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Present 

 

 

Councillors 21/01 18/02 25/03 29/04 27/05 24/06 22/07 26/08 23/09 28/10 25/11 

Cr Barry 
Hollman 

           

Cr Cec 
Dorrington 

           

Cr Lachlan 
Ford 

Apo           

Cr Robert 
Stutsel 

           

Cr Sally 
Davis 

           

Cr Sarah 
Barton 

Apo           

Cr Victor 
Bartley 

           

Cr Sam Rice            

Cr Ian Cole            

Cr John 
Thompson 

 Apo          

 

Staff 

Ross Earl General Manager 

Leonie Brown Manager of Corporate Services 

Peter Brown Manager of Works 

Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

Dwayne Willoughby Manager Environmental Services 

Belinda Colless Acting Executive Assistant/Minutes 
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Opening Prayer 

 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Remembrance 

 
Remembrance for the following current and past residents of Bourke Shire; 

 Amanda Convery 

 Louise Warwick 

 Mary Crawley 

 Carmel Hull 

 Thomas McMahon 

 Terry Reid 
 
 

Apologies 

 
The General Manager advised the Mayor that apologies and request for a leave of 
absence had been received from Councillor Thompson. 
 

Resolution 43/2018: 
That an apology be received from Cr Thompson be accepted and the request 
for leave of absence granted. 

 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Davis   Carried 

 

 

Declaration of Interest 

 
A Non-Pecuniary Declaration - Nil 
 

Mayoral Minute 

 

Date Meeting Location 

23/01/2019 Attended meeting in Sydney RE: Water meeting with 
stakeholders 

Sydney 

25/01/2019 Dinner at Bridge Inn – Welcome to Jay Allen Bourke 

26/01/2019 Australia Day Celebrations at Bourke Swimming Pool – 
thanks to Jodie and Fran and all BSC Staff involved 

Bourke 
 

01/02/2019 Meeting with Mark Coulton and Minister Paul Fletcher, 
Minister for Families and Community Services. Also 
Superintendent Greg Moore 

Bourke 

06/02/2019 Meeting with Senior Staff about water crisis Bourke 

07/02/2019 Councillor training Brewarrina with Cr Bartley Brewarrina 

08/02/2019 Interview with ABC Dubbo, Broken Hill and Sydney about 
water crisis 

Bourke 
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Resolution 44/2018: 
That the information in the Mayoral Minute as presented to the Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th February 2019 be noted. 
 
Moved: Cr Hollman        Carried 
 

 

Starring of Items 

 
The Mayor invited requests for the starring of additional items and the following items were 
listed for discussion. 

 
 Late Report – Engineering Services Report 
 Late Report – Code of Meeting Practice – Conduct Wrokshop 
 

Resolution 45/2018:  
 
That Resolutions as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 
Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 18th February 2019 be adopted. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Barton   Carried 
 

 
 

Confirmation of the Minutes 

 

Resolution 46/2019:         
 
That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 21st 
January 2019 be confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 
 
Unstared 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Bartley   Carried 
 

 

Notice of Motion 

 

File No:  

Report: 0032/2018 Notice of Motion 

Responsible Officer: Councillor Victor Bartley 
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Motion 
 
Council meetings are held on land of which Aboriginal peoples were 
custodians, Council henceforth commence each ordinary monthly meeting of 
Council with either; 
a) Welcome to Country by local Aboriginal Elder; or 
b) An Acknowledgement of Country 
 
Moved: Cr Bartley   Seconded: Cr Thompson   Lost 
 

 

 

Amended Motion 
 
That Council at the commencement of each quadrennial (4 Year term), at the 
first Council meeting, council be commenced with a welcome to Country by a 
local Aboriginal elder. 
 
Moved: Cr Stutsel   Seconded: Cr Dorrington    Lost 
  

 
 Amendment was put and lost, so motion was put and carried. 
 

Resolution 47/2019: 
 
That Council meetings are held on land of which Aboriginal peoples were 
custodians, Council henceforth commence each ordinary monthly meeting of 
council will either; 
 
a) A welcome to Country by a local Aboriginal Elder; or 
b) An Acknowledgement of Country  
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Moved: Cr Bartley   Seconded: Cr Ford   Carried 
 

 
Cr Strutsel requested his vote against the motion be recorded 
 

 

Standing Items 

 

11.00am Monthly Update of Central North Police District 
 
 

Calendar of Events 

 

Meeting 
Month/Year 

Meeting  
Date 

Time  Event Location 

2019 

February  18th  9.00am  Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

 24th – 
26th  

 Western Division 
Conference 

Bourke 

March 25th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

April 19th - 21st  Easter 

 25th  ANZAC DAY 

 29th    9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

May 27th   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

June 24th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

July 22nd   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

August  26th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

September 23rd    9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

October 28th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

November 25th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
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Councillor Information List 

 
DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Web Address Link Email 

22/01/2019 NSW Farmers Media Release NSW Farmers N/A  

30/01/2019 Menindee Fish Deaths Rob Foster N/A  

31/01/2019 From the GM’S Desk Ross Earl N/A  

31/01/2019 Level 4 Water Restrictions Ross Earl N/A  

31/01/2019 Walgett Artesian Water Supply Walgett Shire N/A  

04/02/2019 Western Shires Conference Registration BSC N/A  

05/02/2019 Confirmation of Councillor Training Belinda Colless N/A  

07/02/2019 From the GM’s Desk Ross Earl N/A  

10/02/2019 Update on provision of town water supply Ross Earl N/A  

11/02/2019 Emergency Water Supply Funding Ross Earl N/A  

12/02/2019 Letter to Councillors D Orcher N/A  

12/02/2019 Drought Communities Fund Recipients Ross Earl N/A  

13/02/2019 From the GM’s Desk Ross Earl N/A  
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 Business Arising From Previous Resolutions 

  
KEY:   Action still pending   Action  
   

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTD Manager Tourism & Development MW Manager Works 

 
 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION 
TAKEN 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current 
duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 

 
 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION 
TAKEN 

That Council decide what further representations may be required following 
the receipt of any responses from its letters and considering any issues 
raised by Professor Tracy 

Still to be 
finalised 

 

64/2017 Unfenced and Unsealed Airstrips 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number LD11.1 –A6.1 

DECISION    ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council seek public comment regarding the need to maintain the airstrips at 
Enngonia, Fords Bridge and Byrock and engage Tom Griffiths of Airport Plus 
to prepare a report detailing the issues to be considered in deciding whether 
to maintain the three (3) strips. 

In progress 

 
 
 

67/ 118/ 177/ 203/2015 Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION 
TAKEN 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be 
obtained. 

Ongoing  
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450/2017 Finalisation of Lease to Bourke and District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager/MCS 

File Number A11.1.4 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council prepare a Plan of Management in respect of the Golf Course 
Precinct and agree to the lease of the both the Old Golf Club Building and 
the New Pre-School building for a period of five (5) years from 1st July 2016 
to 30th June 2021 with the option for two (2) additional periods of five (5) 
years, subject to them meeting the terms and conditions of the lease 
agreement. The intent to lease the premises to BDCS be advertised in 
accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the 
terms and conditions of the lease be as determined. 

Plan of 
Management 
Adopted 

 

152/2018 Changes to Native Vegetation Management 

Responsible Officer General Manager  

File Number D2.1-L1.12 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

That the matter be referred to Local Government New South Wales to 
ascertain the impact on rural Councils in NSW 

Completed 

 
 

182/2018 Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 
758144, Lot 3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank 
Whiddon Masonic Homes Group for $1.00 with the following conditions:- 
1. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a 

requirement that the land is used only for the provision of aged care 
facilities/services; 

2. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic 
Homes Group that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic 
Homes Group to re-transfer the land to Council in the event that The 
Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group proposes to sell the land to a third 
party (except with prior approval of Council); and  

3. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests 
referred to in the Deed referred to in 2. Above. 

In progress 
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199/2018 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip 
and start negotiations with the current land owner to purchase a parcel of 
land that would allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. 
Council continue to monitor the Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.   

Ongoing, contact 
with RFDS to 
determine 
requirements 

 
 

321/2018 Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community 
Centre 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager Works 

File Number A11.2.24 

  

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be 
developed which details the allowable uses of the building and the fee 
required to be paid for the use and any bond that need to be lodged. 

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for 
their endorsement 

Ongoing 

05/2019 Monument to Percy Hobson 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number G4.28-W2.2.9 

  

Council investigate the development of a mural on the water tower on Anson 
Street, recognising the achievements of Percy Hobson, subject to the 
obtaining of all necessary approvals and the availability of funding. 
Aquatech quotation to be received by Council in relation to painting 
preparation of tower 
RMS has approved that artwork can be applied to water tower 
DA required 
 

Project 
Developing 
and funding 
source being 
identified 

362/2018 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number E6.1-E6.4-L8.1 

  

1. Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land 
held for industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as 
appropriate.  

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to 
Council 

Presentation 
made to 
Council 
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394/2018 Western Local Health District (WLHD) 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not 
received in our previous letters:- 
1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 
2. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 
3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke 

District Hospital 
4. Details of the model of care in place at present 

 

Letter written 

 
 

395/2018 Council Owned Land to be transferred to Bourke Aboriginal 
Health Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A11.1.5 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

That Council request from the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service; a 
progress report on the funding application they have submitted for the 
provision of a Clinic and Administration Centre; a Music School; a 
Gymnasium and a Training School for which they have requested transfer 
of ownership of Council owned land. 
 

Letter written 
 
 
 
 

 
 

405/2018 Heritage Advisory Committee 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File No H2.1 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

1. Council endorse the formation of the Bourke Shire Council Heritage 
Advisory Committee.  

2. That Council appoint Councillor Thompson and Councillor Cole to sit on 
the Bourke Shire Council Heritage Advisory Committee.  

3. That Council refer the draft terms of reference to the first meeting of the 
Heritage Advisory Committee for comment and ask that they refer any 
suggested changes back to Council 

In progress 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

409/2018 Matters to be brought to the attention of Candidates for the Seat 
of Barwon 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L8.17 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 



 

page 12 of 72 

1. Councillors review the listing provided and suggest possible inclusions. 
2. Once the list in finalised that Council select six (6) items to form the 

basis of Council’s discussion with Candidates 

February 
Council Meeting 
 
 

 
 

427/2018 Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

The General Manager to prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, 
including the seeking of legal advice if necessary 
 

Report to be 
prepared 

 
 

File No: T6.1- T6.2 

Report: 107/2018  Removal of Distressed Trees 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council remove the two (2) dead Queensland Fig trees in Mitchell Street 
between Warraweena Street and Tarcoon Street and the four (4) dead 
Jacaranda trees in Sturt Street. 
Council consider it options in relation to the remaining eight (8) 
Queensland Fig trees in Mitchell Street between Warraweena Street and 
Tarcoon Street on the north side once a report is received from the Arborist  

In progress 

 
 

File No C11.1-C12.1-L8.1P4.1 

Report: 384/2018  Introduction of the New Code of Meeting Practice 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council to hold a workshop to finalise a New Code of Meeting Practice and 
provisions be made in the 2019/2020 budget to purchase web 
conferencing equipment. 

Workshop to be 
scheduled 

 
 

File No S6.1 

Report: 387/2018   Incentives to Attract Staff - Potential Amortisation of HECCS 
Debt for those Working in Rural and Remote Areas 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION 
TAKEN 

Council write to the Federal Member for Parkes, Mark Coulton, raising the 
possibility of the Federal Government agreeing to a scheme whereby the 
HECCS debt of persons electing to work in a rural and remote location are 
reduced in accordance to the level of remoteness and length of stay and a 

Letter written to 
Mark Coulton. 
Letter being 
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motion be developed along similar lines of the Ryde motion for 
presentation to the Western Division Conference 

developed for 
conference 

 

File No: W2.2.9                      W2.2.12 

Report:  101/2019 Bourke Future Water Supply Options 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown- Manager Works  

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council take immediate steps to augment the Bourke Weir Pool with water 
from the 19A weir Pool, provided it is practicable and economically viable. 
Council lobby the current State Government and candidates for the seat of 
Barwon in the upcoming state elections to commit to the construction of a 
“regulator” as soon as possible at the site known as BU8 with is east of 
Bourke.  
Council, take all steps to ensure that, where possible, that no stranding of 
water occurs in the Bourke Weir Pool, bumping and/or extraction. 
Council lobby all levels of Government to make a release of environmental 
water to recharge the Bourke Weir 
Council look to the establishment of another bore to supplement Walkden’s 
Bore as a matter of urgency. 
 

All in Progress 

 
 
 

File No A11.2.21                 P1.24 

Report: 301/2019  Plan of Management for the Old Golf Club Precinct 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council adopt the Plan of Management for the Bourke Golf Club Precinct 
being Western Lands Lease No. 9618 

Completed 

 
 

File No P4.1.4 

Report: 302/2019  Adoption of New Code of Conduct for Local 
Government in New South Wales 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council note the report in relation to the New Model Code of Conduct 
Council rescind the existing Bourke Shire Council Model Code of Conduct 
Policy 
That Council adopt the new Code of Conduct for Councils in New South 
Wales 
The General Manager ensure that all Councillors and staff are aware of the 
New Code of Conduct and in particular any changes 

New Code of 
Conduct 
adopted 
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File No P4.1.4 

Report: 3/2018  Workshop for the New Code of Meeting Practice 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council determine a date in early April to hold a “Model Code of Meeting 
Workshop” for Councillors and Senior Staff early April 2019 to look at 
which of the optional provisions it wishes to include the Code of Meeting 
Practice for Bourke Shire Council prior to its adoption. 

Date to be 
determined 

 
 

File No W2.2.9        W2.2.12 

Report: 306/2019  Water Supply Update – Late Report 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council note the current critically low volumes of water in the Bourke Weir 
Pool 
Council note the current emergency water supply that can be called upon 
from Walkden’s Bore 
Council note action being expedited to ensure the availability of a second 
bore to supplement the supply from Walkden’s Bore. 
Council endorse the action being taken to secure funding to enable the full 
commissioning of the second bore. 
Council endorse any action required to be undertaken to secure the 
necessary licences that may be required for any additional bores that may 
be required.  
Council delegate to the Mayor and the General Manager authority to 
approve expenditure and approve works that may be required in their 
opinion to ensure the ongoing supply of filtered water for the town of 
Bourke and North Bourke. 
Council not call tenders for the work as they are deemed to fall under the 
provision of section 55 (3) (k) of the Local Government Act works that are 
undertaken as a matter of urgency. 

All in Progress 
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File No  

Report: 307/2018 Representations  in relation  to the dire condition of the 
Barwon Darling System 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council note the work done in coordinating the meeting of the Councils 
along the Barwon Darling River System to discuss the dire state of that  
river system 
Council note  coordination of the meeting in Sydney by  the Murray Darling 
Association in  conjunction with Bourke Shire 
Council note the attendance of the Mayor and Manager of Corporate 
Services at the meeting in Sydney on the 23rd January 2019. 
Council note that the meeting focus will be on both short term and longer 
term solutions. 
 

Completed 

 
 
 

File No A3.3                P4.2 

Report: 3088/2019  Preparation of 2019/2020 Operational Plan (Budget) 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

The 2019/2020 Operational Plan be prepared utilising the 2.7% General 
Rate increase as determined by IPART 
Any Councillors wishing to have an item included in the 2019/2020 Draft 
Operational Plan for consideration, notify the Manager of Corporate 
Services by 28th February 2018 
 

Advertised in 
paper and GM 
Column 

 
 
 

File No A11.2.21 

Report: 310/2019  Lease of Old Golf Club and New Pre School Building to 
Bourke and District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council agrees to the lease of the Bourke Pre-School and The Old    
Bourke Golf Club to Bourke and District Children’s Services for an initial 
period of five (5) years with options for a further two (2) five (5) year 
periods. 
The lease amount be as previously determined with the addition of an 
annual increase in line with the Annual CPI increase applicable to Sydney 
each year. 
 

Now able to 
progress 
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File No P1.5.1                     F1.2 

Report: 312/2019  Davidson Oval Electricity Charges 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council adopted the new charges of $25.00 per hour for the use of 
floodlights at Davidson Oval and $12.50 for the use of floodlights at 
Coolican Oval.  
Council monitor both the usage and maintenance costs for the lights to 
ensure full cost recovery is being achieved. 

Completed 

 
 
 

Resolution 48/2019: 
 
That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council 
on Monday, 18th February 2019. 
 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Dorrington    Carried 
 

 
Resolution 49/2019: 
 
That Council suspend Standing Orders at 9.57am 
 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Bartley    Carried 
 

 
Update from Health Services Manager of Bourke District Hospital, Mrs Pat Canty 
 
Welcome to new nursing staff, Hospital has 2 post-graduate students for 12 months; 

Emily Wagstaff 
Louise Corder 
 

 CT Van 

 Water issues 

 Dialysis – require additional staff to undertake training to undertake dialysis 
at Bourke 

 
10.04am Cr Davis left the meeting 
 
10.05am Cr Stutsel left the meeting 
 

Resolution 50/2019: 
 
That Council resume Standing Orders at 10.04am 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Barton   Carried 
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Engineering Services 

 
 

File No A 10-1-5 

Report: 312/2019  Emergency Works – Bourke Wharf 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

 
Background 
A structural assessment of the Bourke Wharf was completed by Barnson’s of Dubbo who 
inspected the timber wharf structure at Bourke on 28th March 2018, this report identified 
areas of the current Wharf that needed significant work that had to be completed as a 
matter of priority. 

Wharf prior to work been undertaken. 

The Bourke Wharf structure is over 25 years old and thus the timber is showing some age 
degradation, particularly the deck flooring which is exposed to the weather.  

The proposed method of rectification is to provide sufficient structural strength by replacing 
the deck bearers and joists that have been found to be non-compliant in terms of current 
loading standards for a structure that can be subjected to crowd loading. It is 
recommended therefore that the structure access be restricted during events which could 
cause crowd loading unless replaced. 
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Council engaged a bridge contractor to carry out an inspection of the wharf structure and 
they raised some safety concerns about the floor and stairway stability and also that the 
Wharf was hazardous to the public. 

 
Once the top deck was removed further damage underneath became visible 

ageing top deck becoming hazardous  
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Renewal of top panels being installed (50 only) 
 
Report 
Council secured $60,000 from the community’s drought funding to complete some 
remediation works that were in line with the Branson’s report. The initial investigation 
determined that most of the old top decking could be saved and turned over to be reused. 
Once the work commenced the deterioration to the timber became apparent and it has 
now being determined that all 176 top deck planks will need to be replaced. As the timber 
from the top deck is not able to be recycled the stairway cannot be reconstructed using the 
removed top decking panels.  
 
Financial  
The estimated costs to complete the repairs to the wharfs top decking and stairs is: 
$124,000.00.  
Council will need to continue a maintenance program for the Bourke Wharf and allocate an 
annual reserve of $20,000 to ensure that there is sufficient funds for the upkeep of the 
wharf going forward.  
 
Recommendation  

1. That Council note the report in relation to the Wharf structural upgrade 

2. That Council vote $124,000.00 from the infrastructure renewal fund to 

complete the wharf upgrade. 

3. That Council include an annual reserve of $20,000 each year to undertake 

structural repairs to the Wharf facility going forward. 
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Resolution 51/2019:  
 
1. That Council note the report in relation to the Wharf Structure Upgrade. 
2. That Council vote $124,000 from the infrastructure renewal fund to complete 

the wharf upgrade 
3. That Council include an annual reserve of $230,000 each year to undertake 

structural repairs to the Warf facility going forward. 
 
Moved: Cr Cole   Seconded: Cr Dorrington    Carried 
 

 
 

Environmental Services Report 

 

NIL 
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General Manager Report 

 
Background: 
 
 Bourke has not seen a flow across the Bourke Weir since August 2018. With the official 
records stating that the flow ceased on the 18th August 2018 whilst it was 8th August when 
water restrictions were first invoked. 
 
Utilising the official data for the sake of consistency it will mean that as of 11th February 
2019 it will be 177 days of “cease to flow” conditions which is gradually approaching the 
record of 196 days set between 20th September 2006 and 4th April 2007. 
 
 Unfortunately it will appear that record will be broken on 3rd March 2019 
 
Current Situation: 
 
 Bourke is currently on level four (4) water restrictions and these restrictions generally 
apply to Council facilities as well.  
 
However, the decision has been made to ensure our primary sporting and recreational 
facilities are kept to a high standard despite the drought conditions and as such water at 
the Bourke War Memorial Pool, Coolican Oval Davidson Oval and Central part will remain 
on the level 3 restrictions as will the Bourke Bowling Club. 
 
It is important for the social well- being of the community that these facilities are 
maintained.  Should Council have to look at the imposition of further restrictions the 
situation will be re assessed. 
 
Although difficult to predict it would seem likely that Bourke will be on level five (5) 
restrictions  early March 2019 but could be as soon as the end of this month. 
 
The river level as at 11th February was 2.30 metres having dropped from 2.45 over the 
past ten (10) days. Utilising this as a guide the river is dropping at around 1.5 centimetres 
per day, however, the level of evaporation  on a  decreasing weir pool will impact on the 
ongoing drop and hence the timing of the introduction of  the higher level restrictions. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There are significant financial implication for the Council and the community although it is 
extremely difficult to quantify 
 

Recommendation:  
1. That Council note the report on water restrictions 
2. That Council endorse the action to preserve the primary recreational facilities 

in Bourke and continue with the watering of those facilities 
 

File No W 2-1. W 2-2-9 

Report: 0033/2019  Water Restrictions 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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10.08am Cr Davis entered the meeting 
 
10.09am  Cr Stutsel entered the meeting 
 
 

Resolution 52/2019: 
 
3. That Council note the report on water restrictions 
4. That Council endorse the action to preserve the primary recreational facilities 

in Bourke and continue with the watering of those facilities 
5. Residents be encouraged to reduce the “bleed-off” flow of water from 

evaporative air-conditioners  
 
Moved: Cr Barton    Seconded: Cr Davis   Carried 
 

 
 
10.35am Council broke for Morning Tea 
 
10.57am Council resumed meeting from Morning Tea 
 
 
 

Resolution 53/2019: 
 
That Council suspend Standing Orders at 11.00am 
 
Moved: Cr Bartley   Seconded: Cr Stutsel    Carried 
 

 
 
Presentation from Inspector Andrew Hurst, Central North Police District, up-date on NSW 
Police matters for Bourke and District. 
 
11.00 Cr Cole entered the room 
 

Resolution 54/2019: 
 
That Council resume Standing Orders at 11.15am 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Stutsel    Carried 
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Background: 
 

 
 Information has been previously relayed to Councillors regarding the anticipated water 
supply difficulties expected in Bourke. 
 
This information included a letter to the Hon Niall Blair MLC in which a strategy was 
detailed to support an application for funding 
 
Current Situation: 
 
The following is a copy of a press released last week detailing the situation and the steps 
being undertaken to mitigate the risk. 
 
With the level of the Darling River at Bourke at lows not experience in the past seventy 

years Bourke Shire Council is undertaken urgent action to ensure that an adequate water 

supply is maintained for the town of Bourke. Additionally consideration needs to be given 

to the supply of water to villages such as Byrock should the need arise. 

The current level of the River at Bourke is 2.35 metres and the town of Bourke is on level 4 

water restrictions. With the current rates of usage and evaporation it is expected that the 

river will drop to below 2.00 metres in the first week of March if not sooner. It is difficult to 

accurately determine given we are in relatively uncharted territory and have experienced 

abnormally hot weather conditions. 

Once the river drops to below 2.00 metres level 5 water restrictions will be invoked. 

At this stage it anticipated the ability to be able to readily access water in sufficient 

quantities from the river to service the domestic needs of the town will be exhausted 

around the end of March or early April, however, this timeframe is based on the best 

current available information and could vary dramatically. 

Council currently has an emergency bore at Walkden’s Bore on the Hungerford Road and 

the water is pumped to town through infrastructure built over the past two (2) years. This 

bore has been used to supplement the water supply over the past week when Council 

experienced pumping issues at the intake facility for the Water Treatment Plant. 

The current supply from Walkden’s Bore is insufficient to meet the demands of the town. 

 Council has engaged a contractor to sink another bore starting the week commencing 11th 

February and this bore should be finished and ready for use in early March. 

Concurrently with the drilling of the new bore which is located five (5) kilometres west of 

Walkden’s Bore the additional pipeline will be installed ready for use once the bore is 

finished. 

File No W 2-2-9 

Report: 0034/2019  Construction of Second Emergency Bore 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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There may need to be some modifications undertaken at Walkden’s Bore Complex, which 

also provides preliminary treatment of the water. This will ensure that it has the required 

capacities to cater for the additional flow. 

Contactors will be on site this week to determine if any such modifications are required. 

General Manager of Bourke Shire Council Ross Earl said that a considerable amount of 

work continues to be undertaken and contingency plans being put in place to mitigate the 

risk of the town not having sufficient water supply. 

Council has worked closely with Minister Blair’s Office and representatives from the New 

South Wales Office of Water who are now part of the Department of Industry. 

 Council have received excellent support and cooperation from all agencies involved and 

anticipates that this support will continue. 

The recently appointed New South Wales Town Water Security Coordinator James 

McTavish who is also the NSW Cross Border Commissioner will visit Bourke next week to 

discuss with Council staff the plans that are in place and what assistance may be required. 

Council has been successful in obtain funding of $225,000.00 towards the new bore and 

construction of the pipeline. A further application for funding has been lodged to undertake 

further works and this application is currently being determined  

The situation is unprecedented and a great deal of support and cooperation has been 

required. 

 Council is very appreciative of the level of support received from all stakeholders 

including, contractors, Government representatives and residents each of whom 

understand the serious situation that is potentially unfolding. 

 Council is seeking to have an environmental flow released from the water held in dams 

and that request is currently being considered. 

 Even if the flow is made available it will be at least six (6) weeks before it reaches Bourke 

and as such the completion of the bore supply remains critical. 

 I will to provide an update on the situation via a late report to the Meeting. 
 
While timeframes will be tight I still remain confident that we should have a water supply to 
Bourke to meet the domestic requirements of residents and commercial needs. 
 
The current restrictions have meant that many gardens have been lost due to a lack of 
water, however, this is unavoidable and most people within town have been impacted. 
 
 I am of the opinion that the resolutions passed at the January meeting provide sufficient 
delegation and direction for the execution of the required works 
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Financial Implications 
 
Council has grant funding to hand to undertake the sinking of a new bore and the laying of 
a pipeline to link that bore to Walkden’s Bore. Additionally an application has been lodged 
to secure funding to undertaken ancillary works associated with the bore including the 
connection of electricity. 
 
The latest application provides for a little over one million dollars. 
 
The urgency of the works has been relayed to the Minister’s Office and the relevant 
officers are currently reviewing the application 
 

Recommendation:  
 
1. That Council note the report. 
 

 
 
 

Resolution 55/2019:  
 
1. That Council note the report in relation to the construction of the secondary 

emergency bore. 
 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Dorrington    Carried 
 

 
 

 
Background: 
Council agreed to host the 2019 Conference in at the 2018 Conference held at Balranald. 
The hosting by Bourke Shire is in accordance with the rotation for hosting amongst 
members. 
 
Plans are well advanced and gradually coming together with an excellent range of 
speakers being available to address the conference and a very good response from a call 
for sponsorship of the conference. 
 
The Conference Program has been circulated to attendees and Bourke Shire Councillors 
who have been registered for the conference would have received a copy. 
 
 The Program is also on the Bourke Shire Website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
The Business Paper including motions has been collated and was sent out late last week. 
 

File No L 8.5 

Report: 0035/2019  Western Division Councils Annual Conference in 
Bourke 2019 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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In accordance with the resolution of Council the motions submitted on behalf of Bourke 
Shire Council 
 
Current Situation: 
 
The following is a replication of a recently released media release which provides an 
overview of the plans to date particularly when in conjunction with the program. 
 
The Western Division Conference at Bourke later this month has attracted a number of 
excellent speakers with a wealth of knowledge on topical issues facing Local Government 
in New South Wales. 
 
Minister for Regional Water Hon. Niall Blair MLC will represent the Deputy Premier Hon. 
John Barilaro MP at the conference. He’s contacted us in advance to apologise for not 
being able to attend. 
 
The conference will also be attended by the Parliamentary Secretary for Western New 
South Wales Hon. Rick Colless MLC. Minister for Early Childhood and Aboriginal Affairs 
Hon. Sarah Mitchell MLC, Shadow Minister for Local Government Hon Peter Primrose 
MLC and  Hon. Rob Borsak MLC from the Shooters Fishers and Farmers Party and 
President of  Local Government New South Wales, Councillor Linda Scott. 
 
A full program as at 8th February is appended. 
 
The presence of the Minister for Regional Water will create a lot of interest with water 
issues including the lack of flow in Barwon Darling System a cause of great concern to 
many of the Councils which have indicated they will be attending the conference. The lack 
of flow in the river system has meant that many towns within the region are having 
difficulties in maintaining normal water supplies. 
 
In all there will be representatives from sixteen Councils from the Western area of New 
South Wales and representatives of a number of State and Federal agencies in 
attendance. Around 150 delegates have registered, which is one of the largest 
attendances for some time. 
 
Councils attending include Western Division member Councils of Balranald. Bourke 
Broken Hill Central Darling,  Cobar, Walgett and Wentworth together with Gilgandra, 
Warren, Carrathool, Bogan, Coonamble, Warrumbungle, Brewarrina, Moree Plains and 
Mid-Western Regional Council based in Mudgee. 
 
The large attendance has stretched accommodation in Bourke, but everyone has been 
catered for which has been a welcome boost to the town’s hospitality industry. 
 
Among the speakers will be the New South Wales Drought Coordinator Jock Laurie and 
the newly appointed Regional Town Water Supply Coordinator James McTavish whose 
presentations will reflect the problems being faced by many farmers and residents in this 
part of the state.  
 
As part of the Conference, Bourke Shire Council will be hosting a Barwon candidates’ 
forum over breakfast on Tuesday 26th February 2019 and at this stage three  (3) of the six 
(6) candidates have indicated their attendance. 
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Each of the candidates will be given the opportunity to introduce themselves and detail 
their motivation for standing, and their priorities for the electorate of Barwon. This will be 
followed by a question and answer session. 
 
Councillor Barry Hollman Mayor said he was delighted with the response by all sectors of 
the broader Local Government Community and was pleased with the way arrangements 
for the conference had progressed. 
 
He said that there are a number of issues impacting on Local Government at the moment 
and with the problems created by water shortages in the Far West of the State being of 
significant concern and this will no doubt be a major topic of conversation and debate. 
 
A copy of the conference program has been sent to all Councillors and is also available on 
the Bourke Shire Website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The cost of the Conference is being met primarily from sponsorship and registrations and 
the conference should be cost neutral to Council. 
 
 

Resolution 55/2019:  
 
That Council notes the report in relation to the 2019 Western Division Conference. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Barton   Carried 
 

 

 

 
Background: 
 
NSW Local Government elections are scheduled for September 2020. 
 

 Under section 296AA of the LGA, councils must, at least 18 months before each 

ordinary council election, resolve to either enter into an election arrangement with 

the NSWEC to administer its elections or that elections are to be administered by 

the council’s general manager. 

 Under section 296(3)(b), where a council enters into an election arrangement with 

the NSWEC, the arrangement must be entered into no later than 15 months before 

the ordinary council elections. 

File No E 2.1 

Report: 0036/2019 Conduct of the September 2020 Local Government 
Election for Bourke Shire Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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 Under section 296(5), councils can enter into an election arrangement for the 

NSWEC to administer an ordinary council election less than 15 months before the 

election if the council has resolved to enter into the election arrangement and the 

NSWEC is satisfied that there are exceptional circumstances that make it 

necessary or desirable for the election to be administered by the NSWEC. 

 

 Current Situation 

 The Government has approved a review by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 

Tribunal (IPART) of the costs of conducting local government elections in NSW. The 

matters for consideration under the review’s terms of reference are provided in the 

attachment to this circular. 

 The purpose of IPART’s review is to ensure a robust methodology for determining 

costs is applied, in order to minimise the financial burden on councils and ratepayers 

and to ensure local government elections are conducted efficiently and cost 

effectively. 

 IPART has been requested to report to the Minister for Local Government 

recommending a costing methodology to be applied in determining the amount the 

NSW Electoral Commissioner (NSWEC) charges councils to administer their 

ordinary elections. 

 In undertaking its review, IPART is expected to consult with relevant stakeholders 

including councils. 

 IPART is to report to the Minister for Local Government by 30 August 2019. 

 As the outcomes of the IPART review may impact on the administration of the 

September 2020 council elections, it is proposed to introduce legislation in the first 

parliamentary sitting period of 2019 following the NSW State Election to amend the 

Local Government Act 1993 (the LGA) to extend the deadline for councils to make a 

decision on the administration of their elections under sections 296AA and 296. This 

deadline will be extended to 1 January 2020. 

  Financial Implications 

The outcome of the review will determine the financial impact on Bourke Shire Council. In 
the preparation of its Operational Plan each year Council provides an allocation to meet 
the cost of conducting the elections rather than have the full cost apportioned in a single 
year. 
 

Resolution 56/2019:           
 
1. That Council note the extension of time until 1st January 2020 that Councils                                                  

now have to resolve to make a decision on the administration of their elections 
and enter into any arrangements with the New South Wales Electoral 
Commissioner. 

2. That Council delegate to the General Manager the authority to make submission                 
on Council’s behalf if required. 
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Unstared 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Barton   Carried 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Background: 
 
Council has previously sought a listing of issues to be raised with the candidates for the 
upcoming State Election. 
 
From that list it was proposed to determine the six (6) most important. To date this has yet 
to be undertaken 
 
Current Situation: 
 
With a number of candidates visiting Bourke for the Western Division Conference it is a 
good opportunity to raise some of the issues and seek a commitment from each of the 
candidates that they will try and progress the issues 
 
A copy of the list is appended and whilst this list is not meant to definitive or exhaustive it 
does to provide an overview of the wide range of issues to be considered.  
 
Financial Implications 
 
All matters raised involved expenditure of some sought and hence their inclusion on the 
matters to be raised with candidates. A budgetary allocation will need to be made in most 
instances. 
 
 

Resolution 57/2019:  
 
That Council determine their six (6) priorities and raise them with all candidates for 
the seat of Barwon in the upcoming State Election. 
 
Moved: Cr Cole   Seconded: Cr Barton    Carried 
 

 
 

 

File No E 2.4 

Report: 0037/2019  Six (6) Priorities to raise with Candidates for the seat 
of Barwon at the Upcoming State Election (Attachment) 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 
 
I have recently been appointed to the Board of Regional Development Australia –Orana 
and the Board have decided to have their next meeting in Bourke 
 
Current Situation: 
 
The next Meeting RDA ORANA will be held Bourke on the 15th April 2019 and will also 
provide Council the opportunity to give all members of the Board a little insight into the 
economy of Bourke.  
 
As a Council we will be able to  showcase the town and district to the members of the 
Board who all come from varying locations across of the region including  Narromine, 
Wellington Mudgee ,Cobar and of course Dubbo. 
 
Members of the Board are particularly interested in the   new Abattoir with a development 
of this type in a remote area creating a lot of interest. It is hoped to be able to have 
representatives from the Abattoir Management team to give an overview of the overall 
operation of the Abattoir as part of the meeting. 
 
 I thought it may also provide an opportunity provide  for Bourke Shire Councillors to meet  
the other members of the Board and to this end  suggest that a small social function be 
hosted on the Sunday evening prior to the Board’s Meeting. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
Expenditure would be met from existing budgetary allocations. 
 

Resolution 58/2019:  
 
That Council agree to host a small function to welcome the Board of Regional 
Development Orana to Bourke on the 14th April 2019. 
 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Davis    Carried  
 

 
 

 

 
Background: 
On the 16th May 2018 Deputy Premier and Minister for Regional NSW John Barilaro 
announced a $20 million package for councils in the state’s Far West to help establish two 

File No R 11.1 

Report: 0038/2019  April Meeting of the Board of Regional Development 
Australia 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A 6.1, A 6.3 

Report: 0039/2019  Re-Establishment of Air Service to Bourke 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Joint Organisations and fund air services, better roads, tourism and culture projects in the 
region.   
 
The air services are to be provided to Bourke, Cobar and Walgett /Lightning Ridge 
 
Current Situation: 
 
Tenders for the Provision of Air Services where called by the Far North West Joint 
Organisation of Councils FNWJOC with Cobar as lead Council. 
 
The FNWJOC was responsible for the calling of tenders they received a considerable 
amount of assistance from the Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPC). The DPC also 
coordinated the utilisation of other professionals to assist in the preparation of the relevant 
documentation required for the tender process. 
 
Tenders closed on the 12th February 2019. 
 
It will take some time for the Evaluation Panel to Review the tenders and then prepare a 
report for the Board of The Far West Joint Organisation of Councils. 
 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The provision of the air service will be assisted by the funding provided by the New South 
Wales Government. 
 
Those funds will be held by the Far North West Joint Organisation of Councils who will 
have the administrative responsibility for the air service once it is operational. 
 

Resolution 59/2019:  
 
That Council note the report of the tenders for an Air Service. 
 
Moved: Cr Moved   Seconded: Cr Davis    Carried 
 

 
 

File No: C 11.1 

Report: 0040/2019  Late Report – Code of Meeting Practice 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Background: 
The proposal to introduce a new Code of Meeting Practice was flagged by Amendments 
made to the Local Government Act 1993 in August 2016 by the Local Government 
Amendment (governance and Planning provide for a model code of meeting practice to be 
prescribed by the Regulation. 
 
Current Situation: 
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A Model Code of Meeting Practice has been prescribed by the Local Government 
(general) Regulation 2005 and existing provision of the regulation repealed. 
 
Under the terms of the regulation Councils should adopt a new code within six (6) months 
of it being prescribed which will be 16th June 2019. 
 
To fit in with Councils Meeting cycle the new Code would ideally be adopted at the May 
meeting. The Local Government Provides as follows; 
 
Conduct of meetings of councils and committees 
360. (1) The regulations may make provision with respect to the conduct of meetings of 

councils and committees of councils of which all the members are councillors. 
 
(2) A council may adopt a code of meeting practice that incorporates the regulations 
made for the purposes of this section and supplements those regulations with 
provisions that are not inconsistent with them. 
 
(3) A council and a committee of the council of which all the members are councillors 
must conduct its meetings in accordance with the code of meeting practice adopted 
by it. 
 

Preparation, public notice and exhibition of draft code 
 
361.  (1) Before adopting a code of meeting practice, a council must prepare a draft code 
 

(2) The council must give public notice of the draft code after it is prepared 
 

(3) The period of public exhibition must not be less than 28 days. 
 

(4) The public notice must also specify a period of not less than 42 days after the 
date on which the draft code is placed on public exhibition during which 
submissions may be made to the council. 

 
(5) The council must publicly exhibit the draft code in accordance with its notice. 

 
Adoption of draft code 
362.  (1) After considering all submissions received by it concerning the draft code the 

council may decide 
(a) to amend those provisions of its draft code that supplement the 
regulations made for the purposes of section 360; or 
(b) to adopt the draft code as its code of meeting practice. 

 
(2) If the council decides to amend its draft code, it may publicly exhibit the 
amended draft in accordance with this Division or, if the council is of the opinion that 
the amendments are not substantial, it may adopt the amended draft code without 
public exhibition as its code of meeting practice. 
 

Amendment of the code 
363.  A council may amend a code adopted under this Part by means only of a code so 

adopted. 
 
Public availability of the code 
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364.  (1) The code of meeting practice adopted under this Division by a council must be 
available for public inspection free of charge at the office of the council during 
ordinary office hours. 

 
(2) Copies of the code must be available free of charge or, if the council determines, 
on payment of the approved fee. 

 
Financial Implications 
There are no significant financial implications for Council. However, this may be dependent 
on the equipment chosen to comply with the webcasting provisions. 
 

Resolution 60/2019:  
 
1. That a workshop to go through the non-mandatory provisions of the New Code 

of meeting Practice be held on the 11th March at 4.30pm to enable the General 
Manager to prepare a report for the March Council meeting after considering 
those options. 

2.  That Council look at its options and costs in relation to complying with its                                                          
webcasting requirements under the new code. 

 
Moved: Cr Barton   Seconded: Cr Dorrington   Carried 
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 Corporate Services Report 

 

 

File No: F 1.1 

Report: 0040/2019  Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st January 2019 

Balances as per Bank 
Statement 

$498,385.17 

Plus: Deposit not shown $9,512.58 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $246,827.10 

Balance as per Cash Book $261,070.65 

 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st January 2019 
 
Investments as at 31st January 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,039,116.76 2.52 % 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,627,345.71 2.60 % 309 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,020,606.08 2.62 % 334 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,341,990.90 2.63 % 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $696,285.17 2.71 % 272 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,100,595.74 2.67 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $672,163.98 2.65 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $769,258.30 2.72 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $646,298.16 2.72 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,037,917.81 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,162,609.63 2.71 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75 % 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $437,195.09 2.75 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,327,111.88 Flex   

Total Investments $18,648,303.71    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 
2005 is certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the 
Local Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 
 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $12,835,998.84 $200,000.00 

Water $4,053,893.09  

Sewer $1,923,962.09  

Trust $95,520.34  

Total Funds $18,909,374.36  
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Reconciliation at 31st January 2019 

Balance as per cash book $261,070.65 

Investments $18,648,303.71 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $18,909,374.36 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2019 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st December 
2018 

 31st January 2019 

General Fund $13,914,953.71 -$1,078,954.87 $12,835,998.84 

Water Fund $4,090,751.80 -$36,858.71 $4,053,893.09 

Sewer Fund $1,905,422.43 $18,539.66 $1,923,962.09 

Trust Fund $94,116.59 $1,403.75 $95,520.34 

Investments -$19,828,703.40 $1,180,399.69 -$18,648,303.71 

    

Totals $176,541.13 $84,529.52 $261,070.65 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st December 2018            
$176,541.13 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $128,793.10 

(b) Other Cash  $1,088,812.43 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $2,313,475.70 

(b) New Investment  -$1,1180,399.69 

Balance as 31st January 2019 $261,070.65 

 
Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
 

Resolution 61/2019: 
 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council 
and the Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st January 2019 be noted. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 0041/2019  Investment Report as at 31st January 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, 
the Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio 
on a monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council. 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 
 
Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 
Manager Corporate Services. 
 
2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2018/19 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents 
an estimated return of 2.3%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water 
and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow 
requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st January 2019 is $18,648,303.71. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31st December 2018 is $237,254.60. 
 
3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 
4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements 
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Investment Portfolio 
Council’s current Investment Portfolio as at the 31st January 2019 follows:- 

National Australia Bank $1,039,116.76 2.52 % 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,627,345.71 2.60 % 309 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,020,606.08 2.62 % 334 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,341,990.90 2.63 % 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $696,285.17 2.71 % 272 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,100,595.74 2.67 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $672,163.98 2.65 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $769,258.30 2.72 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $646,298.16 2.72 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,037,917.81 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,162,609.63 2.71 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75 % 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $437,195.09 2.75 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,327,111.88 Flex   

Total Investments $18,648,303.71    

 
Term Deposits 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  2.61% 
Average Investment Yield    100% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $1,180,399.69 during the period. The investment 
portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The investment 
portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise 
risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and 
the new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in 
accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 

Leonie Brown 
MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
 

Resolution 62/2019: 
 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st January 2019 

be received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the 

report adopted. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
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File No: F 1.6 

Report: 0042/2019  Budget Review to 31st December 2018 (Attachment) 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Introduction 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) 
requires a council’s responsible accounting officer to prepare and submit a Quarterly Budget 
Review Statement (QBRS) to the governing body of council within two months of the end of 
the quarter. Submitted hereunder is that report:  
 
Background 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines on the preparation of QBRS to 
Council in December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guidelines commencing 
in July 2011 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out 
in the operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income 
and expenditure for that year. 
 
The guidelines also require the budget review statement to include a report by the 
responsible accounting officer as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates 
Council to be in a satisfactory financial position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, 
to include Resolutions for remedial action. 
 
Issues 

 The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented 
to Council within two months of the end of the quarter. 

 The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local Government’s 
Guidelines in December 2010. 

 
Assessment 

(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) clause 203 requires 
a Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget 
review statement to the governing body of Council within two months of the end of 
the quarter 
Division of Local Government – Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued 
December 2010 
 

(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
Council’s original budget was adopted as part of the 2018/2019 Operational Plan on 
28th May 2018 and reflected an overall cash based surplus of $538,027. 
 

(c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice 
Nil 
 

(d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 
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Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the December 2018 review period and is presented to 
Council for consideration. 
 
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and 
other officers where applicable.  
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the December QBRS is estimated to be a 
Surplus of $538,562 
 
A break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added 
back: 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating 
result 

General ($41,726,208) $37,953,408 $3,772,800 $0 

Water ($12,191,110) $11,962,632 $579,200 $350,722 

Sewer ($2,264,160) $2,166,700 $285,300 $187,840 

Total ($57,335,231) $53,113,667 $4,637,300 $538,562 

The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below: 
 
Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 

Operational Income – decrease (1,376,210) 

Operational Expenses – decrease 1,402,582 

  

Capital Income and Contributions - increase 3,071,647 

Capital Expenditure - additional (3.071,647) 

Transfer to/from Reserves  

Net adjustment - Budget $26,372 

 

Summary Budget Impact 

Original Budget surplus 538,027 

Adjustments from QBRS September 2018 (25,837) 

Adjustments from QBRS December 2018 26.372 

Revised Budget  $538,562 

Conclusion 
The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 31st December 2018 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer 
provided under separate cover to Council. 
 

Resolution 63/2019 
 
1. That the document entitled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2018” 

be received and noted 
2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget  

Review Statement – December 2018” be Adopted. 
 
Moved: Cr Ford   Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
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File No: P4.1 

Report: 0043/2019  Delivery Plan half yearly review 2018-2019 (Attachment) 

Author Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
Introduction 
Enclosed is the half yearly review of Bourke Shire Council’s Delivery Plan for 2018-2019. 
The report highlights the progress made towards the actions as indicated in our Community 
Strategic Plan and subsequent Delivery Plan. 
 
Discussion 
Overall progress towards achieving the goals set out in the delivery plan is progressing well 
with just a few exceptions that continue to prove difficult to implement or make progress on. 
 
Of note it has been difficult to achieve improved mobile phone services for our more remote 
communities. Our State and Federal representatives are aware of the need for improved 
services and Shire staff and Councillors continue to lobby.  
 
We have also tried unsuccessfully to gain funding for the development of a Cultural Centre. 
It is still felt that this is important for our community and again we continue to work with third 
parties to try and realise this goal. 
 
Most items contained within the Delivery plan are underway and the majority have 
progressed to a 50% level half way through the year. Most of the deliverables within the 
delivery plan are also Council’s core business with a strong emphasis on consultation with 
community agencies, governance and statutory obligations in regards to water and road 
maintenance. 
 
Overall I am pleased with progress made towards the delivery plan for 2018-19 with several 
items such as the yearly audit and improvements to Council’s overall financial position being 
a highlight.  
 

Resolution 64/2019:  
 
That Council note the half yearly delivery and operational plan report as presented to 
the February 2019 meeting of Bourke Shire Council. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
 

 

 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 0044/2019  Rates write-off Assessment number 01598-00000000-000 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background: 
The following property located at 1186 Mitchell Hwy, North Bourke and is owned by 
Western Local Land Services. The land is Crown land which is vacant and is exempt from 
paying Council Rates  under The Local Government Act 1993, Section 555 1(a).  
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Consequently Council will need to write off rates levied for 2018-19.  
 
Financial impact 
Ordinary/General Rates Levied for 2018/19 is $1789.20 interest accrued for this period is 
$5.70. The total write-off is 1794.90. 
 

Resolution 65/2019:  
 
That Council write off rates and interest to the value of $1794.90 for Assessment 
Number 01598-00000000-000 as this vacant land is exempt from paying rates. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
 

 
 
 

 
 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 0045/2019  Rates write-off Assessment number 02036-00000000-000 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background: 
The following property located at Hungerford Road, North Bourke and is owned by 
Western Local Land Services. The land is Crown land which is vacant and is exempt from 
paying Council Rates under The Local Government Act 1993, Section 555 1(a).  
 
Consequently Council will need to write off rates levied for 2018-19.  
 
Financial impact 
Ordinary/General Rates Levied for 2018/19 is $926.00, interest accrued for this period is 
$2.94. 
Total write-off is $928.94. 
 

Resolution 66/2019: 
 
That Council write off rates and interest to the value of $928.94 for Assessment 
Number 02036-00000000-000 as this vacant land is exempt from paying rates. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
 

 
 

 
Background: 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 0046/2019  Rates write-off assessment number 01653-07500000-000 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 
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The following property is located at Enngonia Bore, Tank Leases and Public Watering 
Place, and is owned by Western Local Land Services. The land is Crown land which is 
vacant and is exempt from paying Council rates under The Local Government Act 1993, 
Section 555 1(a).  
 
Consequently Council will need to write off rates levied for 2018-19.  
 
Financial impact 
Ordinary/General Rates Levied for 2018/19 are $619.20, interest accrued for this period is 
$14.73 
Total write-off is $633.93 
 

Resolution 67/20189 
  
That Council write off rates and interest to the value of $633.93 for Assessment 
number 01653-07500000-000 as this vacant land is exempt from paying rates. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
 

 
 

 
 

File No: R2.5 

Report: 0047/2019  Rates write-off Assessment number 01200-00000000-000 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background: 
The following property located at River Road, Bourke is owned by Western Local Land 
Services. The land is Crown land which is vacant is exempt from paying Council rates 
under The Local Government Act 1993, Section 555 1(a).  
 
Consequently Council will need to write off rates levied for 2018-19.  
 
Financial impact 
Ordinary/General Rates Levied for 2018/19 are $754.40. Total write-off $754.40 
 

Resolution 68/2019: 
 
That Council write-off rates to the value of $754.40 for Assessment Number 01200-
00000000-000 – as this vacant land is exempt from paying rates. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Cole   Carried 
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File No: R2.5 

Report: 0048/2019  Write-off interest Assessment number 01388-00000000-
000 and 01614-20000000-000 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 
Background: 
Assessment numbers 01388-0000000-000 and 01614-20000000-000 are located in 
located at Bloxham Street, Louth. The properties were sold in August 2018.  At the time of 
transfer a delay occurred with the transfer of the properties. The Notice of Sale was not 
completed in August 2018 and therefore the rates notices had not been passed on to the 
correct owners.  
 
Due to the delay taken to transfer the properties interest accrued on the assessments 
 
 
Financial impact 
Write-off of interest for assessments number 01388-00000000-000 is $9.13 and 
assessment number 01614-20000000-000 is $1.27. The total write off is $10.40. 
 

Resolution 69/2019: 
 
That Council write off interest to the value of $9.13 for Assessment Numbers 01388-
00000000-000 $1.27 for assessment 01614-20000000-000. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Cole    Carried 
 

 

Delegates and Councillors Reports 

 

Nil 
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Committee Minutes 

 
Nil 
 
 

Policies 

 
Nil 

 
 

Precis of Correspondence 

 
Nil 
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Activity Reports 

 

Engineering Services Activity Report 
 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 0049/2019 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Christopher Morrall - Roads Supervisor 

 
The following information outlines works completed from the 14th January 2019 to 7th 
February 2019 inclusive. 
 

NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing works Commenced  

RLR 14 Avondale Road Top Grade Commenced 

North Bourke Boat Ramp Sealing Top of Ramp 

  

SOUTHWEST SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing Works Commenced 

 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing Works Commenced 

North Bourke Boat Ramp Sealing Top of Ramp 

 

4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

Regional roads Patching undertaken 

State Highways Patching undertaken 

 

Staff Training Nil 

 

5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance 
carried out 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 
Public toilets cleaned & maintained 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw 
Complex 

Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 
Prepare grounds for park run 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 
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Davidson Oval General maintenance 
Prepare grounds for Junior and senior Cricket 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 
Prepare ground for Mobile Playgroup 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Staff Training Nil 

6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 
Weekly sand footpaths 
Weekly Town mowing 

Monthly Requests Actioned  

Cemetery Prepared graves: 11/1/2019 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 
Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

General Erect  Main Street flags 
Remove car from river 
Pick up chairs from Exhibition Centre and take to water works 
Erect new disable signs in Main Street 
Clean up rubbish at wharf and river 
Clean up trees Cobar Rd 
Remove tree from Tudor Street after storm 
Pull down and erect signs on Cobar Rd 
Pull out post on Oxley Street 
Road Closure in Oxley Street, Tafe construction works  
Remove dead trees on Cobar Rd 
Take tables and chairs to Renshaw Complex 
Pick up tree branches around Town 
Patch hole at Wharf 
Remove rubbish on Weir Rd 
Remove old fence at North Bourke boat ramp 
Fix trip hazard in Mitchell in front of Bakery 
Kill ant nest on levee banks 
Oil spill Tarcoon Street, cover with red sand 
Poison and weed gardens at Airport 
Remove rubbish from lanes 
Patch hole in laneways 
Lay slab for Shelter and Erect shelter Brewarrina Rd 
Dug out Town drainage corner of Jones Park 
Removed rubbish from Pool 
Clean out pit corner of Glen and Tudor Streets 
River pump 
Wharf repairs, 2 months works, 2x staff members 
Relieving garbage truck 
Remove rubbish in Harris Street 
Pruning trees ongoing 
Help organise Australia Day Celebrations 
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River pump stations repair intake 
 

Sundry Debtors  4950-2650-1391 Plant 
4950-2650-1392 Plant 

 

7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant 
no 

Rego Description Work Carried Out 

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo Grader 

Removed broken bolts, cleaned threads and 
fit new bolts. All repairs completed, except for 
fuel fault and swivel motor, repaired leak in air 
conditioning, replaced swivel motor, repaired 
tow power issue 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo Grader 
Parts ordered, new air conditioner belt and 
exhaust mounts, new air conditioner 
compressor fitted and re-gassed 

139 BR53WH Caterpillar 950H Serviced carried out, new wear pads fitted 

150 BV55RE Caterpillar 12M Repaired wiring 

231 X22672 2011 Kohler Service carried out 

520 YN03BI Moore Trailers 
Removed bolt and replaced with new bolt and 
bushes 

60 AV25YJ 2008 Freightliner  
Serviced carried out, steering wheel replaced, 
doors lubricated 

93 CE53WX 2015 Colorado 
Need more time to diagnose fault, also need 
to adjust brakes, new injectors fitted 

161 YGU33D 2017 Mazda BT 50 Service carried out, new light bar fitted 

17 YCJ49S 2014 Mazda BT 50 Fit tracker to vehicle 

20 CJ68XA 2015 Nissan X-Trail New batteries in keys 

299  Komatsu 
Wont engage gears and electrical issues 
(auto sparky), fibre colditive added to radiator 

218 BR67WH 2012 Hino 
Make new hydraulic line up and fit, repaired 
oil line, isolate paddle fault, re-calibrate and 
test, find bin fault and repair 

51 YII29U Mazda BT 50 Fit tracker to vehicle  

8 YCJ72Y 2015 Mazda BT 50 Fuel filter replaced with new seal and liner 

235  
Cummings 
Generator 

Serviced carried out 

46 BX92HR Hino Service carried out 

505 NX17EH 
Kenworth 
Primemover 

Fit tracker to truck, fit tipping air lines, fit 
hydraulics return fitting 

506 XN65HG 
Kenworth 
Primemover 

Fit tracker to truck, fit tipping air lines, 
Swapped hydraulic fittings, fit hydraulics 
return fitting 

202  Sykes Pump6” Fitted new fuel filter, new alternator 

37 AJ01DM Isuzu 500 Long Adjusted brakes 

Staff Training Nil 



Business paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the 

Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 on Monday, 18th February 2019 at 9.00am 

 

Sewerage Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

Pollutant 

Unit 
Of 

Meas
ure 

Licence 
100 

Percentile 
Concentra
tion Limit 

Aug 
2018
Test 

Sept 
2018 
Test 

Oct 
2018 
Test 

Nov 
2018 
Test 

Dec 
2018 
Test 

Jan 
2019 
Test 

Feb 
2019 
Test  

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 3 3 3 5  

pH  6.5-8.5 7.77 8.21 8.28 8.29 8.72 8.46  

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 9.7 6.9 4.7 5 3.5 8.9  

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 3.7 3.9 3.6 2.4 1.3 1.7  

Total suspended solids 
mg/L 20 41 17 16 16 21 62  

Biochemical oxygen 
demand 

mg/L 15 29 5 12 11 9 22  

Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal growth, 
which also exempts the above exceedances.   

 Rainfall in Bourke for January 2019 was 12.2 mm 

 Hottest day for January 2019 was  47.4 degrees 

 Coldest day for January 2019 was 22 degrees 
 

Resolution 70/2019: 
 
That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on 
Monday, February 2019. 
 
Unstared 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Barton     Carried 
 

  



Business paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held in the 

Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 on Monday, 18th February 2019 at 9.00am 

 

 

Environmental Services Activity Report 
 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 0050/2019 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 
Authority 
or Council 

Consent 
Type & 
Consent 
No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2018/0019 

Lot 1, DP 514094 
28 Oxley Street, 
Bourke 

Alterations to internal building layout 
and refurbishment to front facade 

 

Total value of Approved works for January 2019 = $95,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for January 2019 = 1 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for January 2019 = 0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 0051/2019 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes 
trim and remove trees and poisoning 

Buildings Repairs and Maintenance undertaken 

Grants Organise Quotes 

Plant Fit steel mesh doors to pump shed – Wanaaring Road 

Contractors Electrical Works to Buildings and for Water & Waste Water 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 0052/2019 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 

Seized 18 6 

Surrendered 9 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 27 6 

Euthanased 5 5 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 2 0 

Re-housed 13 1 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 7 0 

Total 27 6 

Micro-chip Implantations 3 0 

Infringement Notices 0 0 

Wandering Stock 0 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

Shopping Trolley Impounded 0 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  
 

 

File No:   S10.2.1 

Report: 0053/2019 Swimming Pool Report 

Author: Mark Hollman, Pool Manager 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 
Attendance for January 2019 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 754 Adults 793 

Children (2+) 1247 Children (2+) 1434 

Babies (<2) 313 Babies (<2) 421 

School/Other 
Groups 

0 Total for 
Month 

4962 
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Resolution 71/2019: 
 
That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 18 February 2019 be received and noted. 
 
Unstared 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Barton    Carried 
 

 

 

General Manager Activity Report 
 

File No:  

Report: 0054/2019 From the GM’s Desk 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 
   “From the GM’s Desk” - 7th February 2019 

 
There has been a lot of comment regarding the plans that are being put in place to supply 
water to Bourke when the ability to extract water from the river is no longer available. 
 
Council have been making a number of plans and representation in relation to the issue 
and are at this stage comfortable that the plans in place should provide sufficient water for 
the domestic requirements of residents and the commercial sector. 
 
Unfortunately the water availability will be insufficient to allow the watering of gardens. 
 
Council have engaged a contractor to drill another Bore approximately 5 kilometres west of 
the current Walkden’s Bore on the Hungerford Road  then pipe this water to Walkden’s 
Bore for initial treatment prior to it being further transferred to the Bourke Water Treatment 
Plant. 
 
The pipe has been ordered and work on the extension of the pipeline will commence 
shortly. 
 
Should the new bore for some reason prove unsuitable there are plans to utilise another 
bore which should provide sufficient capacity. 
 
The situation is far from ideal; however, it is a situation that many towns now unfortunately 
find themselves in. 
 
Council has been working closely with the Office of Water and The Office of the Minister 
for Regional Water Hon Niall Blair MLC and will continue to establish a strong working 
relationship as we work through this issue. 
 
James McTavish the Cross Border Commissioner for New South Wales has now also 
been appointed the Town Water Security Coordinator and during my discussions with him 
last Friday he indicated that he would be visiting Bourke within the next week. 
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Already we have had representatives from the New South Wales Office of Water come to 
Bourke to review the drought proofing strategy and weekly meetings are proposed to 
ensure that all work is on track for the connection of the second bore. 
 
We are currently in uncharted territory as far as water availability is concerned with the 
river level not been this low since 1944 according to available records. This is certainly an 
unwanted record. 
 

 
The Mayor Councillor Barry Hollman has made representations to the Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Holder to once again try and seek an environmental flow to be made 
available. 
 
 The amount of water held for environmental purposes has also been significantly depleted 
making the decision around a flow difficult as there are a number of competing demands 
for the water. 
 
If the opportunity was available it would likely take at least a week to coordinate and a 
further six weeks to travel from the storages to Bourke. 
 
The situation by then will be critical and as such work on the bore system will continue. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The failure of the foot valve on the pump supplying the raw water requirements to Bourke 
and the filtered water requirement to Bourke and North Bourke caused some worrying 
moments for staff last Wednesday. Whilst there was no pumping able to take place from 
the river, the filtered supply to the town was able to be readily met from existing storage 
facilities supplemented from the water supply from Walkden’s Bore and there were no 
major issues encountered with the supply. 
 
The work done in commissioning Walkden’s Bore and the installation of the pipeline into 
town has already proved to be of major benefit. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the work of the Water and Waste Water team who worked 
long hours to overcome the problem and the cooperation and support of local contractors 
who effectively “dropped everything” and made their staff and resources available to assist 
in rectifying the problem. It was very much appreciated. 
 
I would also like to note the cooperation of all residents in restricting usage and particular 
thanks to David Sharp of 2WEB who arranged public notification to be made available 
throughout the night on the radio. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
As part of the Drought funding provided under the Federal Governments Drought 
Communities fund, well known poet comedian Murray Hartin has been engaged to 
undertake a series of performances across the villages within the Shire and will be 
performing at the following venues 
 
Thursday 21st February 2019- Byrock 
Friday 22nd February 2019- Fords Bridge 
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Saturday 23rd February 2019- Louth 
Sunday 24th February 2019 Wanaaring 
 
All performances will be held at the local Hotels and are free of charge with a free 
barbeque also being arranged where possible. 
 
 All performances will commence at 7.00pm and conclude at 10.00pm 
 
Bourke Shire is pleased to be able to work with the Federal Government in coordinating 
the performances for the residents of these drought impacted areas. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I was in Mudgee for the weekend and had a chance meeting and chat with Val Heffernan 
who was a teacher in Bourke in the mid- 70s when her husband Kevin was Deputy 
Principal of Bourke High School and Ray Dart was Principal. 
 
 Val said unfortunately Kevin passed away on the 17th January this year.  
 
Val asked me to pass on her best wishes to everyone in Bourke and I am sure that there 
are a number of people who would remember Val and Kevin from their days in Bourke. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Last Friday I attended the quarterly Meeting of Regional Development Australia-Orana of 
which I am now a board Member. It is always an interesting meeting with a number of 
initiatives discussed and it is also interesting to hear of development and potential 
development across the region. 
 
The next Meeting RDA ORANA will be held Bourke on the 15th April and the opportunity 
will be available to provide all members a little insight into the economy of Bourke. We will  
showcase the town and district to the other members of the Board who all come from 
varying locations across of the region including Narromine, Wellington, Mudgee, Cobar 
and of course Dubbo. 
 
Members of the Board are particularly interested in the new Abattoir with a development of 
this type in a remote area creating a lot of interest. It is hoped to be able to have 
representatives from the Abattoir Management team to give an overview on the overall 
operation of the Abattoir as part of the meeting. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Western Division Conference is only a little over three (3) weeks away and 
unfortunately we have received advice that the Deputy Premier Hon John Barilaro MP will 
now be unable to make the conference. 
 
The Hon Niall Blair MLC Minister for Primary Industries Minister for Regional Water and 
Minister for Trade and Industry will attend the Conference Dinner on the Monday Night and 
then open the Conference on the Tuesday and will deputise for the Deputy Premier. 
I bumped into the Minister in Dubbo on Friday and during our brief conversation he said he 
was looking forward to the visit. 
 
His schedule has been very busy over the past few weeks and would not be coming any 
less hectic in the lead up to the election. 
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Also confirming their attendance are the New South Wales Auditor General Margaret 
Crawford and the newly appointed Town Water Security Coordinator James McTavish. 
James is also the Cross Border Commissioner and during my discussions with him last 
Friday in relation to his proposed attendance at the conference he indicated that he was 
working on the cross- border proposal in relation to tourism initiative raised by Bourke 
Shire Council in mid-2018. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Work has commenced on doing vital repair work on the Bourke Wharf with the Contactor 
Larry Walker from Narromine being assisted by Council staff in undertaking the repairs 
which is being funded under the Drought Communities Extension Program. 
The wharf has become an important feature for Bourke and as such the ongoing 
maintenance is extremely important. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
With Council now imposing level 4 water restrictions I would like to advise that these 
restrictions generally apply to Council facilities as well. However, the decision has been 
made to ensure our primary sporting and recreational facilities are kept to a high standard 
despite the drought conditions and as such water at the Bourke War Memorial Pool, 
Coolican Oval Davidson Oval and Central Park will remain on the level 3 restrictions as will 
the Bourke Bowling Club. 
 
It is important for the social well-being of the community that these facilities are 
maintained.  Should Council have to look at the imposition of further restrictions the 
situation will be re assessed. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The issues relating to the shortage of water is not confined to the Far West with a number 
of towns including Mendooran and Coonabarabran on high level restrictions. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Tenders for the provision of an Air Service for the Town of Cobar, Bourke and Walgett/ 
Lightning Ridge will close on the 12th February 2019. It will probably take some time for the 
assessment of the tenders and the successful tender to get all the necessary infrastructure 
and resources in place. It is great to think that we are getting that little bit closer to an air 
service in Bourke for the first time since 2009. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
With the extreme weather conditions being experienced during January the crew involved 
in the rejuvenation project in the Main Street took the opportunity to undertake work on the 
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre to make more practical to use as a function centre and 
modify the interior to the suit this purpose. 
 
 These works have almost been completed and work will once again recommence in the 
main street in the coming weeks. 
 
The shortage of water and extremely hot weather has caused a delay in the establishment 
of any gardens in the main street but once the weather cools and water becomes available 
this part of the project will be undertaken. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
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As part of the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) Meeting held last 
Tuesday an exercise developed by Sergeant Karen Bartholomew of the Bourke Police 
involving the actions to be taken in the unfortunate situation of an accident involving stock 
transport if such an accident was to occur this would of course would involve a multi-
agency response. 
 
With the high level of stock transport through the region an incident such as this is a real 
possibility and as such extremely important. 
 
All agencies take these incidents seriously and ensure that their reactions replicate the 
actions taken in a real life situation. 
 
The LEMC have previously conducted exercises in relation to aircraft accidents at the 
airport and again these exercises are designed to be as lifelike as possible so that all 
members of the various agencies are aware of potential issues that can arise. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Mayor Councillor Barry Hollman, and Manager of Corporate Services Leonie Brown 
together with  Commander Greg Moore of the Central North Police District had an 
opportunity to catch up with the Federal Minister for Families and Social Services Hon. 
Paul Fletcher MP and Local Member for Parkes and Assistant Minister for Trade Mark 
Coulton MP last Friday morning.  
 
Minister Fletcher’s visit to Bourke was to meet with the Council and then the Maranguka 
Community Hub Leaders and staff for a briefing on the Maranguka Justice Reinvestment 
Project. The meetings were both very positive and Minister Fletcher was pleased that he 
had come to Bourke to see for himself a project that is making a difference. 
 
 Our Local Member Mark Coulton  said that the project is a good example of ‘place based’ 
social policy which the NSW Police, Bourke Tribal Council, Bourke Shire Council and other 
Government agencies and not-for-profit organisations are combining in a  coordinated  
effort to support  vulnerable families and children  and achieving a good outcomes. 
It was great to see a sitting member of the Federal Cabinet come out to Bourke and 
demonstrate a high level of interest in the Maranguka project and the Bourke Community.  
 

 
All known candidates for the seat of Barwon have been invited to a candidates breakfast 
on the Tuesday morning of the Western Division Conference and it will be a facilitated 
session with candidates given the opportunity to detail both their background and plans as 
well as being asked to respond to a series of questions. 
 
 All have indicated their acceptance at this stage with the exception one candidate who is 
unable to make it to Bourke. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 While there is a lot happening on the Council front with water and the Western Division 
Conference, work still continues on the normal day to day activities of Council with a lot of 
work commencing on the preparation on the 2019/2020 Operational Plan (Budget). 
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Council has resolved to adopt the maximum allowable rate increase of 2.7% for General 
Rates   for the preparation of the Budget whilst any increase in water; sewerage or 
Garbage Charges will be aligned if possible to a breakeven result allowing for 
depreciation. 
 
There are a number of large projects still being undertaken and others planned to be 
undertaken shortly not the least being the construction of a new Water Treatment Plant 
 
Quote of the week! 
When the well is dry we will know the worth of water- Benjamin Franklin 
 
Ross Earl 
General Manager  
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“From the GM’s Desk” - 14th February 2019 
 
The February Council Meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on Monday 18th 
February 2019 due to the Western Division Conference being held on the 25th February 
2019 
 
The Meeting will commence at 9.00 am and as always open to the public. 
 
A public forum is conducted each Meeting Day at 10.00am to allow members of the Public 
to detail any issues, concerns or other matters to Council as a whole. Should anyone wish 
to address Council it is preferable that they notify that intent to the Executive Assistant to 
the Mayor and General Manager prior to the meeting day so that any background 
information, applicable may be available. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Given the relatively short time frame available to have the second bore to supplement  
Bourke’s water supply constructed and commissioned Council staff have been working 
continually on the project to ensure that there are no unforeseen barriers. 
 
 To this end the first a series scheduled weekly meetings involving, Bourke Shire Council, 
Public Works Advisory, New South Wales Department of Industry – Water and New South 
Wales Health was held on Friday 8th February 2019. 
 
There is a great deal of coordination that is required coupled with obtaining of all 
necessary approvals and licences. 
 
At this stage I am confident that the project is on track and the bore will be operational 
before the end of March which is the time that ready access to the river supply will become 
problematical. 
 
As I have previously indicated we are in relatively uncharted territory and the hot weather 
looks like being with us for at least another few weeks. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council continues to lobby to obtain an environment flow in the Barwon Darling from water 
held in storages in the North of the state. 
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Council has written to both the Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder Jody Swirepik 
and the Minister for Regional Water Hon. Niall Blair MP in an effort to try and facilitate a 
flow similar to the flow received in April last year dubbed the “Northern Connectivity 
Event.” 
 
The facilitation of that flow was a result of a collaborative effort by both State and Federal 
Government and was hugely successful and appreciated by all those along the Barwon 
Darling System who were able to benefit. 
 
I am in at least daily contact with those who are reviewing the request for a flow and 
understand the difficulties and risks associated with a decision but equally highlight the 
dire state of the river and its social, economic and environmental impacts on the towns and 
residents along the river system. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
As I write this column the height in the Darling River at Bourke is 2.30 metres which is well 
below the previously lowest height of 2.58 recorded on the 25th January 2007. 
 
 This low was during the longest cease to flows at Bourke Weir of 196 days - 20 
September 2006 to 4 April 2007. 
 
According to the records held by Department of Industry the current period of cease to flow 
as at Monday 11th February 2019 is 177 days. 
In an earlier column I took the cease to flow date from the date water restrictions were 
imposed but the cease to flow date according to Official Government records is 18th 
August 2018  
 
 This period would be much greater had it not been for the Environment Flow. 
However, we unfortunately are still rapidly approaching the record cease to flow period 
with only a significant rain event locally being able to provide the necessary inflow in such 
a short time frame to negate any chance that we will avoid reaching this unwanted record 
period. 
 
If we were fortunate enough secure an environmental flow it would be at least six (6) 
weeks before it made it to Bourke. 
 
 The “Northern Connectivity Event” in 2018 involved the collaborative efforts of the 
Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, The NSW Office Environment and Heritage 
both of whom at that stage held water in storage. Of course New South Wales Water had 
responsibility for the release of water and the coordination of its passage through the 
Northern River system and delivery into the Barwon Darling. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Although difficult to predict it would seem likely that Bourke will be on level five (5) 
restrictions in early March 2019 but could be as early as the end of this month. 
The river level as at 11th February was 2.30 metres having dropped from 2.45 over the 
past ten (10) days. Utilising this as a guide the river is dropping at around 1.5 centimetres 
per day. The level of evaporation on a decreasing weir pool will impact on the ongoing 
drop and hence the timing of the introduction of the higher level restrictions is difficult to 
determine. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Water restrictions apply to BOTH filtered and raw (non- potable) and the ongoing 
cooperation of residents in abiding by the restrictions is appreciated. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The focus to date has been to secure an ongoing supply for Bourke but at the same time 
we need to look at the longer term solution to try and mitigate the chances of the current 
situation recurring and this could take a number of forms including but not limited to 
increasing the amount of storage e.g. additional Weirs along the River, increasing the 
capacity of existing weirs as is being proposed at Walgett and Wilcannia the purchase and 
storage of sufficient water for say three (3) environmental Flows and holding that in 
existing storages. 
 
Locally there has been the suggestion of an additional weir that could be located at a site 
called BU8 and there will be the opportunity to further progress these options once the 
current situation is under control. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
As part of the Drought funding providing under the Federal Governments Drought 
Communities fund well known  poet comedian Murray Hartin has been engaged to 
undertake a series of  performances across the villages within  the Shire and will be 
performing at the following venues 
 
Thursday 21st February 2019- Byrock 
Friday 22nd February 2019- Fords Bridge 
Saturday 23rd February 2019- Louth 
Sunday 24th February 2019 Wanaaring 
 
All performances will be held at the local Hotels and are free of charge with a free 
barbeque also being arranged where possible. 
 
 All performances will commence at 7.00pm and conclude at 10.00pm 
 
Bourke Shire is pleased to be able to work with the Federal Government in coordinating 
the performances for the residents of these drought impacted areas. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
With Council now on level 4 water restrictions I would like to advise that these restrictions 
also generally apply to Council facilities. However, the decision has been made to ensure 
our primary sporting and recreational facilities are kept to a high standard despite the 
drought conditions and as such watering of the Bourke War Memorial Pool, Coolican Oval, 
Davidson Oval and Central Park will remain the same as applied on the level 3 restrictions. 
This will also apply to the Bowling Greens at the Bourke Bowling Club. 
 
It is important for the social well-being of the community that these facilities are 
maintained.  Should Council have to look at the imposition of further restrictions the 
situation will be re assessed. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Western Division Conference at Bourke later this month has attracted a number of 
excellent speakers with a wealth of knowledge on topical issues facing Local Government 
in New South Wales. 
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Minister for Regional Water Hon. Niall Blair MLC will represent the Deputy Premier Hon. 
John Barilaro MP at the conference. He’s contacted us in advance to apologise for not 
being able to attend. 
 
The presence of the Minister for Regional Water will create a lot of interest with water 
issues including the lack of flow in Barwon Darling System a cause of great concern to 
many of the Councils which have indicated they will be attending the conference. The lack 
of flow in the river system has meant that many towns within the region are having 
difficulties in maintaining normal water supplies. 
 
Councils attending include Western Division member Councils of Balranald, Bourke, 
Broken Hill, Central Darling, Cobar, Walgett and Wentworth together with Gilgandra, 
Warren, Carrathool, Bogan, Coonamble, Warrumbungle, Brewarrina, Moree Plains and 
Mid-Western Regional Council based in Mudgee. 
 
The large attendance has stretched accommodation in Bourke, but everyone has been 
catered for which has been a welcome boost to the town’s hospitality industry. 
Councillor Barry Hollman Mayor has said he was delighted with the response by all sectors 
of the broader Local Government Community and was pleased with the way arrangements 
for the conference had progressed to date. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Council staff have commenced the preparation of the 2019/2020 Operational (Budget) and 
the opportunity exists for organisations and individual to submit requests for support, 
nominate projects or make suggestions in relation to the level of service currently provided  
by Council so that these may be considered as part of the budgetary process. 
 
While Council has limited discretionary funds available it aims to ensure that the 
expenditure of these funds reflects the views of the broader community and is consistent 
with the established priorities within the Bourke Shire Council Community Strategic Plan. 
Submissions in respect of the above should be sent to the General Manager Bourke Shire 
Council PO Box 21 Bourke or delivered to the Council Offices 29 Mitchell Street Bourke by  
 
Friday 2nd March 2019 
Enquiries in relation to Budgetary Process should be directed to the Manager of Corporate 
Services, Leonie Brown. 
 
The Draft Timetable for the Preparation and Adoption of the 2019/2019 Operational Plan 
has been prepared and is detailed below 
 

January 2nd  Preparation Commenced 

March 15th  MANEX Meeting to Finalise Preliminary Document 

March 22nd  Draft Document Distributed 

March 4th Meeting of Corporate Service Committee to considerer preliminary 
document 

March 24th Draft Document to Council for approval to proceed to advertisement 

April 11th  Period of Public Notices Commences 

May 16th  Closing Date for Submissions to be lodged 

May 27th   Submissions presented to Council for consideration 

May 27th  Subject to any amendments the Operational Plan is to be adopted 

June 13th Final Document published and distributed 
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_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Should you need to contact Bourke Shire after hours for emergencies such as water 
breaks you can do so by phoning the Duty Officer 0419 722 055 who will arrange for the 
appropriate person to respond to the situation to be contacted. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
With the winter sports season soon to be with us all groups are reminded to ensure that 
they book the oval for both scheduled training and organised games. 
 
Bookings are essential to ensure that the sporting grounds are prepared for the event and 
also to avoid clashes. 
 
Davidson Oval in particular has a high level of usage and it is important that everyone is 
offered the opportunity for use. 
 
There are now lights on Coolican Oval which although not being good enough for night 
matches, do provide sufficient lighting for training purposes. 
 
Queries in relation to Ovals and their usage should be directed to Lynette Gooch Council’s 
Engineering Support Officer on 68308000 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The road construction crews have commenced work after the Christmas break and the 
focus is again on the reconstruction and sealing of the Wanaaring Road and work is 
progressing ahead of schedule which is extremely pleasing . 
 
Council staff are actively trying to secure additional funding to allow further work to be 
undertaken as the sealed section works its way closer to Wanaaring.  
 
There have been numerous positive comments to date and the road has made a huge 
difference for those who are regular users. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
While widespread rain has been non-existent for some time there have been some 
isolated storms across the shire with Byrock being the beneficiary of one such storm and 
negating the need to cart water to the village in the short term. 
 
Areas to the south of Louth also received a good fall late last week which necessitated the 
closure of the road on both sides of the river below Louth  
 
The road on the west side will require some significant work to repair a wash out. 
 
 Let’s hope that the frequency of the storms increases and the rapidly depleting water 
supplies across the shire are able to be replenished. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 As part of the Western Division Conference to be held in Bourke a candidates forum 
involving all the known candidates for the seat of Barwon will be held at Diggers on Darling 
over breakfast on the morning of 26th February 2019. 
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At this stage the National Candidate Andrew Schier, The Country Labour Candidate 
Darriea Turley and The Fishers Farmers and Shooters Party Candidate Roy Butler have 
indicated their attendance whilst the Greens Candidate Eve-Lyn Kennedy and 
Independents Phil Naden and Owen Whyman are unfortunately apologies for the event. 
 
 In addition to the candidates there will be other representatives of the various political 
parties in attendance 
 
Each of the candidates will be given the opportunity to introduce themselves and detail 
their motivation for standing, and their priorities for the electorate of Barwon. This will be 
followed by a question and answer session. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 I would like to say “Welcome to Bourke “ to anyone who has moved to Bourke over the 
recent holiday period and look forward to meeting up with as many as  I can. 
 
Planning is underway for the annual “Welcome to Bourke” function with a date in early 
March to be confirmed. 
 
Quote of the week! 

“Water is the lifeblood of our bodies, our economy, our nation and our well-being.” -        

Stephen Johnson 

 
Ross Earl 
General Manager  
 

Resolution 72/2019: 
 
That the information in the General Managers Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 18 February 2019 be received and noted. 
 
Unstared 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Barton    Carried 
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Tourism Activity Report 
 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 0055/2019 February 2019 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism and Events 

 
Executive Summary 
The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council 
with an updated status report for the month of January, relating to its tourism teams 
activities through visual data including graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of 
the team progress and performance. 
 
It comprises of an overview of the operations, major activities and achievements of 
Councils tourism section and will provide a platform to allow for the detailed monitoring of 
critical data for future analysis. 
 
Highlights January 
Australia Day was the highlight event for January and with the new location at the Bourke 
War Memorial pool. Although numbers were down slightly on last year, contributing factors 
including the ongoing drought, parents taking children back to school and a temperature of 
48 degrees was always going to hinder on numbers. 
 
Overall the kids enjoyed the pool party theme that had inflatables, Pavlova Pie Face, Dash 
for Cash and a lamington stack to celebrate. 
 
Our Australia Day Ambassador – Jay Allen, Melanoma Institute Australia delivered the 
official ceremony along with Mayor, Mr Barry Hollman and Brandhee Leigh Lovett, 
delivering the Welcome to Country. Flag ceremony conducted by Tristian Gale of the 
Bourke Attachment of Army Cadets along with Clontarf Academy- Bradley Parnaby and 
Braydon Grimes who all did extremely well given the extreme heat conditions. 
 
Our official winners for the day were: Pat Mann- Citizen of the Year, Isaac Ford- Junior 
Citizen of the Year, Clay Simmonds- Sportsperson of the Year, Archie Nott- Junior 
Sportsperson of the Year, Rodney Vincent- Emergency Services of the Year 
 
General Activities 
 
Back O Bourke Easter Festival 
Held over Easter Weekend- 19th, 20th, 21st April 

 Plans are continuing with the Back O Bourke Easter Festival.  

 Working with concert promoters to engage services of musicians for  “Day on the Dirt” 

 Contact has been made with Sydney Vintage Restoration to assist with the repair of the 
Garford Fire Engine.  

 Marketing Campaign – looking to create a TV commercial with WIN TV, targeting- Visiting 
Friends and Relatives (VFR) market to be aired in Dubbo and surrounds.  

 Also promote on local radio, social media, website and creating a printed program.  

 Event Management Plan is underway 
 
Kidman Way Touring Route 

 Bourke will be attending the 2019 Victorian Caravan, Camping & Touring Super Show during 
20-25 February. 
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 The Kidman Way committee will attend various trade shows over the coming year and 
agreed that a presence at these trade shows was imperative to continue to raise the profile 
of the touring route. Other trade shows scheduled for the year include; Sydney Super Show 
30 April – 5 May 2019, Rosehill and Melbourne Leisurefest 3-6 October, Sandown 
Racecourse. 

 The Brisbane Show was found to be very slow last year, with greatest interest in travelling 
north or west, not south to NSW and VIC. Data will be collected to ascertain the number of 
travellers in region who come from Brisbane/Gold Coast postcodes and a decision about 
attendance at Brisbane decided once data is analysed. We may also consider attending 
every 2nd year. 

 Website Development- the marketing sub group will progress the new website and 
Facebook page. This group to also explore the Kidman Way listing on Google and 
TripAdvisor. 

 Marketing- Discussion around maximising opportunities and leverage with Destination 
Riverina Murray (DRM) – particularly as touring routes are identified as one of their key 
strategies.  

 Committee looking to explore signage and DNSW product development dollars to develop 
something along the lines of The Long Paddock – pull off bays, signage etc. 
 
Darling River Run 

• Given the continued drought conditions and little to no water in our river system, the Darling 
River Run committee is in the process of capturing events along its river system to leverage 
campaign’s that will capture the media’s attention. We will use a mix of posters, flyers, 
socials, radio and broadcasts over TV and online channels. 

• Permission from DNSW has granted both Bourke and Wentworth as the call centre for any 
information relating to the Darling River Run on their visit NSW website. 
 
Kamilaroi Highway 

• Kamilaroi Highway Caravan and Camping Show map pad completed and distributed. 
 
Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre 

• 4 new casual staff are currently in training at the centre. Training includes product 
development, maintenance; customer service, staff famils to onsite tourism operators and 
WH & S procedures. 

• Working on new promotional literature for the; Jandra, Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre; 
Mud Maps, What’s On, Easter Festival, Visitor Information Boards and Back O Bourke 
folders. 

• Plans are commencing on the update of our interpretive displays at the exhibition centre. 
• Liaising with local tourism operators on updating their advertising collateral. 
• The centre distributed 2409 Bourke information locally, inter and intra state for the month of 

January. This was broken down predominately into other Visitor Centres. As well as general 
walk in, email or phone enquiries through the centre. 

• Function Centre is near complete of its revamp and staff are working tirelessly to have 
cleaned and prepared before it hosts its first function –Western Division Conference dinner 
on the 25th February 2019. 
 
Digital Marketing 
Developing guidelines for our social media platforms including; 

 Facebook and Instagram. Working through various platforms to increase Bourke’s 
digital footprint (Visit 

 NSW, Google Maps, TripAdvisor, Google My Business). (ongoing) 
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Destination Promotion 
Australian Traveler has completed a six page feature on touring the Darling River Run. 
This activity was part the DNSW familiarization’s campaign activity which took place in 
August 2018. Bourke Shire Council played host to Australian Traveler when they sent a 
photographer and journalist to capture this journey.  
In the same issue of the magazine is also a story about how travelers can support drought-
affected communities by visiting. 
 
Back O Bourke Exhibition Figures: 

 

 
 

 
Table showing number of visitors to the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition & Visitor Centre by 
month. 

2011

20160

5000

10000
2011

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 282  

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1142  

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 3362  

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 3698  

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 4440  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 6091  

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 4375  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 3240  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 2360  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 645  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 353  

          

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 30374  
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Social Media 
 
Council’s biggest activity in January was the Australia Day Pool Party which Council 
promoted through its social media networks as well as other local media. The Facebook 
campaign reached 7658 people over the 6 posts for the event coupled with radio spots 
and a distribution of printed flyer to 1000 Bourke residents. Posters were also distributed to 
business houses, hotels and clubs.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We placed an advert on 
Facebook for 1 day only with a 
maximum spend of $20.00. 
Geo-tagging specifically to the 
Bourke region and targeting 
residents aged between 13-65 
that were male and female. 665 
people reached with 19 
responses. 



 

page 67 of 72 

Back O Bourke Promotion 
Great coverage of Back O’ Bourke in the RM Williams Outback magazine this Feb/ Mar 
edition. The feature covers six page story on Dunlop station. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Louth races featured in the 
Dec/Jan issue 
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Destination Promotion 

 

 
Fran Carter         
Manager of Tourism & Events 

 

Resolution 73/2019: 
 

1. That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity 
Report as presented to Council on Monday 18th February, 2019   
 

Unstared 
Moved: Cr Dorrington Seconded: Cr Barton    Carried 
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Library Activity Report 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 0056 /2019 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following items for the 2018/2019 period are presented for your information 

Item January 
2018 

Item January 
2019 

Audio Visual 257 Audio Visual 159 

Adult Fiction 275 Adult Fiction 280 

Non-Fiction 91 Non-Fiction 55 

Junior Fiction 211 Junior Fiction 228 

Magazines 77 Magazines 54 

eBook/Audio 68 eBooks/eAudio 77 

Interlibrary Loans  Interlibrary Loans  

Total 979 Total 853 

 
Other statistical information 

 January 
2018 

 January 
2019 

New Members 9 New Members 10 

Internet/Word 
Processing 

116 Internet/Word Processing 68 

Wireless Tickets 27 Wireless Tickets 34 

Number of Visitors 1368 Number of Visitors 1292 

Scans 20 Scans 18 

Information Requests 68 Information Requests 73 

Technical Assistance 26 Technical Assistance 42 

Faxes 7 Faxes/Laminating 5 

  During January we held a number of children’s craft and storytime sessions as part 
of a school holiday program.  A total of 38 children attended the 3 sessions. The 
Summer Reading Club has also been running throughout the school holidays. 

 The library has joined the Be Connected program, which is a government initiative 
to help older people improve their skills with technology. We held a number of 
sessions this month, one group session and 2 individual sessions. 

Jodi Hatch 
Library Manager 
 

Resolution 74/2019: 
 
That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 2019. 
 
Unstared 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington   Seconded: Cr Barton   Carried 
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1.  Closed Session of Council – Confidential 
 

File No R2.5-R2.15-P9.3-R2.22 

Report: 0057/2019  Outstanding Rates, Water and Debtor Accounts Closed 
Session of Council - CONFIDENTIAL 

Author Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to be 
discussed during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993; personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 
 

11.51am 
Resolution 75/2019:  
 
That in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 and the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005, in the opinion of the General Manager, the business to 
be discussed during the meeting is of a kind referred to in Section 10A (2) (a) of the 
Local Government Act, 1993; personnel matters concerning particular individuals 
(other than Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) the personal hardship of any resident or 
ratepayer. 
 
Moved: Cr Cole   Seconded: Cr Dorrington    Carried 
 

 
 

 

File No R2.5-R2.15-P9.3-R2.22 

Report: 1020/2017 Outstanding Rates, Water and Debtor Accounts Closed 
Session of Council - CONFIDENTIAL 

Author Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 
The following report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (b) of 
the Local Government Act, 1993 personal hardship of any resident or ratepayer. 

Outstanding Water  
Outstanding Rate Accounts 
Outstanding Debtor  

 
Presented for Councillor’s information are the outstanding Rates, Water and Sundry 
Debtor reports for 31st December 2018. 
 
Outstanding Rates 
Council staff have continued recovery procedures in accordance with the Local 
Government Act and the Bourke Shire Council Debt Recovery Policy. Letters and follow-
up phone calls have been made to rate payers who owe in excess of $1,000. Council staff 
involve the debt recovery agency to assist with legal action when required.  
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A number of rate payers have responded and suitable arrangements to pay off the debt 
have been negotiated. Staff have maintained an equitable and sympathetic approach to 
rate payers who have contacted staff, but have also reminded them that they must have 
the outstanding debt paid within two years as per Council’s Debt Recovery Policy.  
 
The Manager of Corporate Services, Revenue Officer and Finance Officer are 
continuously monitoring payments, taking calls and meeting with rate payers to make 
suitable arrangements. Sometimes these arrangements are not met and further follow up 
action is required. 
 
Overall outstanding rates have increased since the last report to Council. The increase is 
$61,071.70.  
 
Attached (under separate cover) is a list of outstanding rates and charges as at the 9th 
January 2019 total $1,149,995.96 
 
A summary of the outstanding balances is detailed below 
 

Balance outstanding 09/01/2019 $1,149,995.96 

Since Paid $53,080.63 

 
Metered Water Charges 
Water accounts are issued in October and again in April each financial year. This 
arrangement allows ratepayers the opportunity to pay their Rates and Water accounts at 
the same time. 
 
Outstanding water accounts have increased since the last report to Council. Total 
outstanding as at the 14th January 2019 is $316,556.78 this is a $26,635.00 increase.  
 
Attached is a list of outstanding water charges as at the 14th January 2019. 
 
Staff continues to take action for all outstanding accounts. 
 
A summary of the outstanding balances is detailed below 
 

Balance outstanding 14/01/2019 $316,556.78 

Since Paid $16,292.18 

 

 
Sundry Debtors 
Sundry Debtor activity has increased by $269,308.73 since the last report. Total 
outstanding is $1,021,307.21. The large increase is mainly contributed to grant funds 
where invoices have been raised and payment is yet to be made.  Staff continue to 
monitor these accounts and are taking action with any major concerns. 
 
Attached is a list of outstanding Debtors as at 30th December 2019. 
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Conclusion 
Council staff are continuing to follow up on outstanding accounts. Additional reminder 
notices and letter threatening further legal action has recently taken place. If a response is 
not received further action will be taken. 
 
A commitment from Council staff sees large and increasing accounts as a priority and will 
continue to monitor any agreements made by the debtors. 
 
A future 713 Sale for unpaid Rates and Charges is proposed to be held in November 
2019. Work has already commenced on the collation of properties to be included and the 
process for holding such a sale. 
 
 

12.05pm 
Resolution 176/2019 
 
That Council notes the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing and 
Debtors owed to Council as at 31st December 2018. 
 
Moved: Cr Bartley Seconded: Cr Ford Carried 

 
 

 

12.07pm 
Resolution 77/2019  
 
That Council move out of Closed Council and into Open Council. 
 
Moved: Cr Dorrington  Seconded: Cr Barton    Carried 
 

 
The resolution passed by Council while the meeting was closed to the public was read to 
the meeting by the Mayor and was as follows:- 
 

Resolution 76/2019  
 
That Council notes the report on Outstanding Rates and Charges, Water Billing and 
Debtors owed to Council as at 31st December 2018. 
 
Moved: Cr Bartley    Seconded: Cr Ford    Carried 
 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closes at 12.10pm 
 
 
 


