
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council 

Agenda 
Monday, 23rd May 2016 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held 

at the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices  
at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke, commencing at 9.00am for the purpose of 

considering the items included in the attached Agenda 

 
 
 
 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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AGENDA 

C12.1 
 

1. Opening Prayer 
 

2. Remembrance  
 

3. Apologies  
 

4. Declaration of Interest (Forms included with Business Papers) 
 

5. Mayoral Minute 
 

6. Starring of Items 
 

A number of items have been starred for discussion. 
 
The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 
 
Recommendation:  
That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary Meeting 
of Council held on Monday, 23rd May 2016 be adopted. 
 

7. Confirmation of the Minutes 
Recommendation:  
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th April 2016  be confirmed 
as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 
8. Business Arising 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 001/2016 Business Arising  Notation  

 
Notice of Motion 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 0001/2016 Notice of Motion   Consideration 

 
9. Engineering Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 101/2016 Street Sweeper  Adoption 

 
10. Environmental Services & Development Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 204/2016 Container Deposit Scheme  Notation 

 205/2016 Sale or Lease of Properties with Swimming Pools  Notation 

 206/2016 Multi-Generational Fitness Station Grant 
Opportunity 

 Adoption 

 207/2016 Innovation Fund  Adoption 
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11. General Manager 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 332/2016 Local Government & Shires Association of NSW - 
Election of Board Members 

 Consideration 

 333/2016 Visit by Councillor Leigh Byron ς Mayor of 
Balranald Shire 

 Adoption 

 334/2016 Meeting- Far West Initiative Advisory Committee  Notation 

 335/2016 Polling Place for Local Government Elections  Notation 

 
12. Corporate Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 425/2016 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank 
Balances 

 Notation 

Î 426/2016 Investment Report as at 30th April 2016  Notation  

 427/2016 Delivery Program 2013/2017 and Operation Plan 
2015/2016 

 Adoption 

 428/2016 Councillors Remuneration  Adoption 

 429/2016 Delivery Program Review as at 31st March 2016  Adoption 

 430/2016 Delivery Program Review as at 31st March 2016  Adoption 

 431/2016 Budget Review to 31st March 2016     Adoption 

 
13. Tourism & Development 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  See Closed Session   

 
14. Delegates  and Councillors Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 6/2016 No Delegates Reports for May 2016   

 
15. Committee Minutes 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  No Committee Minutes for May 2016   

 
16. Policies 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  No policies for May 2016 Meeting   

 
17. Précis of Correspondence 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 920/2016 2016 Local Government Aboriginal Network 
Conference 

 Consideration  

Î 921/2016 Missionaries of Charity ς Donation of Water Rates  Consideration 

Î 922/2016 Bourke Dogs ς Dog Park  Consideration  

Î 923/2016 Barwon Darling Water Resource Plan Stakeholder 
Advisory Panel 

 Consideration  

 924/2016 Letter of Appreciation ς Wonderland Theatre  Notation 
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Î 925/2016 Request for Legal Assistance Approved ς Bathurst 
Regional Council 

 Consideration 

Î 926/2016 Petition Regarding Mobile Phone Black Spots and 
ΨлллΩ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ŀƭƭ !ŎŎŜǎǎ 

 Consideration 

Î 927/2016 Response ς Bail Conditions  Consideration  

 928/2016 Role of Local Government Boundaries Commission  Notation 

 
18. Activity Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 105/2016 Engineering   Notation 

 205/2016 Environmental   Notation 

 305/2016 General Manager  Notation 

 405/2016 Corporate Services   Notation 

 503/2016 Tourism & Development   Notation 

 
19. Closed Session 

 Report No  Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 1016/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - Purchase of B/Double Water 
Tanker 

 Closed Session 

Î 1017/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - bŀƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ wŜǎǘ !ǊŜŀΩǎ ƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 
Highways 

 Closed Session 

Î 1018/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - Supply and Delivery of Bulk Fuel 
T051617OROC 

 Closed Session  

Î 1019/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - REGPRO271516 Supply And 
Delivery of Water Meters 

 Closed Session 

Î 1020/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - Administration of Inland NSW 
Tourism 

 Closed Session 

 

¶ 10.00am - Community Open Forum for members of the public to address Council 
o Mel Milgate ς Bourke Pro Am 

 

¶ 11.00am ς Darling River Local Area Command - Update 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 
(AS AMENDED) 

To the General Manager 
 

I, _________________________________________________________________________  
 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a NON-PECUNIARY Interest. 
 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 

Name of Meeting  ____________________________________________________________  
 

Date of Meeting    ____________________________________________________________  
 

Page Number ________________________ Item Number   ___________________________  
 

Subject    ___________________________________________________________________  
 

Reason for Interest     _________________________________________________________  
 

 __________________________________________________________________________  
 
 

As a result of my non-pecuniary interest, my involvement in the meeting will be as follows: 
 

 Option A ς Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate and vote.  

  

 Option B ς Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but not 
vote.  

  

 Option C ς Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but leave 
the Chamber for the vote.  

  

 Option D ς Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 
vote.  

  

 Option E ς Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 
not vote.  

  

 Option F ς Make a declaration, do not participate in the debate and leave the Chamber 
upon making the declaration.  Do not return until the matter is resolved.  

 

 
_______________________________                       __________________________________  
                      Signature                                                                  Date 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 
(AS AMENDED) 

 
 
To the General Manager 
 
I, ___________________________________________________________________  
 
Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a PECUNIARY Interest. 
 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Name of Meeting  ______________________________________________________  
 
Date of Meeting    ______________________________________________________  
 
Page Number ________________________ Item Number   _____________________  
 
Subject    _____________________________________________________________  
 
Reason for Interest     ___________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
 

OTHER THAN COUNCIL MEETINGS 
 
Reason for Interest _____________________________________________________  
 
 ____________________________________________________________________  
 
 
_____________________________                       _____________________________  
                      Signature                                                                  Date 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

Month/ 
Year 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

2016     

May 23rd  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

 25th  9.00am  Far West Advisory Committee 
Meeting 

Sydney 

June 3rd 1.00pm Maranguka Justice Reinvestment 
Project in Bourke 

Savannah Room at 
Dubbo Zoo 

 5th   Operational Plan Distributed  

 24th   GMAC  

 27th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

July 8th  OROC Board Meeting  

 25th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

August  22nd   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

September 2nd   GMAC  

 9th   OROC Board Meeting  

 26th   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

October 24th     9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

November 18th   GMAC  

 28th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chambers 

December  2nd   OROC Board Meeting  
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COUNCILLOR INFORMATION LIST 

 
Information which has been sent out to Councillors since the last meeting of Council held on Monday, 23rd 
May 2016. 

  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Email/Fax Post Précis 

12/04/2016 LG Weekly 1416 LGNSW Councillors Cr Bennett  

13/04/2016 άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DaΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪέ GM Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

  

13/04/2016 Meeting with Local Land Services EA Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

By hand to  
Cr Bennett 

 

13/04/2016 Invitation to Olga's Book Launch Olga Collis-McAnespie Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

  

14/04/2016 Business Paper for Monday 18th 
April 2016 

MANEX Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

  

18/04/2016 Illegal Trespass Review - 
opportunity to submit your view 
through email or Facebook 

Kevin Humphries 
Member for Barwon 

Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

  

20/04/2016 Have Your Say on Rural Trespass 
and Stock Theft 

Kevin Humphries 
Member for Barwon 

Councillors 
Cr Bennett 

  

28/04/2016 Toorale Water Delivery Project - 
Council consultation 

Sonya Ardill Office of 
Environment & 
Heritage 

Councillors  By hand to  
Cr Bennett 

 

29/04/2016 
 

Significant New Demands on Local 
Government in proposed land 
clearing changes 

Dr Mehreen Faruqi  
Greens NSW MP   

Councillors 
MANEX 

By hand to  
Cr Bennett 

 

29/04/2016 Council Elections for 2016 & 2017 Paul Toole Minister for 
Local Government 

Councillors 
 

Cr Bennett  

29/04/2016 "From the GM's Desk" GM Councillors 
 

Cr Bennett  

29/04/2016 Rates time bomb under NSW mega 
councils; Fair Work canes 
άǎǳŦŦƻŎŀǘƛƴƎέ /t{¦ ƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
Security 

Government News Councillors 
MANEX 

Cr Bennett  

02/05/2016 Media Release ς Check Heating 
Appliances for a Safe Winter 

Essential Energy Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

03/05/2016 National Rural Women's 
Coalition News Bulletin - Using 
Social Media - Free Webinar 

Sarah Goulden 
Rural Resilience Officer 
DPI 

Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

03/05/2016 FREE Business Coaching 
Workshop - Brewarrina, Bourke 
& Cobar - June 2016 GET IN 
QUICKLY 

Sarah Goulden 
Rural Resilience Officer 
DPI 

Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

04/05/2016 Workspace for Members when 
Working/Meeting in Sydney CBD 

LG NSW Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

04/05/2016 [Db{² aŜƳōŜǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ς 
Federal Budget 2016/17 

 Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  
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04/05/2016 NSW ς Bourke Drought & Debt ς 
Solutions Wanted 

Graham Mc Donald 
Aussie Farming 
Ministries 

Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

04/05/2016 Murray Darling Northern Basin 
Review  

 Councillors 
MANEX 

Cr Bennett  

06/05/2016 άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DaΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪέ GM Councillors 
MANEX 

Cr Bennett  

05/05/2016 Gundabooka NP and SCA park 
closure 

Andrew Murrell  
National Parks 

Councillors 
MANEX 
BOBEC 

Cr Bennett  

09/05/2016 LG Weekly  LG NSW Councillors 
All Staff 

Cr Bennett  

10/05/2016 Correspondence from LOWMAC Cathy Lowe Councilllors Cr Bennett  

11/05/2016 NSW BUSH CARERS TWO, NSW 
Biodiversity Act Summary 

NSW Bush Carers Councilllors Cr Bennett  

11/05/2016 Weather Radar Update The Hon Greg Hunt MP Councillors Cr Bennett  

11/05/2016 άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DaΩǎ 5Ŝǎƪέ GM Councillors Cr Bennett  

11/05/2016 AMALGAMATION 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

LGNSW Councillors Cr Bennett  

12/05/2016 Mobile phone black spots and 000 
call access 

Katherine Marsh Councillors Cr Bennett  

13/05/2016 Media Release - Close calls prompt 
harvest safety warning 

Bronya Pressler, Acting 
Community Relations 
Manager, Northern ς 
Essential Energy 

Councillors Cr Bennett  

13/06/2016 Local Community, Local Democracy 
the Key 

Cr Keith Rhoades 
AFSM, President 
Local Government 
NSW 

Councillors Cr Bennett  

13/05/2016 Media Release - Communities 
expect you to keep your word, 
Minister Toole 

Cr Keith Rhoades 
AFSM                                                         
President  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
NSW 

Councillors Cr Bennett  

16/05/2016 LG Weekly LGNSW Councillors Cr Bennett  

16/05/2016 Message from the President Cr Keith Rhoades 
AFSM                                                         
President  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
NSW 

Councillors Cr Bennett  
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM 21st MARCH 2016 

  
KEY:    Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That the recommendations in relation to the realignment of any 
positions be considered prior to the advertising of any vacancies.  

Ongoing 
 

The positions descriptions of positions identified within the report 
from Local Government Management Solutions as requiring 
review be undertaken in consultation with both the employee and 
any union involved. 

In progress 
 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to 
reflect current duties performed and requirements of the 
organisation. 

In progress 
 

 

163/2014 CONFIDENTIAL- Enforcement of Fines on Local Roads 

Responsible Officer Manager Road Services 

File Number R7.6.5, R7.6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council to continue to investigate methods for enforcing fines on 
closed roads and continue to ensure that the public are aware 
that fines may be levied if vehicles are driven on closed roads 

On Councils Road Closure 
Reports 

 

306/2014 CONFIDENTIAL - Proposal to Undertake Accommodation Project 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number T4.7 

File Number  

The General Manager be authorised to further investigate the 
proposal of development of accommodation in conjunction with 
Government Departments 

FACS still progressing 

 

338/2014 Tourism & Development Activity Report 

Responsible Officer Manager Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council investigate the potential to be an RV friendly town Ongoing 
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67/2015 & 118/2015 & 
177/2015 & 203/2015 

Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That Council monitor the development of a midwifery model to 
support the antenatal and post-natal needs of the community 

Ongoing 
 

That Council continue to work the Western NSW Local Health 
District staff to re-establish full birthing services if the opportunity 
for securing the right mix of staff is made available. 

Ongoing 
 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models 
be obtained. 

Ongoing ς meeting held 

 

386/2015 Return of Air Services to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

Council provide the successful tenderer with the use of the 
ά.ƻƻƪƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ 

Fee structure being 
compiled 

A report be brought back to Council regarding the possible 
introduction of a small landing fee to off- set the additional costs 
involved in the maintenance of the terminal building 

Ongoing 

 

459/2015 CONFIDENTIAL - .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ- Lease of 
Premises 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A11.1.6 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

[ŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ tǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ōȅ .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ōŜ 
referred to the next Meeting of Council and the BDCS be invited to 
make a presentation to Council 

To be convened in May 
2016 

 

41/2016 Tourism ς Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number T4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

Report be brought back to Council, as a matter of urgency, setting 
out the framework for an enhanced tourism function, by involving 
the local tourism related industries in the planning, coordination 
and execution of the tourism function. 

To be completed on 
Manager of Tourism & 
Development on return 
from leave 
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65/2016 & 166/2016 Cross Border Issues Impacting Barringun Village 

Responsible Officer General Manager & Manager of Corporate Services  

File Number A3.14 - V1.11 

Decision Action Taken 

GM to write to the Cross Border Commissioner, James McTavish 
to have these issues resolved as a matter of urgency 

Completed 

Council request the locality of Barringun be officially assigned by 
the Geographical Names Board  

In progress 

That Council advise the residents of Barringun of the action being 
taken 

5ƻƴŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ DaΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴ 
and 2WEB interview 

 

101/2016 Appointment of  Design Consultant and Project Manager for  Splash Park at 
the Pool Complex 

Responsible Officer General Manager & Manager Environmental Services 

File Number S10.2 

Decision Action Taken 

That the General Manager negotiate the appointment of  Mr 
Stephen Johannson to undertake the design and project 
management of the splash park  

Agreement Reached 

That Council proceed to open tender as soon as practical Awaiting documents 

 

102/2016 Bridge over the Bogan River at Beemery 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number B6.1-B6.12.1 

Decision Action Taken 

The Minister for Roads, the Hon Duncan Gay, MLC be invited to 
Ǿƛǎƛǘ .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀǘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅƴŜ 
hΩaŀƭƭȅ .ǊƛŘƎŜέΦ 

Tentatively set for 
01/07/2016 

 

119/2016 Proposed timetable for finalisation of the Operation Plan 2016/2017 and 
Delivery Program 2013/2017 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File Number P4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

119/2016 That Council confirm the proposed timetable for 
finalisation of the Operation Plan 2016/2017 and Delivery Program 
2013/2017 as follows: 

 
Completed 
 

Monday 21st March 2016 - Consideration and Determination of 
Draft Operational Plan and Delivery Program 

Completed 

Thursday 31st March 2016 - Disseminate required public notice 
calling for submissions on Draft Operational Plan and Delivery 
Program. 

Completed 

Monday 2nd May 2016 - Closing date for receipt of submissions. Completed 

Monday 23rd May 2016 - Proposed adoption of Operational Plan 
2016/2017 and Delivery Program for 2013-2017, after due 
consideration of any submissions received. 

See MCS Report for May 
2016 
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124/2016 Community Contribution ς Bourke Joeys Soccer Club 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number D5.1-D5.2 

Decision Action Taken 

Council investigate alternate options to overcome the 
indiscriminate disposal of syringes in the precinct 

Under investigation 
Matter raised at LEMC 

 

160/2016 Local Government Election ς Polling Places 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number E2.3.5 

Decision Action Taken 

Council write to the NSWEC request the inclusion of Louth and 
Wanaaring as polling places in the next Local Government Election 

Letter sent ς Advice is that 
they are likely to be 
retained 

 

170/2016 Urgent Need for Functional Toilets at Enngonia 

Responsible Officer Manager Works 

File Number C12.5-V1.3-V1.3.2 

Decision Action Taken 

Council advise Mrs Oldfield that all public toilets at Enngonia are 
currently being repaired. 

Completed 

 

189/2016 Review of Contract 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S10.2-S10.2.1 

Decision Action Taken 

General Manager to review the current pool contract with a view 
to identifying any components of the contract that have not been 
met 

1. Meeting convened with 
contractor for 11/05/2016 
2. Meeting held 

 

190/2016 Request for Financial Assistance - Road Works 

Responsible Officer General Manager & Manager of Tourism & Development 

File Number T R7.6.3-G4.14-T4.19 

Decision Action Taken 

Council advise the applicant that it is unable to assist at this time.  

That Council offer to try and source financial assistance to improve 
access to the facility 

Letter to be referred to 
MT&D 

 

191/2016 B/Double Water Tanker Tender 

Responsible Officer Manager of Roads 

File Number T3.1 

Decision Action Taken 

That in accordance with Clause 178 (3) (e) Local Government 
General Regulation 2005 that Council enter into negotiations with 
a view to purchasing a new B/Double Water Tanker 

Negotiation completed  
New Tanker Ordered ς See 
confidential reports 
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192/2016 CONFIDENTIAL - Procurement of Water Meters 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number L8.21-P13.2 

Decision Action Taken 

A report regarding REGPRO271516 Supply and Delivery of Water 
Meters be deferred until the Ordinary meeting of Council to be 
held on Monday, 23rd May 2016 

See confidential reports 

 

196/2016 CONFIDENTIAL -  Contract for the Supply of Stationery 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number L8.21-P13.2 

Decision Action Taken 

That Council select Staples Australia Pty Ltd  as a panel for the 
tender period and award this contract for the period 1 April 2016 
to 31 March 2018, and 

Completed 

That a provision be allowed for a 12 month extension based on 
satisfactory supplier performance, which may take this contract 
through to 31 March 2019 

Completed 

197/2016 Bourke Show 2016 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number A12.9 

Decision Action Taken 

Council write to the Bourke P &A Association congratulating them 
on them on the organisation and promotion of the 2016 Bourke 
Show 

Letter sent 

 

198/2016 Bourke Public Library 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number L4.1 

Decision Action Taken 

Council congratulate the staff at the Bourke Public Library on the 
innovative ways they are seeking to promote and increase 
utilisation of the facilities at the Library 

Letter sent 

 
Recommendation  
That the information in the Business Arising as presented on Monday, 23rd May 2016 be received and 
noted. 
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NOTICE OF MOTION 

 
1. Bourke Shire Council confirms by resolution our commitment to the establishment of a 

Fresh Water Research Station in Bourke. 
2. That Ms Emma Bradbury, Interim Chief Executive Officer, Murray Darling Association, be 

invited to visit Bourke to meet with and address all, including Council and community on 
how we can best advance to achieving the establishment of a Fresh Water Research 
Station in Bourke. 

3. That Ms Emma Bradbury, Interim Chief Executive Officer, Murray Darling Association, be 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ 

 
 
 

  
Cr Bennett       Cr Hollman ς Deputy Mayor  
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: R7.7.1-S6.18 

Report: 101/2016 Street Sweeper 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 
Background 
The 2015/2016 Operational Plan initially provided for the street sweeper working eight and a half 
(8.5) hours per weekday and a further three (3) hours on a Saturday, the cost for completing this 
work in 2015/2016 was estimated at $181,220.  
 
Following the preparation of the current budget review a shortfall was identified necessitating a 
variation of $33,280.00 bringing the revised estimated to $215,000.00 for 2015/2016. This 
variation is identified in the Budget Review. 
 
Report 
Following  the identification of the requirement for the variation in 2015/2016 a review of the  
2016/2017 Draft Operation Plan was undertaken and if the same level of services was undertaken 
in 2016/2017 additional funding would  again be required. 
 
Over the past few months the possible reduction of the hours of operation of the sweeper has 
been discussed with a view to determining any impact on the general cleanliness of the streets, if 
any.  
 
It is proposed that the operation of the street sweeper be reduced to 5 hours per day 
The current situation provides the opportunity to trial the reduced hours of operation for the next 
months and negate the need to make any adjustment the 2016/2017 Draft Operational Plan. 
 
Note: Following a rain event in town, the streets sweeper is deployed to remove stormwater 
ponded in the town streets and gutters and this may slightly increase working hours during these 
periods. 
 
Positives  
ω Council could reduce the damage to road edges and guttering  
ω Less wear and turnover of street sweeper. 
ω Provision of additional resources in town services crew for general town general duties 
 
Negatives  
ω May leave water laying in town for prolonged periods after significant rain events 
ω Streets possibly not receiving enough regular cleaning  
ω Possible increase of complaints for dirty streets 
 
Financial Implications 
Should Council wish to continue to operate the street sweeper on the 8.5 hours previously 
allowed for the town of Bourke an adjustment of $74,640 would  be required to be made to the 
2016/2017 Draft Operational Plan which currently provides for a budget of $181,220. 
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Recommendation  
1. That Council note the proposed trial the use of the street sweeper for up to (five) 5 hours a day 

for the 2016/2017. 
2. No alteration be made to the 2016/2017  Draft Operational Plan at this stage 
3. That a review of the level of service be undertaken in conjunction with the December Budget 

Review or earlier if deemed necessary. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

File No W1.2 

Report: 204/2016 Container Deposit Scheme for New South Wales 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Summary 
¢ƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜƳƛŜǊΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ b{² ōȅ пл ǇŜǊ ŎŜƴǘ by 2020 
the NSW Government is introducing a refund Container Deposit Scheme (CDS). 
 
Under the scheme, anyone who returns an empty eligible beverage container to an approved 
NSW collection depot or reverse vending machine will be eligible for a 10-cent refund. A network 
of depots and reverse vending machines will open across NSW to receive the empty containers. 

The CDS will commence from July 2017 

Background 
On 21 February 2015, the Premier, the Hon. Mike Baird MP, announced that, if elected, the NSW 
Government would implement a container deposit scheme (CDS) by 1 July 2017.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ŀƛƳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΦ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ-based 
CDS will greatly help the government to reach its target to reduce the volume of litter in NSW by 
40% by 2020 (based on the 2013ς14 litter volume). The government wants to implement a 
scheme that:  

- is cost efficient  
- gives people an incentive to return their drink containers  
- targets drink containers used away from home  
- complements, rather than competing with, existing kerbside services  
- uses modern technology such as reverse vending machines where appropriate  

 
Report 
The Container Deposit Scheme will include: 
¶ All NSW beverage containers between 150ml and 3 litres in volume will be eligible for a 

refund with some exceptions (see Scheme Exemptions). These exceptions are similar to 
the exceptions in the South Australian and Northern Territory container deposit schemes, 
to aid consistency. 

¶ Beverage suppliers (manufacturer, importer, wholesaler or retailer) that bring eligible 
containers into NSW will be responsible for funding the refund as well as associated costs. 

¶ The NSW scheme coordinator is responsible for delivering state wide coverage through a 
network of collection depots and reverse vending machines. The full list of collection 
depots will be available on the EPA's website before the scheme's launch. 

¶ From the commencement of the scheme in NSW all beverage suppliers and retailers must 
sell eligible beverage containers that display the required EPA approved CDS labelling. The 
labelling will be developed in the coming months 

 
  



Agenda and Business Paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 23rd 
May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 19 of 97 of the Agenda and Business Papers relating to the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
Monday, 23rd May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

Scheme exceptions 
Containers that are not included in the scheme and, therefore, do not qualify for a refund include: 
¶ plain milk (or milk substitute) containers 
¶ flavoured milk containers 1 litre or more 
¶ pure fruit or vegetable juice containers 1 litre or more 
¶ glass containers for wine and spirits 
¶ casks (plastic bladders for wine and casks for  water ς 1 litre or more) 
¶ sachets for wine 250ml or more 
¶ containers for cordials, concentrated fruit/vegetable juices 
¶ registered health tonics 
 
How the container deposit scheme will work 
Scheme administration 
The Minister for the Environment will appoint a scheme coordinator to administer the scheme. 
The scheme coordinator's role will be to ensure that a state wide network of Collection Depots are 
established, as well as to allocate the costs of the scheme to beverage suppliers and pay collection 
depots for the containers they receive. 
 
Consumers 
Consumers will receive a 10-cent refund when they return an empty, eligible beverage container 
to an approved collection depot or reverse vending machine. 
 
Collection depots and network 
The NSW scheme coordinator is responsible for delivering state wide coverage through a network 
of collection depots, including reverse vending machines. The full list of collection depots will be 
available on the EPA's website before the scheme's launch. 
 
Eligible containers 
Containers collected through the scheme will be recycled. 
 
Transfer of containers and deposits 
The diagram following demonstrates the basic transfer of containers and deposits under the 
scheme. 
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Financial Implications 
With the various complexities of the proposed model of the Container Deposit Scheme, the 
financial burden to Council is unclear at this stage. The redemption mechanisms and the 
distribution of the refund and handling fees will be determined by the Implementation Working 
Group, which will be established by the NSW Environment Minister. This will result in savings that 
are likely to help Councils improve their waste services and pass reduced Council rates on to 
householders. Council will have the opportunity to participate in the operation of collection 
depots. Alternatively, Councils might choose to make their facilities available for others, such as 
charities, community groups or social enterprises ς to run, for fundraising opportunities or to help 
provide a service to their local community. 
 
Conclusion  
¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƭƛǘǘŜǊΦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŘǊƛƴƪ 
container litter once the scheme is introduced.  The Container Deposit Scheme is a critical 
Government intuitive and it should be seen as a multifaceted investment in recycling and waste 
management that will provide activity and employment outcomes. 
 
Recommendation:  
That the information regarding the introduction of a Container Deposit Scheme for New South 
Wales be received and noted. 
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File No S10.1 

Report: 205/2016 Sale or Lease of Properties with Swimming Pools 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of changes to laws for the sale or lease of 
properties with a swimming pool in NSW. 
 
Background 
The NSW State Government as part of the review of the Swimming Pools Act 1992, recommended 
that properties that are leased or sold which has a swimming pool must have certificates of 
compliance. This review has resulted in a number of amendments to legislation designed to 
enhance the safety of children around swimming pools.  
 
Report 
Drowning is a leading cause of accidental death in very young children in NSW. With over 300,000 
backyard swimming pools in NSW, swimming pool safety is a serious issue that affects the whole 
community. The most effective home pool safety measure is proper adult supervision at all times, 
but a well-maintained child-ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ Ǉƻƻƭ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
unsupervised access to backyard swimming pools and spa pools. 
 
In NSW, the owners of properties with a swimming pool and/or a spa pool are required to register 
their pools and spas on the NSW Swimming Pool Register. 
 
Local Councils are responsible for promoting backyard swimming pool safety in their local 
communities. They do this through locally appropriate swimming pool inspection programs and 
community education. 
 
The NSW Government promotes swimming pool safety through the Swimming Pool Register and 
ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ [ƛŦŜ {ŀǾƛƴƎ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ Ψ.Ŝ 
tƻƻƭ {ŀŦŜΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ. A number of swimming pool safety resources are available for pool owners 
and local Councils to help to prevent small children from drowning. Many of these can be found 
below. 
 
Laws that have changed 
Sale or lease of properties with a swimming pool 
The NSW Government is committed to creating an effective pool barrier framework that protects 
the safety of children under the age of five around backyard swimming pools. 
From 29 April 2016Σ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ǎƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ǉƻƻƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦΥ ŀ ΨǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜΩΤ ŀ ΨŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΩΤ ƻǊ ŀ ΨŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΩΣ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ b{² 
Swimming Pool Register. 
 
This means that from 29 April 2016: 

1. ±ŜƴŘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ 
the purchaser. ! ΨŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜΩ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿ ōŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ ƻŦ 
sale. 

2. The buyer of a property with a non-compliant swimming pool has 90 days from the date of 
settlement to address any issues of pool barrier non-compliance and obtain a certificate of 
compliance. 
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3. Properties with more than two (2) dwellings are exempt from the requirement to provide a 
compliant pool barrier on sale or lease, as they are already regulated through mandatory 
three (3)-yearly Council inspections. 

 
The owner of a property with two (2) or fewer dwellings and a pool must have a certificate of 
compliance before entering into a lease. 
 
A relevant occupation certificate means an occupation certificate issued under the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 that is less than 3 years old and that authorises the use of the 
swimming pool. 
 
Recommendation:  
That the information regarding the Sale or Lease of Properties with Swimming Pools be noted. 
 

 

File No P1.3 

Report: 206/2016 Multi-Generational Fitness Station Grant Opportunity 

Author Guy Regan, Environmental Services Officer 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the announcement of the Social Housing 
Community Improvement Fund (SHCIF) in which applications are sought for projects up to the 
value of $50,000.  
 
Background 
The aim of the project is to provide greater opportunities to promote and support physically active 
lifestyles as an important role of the social housing community within the Bourke Shire Council. 
SHCIF aims to create better and stronger social housing communities by improving local amenities 
through the provision of one-off grants to undertake physical improvements on or near to social 
housing. 
 
Discussion 
Council with the support from Youth of the Streets (YOTS), Aboriginal Medical Service and Bourke 
Primary & Community Health will apply for a one-off grant, of up to $50,000 to construct a Multi-
Generational Fitness Station located in Central Park.  
 
Central Park has been identified as a key location which is a popular passive recreational area 
where the new multi-generational fitness station would be highly accessible and a value-add to 
park visitors. Council will source an appropriate supplier to design and manufacture all the 
equipment here in Australia, designed for Australian conditions, and complying with Australian 
safety and environmental standards. 
 
The preferred equipment for these fitness stations is made of Marine-Grade polished stainless 
steel, anodised aluminum and glass-filled nylon. The ground surface will incorporate a soft fall, 
high quality, and durable rubber which compliments the natural environment (Pictured below). 
This also incorporates a concrete edge, which provides a clean perimeter around each space and 
ensures better maintenance of the site. On-going maintenance will be minimal. 

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/xref/inforce/?xref=Type%3Dact%20AND%20Year%3D1979%20AND%20no%3D203&nohits=y
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Photo above shows an example of the type of Fitness Station recommended for Bourke 

 
Photo above shows an example of the type of base/flooring recommended for Bourke 

 
 

 
Locality of Proposed Multi-Generational Fitness Station 

 

http://www.parkfitaust.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/sspf-0014_thb.jpg


Agenda and Business Paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 23rd 
May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 24 of 97 of the Agenda and Business Papers relating to the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
Monday, 23rd May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

 
Photo above shows the proposed location of the Fitness Station 

 
Financial Implications 
As part of the application Council will provide in-kind works, this will be provided from current 
operational plan budgets. 
 
Conclusion 
Council is eligible to apply for the funding for the proposed project. Support has been gained from 
associated organisations within the community, with the Multi-generational fitness station 
addition seen as a great initiative for the Bourke Community.  
 
Recommendation: 
That Council endorses an application for funding for a Multi-generational fitness station to be 
situated at Central Park. 
 

 

File No W1.1 

Report: 207/2016 Innovation Fund 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Purpose 
The purpose of this report is to inform Council of an application made by Council in conjunction 
with Waste Aid for funding for Aboriginal Community based Environmental and Waste 
Management from the round of grants available through the Innovation Fund. 
 
Background 
¢ƘŜ LƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ CǳƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ Ϸп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Cƛǘ 
for the Future reforms. The program aims to help small Councils in regional NSW overcome some 
of the challenges they face in sustaining their communities and maintaining local services. It will 
provide one-off grants to help them develop new ways of working and improve their performance 
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to benefit their local communities. The new ways of working might include developing more 
efficient processes, different ways of delivering services, sharing resources with other Councils, or 
using technology to help overcome the challenge of distance. 
 
Report 
¢ƘŜ b{² DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ tŀŎƪŀƎƛƴƎ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ 
funded work in Bourke and Enngonia. In 2016 the NSW Government and the Australian Packaging 
Covenant funded additional work in three (3) more communities. The Waste Aid model consists of 
two parts, Aboriginal community clean up and waste management infrastructure supply, and 
establishing Aboriginal Community-based Environmental Management (ACBEM). The program is 
dependent on integration between Aboriginal community governance and Local Government, and 
relies on innovative and cooperative problem solving between the Aboriginal community and its 
Local Government authority.  
 
Bourke Shire Council has piloted the approach with success in Bourke and Enngonia and now 
intend to embed the work in Bourke Shire and expand it to Brewarrina and Walgett Shires. The 
program is led by Bourke Shire and supported by the voluntary Local Government waste 
organisation Netwaste.   
 
Funds have been sought through an application made from the innovation grant for 
implementation of the Local Government component of this work which requires support for cost 
neutral clean-up of legacy waste in all 5 Aboriginal communities, supply of infrastructure to 
communities, and employment of Aboriginal waste liaison officers and community environment 
advisors in all three Councils and five Aboriginal communities. There has been significant state, 
industry and Local Government support, and through this funding if successful will have the 
opportunity to increase Aboriginal community-based waste and environmental health 
management capacity and to secure long term employment sustainability through state and Local 
Government. 
 
Community Benefits 
Bourke Shire is part of the Far West Initiative and, through the regional voluntary waste group, 
Netwaste, Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett Shires are interested in improving waste management 
in Aboriginal communities in the region. The proposal improves the connections between local 
Aboriginal communities, local Aboriginal governance bodies, non-government organisations and 
Councils to improve waste and environmental self-management and improve coordination 
between Councils and communities.  
 
There are 16 Aboriginal communities in the Murdi Paaki Region and all of them are affected by 
some form of waste service failure. In more remote communities, the waste services are provided 
by community members, frequently with little or no infrastructure, technical advice or 
coordination. Community members have limited capacity to deal with complex waste 
management and environmental health issues. Waste Aid has secured funding to extend its waste 
management activity and coordination to 5 Murdi Paaki communities. However Local Government 
coordination and the links between Aboriginal community and Local Government support is poor 
 
The Fit for the Future Innovation funding will provide support to build the capacity in the 
Aboriginal communities, to implement their own Aboriginal Community-based Environmental 
Management Program (ACBEM). In short, the key Aboriginal community members to have the 
skills and support to work towards sustainable waste management and participating Councils to 
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provide the technical and material support. In addition through the NSW Environment Protection 
Authority through its Container Deposit Scheme, NSW Aboriginal Affairs and Local Governments 
are working towards institutional reform in this region that will make employment sustainable 
through recycling revenue and implementing and supporting recycling services for the region. The 
project will provide the Aboriginal communities in Enngonia, Bourke, Brewarrina, Weilmoringle, 
Goodooga, and Walgett with: 
ω /ƭŜŀƴ-up of built-up historical waste and illegal dumping in Aboriginal communities 
ω tǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
ω 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
ω 9ƳǇƭƻȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊǎ ό/9!ύ 
ω LƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ Local 
Government to enhance the waste management and environmental health outcomes in 
Aboriginal communities in their Local Government areas. 

 
Funding would be used to provide regional technical support and coordination to all Councils and 
Aboriginal communities in Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett Shires. The project components, 
capacity building and support delivered by this part of the project include:  

1. Developing Community Based Environmental Management to increase and support the 
sustainable self-management of waste and environmental health issues by Aboriginal 
communities. 
2. Employment of Community Environmental Advisors to develop better links between 
Aboriginal communities and Councils in waste management and improved environmental 
health 
3. Council technical support to assist and advise communities 
4. Implementing community appropriate evaluation and monitoring of waste and 
environmental health. 
5. Community appropriate education, information and waste infrastructure 

 
Financial Implications  
The funding budget is identified below, there is no anticipated additional costs to Council if grant 
funding successful. 
 

Community Environment Advisors 2 x $80 000 $160 000 

Clean-up funds self-service communities 5 x $30 000 $150 000 

Support Regional technical panel and training and support 
and travel for Community Environment Advisors 

1 x $20 000  $20 000 

Project management   $50 000 

Total funding required 
Per year  
(NB Program proposed to run for 2 years) 

 $380 000 

 
Conclusion 
The funding if successful will be utilised for the Aboriginal Community based Environmental and 
Waste Management project, this project represents: 

1) Local Government and Aboriginal communities working together as partners in managing 
waste and environmental health. 
2) Local Government engaging with Aboriginal communities and problem solving  
3) Recognising remote communities have special requirements that are different from high-
tech resource recovery, recycling and recovery facilities frequently proposed by metropolitan 
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business and government. This project offers an opportunity for appropriate technology, 
technically supported and able to provide community capacity enhancing solutions that will be 
developed locally and managed locally. 
4) The project is much more about developing robust and effective infrastructure and 
improved coordination and communication and providing technical support for the local 
ownership of a significant and complex problem. 

 
Recommendation: 
That Council endorse the project and support the initiative of the project for Aboriginal Community 
based Environmental and Waste Management. 
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File No L8.1 

Report: 332/2016 Local Government & Shires Association of NSW  
Election of Board Members 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
An Election Inquiry was held immediately after the Board election held at the 2015 Annual 
Conference as an error caused a voting irregularity. 
 
On the 29th aŀǊŎƘ нлмс ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ όά/ƻǳǊǘέύ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŘŜŎƭŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
election of 13 persons on the Board of Directors of Association declared on 16th October 2015 
void and each such person not to have been elected. The offices of President and Treasurer were 
unaffected and the Court determined that three (3) other directors were not impacted by the 
ƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǾƻǘŜǎΦ ! ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
is available at http://www.lgsa.org.au/files/imce-uploads/127/federal-court-judgement-2016.pdf  
 
Current Situation: 
The Fair Work Commission has directed the AEC to conduct a fresh election for the affected 
Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōȅ ǎŜŎǊŜǘ Ǉƻǎǘŀƭ ōŀƭƭƻǘΦ 
 
The positions vacant are:- 

¶ Vice President (Metropolitan/Urban Council) 

¶ Vice President (Regional/Rural Council) 

¶ Five (5) Directors (Metropolitan/Urban Council) 

¶ Six Directors (Regional/Rural Council) 
 
The only candidates eligible for these positions are those who stood for them in 2015. A 
nomination for election may be withdrawn by a candidate, provided that notice of withdrawal in 
writing is received by the Returning Officer no later than seven (7) days before the holding of the 
ballot. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There will be an indirect cost to all Councils given the need for the new election; however the cost 
is not expected to be significant. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Mayor, Councillor Andrew Lewis be nominated as the voting delegate for Bourke Shire 
Council in the new elections for the vacant positions on the board of the Local Government and 
Shires Association of  New South Wales  commencing on the 9th June 2016 
 
  

http://www.lgsa.org.au/files/imce-uploads/127/federal-court-judgement-2016.pdf
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File No C12.1 

Report: 333/2016 Visit by Councillor Leigh Byron ς Mayor of Balranald Shire 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Councillor Leigh Byron, Mayor of Balranald Shire is the new President of the Western Division 
Shires having been elected to that position at the Annual Conference of Western Division held in 
Lightning Ridge earlier this year. 
 
Councillor Byron indicated that he wanted to attend a meeting of each of the Councils who are 
members of Western Division within the first few months of his tenure. 
 
Current Situation: 
Councillor Byron has already visited Cobar and Broken Hill and in the week beginning 23rd May 
2016 had planned to visit Bourke, Walgett and Brewarrina Shires. 
 
However, with the scheduling of a meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee on the 
25th May 2016 Councillor Byron has had to cancel his planned trip and will now reschedule. 
 
The Western Division of Councils was a very powerful lobby group in the past, although that 
influence seems to have waned over the past few years during to a number of reasons including 
the establishment of Regional Organisation of Councils.  
 
Given the issues facing the bulk of the members of Western Division including the  establishment 
of the Far West Initiative ,Councillor Byron is taking the opportunity to familiarise himself with the 
views of each of the Councils. The opportunity also exists for Councillors to raise with Councillor 
Byron his vision for the future direction of Western Division and the issues that should be seen as 
a priority. 
 
Financial Implications: 
There are no significant financial implications for Council in hosting Councillor Byron 
 
Recommendation: 
1. That Council   meet with Councillor Byron at a mutually convenient time. 
2. That Councillors take the opportunity to raise with Councillor Byron issues that they feel should 

be the focus of Western Division going forward. 
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File No L8.33 

Report: 334/2016 Meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The Far West Initiative Advisory Committee (FWIAC) was established to assist in the development 
of the Far West Initiative. 
 
Current Situation: 
The last meeting of the FWIAC was held in Wentworth on the 6th April 2016 and a communique 
following that meeting is attached. 
 
The next meeting of the FWIAC is to be held in Sydney on the 25th May 2016 and it is planned that 
the Mayor and I will be attending. 
 
The meeting will be looking at the models under consideration for the Far West Initiative. 
 
Financial Implications: 
The costs involved for Council are the travel and accommodation costs for the Mayor and General 
Manager however, these should be covered in existing budgetary allocations 
 
Recommendation: 
That Council note the meeting of the Far West Initiative Advisory Committee scheduled for the 25th 
May 2016 and the attendance of the Mayor and General Manager at that meeting. 
 

 

File No E2.3.5 

Report: 335/2016 Polling Place for Local Government Elections 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
At the April meeting a presented a report detailed plans by the NSW State Electoral Office to do 
away with the polling booths at both Louth and Wanaaring given the relatively low numbers of 
votes recoded at each of the centres. The closure of the booths was in line with both the Federal 
and State Elections. 
 
Council resolved to seek the continued operation of the Louth and Wanaaring polling booths for 
the 2016 Local Government Elections 
 
Current Situation: 
Advice has been received that it is now likely that these booths will be retained for the 2016 Local 
Government elections with the procurement arm of the State Electoral Office looking at the 
booking of suitable venues 
 
Financial Implications: 
It is anticipated that the cost of the two (2) additional booths at Louth and Wanaaring will be 
around $2000.00 each 
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Recommendation: 
That the report regarding the confirmation of the polling places at Louth and Wanaaring for the 
2016 Local Government Elections be received and noted. 
 

 

File No L8.10-L8.33 

Report: 336/2016 Proclamation of Mergers of Councils 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
Council is very aware of the ongoing Local Government Reform process which has been with us 
around four(4) years now if not  longer and there has been every indication that as part of the 
reform process we were going to see the amalgamation of some Councils. 
 
There has been the work and reports of the Independent Local Government Review Panel, T-Corp 
and IPART and of course the Fit for the Future Process. 
 
Current Situation: 
On Thursday, 12th May a Proclamation was made that saw 43 Council dissolved and nineteen new 
Councils created from that proclamation. 
 
The 43 Councils and the tenures of the Mayors and Councillors were terminated on the 
announcement of the proclamation and Administrators appointed. Administrators will serve up 
until September 2017 when new elections will be held. 
 
The proclamation also appointed General Managers and in most instances Deputy General 
Managers for each of the new Councils. The General Managers and Deputy General Managers 
have been appointed from the now dissolved Councils who make up the new entities. 
 
There is apparently provision for the Administrators to set up Advisory Committees to assist them 
in undertaking their role but these are only advisory with no legislative authority. There is nothing 
to prevent former Councillors accepting these advisory roles 
 
The Councils which were dissolved would be required to have financials prepared up until 12th 
May 2016 and the new Councils would commence from that time. 
 
There are transitional arrangements in place to provide guidance to assist with the transfer. 
 
There has been a degree of upset in the manner in which Councillors and Council Staff were 
informed of the dissolution of their Councils which is some instances caused a degree of 
inconvenience. 
 
There are a number of other potential mergers awaiting the outcome of legal challenges which 
are likely to be announced shortly. 
 
There are also a few mergers which are still apparently being considered whilst some Councils 
initially subject to consideration for merger now exempt from the process in the immediate term. 
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There has been a considerable amount of information been circulated in relation to the merger 
process and much of this has been distributed to Councillors for their information. 
 
L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
the information can be accessed from the following. 
 
Details of most of the amalgamations: http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-
242.pdf 
 
Details re Parramatta and neighbours: http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-
241.pdf  
 
Details re Local Government (General) Amendment (Staff) Regulation 2016: 
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-243.pdf  
 
Financial Implications: 
There is no significant impact at this stage identifiable for Bourke Shire Council, however, there 
will be an impact on each of the Councils and communities affected by the mergers although it is 
hard to quantify that impact at this early stage. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the report in relation to the  mergers of the 43 New South Councils announced via 
proclamation on the 12th May 2016 be received and noted. 
 

 
  
  

http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-242.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-242.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-241.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-241.pdf
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/regulations/2016-243.pdf
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 425/2016 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30th April 2016 

Balances as per Bank Statement $383,918.20 

Plus: Deposit not shown $1,104.02 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $12,840.08 

Less: Unpresented Auto Pays $31,182.78 

Balance as per Cash Book $340,999.36 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30th April 2016 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $7,700,900.46 $200,000.00 

Water $3,288,434.41  

Sewer $951,361.22  

Trust $184,027.85  

Total Funds $12,124,723.94  

 
Investments as at 30th April 2016 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 3.05 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,530,246.58 3.05 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,264,803.45 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,630.72 3.00 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $405,562.22 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,081,595.38 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $629,499.59 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $720,489.77 2.95 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $608,586.42 3.00 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,069,009.07 3.05 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $370,629.74 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,072,671.64 3.05 % 275 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $11,783,724.58    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified 
that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ 
 
Reconciliation at 30th April 2016 

Balance as per cash book $340,999.36 

Investments $11,783,724.58 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $12,124,723.94 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th April 2016 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st March 2016  30th April 2016 

General Fund $8,452,884.71 -$751,984.25 $7,700,900.46 

Water Fund $3,422,523.88 -$134,089.47 $3,288,434.41 

Sewer Fund $943,987.78 $7,373.44 $951,361.22 

Trust Fund $188,956.81 -$4,928.96 $184,027.85 

Investments -$12,147,709.75 $363,985.17 -$11,783,724.58 

Totals $806,643.43 -$519,644.07 $340,999.36 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st March 2016                $860,643.43 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $82,189.06 

(b) Other Cash  $785,914.86 

Deduct payments for  

(a) Paid since last meeting $1,751,733.16 

(b) New Investment  -$363,985.17 

Balance as 30th April 2016 $340,999.36 

 
Recommendation: 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement 
of Bank Balances as at  30th April 2016 be noted. 
 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 426/2016 Investment Report as at 30th April 2016 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
wŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ƻƴ ŀ 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council 
 
Issues 

¶ Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Investment Policy 

¶ Statutory obligations are being met 

¶ Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
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Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 
Corporate Services. 
 
2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2015/16 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 2.95%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 
Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǎ ŀǘ олth April 2016 is $11,783,724.58. 
 
Investment income earned as at 30th April 2016 is $296,143.02. 
 
3. Policy Provisions ς Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10 ς Investment Policy adopted 28th May 2012. 
Ministerial Investment Order ς 12th January 2011 
 
4. Strategic Implications ς Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
 
Investment Portfolio 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ Portfolio is as follows:- 
 
Investments as at 31st March 2016 

National Australia Bank $1,000,000.00 3.05 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,530,246.58 3.05 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,264,803.45 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,030,630.72 3.00 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $405,562.22 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,081,595.38 2.95 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $629,499.59 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $720,489.77 2.95 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $608,586.42 3.00 % 184 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,069,009.07 3.05 % 275 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $370,629.74 2.95 % 90 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,072,671.64 3.05 % 275 Days A1+ 

Total Investments $11,783,724.58    

 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  100 % 
Average Investment Yield   2.99% 
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Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $363,985.17 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification ς Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government 
(General) wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ нллр ŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎȅΦ 
 
Recommendation 
1. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ tƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻ ŀǎ ŀǘ олth April 2016 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
 

 

File No: P4.2.10 

Report: 427/2016 Delivery Program 2013/2017 and Operation Plan 2016/2017 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 5ǊŀŦǘ 5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ нлмоκнлмт ŀƴŘ hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ нлмсκнлмт Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
available for public comment since the 31st March 2016.  This has included the statutory 
advertising requirements of the Local Government Act. 
 
No written submissions have been received in relation to the Draft Delivery Program 2013/2017 
and Operation Plan 2016/2017. 
 
Required Amendments 
An additional line item is required to be included at the end of Corporate Services fees and 
charges. These comments were omitted from the draft document. 

¶ Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre and Jandra with negotiation of the Manager may provide 
discounted rates on the approval of the General Manager 

¶ From time to time Bourke Shire Council may organise and ticket events these events must 
be priced at cost recovery. Approval to run these event must be by the General Manager  

 
Recommendation 
That Council adopts the Draft Delivery Program 2013/2017 and Operational Plan 2015/2016 as 
advertised and include the additional wording to the Corporate Services fees and charges to recover 
costs. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council adopts the Plant Replacement Schedule as presented in the Delivery Program 
2013/2017 and Operational Plan 2016/2017. 
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Recommendation 
That Council adopts the Budget Estimates as presented in the Delivery Program 2013/2017 and 
Operational Plan 2016/2017. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council adopt the Loan schedule as presented in the Delivery Program 2013/2017 and 
Operational Plan 2016/2017 including the total proposed borrowings for $4,011,000. 
 
Borrowing Statement 

Engineering Plant $611,000 

Computer Upgrade $300.000 

Crib Room $100,000 

Water Supply Augmentation $3,000,000 

Total $4,011000 

 
Recommendation 
That Council adopt the levy of rates and charges as advertised: 
 
(a) Ordinary Rates 2016/2017 
WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 
1/7/2016 to 30/6/2017 was prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 
S402, S403, S404 and S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days 
since the publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions 
have been received in making the Ordinary Rates and that in accordance with S492, S493 and S529 
of the Local Government Act 1993 the following ordinary rates be levied on all rateable land within 
the Shire for the period 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2017: 
 

Type of Rate Cents in $ 
Ad Velorum 

Base amount 

Ordinary Rate ςResidential - Bourke 1.51 122.00 

Ordinary Rates ς Residential ς North Bourke and High 
Street 

1.73 99.00 

Ordinary Rates ς Residential ς Village 4.84 34.00 

Mines Ordinary Rate  1.57 488.00 

Business Ordinary Rate 1.57 168.00 

Ordinary Rates ς Farmland ς General .726 488.00 

Ordinary Rates ς Farmland ς Irrigable .726 488.00 

 
(b) User Charges/Annual Charges ς Water, Sewerage and Urban Drainage 2016/2017 
WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2016 to 30/6/2017 was 
prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and S405 and 
advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the publication of that 
notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions have been received in making 
the User Charges and that in accordance with S496A, S501 and S502 of the Local Government Act 
1993 Council levy on such land on which water and sewerage is connected or able to be connected 
or serviced in accordance with S552 as follows: 
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Water: 

Town/Village Minimum Usage Charge (c/kl) 

Bourke and North Bourke $30.00 $2.16 

Water Access Charges  Charge 

Filtered Water Access 20mm  $185.00 

Filtered Water Access 25mm  $227.00 

Filtered Water Access 32mm  $463.00 

Filtered Water Access 40mm  $634.00 

Filtered Water Access 50mm  $870.00 

Filtered Water Access 100mm  $1,741.00 

Raw Water Access 20mm  $478.00 

Raw Water Access 25mm  $478.00 

Raw Water Access 32mm  $976.00 

Raw Water Access 40mm  $1,509.00 

Raw Water Access 50mm  $2,841.00 

Raw Water Access 100mm  $4,732.00 

Village ς Occupied  $688.00 

Village ς Unoccupied  $80.00 

 
Sewer: 

Council has adopted a user charge applicable to residential and commercial use. 

Sewerage Charges Charge 

Sewage Access Single $686.00 

Sewerage Access Multi $686.00 

 
Urban Drainage: 

Council has adopted a user charge for urban drainage to carry out maintenance. 

Urban Drainage Charge Charge 

Drainage Charge $160.00 

 
(c) Domestic Waste Management Service (Garbage) 2016/2017 
WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2016 to 30/6/2017 was 
prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and S405 and 
advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the publication of that 
notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions have been received in making 
the Domestic Waste Management (Garbage) Rates and that in accordance with s496 and s501 of 
the Local Government Act 1993 Council levy a charge for the year 1/07/16 to 30/06/17 as follows: 
 

Garbage Charges Charge 

Domestic Waste Charges $279.00 

Trade Waste Charges $279.00 

Village Tip Maintenance $96.00 
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(d) Fees and Charges 2016/2017: 
WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2016 to 30/6/2017 was 
prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and S405 and 
advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the publication of that 
notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions have been received in making 
the fees and charges and in accordance with S501 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council adopt 
the fees and charges for period 1/07/16 to 30/06/17 AND FURTHER that Council, in setting these 
charges, examined the criteria detailed in S539 (What criteria are relevant to determining the 
amount charged). 
 

 

File No: C11.2 

Report: 428/2016 Councillors Remuneration 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has handed down its determination for 2016/17 
and has determined that fees for Councillors and Mayors should be increased by 2.5% with this 
increase effective from 1st July 2016.  
 
Bourke is a Rural Council in the scale of fees and the revised fees for a Rural Council are: 

 Min Max 

Councillor $8,540 pa ($8,330) $11,290 pa ($11,010 ) 

Mayor (additional to above) $9,080 pa ($8,860) $24,630 pa ($24,030) 

(* Previous fees applicable to Rural Councils are the bracketed figures) 
 
Background 
Council has previously adopted a policy of paying the minimum fees for Councillors, maximum fee 
for the Mayor. This recognises the heavy workload placed on the Mayor of the Bourke Shire in 
undertaking his duties. 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 states that: 
 
248   Fixing and payment of annual fees for councillors 
(1)  A council must pay each councillor an annual fee. 
(2)  A council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(3)  The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each councillor. 
(4)  A council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined 
by the Remuneration Tribunal. 
 
248A   Annual fees or other remuneration not to be paid during period of suspension 
A council must not at any time pay any fee or other remuneration, or any expenses, to which a 
councillor would otherwise be entitled as the holder of a civic office, in respect of any period 
during which: 
(a)  the councillor is suspended from civic office under this Act, or 
όōύ  ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŦŜŜ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜƳǳƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΣ ƛǎ ǎǳǎǇŜƴŘŜŘ 
under this Act, 
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unless another provision of this Act specifically authorises payment to be made, or specifically 
permits a person to authorise payment to be made, when the suspension is terminated. 
 
249   Fixing and payment of annual fees for the mayor 
(1)  A council must pay the mayor an annual fee. 
(2)  The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the mayor as a councillor. 
 
(3)  A council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with 
the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(4)  A council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined 
by the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(5)  A council may pay the deputy mayor (if there is one) a fee determined by the council for such 
time as the deputy mayor acts in the office of the mayor. The amount of the fee so paid must be 
ŘŜŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȅƻǊΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦŜŜΦ 
 
DETERMINATION PURSUANT TO SECTION 242 OF FEES FOR COUNCILLORS AND MAYORS 
 
Pursuant to s.241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the annual fees to be paid in each of the 
categories to Councillors, Mayors, members and chairpersons of County Councils effective on 
and from 1 July 2016 are determined as follows: 
 

 
Councillor/Member 

Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 
Additional Fee 

 
 General Purpose Councils Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Rural 8,540 11,290 9,080 24,630 

Regional Rural 8,540 18,840 18,180 41,090 

Metropolitan 8,540 18,840 18,180 41,090 

Metropolitan Centre 12,830 23,950 27,260 63,640 

Metropolitan Major 
mMajorCategory IA 

17,110 28,240 36,360 82,270 

Major City 17,110 28,240 36,360 82,270 

Principal City 25,670 37,640 157,030 206,620 

County Councils Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

Water 1,700 9,410 3,640 15,460 

Other 1,700 5,630 3,640 10,270 

 

Note that the Mayoral fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the 
Mayor/Chairperson as a Councillor/Member (s.249 (2)). 
 
Note from Manager of Corporate Services: A copy of the determination has been forwarded to 
Councillors under separate cover. The determination is available at 
http://www.remtribunals.nsw.gov.au/  
 

http://www.remtribunals.nsw.gov.au/
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Recommendation: 
That Council maintain the policy of paying the minimum fee prescribed for a Rural Council and the 
maximum fee applicable to the Mayor, within the Rural Group as specified by the Local Government 
Act, with those fees being $8,540 and $24,630 respectively.  
 

 

File No: P4.2 

Report: 429/2016 Delivery Program Review as at 31st March 2016 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
The Delivery Program review as at 31st March 2016 has been finalised and is included as an 
attachment. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the information on the Delivery Program review as at 31st March 2016 be received and 
adopted. 
 

 

File No: F1.6 

Report: 430/2016 Budget Review to 31st March 2016    

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) requires a 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ .ǳŘƎŜǘ wŜǾƛŜǿ 
Statement (QBRS) to the governing body of council within two months of the end of the quarter. 
Submitted hereunder is that report:  
 
Background 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines on the preparation of QBRS to Council in 
December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guidelines commencing in July 2011 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out in the 
operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income and 
expenditure for that year. 
 
The guidelines also require the budget review statement to include a report by the responsible 
accounting officer as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates Council to be in a 
satisfactory financial position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, to include 
recommendations for remedial action. 
 
Issues 

¶ The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented to 
Council within two months of the end of the quarter. 

¶ The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local GovernmentΩǎ 
Guidelines in December 2010. 

 
 



Agenda and Business Paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 23rd 
May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 43 of 97 of the Agenda and Business Papers relating to the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
Monday, 23rd May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

Assessment 
(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 όǘƘŜ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎύ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ нло ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget review statement to the 
governing body of Council within two months of the end of the quarter 
Division of Local Government ς Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued December 2010 
 
(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлмрκнлмс hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tƭŀƴ ƻƴ нрth May 
2015 and reflected an overall cash based surplus of $513,576. 
 
(c) Policy Provisions ς Council Policy and Practice 
Nil 
 
(d) Strategic Implications ς Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 
 
Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the March 2016 review period and is presented to Council for 
consideration. 
  
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and other 
officers where applicable.  
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the March QBRS is estimated to be a surplus of 
$519,418 
 
A break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added back: 
 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating result 

General ($30,842,973) $27,333,773 $3,509,200 $0 

Water ($4,694,740) $4,700,962 $339,120 $345,342 

Sewer ($1,291,680) $1,291,716 $174,040 $174,076 

Total ($36,829,393) $33,326,451 $4,022,360 $519,418 

 
The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below: 
Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Operational Income ς additional (1,733,044) 

Operational Expenses ς additional (1,688,818) 

Capital Income and Contributions - increase 0 

Capital Expenditure - additional (8,073) 

Transfer to/from Reserves  

Net adjustment - Budget (36,153) 
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Summary Budget Impact 

Original Budget surplus 513,576 

Adjustments from QBRS September 2015 53,378 

Adjustments from QBRS December 2015 (11,383) 

Adjustments from QBRS March 2016  (36,153) 

Revised Budget Surplus $519,418 

 
Conclusion 
The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 31st March 2016 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer provided 
under separate cover to Council. 
 
Recommendation: 
1. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άvǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ .ǳŘƎŜǘ wŜǾƛŜǿ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ς aŀǊŎƘ нлмсέ ōŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ 

noted. 
2. ¢Ƙŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άvǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ .ǳŘƎŜǘ wŜǾƛŜǿ 

Statement ς aŀǊŎƘ нлмсέ ōŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘΦ 
 

 
 
 
 
  



Agenda and Business Paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber on Monday, 23rd 
May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

This is page 45 of 97 of the Agenda and Business Papers relating to the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
Monday, 23rd May 2016 in the Council Chamber, 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke at 9.00am 

PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 

File No: L8.2.5 

Report: 920/2016 2016 Local Government Aboriginal Network Conference 

Author: Bradley Hayden,  Conference Coordinator 

 
Between the 24 to 26 August 2016 Tweed Shire Council will host the 2016 Local Government 
!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ άhǳǊ [ƛǾƛƴƎ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ς tŀǎǘΣ tǊŜǎŜƴǘ ϧ CǳǘǳǊŜέ ŀǘ ¢ǿƛƴ ¢ƻǿƴǎ /ƭǳōǎ 
and Resorts in Tweed Heads. 
  
The Conference will be the platform for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Councillors and staff to 
gather to discuss current and emerging issues facing Aboriginal people in New South Wales.   
  
Registrations will open on 1 June however I can confirm registration fees will remain as they were 
in 2015 which is $680 per registration for the Earlybird rate (registered and paid by 15 July) or 
$780 standard rate.  
  
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

File No: D5.2-C12.5 

Report: 921/2016 Missionaries of Charity ς Donation of Water Rates 

Author: SR Margritta MC, Superior ς Bourke Community 
 

The Missionaries of Charity are once again requesting that Council donate the cost of their water 
rates for the period of 18th September 2016 to 18th March 2016 in the amount of $233.28 plus any 
accrued interest. 
 
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: 922/2016 Bourke Dogs ς Dog Park 

Author: Betty Stefanovic 
 

Ms Stefanovic writes 
άL ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 5ƻƎ wŜƘƻƳƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ōŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀƴŘ 
that a dog park also be created.  This would have a lot of advantages for the local dog owners as 
well as the high volume of travellers, as it could serve as a social gathering place for the owners 
and the dogs could get the exercise they need without wearing their owners out.  I believe it 
would also reduce the barking of a night time as the dogs would have been socialised and 
exercised during daylight hours.  I was thinking that Waters Park on the Dubbo Road could be a 
viable option as it would only require a better fence and proper gates as it already has good trees 
for shade, picnic tables and water taps. Should Council be in a position to act on this proposal I 
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would be interested in joining the committee that would be formed to assist with the planning of 
a dog park, etc.  ά 
 

Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

File No: E6.1-R6.10 

Report: 923/2016 Barwon Darling Water Resource Plan Stakeholder Advisory Panel 

Author: Daniel Connor , Barwon Darling SAP Chair & DPI Water Representative 
 

{ŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǿƻƴ 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎ ²ŀǘŜǊ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ tƭŀƴ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ 
Advisory Panel. (See letter attached). 
 
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

File No: A3.3-C20.6.5 

Report: 924/2016 Letter of Appreciation ς Wonderland Theatre 

Author: Graham & Kelly Randall,  Bourke Furniture One  
 

Thanking Council staff that were ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻƴŘŜǊƭŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлмс 
Back to Bourke Weekend. The assistance given by Phil Johnston, Manager of Tourism & 
Development, Town Services team, Water and Wastewater Team and the Building Services team 
was to be commended, nothing asked for was a problem, which made the job much easier to 
organize. 
 
Recommendation: 
For notation 
 

 

File No: L2.1-L2.8 

Report: 925/2016 Request for Legal Assistance Approved ς Bathurst Regional Council 

Author: Donna Rygate, Chief Executive ς Local Government NSW  
 

Seeking a financial contribution for an application made by Bathurst Regional Council for legal 
assistance under the LGNSW Legal Assistance Policy in the amount of $471.95 in GST. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ to fix fees for services under long-term 
contracts. The NSW Court of Appeals found against Bathurst Regional Council. 
 
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
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File No: T2.1-T2.2-T2.3 

Report: 926/2016 Petition Regarding Mobile Phone Black Spots and ΨлллΩ 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ŀƭƭ 
Access 

Author: Kathryn Marsh 

 
{ŜŜƪƛƴƎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ  ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ǿƛŘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 
Government requesting further funding for mobile phone black spots with a focus on the inability 
ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ΨлллΩ emergency numbers. 
 

άL ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊΣ aƛŎƪ aŎLƴƴŜǎΣ ǘǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
a motorbike accident in October 2015. The accident occurred in a mobile phone black spot, 
delaying emergency assistance by 20 ς 30 minutes becauǎŜ ΨлллΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛŀƭƭŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
the accident scene. This delay may have been the difference between life and death for 
aƛŎƪΦέ 

 
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ  
 

 

File No: A3.37-C8.9.1-C8.9.10 

Report: 927/2016 Response ς Bail Conditions 

Author: The Hon David Clark MLC, Parliamentary Secretary for Justice 

 
Responding on behalf of the Hon Gabrielle Upton MP, Attorney General regarding Councils letter 
on Bail Conditions and advising that due to her ministerial and parliamentary commitments that 
ǘƘŜ !ǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƛǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎ 
that bail conditions are a matter for the Bail Authorities. 
 
Recommendation: 
CƻǊ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 

File No: L8.10-L8.23-L8.33 

Report: 928/2016 Role of the Local Government Boundaries Commission 

Author: Bob Sendt, Chairman ς NSW Local Government Boundaries Commission 

 
Detailing the role of the Local Government Boundaries Commission and in particular with the 
2016 merger process. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the information regarding Role of the Local Government Boundaries Commission 
be noted. 
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From: STEFANOVIC, Betty [mailto:Betty.Stefanovic@dcs.nsw.gov.au]  
Sent: Tuesday, 19 April 2016 2:11 PM 
To: 'rearl@bourke.nsw.gov.au' 
Subject: Bourke dogs 

  
Good Afternoon Ross, 
  
I confirm that Dwayne Willoughby from Bourke Council did contact me after I spoke to you and we had a 
discussion about the dog situation here in Bourke. 
  
Dwayne did admit there is a high level of euthanasia of dogs here in Bourke but maintains that proper 
procedure is followed.  Dwayne also conceded that Bourke does not have a rehoming programme where 
atǘŜƳǇǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǝƻ 
to and see what type of dogs are currently held in the pound.  I do believe something like this for Bourke 
would be advantageous and would reduce the high rate of euthanasia here. 
  
During our conversation I also asked Dwayne about the possibility of a dog park.  He mentioned that the 
land in front of the pound was the dog off leash area.  This comes as a surprise to me and quite a few 
other dog owners in town as the area is not signed as such.  However, I did say to Dwayne that a properly 
ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ .ƻǳǊƪŜ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘƻƎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƻŦŦ ƭŜŀǎƘ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
fenced off especially if there is wildlife about and horses just across the road that they could chase, etc. 
  
Dwayne suggested I put my request in writing to you so it can be considered by Council.  As such I would 
like to propose that a proper rehoming programme be introduced to Bourke and that a dog park also be 
created.  This would have a lot of advantages for the local dog owners as well as the high volume of 
travellers, as it could serve as a social gathering place for the owners and the dogs could get the exercise 
they need without wearing their owners out.  I believe it would also reduce the barking of a night time as 
the dogs would have been socialised and exercised during daylight hours.  I was thinking that Waters Park 
on the Dubbo Road could be a viable option as it would only require a better fence and proper gates as it 
already has good trees for shade, picnic tables and water taps. 
  
Should Council be in a position to act on this proposal I would be interested in joining the committee that 
would be formed to assist with the planning of a dog park, etc.   
  
I look forward to your response. 
  
Kind Regards 
  
Betty Stefanovic 
  
Betty Stefanovic| Manager | Bourke Community Corrections|Corrective Services |NSW Department of 
Justice 
Email: betty.stefanovic@dcs.nsw.gov.au | Phone: 02 6870 8002 | Mobile: 0400 586 581 | Fax: 02 6872 
2592  | 51-53 Mitchell Street, Bourke, NSW, 2840 | PO Box 91, Bourke, NSW, 2840 

 

mailto:Betty.Stefanovic@dcs.nsw.gov.au
mailto:rearl@bourke.nsw.gov.au
mailto:betty.stefanovic@dcs.nsw.gov.au
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Katharine Marsh 
RMB 533 
KOJONUP WA 6395 
kathmarsh1983@hotmail.com 
 
11 May 2016 
 
Bourke Shire Council 
PO Box 21 
BOURKE NSW 2840 
 
Dear General Manager and Councillors 
 
Re: Petition regarding mobile phone black spots and ó000ô emergency call access 
I am seeking your support in an Australian wide campaign to the Federal government requesting further 
funding for mobile phone black spots with a focus on the inability to access ó000ô emergency numbers. 
I initiated this campaign after my partner, Mick McInnes, tragically passed away following a motorbike 
accident in October 2015. The accident occurred in a mobile phone black spot, delaying emergency 
assistance by 20 ï 30 minutes because ó000ô could not be dialed from the accident scene. This delay may 
have been the difference between life and death for Mick. Further details can be found at 
https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/30871433/hope-andhelp-amid-grief/ 
 
My story is sadly not an isolated incident. Similar incidents happen every year including most recently in 
late April 2016 in Walhalla, Victoria. 
 
Where there is a mobile phone black spot there is no mobile network coverage and one cannot dial ó000ô to 
access emergency services. Alternative numbers such as ó112ô do not enhance the ability to access 
emergency services as mobile phones produced after 2002 already have the roaming capabilities that ó112ô 
unlocked in older phones. Mobile phones cannot utilise satellite networks to access ó000ô. 
 
There are 10692 mobile phone black spots Australia wide, with 3419 across New South Wales and 13 in 
your Local Government area. 
 
The Federal Budget handed down on 3 May 2016 sadly did not include any further funding for the Mobile 
Black Spot Program. Instead the discontinuation of the Program was listed as a savings measure in 
projections to 2020. 
 
I appreciate the Federal government had previously committed $160 million to mobile phone black spots 
with those towers still being rolled out or being announced in June/July 2016. However that funding will 
leave conservatively at least 3000 mobile phone black spots unaddressed. With no further funding currently 
forthcoming there is no guarantee as to when the remaining black spots will be addressed. 
 
I appreciate that Local Governments across Australia have worked tirelessly for several years to improve 
mobile phone black spots. This campaign does not seek to undermine that work or existing relationships 
you have with the Federal government and Federal MPs, rather it seeks to enhance this work. 
I am seeking your support by making the petition that forms part of the campaign available at your councilôs 
customer service counters for signing by the public. 
 
If you would like to provide additional support, letters of support highlighting the inability to access ó000ô 
emergency numbers in mobile phone black spot areas and the need for further funding to the candidates in 
the Federal electorate of Parkes, which covers your Local Government area, would be greatly appreciated. 
 
An information package is attached with details of the petition and the campaign website and facebook 
page which has further information. 
 
Please contact me on 08 9833 2235 or kathmarsh1983@hotmail.com to discuss further. 
I thank you for your consideration and support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Katharine Marsh 

https://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/wa/a/30871433/hope-andhelp-amid-grief/
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TRIPLE ZERO EMERGENCY CALLS 
AUSTRALIA WIDE 
 
INFORMATION PACKAGE 
 
Thank you for deciding to participate in this petition campaigning for the Federal 
government to increase funding to improve mobile phone black spots and commit to a 
deadline by which all currently identified mobile phone black spots will be rectified. 
 
The information package contains: 

¶ Flyer which can be printed and handed out to people if desired (1) 

¶ Complete wording of the petition (2) 

¶ Form for signature collection (3) ï print as many as necessary 
 
IMPORTANT ï ALL SIGNATURES MUST BE COLLECTED ON THE FORM FOR 
SIGNATURE COLLECTION. SIGNATURES COLLECTED ON BLANK PAGES OR ON 
THE BACK OF THAT FORM WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT AS VALID SIGNATURES. 
 
You are welcome to place this petition in a prominent place in your local area or 
individually ask people to sign the petition. If leaving the petition somewhere to be signed 
I recommend printing the complete wording of the petition so people can read more 
about what they are signing. 
 
Please note when requesting people to sign the petition providing details of their address 
is voluntary and can be left blank if they choose, however, including a full address does 
give more weight to the petition as their names can be cross referenced on the electoral 
roll. Please note, they will not be contacted or sent junk mail if providing an address. 
 
Signatures should be collected and returned to me by 30th June 2016. 
The signatures will then be collated and sent to the Standing Committee on Petitions for 
presentation to the Federal government following the election on 2nd July 2016. 
 
Please return your completed signature forms to: 
Katharine Marsh 
RMB 533 
KOJONUP WA 6395 
 
For further information or queries please email kathmarsh1983@hotmail.com 
 
Thank you for your support and assistance. Remember it doesnôt matter if you 
collect one signature or one thousand signatures ï collectively we can make a 
difference. 
 
Kind regards 
Katharine Marsh 
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TRIPLE ZERO EMERGENCY CALLS 
AUSTRALIA WIDE 
This campaign aims to lobby the Federal government to increase funding to improve mobile phone 
black spots and commit to a deadline by which all currently identified black spots will be rectified. 
 
It also aims to raise awareness that if your life is in danger you may not be able to place a '000' 
emergency call in Australia, irrespective of where you are located, due to mobile phone black 
spots. 
 
I am campaigning for this issue after my partner, Mick, tragically passed away following a motorbike 
accident which occurred in a mobile phone black spot, delaying emergency assistance for 20 ï 30 minutes. 
 
My experience is not an isolated incident - others have been affected in a similar way. Recent bushfires in 
late 2015 - early 2016 have also highlighted the problems of mobile phone black spots preventing access 
to emergency services. 
 
There are 10692 identified mobile phone black spots throughout Australia, including near capital cities, 
along major highways and transport routes and in whole towns and villages. 
 
Where there is a mobile phone black spot there is no mobile phone network coverage and you 
cannot make a '000' call. 
 
Ultimately if you are faced with a life-threatening emergency and are in a mobile phone black spot area you 
will not be able to obtain emergency assistance. Delays in seeking emergency assistance could be the 
difference between life and death. 
 
In 2016, citizens of Australia should be secure in the knowledge that they will be able to access emergency 
services no matter where they are located. The technology exists to eradicate mobile phone black spots ï it 
is simply a matter of further funding. 
 
A phone call that could save a life is of far greater importance than high speed internet connection. Yet 
$160 million over 3 years allocated to upgrading mobile phone black spots appears a drop in the ocean 
compared to $27 billion spent on rolling out the NBN. 
 
What use is high speed internet connection to Australians when our country does not even have 
the basic technology in place to ensure that every Australian has access to '000' emergency calls 
when their life is in danger? 
 
Thank you for taking time to become involved in this campaign and sign this petition. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Katharine Marsh 
Kojonup, Western Australia 

kathmarsh1983@hotmail.com 
 
Further information: 
Triple zero emergency calls Australia wide 
http://triple0foraustralia.wix.com/triple0foraustralia 
Triple Zero Call Access for All Australians 
https://www.facebook.com/triple0foraustralia/ 
Mobile Black Spot Programme: 
https://www.communications.gov.au/what-we-do/phone/mobile-services-and-coverage/mobile-black-
spotprogramme 
Triple zero (000): 
http://www.triplezero.gov.au/Pages/Usingotheremergencynumbers.aspx 
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PETITION FOR IMPROVED FUNDING FOR 
MOBILE PHONE BLACK SPOTS 
TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
 
This petition of mobile phone owning citizens of Australia draws to the attention of the House the issue of 
mobile phone black spots and their implications on access to emergency services. 
 
There are over 10000 nominated mobile phone black spots throughout Australia, including near capital 
cities, along major highways and transport routes and in whole towns and villages. Where there is a black 
spot there is no mobile network coverage and one cannot dial ó000ô to access emergency services. 
Alternative numbers such as ó112ô cannot access emergency services in a black spot area and mobile 
phones do not utilise satellite network coverage. 
 
Ultimately if you are faced with a life-threatening emergency and are in a mobile phone black spot area you 
will not be able to obtain emergency assistance. Delays in seeking emergency assistance could be the 
difference between life and death. 
 
The technology exists to eradicate mobile phone black spots ï it is simply a matter of further funding. In 
2016, we feel that citizens of Australia should be secure in the knowledge that they will be able to access 
emergency services no matter where they are located. We feel that a phone call that could save a life is of 
far greater importance than high speed internet connection. 
 
We therefore ask the House to consider further funding for the improvement of mobile phone black spots 
and commit to a deadline by which all identified mobile phone black spots will receive mobile coverage. 
 
Thanks for being involved with this petition. Please return completed forms by 30th June 2016 to: 
 
Katharine Marsh 
RMB 533 
KOJONUP WA 6395 
Please email kathmarsh1983@hotmail.com for further information 
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TO THE HONOURABLE THE SPEAKER AND MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
We therefore ask the House to consider further funding for the improvement of mobile phone black spots 
and commit to a deadline by which all identified mobile phone black spots will receive mobile coverage. 
 
SIGNATURES OF OTHER PETITIONERS  

FULL NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS (VOLUNTARY) 
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