
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council 

Minutes 
Monday, 25th March 2013 

 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held at the Council 

Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices at  
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke, commencing at 11.00am for the purpose of 

considering the items included on the Agenda 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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PRESENT 

C12.1 

 

Staff  

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services 

Phil Johnston Manager of Tourism & Development 

Mark Gordon Manager Roads 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager of Environmental Services & Development 

Peter Brown Manager of Works 

Kai Howard Executive Assistant/Minutes 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

REMEMBRANCE 

 
Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 
 Warrick Tiffen  

 

APOLOGIES 

 
The General Manager advised the Mayor that an apology had been received from Cr Sally 
Davis and Cr Cec Dorrington. 
 
Resolution 

85/2013 That Council note the apologies received from Cr Davis and Cr Dorrington and 
that leave of absence be granted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

Councillors 21/01 18/02 25/03 22/04 27/05 17/06 22/07 27/06 16/07 26/08 23/09 28/10 25/11 

Cr Andrew Lewis              

Cr Robert Stutsel AP             

Cr Victor Bartley              

Cr Sally Davis   AP           

Cr Cec Dorrington   9.09am AP           

Cr Lachlan Ford              

Cr Barry Hollman AP             

Cr Jack Bennett              

Cr Sarah Brown              

Cr Stuart Johnson              
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DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

 
Declaration of Interest in respect of Report 1106/2013, Review of Organisational Structure – 
Potential for Resource Sharing from the General Manager’s Report was received from Cr 
Brown. 
 

MAYORAL MINUTE 

 
List of Mayoral duties follow:- 

18/02/2013 Council Meeting 

20/02/2013 Louth & Byrock Village Committee Meetings 

 BBQ for new residents of Bourke sponsored by Bourke Shire Council & 
Rotary 

21/02/2013 Local Land Service Meeting 

25&26/02/2013 Western Division Shires Association Conference at Nyngan 

26/02/2013 Mark Coulton in Enngonia presenting Community Award Medal to Ray 
McMaster 

07/03/2013 Extraordinary Meeting of Council 

 Attended Western Lands Meeting in Cobar 

08/03/2013 Attended Farewell morning tea for Damian Slack-Smith 

11/03/2013 Attended opening of Catholic Schools Week at St Ignatius School 

22/03/2013 Lunch with Senior Citizens for Seniors Weeks at Kidman Camp 

23/03/2013 Attended Fundraising Dinner at Diggers Restaurant for Primary School 

 
Resolution 

86/2013 That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to Council on Monday, 25th 
March 2013 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Lewis    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 
Resolution 

87/2013 That Council send a letter of congratulations to Ray McMaster on receiving the 
Community Award Medal and for all the work that he does at Enngonia. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Bartley   Carried 

 
Resolution 

88/2013 That Council writes letters of appreciation to Letiticia Tiffen, Bourke Shire Council’s 
Senior’s Week Coordinator and Marina Gray from Homecare for all the work carried out 
during Seniors Week. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Bennett   Carried 
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STARRING OF ITEMS 

 
A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 

003/2013 Business Arising 

102/2013 Boat Ramp 

103/2013 North Bourke Raw Water Supply 

203/2013 Proposed Amendment of LEP 

313/2013 Visit by Glen Inglis  of the  Independent Local Government Review Panel and 
lodgement of a Submission to the Panel 

417/2013 Proposed Capital Works Program 2013/143 

503/2013 Valuation of 70 Mertin Street 

504/2013 Updated Community Strategic Plan 2013 Draft 

1106/2013 Review of Organisational Structure – Potential For Resource Sharing 

 
Resolution 

89/2013 That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25th March 2013 be adopted. 
Moved Cr Bartley Seconded Cr Brown  Carried 

 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

 
Resolution 

90/2013 That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th February 
and the Extraordinary Meeting held Thursday, 7th March 2013 be accepted as a true and 
accurate records of those meetings 
Moved Cr Stutsel Seconded Cr Ford Carried 
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OPEN FORUM 

 
Resolution at 11.15am 

91/2013 That Council suspend Standing Orders to conduct Open Forum. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 11.15am Darling River Local Area Command – Inspector Scott Parker 

 11.43am Ronnie Gibbs & Katrina Hausia – Sport & Recreation – Ronnie Gibbs 7’s 

 12.01pm Neil Driscoll – Law & Order Issues 
 
Resolution 12.14pm 

92/2013 That Council resume Standing Orders. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Hollman   Carried 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/Year Meeting 
Date 

Event 

2013   

March 25th  8.30am - Presentation by Glen Inglis of the Independent Review 
Panel 

  11.00am - Council Meeting 

April 20th -28th  Brewarrina Sesquicentenary Celebrations, April 2013 

 22nd    Council Meeting 

May 27th  Council Meeting 

June 17th  Council Meeting - 3rd  Monday to allow for end of year finance 
reporting 

July 22nd   Council Meeting 

August  26th  Council Meeting 

September 23rd  Council Meeting 

October 28th     Council Meeting 

November 25th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday Merged with December Meeting 
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 
18th February 2013 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Email Post/By 
Hand 

Précis 

7/2/2013 Emergency Management Training 
Courses 

Cr Dorrington   

7/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 05 Cr Dorrington   

7/2/2013 New NDRRA Cr Dorrington   

7/2/2013 Welfare Services 24/7 Emergency 
Contact 

Cr Dorrington   

7/2/2013 Far West Regional Emergency 
Management Committee Agenda - 
13/2/13 

Cr Dorrington   

7/2/2013 FWR SES Flood Update Cr Dorrington   

11/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 09 Cr Dorrington   

11/2/2013 MPES website updates - EMPLAN Cr Dorrington   

11/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 10 Cr Dorrington   

11/2/2013 Coona Fires Article p 6-7 Cr Dorrington   

12/2/2013 Councils informed of State EMPlan 
23 Jan 2013 

Cr Dorrington   

12/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 11 Cr Dorrington   

13/2/2013 Report: SEOC - Weekly Situation 
Report No.253 

Cr Dorrington   

14/2/2013 Flood Warning #4 Culgoa and 
Bokhara Rivers - 13 February 2013 

Cr Dorrington   

14/2/2013 Asbestos Documents mentioned in 
yesterdays telecon 

Cr Dorrington   

14/2/2013 Flood Warning 13 - Barwon River Cr Dorrington   

14/2/2013 Flood Warning #4 Culgoa and 
Bokhara Rivers - 13 February 2013 

Cr Dorrington   

15/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 14 
Reissue 

Cr Dorrington   

15/2/2013 Flood Warning - Narran River 05 Cr Dorrington   

15/2/2013 Flood Warning #5 Culgoa and 
Bokhara Rivers - 15 February 2013 

Cr Dorrington   

15/2/2013 Asbestos Information from EPA Cr Dorrington   

18/2/2013 Flood Warning #6 - Culgoa, Birrie 
and Bokhara Rivers - 15/02/13 

Cr Dorrington   

18/2/2013 Flood Warning - Narran River 06 Cr Dorrington   

18/2/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 15 Cr Dorrington   

18/2/2013 Flood Warning #7 Culgoa, Birrie and Cr Dorrington   
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Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 
18th February 2013 

 

Bokhara Rivers - 18/02/13 

18/2/2013 Flood Warning - Narran River 07 Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 SES - Situation Report - NSW Severe 
Weather Forecast - SEMC Briefing 
Note 

Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River 17 Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 Weekly Algal Report 22 Feb 2013 Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 Flood Bulletin #20 - Darling River, 25 
February 2013 

Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 Flood Warning - Barwon River FINAL Cr Dorrington   

26/02/2013 SES - Situation Report - NSW Storm 
Season - Severe Weather NSW (Feb 
2013) - No.5 (131/1213) 

Cr Dorrington   

05/03/2013 Business Papers for the Extraordinary 
Meeting 

Cr Lewis By Hand all 
but Cr Lewis 

 

06/03/2013 1st Aid Course – Cathy & Ashley Lowe Councillors   

06/03/2013 Change of Time for the Extraordinary 
Meeting 

Councillors Cr Bennett  

14/03/2013 REX Deploys Dubbo Air Services Councillors Cr Bennett  

14/03/2013 Letter from the Lord Mayor of Sydney 
Clover Moore - Local Government 
Intervention Bill 

Councillors Cr Bennett  

19/03/2013 Better, Stronger Local Government - 
Have Your Say NOW! – Independent 
Local Government Panel Review 

Councillors & 
Staff 

Cr Bennett  
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 18th FEBRUARY 2013 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   
 

GM  General Manager MES Manager Environmental Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MTS Acting Manager of Town Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager of Works 

MRS Manager of Road Services  

 
213/2012 – Plaques – Rest Areas 
Responsible Officer:  MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Plaques to be applied to the three (3) rest areas named 
for Greens, Gleeson’s and Bowden’s Transport 
Companies 

Plaques delivered, to be erected 

 
422/2012 Opportunity for Public Toilets in Oxley Street 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Matter to be referred to the Town Committee Ongoing – GM to discuss further 

 
536/2012 – Waste Management Operations Review 
Responsible Officer: MENV 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

The Waste Management Operation Review again be 
considered in the preparation of the 2013/14 Operation 
Plan 

To be considered in 2013/14 Budget 

 
563/2012 – Needle & Syringe Program in Bourke 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council staff prepare a brief report on action 
thus far and the result achieved. 

2. That Council continue to make representation to the 
Minister for Health with regards to the Needle and 
Syringe Program and the problems that it is creating 
in our community. 

 Ongoing representation to be 
made 

 Motion submitted to the Western 
Division Conference 
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15/2013 – Local Land Services- Consultation Meetings  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council be represented at the meeting of 21/02/2013  
and continue to monitor the establishment of LLSS 

Meeting attended by General Manager 

 
24/2013 – Delegation to Council of Function by Minister for the Making of Local Environment Plans 
(LEPS) 
Responsible Officer: MES 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council write to the Dept of Planning 
&Infrastructure advising acceptance of the 
delegated functions of the Minister. 

2. Council approved the delegations under Section 59 
of the Environmental Planning and Assessment 
Act, 1979 to be delegated to the General Manager, 
Mr Ross Earl 

3. Council approved the sub delegation the functions 
under Section 59 of Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act, 1993 to relevant qualified staff, 
with such delegation being advised to the 
Department of Planning and Infrastructure and 
Council 

Completed 

 
46/2013 – Temporary Accommodation for Bourke and District Children Services – Preschool Building 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. An agreement/lease be negotiated by the General 
Manager and completed under Seal of Council if required 
2. Clarification be obtained as a matter of urgency of the 
preparedness of the insurers to consider any of the 
options indentified regarding rebuilding works. 
3. The issue regarding zoning be clarified. 
That if necessary a further report be place before Council 
once further information is to hand 

Ongoing discussions 
 
 
Commenced 

 
47/2013 – Mertin Street Well – Preparation of Tender Documents 
Responsible Officer: MW 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That on completion of the specifications the Manager of 
Works determine what sections of the work can be done 
in house and what sections of the work will need to be 
outsourced. 

Ongoing – Council has completed Stage 
One  
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69/2013 – Health Services at Wanaaring 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council meet with Sally Torr, Manager of Bourke Health 
Service to discuss the ongoing provision of health 
services in Wanaaring 

Met with Sally Torr, ongoing needs met 

 
81/2013 - CONFIDENTIAL - Consideration of Tenders in Respect Construction Bridge over Deadmans 
Creek Tender NO 6/13 
Responsible Officer: MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

2. Council accepts the alternative tender from Murray 
Constructions for the design and construction of the new 
bridge for $503,080 (inclusive GST), for the construction 
of the Bridge over Deadmans Creek 

Completed 

 
83/2013 – Actions Arising from Open Forum 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council write to Michael Amos, Captain with the Bourke 
Rural Fire Service thanking him and other Rural Fire 
Service volunteers for the work carried out during the 
latest bushfires. 

Completed 

 
84/2013 – Actions Arising from Open Forum 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council write to the Manager of Roads asking him to 
thank the Roads team for all the work carried out, 
commitment shown doing an overall excellent job in very 
bad conditions during the recent bushfires 

Completed 

 
Resolution 

93/2013 That the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 25th March 
2013 be received and noted. 
Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 
File No: P1.10 

Report: 102/2013 Boat Ramp 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 
Background 
Bourke Shire Council applied to the Department of Primary Industries on the 22nd of January 
2013 to clean excess vegetation and river sand build-up, from the banks of the Bourke Boat 
Ramp on the Darling River. 
 
Report 
Council have received a permit under Part 7 of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 for 
dredging, reclamation and associated removal of material of the Bourke boat ramp area, lot 
113 DP 751867, crown reserve R78045. 
 
Work will commence on the removal of materials from the boat ramp, when river levels are 
back to around 4.0 meters, and after the current flows subside. 
 
Resolution   

94/2013 That council note the report for approval of dredging the boat ramp area and 
acknowledge the work of Peter Brown, Manager of Works in negotiating the approved plans.  
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

 

File No: W2.1, V1.6 

Report: 103/2013 North Bourke Raw Water Supply 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 
Background 
The North Bourke Raw Water Supply has been identified as supplying insufficient water to the 
residents of the village, during days of high usage. A report at the Town and Village Committee, 
held on the 6th February 2013, recommended that options to address the usage be 
investigated. The options need to consider both suitability and economic viability of the water 
supply. 
 
Options 

1. Renew the raw water pump manifold and install 150metres of 200mm trunk main 

(currently 100mm) to supply both the Northern and Southern sides of North Bourke. 

This option will increase water flow form 8L/s to 15 L/s and maintain raw water at a 
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pressure of 40psi.  No alterations to the current pumps will be required. This option has 

been included in the 2013/2014 budget for consideration. 

 
2. Reticulate the remaining 6km of 100mm raw water main from the NBN site, through to 

the industrial estate on the Enngonia Road. This option can be looked at in future 

planning and development strategies for North Bourke’s raw water supply.  

Both options were identified in a report completed by Hunter Water in 2004, on the upgrade of 
water mains, storages and growth predicted for North Bourke. 
 
Financial Consideration 
Option 1 
Estimated costs for materials and labour $24,600 Inc GST.  
Option 2 
Estimated costs for materials and labour $660,000 Inc GST 
  
Resolution 

95/2013 
1. That Council include option 1, of $24,600 in the 2013/2014 budget consideration. 
2. That Council includes option 2, to the Strategic Business Plan for North Bourke Raw 

Water Supply. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: W2. 

Report: 104/2013 Deed of Agreement for the LMWUA 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 
Background 
At the Extraordinary Meeting of Council held on the 7th March 2013, Council was provided with 
details of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance (LMWUA). Council has been a member 
of the Alliance since 2008. At this, meeting details were discussed in relation to the Deed of 
Agreement that has not yet being signed off by the Minister. Council requested additional 
information. 
 
Report 
Bourke Shire Council is currently a member of the LMWUA. Council joined the Alliance to 
ensure that all requirements in relation to Water and Waste Water were able to be met. The 
Alliance involves eight Councils, Bogan, Bourke, Brewarrina, Cobar, Dubbo, Narromine, Warren 
and Wellington. 
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The LMWUA has met best practice standards since being established which is a requirement of 
the State Government.   A Deed of Agreement was developed to help consolidate the councils 
involved in the Alliance for the long-term. 
 
Current Situation 
A recent report from the Independent Local Government Review Panel has prompted Council 
to seek commitment from the Local Member, the Minister for Natural Resource Management 
and State Government to sign off on the document and support Councils in the Management of 
regional and urban water and waste water services. 
 
Resolution 

96/2013 That council sends a letter to the Local Member, Minister for Natural Resource 
Management asking them for a commitment to the LMWUA current working structure by 
signing off on the Deed of Agreement. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: T3.1-T3.22 

Report: 105/2013 Sealing of the Tender for the Construction Bridge over 
Deadman’s Creek  

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

 
The contract documents relating to the Contract between Bourke Shire Council and Murray 
Constructions Pty Ltd for the construction of the bridge over Deadman’s Creek (Tender No 
06/13) should be executed under Seal of Council. 
 
Resolution 

97/2013 That the Contract between Bourke Shire Council and Murray Constructions Pty Ltd 
for the construction of the bridge over Deadman’s Creek (Tender No 06/13) be executed 
under Seal of Council. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred  
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: T5.3 

Report: 202/2013 Proposed Amendment of LEP 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Environmental Support Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Background 
Council has received an enquiry regarding the construction of a secondary dwelling on land 
zoned RU1 Primary Production. 
 
Discussion 
Under the new Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 (BLEP 2012), gazetted on 25 January 
2013, the erection of secondary dwellings on RU1 zoned land is prohibited.  An attached dual 
occupancy is allowable, but the additional dwelling MUST be attached to the primary dwelling. 
 
Over the past number of years, Council has received several development applications for the 
erection of secondary dwellings on rural land, which was previously permissible with consent. 
Council officers are of the opinion that this section of the new BLEP 2012 needs to be amended 
to allow secondary dwellings to again be permissible with consent. 
 
A planning proposal needs to be developed and submitted to the NSW Department of Planning 
to amend the BLEP 2012 to allow secondary dwellings to be erected on land zoned RU1.  
Council staff seek Council’s support in principle for the amendment and details of the 
amendment will be provided to Council at a later date through the planning proposal. 
 
Financial Implications 
As Council does not employ a Town Planner, any planning issues are undertaken by a contract 
planner.  At this stage costs to undertake the amendment are unknown and will be obtained 
prior to any works being undertaken. 
 
Resolution 

98/2013 
1. That Council prepare a planning proposal to have the Bourke Local Environmental Plan 

2012 (BLEP 2012) amended to allow secondary dwellings to be constructed on land 
zoned RU1 Primary Production. 

2. That a further report be presented to Council to obtain consent to submit that 
planning proposal to the NSW Department of Planning. 

3. That prior to the work commencing Council obtain indicative costs involved. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGERS REPORT 

 

File No: P4.1.4 

Report: 311/2013 Adoption of the  New  Model Code of Conduct 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
At the January Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council resolved to adopt the new Model Code of 
Conduct as at 1st March 2013. 
 
Current Situation: 
Council has received Circular 13-06 in relation to the Model Code of Conduct 2013 – 
commencement and key resources. This Circular is attached for Councillors information 
including a Model Code Summary.  
 
Financial Implications: 
Nil 
 
Resolution  

99/2013 That Council note the information in Circular 13-06 and Model Code Summary. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

 
Background: 
In 2009, the Division released the Planning a Sustainable Future - Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Manual and Guidelines. The Manual provided councils with information to assist 
IP&R implementation. The Guidelines outlined the mandatory requirements of IP&R under the 
Local Government Act.  
 
• The Division recently updated these documents to reflect the fact that all NSW councils 

should now be working within the IP&R framework. Key changes include:  
o The Manual now includes examples of better practice in IP&R and a ‘Top Tips’ section  
o Improvements have been made to the Workforce Planning section  
o The relationship between the IP&R framework and strategic land use planning and 

external plans (e.g. NSW 2021) has been clarified within the Manual.  
 

File No: L8.20 – T5.1.1 

Report: 312/2013 Release of Updated Manual in Relation to the Updated 
Guidelines  for Integrated Planning and Reporting 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 
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• It is important to note that the IP&R legislation has not changed since 2009 and therefore the 
documents do not feature any new legislative requirements.  
• The revised Manual and Guidelines, and the ‘Top Tips’ can be located on the Division of Local 
Government’s website at:  
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_IntegratedPlanningIndex.asp?sectionid=1&mi=20
&ml=9&AreaIndex=IntPlanRept&index=1201   
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision has been made in the budget for the ongoing implementation of all requirements in 
relation to Integrated Planning and Reporting. 
 
Resolution 

100/2013  
1. That Council note the release of the New Guidelines in relation to Integrated Planning 

and Reporting for New South Wales Councils. 
2. That hard copies of the Manual be made available to Councillors if requested. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: L8.2.9 

Report: 313/2013 Visit by Glen Inglis  of the  Independent Local Government 
Review Panel and lodgement of a Submission to the Panel 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
As Councillors are aware following Destination 2036, one of the outcomes was  the  
appointment of  an Independent Review Panel to look at the operation of Local Government 
within New South Wales  including the effectiveness of service delivery and the suitability of the 
current governance models. 
 
The Panel have published a number of papers all of which have been circulated to Councillors 
and have also undertaken extensive consultation including visiting a number of Councils and 
addressing meetings of the various ROCs. 
 
While the Independent Review Panel are looking at the operation of Local Government on a 
state wide basis they have identified that the issues facing some of the Councils in Western 
New South Wales may  require a different approach. 
 
An Extraordinary Meeting of Council was convened on the 7th March to further discuss the 
options being proposed for Councils in the Western area of the State which include Bourke 
Shire Council. 
 
 

http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_IntegratedPlanningIndex.asp?sectionid=1&mi=20&ml=9&AreaIndex=IntPlanRept&index=1201
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/dlg_IntegratedPlanningIndex.asp?sectionid=1&mi=20&ml=9&AreaIndex=IntPlanRept&index=1201
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Current Situation: 
Glen Inglis one of the Panel Members has previously met with Bourke Shire Council and 
representatives of other organisations within Bourke and will be again meeting with Council on 
the 25th March 2013 at 8.30am prior to the March Meeting. 
 
The meeting will provide the opportunity for Councillors and staff to be briefed on the current 
options being considered by The Independent Local Government Review Panel and also seek 
clarification on any part of the proposals currently under consideration. 
 
Council also has the option to prepare a submission for the Panel for their consideration and 
this would best be prepared following the visit on the 25th March 2013. 
 
Resolution 

101/2013 That Council authorise the Mayor and General Manager to prepare a submission to 
the Local Government Independent Review Panel following the meeting with Glen Inglis on 
the 25th March 2013 and that the submission be circularised to all Councillors prior to 
lodgement. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 413/2013 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 28.2.2013 

Balances as per Bank Statement 406,449.52 

Plus: Deposit not shown 16,969.27 

Less: Unpresented Cheques 10,638.57 

Less: Unpresented EFTPOS 221.30 

Balance as per Cash Book 412,558.92 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 28.2.2013 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General 2,988,204.86 5,345,500.00 

Water 2,381,504.88  

Sewer 1,941,325.37  

Trust 85,199.76  

Total Funds 7,396,234.87  

 
Investments as at 28.2.2013    

National Australia Bank 246,131.75 4.58% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 576,635.94 4.61% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 600,000.00 4.59% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,025,419.46 4.44% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 307,595.76 4.56% 182Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 518,405.93 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 463,202.20 4.25% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 888,827.75 4.22% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,357,457.16 4.23% 181 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 6,983,675.95    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 
Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 28.2.2013 

Balance as per cash book 412,558.92 

Investments 6,983,675.95 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 7,396,234.87 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 28.2.2013 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31.1.2013  28.2.2013 

General Fund 3,103,202.46 -114,997.60 2,988,204.86 

Water Fund 2,453,513.01 -72,008.13 2,381,504.88 

Sewer Fund 1,943,817.40 -2,492.03 1,941,325.37 

Trust Fund 89,755.10 -4,555.34 85,199.76 

Investments -6,893,845.91 -89,830.04 -6,983,675.95 

Totals 696,442.06 -283,883.14 412,558.92 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31.1.2013       696,442.06 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates 416,957.59 

(b) Other Cash  667,031.77 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting 1,278,042.46 

(b) New Investment  89,830.04 

Balance as at 28.2.2013 412,558.92 

 
Resolution 

102/2013 That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council 
and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 28.2.2013 be noted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
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File No: F1.1 

Report:414/2013 Investment Report as at 28th February 2013 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 

Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The original 2012/13 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $300,00 which 
represents an estimated return of 4.6%. This revenue is split proportionally across 
General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with 
cashflow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 28th February 2013 is 
$6,983,675.95. 
 
Investment income earned as at 28th February 2013 is $281,574.35.  
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
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4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 
 
Term Deposits 
Investments as at 28.2.2013    

National Australia Bank 246,131.75 4.58% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 576,635.94 4.61% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 600,000.00 4.59% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,025,419.46 4.44% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 307,595.76 4.56% 182Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 518,405.93 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 463,202.20 4.25% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 888,827.75 4.22% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,357,457.16 4.23% 181 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 6,983,675.95    

 
Percentage of Total Portfolio 100% 
Average Investment Yield  4.415% 
 
Portfolio Performance 
The average 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 28th February 2013 was 2.94% whilst 
the 11 am Cash Rate was 3%. 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $89,830.04 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Resolution  

103/2013 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 28th February 2013 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report:415/2013 Rates Write-off – Assessment 67-00000-0 and 793-10000-9 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Background  
Assessment numbers 67-00000-0 and 793-10000-9 are owned by a Local Aboriginal Land 
Council the rates and charges relate to Residential  land located at 16 Adelaide Street, Bourke 
and 4-6 Oxley Street, Bourke. Council has received independent legal advice that confirms that 
vacant residential land and residences that are uninhabitable or not occupied are exempt from 
rates and charges. In accordance with section 555 (1) g of the Local Government Act, these 
properties are both exempt from land rates from the 1 July 2012.  
 
Financial Consideration 
Rates levied for the period 1 July 2012 to 30 June 2013 including interest on arrears are as 
follows:- 
 
Assessment 67-00000-0 = $1,789.12 (Rates) 
Assessment 793-10000-9 = $2,261.55 (Rates) & $24.06 (Water) 
 
Resolution  

104/2013 That Council write-off rates for assessment 67-00000-0 to the value of $1,789.12 
and assessment 793-10000-9 to the value of $2,285.61 ($2,261.55 for Rates & $24.06 for 
Water) for the 2012/2013 rating period.  
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 
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File No: R2.5 

Report:416/2013 Review of Capital Works Program 2012/13 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
A review of the 2102/13 Capital Works program has been undertaken by the Management 
team detailed below are recommendations of projects to be postponed or cancelled. 
 
Issues 
Staff resources unable to complete all scheduled projects. 
 
Assessment 

a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Council needs to resolve to cancel and/or postpone the projects. 

b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
The funds from the postponed and cancelled will be returned to existing reserves 

c) Policy Provisions -  Council Policy and Practice 
There are no policy implications. 
 

Project Amount Proposed Action 

Kiosk Upgrade at Bourke 
Swimming Pool  

$20,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Diesel Storage Tank $160,000 Project cancelled 

Council Office Renovations $140,000 Project cancelled – Funds not available 

Play ground fencing – Central 
Park 

$12,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Stormwater improvement $100,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Wilson Street K&G $100,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Mains Replacement $200,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Artesian Bore Stage 2 $1,000,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

Manhole replacement $50,000 Project moved to 2013/14.  

 
Resolution  

105/2013 That Council adopts the recommendation to postpone/cancel the Capital Works 
projects planned for 2012/13 as detailed in the report. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 
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File No: R2.5 

Report:417/2013 Proposed Capital Works Program 2013/143 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background 
Management are currently completing the proposed capital works projects to be included in 
the 2013/2014 Operational Plan. Details will be forwarded out to Councillors prior to the 
meeting. 
 
Background  
The estimates for 2013/2014 Operational Plan are currently being prepared in consultation 
with all Managers. Detailed below is the proposed capital expenditure requested by the 
Community, management and staff, the majority of which have been previously identified in 
the asset management plans and long term financial plan. 
 
Issues 
The budget is to be further developed over the next two (2) weeks. I will be working with the 
MANEX team to ensure that a balanced budget or as close to balanced as possible is tabled at 
the extra Ordinary Meeting scheduled for the 8th April 2013. 
 
Financial Consideration 
 
A summary of the proposed capital expenditure is: 
 

Department Amount Grant Loan  Council 

Governance and 
Administration 

$82,500   $82,500 

Environmental $3,831,000 $3,700,000  $131,000 

Engineering Services $2,530,889 $1,645,889 $665,000 $220,000 

Town Services $1,432,800 $460,000 $425,000 $678,800 

Water Fund $2,825,000 $2,500,000 $ $325,000 

Sewer Fund $1,070,000   $1,070,000 

Total $11,772,189 $8,305,889 $1,090,000 $2,376,300 

 
If grant funding is not available or approved for identified projects they will be deferred and 
included in future budgets. 
 
Recommendation 

1. That council review the proposed capital expenditure programme 
2. That any additional items identified by Council to be included are to be provided to 

the Manager Corporate Services at this meeting. 
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Resolution 

106/2013 That Council endorse the projects as detailed in the proposed Capital Works 
Program for possible inclusion in the 2013/2014 Operational Plan. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 

 
Resolution 

107/2013 That a report be prepared for Council’s detailing the current adopted tree removal 
and replacement programme with the report detailing the ability of Council to undertake all 
or some of the work utilising its own workforce. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: A11.2.8 

Report:503/2013 Valuation to 70 Mertin Street 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
In November 2012 Ochre Health gave a formal notice that they would not be continuing the 
lease at 70 Mertin Street which has been used as Doctor Housing since being constructed. As 
the house is now vacant Councillors had previously considered if the house should be sold, 
should be offered for rent or should be retained for staff housing. 
 
Recent tenants have reported significant social and law and order neighbourhood issues.  
 
Given that staff housing has been noted as a potential upcoming issue it is recommended that 
Councillors give consideration to the house being retained by Bourke Shire Council and repairs 
and maintenance continue as with all housing. If the house was retained by Bourke Shire 
Council it would be further recommended that the house be either made available as a short 
term rental or be offered to existing staff who are eligible for staff accommodation under the 
Bourke Shire Council housing policy. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council note the report in regards to the property at 70 Mertin Street and retain 
ownership of the property at this time. 
 
Resolution 

108/2013 That the consideration of the report Valuation of 70 Mertin Street be held in Closed 
Session under Section 10A (2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993 information that would, 
if disclosed confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom Council conducts (or 
proposes to conduct) business. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: T5.7 

Report: 504/2013 Updated Community Strategic Plan 2013 Draft 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development  

 
Section 402(5) of the Local Government Act provides as follows:- 
 
Following and ordinary election of Councillors, the Council must review the Community Strategic 
Plan before 30 June following the election. The Council may endorse the existing plan, endorse 
amendments to the existing plan or develop and endorse a new community plan, as appropriate 
to ensure that the area has a Community Strategic Plan covering at least the next 10 years.  
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Section 402(6) of the Local Government Act provides as follows:- 
A draft Community Strategic Plan or amendment of a Community Strategic Plan must be placed 
on public exhibition for a period of at least 28 days and submissions received by the Council 
must be considered by the Council before the plan or amendment is endorsed by the Council. 
Late in 2012 input was sought from a number of agencies working within the Shire to 
contribute to the update of the plan. In early 2013 Bourke Shire Councillors and staff undertook 
a series of community meetings which were designed to seek feedback in regards to Bourke 
Shire’s Community Strategic Plan. Community members were also encouraged to fill out 
surveys in order to ensure that the Community Strategy Plan fully captures the wishes of the 
community and all members of the community had the opportunity for input. 
 
Extensive consultation has taken place 
 
Written submissions were received from: 

 Family and Community Services 

 Mission Australia 

 Office of Communities. Department of Education and Communities 

 Western NSW Local Health District 
 
Community Meetings were held as detailed below: 

 7th February- Fords Bridge 

 7th February- Enngonia  

 13th February- Wanaaring 

 14th February- Bourke 

 20th February- Louth 

 20th February- Byrock 
 
Surveys: 
A total of 17 surveys responses were received. While many of the results of the survey were in 
the satisfactory band many issues were raised and/or supported feedback from the community 
discussions. The areas identified for improvement included: 

 Law and order issues 

 Doing more to assist the maintenance of viable businesses 

 Assisting to maintain schools, health opportunities and jobs generally 

 Town parks 

 Improved mobile phone services 

 The presence of glass and graffiti around the town 

 Improved economic development  

 Public seating 

 Disability access 
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It was pleasing to see some of the results of the survey and of particular note the very positive 
feedback regarding level and standard of customer service provided by Council, Library services 
and the efforts being made by businesses to establish viable recycling services within the Shire. 
 
The updated plan has also taken into account the views of written submissions made by local 
residents privately and larger strategic documents such as the Orana Regional Plan and the 
Orana Regional Development Australian Plan. 
 
Several significant issues have been raised and included in the Community Strategic Plan and 
will be incorporated in the Community Strategic Plan. These include: 
 
Support for people with a disability 
Greater support and advocacy is needed in order to support people with a disability in our 
community. This support should include support for families, carers, the disabled and the frail. 
An audit of disability services is planned to be undertaken by Bourke Shire.  
 
Support for Youth Services 
The submissions that were sent in by Government Departments all expressed a willingness to 
help with improved youth services. This will be followed up by staff and has been added to the 
draft Community Strategic Plan.  
 
Orana Regional Action Plan 
Consideration has been given to ensure an alignment with the Orana Regional Action Plan 
which has been developed in line with the NSW 2021 initiative. In regards to the 
implementation of this plan and the priorities identified Bourke Shire Council will need to pay 
particular attention to: 

 Fostering growth through the implementation of Industry Action Plans 

 Support primary production in the region 

 Provide support to primary industries to improve water efficiencies  

 Keeping young people in remote area involved with education 

 Improve air services to remote communities 

 Build a strong sustainable health workforce 
 
Overall only minor changes have been made to the Community Strategic Plan adopted in 
November 2011. The changes are highlighted in bold in the Community Strategic Plan 
document. 
 
Resolution  

109/2013 That the draft Community Strategic Plan 2013-2023 presented to the March 2013 
meeting of Bourke Shire Council be made available for public comment and review for a 
period of 28 days as required by Section 402(6). 
Moved Cr Brown    Seconded Cr Ford   Carried  
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: D5.2 

Report: 901/2013 Warrumbungle Shire Mayor’s Bush Fire Appeal 

Author: Peter Shinton, Mayor Warrumbungle Shire Council 

 
Thanking Council for the $1,000 donation towards the Warrumbungle Shire Mayor’s Bush Fire 
Appeal. Mayor Shinton advised that with all the funds raised that as of 18th February 2013 a 
total of $530,000 had been allocated directly to the people who had suffered the devastating 
loss of their personal affects, property, fencing or livestock. 
 
Resolution  

110/2013 That Council note the information from Peter Shinton, Mayor Warrumbungle Shire 
Council regarding the Warrumbungle Shire Mayor’s Bush Fire Appeal. 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 

 

File No: D5.2 

Report: 902/2013 Community Contribution – Waiving of Fees 

Author: Pastor George Mann – Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship 

 
Requesting use of the Coolican Oval from Friday, 12th through to and including Monday, 15th 
April 2013 and electricity for that period. 
 
Oval Hire @ $230 per day x 4 days     =  $920 

Key Deposit @ $200      = $200 

Electricity @ $30 per hour x 4 hours per day x 4 days  = $480 

Total        = $1600 

 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Motion 

That Council support the Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship to the amount of $1,600 
Moved Cr Bartley    Seconded Cr Johnson 
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Amendment 

That Council support the Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship with the use of the Oval and 
the key deposit but for the Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship pay for the use of the 
electricity  
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    

 
Resolution 

111/2013 That Council support the Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship with the use of the 
Oval and the key deposit but for the Bourke Full Gospel Family Fellowship pay for the use of 
the electricity 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

 

File No: D5.2 

Report: 903/2013 Community Contribution  - Bourke & District Garden Club 

Author: Shirley Booth, Secretary/Publicity Officer 
Bourke & District Garden Club 

 
Requesting in-kind support in the amount of approximately $4,200 for the upcoming Garden 
Competition Judging, Spring Flower & Geranium Show and later in the year the Rose Show. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
 
Resolution 

112/2013 That Council support the Bourke and District Garden Club with in-kind support to 
the amount of $4,200  for the upcoming Garden Competition Judging, Spring Flower and 
Geranium Show and the Rose Show proposed for later in the year. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 

 

File No: C11.1 

Report: 904/2013 Councillor Professional Development Weekend 

Author: Learning Solutions, LGNSW 

 
Forwarding Councillor Professional Development Program to be held in Coffs Harbour, 17th & 
18th May 2013 at a cost of $1,100 per participant which also includes a Friday night Workshop 
dinner. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Councillors consideration 
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Resolution 

113/2013 That the information regarding Councillor Professional Development Weekend be 
noted. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Brown  Carried Unstarred 

 
 

File No: M2.2-G2.2-C11.12 

Report: 905/2013 Invitation to Hungerford Field Day 

Author: Moc Parker, Field Day Coordinator 

 
Inviting the Mayor, General Manager and Councillors to attend the Hungerford Field Day to be 
held on Friday, 7th June 2013 starting at 9.30am. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Councillors consideration 
 
Resolution 

114/2013 That Council note the information and write thanking Coordinator, Moc Parker 
thanking him for the invitation. 
Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Brown   Carried 

 
Cr Johnson left the meeting at 1.01pm 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 103/2013 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby / Roads Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed between the 8

th
 February 2013 to the 1

st
 March 2013. 

 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

RLR 1 Dunsandle Road Top grade completed 

RLR 36 Nala Road Top grade completed 

MR 421  Bourke- Cobar  Heavy patch completed 

HWY 7 North Bourke – QLD Border  Heavy patch completed 

Hope Street R2R Street sealed 

 
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed/Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

MR421  Bourke- Cobar Shoulder grading in progress 

Kidman Camp  Driveway  completed 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Town Stockpile Cart 7mm Aggregate for patching 

 Cart 10mm Aggregate for patching 

 Cart Mud rock 

Other Moving various plant 

MR 421  Bourke- Cobar Shoulder grading in progress 

Hope Street R2R Street sealed 

 
4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

SH 29 Bourke-Brewarrina Pot hole patching 

 Slashing completed 

HWY 7 North Bourke-Barringun Pothole patching 

HWY 7 South Bourke-Bogan Pothole patching 

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Pothole patching 

 Slashing completed 

 Heavy patch completed 

MR 404 Bourke-Hungerford Pothole patching 

MR 405 Bourke-Wanaaring Pothole patching 

HWY 7 North Bourke – QLD Border  Heavy patch completed 

Hope Street R2R Street sealed 
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5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds mowed 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Cemetery Assist with graves: 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex General Maintenance carried out 
Prepare for Bourke Show 

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Wharf Australia Day Activity 

 
6. BUILDING SERVICES – Shannon Dwyer/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Villages Enngonia:- CWA Hall measure up door re-screwed verandah 

Medical Complex Fix air conditioner 

Council Erect new back door to Engineering department 
Dog Pound: Fix roof and wall after break in 
Mt Oxley: Put new air conditioner and container 
Central Park: Erect new plaques 
Cemetery: Erected new signs 
58 Oxley: Fix air conditioner 
Davidson Oval: Replace lights bulbs in dressing rooms 
Golf Club: Patched broken windows 
1Tudor: Renewed new locks throughout the house 
Tourist Information Centre: Boarded up broken windows 

Training Nil 

SES Shed Replace walls and paint 

Bourke Township Lay pavers in Mitchell Street 
Wharf Toilets: Replace all toilet roll holders 
Wharf: Braced all hand railing up 

Airport/Terminal Pest Control 

Whisky Bridge Fix hand rails 

Deadmans Creek Bridge Fix hand rails 
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7. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader from   30/11 to 28/12/2012 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests  Daily   

Cemetery   Grave 30/01/2013 

  Grave 06/02/2013 

  Grave 15/02/2013 

  Grave 18/02/2013 

Rest Areas  Weekly cleaning and rubbish removal and cleaning road side 

Staff Training  Nil  

General  Start laying pavers in Mitchell Street  

 Town tree pruning ongoing 

 Sand footpath ongoing 

 Line marking Town Streets, disable & taxi rank 

 New pump for Brewarrina Rd drainage 

 Crane work shop for grader 

 Poison drain depot 

 Remove rubbish from pool 

 Remove rubbish from laneway in Anson Street 

 Remove left over rubbish from truck fire Sydney Rd 

 Pick up burnt out car Yanda Street 

 Poison ants in laneway Meadows Rd 

 Street sweeper picking up lots broken bottles Town Streets 

 Picked up Needle from St Vincent De Pauls 
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8. WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

107 73635C 2009 Kubota ZG222  Repair revolving light 
 Replace aerial 

14  2010 Isuzu D/Max  55,000km service 

171 BN 04 EY 2002 Isuzu 1400 FY FVZ  Repair reversing light wire 
 Repair heater mounting bracket 

26 AO 79 AH 2007 Isuzu 450 NQR 450  Remove & clean fan motor 

27  2009 Isuzu 450  Replace clutch 
 Clean air conditioner evaporator 

301 BF 13 WE 2010 Isuzu D/Max  Place radiator 

424 25413C 1997 Toyota 40 02-6FD40  Repair side shift ram 

70 CHP 24V 2012 Mazda BT-50  Repair trailer plug 

77 AY 40 UT 2008 Case 590PCI-1A580  1750 hr service 
 Replace hydraulic hose on bucket 

84 YGQ 913 Case 580 Super M  Recondition both front bucket rams 
 Replace hydraulic hose on rear bucket 
 Replace LHR wheel bearings 
 Replace diff oil 

131 AY 22 KL 2008 Caterpillar 12M  Install LED bar light to grader 

135 BD 37 AJ 2009 Volvo  Rotate tyres 
 Replace rear flashing light 
 Replace bottom blade slides 

140 AK 24 LO Caterpillar 12M  Install new head lights 
 Check hand brake 
 Clean temperature switch 
 Fit new cab lights 
 New 2way radio 

23  2012 Isuzu D/Max  Replace receiver drier & switch 

30  2012 Mitsubishi  40,000km service 

37 AJ 01 DM Isuzu 500 Long  Fit extra spare to truck 
 Replace airco0nditioner fan 
 Repair vent controls 
 Install fuel sensors 

6 BE 66 TK 2010 Subaru Forrester  50,000km service 

72 BC YB 2009 John Deere  Replace bolt on RH wheel weight 

79 XZB 229 Freightliner  Engine service 
 Replace am radio 

87 BM 44 KN 2011 Isuzu 300 NPS  Replace all tyres  
 Replace rear mudflaps 
 Replace LH tail light 
 Adjust brake 

89 BS 52 AN 2012 Isuzu 300 NPS 300  Replace rear wheel studs 
 Replace RHF headlight globe 

97 YUB 437 2003 Isuzu 900 F3 FTR  Engine service 
 Repair dash & park lights 
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9.   Water and Wastewater – Richard Stephens/Team Leader 

  
WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 
  

ACTIVITY REQUIRED INTERVAL 
DATE CARRIED OUT / OR PROGRAMMED 

FOR 

River mains flushing 12 months or as 
required 

 Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 12 months or as 
required 

 Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual maintenance 12 months June 2014, Next 
Service 

 

Alignment of stop valve covers checked 12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration 
(flow meters) 

12 months July 2013, 
Next Service 

 
 

Reservoir cleaning 
 

5 years  
2012 

 
Completed 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2014                  In 
Programme 

        WATER & SEWERAGE SYSTEM PLANNED MAINTENANCE  

ACTIVITY 
REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / 
OR PROGRAMMED 
FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & cracks) Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump inspection Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow meters) Annually July 2013 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2014 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

 
 

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  FEBRAURY 2013 

Main breaks repaired:   11   Sewer chokes cleared: 13 

Raw: 9 Potable: 2 

Year to date:  2012 water meters Boundaries replaced:  3 

Faulty Meters replaced  67  

New Connections   8  

Total Replacements in 2011/2012  75  

Year to date:  2013 water meters  

Faulty Meter replaced  57  

New Connections  2  

Total Replacements in 2012/2013  59  
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BOURKE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT EPA LICENCE COMPLIANCE  

Record of Effluent Analysis from January 2013 
  

POLLUTANT 
UNIT OF 

MEASURE 

LICENCE 100 
PERCENTILE 

CONCENTRATION 
LIMIT 

August 
 2012 TEST  

September   
2012 TEST  

October 
2012 TEST  

November 
2012 TEST  

   December     
2012 TEST  

January         
2013 TEST  

February          
2013 TEST  

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 3 <2 <2 <2 <2 

pH  6.5-8.5 8.05 8.87 8.4 9.21 9.67 8.99 9.28 

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 40 15.1 9.6 7 4.5 7.3 8.4 12.4 

Phosphorus 
(total) 

mg/L 10 3.2 3.6 3 2.4 1.4 1.5 0.99 

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 65 9 9 136 30 58 48 62 

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 55 2 9 8 7 17 25 21 

 

Record of Effluent Analysis from January 2012 
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MONTH PEAK DAILY FLOW (KL) 
AVERAGE DAILY FLOW 

(KL) 
CUMULATIVE ANNUAL 

FLOW (ML) 

January 2013 0 No Flow 0 

February 2013 0 No Flow 0 

 
 Next Test of effluent analysis is from March 2013 
 Record  Daily Effluent Flow 
 Licence conditions: Peak daily flow not to exceed 1500KL 
 Annual flow not to exceed 219ML 

 Readings reflect the reporting year for sewage, which is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
RECORD OF WATER USAGE  
For the period, 01/01/13 to 28/02/2013 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 
Water usage for January (31 days) & February (28 days):  
 

WATER SCHEME 
ANNUAL 

ALLOCATION 
(ML) 

TOTAL USAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

USAGE YEAR 
TO DATE (ML) 

DAILY AVERAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

DAILY 
AVERAGE YEAR 
TO DATE (ML) 

Bourke Potable  69.9 129.9 2.4 2.2 

Bourke  River 3500 316.2 616.2 11.29 10.44 

North Bourke 
Village Raw 

750 
33.69 64.69 1.2 1.09 

 
Rainfall in Bourke for period: 12 mm 

 
Resolution 

115/2013 That the Manager of Works bring a report back to Council regarding the costs of tree removal and 
a tree replacement plan. 
Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution  

116/2013 That the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 
25

th
 March 2013 be noted. 

Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Hollman    Carried 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report:  203/2013 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Environmental Support Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 2013/0001 Lot A, DP 412968 
18 Moculta Street, Bourke 

Construction of 2 x three bedroom 
dwellings and detached garages, 
subdivision of one lot into two allotments 

Delegated DA 2013/0002 Lot 6928, DP 1032628 
The Angle, Bourke 

Construction of dwelling and detached 
garage, water storage tank & onsite 
sewage management system 

 
Total value of Approved works for February 2013    = $1,300,000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for February 2013    = 2  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for February 2013  = 0 
 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 203/2013 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 7 0 

Seized 0 0 

Surrendered 1 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 8 0 

Euthanased 8 0 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 0 0 

Total 8 0 

Micro-chip Implantations 0 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 
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Orders 

Address Reason Why Works Required Status Action Taken 

15 Mertin St 
Bourke 

Heath hazard Clean vegetation overgrowth, 
remove asbestos waste and 
contaminated soils from the 
land 

Current Quote obtained by 
Council for clean up 

62 Tudor St 
Bourke 

Fire damaged 
building 

Demolish the fire damaged 
building on the land and 
remove from the land all 
demolished building materials 

Completed Building demolished 
by Council 

9 Charles St 
Bourke 

Heath hazard Clean vegetation overgrown, 
remove asbestos waste and 
contaminated soils from the 
land 

Current Quote obtained by 
Council for clean up 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling River 

 Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s  
 

 

File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 203/2013 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for February 2013 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 607 Adults 247 

Children (2+) 933 Children (2+) 589 

Children (<2) 48 Children (<2) 49 

Pensioners 99 Pensioners 31 

School Groups 1330 Total for Month 3933 

 
Resolution  

117/2013 That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 25

th
 March 2013 be received and noted. 

Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Brown  Carried  Unstarred 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 403/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
14th February 2013 
  
The community meetings are continuing with Councillors and staff travelling out to Wanaaring on Wednesday 
this week and the Bourke Community Meeting scheduled for tonight (Thursday, 14th) at the Council Chamber 
commencing at 5.30p.m. 
 
Next week we have Louth and Byrock and the times and venues for these meetings have been advertised. The 
Louth meeting will be preceded by breakfast. 
 
The meetings held at Enngonia and Fords Bridge last week were reasonably well attended and we have had a 
lot of positive feedback. Council representatives took the opportunity to inspect the various Council owned 
facilities and to listen to the concerns of the local residents. Thanks to all those who attended 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
One of the intents of the round of Meetings is to get feedback from residents in review of the Community 
Strategic Plan (CSP) and attendees have been given a survey to complete and this Survey is also located on 
Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
Also distributed is a resident/ratepayer service satisfaction survey to provide feedback in relation to the 
services currently being delivered by Council. The survey will also assist in the determination of the allocation 
of funds during the budget preparation.  Again this survey is on Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
It would appreciated if both surveys could be completed and returned to Council by 1

st
 March 2013 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council staff are currently preparing the Operation Plan (Budget) for 2013/2014 and the meetings provide the 
opportunity to provide suggestions for items which should be included in the budget. Items for consideration 
for inclusion in the budget can also be relayed to Council by phone on  
(02) 68308000, letter to the General Manager, PO Box 21, Bourke NSW 2840 or email at 
bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au  
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Last weekend marked the 20

th
 Anniversary of the death of Fred Hollows with members of his family and 

friends travelling to Bourke and joining with local residents for a dinner and memorial service that celebrated 
the life and achievements of Fred Hollows. The Fred Hollows Foundation continues to undertake a 
considerable amount of work in the field of eye care which was pioneered by Fred Hollows. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The February Meeting of Council will be held this Monday, 18th February 2013 starting at 9.00am with a 
public forum scheduled for 10.00 a.m. 
 
The March Meeting will be held Monday 25

th
 March, however, will commence at the later time of 11.00am.to 

allow the Council to meet with Glen Inglis of the Local Government Review Panel earlier in the day. The public 
Forum will be scheduled for 12.00 p.m. on that day. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Another reminder that Council in conjunction with Rotary will be hosting the Annual “Welcome to Bourke” 
night at the Bourke Pool on the 20

th
 February 2013 commencing at 7.00 p.m. All residents who are new to 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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town are encouraged to attend.  Employers who have employees starting shortly or have started recently are 
asked to encourage their new staff to come along.  
 
Invitations have also been extended to local sporting and social groups to attend the function to provide 
information in relation to their respective organisations. 
 
To assist with catering it would be appreciated if persons wishing to attend could call Letiticia Tiffen on 
68308000. 
 
I would like to welcome all newcomers to Bourke and trust that you enjoy the facilities and friendliness that 
the town offers. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
It has been a relatively busy period for me with the Community Meetings at Enngonia and Fords Bridge on 
Thursday  then down to Dubbo for a meeting of the OROC General Manager Advisory Group and to meet with 
the Department of Premier and Cabinet on Friday back home and then again  to Dubbo on Sunday for the 
Community Cabinet on Monday morning, Community meetings at Wanaaring and Bourke this week and then 
back to Dubbo on Friday to attend OROC and the meeting with the Chairman of Infrastructure NSW South 
Wales Nick Grienier. 
 
The Community Cabinet meetings were very well attended and all Cabinet Ministers making time available. 
Mayor Andrew Lewis and I as part of OROC had the opportunity to speak with the Minister for Transport 
Gladys Berejiklian, and the Minister for Health Jillian Skinner on a range of issues and took the opportunity to 
again raise the problems and danger being caused by the irresponsible disposal of syringes. The Health 
Minister was accompanied by the Regional Director Scott McLaughlin and he indicated he will be shortly taking 
up our invitation to visit Bourke so he can  get a better appreciation of Bourke Shire and the issues that we 
have raised. 
 
The Mayor and I together with the Chair of OROC Councillor Bill McAnnally and Executive Officer Belinda 
Barlow had a productive meeting with the Director General of the Department of Premier and Cabinet Chris 
Eccles and Deputy Director General Simon Smith. A range of topics were discussed as they relate to the OROC 
region and in particular The Mayor and myself had the opportunity to raise some on the issues that were 
highlighted recently in the Sydney Morning Herald and the negative impact these issues are having within 
Bourke.  
 
The trip was well worthwhile and invitations were also extended to all persons with whom we met to visit 
Bourke and it is hoped that others will accept the invitation. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Senior Citizens Week will be celebrated between 17

th
 and 24

th
 March this year and a range of activities are 

currently being finalised. Letiticia Tiffen is coordinating the week on behalf of Council and will be liaising with 
other organisations within town to ensure that all activities planned are included on the calendar. All enquiries 
can be directed to Letiticia Tiffen on 68308000 
 

 
At the meeting of Council’s Town and Village Committee a number of options were discussed in relation to 
improving the water supplies in both North Bourke and at High Street (Half Way) both of which experienced 
pressure problems during the recent hot weather. Council Staff be costing options for improvement of both 
supplies and making a recommendation for inclusion in the budget for 2013/2014 
 
The flows in the rivers should reach Bourke within the next two weeks and will provide a welcome refresh of 
the water system as well as providing the opportunity for storages to be replenished. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IPART late last year released the rate pegging increase for 2013/2014 at 3.4% which is in line with a number of 
other indices such as CPI. The determination only applies to general rates. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The next rate instalment is due on the 28
th

 February 2013 and can be paid at Council’s Offices  
with a number of payment options available. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At the OROC meeting this week the Member for Parkes Mark Coulton will be in attendance as will the Minister 
for Western New South Wales Kevin Humphries.  
 
Also on the agenda is a presentation from Glenn Inglis of the Independent Review Panel who will be updating 
all members  of OROC with the work being undertaken by the Review Panel and providing the opportunity for 
feedback. 
 
 

 
21st February 2013 
 
The final two Community Meetings will be held today with Councillors and staff travelling out to Louth and 
Byrock.  
 
The meetings held at Wanaaring and Bourke last week were both well attended and provided some very 
positive feedback both in relation to the Community Strategic Plan and the ongoing operations of Council.  
 
The trip to Wanaaring was my first visit to the area and certainly gave me very good appreciation of the 
distances involved for the residents of the region. 
 
 As with all villages visited so far I was very impressed with the level of community support received by Council 
in the maintenance of the facilities within the village. As I have indicated at the meetings, without the 
voluntary efforts of the community members the costs of maintain the facilities would be significantly higher 
and in some instances be prohibitive. 
 
At all meetings there has been a very good representation of Councillors and I would like to thank them for 
making the time to attend as it has meant a significant commitment of time  on their behalf, however, one 
that has been appreciated and also proved beneficial in gaining an update on the issues impacting on our 
communities. 
 

 
One of the intents of the round of meetings is to get feedback from residents to assist in the review of the 
Community Strategic Plan (CSP) and attendees have been given a survey to complete in connection with the 
CSP and this survey is also located on council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
Also being distributed is a resident/ratepayer service satisfaction survey to provide feedback in relation to the 
services currently being delivered by Council. The survey will also assist in the determination of the allocation 
of during the budget preparation.  The survey is also on Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
At Council we often hear comments  like “Council should do this” or” how come Council doesn’t do that” or 
“isn’t that Council’s role” but more often than not these comments are not documented. The completion of 
the surveys is a quick and easy way to ensure your concerns are documented. 
 
It would appreciate if both surveys could be completed and returned by 1

st
 March 2013. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At each Council meeting the opportunity is provided for the members of the public to address Council on 
issues of concern. The public forum is generally scheduled for 10.00a.m. While notification of your intention to 
speak at the forum is not required it may allow staff the research the issue to be raised so that Councillors can 
in turn have information available to assist in a response to the issue. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Each quarter Council hosts what is termed a Precinct Meeting, involving Council and the Police and other 
agencies. The meetings are convened to discuss issues around law and order and associated issues. A number 
of people at the Bourke Community meeting were unaware of the meetings and asked that the meetings be 
advertised and Council will undertake to do that.  
 

  
The March Meeting will be held Monday, 25

th
 March 2013, however, will commence at the later time of 11.00 

am. allowing Council to meet with Glen Inglis of the Local Government Review Panel earlier in the day. The 
Open Forum will be scheduled for 12.00 p.m. on that day. 
 

 
A little bit of travel has never worried Mayor Andrew Lewis but last Thursday, after fighting fires on his 
property to the early hours of the morning drove Bourke for the start of the Community Meeting, then to 
Dubbo to catch a plane to Sydney early Friday morning for a medical appointment and was back in Dubbo early 
that afternoon for the OROC meeting.  
 
Friday night was the dinner in Dubbo hosted by local MPs, at which the Guest Speaker was Nick Grienier 
Chairman of Infrastructure NSW and then on Saturday morning there was meeting with Glenn Inglis of the 
Independent Review Panel and the Mayors and General Managers of Walgett and Brewarrina Shires before 
travelling back to Bourke lunchtime Saturday. 
 

 
Mayor Andrew Lewis and Deputy Mayor Barry Hollman and Manager of Corporate Services Leonie Brown will 
be attending the annual Conference of the Western Division Shire to be held on 25

th
 and 26

th
 February 2013. 

Council motions dealing with the ongoing issue of syringe disposal and the lack of mobile phone coverage 
going before the conference and will be looking to the support of delegates. 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council is again coordinating Senior Citizens and will be liaising with other organisations within Shire to ensure 
that all activities planned are included on the calendar. Seniors week will be held from 17

th
 24

th
 March 2013. 

All enquiries can be directed to Letiticia on 68308000 
 

 
The Darling River continues to rise and at this stage it is anticipated that the height of the river will be around 
9.3 metres on the 8

th
 March 2013, this will result in minor to moderate flood levels. The SES and BOM are 

providing regular updates and these updates will be relayed to the community via the local press as it comes 
to hand. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 The OROC meeting last week was attended by Mark Coulton, Member for Parkes, Hon. Kevin Humphreys, 
Member for Barwon and Minister for Western New South Wales, Troy Grant, Member for Dubbo and Glen 
Inglis a Member of the Local Government Independent Review Panel in what was a very full agenda. 
 
Also in attendance was Rod Crawfoot who is Chairman of the Committee who are raising funds to provide 
accommodation facilities for the redeveloped Dubbo Base Hospital to cater for people accompanying patients 
having treatment and patients who are required to stay while recuperating and in need of accommodation at 
an affordable cost. It is a great initiative and one that will benefit people of Bourke Shire and hopefully all fund 
raising activities will receive good local support. 
 
A reminder that next rate instalment is due on the 28

th
 February 2013 and can be paid at Council’s Offices with 

a number of payment options available. 
 

 
The new cell at the Waste Management Facility has been completed and should be operational shortly and 
there will be directional signs at the facility to identify the new areas to be utilised. 
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At the public forum at Mondays Council Meeting the Bourke Rural Fire Service Captain Michael Amos 
addressed Council on the appreciation of all brigade members and landowners of the efforts and cooperation 
of Council staff during the current bushfire season.  The efforts of Council staff have also been acknowledged 
at a Regional level and their efforts have been invaluable in bring a number of outbreaks quickly under control.   
 

 
 
28th February 2013 
 
The final two Community Meetings were held last week at to Louth and Byrock.  
 
The meetings were again well attended with many local residents taking the opportunity to discuss a number 
of issues with Councillors and staff. 
 
Water quality and the difficulties experienced by the village water supplies in meeting the increased demand 
as a result of the extended period of hot weather coupled with a general increase in demand due to increased 
connections figured prominently in discussions. The high salinity of the Darling River at Louth was also a 
significant concern and while the anticipated fresh will alleviate the problem short term the salinity issue will 
remain. 
 
Another issue that has been very much to the fore is the lack of mobile phone coverage and the impact this 
has for residents of the villages. Mobile phones provide a wide range of services for those who are able to get 
service and put those without coverage at a significant disadvantage. 
 
No doubt the greatest concern relates to the fact that mobile phone service now forms a critical part of the 
communication network for all emergency services and the lack of services impacts on the ability of these to 
be able to respond as efficiently as they may otherwise be able. Council has raised the issue of mobile 
coverage on numerous occasions in the past and have again raised the issue with the Member for Parkes, 
Mark Coulton.  
 

 
Distributed during the round of Meetings and also available on the Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
is a survey aimed at getting feedback from residents to assist in the review of the Community Strategic Plan 
(CSP). 
 
A resident/ratepayer service satisfaction survey was also distributed to ascertain feedback in relation to the 
services currently being delivered by Council to ensure these align with community expectations. This survey is 
also on Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
It would appreciate if both surveys could be completed and returned by tomorrow 1

st
 March 2013. 

 

 
The welcome to Bourke night last Wednesday night was a great success with around 80 people in attendance 
including representatives of local organisations who were keen to showcase what Bourke has to offer and 
introduce themselves to potential new members. The Rotary Club are to be congratulated on their ongoing 
support of this night and for once again providing a great meal. 
 

 
Council was represented at the Community Consultation meetings relating to the establishment of the new 
organisation to be called the Local Land Services (LLS) which will effectively be a combination of some of the 
services currently being provided by the Livestock Health and Pest Authority (LHPA), The Catchment 
Management Authority (CMA) and the Department of Primary Industries (DPI). A number of issues are still to 
be clarified and the meetings were the opportunity for landowners to provide some input into the consultation 
process. The opportunity to find out more about the establishment of LLS is available on the New South Wales 
Government “Have your Say” website. 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Council has received confirmation that the merger of the Local Government Association of New South Wales 
and The Shires Association of New South Wales will proceed as planned and will be effective as at 1

st
 March 

2013. The Association formed as a result of the merger will be called Local Government New South Wales and 
will be led by an interim board until the Inaugural Annual Conference in October this year. 
 

 
Work is progressing well on the maintenance of the Jandra Paddle boat and it is anticipated that the work 
scheduled will be completed prior to the peak in the river reaching Bourke and the increase in water height 
allowing the Jandra to be refloated from the dry dock without the necessity to pump water into the channel 
from the river to the dry dock. 
 

 
Mayor Andrew Lewis and Deputy Mayor Barry Holman and Manager of Corporate Services Leonie Brown 
attended the Annual Conference of the Western Division Shire held on 25

th
 and 26

th
 February 2013 in Nyngan.  

 

 
Council is again coordinating Senior Citizens Week and will be liaising with other organisations within the Shire 
to ensure that all activities planned are included on the calendar. Seniors week will be held from 17

th
 to 24

th
 

March 2013. All enquiries can be directed to Letiticia on 68308000. 
 

 
The Darling River floodwaters continue to make their way down stream and a much needed fresh has already 
been received at Bourke. Current predictions for the flood peak at Bourke remain at  around 9.3 metres on the 
9

th
 March 2013, this will result in minor to moderate flood levels. The level at Louth is predicted to reach 

8.60m on 16
th

 March 2013. 
 

 
The new selection of “e books” available at the Bourke Library are proving very popular. The new range 
complements the excellent variety that was available. Since arriving I have had many positive comments 
regarding the quality of the books and service provided by the staff. 
 

 
Another of Council facilities which has drawn considerable positive comment is the presentation of the Bourke 
Pool and lessees John and Tanya Milgate are doing a great job. The pool provided an excellent venue for the 
Welcome to Bourke Night. 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager 
 
Resolution 

118/2013 That Council note the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25

th
 March 2013. 

Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Brown  Carried  Unstarred 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 403/2013 Library Report 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the month February 2013 are presented for your information: 
 

1. Circulation statistics for February 2013: 

Audio Visual 190 

Adult Fiction 366 

Non-Fiction 156 

Junior Fiction 237 

Magazines 64 

Interlibrary Loans 2 

EBooks 4 

Total 1015 

 
 During the same period in 2012, the figures were as follows: 

Audio Visual 289 

Adult Fiction 426 

Non-Fiction 149 

Junior Fiction 245 

Magazines 86 

Interlibrary Loans 5 

Total 1200 

 
2. Other statistical information: 

New Members 22 

Internet/Word Processing 144 

Wireless Tickets 14 

Number of Visitors 2011 

 
During the same period in 2012, the figures were as follows: 

New Members 10 

Internet/Word Processing 91 

Wireless Tickets N/A 

Number of Visitors N/A 

 
3. Our children’s craft and story time session was very successful this month. We had 15 children attending, 

and all had a great time. Our Summer Reading Club prize party was also held this month. The major prize 
draw was won by Abby Warwick. 

 
If there are any questions about these items, or any library issues, please do not hesitate to contact the library. 
 
Jodi Hatch 
LIBRARY MANAGER 
 

Resolution  

119/2013 Council resolves to note the information in the Corporate Services Department Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 25

th
 March 2013. 

Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Brown  Carried  Unstarred 
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 503/2013 BOBEC and VIC February 2013 Activity Update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
Visitor numbers have begun to pick up again at the end of February and into early March. Almost 400 visitors 
came to the visitors centre during February which is a strong increase on last year and indicates a busy time to 
Easter. Flooding has caused only minor concerns with coastal rains perhaps pushing a few more visitors inland.  
 
During February the Exhibition Centre had 60 visitors, which is slightly more than 2012.  
 

Graph below showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
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Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 
 

 2011 2012 2013 

January  448 560 

February  157 397 

March  810 570  

April 2507 2044  

May 2656 2891  

June 2952 3216  

July 4362 4643  

August 4187 4162  

September 4295 5074  

October 2674 3067  

November 1012 930  

December 386 347  

 
 
Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 
 

 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February Not Cruising 25 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not cruising  

March Not Cruising 213 Not Cruising Not Cruising  

April Not Cruising Not Cruising 1008 519  

May Not Cruising 1325 932 1035  

June 949 1459 1241 1003  

July 1532 1578 1386 1238  

August 1174 1165 1186 640  

September 1212 1429 1411 1459  

October 788 188 1085 760  

November 233 Not Cruising Not Cruising 423  

December 42 Not Cruising Not Cruising 180  

Total 5930 7382 8249 7257  
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Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 

 
 
 
Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January  154 113 154 110 

February  139 60 44 60 

March  304 312 207  

April 551 925 807 732  

May 1551 1433 974 965  

June 1535 1769 1154 1114  

July 1951 2345 1489 1193  

August 1607 1916 1225 1131  

September 1433 1816 1251 1299  

October 1259 1325 861 556  

November 320 512 292 136  

December 180 182 108 65  

 
 
As previously mentioned the main activity for the crew and Centre staff has been the maintenance of the 
Jandra. The Jandra was placed into dry dock on the 16

th
 of January and was floated out courtesy of the latest 

flooding on the 28
th

 of February. 
 
Work has progressed well with much of the timber work having been painted, the hull painted, the port 
paddle replaced completely and the starboard paddle repaired. The sacrificial anodes were also taken from the 
hull, cleaned and re welded to the hull. Works have also been undertaken to the gangway which has been 
painted and extended and the timber start of the gangway replaced with steel. 
 
As this report is being written the river is peaking and a return to cruising date should be known by the time of 
the March Council meeting. 
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Picture shows work being undertaken on the port paddle. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Painting the timberwork around the windows 
 
Resolution  

120/2013 That Council note the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday the 18

th
 February 2013. 

Moved Cr Hollman    Seconded Cr Stutsel   Carried 

 
 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
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CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL - CONFIDENTIAL 

 
Cr Brown declared an interest and left the meeting at 2.50pm 
 

File No: S6.41 

Report : 1106/2013 Review of Organisational Structure – Potential for Resource 
Sharing 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Resolution  

121/2013 That the consideration of the report Review of Organisational Structure- 
Potential for Resource Sharing be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993 personnel matter concerning particular individuals (other 
than Councillors). 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Pursuant to section 10A(4), the public were invited to make representation to the Council 
Meeting before any part of the meeting is closed, as to whether that part of the meeting 
should be closed those being Report 503/2013 – Valuation of 70 Mertin Street and Report 
1106/2013 – Review of the Organisational Structure – Potential for Resource Sharing 
 
No members of the public made representations 
 
Resolution  

122/2013 
1. That Council resolve into Closed Council to consider business identified, together 

with any late reports tabled at the meeting. 
2. That pursuant to section 10A(1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media 

and public be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be 
considered is classified confidential under the provisions  of section 10A(2) as 
outlined above. 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld 
from access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution at 2.05pm 

123/2013 That Council closed its meeting at 2.05pm, the public and media left the 
chamber. 
Moved Cr Stutsel   Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Resolution at 3.07pm 

124/2013 2013 That Council move out of Closed Council and into Open Council. 
Moved Cr Bartley   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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3.08pm Cr Brown returned to the meeting 
 

RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED COUNCIL MEETING 

 
General Manager’s note: 2.50pm - For discussion on the general update on the 
Organisational Update all staff with exception of the General Manager left the meeting. 
Cr Brown also declared and interest and left the meeting at the same time. 
 
The following resolutions of Council while the meeting was closed to the public were read to 
the meeting by the Mayor. 
 
Resolution 

125/2013 That Council note the report in regards to the property at 70 Mertin Street and 
retain ownership of the property at this time. 
Moved Cr Hollman   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 
Resolution 

126/2013 
1. That the General Manager be authorised to further investigate and negotiate the 

concept of the shared services with Brewarrina Shire. 
2. That the General Manager commence the report relating to the re-determination 

of the organisational structure as required under section 333 of the Local 
Government Act 1993 

3. That any proposed change to the organisational structure be accompanied by a 
breakdown of costs involved. 

Moved Cr Stutsel   Carried Cr Hollman    Carried 

 

ACTIONS ARISING FROM OPEN FORUM 

 
Resolution 

127/2013 That Council offer Ronnie Gibbs 7’s Carnival to be held in Bourke in August in-
kind support for 2013. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Stutsel    Carried 

 

Resolution 

128/2013 That Council write to Neil Driscoll advising that the Deputy Director General of 
the Department of Premier and Cabinet has been invited to attend a meeting with Council 
and that the issues raised with Council will be raised at this meeting. 
Moved Cr Ford   Seconded Cr Brown    Carried 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 3.15pm 


