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BACKGROUND 
One          
1.1 Introduction - Regional Setting 
 
Located in western NSW, the Bourke Local Government Area is 43116 km2 in size with a population of 
approximately 2800 people. The Local Government Area consists of the urban area of Bourke and 
several small outlying villages and a substantial rural population. Bourke is renowned for its history and 
setting along the Darling River, the river supplies water for Bourke’s major industries which include 
cotton, wool and citrus. Bourke’s history and location is a major draw card for tourism with increasing 
numbers visiting Bourke each year. Bourke experiences hot summers and mild winters with the 
temperature rising above 40 degrees regularly in the summer months. Bourke residents demonstrate a 
strong participation and interest in both structured and unstructured sport and recreation activities all 
year round. 
 
1.2 Local Setting 
 
Bourke Fishing Reserve is located approximately 6km west of the Bourke. The area is bordered by the 
Darling River and surrounding properties. The total Bourke Fishing Reserve area covers approximately 
161.5 hectares. 
Bourke Shire Council are the Trust Managers of many reserves within the Bourke Shire Council Local 
Government Area.  At present, there are no known ‘Plans of Management’ for any of these Reserves.  
Some of these Reserves occupy environmentally sensitive tracts of Darling River floodplain, including the 
Fishing, Maritime, and Mays Bends Reserves.  It is expected that all of these Reserves contain important 
cultural aboriginal sites, and many are also visited by tourists and local community members. 
Given the lack of Management Plans present, there are no planned future directions for these Reserves. 
In order to achieve more sustainable environmental outcomes, including protection of cultural artifacts, 
and enhancement of the area for users, it is therefore proposed to prepare a draft Plan of Management 
for the Fishing Reserve, to enable circulation and input from relevant and interested stakeholders, 
including but not limited to – 
 
 Department of Primary Industries 
 Department of Finance and Services 
 Nulla Nulla Local Aboriginal Lands Council 
 Bourke Shire Council 
 Local Land Services 
 Office of Environment and Heritage (including National Parks and Wildlife Service) 
 Bourke Community Working Party 
 Department of Primary Industries (NSW Fisheries) 
 Relevant Landcare groups 

 
This Plan of Management directs the management, development and use of the Bourke Fishing Reserve, 
The plan identifies objectives, performance targets and the means in which these will be achieved. It 
clarifies and establishes Council policy and direction and provides a basis for assigning priorities in works 
programming and budgeting. This plan does not commit Council to funding improvements that are 
outside its budget limits.  The plan will be reviewed regularly to assess implementation and 
performance. A detailed review after 5 years will allow policy and planning issues to be updated. 
After relevant circulation input, including community meetings and a formal exhibition/advertising 
period, it is then proposed to present the draft plan to the Minister of Lands for endorsement. 
 
 
 
 
1.3 Land Covered Under this Plan of Management 
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This Plan of Management applies to Bourke Fishing Reserve. 
 Reserve 86273 
 Lot 52 DP751848 
 
Map of Area –The area outlined in pink is the Bourke Fishing Reserve 
 

 
 
 
1.4 Owner of the Land 
 
The land known as the Bourke Fishing Reserve, Reserve 86273 Lot 52 DP 751848 is a Crown Reserve, 
owned by the State (Crown).  Bourke Shire Council is the appointed trust manager of the Bourke Fishing 
Reserve under Section 95 of the Crown Lands Act 1989. 
 
1.5  Legislative Requirements and Principles of Crown Land Management 
 
This draft plan has been prepared under the guidelines as outlined in the Department of Lands Reserve 
Trust Handbook – March 2007.  The Crown Lands Act 1989 (hereafter referred to as the ‘Act’) is the 
principle legislation that protects and governs how Crown Lands may be used and managed for the 
public benefit. 
Section 11 of the Act states - 

Principles of Crown land management 

For the purposes of this Act, the principles of Crown land management are:  
(a)  that environmental protection principles be observed in relation to the management and administration of 

Crown land, 
 (b)  that the natural resources of Crown land (including water, soil, flora, fauna and scenic quality) be   

conserved wherever possible, 
(c)  that public use and enjoyment of appropriate Crown land be encouraged, 
(d)  that, where appropriate, multiple use of Crown land be encouraged, 
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 (e)   that, where appropriate, Crown land should be used and managed in such a way that both the land and its 
resources are sustained in perpetuity, and 

 (f)    that Crown land be occupied, used, sold, leased, licensed or otherwise dealt with in the best interests of the 
State consistent with the above principles. 

 
This plan of management has been prepared in accordance with the above principles to direct the future 
management of the Bourke Fishing Reserve. 
 
1.6 Purpose/Use of the reserve to which the Plan of Management applies 
 
The government order or notification of reserve sets out the purpose for which a Reserve may be used.  
Generally a Reserve’s use is required to be consistent with the current purpose of the Reserve.  The 
Crown Lands Regulation 2006 however does list additional uses for which Reserves can be used, under 
temporary licenses.  Where possible multiple uses that are consistent with the purpose are encouraged. 
The purpose of the Reservation for the land that is the Bourke Fishing Reserve is for Public Recreation. 
 
1.7 Purposes of this Plan of Management 
 
The plan of Management for the Bourke Fishing Reserve aims to achieve the following broad objectives, 
all may not be realized or clearly documented in this version, such as masterplans and the like, but it is 
hoped that these can be incorporated in future reviews and upgrades of this plan, or as programs to run 
alongside this plan.  
 
 Set out the strategic direction of the reserve 
 Outline operational and day to day management of the Reserve 
 Act as a conservation tool 
 Contain directions for development and infrastructure provision 
 Specify how legal and policy requirements are applied to the Reserve 
 Create a concept design for future development of the Reserve 
 Provide a landscape master-plan 
 Collate information in a single document for ease of reference 
 Identify and minimise any risks, including any potential emergencies 
 Develop a budgeted program for maintenance and development works 
 Ensure that the environment is appropriately managed 
 Define and resolve tenure, including access, matters 
 Provide for an additional purpose for the Reserve – e.g. Camping 

 
1.8 Classification and Categorisation of Land  
 
All land covered under this plan is a natural area and is categorised as Bushland. 
The core objectives for this land are: 
 
 (a)  to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological biodiversity and 

habitat values of the land, the flora and fauna (including invertebrates, fungi and micro-organisms) of 
the land and other ecological values of the land, and 

(b)  to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of the land, and 
(c)  to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the values and 

quality of the land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to implement measures directed 
to minimising or mitigating any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and 

(d)  to restore degraded bushland, and 
(e)  to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and foreshores, and 
(f)  to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing plant and animal 

communities to survive in the long term, and 
(g)  to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface. 
 

Corporate Goals – Link to Councils Strategic Planning 
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The production of this plan of management is closely linked to Bourke Shire Council’s initial Strategic 
Direction, labeled the ‘Bourke Shire Council Strategic Direction for the Next Decade 2012-2022’ 
document.  The development of this plan is consistent with, and is an important example of Councils 
motto of 
 
“Building a strong united community, proud of our past and committed to our future”. 
 
The adoption and implementation of this plan will specifically contribute to the following ‘Strategic 
areas of Focus’ from Councils Strategic Directions document – 
 

• Enhancing Community Wellbeing 
 Taking leadership with our community and governments to improve social issues in the 

region 
 Encouraging and supporting initiatives with local indigenous communities, particularly 

through Community Working Parties 
 Promoting participation and co-ordination between the community and Councils 
 Encouraging and supporting community initiatives to enhance community benefits 

 
• Living in the Environment 

 Managing the natural and built environment responsibly 
 Considering future generations in all our decision making 

 
• Delivering Better Services 

 Providing infrastructure to support Community needs 
 Planning for future service needs of our communities 

 
• Promoting leadership 

 Advocating the iconic regional benefits of Bourke Shire areas, its people and resources 
 Providing strategic leadership for the community 

 
 
1.9 History 
Traditional Owners 
All along the Darling River the advantages offered by the waterway for fish, fowl and water attracted 
Aboriginal people for thousands of years. The grasslands around rivers were harvested for their seeds, 
and the fire regimes deliberately fostered by the various Aboriginal groups created a fairly complex and 
evolving system for the protection of essential resources. It is understood that the territory occupied by 
the Fishing Reserve was part of the Ngiyampaa people. 
 
Land History 
The parcel which is known as the fishing reserve dates back to 1860 when the site of township of Bourke 
was surveyed. The town plan included blocks running north-south, east-west on a rectangular grid 
parallel to the river. To the east and west of the town, large agricultural blocks were surveyed. The 409 
acre land parcel that is known as the fishing reserve was originally held by H.J O’sullivan and later A.C 
Douglas. 
 
 
1.10 Community Consultation 
Community consultation plays an important role in the preparation of any plan of management. It can 
provide an understanding of relevant needs, values, issues, preferences and priorities from people who 
are familiar with and use/will use the open space in question.  
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                          Sensitive Darling River Environment of the Bourke Fishing Reserve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DEVELOPMENT AND USE  
Two 
2.1 Existing Condition of the Land and Structures     
  
Bourke Fishing Reserve is desperately in need of improvement. The area has become run down with 
little or no maintenance taken place in the reserve. The Bourke Fishing Reserve has tables and chairs, 
BBQ’s and old pit toilets placed around the reserve. With the lack of maintenance over the years and 
frequent vandalism these facilities are in need of either replacing or major works to restore to a 
satisfactory level. The land has become degraded due to no works being carried out with overgrown 
vegetation and destabilization and erosion of the land. 
Recent works carried out on the Reserve, was the removal and destruction of African Box Thorn plants in 
the Reserve and some minor road repair, these works were carried out by Bourke Shire Council. 
Council has gained an increase in the Financial Assistance Grant for 2013 and the Fishing reserve has 
been identified and received funding for upgrades to seating and BBQ’s and increased maintenance 
work. 
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Photos of the recent Box-Thorn removal of the Bourke Fishing Reserve 
 
2.2 Existing Use of the Land and Structures 
 
The existing uses are to be maintained and/or expanded where appropriate. Other uses that are 
considered consistent with the core objectives for the respective category of land and the guiding 
principles listed in section 2.4 may also be permitted, if consistent with the purpose of the Reserve. 
 
2.3 Future Use of the Land and Structures 
 
The Reserve is used by the general public for a range of informal passive and scenic recreation purposes. 
The area if restored could be become popular for walking, picnics, bird watching, fishing and simply 
appreciating the views and nature.  
 
2.4 Guiding Principles 
 
The following guiding principles underpin decision-making in relation to the Bourke Fishing Reserve area. 
They represent a synthesis of values expressed by the community and stakeholders, as well 
as the views of Council. 
 
 Identification and Protection of Cultural sites and artifacts within the area 
 Improve facilities and settings to enhance the accessibility, well-being and recreation 

experience of visitors to the area 
 Ensure the level and intensity of park use is sympathetic to the capability of the physical 

setting, facilities and the amenity of the surrounding locality 
 Ensure that safety and security issues are considered in all aspects of the planning and 

design of the area 
 Promote a high level of visual quality by improving landscaping, reserve maintenance and the 

sensitive design of new structures 
 Protect and enhance the native vegetation and wildlife habitat values of the area 
 Promote opportunities for environmental, recreational, educational, tourism and economic 

development where appropriate 
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 Ensure the planning and management of the reserve complies with the Department of Lands, in 
particular the Crown Lands Act 1989, the Bourke Shire Council, and other relevant stakeholders 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MANAGEMENT 
Three 
3.1 Access and Parking 
 
3.1.1 Vehicle Access, Parking and Movement 
 
As the majority of visitors to the area arrive by car, it is very importance to ensure vehicle access, parking 
and movement is safe and effective. The existing roads within the reserve are in relatively poor condition 
and require improvements.  There is currently no formalised car parking within the area.  
 
3.1.2 Fencing, Gates and Barriers 
 
A grid currently exists at the entrance to the reserve, the boundary fence is of poor condition and needs 
replacing. 
 
3.2 Land-Based Recreation 
 
Bourke Fishing Reserve provides an ideal setting for a wide range of land and water based recreational 
pursuits. Numerous improvements that reflect the results of consultation are proposed to enhance the 
area’s recreation value.  Any land based recreation would most likely be limited passive recreation such 
as bush walking tracks, in the interests of the protection of the environment and cultural sites and 
artifacts. 
 
3.2.1 Picnics and Barbecues 
 
The reserve’s generous areas, river views and range of recreation activities make it an ideal and highly 
valued location for picnics and barbecues. Unfortunately existing picnic and barbecue facilities are 
inadequate and generally in poor condition. Numerous picnic shelters (some with electric or gas 
barbecues) and park tables and benches (with and without roofs) should be provided in suitable 
locations throughout the area. Existing picnic and barbecue facilities that are in poor condition should be 
replaced. The new facilities will be of a consistent and attractive design that is functional, durable and 
easy to maintain. 
 
3.2.2 Walking  
With its large open areas there is plenty of opportunities for walking trials to encompass the reserve. 
 
3.2.3 Relaxing and Appreciating Nature 
 
The peaceful area of the Reserve, the scenic views, wide open space and the adjoining river make the 
Bourke Fishing Reserve a popular place for simply relaxing and appreciating nature. For this reason it is 
important to balance the development and use of the area so that its relaxing appeal and natural 
attributes are not compromised. Access to areas of open space must be maximised and shade tree 
planting and other landscaping (native species only) should aim to improve the area’s visual quality, 
ambience and natural environment. The provision of proposed picnic and barbecue facilities and bench 
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seats will add to visitors’ enjoyment of the area as a place to relax and appreciate nature. The Reserve 
attracts a range of wildlife and offers pleasing views and open spaces.  A series of interpretive signs are 
proposed to be located in various points throughout the area. These may include information on 
environmental and historic aspects of the area. 
 
3.3 Water-Based Recreation and Sports 
 
The Darling River runs along the edge of the reserve and provides an opportunity for fishing and 
swimming. 
 
3.4 Amenities and Other Facilities 
3.4.1 Toilets  
 
There are existing toilets on the Reserve; these are the old pit style toilets which are now an WHS, 
environmental and public health risk. Due to vandalism, toilets are not a viable option at this stage. 
 
3.4.2 Signage 
 
Existing signage is only at the entrance to the reserve with an old outdated sign which is very badly worn. 
New signage (directional, instructional, safety, interpretive, etc) is required throughout the area. New 
signage should be of an attractive and consistent design to brand the area as a major Bourke Shire 
Council recreation area. An information board is also proposed near the main entrance to provide 
information and rules and regulations relating to the reserve area as well as tourist information for 
Bourke. 
 
3.5 Landscaping 
 
A landscape plan that details suitable native trees, shrubs and groundcovers is to be prepared 
for the area.  
 
3.6 Events, Commercial Activities and Conditions of Hire 
 
The prior approval of Council is required to hold major events and for any activity specified 
below: 
Engaging in a trade or business; 
Directing or procuring a theatrical, musical or other entertainment for the public; 
Constructing a temporary enclosure for the purpose of entertainment; 
For fee or reward, playing a musical instrument or singing; 
Setting up, operating or using a loudspeaker or sound amplifying device; 
Delivering a public address or holding a religious service or public meeting. 
 
Any activities which carry a high risk of injury and/or which may disrupt other users of the reserve 
are not permissible. Examples include trail or motorbike riding, golf and horse riding. 
 
3.7 Safety, Security and Risk Management 
All due care will be taken by Council, maintenance contractors and lessees to ensure the safety of the 
public and their property. A risk management plan is to be developed and implemented with regular 
safety inspections for potential hazards undertaken as a matter or routine. Rules and regulations for the 
use of the area are to be clearly signposted. 
A typical risk management planning process is indicated below - 
 
3.8 Risk Management Planning Process 
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Like many public parks and reserves The Bourke Fishing Reserve is subject to vandalism and security 
problems. The following strategies are proposed to minimise opportunities for vandalism within the 
reserve and to maintain a cost effective and non-obtrusive security system. 
Structures and facilities should be designed to minimise opportunities for vandalism (e.g. unbreakable 
glass, vandal resistant fixtures, unmovable park furniture, minimisation of large open wall areas (through 
landscaping and design change). 
Vandalism attracts vandalism. Research indicates that poorly maintained areas attract a greater level of 
vandalism than open spaces areas where vandalism is attended to immediately. 
Security systems such as patrols and monitoring may be implemented in an attempt to reduce 
vandalism.  Post anti-vandalism signs could be installed as a deterrent.  A means of incentive could be 
provided for reporting vandalism. 
Community ‘ownership’ can be encouraged by involving local residents (particularly youth) in design and 
maintenance and public art projects. 
All damage should be reported to the police immediately. 
 
1. Risk Identification 
Site inspections 
Checklists 
Group discussions 
Review of plans 
 
2. Risk Evaluation 
Frequency 
Probability 
Severity 
 
3. Risk Control 
Elimination 
Education 
Retention 
Transfer 
 
A vandalism incident reporting system should be maintained. 
By creating a range of recreation opportunities to increase usage of the area, opportunities 
for vandalism will be reduced. 
It is aimed to enhance the safety of developments for all users; and minimise the opportunities for crime 
to be committed. 
 
3.9 Maintenance 
A major management issue is the ongoing maintenance of reserves, and the challenge facing Council 
in maintaining appropriate standards with increasing workloads and stretched financial resources. 
Council’s Environmental Department and Engineering Department will be responsible for maintaining 
the majority of the area. As facilities within the area are upgraded and expanded and usage levels rise 
the maintenance requirements will also increase. Maintenance budgets need to reflect this increased 
demand so that appropriate standards and service levels are maintained to ensure user satisfaction and 
safety. A maintenance plan and asset management system that ensures long term maintenance and 
protection and replacement is to be prepared and implemented. Necessary reactive maintenance is to 
be carried out as soon as possible and items of health and safety concern are to be addressed as a 
matter of priority. 
 
3.10 Opportunities for Economic and / or Community Development 
Bourke Fishing Reserve offers potential for a range of activities and developments that can positively 
contribute to the economic and/or community development of Bourke such as environmental, 
recreational, educational, tourism and research initiatives. Some of the ideas that have been suggested 
include environmental research programs and tours. 
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Provided such activities and programs are consistent with the core objectives for the respective category 
of land and do not compromise other objectives of the plan, such activities and developments are to be 
encouraged and promoted. 
Any proposals will be assessed in accordance with the provisions of this plan and any other relevant 
statutory requirements, policies or procedures that may apply. Further community and stakeholder 
consultation may be required as part of this process. 
 
 
 
 

 
             Visitor Amenities at the Reserve are in poor condition 
 
 

          

OBJECTIVES, TARGETS, MEANS AND ASSESSMENT 
Four 
 
In addition to the core objectives that apply to land, a number of more specific objectives have also been 
established. All objectives are listed in the table on the following pages. Separate performance targets, 
means of achievement, means of assessment and priorities for each objective are also listed. The 
proposed priorities reflect the current relative importance of works/actions in meeting the objectives of 
the plan of management. It is important to acknowledge that the priority attached to each action is 
subject to the availability of necessary resources (physical, human and financial). 
 
The assigned priorities are defined as followed: 
 
ST (Short Term) - action to be completed within 4 years 
MT (Medium Term) - action to be commenced and / or completed after 4 years 
LT (Long Term) - action to be undertaken in the long term 
O (Ongoing) - action undertaken on a regular or ongoing basis 
AN (As Needed) - action undertaken as need arises 
 
 

 
        Poor Condition of Visitor Amenities at the Reserve 
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Issue Objective Performance Target Means of Achievement Performance Measure Priority 
Cultural Sites Ensure all known sites are mapped 

and appropriate controls are put  
in place to encourage protection. 

Entire site surveyed for  
Cultural Sites/artifacts 

Employ services of qualified company/ 
State Agency to work with local stake- 
Holders to undertake survey and record- 
Ing of sites/artifacts 

All known sites/artifacts surveyed and 
recorded (respecting appropriate 
protocols e.g. some sites are not to be 
made public knowledge) 

ST 

Illegal Stock Ensure all stock from neighboring 
properties, e.g. horses, sheep are  
kept out of Reserve 

Fences maintained/improved 
where needed(joint project 
with neighboring owners) 

Regular inspection of boundary fences 
and works programmed 

Reduced instances of stock entering  
Reserve 

O 

Noxious Weeds  
& Pest Animals  
(e.g. Carp,  
Rabbits) 
 

Ensure control of all noxious weeds 
and pest animals – e.g. through 
carp eradication and rabbit 
control programs 

Entire site free from Noxious 
Weeds and Pest animals  
controlled 

Regular inspections, surveys, control 
works undertaken  

Levels of Noxious weeds and Pest  
animals controlled 

O 

Native Flora and 
Fauna 

Ensure sustainable population 
of native flora and fauna 

Noxious Weeds and Pest 
Animals numbers reduced 
to allow for Native Flora and 
Fauna to increase 

Control of Noxious Weeds and Pest 
Animals, programs to improve 
Native flora and fauna 

Increase in native flora and fauna O 

 
Access and 
Parking 
 

 
Provide for safe formalized  
pedestrian and cyclist access and 
movement throughout the 
reserve. 
 
Manage vehicle parking and 
movement throughout the 
reserve  
 

 
Restrict Vehicle access 
where appropriate 
 
 
 
Upgrade and maintain 
internal roads to 
appropriate standard  
 
 
Provide adequate, well 
located parking areas to 
ensure safety and 
accessibility 
 

 
Install barriers, signage, log fencing 
and/or other suitable measures to 
restrict vehicle access to areas  
 
 
Implement road upgrade and 
maintenance as required   
 
 
 
Appropriately surface designated car 
parking areas. Where appropriate 
include barriers and signage  
 

 
Vehicle access restricted where 
appropriate           
 
 
 
Regular inspections undertaken and 
necessary road upgrade and 
maintenance works performed               
 
 
Adequate designated car parking 
provided    
 

 
ST 
 
 
 
 
ST 
 
 
 
 
ST 



Bourke Fishing Reserve – Plan of Management 
14 

Issue 
 

Objective Performance Target Means of Achievement Performance Measure Priority 

 
Land based 
recreation 

 
Provide a range of safe and 
satisfying land based recreation 
opportunities that reflect 
community needs and 
preferences    

 
Provide new and/or 
improved seating, 
picnic shelters, tables and 
barbeque facilities at 
various locations 
throughout the reserve  
 
 
Improve opportunities for 
relaxing, appreciating 
nature, bird watching and 
other suitable passive 
recreation activities 

 
Install new picnic and barbeque 
facilities and repair existing facilities 
where appropriate.  
Designs and locations are to be 
determined. 
 
 
 
Install facilities(bench seats, 
interpretive signage) to enhance 
opportunities for relaxing, 
appreciating nature and passive 
recreation  
 

 
Well maintained picnic and 
barbeque facilities provided at 
various suitable locations through 
the reserve 
 
 
 
 
Improved opportunities for relaxing, 
appreciating nature and passive 
recreation provided     

 
ST 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ST 

 
Amenities and 
Facilities 
 

 
To provide new and/or 
improved amenities and 
ancillary facilities to enhance 
reserve user comfort, safety 
and enjoyment  
 

 
To establish an effective 
signage system  
throughout the reserve, and 
directional signage from 
Bourke and the main access 
roads leading in, that is 
attractive and consistent in 
design. 
 
Enable the installation of 
commemorative 
Plaques, monuments etc 
 
 
 

 
Design and install new reserve 
signage (directional,  instructional, 
safety, interpretive) 
 
 
 
Proposals for the installation of 
commemorative plaques, monuments, 
etc considered 
by Council 
 
Plant native shade trees throughout 
the area, 
particularly near picnic sites, bench 
seats etc 

 
New signage designed and installed          
 
 
 
 
 
Commemorative installations        
permitted with prior Council 
approval            
 
 
Additional shade provided 
throughout           

 
ST 
 
 
 
 
 
MT 
 
 
 
 
LT 
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Issue 
 

Objective Performance Target Means of Achievement Performance Measure Priority 

 
Amenities and 
Facilities 
(cont’d) 
 

 
To provide new and/or 
improved amenities and 
ancillary facilities to enhance 
reserve user comfort, safety 
and enjoyment  (cont’d) 
 

Provision of a suitable level 
Of public facilities 

Provide additional shade (trees and 
structures) throughout the reserve  
Possible provision of boat ramp, bbq, 
toilets 
 

Additional shade and facilities 
provided throughout           

LT 

 
Landscaping  
Including 
Bank Stabilisation  
Beautification 

 
Improve the aesthetic, passive 
recreation and habitat value of the 
area through landscaping 
and shade tree planting 

 
Develop and implement an 
appropriate native landscape 
plan for the entire reserve 

 
Landscape plan to be created                              

 
The areas aesthetic and recreation 
value is improved         
through the implementation of an 
appropriate landscape plan 
 
 

 
LT 

 
Safety, Security 
and Risk  
Management 

 
To ensure the protection of  
people and property within the 
Bourke Fishing Reserve 

 
Incorporate safety and risk 
management in all 
aspects of reserve planning, 
design and management           

 
Prepare and implement a Risk 
Management Plan for the reserve 
 
Undertake regular safety and 
maintenance inspections 
 

 
Safety and security incidents                          
minimized 
  
Regular maintenance inspections                   
conducted 

 
O 
 
 
O 
 
 
 
 

 
Maintenance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ensure all aspects of the Bourke 
Fishing Reserve is maintained to 
appropriate standards to respond 
to the needs and expectations of 
users and the general community 
 
 

 
Facilitate an appropriate 
standard and frequency of 
maintenance of grounds and 
facilities within the reserve  
Sufficient budget allocation 
to ensure acceptable 
maintenance standards and 
levels are achieved  

 
Develop and implement a maintenance 
plan and asset management system for 
the entire reserve 
 
 
Budget allocation to reflect increased 
demand and maintenance 
requirements as the area is upgraded   

 
Bourke Fishing Reserve area 
maintained to an acceptable standard 
in accordance with the maintenance 
plan  
 
 
Sufficient maintenance budget                     
allocated  

 
O 
 
 
 
 
 
O 
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Issue Objective 
 

 Performance Means of Achievement Performance Measure 
 

Priority 

 
Opportunities 
for Economic 
and/or 
Community  
Development 

 
Promote opportunities economic 
and/or community development 
where appropriate  
 

 
Enable suitable activities and 
developments, which 
contribute to the economic 
and community 
development of Bourke 
through environmental,  
recreational, educational, 
tourism and  
research initiatives to occur 
prior to Council approval 
 

 
Further community consultation 
undertaken if required  
 
Requests referred to Council for 
determination where appropriate  
 

 
Proposals assessed and further  
consultation undertaken if required 
prior to approval and implementation 
 
 

 
O 
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                    IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW 
  

 
 

 
This plan presents a framework for the management, development and use of the Bourke Fishing 
Reserve. Given that the objectives contained in the Plan of Management vary in complexity, cost and 
priority, it is important to acknowledge that its implementation is subject to the budgetary processes of 
Council and any possible grant funding.  Funding is yet to be provided and is not guaranteed to be 
available. Council will monitor the implementation of this plan on an annual basis. This will identify 
recommendations that have been implemented in the preceding year and the priorities for the following 
year. The timing of this process should allow adequate time to compile budget bids for the following 
financial years. Consultation with stakeholders, user groups and the general community may be 
undertaken to identify concerns and evaluate performance. A detailed review after 5 years will allow 
policy and planning issues to be updated if necessary. Amendments to the plan that are ‘not substantial’ 
may be made without public notification. Any amendments should, however, be in accordance with the 
intent of the original plan. Any substantial amendments to the plan will require public notification and 
exhibition. 
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