
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council 

Agenda 
Monday, 22nd April 2013 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held 

at the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices at  
29 Mitchell Street, Bourke, commencing at 9.00am for the purpose of 

considering the items included on the Agenda 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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AGENDA 

C12.1 
 

1. Opening Prayer 

2. Remembrance  

3. Apologies  

4. Declaration of Interest (Forms included with Business Papers) 

5. Mayoral Minute 

6. Starring of Items 

A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
Recommendation:  
That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd April 2013. 
 

7. Confirmation of the Minutes 

Recommendation:  
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 25th March and the 
Extra Ordinary Meeting of the 8th April 2013 be accepted as a true and accurate record of that 
meeting 

 
8. Business Arising 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 00/2013 Business Arising 7 Notation 

 
9. Engineering Services Department 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil Reports   

 
10. Environmental Services & Development Department 

 Report Report Page No Recommendation 
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No 

 /2013 Nil Reports   

 
 

11. General Manager 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 315/2013 Local Government Acts 
Taskforce- Newly Released 
Paper “A New Local 
Government Act for NSW” 

12 
  

Adoption 

 316/2013 Local Government 
Independent Review Panel 
Paper 

13 Adoption 

 317/2013 Solar Energy Exchange 
Initiative- The SEXI Proposal 

14 Consideration 

 318/2013 Local Government New South 
Wales – Interim Board 

16 Notation 

 319/2013 Conduct of Local Government 
Elections 

17 Adoption 

 320/2013 North West Slopes and Plains 
Cooperative Library Service 

20 Consideration 

 
12. Corporate Services Department 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 426/2013 Bank Reconciliation & 
Statement of Bank Balances 
31st March 2013 

21 Notation 

 40/2013 Investment Report as at 31st 
March 2013 

22 Adoption 

 
13. Tourism & Development 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil Reports   

 
14. Delegates  and Councillors Reports 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil Reports   

 
15. Committee Minutes 
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 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil Reports   
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16. Policies 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil Policies   

 
17. Précis of Correspondence 

 Report 
No 

Report Page No Recommendation 

 906/2013 Sustaining Rural Communities 
Conference 2013 

25 Consideration 

 
18. Activity Reports 

 Report  Report Page No Recommendation 

 104/2013 Engineering 2 Notation 

 204/2013 Environmental 12 Notation 

 304/2013 General Manager 14 Notation 

 /2013 Corporate Services - Nil  Notation 

 504/2013 Tourism & Development 25 Notation 

 
19. Closed Session 

 Report 
No 

Report Recommendation 

 /2013 Nil reports   

 
Community Open Forum at 10am, for members of the public to address Council 
 
10.00am  Open Forum 
11.00am Update from Police 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/Year Meeting 
Date 

Event 

2013   

April 20th  Bourke Show 

 20th -28th  Brewarrina Sesquicentenary Celebrations, April 2013 

 22nd    Council Meeting 

 25th  ANZAC Day 

May 27th  Council Meeting 

June 17th  Council Meeting - 3rd  Monday to allow for end of year finance 
reporting 

July 22nd   Council Meeting 

August  26th  Council Meeting 

September 23rd  Council Meeting 

October 28th     Council Meeting 

November 25th  Council Meeting - 4th Monday Merged with December Meeting 
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 
2013 

 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email Fax Posted 

19/03/2013 Final Flood Bulleting - Paroo River - 18/03/13 SES Cr Dorrington   

19/03/2013 Flood Bulletin #20 - Culgoa, Birrie and Bokhara 
Rivers - 18/03/13 

SES Cr Dorrington   

20/03/2013 Mapping Data: Chair - SEMC letter Mr 
Koperburg 

Cr Dorrington   

20/03/2013 Flood Bulletin #21 - Culgoa, Birrie and Bokhara 
Rivers - 20/03/13 

SES Cr Dorrington   

22/03/2013 Community information communique - Managing 
the Menindee Lakes Issue 3 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

22/03/2013 [New post] ?New disaster recovery allowance bill 
introduced? 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

2/04/2013 [New post] Changed compensation rules for SES 
and Marine Rescue volunteers in South Australia 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

2/04/2013 [New post] Western Australian coroner calls for 
paramedic registration 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

2/04/2013 [New post] South Australian code of conduct for 
unregistered health professionals. 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

2/04/2013 Water allocation outlook - NSW Murray and Lower 
Darling 

Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

11/04/2013 Novel avian influenza virus A (H7N9) Kel Wise Cr Dorrington   

25/03/2013 Response from Sydney Morning Herald  “Bourke 
Tops List: More Dangerous Than any Country in the 
World” 

 Councillors Cr 
Bennett 

 

02/04/2013 The Independent Local Government Review Panel 
– Version 2 

Ross Earl Councillors   

09/04/2013 Local Land Services Stakeholder Reference Panel 
Update 

 Councillors Cr 
Bennett 

 

10/04/2013 The March/April edition of Public Works 
Professional 

 Councillors Cr 
Bennett 

 

10/04/2013 First Preference Newsletter - Edition 1  Councillors Cr 
Bennett 

 

15/04/2013 Early Intervention Legislation - Update  Councillors Cr 
Bennett 

 

15/04/2013 PBP Review 2012 - Draft Report - Letter to GM" 
(A309610), "Bourke - PBP Review 

 Councillors  Cr 
Bennett 

15/04/2013 T-Corp Assessment of NSW Councils - Bourke 
Council 

 Councillors Cr 
Bennett 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 22nd APRIL 2013 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   
 

GM  General Manager MES Manager Environmental Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MTS Acting Manager of Town Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager of Works 

MRS Manager of Road Services  

 
213/2012 – Plaques – Rest Areas 
Responsible Officer:  MRS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Plaques to be applied to the three (3) rest areas named 
for Greens, Gleeson’s and Bowden’s Transport 
Companies 

In progress 

 
422/2012 Opportunity for Public Toilets in Oxley Street 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Matter to be referred to the Town Committee Ongoing – GM to talk to Business Group 

 
563/2012 – Needle & Syringe Program in Bourke 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council staff prepare a brief report on action 
thus far and the result achieved. 

2. That Council continue to make representation to the 
Minister for Health with regards to the Needle and 
Syringe Program and the problems that it is creating 
in our community. 

Ongoing representation to be made 
 
Regional Director to visit 18/04/2013 
 
Forum proposed for early May 

 
15/2013 – Local Land Services- Consultation Meetings  
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council be represented at the meeting of 21/02/2013  
and continue to monitor the establishment of LLSS 

Meeting attended by General Manager 
Ongoing 
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46/2013 – Temporary Accommodation for Bourke and District Children Services – Preschool Building 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. An agreement/lease be negotiated by the General 
Manager and completed under Seal of Council if required 
2. Clarification be obtained as a matter of urgency of the 
preparedness of the insurers to consider any of the 
options indentified regarding rebuilding works. 
3. The issue regarding zoning be clarified. 
That if necessary a further report be place before Council 
once further information is to hand 

Ongoing discussions 
 
 
Continuing 

 
47/2013 – Mertin Street Well – Preparation of Tender Documents 
Responsible Officer: MW 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That on completion of the specifications the Manager of 
Works determine what sections of the work can be done 
in house and what sections of the work will need to be 
outsourced. 

Ongoing – Council has completed Stage 
One  

 
87/2013 –  Mayoral Minute – Letter of Congratulations 
Responsible Officer: Mayor 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Letter of congratulations to Ray McMaster on receiving 
the Community Award Medal  

Completed 

 
88/2013 – Mayoral Minute – Letters of Appreciation 
Responsible Officer: Mayor 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Letters of appreciation to Letiticia Tiffen and Marina Gray 
for all the work carried out during Seniors Week. 

Completed 

 

96/2013 – Deed of Agreement for the LMWUA 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Write to the Local Member & Minister for Natural 
Resource Management asking them for a 

Clarification of issue to be sought at 
Meeting 23rd April 
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commitment to the LMWUA current working 
structure by signing off on the Deed of Agreement 

 
 
 
 

97/2013 – Sealing of the Tender for the Construction Bridge over Deadman’s Creek 
Responsible Officer: Mayor & GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Deadman’s Creek (Tender No 06/13) be executed 
under Seal of Council. 

Completed 

 

98/2013 – Proposed Amendment of LEP 
Responsible Officer: MENV 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1. Council prepare a planning proposal to have 
the Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 
(BLEP 2012) amended to allow secondary 
dwellings to be constructed on land zoned 
RU1 Primary Production. 

2. A further report be presented to Council to 
obtain consent to submit that planning 
proposal to the NSW Department of 
Planning. 

3. Council obtain indicative costs involved. 

In progress 

 

101/2013 – Visit by Glen Inglis  of the  Independent Local Government Review Panel and 
Lodgement of a Submission to the Panel 

Responsible Officer: Mayor & GM  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Mayor and General Manager to prepare a 
submission to the Local Government Independent 
Review Panel following the meeting with Glen Inglis 
on the 25th March 2013 and that the submission be 
circularised to all Councillors prior to lodgement. 

Completed and sent 

 

104/2013 – Rates Write-off – Assessment 67-00000-0 and 793-10000-9 
Responsible Officer: MCS 
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DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Write-off rates for assessment 67-00000-0 to the 
value of $1,789.12 and assessment 793-10000-9 to 
the value of $2,285.61 ($2,261.55 for Rates & 
$24.06 for Water) for the 2012/2013 rating period 

Completed 
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107/2013 – Proposed Capital Works Program 2013/143 
Responsible Officer:  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

A report be prepared for Council’s detailing the 
current adopted tree removal and replacement 
programme with the report detailing the ability of 
Council to undertake all or some of the work 
utilising its own workforce 

To be presented to the May Meeting 

 

109/2013 – Updated Community Strategic Plan 2013 Draft 
Responsible Officer: MTD 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Draft Community Strategic Plan 2013-2023 be made 
available for public comment and review for a 
period of 28 days as required by Section 402(6) 

Advertised 

 

111/2013 – Community Contribution – Waiving of Fees 
Responsible Officer:  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council support the Bourke Full Gospel Family 
Fellowship with the use of the Oval and the key 
deposit but for the Bourke Full Gospel Family 
Fellowship pay for the use of the electricity 

Completed 

 

112/2013 – Community Contribution  - Bourke & District Garden Club 
Responsible Officer: MCS &A/MTS 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council support the Bourke and District Garden Club 
with in-kind support to the amount of $4,200  for 
the upcoming Garden Competition Judging, Spring 
Flower and Geranium Show and the Rose Show 
proposed for later in the year 

Garden Club advised 

 

114/2013 – Invitation to Hungerford Field Day 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council write thanking Coordinator, Moc Parker 
thanking him for the invitation 

Completed 
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127/2013 – Open Forum – Ronnie Gibbs 7’s 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council offer Ronnie Gibbs 7’s Carnival to be held in 
Bourke in August in-kind support for 2013 

Letter sent – Manager of Development and 
Tourism to consider 

 
128/2013 – Open Forum 
Responsible Officer: GM 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council write to Neil Driscoll advising that the 
Deputy Director General of the Department of 
Premier and Cabinet has been invited to attend a 
meeting with Council and that the issues raised with 
Council will be raised at this meeting 

Letter sent 

 
Recommendation:  
That the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 22nd April 2013 be 
received and noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

File No: L2.1 

Report: 315 /2013 Local Government Acts Taskforce- Newly Released Paper “A 
New Local Government Act for NSW” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Local Government Acts Taskforce was appointed by the Minister for Local Government, 
Hon Don Page to re-write the Local Government Act and review the City of Sydney Act. They 
have previous published a “Preliminary Ideas Paper” and invited submissions in relation to this 
paper. The current paper “a New Local Government Act for New South Wales” was born in part 
out of the feedback received. A copy of the paper has been included with the business paper 
and can also be access from the Taskforces Website which is accessed by going to the Division 
of Local Government website www.dlg.nsw.gov.au 
 
 Current Situation: 
The taskforce will be holding a series of consultative meetings throughout the state and will 
also be receiving submissions in relation to the current paper prior to preparing their final 
report to the Minister which is due in September. 
 
The   consultative meeting scheduled for this area will be held in Dubbo on the 15th May 2013 
and will commence at 10.30am and conclude at 1.30pm. 
 
Council lodged a brief submission to the initial paper and should do the same in respect of this 
paper. 
 
To facilitate a submission that reflects the views of the collective Council it is suggested that a 
workshop be held and in addition to the Task Force Paper the next paper from the Independent  
Local Government Review  Panel could  also be discussed as it is also due for release over the 
next week. 
 
Some of the recommendations from the Task Force will be dependent on the recommendations 
from the Panel as the recommendations from the Panel may require legislative amendments to 
be put in place to be able to be instituted. 
 
It is proposed that the Workshop be held on Monday, 6th May 2013. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Many of the identified for areas of change to the Act should not impact greatly in the short 
term but depending on the final recommendations of both Local Government Acts Task Force 
and the Local Government Independent Review Panel there is the potential for a significant 
impact. 
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A number of the suggestions within the latest report would seem to be aimed at reducing costs 
for Councils 
Recommendations: 
1. That the release of the Local Government Acts Taskforce latest paper ”A New Local 

Government Act for NSW’ be noted 
2. That Council hold a Workshop to discuss the Task Force Paper and the latest  report 

from the Independent Local Government Review Panel on the 6th May 2013 
commencing at 2.30p.m. 

3. That following the Workshop Council prepare a Submission to the Local Government 
Acts Taskforce. 

 

 

File No: L8.2.9 

Report: 316/2013 Local Government Independent Review Panel Paper 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council has a good understanding of the work being undertaken by the Independent Local 
Government Review Panel, with Panel Member Glen Inglis having visited Bourke twice and he 
has also addressed meetings of OROC and with the Chairperson, Graham Samson addressed the 
Annual Conference of the Western Division Councils and at  both of those meetings Bourke 
Shire Council delegates were also in attendance. 
 
 Current Situation: 
The Panel is about to release its final paper entitled “Future Directions” which will provide a 
summary of their work so far and proposals for change. While the  a key issue for Bourke Shire 
Council will be their suggestions in relation to Structures and Boundaries, it is important to 
recognise that the Panel’s Future Directions Paper will cover a broad range of issues impacting 
on the operation of Local Government. 
 
At this stage, indications are that for Councils in the Western part of the state three options in 
relation to their structure are under consideration. 

a. Remain as they are with an increased level of funding required to ensure sustainability. 

(Traditional Model) 

b. Forming a regionally based Local Government service delivery framework delivered by a 

multi- purpose County Council with mandated functions to facilitate an increase in 

resource sharing, potential cost savings and efficiencies. 

c. A Remote NSW Regional Authority involving the establishment of a new entity with the 

Councils being joined at the table in this Regional Authority by State and Government 

Representatives and other groups to ensure the efficient and effective service delivery 

to the residents in an all of Government approach. 
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As soon as the paper is released it will be circulated to all Councillors so that they can properly 
evaluate all issues contained therein and possible impact on Bourke Shire Council. 
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Financial Implications: 
The paper will undoubtedly have some significant financial implications for Bourke Shire Council 
with issues such as Rating, Financial Assistance Grants and the identification of additional 
revenue sources likely to be covered by the recommendations included in the paper. 
 
Recommendations: 
1. That  Council conduct a Workshop to discuss the “Future Directions” Paper to be 

released by The Independent Local Government Review Panel  and at the same time 
review  Local Government Acts Taskforce latest paper ”A New Local Government Act 
for NSW.” 

2. The Workshop be held on the 6th May 2013 commencing at 2.30p.m. 
 

 

File No: D2.11 

Report: 317/2013 Solar Energy Exchange Initiative- The SEXI Proposal 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
SEXI is a marketing acronym, for the Solar Energy eXchange Initiative which is the concept being 
promoted by Mr Matt Parmeter, Dubbo. 
 
The SEXI Proposal is that the Commonwealth Government fund photovoltaic (PV) installations 
across the areas of the SEXI Group of Council’s which cover much of inland NSW (just 66% of 
the area of NSW) and five (5) medium scale concentrating solar power plants, of a size suitable 
to provide enough electricity to run a typical country town. 
 
Funding could be sourced from the funding available from Australian Renewable Energy Agency 
(ARENA), which was established by the Australian Government as part of its Clean Energy 
Future package.  
 
The proposal is currently looking at 31 Councils across inland New South Wales each of whom 
would form part of a consortium with each to apply for funding of approximately $1,000,000.00 
for the installation of the photovoltaic (PV) panels with the additional funding to provide for the 
construction of the five solar plants at yet to be determined sites. 
 
The proposal is certainly ambitious but one that Mr Parmeter has put in a considerable amount 
of effort. 
 
The western area of the state is well placed to harness the benefits of solar technology and I 
feel while there is no cost to Council is worthy of support. At this stage all work done by Mr 
Parmeter has been on a voluntary basis. 
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Certainly there have been a number of initiatives proposed over the past few years relating to 
the development of solar power technology and there  appears to be sufficient funding 
available for the right projects. 
Current Situation: 
The proposal has been subject to presentation to both the Orana Regional Organisations of 
Council and also the Western Division Group of Councils and the following recommendations 
came from those meetings. 
 
Orana Regional Organisation of Councils (OROC) 
The OROC Board at its meeting on 15 February 2013 adopted the General Manager’s Advisory 
Committee (GMAC) Meeting of 8 February 2013 recommendations on the SEXI Proposal which 
were as follows: 
 
Recommendation 1: That OROC recognises that the proposed SEXI project has potential merit 
and that it supports a funding application to ARENA. 
 
Recommendation 2: That OROC seek financial assistance from RDA Orana for seed funding to 
assist with the grant proposal and a suitably qualified person/consultant to assist with such 
funding application. 
 
Western Division Councils of NSW 
At its annual conference in Nyngan in late February 2013 the Western Division Councils of NSW 
resolved as following in relation to the Solar Energy eXchange Initiative: 
 

 That Western Division Councils of NSW support the notion “Public funding used for 
public benefit” 

 That Western Division Councils in principle support the SEXI proposal and the 
development of a solar energy industry in their region. 

 That the Western Division Councils call on the Federal Government, through the 
Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA) to provide up to $200M over five years to 
the SEXI Group of Councils, to allow the SEXI proposal to be built and operated. 

 
Financial Implications: 
The SEXI project proposes that an alliance of Councils be established to operate solar projects in 
each local government area (a geographic area covering 66% of NSW) that would see each 
Council in the alliance receive an investment of $1 million from ARENA. A solar plant of this size 
will equate to electricity cost savings to each Council of $120,000 per year (.4MW of PV Panels) 
and/or return to the grid income equating to $40,000 per year. 
 
[Disclaimer:  All financial figures quoted here rely on a number of assumptions.  Conditions 
and returns will vary depending on individual circumstances]. 
 
The financial costs for putting together the proposal is not known, however it should be noted 
that OROC may be attempting to obtain seed funds from elsewhere. 
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Recommendations: 
1. That Council, in principle, supports the Solar Energy eXchange Initiative (SEXI) proposal, 

and the development of a solar energy industry in the region. 
2. That Council call on the Commonwealth Government through the Australian Renewable 

Energy Agency (ARENA), to provide up to $200 million over five (5) years to the Solar 
Energy eXchange Initiative (SEXI) proposal to be built and operated. 

 

 

File No: L8.24-L8.6 

Report: 318/2013 Local Government New South Wales –Interim Board 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The two Organisations formally known as the Local Government Association of NSW and the 
Shires Association of NSW have united to become the one Association entitled “Local 
Government NSW” with the merger having been formalised on the 1st March 2013. 
 
A new Board and President will be elected at the first annual Local Government New South 
Wales Conference to be held between, 1st to 3rd October 2013 at the Sydney Town Hall. 
 
Until the first conference, the business of Local Government NSW will be carried out by the 
Interim Board, which will meet on a fortnightly basis to address various issues. 
 
Current Situation: 
The Interim Board has adopted eight major portfolio areas covering the main 
political and policy concerns of Local Government NSW.  
 
Individual Board Members were elected to deal with the strategic issues and in representations 
to Government and other stakeholders. 
 
 These portfolios and their representatives are detailed hereunder, 
 
• Industrial Relations and Employment – Cr Maria Woods 
• Finance & Economic Development – Cr Paul Braybrooks OAM 
• Governance, Functions and Responsibilities – Cr Rex Wilson OAM 
• Infrastructure – Cr Allan Smith 
• Planning – Cr Leo Kelly OAM 
• Natural Resources and Environmental Management – Cr Kevin Schreiber 
• Social Policy – Cr Julie Hegarty 
• Transport – Cr Bruce Miller 
The Interim Board has appointed Mr Bill Gillooly AM as the Chief 
Executive of Local Government NSW. 
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Financial Implications: 
There should be no significant impact on Bourke Shire Council. 
 
Recommendations: 
That the Information be noted 
 

 

File No: E2.1 

Report:  319/2013 Conduct of Local Government Elections 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Conduct of the Local Government Elections in New South Wales has for some time been 
undertaken by the New South Wales Electoral Commissioner, however, with the passing of the 
Local Government Amendment (Elections) Act  2011  on 27th June 2011 the responsibility for 
the conduct of the elections changed  and as a result there were  changes to the Local 
Government Act 1993 (the Act) concerning the conduct of elections. 
  
Current Situation: 
Since the passing of the above legislation and a subsequent amendment to section 296 of the 
Local Government Act it now provides that Council elections (and, by operation of section18 of 
the Act, constitutional referendums and polls) are to be administered by the General Manager. 
 
 However, a Council may, within 12 months after an ordinary election of Councillors for the 
area, resolve that the Council is to enter into a contract or make arrangements with the 
Electoral Commissioner for the NSW Electoral Commission to administer all elections for the 
Council (other than elections of mayors and deputy mayors by Councillors). If such a contract is 
entered into or such arrangements made, the Electoral Commissioner is to administer all the 
elections, constitutional referendums and polls of the Council until the conclusion of the 
following ordinary election for Councillors. 
  
Section 55(3) of the Act now provides that a Council need not invite tenders before entering 
into a contract with the Electoral Commissioner for the administration of the Council’s 
elections, constitutional referendums and polls. 
 
The conduct of an election is a very time consuming and onerous task and one that requires a 
thorough knowledge of the appropriate legislation which changes periodically and almost 
certainly, within each quadrennial period. The Electoral Commissioner’s core business is the 
conduct of elections and as such is always best equipped to undertake the role. 
 
The cost of our last election was $27,620  and it is doubtful whether Council by deciding to 
undertake to conduct elections “in house “ would achieve any substantive savings that would 
warrant the additional workload involved for the staff. 
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The Electoral Commissioner acts at “arms length” and is divorced from the impact any potential 
impact that may result from any dispute that arises during the conduct of the election. 
 
To source an appropriately experienced returning officer and to put into place all the necessary 
training manuals would also prove very difficult. 
 
Legislative Requirements 

296   Elections to be administered by General Manager of Council or Electoral Commissioner 

(1)  Elections for the purposes of this Chapter are to be administered by the General Manager of the 
Council concerned.  
Note. Section 18 provides that certain provisions of this Act (relating to the conduct of elections) 
apply to Council polls and constitutional referendums, with such modifications as may be 
necessary, in the same way as they apply to elections. 

(2)  Despite subsection (1), a Council may resolve that the Council is to enter into a contract or make 
arrangements with the Electoral Commissioner for the Electoral Commissioner to administer all 
elections for the Council for the purposes of this Chapter. 

(3)  Such a resolution may only be made within 12 months after an ordinary election of Councillors 
for the Council’s area. 

(4)  If such a contract is entered into or such arrangements made, the Electoral Commissioner is to 
administer all the elections of the Council until the conclusion of the following ordinary election 
for Councillors. 

(5)  In this section, election does not include an election of the mayor or a deputy mayor by the 
Councillors. 

296A   Elections administered by a General Manager 

(1)  This section applies to an election administered by the General Manager of a Council. 
(2)  The General Manager is to appoint a returning officer and a substitute returning officer for the 

election. In the absence of the returning officer, the substitute returning officer is to exercise the 
functions of the returning officer. 

(3)  The returning officer is to appoint one or more electoral officials. 
(4)  An employee of a Council for an area cannot be appointed as a returning officer or substitute 

returning officer for that area. However, an electoral official may be an employee of the Council. 
(5)  A General Manager cannot be appointed as a returning officer, substitute returning officer or 

electoral official for any area. 
(6)  For the purpose of conducting an election, the returning officer and substitute returning officer 

for an area are entitled to access to any relevant records of the Council for the area. 
(7)  For the purpose of administering an election, the General Manager is to:  
(a)  appoint the polling places, and 
(b)  determine the fees payable to the returning officer, substitute returning officer and electoral 

officials. 
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(8)  For the purpose of conducting an election, the returning officer is to determine any matter not 
provided for by this Act or the regulations. 

(9)  Expenses incurred by the returning officer, substitute returning officer and electoral officials in 
connection with an election are to be met by the Council. 

(10)  The returning officer and the substitute returning officer must not vote at any election that 
they are conducting. 

296B   Elections administered by the Electoral Commissioner 

(1)  This section applies to an election administered by the Electoral Commissioner. 
(2)  The Electoral Commissioner is to appoint a returning officer and a substitute returning officer 

for each area. The returning officer is to conduct elections on behalf of, and under the direction 
of, the Electoral Commissioner. In the absence of the returning officer, the substitute returning 
officer is to exercise the functions of the returning officer. 

(3)  The returning officer is to appoint one or more electoral officials. 
(4)  An employee of a Council for an area cannot be appointed as a returning officer or substitute 

returning officer for that area. However, an electoral official may be an employee of the Council. 
(5)  For the purpose of conducting an election, the returning officer and substitute returning officer 

for an area are entitled to access to any relevant records of the Council for the area. 
(6)  For the purpose of conducting an election, the Electoral Commissioner is to:  
(a)  appoint the polling places, and 
(b)  determine the fees payable to the returning officer, substitute returning officer and electoral 

officials, and 
(c)  determine any matter not provided for by this Act or the regulations. 
(7)  The Electoral Commissioner, the returning officer and the substitute returning officer must not 

vote at any election that they are conducting. 

297   Delegation of functions by the Electoral Commissioner 

The Electoral Commissioner may delegate to a person any of the Electoral Commissioner’s 
functions under this Act, other than this power of delegation. 
 
Financial Implications: 
Provision has been made in the budget for a contribution to a reserve to assist in the conduct of 
the quadrennial elections which are estimated to be around $30,000.00. The establishment of 
the reserve has allowed the costs to be apportioned over the four(4) year period. 
 
Recommendations: 
1. That Council enter into a contact with the Electoral Commissioner for the NSW 

Electoral Commission to administer all elections for Bourke Shire Council (other than 
the  elections the mayors and deputy mayor) up until and including the quadrennial 
elections scheduled for September 2016 
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File No: L4.1 

Report:  320/2013 North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library Service 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council has received an invitation from the North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library 
Service to attended their next meeting scheduled for Brewarrina on the 1st May 2013. 
 
The Executive Officer of the North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library Service and 
General Manager of Moree Plains Shire Council, David Aber, would like to detail  plans for the 
ongoing development of that library service and  discuss the potential benefits of Bourke Shire 
Council   considering becoming a member. 
  

 
Current Situation: 
The North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library Service currently consist of Moree Plains, 
Walgett and Brewarrina Shires with Gwydir Shire electing to withdraw last year and align 
themselves with Northern Regional Library at Tamworth. 
 
Bourke Shire Council is a “stand alone” library and has always operated that way. 
 
In a cooperative library staff still remain with the individual Councils whilst book stock is able to 
be shared and there is a generally a shared library management system and centralised 
procurement. 
 
The meeting will provide an opportunity to find out more about what services would be 
provided and at what cost and is effectively only a fact finding exercise at this stage. 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
At this stage no detail in relation to costs are available for comparative purposes. 
 
Recommendations: 
4. That Council  accept the invitation to attend the meeting at Brewarrina to hear details  

in relation to the plans for the North West Slopes and Plains Cooperative Library 
5. The Council appoint a Councillor representative (s) to attend and that they be 

accompanied by the General Manager and Library Manager 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 426/2013 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31.3.2013     

Balances as per Bank Statement 647,722.52 

Plus: Deposit not shown 1,213.75 

Less: Unpresented Cheques 14,481.91 

Less: Unpresented EFTPOS 469.55 

Balance as per Cash Book 633,984.81 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31.3.2013 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General 3,582,517.72 5,345,500.00 

Water 2,315,838.04  

Sewer 1,965,604.47  

Trust 85,153.26  

    

Total Funds 7,949,113.49  

 
Investments as at 31.3.2013 

National Australia Bank 246,131.75 4.58% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 576,635.94 4.61% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 307,595.76 4.56% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 518,405.93 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 463,202.20 4.25% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,357,457.16 4.23% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,036,645.69 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,200,000.00 4.35% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 609,054.25 4.35% 184 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 7,315,128.68    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 
Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31.3.2013 

Balance as per cash book 633,984.81 
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Investments 7,315,128.68 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger 7,949,113.49 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.3.2013 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 28.2.2013  31.3.2013 

General Fund 2,988,204.86 594,312.86 3,582,517.72 

Water Fund 2,381,504.88 -65,666.84 2,315,838.04 

Sewer Fund 1,941,325.37 24,279.10 1,965,604.47 

Trust Fund 85,199.76 -46.50 85,153.26 

Investments -6,983,675.95 -331,452.73 -7,315,128.68 

Totals 412,558.92 221,425.89 633,984.81 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 28.2.2013     412,558.92  

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates 178,584.74 

(b) Other Cash  2,031,433.77 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting 1,649,341.32 

(b) New Investment  339,251.30 

Balance as at 31.3.2013 633,984.81 

 
Recommendation: 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31.3.2013 be noted. 
 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 427/2013 Investment Report as at 31st March 2013 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 
basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
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Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The original 2012/13 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $300,000 which 
represents an estimated return of 4.6%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, 
Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cashflow 
requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s Investments held as at 31st March 2013 is. $7,315,128.68 
 
Investment income earned as at 31st March 2013 is $314,709.62. 
 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 – Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 

 
Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio is as follows 

 
Term Deposits 
Investments as at 31.3.2013 
National Australia Bank 246,131.75 4.58% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 576,635.94 4.61% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 307,595.76 4.56% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 518,405.93 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 463,202.20 4.25% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,357,457.16 4.23% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,036,645.69 4.26% 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,200,000.00 4.35% 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 609,054.25 4.35% 184 Days A1+ 

TOTAL INVESTMENTS 7,315,128.68    
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Percentage of Total Portfolio 100 % 
Average Investment Yield   4.38% 
 
Portfolio Performance 
The average 90 day BBSW (Bank Bill Swap Rate) as at the 31st March 2013 was 2.94% whilst the 
11 am Cash Rate was 3%. 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $331,452.73 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st March 2013 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 

adopted. 
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PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: S1.1 

Report: 906/2013 Sustaining Rural Communities Conference 2013 

Author:  

 
Sustaining Rural Communities Conference to be held in Narrabri 5th & 6th June 2013. Focusing 
on building the skills of delegates to enable their communities, harness the skills and harness 
the skills and resources of other community members and “get the job done”. 
 
Recommendation: 
For Council’s consideration 
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The 2013 Sustaining Rural Communities Conference 
“Cultivating Your Resilient Community”   

   

      5
th

 and 6
th

 June 2013 
Venue: Narrabri, Crossing Theatre 

People living in Regional Australia are used to ‘rolling up their sleeves and getting the job done’.  Given the multitude 
of issues that are occurring in Regional Australia this attitude is more important than ever.  Many of these issues 
(mining, water, carbon and new technologies including the National Broadcast Network) have the potential to create 
great opportunities for regional people, businesses and communities.  However people living in these regions need to 
have the necessary skills and support to take advantage of these opportunities.  

The fourth National ‘Sustaining Rural Communities’ Conference will focus on building the skills of delegates to enable 
them to go back to their communities, harness the skills and resources of other community members and ‘get the job 
done’.  

The event will focus on people and enable delegates to: 

 Build new networks 

 Develop new personal and professional skills 

 Learn more about the findings from recent regional research.  

Building the skills and capacity of people in Australia’s regions is vital if we are to collectively manage and take 
advantage of the opportunities these new challenges offer.   

This exciting conference is scheduled for 5th and 6th  June 2013. 

Click here to see  our session program. 

If you are interested in attending and would like to be kept up to date with developments please complete 
the expression of interest form: 

Please click here to register interest in the conference. 

Watch this space for developments 

 

http://www.sustainingruralcommunities.org.au/2013_Conference/2013_Program
http://www.sustainingruralcommunities.org.au/2013_Conference/Expression_of_Interest_2013_SRC_Conference
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 104/2013 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Scott Parnaby / Roads Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed between the 1

st
 March 2013 to the 5

th
 April                                            

2013. 
 
1. NORTH SECTOR – Dennis Tiffen/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

RLR 2 Wilganea Top grade completed 

RLR 3 Twin Rivers  Top grade completed 

RLR 12 Multagoona Top grade completed 

RLR 25 Lower Lila  Top grade in progress 

Training Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

 
2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR – John Reed/Team Leader  

Location Work Carried Out 

MR421  Bourke- Cobar Shoulder grading completed 

MR405 Bourke- Wanaaring Top grade completed 

MR 68s Bourke- Louth Top grade completed 

Training Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR – Jack Weilinga/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Town Stockpile Cart 7mm Aggregate for patching 

 Cart 10mm Aggregate for patching 

 Cart Crusher dust 

Other Moving various plant 

MR421  Bourke- Cobar Shoulder grading completed 

HWY 7n Bourke-Barringun Cart aggregate for reseals 

MR421 Bourke - Cobar Cart aggregate for reseals 

HWY 7n Bourke – Barringun  Winrae grid cleaned out and repaired 

Training Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

 
4. BITUMEN MAINTENANCE SECTOR – John Bartley/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

Bourke Township Pothole patching Town Streets 

SH 29 Bourke-Brewarrina Pot hole patching 

HWY 7 North Bourke-Barringun Pothole patching 

HWY 7 South Bourke-Bogan Pothole patching 

MR 421 Bourke-Cobar Pothole patching 

Hwy7n Bourke – QLD Border  Heavy patch completed 

HWY 7 n Bourke – QLD Border Slashing completed 

Training Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 
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5. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks and gardens regular mowing and maintenance carried out 
Sporting grounds mowed 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained 
Public Toilets cleaned and maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council Facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned and ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex General Maintenance carried out 
Prepare for Bourke Show 

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Davidson Oval Mark out football field for commencement 2013 union season 

Central Park Extra bins and power for functions  

Training Chainsaw Level 1 & 2 
Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

 
6. BUILDING SERVICES – Shannon Dwyer/Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Villages Fords Bridge: Measured Men’s & Ladies toilets 
Louth: Measured Men’s & Ladies toilets divider wall and replace guttering  

Medical Complex 58 Oxley Street: Repaired air-conditioner and fixed broken window 

Training Chainsaw Level 1 & 2 
Asbestos 
Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

Tourist Info Centre Boarded 14 windows up after been smashed 

Bourke Township Wharf: replace bolts on hand railing, tightened hand rail up, placed support 
bars on railing 
Davidson Oval: Welded goal post up 

Airport House Welded gate up 

Renshaw Complex Preparing for Bourke Show: Clean up all broken lavers, welded mesh bench’s 
for wool shed, parched hole in kitchen, reline bench top in kitchens, Put new 
benches in jockey room, welded patch over jockeys door, re-screwed facer a 
pavilion. 

Dentist Prepared surgery for incoming Eye Team, removed dentist chair 
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7. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader from   30/11 to 28/12/2012 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Daily   

Cemetery Nil 

Rest Areas Weekly cleaning and rubbish removal and cleaning road side 

Staff Training Chainsaw Training 13/3/2013 
Forklift, Backhoe, Skid Steer and Cherry Picker 

General Prune trees, Polygonum Swamp Rd for garbage truck 
Ongoing tree pruning town streets 
Traffic control Mitchell Street for tree removal with A1 Trees Service 
Cover cricket pitch at Davidson Oval with sand 
Remove blisters in Oxley Street 
Pick up needle from Short Street 
Ongoing delivery of sand to footpaths 
Ongoing town street graveling 
Contractors – Cleaning Footpath pavers Main Street 
Erect new flag pole at Cenotaph Central Park 

Sundry Debtors 920571 Crusher Dust 
920572 Crane 
920573 Crane 
920574 Crane 
920575 Traffic Control Essential Energy 
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8. WORKSHOP – Neil Driscoll/Plant Foreman 

Plant No 
Rego 

Description Work Carried Out 

101 
10640-C 

2010 Kubota  Replace deck cover 

107 
73635-C 

2009 Kubota   Replace wheel bearings on deck 
 Replace mower belts and blades 

109 
07615-C 

2011 Toro  Replace UHF antenna 
 Repair roof 
 Tighten fan 
 350 hr service 

126 
L98361 

1999 Tray mark  Replace water pump 

130 
YWE 633 

2003 Case 75XT  Replace door rubber and gas strut 
 Replace gas strut on rear engine bay cover 

131 AY 22 KL 2008 caterpillar 12M  6,000 hr service  
 Replace headlights LH door glass 
 Replace lift arm bushes and wiper blades 

135 
BD 37 AJ 

2009 Volvo  500 hr service 
 Repair light 

137 
DH 91 BK 

2010 Volvo G940  Adjust blade 
 Replace aerial 
 3,500 he service 

138 
 

Toro Mower  200 he service 
 Replace blades 

14 
 

2010 Isuzu D/Max  Remove stone from brake calliper 

140 
AK 24 LO 

Caterpillar 12H  Replace No3 injector 
 Replace computer 
 Change engine oil and filters 

144 
AH 13 CI 

Franna  Replace reversing light globe and fuse 

151 
AN 89 YF 

2006 Volvo G940  Replace air compressor hose 

171 
BN 04 EY 

2002 Isuzu 1400 FY FVZ  Fit hot tip kit to spray nozzles 
 Repair water tank 
 Replace rear broom switch 

18 
CHP 24W 

2012 Mazda BT-50  5,000 km Service 

20  
 

Holden Commodore  60,000km service 

216 
YZH 349 

2004 Hino  16,000km service 
 Adjust brakes 
 Change RHF tyre 

218 
 

2012 Hino  5,000 km service 
 Replace transmission hose 
 Add transfer to side of truck body 
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 Repair broken pipe on bin lifter 

23 
 

2012 Isuzu D/Max  50,000km service 

236 
J43715 

Highgate Water tank  Replace water pipe 

27 
 

2009 Isuzu 450  85,000 service 

299 
 

Komatsu  Replace hydraulic hose 

30 
 

2012 Mitsubishi BT-50  45,000km service 
 Weld bull bar 

305 
 

2012 Mazda  15,0000 service 

32 
 

2011 Isuzu NPR 400  Replace all of the air cleaner assembly 
 Remove and clean all intake pipes of dust 
 Replace rear mudflaps 

404 
 

2010 Isuzu 500 Short FRR  30,000 km service 

42 
F-29746 

1960 Home Made  Check wheel bearings 

48 
AZ 90 ZJ 

2009 Freightliner CL 120  Replace air drier 
 250,000 km service 
 Change hydraulic filter 
 Repair front lights 

49 
 

2011 Mazda BT-50  35,000 km service 

51 
AB 97 TB 

2004 Isuzu 400 NPR 400  Replace air con hose and clean out vents 

55 
AU 97 TV 

Hino  Service 
 Check air conditioner 

56 
BZ U4 9B 

2011 Mazda BT-50  65,000 km service 

60 
AV 25 YJ 

2008 Freightliner Columbia  Repair drier air leak 

62 
 

2010 Delta  Replace blades 
 Replace hydraulic hoses 

66 
 

Isuzu  150,000 service 

68 
X5 08 02 

2011 Moore  Repair tarp bar and weld handle 
 Check wheel bearings 

69 
X5 08 03 

2011 Moore  Check wheel bearings 

70 
CHP 24V 

2012 Mazda BT-50  25,000 km service 
 Install driving lights 
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74 
 

Case  Replace AM radio 
 Check oils 

8 
CH 14 5G 

Toyota PRADO  25,000 km service 

84 
YGQ 913 

Case 580 Super M  Repair leak on hoe 

87 
BM 44 KN 

2011 Isuzu 300 NPS  Repair tail lights 
 Replace aux fuel tank fuse 

88 
 

2012 Colorado  Replace driving lights 
 Clean rear door locks 
 Repair revolving light bar 
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9.   Water and Wastewater – Richard Stephens/Team Leader 

  
WATER SUPPLY PLANNED MAINTENANCE 
  

ACTIVITY REQUIRED INTERVAL 
DATE CARRIED OUT / OR PROGRAMMED 

FOR 

River mains flushing 
12 months or as 

required 
 

Ongoing 

Potable mains flushing 
12 months or as 

required 
 

Ongoing 

Hydrant painting and cleaning  12 months   As required 

Bourke river pumps annual maintenance 12 months 
June 2014, Next 
Service 

 

Alignment of stop valve covers checked 12 months   Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration 
(flow meters) 

12 months 
July 2013, 

Next Service 

 

 

Reservoir cleaning 

 
5 years 

 

2012 

 

Completed 

Reservoir inspection 24 months 2014                  In  
Programme 

        WATER & SEWERAGE SYSTEM PLANNED MAINTENANCE  

ACTIVITY 
REQUIRED 
INTERVAL 

DATE CARRIED OUT / OR 
PROGRAMMED FOR 

Bourke WTP daily maintenance Daily Ongoing 

Bourke WTP tests  Daily Ongoing 

Bourke STP and WTP weed spraying / slashing As required Ongoing 

Bourke STP bank grading (to fill scours & cracks) Annually As Required 

Bourke WTP chemical pump calibrations Daily Ongoing 

Sewerage pump monitoring Daily Ongoing 

Sewer manholes & risers inspection Annually Ongoing 

Preventative maintenance sewer pump inspection Annually Ongoing 

Instrumentation test and calibration (flow meters) Annually July 2013 

Main cleaning & pump station desilting  As required March 2014 

Bore Inspection 5 Years NSW Office of Water 

 

 

Reg B/M 

Local B/M 
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WATER SUPPLY & SEWERAGE SYSTEM UNPLANNED MAINTENANCE –  2013 

Main breaks repaired for March 6 Sewer chokes for march cleared: 11 

Annual Main  Breaks 15 Annual Sewer Chokes 24 

Raw: 13 Boundaries replaced: 4 

Potable: 4   

Year to date:  2012 water meters   

Faulty Meters replaced  67  

New Connections   8  

Total Replacements in 2011/2012  75  

Year to date:  2013 water meters  

Faulty Meter replaced  57  

New Connections  2  

Total Replacements in 2012/2013  59  
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BOURKE SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT EPA LICENCE COMPLIANCE  

Record of Effluent Analysis from January 2013 

  

POLLUTANT 
UNIT OF 

MEASURE 

LICENCE 100 
PERCENTILE 

CONCENTRATION 
LIMIT 

September   
2012 TEST  

October 
2012 TEST  

November 
2012 TEST  

   December     
2012 TEST  

January         
2013 TEST  

February          
2013 TEST  

March 
2013 TEST 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 3 <2 <2 <2 <2 <2 

pH  6.5-8.5 8.87 8.4 9.21 9.67 8.99 9.28 9.45 

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 40 9.6 7 4.5 7.3 8.4 12.4 8.2 

Phosphorus 
(total) 

mg/L 10 3.6 3 2.4 1.4 1.5 0.99 0.99 

Total suspended 
solids 

mg/L 65 9 136 30 58 48 62 52 

Biochemical 
oxygen demand 

mg/L 55 9 8 7 17 25 21 19 

 



 

MONTH PEAK DAILY FLOW (KL) 
AVERAGE DAILY FLOW 

(KL) 
CUMULATIVE ANNUAL 

FLOW (ML) 

January 2013 0 No Flow 0 

February 2013 0 No Flow 0 

March 2013 1209 39 0.013 

 
 Next Test of effluent analysis is from March 2013 
 Record  Daily Effluent Flow 
 Licence conditions: Peak daily flow not to exceed 1500KL 
 Annual flow not to exceed 219ML 

 Readings reflect the reporting year for sewage, which is 1st January to 31st December. 
 
RECORD OF WATER USAGE  
For the period, 01/01/13 to 31/03/13 Council’s meters indicated the following water usage: 
 

Water usage for January through to March 2013:  

WATER SCHEME 
ANNUAL 

ALLOCATION 
(ML) 

TOTAL USAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

USAGE YEAR 
TO DATE (ML) 

DAILY AVERAGE 
FOR THE 

PERIOD (ML) 

DAILY AVERAGE 
YEAR TO DATE 

(ML) 

Bourke potable  46 175.9 2.4 2.2 

Bourke  river 3500 168.3 784.5 5.4 8.7 

North Bourke village raw 750 24 88.69 0.6 0.97 

 
Rainfall in Bourke for March period: 21.2 mm 

Location Work Carried Out 

Job Requests Actioned and ongoing 

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Villages:- 
 

Louth: Installed bigger pump 
            Installed water metre, upgraded pipe two tanks and electrical box 
            Dug up raw main  
Enngonia: Fixed toilets in hall 

Water Serviced raw main in Short Street 
Raw main in Waters Park 
New services at Cullie Street 
Broken Filtered main in Anson 
Serviced raw main Oxley Street 
Multiple leaking services  
Serviced raw main in Adelaide street 
Serviced filtered main in Mitchell Street 
Serviced raw main over at Gorrell Ave 

Sewer Ongoing Sewer manhole lids replaced 
Multiple sewer chokes boundaries and mains 

Training Asbestos 
Chlorine  
Backhoe & Forklift 

Maintenance Small plant serviced, cleaned & maintained 
All yards mowed and cleaned 
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Read water metres 
Replaced faulty water metres 
Replaced showers at Davidson Oval 

 
Recommendation: 
That the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 22

nd
 April 

2013 be noted. 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT  

 

File No: D3.2 

Report:  204/2013 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Environmental Support Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated CDC 
2013/0003 

Lot 16, Section 43, DP 
758144 
98 Oxley Street, Bourke 

Install inground swimming pool 

Delegated DA 2013/0004 Lot 13, DP 786330 
Mt Oxley 

Install 4.7m Satellite dish, underground 
cabling and 80kva generator 

Total value of Approved works for March 2013   =$95,000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for March 2013  = 1  
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for March 2013 =1 
 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 204/2013 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 

Seized 4 0 

Surrendered 1 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 5 0 

Euthanased 2 0 

Returned to Owner 1 0 

Released from Pound 1 0 

Re-housed 0 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 1 0 

Total 5 0 

Micro-chip Implantations 1 0 

Infringement Notices 1 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 
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Orders 

Address Reason Why Works Required Status Action Taken 

15 Mertin St 
Bourke 

Heath hazard Clean vegetation overgrowth, 
remove asbestos waste and 
contaminated soils from the 
land 

Current Quote obtained by 
Council for clean up 

9 Charles St 
Bourke 

Heath hazard Clean vegetation overgrown, 
remove asbestos waste and 
contaminated soils from the 
land 

Current Quote obtained by 
Council for clean up 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrol’s of Councils Reserve’s  
 

 

File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 204/2013 Swimming Pool Report 

Responsible Officer: John & Tanya Milgate, Pool Managers 

 
Attendance for March 2013 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults  282 Adults 103 

Children (2+) 417 Children (2+) 182 

Children (<2) 14 Children (<2) 14 

Pensioners 27 Pensioners 6 

School Groups 464 Total for Month 1509 

Total attendance for 2012/2013 swimming season     27,734 

 
Recommendation 
That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 22

nd
 

April 2013 be received and noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 404/2013 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
21

st
 March 2013 

 
This week is senior’s week and there ha s already been a number of activities for the senior citizens of our 
community with still more to come. 
 
Today (Thursday) there is a lunchtime function at the Bourke Bowling Club commencing at 12.30. A meal will 
be provided and there will also be entertainment supplied by Mary Ronayne. 
 
Tomorrow (Friday) there is a cruise on the Jandra Paddle Boat followed by lunch at Kidman’s Camp. 
Saturday is a free day. 
 
Sunday the 24

th
 March see the final event for what has been an extremely busy week with a barbeque lunch at 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre Cafe provided by Bourke Rotary with the local branch of Far West supplying 
sweets. 
 
All these events are free and seniors invited to attend. To assist with catering it would be appreciated if you 
could call Letiticia Tiffen on 02 68 308000. 
 
It is great to see all the assistance provided by the community for Senior citizens week with all meals and 
prizes being donated.   
 

 
The Council Meeting scheduled for this Monday, 25

th
 March will commence at the later time of 11.00am with 

the public forum scheduled to commence at 11.30am.  The public forum provides the opportunity for any 
member of the public to raise issues with their elected members and senior staff of Council. 
 

 
The Jandra is back in the water after its scheduled maintenance and depending on the flows in the River 
should be operational right through our peak tourist season. If you are having visitors or are asked what can 
you do whilst in Bourke be sure to let them know about the majestic river boat ride that is available on the 
Jandra. 
 

 
Councillors and Staff  throughout New South Wales are now subject to a  revised Code of Conduct with the 
new code being effective from 1

st
 March 20013. Bourke Shire Council have adopted the Model Code of 

Conduct as developed by the Division of Local Government. 
 

 
The recent flow in the Darling was welcomed by all and provided a much needed fresh and boost to the water 
availability particularly for those farmers involved in irrigation. 
 
The River peaked at around 8.30 metres and it is anticipated that the next peak will be around the same height 
and should pass through Bourke in early April 2013. 
  

  
The Local Government Independent Review Panel’s online survey relating to their paper, Better, Stronger Local 
Government-The Case for Sustainable Change will close on Friday. The survey is able to be accessed on the 
Independent Review Panel Website www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au. 

http://www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au/
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Once you are on the home page just click on the “have your say” link and it will take you to the survey.  If you 
are interested in what the Local Independent Review Panel are working on their website has a lot of 
information and contains the latest press releases. 
 

 
Glen Inglis a member of the Local Government Independent Review Panel will be visiting Bourke on Monday 
25

th
 March 2013 to address council and staff on the options currently being suggested for Councils in the 

Western New South Wales. There are a few options being discussed including an increased level of resource 
sharing between Councils. 
 
The Independent Review Panel will be preparing their next paper early in April, which will hopefully give a 
much clearer indication of the changes that intend to recommend. There will be an ongoing opportunity for 
Councils and the community to comment. As more details are released I will include them in this column. I 
would encourage residents to visit the Panel’s website to get a clearer indication of the review process which 
is being undertaken. 
 

 
The merger of the Local Government Association of New South Wales and the Shires Association of New South 
Wales took effect on the 1

st
 March 2013 and the new entity is known as Local Government New South Wales. 

The new organisation will be run by an interim board up until the first Annual conference of Local Government 
New South Wales scheduled for October 2013 
 

 
The new garbage truck has been localised with the addition of the signage depicting Henry Lawson’s quote “if 
you know Bourke .........you know Australia.” The truck has had some early problems and is now operating well. 
The Council is justifiably proud of its modern and well maintained  plant fleet which is an extremely important 
component  in enabling Council to provide  a high level of service over such a vast area. 
 

 
It is a shame that the road side recycling collection service provided by Birrang has had to the suspended as is 
a tremendous initiative and one that seemed to get an increasing level of community support. Recycling has is 
becoming an extremely important in most towns and in particular those which large volumes of recycling 
material and if we are to ensure that we protect our environment it is something that should be encouraged. 
Let’s hope that the service is shortly able to resume. 
 

 
The Bourke Show is just around the corner and I note that the committee has been boosted by a number of 
new members in key positions. To organise a show takes a huge commitment not only for the week of the 
show but the period leading up to the show day and period after when the planning starts  again for the next 
year.  
 

 
Easter is next week and no doubt a number of residents will be travelling to see family and friends and I trust 
all have a safe journey.  Remember to check your car before setting off, ensure that you have adequate breaks 
and if travelling at night in particular be mindful of the wildlife on the roads. 
 
Nomination forms for the New South Wales Tidy Towns Competition have just been received by Council and 
copies have been forwarded to the Progress Associations in the villages. During our recent round of village 
tours, I was impressed by the presentation of the villages and the level of voluntary work done by members of 
the various communities in ensuring the villages were neat and tidy and I am sure that a number of the villages 
would worthy of an entry to the competition.  
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I encourage all business owners to attend the meeting to re-establish the Business House Group as it will 
provide an ideal forum to be able to promote the business sector within Bourke.  The meeting is to be held on 
the 26

th
 March 2013 and scheduled to start at 5.15pm at the Council Chambers. 

 

 
28th March 2013 
 
The meeting to form a Bourke Business Group was held on Tuesday night with the “Bourke Business and 
Development Committee” being formed with the Inaugural chairperson being David Randall the Deputy 
Chairperson Ben Richie and the Secretary Phillip Parnaby. The meeting was very well attended indicating the 
strong support for such an organisation which will undertake several initiatives that will be a positive for the 
ongoing growth of Bourke and in particular the strengthening of the business sector. 
 

 
While the roadside recycling service has temporarily ceased the recycling facility operated by Birrang is still 
operational with residents encouraged to take their recycling bags to the Birrang facility located in Anson 
Street. 
 
As I have indicated before recycling is a great initiative and should be supported. 
 

 
Council will hold an Extraordinary Meeting on the 8

th
 April to review the budget proposed to be included in the 

Operational Plan for 2013/2014. Staff have been reviewing both the recurrent and proposed capital 
expenditure for 2013/2014 and will be attempting to put together as far as possible a balanced budget for 
consideration by Council. The budget process is also utilised to determine the rating structure and setting of 
fees and charges for 2013/2014 
 

 
The Orana to the Digital Economy Conference and Texpo will be held concurrently in Bourke, Dubbo and 
Mudgee on the 22

nd
 and 23

rd
 April. This is an event that has been developed by Regional Development 

Australia Orana for the purpose of showcasing the many benefits and new opportunities that higher 
broadband speeds will bring as the NBN is rolled out. The event will be broadcast live to Bourke and will be 
hosted at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. 
  

 
With Easter now approaching locals will have noticed a big increase in the number of visitors to town. The 
Exhibition Centre and Crossley engine are already experiencing an increase in visitation and I am sure that a 
positive season is ahead. 
 

 
Easter Saturday will also see the monthly markets at the Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct. A number of local stall 
holders should again be present and the markets provides an opportunity to enjoy a relaxed Saturday morning 
and catch up with friends. No doubt with the Easter holidays a number of ex-residents and visitors will also be 
in town. 
 

 
Bourke Rural Counselling is updating the on-line community calendar for the area. This will enable people to 
log their event and hopefully reduce the instances of events clashing. I would encourage all organizations to 
support the calendar. 
 

 
The Daring River is anticipated to again peak at around 8.30 metres over the next week with no real problems 
expected as a result of the peak and with only minor flood levels being reached. 
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Prior to the meeting of Council held on Monday, 25
th

 March 2013 Council were given a presentation by Glen 
Inglis a member of the Independent Local Government Review Panel who addressed Council on the ongoing 
work of the Panel and in particular their paper Better, Stronger Local Government – The Case for Sustainable 
Change.  The paper is on their website www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au  The Panel have looked at all 
aspects of Local Government  under the following headings. The Current Local Government system and the 
challenges faced, fiscal responsibility and financial management, services and infrastructure, structures and 
boundaries, governance and a compact for change and improvement. 
 
The Panel in their work in relation to structures and boundaries have also had to consider the State 
Government  commitment of no forced amalgamations and this position was reinforced by the Minister for 
Local Government Don Page late last week. 
 
In their work the Panel have highlighted that their can’t be a one size fits all approach to Local  Government 
with the operations of large metropolitan councils different to those of the smaller rural councils and this 
difference is largely  not recognized in the current legislation. 
 
The Panel will be amongst a myriad of matters looking at the current rating legislation, revenue issues, 
infrastructure backlog, productivity and efficiency, role of mayors, regional collaboration and shared services, 
audit processes, financial viability and sustainability. 
 
The Panel will be looking at the delivery of Water and Wastewater Services within the State and the 
recommendations coming out of previous reports that the number of water authorities should be reduced 
from 104 individual Councils to 30 or 32 regional authorities or 15 catchment based authorities. 
 
The Panel have also recognized the Councils in Western New South Wales face particular challenges and they 
have been subject to an increased focus and this was one of the reasons for the visits by Glen Inglis to Bourke 
and the other Western Councils. 
 
The paper recognizes that amalgamations of Council in the west of the state is not a realistic  approach. When 
in Bourke, Glen Inglis provided additional information to detailed preliminary ideas within the Panels Paper 
relating to alternative models of Local Government in the Western areas, including a regional approach and 
the involvement of Councils in the delivery of programs in conjunction with State and Federal Governments.  
 

 
Congratulations to all those involved in the development of new visitor attractions starting in Bourke this 
Easter. Andrew Hull and his team have begun the Kidman’s Camp BBQ’s including a performance by Andrew of 
his stories, poems and music. I understand that there were over 50 people at the first night’s BBQ last Friday. 
Congratulations also to National Parks and Wildlife on their initiative in organizing tours down to Tooralé. I am 
sure that these will be popular. I also say a big welcome to Luke Thomas and his team of Clydesdales, Bullocks, 
Ducks, Dogs and Camels. Luke will begin his Back O’ Bourke Outback Show out at the Exhibition Centre from 
Good Friday. The performance is a mixture of factual tales of a bygone era , demonstrations of cooperation 
between man and animal  and extraordinary acts performed by the team of coloured trick Horses. Tickets for 
the show can be purchased at the Exhibition Centre with this show now packaged with the PV Jandra and the 
Exhibition Centre. 
 
As the river is continuing to rise the PV Jandra is unfortunately unable to operate even though only very minor 
flooding is expected. As soon as the peak passes the Jandra will be back in action.  
 

 
Still on the tourism front there are two workshops planned for Bourke on the 8

th
 April which may be of 

interest. The Inland Tourist Organisation in conjunction with Bourke Shire Council will be delivering ‘marketing 
101’ and ‘Online Marketing and Social Media’. While these sessions are aimed at tourism businesses I am sure 
that all business would benefit. Those that would like further information should contact Phil Johnston at the 
office.  
 

http://www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au/
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4
th

 April 2013 
 
Bourke Shire Council is a member of the Lower Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance along with Brewarrina, 
Warren, Narromine, Cobar, Narromine, Bogan, Wellington and Dubbo Councils. The Alliance has provided the 
opportunity for the members to make significant progress in best practice management in a number of areas 
to do with integrated water cycle water management, demand management and drought management. The 
Alliance has also provided the opportunity for an increased level of resource sharing and staff development.  
 

 
A reminder that whilst the roadside recycling collection service operated by Birrang  has temporarily ceased 
the recycling facility is still operational with residents encouraged to take their recycling bags to the Birrang  
recycling centre located  at 23 Anson Street. 
 

 
Senior’s Week within Bourke received some very positive feedback with all persons attending the functions 
having a very enjoyable time.  Comment was made to me that the range of activities provided would be equal 
to anywhere in the state. The success of the week was due to the excellent level of support shown by the 
various community groups within Bourke and the generous support of a number of local businesses. 
 

 
At the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 25

th
 March, Council called for a report to update 

Councillors on the current tree replacement program, this report will be presented at the May Meeting.  
Unfortunately, a number of trees are causing a considerable amount of damage to infrastructure both above 
and below the ground. 
 

 
The Orana to the Digital Economy Conference and Texpo will be held concurrently in Bourke, Dubbo and 
Mudgee on the 22

nd
 and 23

rd
 of April. This is an event that has been developed by Regional Development 

Australia Orana for the purpose of showcasing the many benefits and new opportunities that higher 
broadband speeds will bring as the NBN is rolled out. The event will be broadcast live to Bourke and will be 
hosted at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. If you wish to get further information on the Conference and 
Texpo or register your attendance you can visit www.oranatexpo.com.au  
 

 
As I mentioned in last week’s column the Rural Counseling Service has established an on-line community 
calendar of events for the Bourke area and it enables people to log their event and hopefully reduce the 
instances of events clashing. The calendar can be accessed by visiting www.bourkercs.com.au and there is also 
a link from Bourke Shire website which is www.bourke.nsw.gov.au It is a great initiative and will hopefully 
assist organisations in planning their events to maximize attendance and publicity for the event. To log your 
event simply send the details via email to bourkercs@bigpond.com.au or if you have any queries send an 
email to the same address should see that query answered. 
 

 
Council will be forwarding a submission to the Local Government Independent Review Panel regarding their 
last paper Better, Stronger Local Government – The Case for Sustainable Change.  The paper can be found at 
www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au  
The Panel will be releasing their next paper later this month and that will provide a clearer indication of the 
views of the Panel following their review of the feedback from their initial two papers and also provide an 
opportunity for further consultation and  input before the Panel puts their final recommendations to the 
Minister around late July. 
 
It is anticipated that following the release of the paper in July the Panel will be undertaking a series of “road 
shows” to regionally strategic locations throughout the state to meet with Councils and communities 
 

 

http://www.oranatexpo.com.au/
http://www.bourkercs.com.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:bourkercs@bigpond.com.au
http://www.localgovernmentreview.nsw.gov.au/
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The peak in the Darling River is expected in a few days and will be around 8.30 metres with only minor flood 
levels being reached. It is a quirk of nature while we are experiencing a significantly dry period right across the 
shire the River is at flood levels. 
 

 
Along with representatives of a number of organisations who have provided assistance to Bourke High School 
in the operation of a some of their vocational training courses I was invited to a “Brunch” last Thursday to get 
an understanding of further initiatives being planned for this year and also be provided with an overview of 
the results of past initiatives.  
 
If I had to describe the morning in a word; it would be “excellent” 
 
The “Brunch” was provided by the Year 11 Hospitality Class and I must say was tremendous and a credit to 
both the students and teachers involved. The professional appearance and attitude of the students, the 
presentation of the venue including tablecloths and the mouth-watering food all showcased the talent of the 
students and made for a very enjoyable morning. All guests were extremely impressed with what the students 
have achieved and I for one will certainly be attending future events if again invited.  
 
The school was extremely appreciative of the support shown by local employers in providing opportunities for 
students to be able to get a better understanding of the roles and responsibilities of various jobs. Any 
employer who has thought about being involved in becoming involved in the vocational training opportunities 
provided by the school should contact the school for further details. 
 

 
The opera “The Revenge of the Bat” will be held at the Bourke Bowling Club on the 14

th
 April 2013 and will 

give the opportunity for all residents to be able experience a night at the opera without the time and expense 
of having to travel to one of the capital or larger regional cities. The initiative to bring the opera to the rural 
areas has been made possible by the support of both the government and corporate sectors. 
 

 
Council at its meeting held on the 25

th
 March endorsed for the advertising of the revised draft of the 

Community Strategic Plan (CSP). The CSP is required to be advertised for a minimum period of 28 days during 
such time the opportunity is available for individuals and organisations to make submissions in relation to the 
CSP which may include the identification of additional matters to be included in the CSP. The closing date for 
submissions will be the 10

th
 May 2012. 

 

 
With the tourist season for the Region now approaching its peak period, the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
will be open seven (7) days a week and the Jandra will also operate seven (7) days a week as soon as the 
current peak in the river passes. The new attraction at the Centre highlighted by the Bullock Teams held 11am, 
Tuesday through Sunday will hopefully see a boost in Tourism numbers and result in an increase in the length 
of stay of the visitors. 
The increased traffic and number of visitors in Bourke over the Easter period is a positive indication of 
increased visitation to Bourke during our tourist season.  
 

 
The Bourke Reunion will be held in Dubbo on the 13

th
 April 2013 and with so many ex-Bourke people living in 

and around Dubbo should be well attended and provide the opportunity to catch up with family and friends. 
 

 
There is an extraordinary Meeting of Council scheduled for Monday, 8

th
 April 2013 to consider the Operational 

Plan for 2013/2014 and Delivery Plans for 2013/2016. 
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The Bourke Show Committee have been working hard to make this year’s show a success having  Dick Smith 
accepted the invitation to open the show is a significant  coup for the Committee.  Dick Smith is a very well 
known and respected businessman, aviator and philanthropist and I am sure that his address should be of 
interest to all. 
 

 
11th April 2013 
 
Together with the Mayor Andrew Lewis and Lorraine, Annette and I attended the 20

th
 birthday celebrations of 

the Bourke Garden Club held at the Bourke TAFE. The function featured a collection of memorabilia, which in 
part traced the history of the Club over the twenty-year period. The celebration also provided the opportunity 
for the interaction of members past and present and to remember members who had contributed to the 
Garden Clubs success over the years. Well done to all involved and in particular to those foundation members 
who are still active with the Club. 
 

 
The Opera “The Revenge of the Bat” is to be held this Sunday, 14

th
 April 2013 at the Bourke Bowling Club and 

should be a good night providing a type of entertainment not regularly featured in smaller centres such as 
Bourke. Tickets are $35.00 and if you have not experienced the opportunity to attend an opera performance 
previously then Sunday will provide this opportunity.  Why not get a group together and have a good night. 
 

 
Council is required to have in place a Panel of Code of Conduct Reviewers to handle any complaints that may 
arise from alleged breaches of Councils Code of Conduct. In order to minimise costs relating to the 
appointment of Panel Members Council has joined with all other members of the Orana Regional Organisation 
of Councils (OROC) in place advertisements for persons to form part of a Panel, which may be called upon to 
investigate a breach of the Code of Conduct. An advertisement   will shortly appear in the Sydney and local 
press.  
 

 
The Orana to the Digital Economy Conference and Texpo will be held concurrently in Bourke, Dubbo and 
Mudgee on the 22

nd
 and 23

rd
 of April. This is an event that has been developed by Regional Development 

Australia Orana for showcasing the many benefits and new opportunities that higher broadband speeds will 
bring as the NBN is rolled out. The event will be broadcast live to Bourke and will be hosted at the Back O’ 
Bourke Exhibition Centre. If you wish to get further information on the Conference and Texpo or register your 
attendance you can visit www.oranatexpo.com.au  
 

 
Council is currently calling for submissions and/or feedback in relation to the revised draft of the Community 
Strategic Plan. Copies of the Community Strategic Plan (CSP) are available from Council’s Office and will also be 
on the Council website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au.  Submissions in relation to the CSP including the 
identification of additional matters that may be included in the CSP will be received up until 5.00p.m. 15

th
 May 

2012. 
 

 
As part of its Annual reporting requirements, Council is required to develop a Delivery Program for the next 
four (4) years (2013/2017) and an Operational Plan for the next twelve months. Like a number of other 
Councils Bourke Shire has elected to publish a combined document for ease of reference. 
 
The Draft Document was approved for advertising at the Extraordinary Meeting of Council held on the 8th 
April 2013. 
 
As with the Community Strategic Plan, there is a requirement for the document to be advertised for a period 
of twenty eight (28) days during which time members of the public will be invited to make a submission 
relating to contents within the document. The period of advertising will commence from Monday, 15th April 
and will be received up until Wednesday, 15

th
 May 2013.  A copy of the Delivery Programme/ Operational Plan 

http://www.oranatexpo.com.au/
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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can be obtained by contacting the Bourke Shire office or visiting the website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au Council 
will consider all submissions prior to the adoption of the Draft Delivery Program and Operational Plan planned 
for the meeting of Council scheduled for the 27

th
 May 2013. 

 

 

As I have mentioned previously in this column there are two significant reviews currently taking place with 
Local Government in New South Wales at the moment; the Local Government Act Taskforce is reviewing the 
Local Government Act 1993 and has recently released another paper "A New Local Government Act for 
NSW" which is available from their website. 

 

Submissions in relation to the latest paper will be received up until 28th June 2013. The latest paper will be 
distributed to all Councillors and will be discussed at the May Meeting. The Local Government Act Taskforce 
will undertake another round of consultation during the period leading up to the close of submissions and it 
is anticipated Bourke Shire will attend. 

 

 
The other review being conducted by Local Government Independent Review Panel and review is wide ranging 
and details are contained within last paper Better, Stronger Local Government – The Case for Sustainable 
Change.  The paper is on their website governmentreview.nsw.gov.au.  Also on the website are copies of 
submissions made by Councils organisations and individuals in relation to the paper. As mentioned in last 
week’s column the next paper from the Panel will be released in around two weeks and it will provide some 
insight into the proposed recommendations for change and of interest to all Councils will be any 
recommendations that may be made in relation to boundaries and structures.  An extensive round of 
consultation will take place prior to any firm recommendations going to the Minister in July. 
 

A reminder that the suspension of the roadside collection has not meant a suspension of Birrang’s recycling 
enterprise with commercial collection still taking place and recycling able to be delivered to Birrang’s Anson 
Street premises. 

 

 
The Electoral Funding Authority will visit Bourke on the 22

nd
 April 2013 to conduct a seminar relating to the 

ongoing obligations of Councillors to comply with the provisions of the Electoral Funding, Expenditure and 
Disclosure Act 1981. Each elected member is required every twelve months to lodge with the Electoral Funding 
Authority (EFA) a disclosure of political donations received and electoral expenditure incurred. 
 

 
With the river now at its peak we are expecting to have the Jandra cruising again very soon. We have once 
again had a delayed start to the cruising season but the Jandra should be back in operation in time for the New 
South Wales School holiday period. 
 

 
Mayor Andrew Lewis and I will be travelling to Coonamble for the next meeting of the Orana Regional 
Organisation of Councils (OROC). The meetings are a valuable forum to discuss issues impacting on the Orana 
Region. The group through the efforts of Ashley Wielinga General Manager of Warren Shire (and ex Bourke 
resident) has also been able to negotiate a bulk electricity supply contact which will deliver some significant 
savings to all Councils.  
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/information/A%20New%20Local%20Government%20Act%20For%20NSW%20-%20Discussion%20Paper%20-%20April%202013.pdf
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/information/A%20New%20Local%20Government%20Act%20For%20NSW%20-%20Discussion%20Paper%20-%20April%202013.pdf
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OROC also coordinates a number of other forums for specialist groups e.g. Human Resources, enabling that 
staff members of each of the Councils can come together to both share ideas and keep up to date with 
changes in legislation impacting on their areas of responsibility.  
 

 
Work will commence next week on two projects the first being the demolition of the old bridge over the Bogan 
River at Beemery and the other is the  rehabilitation of a large section of the State Highway South of Enngonia 
with both being undertaken on behalf of the Roads and Maritime Services. 
 

 
With the school holidays about to commence parents are reminded of the excellent range of material that is 
available from the Bourke Library. Membership of the Library is free as is borrowing although a small deposit is 
charged for the borrowing of some of the DVDs which is refundable on return 
 

 
18

th
 April 2013  

 
There is an excellent range and variety of material that is available from the Bourke Public Library, with the 
service also attracting a great deal of positive comment from long term users, new residents and visitors. 
Membership of the Library is free, as is borrowing, although a small deposit is charged for the borrowing of 
some DVDs which is refundable on return.  
 

 
The Opera “Revenge of the Bat” held last Sunday night at the Bowling Club was a great show with a smallish 
but very appreciative audience thoroughly enjoying what was a very high standard and entertaining 
performance. 
 

 
At the last Meeting of Council, Council considered a report prepared by the consultants retained in respect of 
the planning and designed stages of the proposed Skate Park for Bourke. The report was prepared following 
the visit by the consultants to Bourke, to conduct a number of consultative meetings and undertake initial site 
inspections. There are two options currently being considered at the moment, one in Central Park and the 
other in the area of the PCYC. Each of the proposed sites would have its own unique design requirements. 
Council has asked that  preliminary designs and geotechnical investigation are undertaken in relation to both  
sites to ensure that the final determination is made and all appropriate information is  available to assist in the 
decision making process. 
 

 
The removal of the some of the fig trees around town has created a great deal of discussion and much of the 
comments have been centred around the need for an effective Tree Replacement Program, to be instituted 
ensuring trees which are removed are replaced with a species which provides adequate shade, enhances the 
streetscape and minimizes any damage to infrastructure. Council has called for a further report on the tree 
replacement program and this should be available at the May Meeting. 
 

 
T-Corp has undertaken a review of the Financial Status of all 152 Councils within New South Wales with a view 
to determining their viability in the short term and sustainability in the longer term. The report has in part 
been prepared for the Local Government Independent Review Panel and will be considered as part of their 
work and subsequent recommendations. 
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Council is currently calling for submissions and /or feedback in relation to the revised draft of the Community 
Strategic Plan. Copies of the Community Strategic Plan (CSP) are available from Council’s Office and will also be 
on the Council website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au.  Submissions in relation to the CSP including the 
identification of additional matters that may be included in the CSP will be received up until 5.00p.m. 15

th
 May 

2012. 
 

 
Council has prepared its Delivery Program for the next four years (2013/2017) and an Operational Plan for the 
next twelve months (2013/2014). Like a number of other Councils Bourke Shire has elected to publish a 
combined document for ease of reference. 
 
Copies of the Document are available from Councils Offices and are also on Council’s Website. Submissions in 
relation to Delivery Plan /Operational Plan will be received up until Wednesday 15

th
 May 2013.   

 

 

The Local Government Act Taskforce is reviewing the Local Government Act 1993 and has recently released 
another paper "A New Local Government Act for NSW" which is available from their website. A number of 
workshops have been planned as part of an ongoing consultation process with these dates to be released 
shortly. Council is planning a Workshop to review the latest paper and this will be done in conjunction with a 
workshop to discuss the next paper from the Independent Local Government Review Panel, which is due for 
release prior to the end of the month. 

 

 
The next paper from the Independent Local Government Review Panel will be entitled “Future Directions”. 
This paper will provide a much clearer indication of the changes that are to be suggested by the Panel. 
This report will be followed by a consultation period which will also include a number of workshops and will be 
the last opportunity for Councils and the public to have input into the work of the Panel prior to the Panel 
preparing its final recommendations to the Minister. 

 

A reminder that the suspension of the roadside collection has not meant a suspension of Birrang’s recycling 
enterprise. Commercial collection is still taking place, however you can still drop your recycling to Birrang’s 
Anson Street premises. 

 

 
The Electoral Funding Authority will visit Bourke on the 22

nd
 April 2013 to conduct a seminar relating to the 

ongoing obligations of Councillors to comply with the provisions of the Electoral Funding, Expenditure and 
Disclosure Act 1981.  
 

 
Thursday 25

th
 April 2013 is Anzac Day. Despite the dwindling number of ex-servicemen able to participate in 

these marches, there seems to be an increased significance across all generations. This is evidenced by the 
increased turnouts in recent years at ceremonies and marches throughout the country. Anzac Day provides the 
opportunity to both reflect on and acknowledge the sacrifices made by so many that we in Australia and other 
parts of the world are able to enjoy the level of freedom and democracy that we currently do. The Local Sub-
Branch of the RSL have again organised both a Dawn Service and March in Bourke and details are elsewhere in 
the paper.   
 

 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.dlg.nsw.gov.au/dlg/dlghome/documents/information/A%20New%20Local%20Government%20Act%20For%20NSW%20-%20Discussion%20Paper%20-%20April%202013.pdf
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If you haven’t already booked in for the TEXPO it is not too late. The Orana to the Digital Economy Conference 
and Texpo will be held concurrently in Bourke, Dubbo and Mudgee on the 22

nd
 and 23

rd
 of April 2013. The 

event will be broadcast live to Bourke and will be hosted at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. If you wish 
to get further information on the Conference and Texpo or register your attendance you can visit 
www.oranatexpo.com.au  
 

 
Road works that are in progress to date, or to commence shortly include the following: Gravelling of Becker, 
Hughes and Patrick Streets within the Louth Village are scheduled to commence this week with funding 
provided under the Roads to Recovery Program. 
 
Widening and rehabilitation works are under way South of Enngonia, with 3.6 km costing approximately 
$760,000 and plans to complete a further 2km north of Enngonia in early July 2013. 
Re-sealing of the Louth Airstrip is scheduled for the 22

nd
 April 2013. 

 
Construction of Deadman’s Creek Bridge on MR 68, South of Bourke is due to be completed in August 2013. 
The Lakemere Road has received a much awaited maintenance grade, with a further reformation grade 
planned in the next financial year, this is also funded under The Roads to Recovery Program. 
Maintenance grades have been completed on the Ellavale and Lower Lila Roads, with the grading of Mascot 
Road, currently in progress. 
 

 
Advice has been received that Warren Shire Council has been announced as a winner in this year’s National 
Awards for Local Government. Warren Shire Council submitted the application as a member of the Lower 
Macquarie Water Utilities Alliance, in the Category of Regional Collaborations. Bourke Shire Council is also a 
member of that Alliance. The award was sponsored by the Department of Regional Australia, Local 
Government, Arts and Sport. Well done to all Alliance members. 

 

We all know asbestos is highly dangerous and potentially deadly, if the fibres are breathed in. While the 
manufacture, use and re-use of asbestos was banned in Australia in 2003, it’s not just a problem of the past. Its 
legacy continues to haunt us. Around one in three Australian homes contain asbestos. Those planning D.I.Y 
activities at home need to ask ‘am I playing renovation roulette?’ and find out if asbestos may be present 
before cutting, sanding, drilling or dismantling. For important information about working with asbestos see 
WorkCover NSW's Guide to Working with Asbestos, visit workcover.nsw.gov.au or contact 13 10 50 

 
Recommendation 
That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 22

nd
 

April 2013 be received and noted. 
 
  
Ross Earl 
General Manager  

http://www.oranatexpo.com.au/
http://workcover.nsw.gov.au/
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TOURISM AND DEVELOPMENT MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 504/2013 BOBEC and VIC March 2013 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Phil Johnston, Manager Tourism and Development 

 
Both the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre and the Visitors Centre have shown very strong numbers during 
March. 1500 visitors came to the VIC in March this year compared to 570 for the same period last year. This 
dramatic increase is largely due to no major flooding this year and Easter being counted in the March figures. 
 
Luke Thomas has commenced his Outback Show out at the Exhibition Centre and it is already proving popular. 
March also saw the first group bookings come through for the year with about 35 people attending a fly in, 
coming from all over Australia. 
 
Work is continuing on an audit of the Exhibition Centre, ensuring that pricing is correct and that staffing levels 
are as they should be. This will be available soon. 
 
Graph above showing the number of visitors per month to the Tourist Centre 
 
 
Table showing number of visitors to the Tourist Centre by month 
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 2011 2012 2013 

January  448 560 

February  157 397 

March  810 570 1500 

April 2507 2044  

May 2656 2891  

June 2952 3216  

July 4362 4643  

August 4187 4162  

September 4295 5074  

October 2674 3067  

November 1012 930  

December 386 347  

 
Table showing visitation on board the PV Jandra 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

February Not Cruising 25 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising  

March Not Cruising 213 Not Cruising Not Cruising Not Cruising 

April Not Cruising Not Cruising 1008 519  

May Not Cruising 1325 932 1035  

June 949 1459 1241 1003  

July 1532 1578 1386 1238  

August 1174 1165 1186 640  

September 1212 1429 1411 1459  

October 788 188 1085 760  

November 233 Not Cruising Not Cruising 423  

December 42 Not Cruising Not Cruising 180  

Total 5930 7382 8249 7257  
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Table showing visitation to Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
 

Month 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

January  154 113 154 110 

February  139 60 44 60 

March  304 312 207 373 

April 551 925 807 732  

May 1551 1433 974 965  

June 1535 1769 1154 1114  

July 1951 2345 1489 1193  

August 1607 1916 1225 1131  

September 1433 1816 1251 1299  

October 1259 1325 861 556  

November 320 512 292 136  

December 180 182 108 65  

 
Recommendation  
That the information in the Tourism and Development Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22

nd
 of April 2013 be noted. 

 
Phil Johnston 
Manager of Tourism & Development 
 

 


