for January through to December 2015:   Yearly totals for 2015 

WATER SCHEME 
ANNUAL 

ALLOCATION 
(ML) 

TOTAL 
USAGE 

FOR THE 
PERIOD 

(ML) 

USAGE 
YEAR TO 

DATE (ML) 

DAILY 
AVERAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

DAILY 
AVERAGE YEAR 
TO DATE (ML) 

Bourke potable  41 41 1.32 1.32 

Bourke  river 3500 193 193 6.2 6.2 

North Bourke village 
raw 

750 
28 28 1 1 

 
Rainfall in Bourke for January 2015 period: 35mm  

 
Resolution  

54/2015 That the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as 
presented to Council on Monday, 16th February 2015 be noted. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 202/2015 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Nil    

 
Total value of Approved works for January 2015    =$0 
No. of Development Application Approvals for January 2015  = 0  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for January 2015 = 0 
 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 202/2015 Building Services Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Continue renovations 

Monthly check and test emergency generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering, mowing and fill in holes 

Install doves on entrance poles 

1 Tudor Street Clean gutters 

Repair down pipe 

Tip Repair front gate 

Medical Centre Replace A/C Unit x 2 

Pool Install new lap clock 

Airport house Repair sprays 

Adjust watering controller 

Central Park Replace fence caps at playground 

Airport ARO Inspections 

Poison around runway lights 

Contractors Quotes for meter and switchboard at pool 
Install power point in pump shed at pool 
Replace ceiling fan in Pool Kiosk 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 202/2015 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 6 0 

Seized 4 0 

Surrendered 2 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 12 0 

Euthanased 6 0 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 1 0 

Stolen from Pound 1 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 4 0 

Total 12 0 

Micro-chip Implantations 0 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s  
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File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 202/2015 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for February 2015 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 415 Adults 164 

Children (2+) 1032 Children (2+) 383 

Children (<2) 0 Children (<2) 0 

Pensioners 28 Pensioners 26 

School Groups 0 Total for Month 2048 

 
Resolution  

55/2015 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented 
to Council on Monday, 16th February 2015 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 302/2015 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
29th January 2015 

 
Happy New Year to all residents of Bourke Shire Council and I trust 2015 is a good year for 
all.   
 

  
2015 promises to be a very busy year with some significant changes being considered for 
Local Government in New South Wales. The changes being mooted are a result of the Final 
Report of the Independent Local Government Review Panel and the Local Government Acts 
Taskforce and the NSW Government’s response to those reports. 
 
Bourke Shire Council are monitoring all the options that are being considered and have been 
active in attending all the seminars and information sessions that have been held in respect 
of the proposed changes. 
 
All Councils with the exception of the eight (8) Councils earmarked to go into the Far 
Western Initiative (Balranald, Bourke, Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Central Darling, Cobar, 
Walgett and Wentworth) have been asked to prepare a “Fit for the Future “proposal which 
is due for submission by the 30th June 2015. Despite it being optional, Bourke Shire Council 
will be preparing a “Fit for the Future Proposal” to ensure it continues to keep all options 
open. 
 

 
Everything is on track for the Back to Bourke celebrations to be held over the Easter long 
weekend and the organisers have put together an impressive programme.  One of the 
marque events planned is the Bourke Race meeting which is nearing final approval and it 
should be all systems go from this point as there is only ten (10) weeks before the event. 
 

 
The Australia Day Ceremony and award Presentation was held on Monday and was well 
attended. The Australian Day Ambassador, Jon Dee was an excellent speaker and had some 
interesting things to communicate to the crowd. He has certainly received a great deal in an 
effort to enhance environmental sustainability. 
 
The award winners were:- 
Young Sportsperson of the Year - Jaxson Tiffen 
Sportsperson of the Year - David Pickard 
Community Service through Employment - Helen Keane 
Emergency Services Volunteer - Karen Keuning 
Citizen of the Year - Margo Grimes 
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Once again there was a high standard of nominations for the various awards and each of the 
recipients was a very worthy winner. 
 

  
Water Restrictions for the townships of Bourke and North Bourke were lifted on Monday 
due to the current flow in the Darling River which has been boosted from the good flows in 
the Culgoa River. Additionally there have been some good flows in the upper reaches of the 
Barwon River and this should reach Bourke in around 10 days and hopefully keep the water 
flowing over the weir for a while yet. 
 

 
Council will be conducting a tour of the village areas within the shire to give the residents of 
these areas the opportunity to meet Councillors and Senior Staff to discuss issues impacting 
on the residents of the villages and surrounding areas. 
 
The timetable for the village tours appears in an advertisement in today’s edition of the 
Western Herald. 
 
At the meeting the opportunity will also be taken to further explain the current Local 
Government Reform Process and  Bourke Shire Council’s stance in relation to the process 
and in particular the options for Bourke. 
 
Also on the agenda will be the preparation of the Operational Plan (Budget) for 2015/2016 
and attendees will be able to have the opportunity to suggest items for inclusion, expansion 
or deletion from the Budget. 
 

 
The Western Division Conference for 2015 will be held in Condobolin on the 22nd, 23rd and 
24th February 2015 and at this stage will be attended by Mayor, Cr Andrew Lewis, Deputy 
Mayor, Cr Barry Hollman, Cr Cecil Dorrington and myself. 
 

 
The civil works required as part of the development of the residential blocks at North 
Bourke is progressing well with the roads quickly taking shape. The works are being 
undertaken utilising Council staff and plant. 
 

 
The removal of the fig trees has been part of an ongoing programme of Council for some 
time now and follows extensive discussion at Council on a number of occasions over the 
years. 
 
Numerous requests for removal of the trees are received when the root system has 
infiltrated the sewer lines of properties and caused the sewer to block. 
 
Whilst the trees provide good shade they in turn cause some significant problems in relation 
to infrastructure damage and impacts on the drainage around town not to mention the 
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material dropped on a daily basis from the trees and the work involved in cleaning up that 
material. 
 

 
The State Election will be held on the 21st March 2015 and whilst Bourke will remain in the 
Barwon Electorate, the electorate will see some major changes with the deletion of Moree 
and addition of Broken Hill among the most significant changes. At this stage there are three 
(3) candidates who have nominated for the seat including the current Member The Hon. 
Kevin Humphries, MP. 
 
No doubt as the election campaign gains momentum we will have an opportunity to meet 
with each of the candidates locally. 
 

 
There will be a meeting of the Local Emergency Management Meeting (LEMC) on the 3rd of 
February 2015 and one of the items on the agenda is the detailing of emergency evacuation 
centres for the Shire and providing a listing of the facilities which are available within each 
centre. 
 
There are a number of plans that are reviewed on an ongoing basis to ensure that the town 
and district is adequately prepared for any emergency situation that should arise. The LEMC 
brings together all the emergency services with the town and district. 
 

 
Council has resolved to name the bridge over the Bogan River the Wayne O’Mally Bridge 
and in accordance with the protocol of the Roads and Maritime Services is required to 
advertise its intention to name the bridge. Residents who wish to provide any feedback on 
the proposal are invited to do so via a letter addressed to General Manager Bourke Shire 
Council PO Box 21 Bourke by Friday, 13th February 2015. 
 

 
The annual welcome to Bourke Evening will be held at the Bourke Swimming Pool Complex 
on Wednesday the 11th March and a barbeque meal will be provided. 
 
The evening is hosted by Bourke Shire Council in conjunction with Bourke Rotary Club. 
 
All residents who have arrived in Bourke over the past few months are invited to attend and 
meet representatives from the various community and social groups from within Bourke.  
 
Employers are encouraged to make any new employees aware of the function. 
 
The community, sporting and social groups from within Bourke are invited to send a 
representative on the night so they can meet the new residents and outline the function of 
the various clubs.  
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New Residents and local groups are asked to contact Council’s Community & Governance 
Officer, Letiticia Tiffen by calling on 68308000 of their intention to attend so that catering 
can be finalised. 
 

 
I have previously mentioned that the Back to Bourke Weekend will be an opportunity to 
showcase the town to ex-residents who may not have been back to Bourke for some time 
and Council will be making an effort to ensure that it’s facilities are presented at their best. 
 
I am asking ALL residents to assist by ensuring that their nature strips are mown and free 
from rubbish.  Council will be holding two (2) “Tip Fee Free Days” prior to the weekend so 
that the unwanted material can be disposed of.  
 
There are some items that a fee will still apply and the waiving of fees does not apply to 
commercial activities. 
 

 
Work on the Mertin Street Sewer Well should start next week with the contractors already 
having some material onsite. The work will involve a major reconstruction of the current 
facility and the work will cost in excess of 1.2 million dollars and is expected to take around 
six months. 
 

 
Work on the new Pre-School in Gorrell Avenue will commence in around two (2) weeks and 
again the construction period will be around six (6) months. 
 

 
Work on the Cuttaburra Bridge is progressing well will the contractor undertaking work “off- 
site” and should be transporting the components to Bourke in a few weeks. 
 

 
Council is still waiting advice from Western Area Health regarding proposed visits to Bourke 
by that organisation to discuss the current status and alternatives being proposed in relation 
to birthing facilities in Bourke. 
 
The process has seen some inordinate delays and resulted in the loss of medical 
practitioners from our town and hopefully we see a suitable resolution early this year. 
 

 
5th February 2015 

 
Residents would have received a valuation notice from the Valuer General over the past few 
weeks and they should take the opportunity to review those valuations. If they have any 
concerns or wish to object to the valuations, they should follow the procedure that is 
detailed on the “Notice of Valuation”.  
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The valuation figures are used by Council for rating purposes. 
 
In all there were 2032 valuations issues for Bourke Shire. 
 
Overall the total valuation for the Shire increased from approximately $116 million in 2011 
to approximately $154 million in 2014 which is an increase of approximately 33%.  
 
The residential land in Bourke has seen a strong increase as have both commercial and 
industrial land values. 
 
Rural lands in the areas of Louth and Enngonia saw moderate to strong increases while 
strong increases were also evident in the heavy black soil farming country. 
 
The village areas of Byrock, Enngonia Fords Bridge and Wanaaring remain steady. 
 
The 33% increase in land value does not translate to a similar increase in rates.  Council’s 
rate increase in General Fund will be 2.4% and this relates to the total yield not individual 
ratepayers. This amount is the maximum allowable as determined by IPART and is the figure 
that Council has resolved to include in its draft Operational Plan for 2015/2016. 
 
There are separate calculations for both urban and rural areas for rating purposes. 
 
The impact on individual ratepayers will be determined by the percentage increase to 
individuals in relation to the increase across the Shire in respect of those categories. 
 
At this stage Council has not undertaken the modelling based on the new valuation. 
 

 
Tenders have been called for the management rights of the Bourke Swimming Pool Complex 
with tenders closing at 3.pm on the 2nd March 2015. 
 
Tender Documents are available on Councils Website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au or can be 
obtained from Council offices. 
 
The Manager of Environmental Services, Dwayne Willoughby, is the contact in respect of 
these tenders. 
 

 
Remember the “Welcome to Bourke Night” scheduled for the 11th March 2015 at the 
Bourke Swimming Pool. 
 
All newcomers to Bourke and representatives of community, social and sporting 
organisations are encouraged to come along.  RSPVs are requested by 9th March 2015 so 
that catering arrangements can be finalised.  
 

  

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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While water restrictions have been lifted I would ask that all residents are mindful of their 
water usage and ensure that water does not get wasted. 
 
The installation of water timers is an effective method of ensuring control over usage and 
these are available at the various retail outlets in town.  
 

 
In my column last week I said that the State Election is scheduled for the 21st March 2015 
and that should have read the 28th March  2015 as I am sure we will all be well aware once 
the campaigning starts in full. 
 

 
The February Council Meeting will be held on the 16th February instead of the 23rd to enable 
Council’s delegates to the 2015 Western Division Conference to be in attendance. 
 

 
Council like most within the community have welcomed the announcement that the State 
Government is very likely to introduce a Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) in NSW. The litter 
caused by the indiscriminate disposal and smashing of drink containers is of a real concern 
and creates additional costs for Council and the community. Additionally, the environmental 
damage that results to the landscape and waterways also is of a major concern. Local 
Governments, including Bourke Shire, have been long term advocates of a CDS and Council 
certainly supports the State Government in its attempts to introduce the CDS. 
 

 
Residents of the Wanaaring area in particular, will welcome the fact that work will 
commence shortly on the gravel re-sheeting of the area of the Wanaaring Road known as 
“Poison Point Plain”. 
 
With the flow in the Warrego River providing the opportunity to reduce the need to cart 
water long distances this work will be brought forward in the works schedule and should 
commence by the end of this month. 
 

 
A reminder regarding the village tour and community consultation meetings planned for 
March 2015. 

 Louth and Wanaaring are scheduled for Tuesday 3rd March 2015 

 Byrock and Bourke are scheduled for Wednesday 4th March 2015 

 Enngonia and Fords Bridge scheduled for Thursday 5th March 2015 
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The DRAFT programme for the “Back to Bourke” weekend over Easter has now been 
released. 
 
On the Saturday there will be a parade, followed by a wool bale rolling competition and the 
markets. There will also be a number of other events on the Saturday including bowls and 
football. 
 
Now is the time for organisations to start thinking about a float for the parade and for all 
those intending competitors in the wool bale rolling, to get into full training? 
 

 
As part of the Centenary of ANZAC staff at the Bourke Library will be developing a display of 
replica posters, newspaper articles, pictures, signs and information. They also plan to put 
together a slideshow on DVD which will contain pictures and information on the servicemen 
and servicewomen from our area.  
 
Work has commenced on the display and the staff would welcome contributions from 
members of the community. Articles can be copied for the display as no doubt some of the 
material in people’s possession would have a significant sentimental value. 
The Centenary of ANZAC will be a very special occasion and the local Sub-Branch of the RSL 
will again be coordinating the commemorative services. 
 

 
One of the motions to be moved by Bourke Shire Council at the Western Division 
Conference is to ask the State Government to consider the social and economic impact to 
communities as a result of the loss of jobs in rural communities. 
 
The ravages of drought and the centralisation of activities by a number of organisations such 
as Banks have seen a significant reduction in staff in rural towns. Whilst there are still a 
significant number of State Government jobs within Bourke we have seen the loss of 
numbers in a number of areas including the District Education Office. The “restructure” 
process seems to continue without due consideration to the social and economic impact. 
The loss of jobs has flow on affects for school enrolments, which in turn impact on teacher 
numbers and so on. 
 
There should be a return of an aggressive decentralisation policy not the current drift to the 
eastern seaboard of both population and services which seems to more aligned to a 
centralisation policy. 
 

 
I have noticed that some people are dumping grass clippings and other rubbish on both 
vacant land and in lane ways.  
 
Some of the vacant land belongs to Council and other land is privately owned. The practice 
causes additional expense for the owners of the land and Council, and will not be further 
tolerated. 
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This practice is illegal and persons caught undertaking this practice may be prosecuted.  
 
I would remind residents that there is NO charge for dumping green waste at the Waste 
Management Facility.  
 

 
I will be travelling to Dubbo tonight to attend a meeting of the OROC General Managers 
Advisory Committee (GMAC). 
 
On the agenda for discussion will be the newly release template for  Councils who have 
been identified as “Rural Councils “  and they will have the opportunity to consider  lodging 
a “Fit for the Future” proposal utilising this template  as opposed to the Merger  or 
Improvement Templates  that have been previously released. 
 

 
Phil Johnston represented Council in Sydney at a briefing session in relation to the funding 
being made available under the Restart New South Wales Regional Infrastructure Fund: 
Regional Airports Program. 
 
There is up to $50 million dollars being made available to help boost tourism in 30 regional 
areas of the state. 
 
Bourke Shire is one of the thirty airports which have been identified and Council has already 
resolved that it will be lodging an application, which will naturally be determined on a 
competitive basis.   
 
 Projects submitted must demonstrate they will deliver a net economic benefit and that 
they meet the objectives of the program under which funding is provided. 
 

 
The Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) have now taken over the staffing and coordination of 
the Wanaaring Health Clinic with the transition taking place last Tuesday and Wednesday. 
 
Residents of Wanaaring and District are pleased with the outcome of the negotiations 
between Western Area Health and the RFDS for the provision of health services at 
Wanaaring. 
 

 
Whilst on health matters I have been in contact with Western Area Health and they will be 
undertaking their community meetings in relation to the provision of Birthing Services in 
Bourke during this month. 
 
Once further details are available I will ensure the dates and times are well advertised so 
that ALL residents of Bourke and district can have their input. 
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12th February 2015 

 
The news that the State Government will be calling for expressions of interest from 
operators wishing to undertake the provision of a Regular Passenger Transport (RPT) air 
service for Bourke is welcome news indeed. 
 
The decision has come after an extensive process to determine the feasibility of such a 
service and has involved a considerable amount of work by the Department of Premier and 
Cabinet and our Local Member and Minister for Western New South Wales Hon Kevin 
Humphries MP. 
 
The proposal involves a triangulation service that would link Bourke, Walgett and Dubbo 
with the flights in turn linking with the fights in and out of Dubbo to Sydney. 
 
Already I have noticed a number of positive comments regarding the re-establishment of 
the air service and I am confident that once established we should see a good level of 
patronage. The regular passenger service to Bourke was last provided in 2008. 
 
Bourke has an excellent airport with the terminal building being equal to any facility for a 
town of this size in New South Wales. Additionally we have a very good refuelling facility 
which is important for both the regular service plus the normal charter and tourist related 
flights into Bourke. 
 
Since the feasibility study was commenced I have fielded a number of enquires in relation to 
the service, including potential operators. 
 

 
The fee free tip days have been scheduled for the 14th and 28th March and on these days all 
DOMESTIC waste is able to be deposited free of charge at the tip. There are some 
exceptions and fees will still apply to such things as tyres, asbestos, chemicals, liquid waste, 
building waste and commercial waste. 
 

 
The Council meeting for February will be held this MONDAY, 16th February 2015 at the 
Council Chambers 29 Mitchell Street Bourke starting at 9.00am. A public forum will be held 
at 10.00 am as usual. 
 

 
Council has entered in to an agreement with both Bourke Community Corrections and 
Juvenile Justice to provide opportunities for those who have been given work orders by the 
courts. 
 

 
Next week promises to be an extremely busy one with the Council meeting on Monday, On 
Wednesday there is the seminar conducted by the Department of Local Government in 
relation to the Rural Council template and guidelines which were released last week as part 
of the Fit for the Future Process. 
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There is a Strategic Planning Forum for the Lower Macquarie Water Utility Alliance being 
held on Thursday followed by the Board Meeting of the Orana Regional Organisation of 
Councils to be held on the Friday. On the Sunday, the Mayor Councillor Andrew Lewis, 
Deputy Mayor Barry Hollman, Councillor Cecil Dorrington and I travel to Condobolin for the 
Annual Conference of the Western Division Councils. 
 

 
There is still no date forthcoming from the Western District Health regarding the 
Community Consultation Meetings in relation to the various models being considered in 
relation to the provision of birthing services for Bourke. This is despite an indication that 
these meetings would be scheduled for January 2015. 
 

 
The flow in the Darling that originated from the Culgoa is now being supplemented by the 
flow from the Barwon which is a result of the rainfall in the upper catchment. 
 
There is no definitive period that the water is expected to flow over the Bourke Weir but it is 
anticipated that it should last at least until the end of the moth if not longer. 
 
There has been a restriction placed on the pumping of water from the Barwon –Darling 
River system with the hope that the flows currently within the system will continue and that 
it may eventually reach Menindee Lakes to provide some security of Water to Broken Hill 
which only has a guaranteed water availability until late this year. Let’s hope we have some 
significant flows in the system shortly that will enable the irrigators to have access to water 
for their crops plus see water reach the diminishing Menindee Lakes. 
 

 
Those residents who have visited the cemetery over the past few months would have 
noticed the new pylons at the entrance of the cemetery which were in fact part of the old 
Bourke Railway Station before it was demolished some years ago. Cr Jack Bennett with the 
assistance of local steel fabricator, Doug Berthhold arranged for the restoration of these 
pylons and they were erected by Council staff. Now thanks to the generosity of the Bennett 
family there has been a sculptural dove erected on each of the pylons. These doves were 
made in New Zealand and transported to Australia. 
 
With doves being the symbols of Peace and Love they are a very appropriate choice and 
they look very good.  
 

 
The amount of litter that is being dropped around town can be reduced significantly if 
everyone takes the time to walk a few steps to the nearest bins. This is particularly the case 
with the skate park precinct where there seems to be a reluctance to walk those extra few 
steps to the bins provided. The dropping of litter creates additional work for Council staff 
and also detracts from the appearance of the facility generally. 
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A work team being coordinated by Murdi Paaki Regional Enterprise Centre (MPREC) will be 
assisting with the preparation of the Renshaw Oval (Showground/Race Course) and 
Exhibition Centre facilities in preparation for the Back to Bourke weekend, the Race Meeting 
and the Bourke Show which will follow a few weeks later. From a Council perspective the 
support from MPREC is appreciated and we look forward to building upon the relationship 
and the involvement of these work teams in other areas. With the large areas that Council 
has to maintain the injection of the additional assistance will make the task a little easier. 
 

 
Council staff are preparing the 2015/2016 Operational Plan (budget) and members of the 
community are invited to make submissions to Council in relation to additions or deletions 
to the budget or proposed alterations to the level of service currently provided.  
 

 
Council is awaiting delivery of a new street sweeper which should be here within two weeks. 
The replacement of the street sweeper is part of Councils plant replacement program and 
will ensure that Council has a modern, well maintained and reliable plant fleet to undertake 
the services required throughout the shire. 
 

 
The water supplies throughout the shire have been able to meet the needs of the various 
communities throughout the summer period without the need to impose restrictions which 
is due to both the responsible water usage by residents and the cooler than expected 
weather 
 

 
Remember the “Welcome to Bourke Evening” scheduled for the 11th March 2015 at the 
Bourke Swimming Pool. 
 
All newcomers to Bourke and representatives of community, social and sporting 
organisations are encouraged to come along. RSPVs are requested by 9th March 2015 so 
that catering arrangements can be finalised. 
 

 
A reminder regarding the Village Tour and Community Consultation Meetings planned for 
March 2015. 
 
Louth is scheduled for the morning of Tuesday, 3rd March 2015 
Wanaaring is scheduled for the afternoon of Tuesday, 3rd March 2015 
Byrock is scheduled for lunchtime Wednesday, 4th March 2015 
Bourke is scheduled for the evening of Wednesday, 4th March 2015 
Fords Bridge is scheduled for the morning of Thursday, 5th March 2015 
Enngonia is scheduled for Lunchtime on Thursday, 5th March 2015 
 
Details relating to the times and meeting arrangements for the individual meeting will be 
circulated locally. 
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I noted with interest that the State Government has indicated that should their proposal for 
the leasing of the electricity “Poles and Wires” infrastructure go ahead there will be some 
significant amounts of funding available to rural New South Wales in relation to 
infrastructure upgrades including water security. Council will monitor the proposal with 
interest to ensure that it is well placed to be able to take advantage of any funding that may 
become available. Equally Council is keen to ensure that any proposal to lease the poles and 
wires will not lead to a reduction of service and employment in this area. 
 

 
The next rates instalment is due by the 28th February 2015 and if any one has any queries in 
respect of their rate notices they should contact Councils rates officer during normal 
working hours. 
 

 
Remember should anyone wish to book a Council oval or park for a function you should 
ensure that the booking is made through Council’s Engineering Department so that the 
ground can be prepared in accordance with the requirements, appropriate facilities made 
available and fees determined. 
 

 
I mentioned last week about the display being coordinated by the Library staff to 
commemorate the Centenary of ANZAC DAY. Staff would be appreciative of copies of such 
things as photo newspaper clipping etc. that people may have in their procession. 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager 
 
Resolution  

56/2015 That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 16th February 2015 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 402/2015 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Librarian 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the months October 2014 are presented for your information: 
 

1. Circulation statistics for January 2015: 
 

Audio Visual 175 

Adult Fiction 317 

Non-Fiction 89 

Junior Fiction 129 

Magazines 92 

Interlibrary Loans 2 

Total 804 

 
 During the same period in 2014, the figures were as follows: 
 

Audio Visual 157 

Adult Fiction 371 

Non-Fiction 146 

Junior Fiction 94 

Magazines 53 

Interlibrary Loans 0 

Total 821 

 
2. Other statistical information: 

 

New Members 12 

Internet/Word Processing 122 

Wireless Tickets 11 

Number of Visitors 1529 

Scans 22 

Information Requests 51 

Technical Assistance 5 

Faxes 9 
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During the same period in 2014, the figures were as follows: 
 

New Members 9 

Internet/Word Processing 145 

Wireless Tickets 17 

Number of Visitors 2045 

Scans 26 

Information Requests 27 

Technical Assistance 9 

 
3. We have added some new magazine titles to our collection, and removed some 

older titles. This has resulted in an increase in circulation of magazines. 
 

4. Summer Reading Club is also being run throughout the school holidays. 
 

If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to 
contact the library. 
 
Resolution  

57/2015 That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 16th February 2015. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 

 
Jodie Hatch 
Library Manager 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 502/2015 BOBEC and VIC January 2015 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
The Visitors Centre has been busy throughout January with enquiries for the Back to Bourke 
Reunion. The Visitors Centre is selling tickets for both the dinners and in a central point for 
enquiries. Staff have also been busy preparing the Jandra for the upcoming season and 
continuing with minor works at the Centre. 
 
Numbers to the Visitors Centre were consistent with 2014 with expectations that we will 
once again have a busy season. 
 
Graph showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
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Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

January  448 560 325 326 

February  157 397 271  

March  810 570 1500 1051  

April 2507 2044 3103 3146  

May 2656 2891 3758 3988  

June 2952 3216 4492 4275  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241  

August 4187 4162 4410 4793  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486  

November 1012 930 789 671  

December 386 347 254 242  

 
Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

 
 
Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

January  154 113 154 110 55 

February  139 60 44 60 76 

March  304 312 207 373 271 

April 551 925 807 732 778 699 

May 1551 1433 974 965 1042 801 

June 1535 1769 1154 1114 1306 1053 

July 1951 2345 1489 1193 1303 964 

August 1607 1916 1225 1131 1141 822 

September 1433 1816 1251 1299 1120 770 

October 1259 1325 861 556 601 464 

November 320 512 292 136 212 143 

December 180 182 108 65 65 57 

 



Minutes for the ordinary meeting of Bourke Shire Council to be held on Monday, 16
th

 February 2015 in the 
Council Chambers at 9.00am  

This is Page 72 of 75 of the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Bourke Shire Council held on Monday, 16
th

 
February 2015 in the Council Chambers at 9.00am  

Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 

 
Additional marketing is also underway with the Exhibition Centre and Bourke featuring in 
the NRMA magazine, Go Camping and the Caravan and Camping Magazine over the past 
months. Increased efforts continue with social media marketing with enhancements to the 
visitbourke website, Instagram and Facebook continuing.  
 
Planning for the Easter weekend is well underway and a draft program will be provided to 
Councillors at the meeting. Many events are being held concurrently from the 2nd of April 
through to the 6th of April with the highlight being a return to racing in Bourke and the 
running of the Harry Hart Memorial Cup. 
 
It will be a busy start to the season with the Easter weekend already booked out and the 
Bourke Show once again being held in early May. 

 

Resolution 

58/2015 That the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity Report 
as presented to Council on Monday the 16th of February 2015 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 

 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 

 

Month 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February 25 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  Not Cruising 

March 213 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 64 

April Not Cruising 1008 519 442 980 

May 1325 932 1035 894 1123 

June 1459 1241 1003 984 890 

July 1578 1386 1238 1300 1059 

August 1165 1186 640 1194 1041 

September 1429 1411 1459 1215 900 

October 188 1085 760 830 631 

November Not Cruising Not Cruising 423 403 Not Cruising 

December Not Cruising Not Cruising 180 20 Not Cruising 

Total 7382 8249 7257 7282 6688 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 

File No: P13.2 

Report: 311/2015 CONFIDENTIAL - Supply of Electricity 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed  Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
 
Resolution  

59/2015 That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that 
would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 

 

 

File No: R2.1, D1.1, R2.4 

Report: 413/2014  CONFIDENTIAL- Outstanding Rates, Water and Debtor Accounts  

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The following report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2)(a) and 
(b) of the Local Government Act, 1993 personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
 
Presented for Councillor’s information are the outstanding Rates, Water and Sundry Debtor 
reports for 31st December 2014. 
 

Resolution 

60/2015 That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the 
business to be discussed during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) 
of the Local Government Act, 1993; personnel matters concerning particular individuals 
(other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the personal hardship of any resident or 
ratepayer. 
Moved Cr Ford  Seconded Cr Stutsel  Carried  Unstarred 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

 
Pursuant to section 10A (2) (d) (i), section 10A (2) (a) and section and 10A (2) (b) ,the 
public were invited to make representations to the Council Meeting before the meeting 
was closed, as to whether the meeting should be closed to consider the identified, being 
reports 311/2015 - Supply of Electricity and 413/2015 - Outstanding Rates, Water and 
Debtor Accounts. 
 
No members of the public made representation 
 
Resolution at 11.40am 

61/2015 
1. That Council resolve into Closed Council to consider business identified, together 

with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media 

and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as 
outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 

Moved Cr Davis   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution at 12.02pm 

62/2015 That Council move out of Closed Council and into open Council. 
Moved Cr Dorrington   Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL MEETING 

 
The resolutions passed by Council while the meeting was closed to the public were read to 
the meeting by the Mayor and were as follows 
 
Resolution 

63/2015 
1. That public tenders not be invited for the supply of electricity for Council’s street lighting 

and contestable sites in accordance with Section 55(3)(i) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as it is considered that a satisfactory result would not be achieved by Council due to 
the extenuating circumstances that are created as a result of short term price fluctuations 
in the pricing for electricity supply with such price fluctuations resulting in tenderers not 
being able to be relied on to provide tenders which are fixed for a sufficient period of 
time to enable the normal tendering process to be completed by Council. 

2. That the report of Energy and Management Services dated 4 February 2015, in regard to 
the renegotiation of Council’s street lighting and contestable sites be noted. 
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3. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to enter into a contract for the 
supply of electricity for both street lighting and contestable sites prior to 30 June 2015. 

4. That should it a requirement the contracts for the supply of electricity for both street 
lighting and contestable sites be completed under seal of Council. 

Moved Cr Davis    Seconded Cr Ford    Carried 

 
Resolution 

64/2015 That Council notes the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing 
and Debtors owed to Council as at 31st December 2014. 
Moved Cr Dorrington Seconded Cr Davis  Carried 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 12.13pm. 


