
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bourke Shire Council 

Agenda 

Monday, 27th May 2019 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held 

at the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices  

at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke, commencing at 9.00am for the purpose of 

considering the items included on the attached Agenda 

 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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AGENDA 

C12.1 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

 

3. Remembrance  

 

4. Apologies  

 

5. Declaration of Interest  

(Forms included with Business Papers) 

 

6. Mayoral Minute 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 103/2019 Emergency Services Levy Increase 2 Adoption 

 

MAYORAL ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

Each year, the NSW Government collects payments from Councils and insurers to fund 

Emergency Services Agencies in NSW, with Councils required to pay 11.7 per cent of the budget 

required by NSW Emergency Services. These charges are embedded in Council rates and 

insurance premiums.  

  

From 1 July 2019 the NSW Government plans to collect an additional $160 million (in 2019/20) 

from NSW Councils, communities and those paying insurance premiums to provide better 

workers’ compensation coverage for volunteer and career firefighters who are diagnosed with 

one of 12 specific work-related cancers.    

  

Councils were sent bills with a letter from Revenue NSW in May 2019, saying NSW Council 

contributions will increase by $19 million in 2019/20. The letter also foreshadowed increases in 

the following year, but not the amount.  

  

Bourke Shire Council received an invoice from Revenue NSW for $177,342.07 for its emergency 

services levy contribution. This is $31,692.29 more than last year’s levy which is a 22% increase.   

 

This will mean Council will need to find additional funds and/or cut planned initiatives or 

services.   

  

Council supports Career and Volunteer Firefighters in NSW – as it does all Emergency Services 

Workers and Volunteers. Indeed, many NSW Council staff and Councillors are Volunteers. We 

File No C12.6-R2.24 

Report: 103/2019 Emergency Services Levy Increase  

Responsible Officer Councillor Barry Hollman, Mayor 
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also support the Bill passed in November 2018 to address what was a Workers’ Compensation 

shortfall.   

  

However, the sector was at no point advised that it would be required to cover the cost via 

significant increases to the Emergency Services Levy, or what this cost would be.  

  

Council had allowed an increase of 5% over the 2018/2019 figure but are still faced with a 

shortfall of $24,202.07 in the advertised budget. 

 

To put this into context of the budget overall and in particular in relation to the revenue raised 

by the 2.7% allowable increase, it is noted that after factoring the catch up provisions the net 

additional revenue for Council is $36,255.00. 

 

This means that the increase in Emergency Services Levy will absorb $31,626.29 of the increase 

of $36,255.00 or 87.24% of the increase. 

 

The increase of 22% has had no regard to the 2.7% increase allowed for Council to increase its 

General Fund Rates. 

Increases of such magnitude cannot be continued to be imposed on Council without impacting 

on services. 

 

Local Government NSW is calling upon the NSW Government to fund the first 12 months of this 

extra cost and work with Local Government to ensure the implementation of the funding 

mechanism is fairer into the future.  

   

Recommendation: 

That Council:  

A. Notes:  

a. That last December, the NSW Government enacted laws to provide better workers 

compensation coverage for firefighters who are diagnosed with one of twelve 

specific work-related cancers  

b. That in many areas of NSW, fire services are made up of elected and staff members 

of Local Government, and that Local Governments strongly support this expanded 

workers compensation scheme  

c. That as a result of these changes, the State Government has decided to implement 

the new scheme by charging Local Governments an increased Emergency Services 

Levy, without consultation  

d. That the expected increase in costs to Local Governments will be $19m in the first 

year alone, and that there is little or no time to enshrine this charge in Council’s  

2019/2020 budgets  

e. That Local Government NSW has long advocated for the Emergency Services Levy 

to be significantly modified to ensure it is transparent, equitable and accountable.  

 

B. That this Council supports Local Government NSW’s calls for:  

a. the NSW Government to cover the initial additional $19m increase to Local 

Governments for the first year and  
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b. the NSW Government to work with NSW Local Governments to redesign the funding 

mechanism for the scheme to ensure fairness into the future.   

 

C. Requests that the General Manager liaise with Local Government NSW to provide 

information   on:  

a. The impact on Council budgets and  

b. Council advocacy actions undertaken.  

 

D. Requests that the Mayor   

a. write to the NSW Premier and NSW Interim Opposition Leader, NSW Minister for  

Customer Services, NSW Minister for Emergency Services, Minister for Local 

Government and Shadow Minister for Local Government, and local state member  to:  

i. call upon the NSW Government to  fund the 12 months of this extra cost rather 

than requiring Councils to find the funds at short notice when budgets have 

already been allocated  

ii. explain how this sudden increase will impact Council services/the local 

community.  

iii. highlight that Councils were not warned of the increased cost until May 2019, 

despite the new laws being passed in November 2018  

iv. explain that the poor planning and implementation of the increase is inconsistent 

with the Government’s commitment to work in partnership with the sector  

v. ask the Government to work with Local Governments to redesign the 

implementation of the scheme to ensure it is fairer for Councils and communities 

into the future.  

b. Copy the above letter to Local Government NSW.  

  

7. Starring of Items 

A number of items have been starred for discussion. 

 

The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 

 

Recommendation:  

That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the 

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 27th May 2019 be adopted. 

 

8. Confirmation of the Minutes 

Recommendation:  

That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 29th April 2019 be 

confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

9. Business Arising 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 104/2019 Business Arising 11 Notation 
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10. Engineering Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 105/2019 Bourke Shire Council Water Supply Area 18 Notation 

 106/2019 Town Street Trees 19 Notation 

 

11. Environmental Services & Development Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for May 2019   

 

12. General Manager 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 107/2019 Western Division Shires Wild Dog Program 

Funding under the Communities 

Combating Pest and Weed Impacts during 

Drought Program 

20 
 
  

Notation 

 108/2019 Country Mayors Association Meeting 21 Adoption 

Î 109/2019 Draft Code of Meeting Practice 21  

Î 110/2019 Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Annual 

Conference - 14th - 16th October 2019 

23 Adoption  

Î 111/2019 Australian Local Government Association 

(ALGA) National General Assembly of Local 

Government 2019  – Future Focused 

23 Adoption 

 112/2019 Visit by the Minister for Western New South 

Wales Hon. Adam Marshall MP 

24 Notation 

 

13. Corporate Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 
113/2019 

Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank 

Balances 

26 Notation 

Î 114/2019 Investment Report as at 30th April 2019 28 Notation 

Î 
115/2019 

Delivery Program 2017-2021 and Operation 

Plan 2019/2020 

30 
 

Adoption 

Î 115A Councillor Remuneration 35 Adoption 

 
116/2019 

Bourke Aboriginal Cultural Centre Funding 

Agreement – Under Seal 

37 Adoption 

 

14. Tourism & Development 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Report for May 2019   

 

15. Delegates  and Councillors Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Report for 2019   
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16. Committee Minutes 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Committee Minutes for 2019   

 

17. Policies 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Policies for May 2019   

 

18. Précis of Correspondence 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

Î 117/2019 Regional Cooperation & Coordination 38 Consideration 

Î 119/2019 Waiving of Rates 40 Adoption 

Î 118/2019 Community Contribution “A” Day Bowls 

Tournament 

46 Consideration 

 

19. Activity Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 120/2019 Engineering  53 Notation 

 121/2019 Environmental  64 Notation 

 122/2019 General Manager 66 Notation 

 123/2019 Corporate Services  90 Notation 

 124/2019 Tourism & Development  91 Notation 

 

20. Closed Session 

 Report No  Report Page No Recommendation 

  No Confidential Reports for May 2019  Closed Session 

 

Time Event  Organisation 

10.00am Community Open Forum for 

members of the public to address 

Council  

  

11.00am  Monthly Update Inspector Andrew 

Hurst  

Central North Police 

District 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

To the General Manager I, 

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a NON-PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Name of Meeting  

 

Date of Meeting    

 

Page Number  Item Number   

 

Subject    

 

Reason for Interest     

 

 

As a result of my non-pecuniary interest, my involvement in the meeting will be as follows:- 

 

 Option A – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate and vote.  

  

 Option B – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but not 

vote.  

  

 Option C – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but leave 

the Chamber for the vote.  

  

 Option D – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

vote.  

  

 Option E – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

not vote.  

  

 Option F – Make a declaration, do not participate in the debate and leave the Chamber upon 

making the declaration.  Do not return until the matter is resolved.  

 

 

Signature                                                                  Date 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

 

 

To the General Manager 

 

I, ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Name of Meeting  _______________________________________________________________  

 

Date of Meeting    _______________________________________________________________  

 

Page Number ________________________ Item Number   ____________________________  

 

Subject    ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Reason for Interest     ____________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

OTHER THAN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Reason for Interest _______________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _____________________________                       ______________________________________  

                      Signature                                                                  Date 
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Calendar of Events 

 

 

Meeting 

Month/Year 

Meeting  

Date 

Time  Event Location 

2019 

May 27th   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

 24th  9.30am JOC General Manager’s Meeting Warren 

 29th 10.00am FNWJO Council Chamber 

 31st   Country Mayors Association 

Meeting 

Sydney 

June 16th – 19th   Australian Local Government 

Association National General 

Assembly of Local Government 2019 

– Future Focused 

Canberra 

 24th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

July 2nd   Western Division Mid -Term 

Meeting 

Cobar 

 22nd   9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

August  26th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

September 23rd    9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

October 14-16/10/19  LGNSW Annual Conference  Warwick Farm 

 28th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

November 25th  9.00am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
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Councillor Information List 

 

 

 

  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Web Address Link Email 

20/04/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190425 GM  V 

24/04/19 Business Papers + Confidential 

Reports + Quarterly Budget 

Review 

MANEX  

V 

26/04/19 Level 5 Water Restrictions for 

Bourke & North Bourke 

GM  
V 

30/04/19 "From the GM's Desk" 19/04/30 GM  
V 

30/04/19 TAFE NSW Bourke - CLC Opening Kristy Kennedy 

TAFE Services 

Coordinator 

 
V 

01/05/19 Central North Police District Medal 

& Awards Ceremony Invitation 

Krystal Bock 

Executive 

Assistant CNPD 

 
V 

07/05/19 ICAC Matters Issue 53   V 

07/05/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190509 GM  V 

09/05/19 Press Release - High Consumption 

at North Bourke 

GM  
V 

09/0519 Press Release - 2019-2020 

Emergency Service Levy 

GM  
V 

14/05/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190516 GM  V 

15/05/19 Brewarrina Shire Council - Regional 

Cooperation & Coordination – Re-

establishing OROC 

GM Brewarrina 

Shire 
 

V 

16/05/19 Council Defers Decision to Switch 

to 100% Bore Water Supply 

GM  
V 

19/05/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190523 GM  V 

21/05/19 Greater Western Sporting Hall of 

Fame 

Mark Horton 

Regional 

Coordinator-

Western | Sport 

and Recreation 

sport.nsw.gov.au 

V 

http://sport.nsw.gov.au/
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Business Arising From APRIL 2019 Meeting Resolutions 

  

KEY: Action still pending Action 

 

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTE Manager Tourism & Events MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current duties 

performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That Council decide what further representations may be required following the 

receipt of any responses from its letters and considering any issues raised by 

Professor Tracy 

Still to be 

finalised 

 

182/2018 Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 758144, 

Lot 3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 

Group for $1.00 with the following conditions:- 

1. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a 

requirement that the land is used only for the provision of aged care 

facilities/services; 

2. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 

Group that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group 

to re-transfer the land to Council in the event that The Frank Whiddon Masonic 

Homes Group proposes to sell the land to a third party (except with prior 

approval of Council); and  

In progress 

67/118/177/203/2015 Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be obtained. Ongoing  
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3. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests referred to in 

the Deed referred to in 2. Above. 

 

199/2018 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip and 

start negotiations with the current land owner to purchase a parcel of land that 

would allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. Council continue to 

monitor the Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.   

Ongoing, 

contact RFDS to 

determine 

requirements 

 

321/2018 Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community Centre 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager Environment 

File Number A11.2.24 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be developed 

which details the allowable uses of the building and the fee required to be 

paid for the use and any bond that need to be lodged. 

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for their 

endorsement 

Ongoing 

 

 

394/2018 Western Local Health District (WLHD) 

Responsible Officer Mayor 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not received in 

our previous letters:- 

1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 

2. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 

3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke District 

Hospital 

4. Details of the model of care in place at present 

Letter written 

  

362/2018 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number E6.1-E6.4-L8.1 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for 

industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.  

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council 

Presentation 

made to 

Council 
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395/2018 Council Owned Land to be transferred to Bourke Aboriginal Health Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A11.1.5 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

That Council request from the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service; a progress 

report on the funding application they have submitted for the provision of a 

Clinic and Administration Centre; a Music School; a Gymnasium and a Training 

School for which they have requested transfer of ownership of Council owned 

land. 

Letter written 

 

Awaiting reply 

 

 

 

405/2018 Heritage Advisory Committee 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File No H2.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

That Council refer the draft terms of reference to the first meeting of the 

Heritage Advisory Committee for comment and ask that they refer any 

suggested changes back to Council 

Inception 

meeting 17th June 

2019 

 

427/2018 Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

The General Manager to prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, 

including the seeking of legal advice if necessary 

Report to be 

prepared 

 

107/2018 Removal of Distressed Trees 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works  

File No T6.1- T6.2 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council consider it options in relation to the remaining eight (8) Queensland Fig 

trees in Mitchell Street between Warraweena Street and Tarcoon Street on the 

north side once a report is received from the Arborist 

Report pending 

 

 

 

File No W2.2.9 - W2.2.12 

Report: 306/2019 Î Water Supply Update – Late Report 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council note the current critically low volumes of water in the Bourke Weir Pool. 

Council note the current emergency water supply that can be called upon from 

Walkden’s Bore. Council note action being expedited to ensure the availability 

of a second bore to supplement the supply from Walkden’s Bore. Council 

endorse the action being taken to secure funding to enable the full 

commissioning of the second bore. Council endorse any action required to be 

Work completed 
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undertaken to secure the necessary licences that may be required for any 

additional bores that may be required. Council delegate to the Mayor and the 

General Manager authority to approve expenditure and approve works that 

may be required in their opinion to ensure the ongoing supply of filtered water 

for the town of Bourke and North Bourke. Council not call tenders for the work 

as they are deemed to fall under the provision of section 55 (3) (k) of the Local 

Government Act works that are undertaken as a matter of urgency. 

 

File No A11.2.21 

Report: 310/2019 Î Lease of Old Golf Club and New Pre School Building to Bourke and 

District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council agrees to the lease of the Bourke Pre-School and the old Bourke Golf 

Club to Bourke and District Children’s Services for an initial period of five (5) 

years with options for a further two (2) five (5) year periods. The lease amount 

be as previously determined with the addition of an annual increase in line with 

the Annual CPI increase applicable to Sydney each year. 

Now able to 

progress 

 

File No A 6.1, A 6.3 

Report: 0039/2019 Î Re-Establishment of Air Service to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Tenders for an Air Service to Bourke and Western NSW developed Tenders being 

assessed by Far 

North West JOC 

 

93/2019  Development of the Motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File No T4.3.6 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

Motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre be advertised for sale by 

Expressions of Interest for a period of 21 days as outlined in the report. 

Advertised 

That a further confidential report outlining any Expressions of Interest received 

be brought back to Council 

Ongoing 

 

105/2019  Delivery and Operational Plan Timeline 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File No P4.2  

Monday 27th May 2019 - Adoption of Operational Plan 2019/2020 and Delivery 

Program for 2017-2021, after due consideration of any submissions received 

See MCS Report 
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113/2019  Î Update Back ‘O’ Bourke Displays - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File No T4.1 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

That the General Manager and Mayor delegated authority to undertake and 

finalise any negotiations in relation to price and scope of works in line with 

budgetary provisions.  

In progress 

 

114/2019  Î Upgrade to Councils Telecommunication System - CONFIDENTIAL 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File No T2.3 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

That the General Manager be delegated authority to negotiate the purchase of 

the new telephone system having regard to both costs, availability of services 

and maintenance options 

Installation to 

take place from 

June 2019 

 

128/2019  Additional Funds Required for Undertaking of Work on Main Road 405 

Bourke Milparinka Via Wanaaring 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

File No R7.4.3 

DECISION  

 

That Council purchase two (2) three (3) bedroom portable buildings to facilitate 

the establishment of a further permanent camp facility. 

Order made 

That Council negotiate an agreement between the landowner and Council for 

the use of the land. 

Contact made 

with Solicitor to 

draw up 

agreement 

 

130/2019  Western Division Mid -Term Meeting  to be held in Cobar 2nd July 2019 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L8.5 

DECISION  

1. Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager attend the meeting 

2. Councillors advise of their intention to attend the meeting 

Councillors to 

advise 
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133/2019  Update on Emergency Water Supply for Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A3.3-W2.2.12 

DECISION  

Letter of thanks to the Robinson family, the Harris family and Old family for 

contributing to Bourke and Council during this drought 

Completed 

 

135/2019  Proposal to Introduce a 40KPH Speed Limit in the Main Street  

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No R7.7.4 

DECISION  

1. Council refer the introduction of a 40kph limit in Oxley Street between 

Richard and Sturt Street to the Bourke Traffic Committee. 

2. That Council advertise the proposal in the Western Herald calling or 

submissions in relation to the proposal with the closing date for submissions 

being set to allow them to also be considered by the Bourke Traffic 

Committee 

Meeting to be 

held 21/05/19 

Meeting to be 

held 21/05/19 

 

155/2019  Confidential – Construction of New Water Treatment Plant 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No W2.24.1 

DECISION  

Council continues with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 

costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Water Treatment 

Plant for Bourke 

Ongoing 

 

156/2019  Confidential –  Construction of Sewerage Treatment Plant Facilities 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No S3.2.3 

DECISION  

Council continues with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 

costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Additional 

Sewage Treatment Facilities in Bourke 

Ongoing  
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158/2019  Confidential – Proposal for Consultancy Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No C10.1 

DECISION  

1. That Council enter into the agreement for a period of six (6) months from 

the 1st July 2019  

 

2. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to finalise negotiations 

and prepare a detailed Scope of Works, with anticipated outcomes to be 

negotiated with the Consultant. 

 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 

27th May 2019. 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: V1.6-W2.2.24 

Report: 105/2019 Bourke Shire Council Water Supply Area 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

 

Background: 

Bourke Shire Council has received several requests during the recent drought to supply water to 

properties outside the town area which will not only involve considerable expense but also puts 

additional pressure on the existing infrastructure. 

 

The requests in recent times have been in relation to the North Bourke area in particular. 

 

Current Situation: 

A Water Engineer has been engaged to undertake and complete a hydraulic report/survey on 

both the raw and potable water supplies capacity during peak periods, it’s expected that the 

results of the test will be available before the end of June 2019. 

    

A previous report undertaken for a similar purpose was completed in 2003, this is now obviously 

somewhat dated. 

 

Following the receipt of the report and the identification of Council to be able to meet the 

supply of water to satisfy the requests, it is suggested that Council also look at the possibility of 

defining an area to which supply can be made available. 

 

There is considerable cost in maintaining the water mains. 

 

There has been the development of further blocks of land adjacent to the North Bourke Village 

and additional requests are expected. Some requests are primarily for filtered water, however, 

there has been requests to extend the raw water network. 

 

Financial Implications: 

The cost of the report will be met from existing budgetary allocations and is estimated to cost 

$8000.00 

 

Council will need to consider the introduction of a headworks charge in relation to any new 

connections. 

 

Recommendation: 

1. That Council note the engagement of an Engineer to undertaken the compilation of a 

hydraulic report/survey in relation to the North Bourke Water Supply. 

2. That any requests for connections to North Bourke Water Supply outside the village area be 

deferred until the hydraulic report has been received. 
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File No: T6.1 

Report: 106/2019 Town Street Trees 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 

Background: 

The current drought has had a significant impact on trees within the Shire including the street 

trees in Bourke; to the point where we currently have around 40 trees that are dead or dying on 

the footpaths and median strips around town, some of these trees were fully grown, but have 

not been able to handle the severe drought conditions. 

 

These trees will need to be removed and replaced with appropriate species. 

 

Current Situation: 

Council have engaged a qualified arborist to assess the current street trees and identify those 

which will have to be removed and those which are to be saved through pruning or fertilizing. 

 

There are no replacement trees currently in stock to replace those to be removed.  

 

Council staff will purchase suitable trees as identified in the Street Tree Master Plan to replace 

any trees that require removal once water restrictions have been removed and an ongoing 

supply of water is expected to be able be maintained.    

 

The removal of the tress will be undertaken by Council staff and/or a contractor depending on 

the size and location of the trees.  

 

Financial Implications 

The  2018/2019 Operational Plan provides an allocation for tree removal and this will be utilised 

to provide the funding for the  removal of the trees as well as any costs associated with the 

arborists visit. 

 

Recommendation  

1. That Council note the engaging of a consultant arborist to identify those trees in need of 

removal and determine what action, may be required to save those under stress but still 

alive. 

2. That the replacement of the trees be deferred until water supply for the town is a little more 

certain. 

3. That the replacement trees be selected from species as identified in the Street Tree 

Masterplan. 
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GENERAL MANAGER 

 

Background: 

Bourke Shire Council assumed the lead role in lodging an application for funding under the 

Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts during Drought Program to assist in 

addressing the wild dog problem in the western area of the state.  

 

The application involved Brewarrina, Wentworth, Cobar, Central Darling and Bourke Shires and 

Broken Hill City Council.  

 

The decision to apply for funding came following a meeting of stakeholders in wild dog 

management in the Western Region which included the Pest Animal Control Groups, Western 

Landcare, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Western Local Land Services.  

 

The application was coordinated by the Western Local Land Services on behalf of the Councils 

involved. 

 

Current Situation: 

The application for Funding was successful. 

 

The Council will receive a total of $926,000 to assist in curtailing the growth of wild dog 

numbers. 

 

The funding will be invested in coordinated baiting, trapping, monitoring and capacity building 

opportunities which will involve 16 pest animal control groups and Landcare groups across the 

six (6) Western Division Councils.  

 

This funding and the projects that will follow, should provide tangible results for farmers who 

are already struggling with drought and certainly don’t need further stock losses as a result of 

wild dogs. 

 

Financial Implications 

As the lead Council, Bourke Shire will be responsible for the auspice of the funds. There should 

be no major financial implications with the exception of any costs involved in the acquittal of 

funds. 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the successful application and receipt of $926,000.00 to assist in the 

introduction of wild dog control measures 

 

 

File No E6.1-G4.1 

Report: 107/2019 Western Division Shires Wild Dog Program Funding under the 

Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts during Drought Program 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 

Country Mayors Association is an organisation established as an advocacy group involving 

Mayors from across rural New South Wales. 

 

The Association is currently chaired by the Mayor of Moree Plains Shire Council, Councillor 

Katrina Humphries and the next meeting is to be held in Sydney on Friday, 31st May 2019. 

 

Current Situation: 

Bourke Shire has not previously been a member of the Country Mayors Association but Mayor, 

Councillor Barry Hollman has indicated that he will take the opportunity to attend the meeting 

in Sydney to find out a little more about the organisation which has become an important and 

influential group and determine benefits there may be available for Bourke Shire Council.  

 

Financial Implications 

The cost to Council will be the cost of travel and accommodation and this should be met by 

existing budgetary allocations. 

 

Should Council elect to join Country Mayors there is a membership fee involved. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council note the attendance of the Mayor at the May Meeting of the Country Mayors 

Association to be held on the 31st May 2019 

2.  That any consideration of ongoing membership of Country Mayors be undertaken after the 

receipt of a report from the Mayor following his attendance at the May Country Mayors 

Association Meeting. 

 

 

Background: 

Council is aware that a new Draft Code of Meeting Practice has been developed by the Office of 

Local Government for use by all Local Government Councils within New South Wales. 

 

The Draft Code provides both mandatory and optional provisions and it is up to each Council to 

decide which of the optional provisions will be included in their adopted Code of Meeting 

Practice. 

 

A New Code of Meeting Practice is required to be adopted by the 14th June 2019.  

 

 

File No M2.5 

Report: 108/2019 Country Mayors Association Meeting 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No L8.24-P4.1 

Report: 109/2019 Î Draft Model Code of Meeting Practice 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation: 

Council held a workshop on the 11th March 2019 to look at the mandatory and optional 

provisions applicable in the Draft Model Code of Meeting Practice and the suggestions from 

that meeting were incorporated in a report to the March Meeting. At the March Meeting further 

refinements were made and Council approved the Draft Code of Meeting Practice for Bourke 

Shire Council for advertising. 

 

Council placed the Bourke Shire Council DRAFT Code of Meeting Practice 2019 on public 

exhibition following the March Meeting for the Statutory Period of 28 days and allowed 42 days 

for the receipt of public submissions relating to the Bourke Shire Council Draft Code of Meeting 

Practice. 

 

There were no submissions received and as such Council is now in a position to formally adopt 

the Code and it will be applicable for all meetings of Council and Council Committees of which 

all members are Councillors from the date of adoption. 

 

Council will be required to determine how it intends to comply with the provision of the Model 

Code requiring that all meetings of Council and Council Committees of which all members are 

Councillors to be webcast noting that the Office of Local Government have indicated in Circular 

Number 18-45 that this requirement can be met by the posting of an audio or video recording 

of the meeting(s) on the Council website. 

 

Financial Implications 

There are no significant financial implications for Council with the exception of the costs 

involved in the live streaming/recording of the Council meetings as required. 

 

This cost will be determined once all the options are identified a further report will be prepared 

for Council. 

 

A number of Councils have undertaken an evaluation of the options and I will take the 

opportunity to discuss these options with my peers. 

 

GMõs Note: 

The Draft Code of Meeting Practice will be sent out as an attachment and can be found at 

https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DRAFT-CODE-OF-MEETING-PRACTICE-

2019.pdf  

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council adopt the DRAFT Code of Meeting Practice as advertised. 

2. That Council note the requirement to webcast the Council Meetings and all Meetings of 

Council Committees, the membership of which is all Councillors by the 14th December 2019. 

3. That Council note the webcasting requirement may be met by the posting of an audio or 

video recording of the Meeting(s) on the Council website. 

4. That once the mechanism for compliance with the webcasting provisions of Council Meetings 

is determined that Council amend the Code of meeting Practice by the inclusion of details in 

a supplementary provision. 

https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DRAFT-CODE-OF-MEETING-PRACTICE-2019.pdf
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DRAFT-CODE-OF-MEETING-PRACTICE-2019.pdf
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5. That the Public Forum for each Meeting be scheduled to start at 9.00am on each meeting 

day with the meeting itself to now commence at 9.30am 

 

 

Background: 

This Conference is the annual policy-making event for NSW general-purpose Councils and 

associate members. It is the pre-eminent event of the Local Government year where local 

Councillors come together to share ideas and debate issues that shape the way we are 

governed. 

 

Bourke Shire Council attends the Annual Conference of LGNSW each year, with the Mayor, 

General Manager and available Councillors being in attendance. 

 

Current Situation: 

The next LGNSW Annual Conference will be held at The William Inglis Hotel, Warwick Farm from 

14th October to 16th October 2019.   

 

Financial Implications. 

The attendance at the Conference would be met from existing budgetary allocations and will 

involve registration, travel and accommodation. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That the Mayor and General Manager attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 14th 

October to 16th October 2019 

2. That Councillors who wish to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 14th October 

to 16th October 2019 nominate prior to August 2019. 

 

 

 

Background: 

Bourke Shire Council does not usually attend the Australian Local Government Association 

Annual (ALGA) Conference. 

 

Current Situation: 

The Australian Local Government Association will be holding the National General Assembly of 

Local Government 2019 – Future Focused from 16th – 19th June 2019 at the National Convention 

Centre in Canberra. 

File No L8.3-G2.2-M2.2 

Report: 110/2019  Î Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Annual Conference 

14th October to 16th October 2019 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No L8.6-G2.2-M2.2 

Report: 111/2019   Î Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) 

National General Assembly of Local Government 2019 - Future Focused 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Financial Implications 

The attendance at the Conference would be met from existing budgetary allocations and will 

involve registration, travel and accommodation. 

 

Recommendation:  

That the Mayor and General Manager attend the Australian Local Government Association 

National General Assembly of Local Government 2019 – Future Focused to be held 16th – 19th 

June 2019 in Canberra. 

 

 

Background: 

The Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Western New South Wales, the Hon. Adam 

Marshall, MP visited Bourke on Wednesday, 15th and Thursday, 16th May 2019, he took the 

opportunity to meet with the Mayor and I regarding a number of matters and in particular the  

role that the Minister for Western New South Wales will play. 

 

Minister Marshall reinforced his Governments commitment to this part of the State and 

indicated that his role as Minister for Wester New South Wales will be, in part, to act as a 

conduit to the Government. 

 

He indicated that he will work with the new Member for Barwon, Roy Butler, MP in getting 

things done in the region. 

 

Current Situation: 

The area to be covered as part of the Western part of NSW for the purposes of  his portfolio 

includes the Local Government areas of Balranald, Bourke, Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Cobar 

Murray River, Edward River, Carrathool, Central Darling, Hay, Lachlan, Bogan, Warren , 

Coonamble, Walgett Wentworth and the Unincorporated area. 

 

Interestingly all the Councils listed with the exception of Warren, Coonamble, Murray and 

Edward River are or have previously been members of the Western Division of Councils and the 

opportunity may exist for the ongoing strengthening of this group and enabling it to be a 

conduit to the Minister. 

 

It was reassuring that the Minister again reinforced the commitment made by the Premier, the 

Hon. Gladys Berejiklian, MP and the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP that there will 

be a continued strong focus on the issues in the West of the State and that was one of the 

reasons for his appointment. 

 

The Mayor and I took the opportunity to highlight some of the issues impacting on this part of 

the state and Bourke Shire in particular and he was genuinely interested in our comments. 

 

File No C2.4.2 

Report: 112/2019 Visit by the Minister for Western New South Wales Hon. Adam 

Marshall MP 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Minister Marshall also visited Bogan Cobar Walgett, and Brewarrina on his visit and he has also 

been invited to attend the Mid-Term Meeting of the Western Division Councils to be held in 

Cobar on 2nd July 2019. 

 

Financial Implications 

Minister Marshall said that Councils should be able to look forward to further rounds of the 

Stronger Communities Funding which from Bourke Shire’s Council’s point of view enable it to 

undertake a number of projects which had previously only been included on a wish list. 

 

I look forward to an announcement in this regard. 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the report in relation to the visit by the Minister for Agriculture and Minister 

for Western New South Wales, the Hon. Adam Marshall, MP. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 113/2019 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30th April 2019 

Balances as per Bank Statement $713,028.51 

Plus: Deposit not shown $1,002.50 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $6,553.99 

Balance as per Cash Book $707,477.02 

 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30th April 2019 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $14,430,489.24 $200,000.00 

Water $3,528,149.23  

Sewer $2,009,869.03  

Trust $156,669.01  

Total Funds $20,125,176.51  

 

Investments as at 30th April 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,663,165.15 2.68 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60 % 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.71 % 272 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,100,595.74 2.67 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.65 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.72 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.72 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,037,917.81 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,162,609.63 2.71 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75 % 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $437,195.09 2.75 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,934,756.80 Flex   

Total Investments $19,417,699.49    

 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is 

certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 

Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 30th April 2019 

Balance as per cash book $707,477.02 

Investments $19,417,699.49 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $20,125,176.51 

 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th April 2019 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st March 2019  30th April 2019 

General Fund $13,644,250.75 $786,238.49 $14,430,489.24 

Water Fund $3,656,612.11 -$128,462.88 $3,528,149.23 

Sewer Fund $2,024,154.51 -$14,285.48 $2,009,869.03 

Trust Fund $92,680.01 $63,989.00 $156,669.01 

Investments -$19,269,541.64 -$148,157.85 -$19,417,699.49 

    

Totals $148,155.74 $559,321.28 $707,477.02 

 

Balance of all Funds as at 31st March 2019           $148,155.74 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $70,086.49 

(b) Other Cash  $2,906,390.58 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $2,268,997.94 

(b) New Investment  $148,157.85 

Balance as 30th April 2019 $707,477.02 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th April 2019 be noted. 

 

Leonie Brown 

Manager of Corporate Services 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 114/2019 Investment Report as at 30th April 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Introduction 

Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 

Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 

monthly basis. 

 

Background 

The report is submitted monthly to Council. 

 

Issues 

¶ Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 

Council’s Investment Policy 

¶ Statutory obligations are being met 

¶ Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 

Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 

The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the 

Manager Corporate Services. 

 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 

The 2018/19 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 

estimated return of 2.3%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 

Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  

 

The market value of Council’s investments held as at 30th April 2019 is $19,417,699.49. 

 

Investment income earned as at 30th April 2019 is $406,739.76. 

 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 

Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 

Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 

 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 

Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investment Portfolio 

National Australia Bank $1,663,165.15 2.68 % 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60 % 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47 % 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.71 % 272 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,100,595.74 2.67 % 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.65 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.72 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.72 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,037,917.81 2.71 % 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,162,609.63 2.71 % 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75 % 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $437,195.09 2.75 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73 % 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,934,756.80 Flex   

Total Investments $19,417,699.49    

 

Term Deposits 

Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 

Average Investment Yield   2.61% 

 

Discussions/Comments 

The Investment portfolio increased by $148,157.85 during the period. 

 

The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 

investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 

minimise risk. 

 

The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 

new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 

with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government 

(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30th April 2019 be received and 

noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
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File No: P4.2.1 

Report: 115/2019 Delivery Program 2017-2021 and Operation Plan 2019/2020 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Background: 

Section 404 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides as follows:- 

(1) A Council must have a program (its "Delivery Program") detailing the principal activities to be 

undertaken by the Council to implement the strategies established by the community strategic 

plan within the resources available under the resourcing strategy.  

 

(2) The Delivery Program must include a method of assessment to determine the effectiveness 

of each principal activity detailed in the Delivery Program in implementing the strategies and 

achieving the strategic objectives at which the principal activity is directed.  

 

(3) The Council must establish a new Delivery Program after each ordinary election of 

Councillors to cover the principal activities of the Council for the four (4) year period 

commencing on 1 July following the election.  

 

(4) A draft Delivery Program must be placed on public exhibition for a period of at least 28 days 

and submissions received by the Council must be considered by the Council before the Delivery 

Program is adopted by the Council.  

 

(5) The General Manager must ensure that regular progress reports are provided to the Council 

reporting as to its progress with respect to the principal activities detailed in its Delivery 

Program. Progress reports must be provided at least every six (6) months.  

 

Section 405 of the Local Government Act 1993 provides as follows:- 

(1) A Council must have a plan (its "Operational Plan") that is adopted before the beginning of 

each year and details the activities to be engaged in by the Council during the year as part of 

the Delivery Program covering that year.  

 

(2) An Operational Plan must include a statement of the Council's Revenue Policy for the year 

covered by the Operational Plan. The statement of Revenue Policy must include the statements 

and particulars required by the regulations.  

 

(3) A Council must prepare a draft Operational Plan and give public notice of the draft 

indicating that submissions may be made to the Council at any time during the period (not less 

than 28 days) that the draft is to be on public exhibition. The Council must publicly exhibit the 

draft Operational Plan in accordance with the notice.  

 

(4) During the period of public exhibition, the Council must have for inspection at its office (and 

at such other places as it may determine) a map that shows those parts of its area to which each 

category and sub-category of the ordinary rate and each special rate included in the draft 

Operational Plan applies.  

 

(5) In deciding on the final Operational Plan to be adopted, a Council must consider any 

submissions that have been made concerning the Draft Plan.  
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(6) The Council must post a copy of its Operational Plan on the Council's website within 28 days 

after the plan is adopted.  

 

Please Note: The Draft Delivery Programme 2017-2021 and the Draft Operational Plan 2019/2020 

are presented as a single document 

 

Current Situation: 

As required the  Delivery Program for 2017-2021 and the Operational Plan for 2019-2020 were 

prepared and presented to Council on the 25th March 2019 where it was resolved to place the 

documents on public exhibition in accordance with 404 (4) and 405 (3) as detailed above.  

 

The availability of the documents was advertised in the Western Herald with the documents 

placed on Council’s website with hard copies available from the Council Chambers and Bourke 

Public Library. Copies of the documents were also provided on request.  

 

As resolved the exhibition period went until Friday, 10th May 2019. No correspondence from the 

public was received, staff have identified the changes detailed below that are presented for 

Councillors consideration. 

 

Delivery Program 

Nil changes were identified in the Delivery Program 

 

Amendments to Operational Plan 2019/2020 are detailed below 

 

1. Emergency Services Contributions 

Council has received correspondence from the Office of Local Government that the NSW 

Government has made changes to workers compensation to provide better protection to 

volunteer and career fire fighters affected by work-related cancers. This will result in an increase 

in the cost of providing emergency services across the State, which will be shared as per the 

usual funding arrangements between insurance providers, the State Government and local 

Councils. The Local Government share will be 11.7% of the cost of the Emergency Services Levy.  

 

The cost to Bourke Council is estimated to be $31,500 in addition to the 2018/2019 costs 

representing a 22% increase. Council has provided for a 5% increase in the draft advertised 

operation plan the additional 16% totalling $24,000 has not been off-set in the estimates, this 

may mean that Council’s general fund budget will have a $24,000 deficit after the adding back 

of depreciation.  

 

Local Government NSW (LGNSW) are making representation on behalf of Council’s to the State 

Government to absorb the increase for the 2019/2020 financial year, if this is successful there will 

be no significant change to Councils estimates. It is proposed to wait and see the outcome from 

the representation from LGNSW and if additional costs are incurred this can be picked up in the 

first quarterly budget review process at the 30th September 2019. 

 

2. Fees and Charges 

The follow fee and charge was not included in the draft report.  

¶ Rural addressing identification name plates and posts $75.00 
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It is not anticipated to have a significant impact on the current estimates. 

 

3. Rates and Charges 

The schedule of Rates and Charges advertised for – Filtered and Raw water access charges for 

150mm pipe were not included in the draft report. 

¶ Filtered Water Access Charges for 150mm pipe   $3,680.00 

¶ Raw Water Access Charges for 150mm pipe  $10,272.00 

 

There is only one 150mm filtered water access, this will have minimal impact on the final 

estimates. 

  

Financial Implications 

There are no significant financial implications involved in the preparation of the Delivery 

Program 2017-2021, however; the contents of the plan will have a significant impact and benefit 

on Council in planning for the future. Identified expenditure will be incorporated in future 

Operational Plans or when funding from other sources becomes available. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council adopt the Delivery Programme 2017-2021 as exhibited 

2. That Council adopt the Operational Plan 2019-2020 as exhibited, subject to the inclusion of 

the contributions payable to the Emergency Services contributions.  

 

Recommendation: 

That Council adopts the Plant Replacement Schedule as presented in the Delivery Programme 

2017/2021 and Operational Plan 2019/2020. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adopts the Fees and Charges as presented in the Delivery Program 2017/2021 and 

Operational Plan 2019/2020 with the inclusion of the 150mm filtered water charge of $3,680.00 

and the raw water access charge of $10,272.00. 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council adopt the Loan Schedule as presented in the Delivery Program 2017/2021 and 

Operational Plan 2019/2020 including the total proposed borrowings of $1,200,000. The funds 

represent $350,000 for additional housing and $850,000 for the plant replacement programme.  

 

Recommendation: 

That Authority be given to affix the Common Seal of Council to all relevant documents in 

relation to the 2019/2020 Loan Schedule. 

 

Borrowing Statement:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engineering Plant   $850,000 

Housing   $350,000 

Total $1,200,000 
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Recommendation: 

That Council adopt the levy of rates and charges as advertised with addition of the 150mm 

filtered water access charge of $3,680.00 and the raw water access charge of $10,272.00  

(a) Ordinary Rates 2019/2020 

WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2019 to 30/6/2020 

were prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and 

S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 

publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections have been received.  

 

In making the Ordinary Rates and that in accordance with S492, S493 and S529 of the Local 

Government Act 1993 the following ordinary rates be levied on all rateable land within the Shire 

for the period 1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020:- 
 

Type of Rate Cents in $  

Ad Valorem 

Base 

amount 

Ordinary Rate –Residential - Bourke 1.624 130.00 

Ordinary Rates – Residential – North Bourke and High Street 1.350 106.00 

Ordinary Rates – Residential – Village 3.169 37.00 

Mines Ordinary Rate  1.649 522.00 

Business Ordinary Rate 1.649 179.00 

Ordinary Rates – Farmland – General 0.533 523.00 
 

(b) User Charges/Annual Charges – Water, Sewerage and Urban Drainage 2019/2020 

WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2019 to 30/6/2020 

weres prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 

and S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 

publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections have been received. 

With the inclusion of the 150mm filtered water charge of $3,680.00 and the raw water access 

charge of $10,272.00. 

 

In making the User Charges in accordance with S501 and S502 of the Local Government Act 

1993 Council levy on such land on which water and sewerage is connected or able to be 

connected or serviced in accordance with S552 as follows:- 
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Water: 

Town/Village Annual Access 

Charge 

Usage Charge (c/kl) 

(tariff) 

User Charge   

Bourke and North Bourke $0.00 $2.22 

   

Water Access Charges   

Filtered Water Access 20mm $201.00  

Filtered Water Access 25mm $246.00  

Filtered Water Access 32mm $503.00  

Filtered Water Access 40mm $688.00  

Filtered Water Access 50mm $943.00  

Filtered Water Access 100mm $1,889.00  

Filtered Water Access 150mm $3,680.00  

Raw Water Access 20mm $504.00  

Raw Water Access 25mm $518.00  

Raw Water Access 32mm $1058.00  

Raw Water Access 40mm $1,638.00  

Raw Water Access 50mm $3,084.00  

Raw Water Access 100mm $5,136.00  

Raw Water Access 150mm $10,272.00  

   

Village – Occupied $747.00  

Village – Unoccupied $86.00  

 

Sewer: 

Council has adopted a user charge applicable to residential and commercial use. 

Sewerage Charges Charge 

Sewage Access Single $733.00 

Sewerage Access Multi $733.00 
 

Urban Drainage: 

Council has adopted a user charge for urban drainage to carry out maintenance. 

Urban Drainage Charge Charge 

Drainage Charge $164.00 
 

(c) Domestic Waste Management Service (Garbage) 2019/2020 

WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2019 to 30/6/2020 

were prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and 

S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 

publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions have 

been received in making the Domestic Waste Management (Garbage) Rates and that in 

accordance with s496 and s501 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council levy a charge for the 

year 1/07/19 to 30/06/20 as follows:- 
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Garbage Charges Charge 

Domestic Waste Charges $285.00 

Trade Waste Charges $285.00 

Village Tip Maintenance $99.00 

 

(d) Fees and Charges 2019/2020:- 

WHEREAS the draft Operational Plan and Revenue Policy for the year 1/7/2019 to 30/6/2020 

were prepared by Council in accordance with Local Government Act 1993 S402, S403, S404 and 

S405 and advertised in the Western Herald AND WHEREAS a period of 28 days since the 

publication of that notice was given and during the period no objections or submissions have 

been received in making the fees and charges and in accordance with S501 of the Local 

Government Act 1993. With the inclusion of rural addressing identification name plates and 

posts $75.00 charge that was not included in the draft report. 

 

Council adopt the fees and charges for period 1/07/19 to 30/06/20 AND FURTHER that Council, 

in setting these charges, examined the criteria detailed in S539 (What criteria are relevant to 

determining the amount charged). 

 

 

File No: C11.2 

Report: 115A/2019 Councillors Remuneration 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Introduction: 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has handed down its determination for 2019/20 

and has determined that fees for Councillors and Mayors should be increased by 2.54% with 

this increase effective from 1st July 2019.  

 

Bourke is a Rural Council in the scale of fees and the revised fees for a Rural Council are:- 

 Min Max 

Councillor $9,190 pa (*$8,970)  $12,160 pa (*$11,860)  

Mayor (additional to above) $9,780 pa (*$9,540)  $26,530 pa (*$25,880) 

(* Previous fees applicable to Rural Councils are the bracketed figures) 

 

Background 

Council has previously adopted a policy of paying the maximum fees for Councillors and the 

Mayor. This recognises the heavy workload placed on the Mayor and Councillors of the Bourke 

Shire in undertaking their duties. 

 

The Local Government Act 1993 states that:- 

248 Fixing and payment of annual fees for Councillors  

(1) A Council must pay each Councillor an annual fee.  

(2) A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance 

with the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal.  

(3) The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each Councillor.  
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(4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee 

determined by the Remuneration Tribunal.  

 

248A Annual fees or other remuneration not to be paid during period of suspension  

A Council must not at any time pay any fee or other remuneration, or any expenses, to which a 

Councillor would otherwise be entitled as the holder of a civic office, in respect of any period 

during which:- 

(a)  the Councillor is suspended from civic office under this Act, or  

(b) the Councillor's right to be paid any such fee or other remuneration, or expense, is 

suspended under this Act, unless another provision of this Act specifically authorises 

payment to be made, or specifically permits a person to authorise payment to be made, 

when the suspension is terminated. 

 

249 Fixing and payment of annual fees for the Mayor  

(1) A Council must pay the Mayor an annual fee.  

(2) The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor.  

(3) A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance 

with the appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal.  

(4) A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee 

determined by the Remuneration Tribunal.  

(5) A Council may pay the deputy Mayor (if there is one) a fee determined by the Council for 

such time as the deputy Mayor acts in the office of the Mayor. The amount of the fee so paid 

must be deducted from the Mayor's annual fee.  

 

Determination No. 2- Determination Pursuant to Section 241 of Fees for Councillors and Mayors 

Pursuant to s.241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the annual fees to be paid in each of the 

categories to Councillors, Mayors, Members and Chairpersons of County Councils effective on 

and from 1 July 2019 are determined as follows:- 

Table 4: Fees for General Purpose and County Councils 

 

Category 

Councillor/Member 

Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 

Additional Fee* 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

 

 

General Purpose 

Councils - 

Metropolitan 

Principal CBD 27,640 40,530 169,100 222,510 

Major CBD 18,430 34,140 39,160 110,310 

Metropolitan Large 18,430 30,410 39,160 88,600 

Metropolitan Medium 13,820 25,790 29,360 68,530 

Metropolitan Small 9,190 20,280 19,580 44,230 

 

General Purpose 

Councils - 

Non-metropolitan 

Regional City 18,430 32,040 39,160 99,800 

Regional Strategic 

Area 

18,430 30,410 39,160 88,600 

Regional Rural 9,190 20,280 19,580 44,250 

Rural 9,190 12,160 9,780 26,530 

 

County Councils 

Water 1,820 10,140 3,920 16,660 

Other 1,820 6,060 3,920 11,060 
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*This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor/Chairperson as a 

Councillor/Member (s.249(2)). 

 

Financial Implication 

At the March Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council resolved that in the compilation of the 

2019/2020 Operational Plan that the fee paid to Councillor be the maximum amount. The 

maximum fee for both the Mayor and Councillors is included in the draft Operational Plan. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council pay the maximum fee prescribed for a Rural Councillor and the maximum fee 

applicable to the Mayor, within the Rural Group as specified by the Local Government Act, with 

those fees being $12,160 and $26,530 respectively to the Councillors and Mayor. 

 

 

File No: D4.11 

Report: 116/2019 Bourke Aboriginal Cultural Centre Funding Agreement – Under Seal 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Background: 

Muda Aboriginal Corporation applied for $665,019 excluding GST of funding through the 

Regional Cultural Fund to purchase and fit out a building for the Bourke Aboriginal Artists 

workshop and sales outlet.  

 

As a result of the successful application, Bourke Shire Council will auspice the funds and work 

with Muda Aboriginal Corporation to carry out the works as required in the Deed. Council and 

Muda Aboriginal Corporation are now required to enter into a funding agreement with The 

Crown in right of the State of New South Wales acting through the Department of Planning.  

 

As part of the Deed of Agreement Council will become the owner of the building once 

purchased. After the renovations are completed Council will lease the building to Muda 

Aboriginal Corporation.  

 

Current Situation: 

To be able to accept the funding, Council is required to sign the funding agreement under seal. 

 

Financial Implications 

Council is required to manage and acquit $665,019 to purchase and fit out the building for the 

Bourke Aboriginal Artist Workshop and sales outlet.  Council’s contribution to this project is in 

kind work to auspice the funds. 

 

Recommendation: 

1. That Council note the report in relation to the Bourke Aboriginal Cultural Centre Funding 

2. That Council accept the offer of $665,019 through the Regional Cultural Fund 

3. That Council affix the Seal of Council to all relevant documentation of the funding agreement 

with The Crown in right of the State of New South Wales acting through the Department of 

Planning to purchase and fit out the building for the Bourke Aboriginal Artist workshop and 

sales outlet. 
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Précis of Correspondence 

 

File No: D4.7-L8.4 

Report: 117/2019 Regional Cooperation & Coordination 

Author: Jeff Sowiak, General Manager – Brewarrina Shire Council 

 

Brewarrina Shire Council are seeking the views of the former members of Orana Regional 

Organisation of Councils (OROC) concerning the possibility of re-establishing the OROC 

group to promote voluntary cooperation across the region. 

 

Recommendation: 

For Council’s consideration 
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File No: D5.1-D5.2-R2.1 

Report: 118/2019 Waiving of Rates  

Author: Paula Bartlett, Treasurer 

Wanaaring Rodeo & Gymkhana Club Inc 

 

Requesting Council waive the rates and any interest owing in the amount of $241.05 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council donate the amount equal to $241.05 and interest owing for the rates for the 

Wanaaring Rodeo and Gymkhana Club Inc. 
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File No: D5.1-D5.2 

Report: 118/2019 Community Contribution “A” Day Bowls Tournament 

Author: Victor Bartley, Secretary 

“A” Day Bowls Tournament 

 

Requesting a community contribution of up to $200.00 to go towards prizes and catering for 

the “A” Day Bowls to be held in memory of Mr Keith Martin and Mr Francis (Slapper) Bye. 

 

Recommendation: 

For Council’s consideration 
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Bourke Shire Council 

 

Activity Reports 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Monday, 27TH MAY 2019 
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Engineering Services Activity Report 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report:  120/2019 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Christopher Morrall - Roads Supervisor 

 

The following information outlines works completed from the 18th April to 14th May 2019 

inclusive. 

 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing works completed 

MR 404 Hungerford Road Top grade completed 

MR 405 Wanaaring Road Top grade completed 

MR 404 Kiaora S Bends Formation works completed 

  

2. SOUTHWEST SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 68 Louth Road Top grade completed 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing works completed 

 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 405 Poison Point Section Sealing works completed 

 

4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

Regional Roads Patching undertaken 

State Highways Patching undertaken 

 

Staff Training Nil 
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5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried 

out 

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 

Public toilets cleaned & maintained 

Clean facilities 

General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Bourke Public School 

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Prepare grounds for park run 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Junior Joeys Soccer 

Prepare grounds for junior rugby union training 

Davidson Oval General maintenance 

Prepare grounds for senior rugby union training 

Prepare grounds for the commencement of Barwon Darling Rugby League 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 

Prepare ground for Mobile Playgroup 

BAHS Mums and Bubs Program 

Community Fun Day 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Staff Training Nil 
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6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 

Daily airport Inspections, Put new wind sock up at airport 

Weekly Town mowing 

Cemetery Prepared graves:  3/4/2019 & 2x 8/4/2019 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

Sundry Debtors Crane 

General Pick up generator, Hungerford Rd, bore and take to DJB Fabrications to make trailer 

Set up  Move rocks/sandstone 

Unload truck with sandstone blocks 

Pick up rubbish 

Unload frames for Main Street, Court house and Police sides 

Erect goals at Davidson Oval 

Repairs at Wharf ongoing 

Erect bus shelter for Alice Edwards Village 

Clean Airport hut 

Set up for seniors week 

Sand Davidson Oval 

Wharf clean up 

Erect Anzac flags 

Erect barrier boards for Anzac Day 

Set up park for Anzac Day 

Relieve garbage truck 

Complete jobs for around Renshaw Complex 

Pick up pump from boat ramp 

Pull out Davidson Oval cricket pitch and cover 

Return tables from Renshaw after seniors week 

Erect Back o Bourke Exhibition Centre flags 

Remove seating from  Exhibition Centre and return to Depot 

Crane Exhibition Centre to move rocks 

Fix sign on bill board at Percy Hobson park 

Pick up trees from footpath 

Spread sand after repairs at wharf 

Remove bridge timber from wharf 

Fix two trip hazards Footpath in Mitchell Street, Wharf Area 

Clean spare blocks in Mitchell and Tarcoon Streets 

Reliving garbage truck 

Clean out gutters 

Cherry Picker Main Street, Easter flags 
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Fix bent signs in Mitchell Street 

Replace broken disable sign in Richard Street 

Start poisoning street corners 

Pick up decease animals 

Barrier off skate park for new shade structure 

Prune Trees at Louth Park for new shade structure 

Backhoe and truck for new  underground drain for library  

Remove rubbish from back lanes 

Start to replace faded signs throughout the Town 

Pull car out of bog Weir Rd 

Empty bin at Weir 

Take bollards down Main Street for Main Street work 

Put gravel in Sydney Rd pump Stations 

Erect new chevrons Warraweena and Anson Streets 

Erect new Jandra flags in Main Street and pull down party flags from Easter weekend 

Gravel wash out on Louth Rd 

Cherry Picker tree at Davidson Oval 

Prune tree at Davidson Oval 

Pick up trees from Central Park 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant 

no 
Rego Description Work Carried Out 

100 CM10EW 
2017 Holden 

Colorado 
New air box fitted  

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo  completed service, Fit new ball joint on artic cable 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo Service completed 

140 AK24LO Caterpillar Service completed 

150 BV55RE Caterpillar Replace oil temp sensor unit 

204  Hyster Repair and bolt control panel back on in new location on pump 

21 CQ29KZ Mazda CX-5 Service completed 

231 X22672 Kohler Service completed 

238 TB84BR 
2016 Moore Tri 

Axle Tanker 

New rear tyres, replaced rocker box bushes, replaced track rod 

bushes 

239 TB85BR 
2016 Moore Tri 

Axle Tanker 

Replaced springs, tyres, replaced rocker box bushes, replace 

track rod bushes 

69 X50803 2011 Moore 

Door side of tipper has been welded, cross beams need to go 

to Hatch Engineering, broken rail at top of tipper, welded and 

strengthened 

173 YGU33N Mazda BT 50 Service completed 

235  
Cummins 

Generator 
Service completed 

66 CI37TV 
Caterpillar 

Backhoe 
Service completed 

172 CL38AZ Isuzu 
Running gear and under carriage grease oil levels checked, air 

filters serviced 

506  Kenworth 
Service completed, couldn’t get radio static, replaced screws 

tightened driving lights 

105 BM9560 Box trailer Replaced burnt wire, replace fuse holder 

404 CI35TV Isuzu Ordered parts for repairs, fit A/C cleaners, clear codes 

Staff Training  
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8. Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance- March 

77 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

22 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

98 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

117 Oxley Street Sewer Choke 

46 Wortumertie Street Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

Louth Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

Renshaw Sporting Complex Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

44 Wortumertie Street Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

65 Oxley Street Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

Renshaw Sporting Complex Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

Davidson Oval Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

Alice Edwards Village Dug 100 raw water main and repair main 

North Bourke Power outage set up generator for water supply 

Bourke Read water meters 

47 Anson Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

17 Short Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

New Bore Install pump connect pipe to Walkden’s Bore 

Airport Repair leaking toilets 

15 Wilson Street Dug 150mm filtered water main and repair 

76 Tudor Street Repair leaking filtered water service 

Main Street Upgrades Fix taps connect storm water pits 

1 Darling Street Dug and repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

75 Mitchell Street Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

Gorrell Ave Repair leaking 50mm raw water service 

Yantabulla Road  Repair 40mm poly line set up toilet at camp 

18 Culgoa Street Dug 50mm filtered water main repair 20mm service 

65 Mitchell Street Dug 150mm raw water main and repair main 

Renshaw Cottage Replace kitchen taps 

Boat Ramp Install transfer pump at boat ramp start pumping over sand bar 

BOB Exhibition Centre Replace pump on sprinklers system and function centre 

North Bourke Pump Site Extend pump into river 

Byrock Carting water 

North Bourke Park Connect raw and filtered services 

Clara Hart Village Routine Maintenance and Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance and Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis  

 

Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 

Percentile 

Concentration 

Limit 

Aug 

2018T

est 

Sept 

2018 

Test 

Oct 

2018 

Test 

Nov 

2018 

Test 

Dec 

2018 

Test 

Jan 

2019 

Test 

Feb 

2019 

Test  

Mar 

2019 

Test 

Apr 

2019 

Test 

May 

2019 

Test 

Jun 

2019 

Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 <2 3 3 3 5 <2 <2 <2   

pH  6.5-8.5 7.77 8.21 8.28 8.29 8.72 8.46 9.44 8.77 9.22   

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 9.7 6.9 4.7 5 3.5 8.9 10.5 14.3 9.3   

Phosphorus 

(total) 
mg/L 10 3.7 3.9 3.6 2.4 1.3 1.7 1.10 2.38 1.6   

Total suspended 

solids 
mg/L 20 41 17 16 16 21 62 150 114 101   

Biochemical 

oxygen demand 
mg/L 15 29 5 12 11 9 22 18 36 24   

 

Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the 

above exceedances.   

¶ Rainfall in Bourke for April 2019 was 24.4 mm 

¶ Hottest day for April 2019 was 36.1 degrees 

¶ Coldest day for April 2019 was 8.1  degrees 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 27th May 2019. 

  

  



ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 121/2019 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Development Assessment Officer 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Delegated 

Authority or 

Council 

Consent 

Type & 

Consent 

No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 

2019/0012 

Lot 34, DP 751867 

26 Tarcoon Street 

Bourke 

Installation of 4 bedroom manufactured 

dwelling to be used as short term student 

accommodation 

 

Total value of Approved works for April 2019 = $360,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for April 2019 = 1 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for April  2019 = 0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: /2019 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Co-ordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes 

trim and remove trees and poisoning 

Contractors Electrical works to buildings and W&WW 

Buildings Install two toilets and showers – Renshaw 

Grants Organise quotes 

Complete repairs to Wharf 

Complete tennis court fence 

Commence shade sails – Louth, Enngonia & Skate Park 

Plant Install range hoods to Yandaroo camp kitchen 
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File No: A8.1 

Report:  Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 20 0 

Seized 7 5 

Surrendered 3 1 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 30 6 

Euthanased 0 5 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 1 0 

Re-housed 22 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 7 1 

Total 30 6 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

 

¶ Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

¶ Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

¶ Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

¶ Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  

 

Recommendation: 

That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 27th May 2019 be received and noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 122/2019 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

25th April 2019 

 

Whilst disappointing to hear that the Environmental Flow that was being coordinated by the 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, The New South Wales Office of Environment and 

Heritage and The Office of Water will most likely not reach Bourke, the fact that the flow has 

been made available was a positive for those in the upper sections of the Barwon. We can only 

hope that the estimated length of the river flow will increase to make its way downstream. 

 

The water will come from both Copeton and Glen Lyon Dams and will involve 36 gigalitres 

which is a lot of water, however, the extremely dry river beds will see much of the water 

absorbed as it makes its way along the river. 

 

Council staff will be watching with interest the progress of the flow which will of course assist in 

making the conditions much more favourable should we get any significant rain within the 

catchment.  

 

 

As of Tuesday, 23rd April 2019, the Darling River at Bourke will have stopped flowing over the 

weir at Bourke for 250 days, further extending the previous record created in 2006 of 200 days. 

 

Whilst there was a lot of water in sections of the various rivers in the Far West and Southern 

Queensland at this stage it is unlikely that any significant inflows to the Darling will be obtained 

despite an initial level of optimism. 

 

 

Well done to everyone who once again assisted in making the Annual Bourke Easter Weekend a 

great success. 

 

 There was a real buzz around town and good crowds attended the various activities. 

 

The Blues and Blue Grass Concert was a new addition to the program, this year and those who 

attended had the opportunity to hear some excellent music in a very relaxed setting. 

 

The Back of Bourke Exhibition Centre provided an ideal venue and no doubt consideration will 

be given to staging something similar next year. 

 

The Easter egg hunt, also a new addition to the program was hugely popular with the children 

with around 200 children registering to find the “golden egg” and the $300 dollars prize that 

accompanied that egg. 
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Once again the Parade, Colour Run and Rugby Union Old Boys Match also attracted good 

participation and attendance. 

 

The Wool Bale Rolling seems to gain increased popularity each year, with participation in the 

team’s event growing in particular 

 

The Back O’ Bourke Picnic Race Club’s Annual Meeting although down a little with horse 

numbers was again a great day out and enjoyed by all in attendance.  

 

It is a credit to all involved that the weekend went smoothly. 

 

 

Annette and I had daughter Jaimie visit over Easter and she has been a regular visitor for the 

Easter Activities over the past few years. 

 

 

There were a number of visitors in town for the weekend and there were a number of positive 

comments on the appearance of the town despite the drought conditions currently being 

experienced.  

 

 

ANZAC Day Commemoration Services scheduled to be held across the Shire, are expected to 

attract large attendances.  

 

The landing at ANZAC Cove despite being very much an ill-fated campaign, will never be 

forgotten nor will heroics and bravery shown in the face of adversity. 

 

Today marks the 104th Anniversary of ANZAC DAY. 

 

The spirit of ANZAC, with its qualities of courage and mateship, continues to have meaning and 

relevance for our sense of national identity and it is important that these qualities continue to be 

recognised. 

 

  

Residents at Wanaaring are reminded that on the 30th April 2019 there is a scheduled power 

outage between the hours of 8.45pm and 2.45pm to allow Essential Energy crews and 

Contractors to safely undertake improvements to the electricity network in the area. 

 

Residents of Wanaaring are also reminded that they should restrict water usage during this 

period with the Wanaaring water supply reliant of electricity and only having relatively small 

water storage. 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council’s Draft Operational Plan (Budget) for 2018/2019 is currently on display with 

submissions in relation to the Operational Plan able to be lodged any time during the display 

period which concludes on the 10th May 2019.  
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Council will consider the Draft Operational Plan for 2019/2020 and any submissions received in 

respect of the Plan at its Ordinary meeting of Council to be held on the 27th May 2019 prior to 

its adoption at that meeting. 

 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held this Monday, 29th April 2019 commencing at 

9.00am. The scheduled meeting date of the 22nd April was of course Easter Monday. 

 

A Public Forum is scheduled for 10.00 am and any residents wishing to raise an issue with 

Council are invited to attend. 

 

 

The Federal Election is a little under a month away and the media has been awash with the 

coverage of the election and in particular the policy announcements being made by each of the 

major parties. 

 

 

When the Prime Minister, the Hon. Scott Morrison, MP announced that a federal election would 

occur on Saturday, 18th May 2019, it resulted in the Federal Government assuming a ‘caretaker 

role’ from 8.29am, Thursday, 11th April 2019. 

 

This means that the House of Representatives has been dissolved until such time as the election 

result is clear or, if there is a change of government, until the new government is appointed., 

during this time the government is expected to avoid:- 

•         Making major policy decisions that are likely to commit an incoming government 

•         Making significant appointments 

•         Entering major contracts or undertakings. 

 

The caretaker mode is similar to that adopted by Councils and the State Government prior to 

elections although whilst having to adhere to the three principals as outlined earlier Councillors 

continue to hold Office until the midnight before the date of any election. 

 

 

Council has secured information pamphlets relating to water saving initiatives that can be 

introduced to help households reduce water consumption and eliminate waste. Whilst the 

publications are of particular of benefit in these drought conditions, they are also a useful 

reference and source of information at any time. 

 

Examples of waste of water include:- 

¶ Fix dripping taps  - at a rate of 1 drip per second it wastes over 12,000 litres per year 

¶ Fix leaking toilets - a slow barely visible leak can waste over 4,000 litres per year while a 

visible constant leak can waste over 96,000 litres per year. 

¶ Uncovered pools can lose up to 55,000 litres of water annually, through evaporation, 

which is a big deal. Using a solar pool cover can help you to stop 97%  of evaporation 
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¶ Look at the water rating of washing machines when you are next looking to buy another  

washing machine, look for a machine that have a four or more WELS star rating (The 

Water Efficiency Labelling and Standards Scheme). 

¶ Ensure that dishwashers are full prior to starting the cycle. 

¶ A 10 minute shower can use up to 90 litres of water! Try cutting a minute off your 

shower. Saving hot water not only saves water but energy and money too. 

 

 

Plans are on the way for the bi-annual Toyota Tour de OROC to be held in 2019 with the 

tentative dates for the ride being Monday 7 October through to Saturday 12 October.  

 

The Rotary Club of Dubbo South will once again be running the event this year with the 

assistance of Councils, Rotary Clubs and individual across the OROC footprint.  

 

Tour De OROC was initiated back in 2013 to raise money for the Macquarie Homestay which 

aims to provide cheaper accommodation for residents and their family members from the 

OROC area who are required to stay in Dubbo to seek medical treatment    to date almost 

$400,000 of fundraising has been contributed to Macquarie Homestay. 

 

With all of the hard work put in by so many people since the first event in 2013, the naming of 

the first guesthouse at Macquarie Homestay after Tour de OROC was acknowledgement of the 

significant contribution the event has made to the facility. 

 

I have agreed to go on the organising Committee for this year’s ride representing the Bourke 

Community and already Bourke Rotary Club have agreed to assist and Bourke Shire Council will 

consider a similar request at its meeting on Monday. 

 

Bourke Shire Council has been a strong supporter of the event in previous years with former 

Mayors Andrew Lewis and current Mayor Barry Hollman participating in sections of the ride. 

Manager of Roads, Mark Gordon and John Bartley have both ridden in the event within the 

shire in previous years 

Organiser Mathew Dickerson points out the following:- 

 

In its short existence, the Toyota Tour de OROC has hit some significant milestones:- 

¶ Almost $400,000 of fundraising has been contributed to Macquarie Homestay; 

¶ Two (2) Guinness World Records have been set; 

¶ Riders have individually pedalled over 3,200km across 18 days of riding; 

¶ Internationally renowned riders have ridden alongside committed amateurs, including:- 

× Commonwealth Games dual gold medallist, Megan Dunn in 2013; 

× Three (3) time Tour de France Green Jersey winner, Robbie McEwen in 2015; 

× Australia’s international Voice of Cycling, Matt Keenan in 2017 

 

For those who don’t know about the Tour de OROC it is a fund raising initiative involving cyclists 

riding across the OROC region having a fee to participate and hoping to attract sponsorship 

and support along the way. Around 20-25 riders participated and they are accompanied by 

support crews.  The ride travels around 1200 kilometres depending on the route taken. 
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Given the size of the OROC area and the distance between towns the distance will vary as the 

organisers try and include as many towns as possible. The Bourke community have been 

amongst the highest, if not the highest, fund raisers over the past few years which is indicative 

of the generosity of the community. 

 

There have been a number of local residents who have utilised the facilities of Macquarie 

Homestay and from all reports all have been impressed by the facility. Whilst located in Dubbo 

it is very much a facility for the region. 

 

 

With the river continuing to drop and the bore supply ready to be commissioned Council will be 

reviewing the current water restrictions over the next few days with the likelihood that the 

restrictions will be increased. 

 

The rain on Monday was much needed and very welcome and it will green up the gardens and 

sporting fields which have suffered due to the lack of water.  It will also provide a much more 

positive outlook for those on farms desperately looking for both feed and water. 

 

The rain had a very slight impact on the height of the river but it needs a substantial inflow into 

the catchment to make a real difference with localised rain over a very flat area not providing 

that inflow 

 

Once a decision has been made in relation to a variance of restrictions the information will be 

relayed to the community via a press release and advertisements on the radio and notification 

via Facebook. 

 

Any changes to restrictions will only relate to garden use with Council confident that the 

commissioning of bores will be able to meet the demand for internal filtered water use. 

 

The ongoing cooperation of all residents is sought in complying with any restrictions imposed. 

The restrictions are applied to ensure that there is equity across the community recognising that 

we “are all in this together”. 

 

 

The filtered water supply in Bourke, has over the past few weeks been a combination of both 

bore and river water, however, as the river continues to fall there is a strong possibility that 

Bourke will shortly be reliant on bore water for its filtered water supply for domestic and 

commercial purposes.  

 

The mixing of the two (2) sources of water has made it much easier to process through the 

water treatment plant. 

 

Bourke Shire Council acknowledges that the sodium (salt) level that is in the bore water is higher 

than desired. Recent testing of the bores shows that the sodium concentrations range from 289 

mg/L to 353 mg/L. The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines gives a value of 180 mg/L as the 

concentration at which people are likely to taste sodium in their drinking water.  
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NSW Health confirms that the water is safe to drink, but Council appreciates that people may be 

concerned about the taste of the water. 

 

Chilling your drinking water can help reduce the salty taste.  

 

Anyone who may be concerned about sodium in the water and their diet should talk to their 

doctor for specific advice. NSW Health has given information to doctors about patients who 

may need special attention because of the extra sodium in the drinking water. These include 

pregnant women, people with advanced kidney disease, poorly controlled high blood pressure, 

diagnosed heart failure and others who are on a low salt diet. 

 

 

A gentle reminder to all sporting clubs to book their game days in accordance with their 

competition draws. Any training time requirements should also be booked with Council’s 

Engineering Support Officer, Lynette Gooch.  This will assist in reducing the possibility of clashes 

and also allow Council to ensure that the grounds are prepared in accordance with 

requirements and also allow maintenance to take place. 

 

All users/residents are asked to respect the bookings of others and if you don’t have a booking 

please don’t utilise the ovals when those who have a booking are doing so. 

 

The new lighting facilities at both Coolican and Davidson Ovals will assist in scheduling training 

and will also ensure that the usage is spread a little more evenly. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

To all those unselfish heroes who have given everything for us ð you will never be forgotten.õ  

ð Unknown 

 

 

9th May 2019 

 

As of Tuesday, 7th May 2019, the Darling River at Bourke will have stopped flowing over the weir 

at Bourke for 264 days, far exceeding the previous record created in 2006 of 200 days. 

 

The period of no flow across the weir will reach 273 days or 39 weeks on the 16th May 2019.  

 

The town of Bourke has been on water restrictions for this period and without the introductions 

of restrictions and the compliance with these restrictions by the majority of residents the 

situation we have faced could have been much worse. 

 

The recent rain resulted in Council being able to reinstate the raw water supply to North Bourke 

which had been suspended due to the perilously low water level in the weir pool that services 

the North Bourke area. 
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While the recent rain has been welcomed and certainly had an impact, it is not yet drought 

breaking.  

 

Water down the Warrego has been welcomed by those in Louth and downstream and will 

hopefully find its way much further down the Darling to the benefit of those communities and 

farmers along the river. 

 

The flow in the Culgoa River is promising and will hopefully find its way into the Darling and 

then into the Bourke Weir Pool. The dry river beds had been seen as an impediment to the flow 

but the recent rain will improve the chances of the flow reaching Bourke. 

 

The same situation applies to the recently announced Environmental Flow with the initial 

estimates on how far the flow would reach being based on an extremely dry river bed in much 

of the river. However, a combination of rain and inflows in the upper reaches of the river have 

provided much better conditions in the river and again the flow may travel much further than 

originally anticipated.  

 

The initial predictions had been for the flow to possibly reach Brewarrina but with the Brewarrina 

Weir Pool now full I think we can have a degree of optimism that it will make it much further, 

however, this optimism will need to be tempered with a little caution. 

 

 

A reminder that Level Five (5) Water Restrictions are in place in Bourke and North Bourke and 

will remain in place until we get a substantive improvement in the level of water in the weir pool. 

 

While acknowledging the welcome rain it only put a few centimetres in the weir pool and it 

should be remembered that in addition to the Bourke water supply there are other users who 

rely on the Bourke Weir Pool for stock and domestic purposes. 

 

 

While on water supply generally, I would like to acknowledge the efforts of Councillors and staff 

at Bourke Shire Council who have worked tirelessly on ensuring that Bourke did not run out of 

water including the construction of new bores and pipelines, seeking funding to undertake 

emergency works and liaising with all relevant authorities in an attempt to have an 

environmental flow made available. 

 

Much of the work goes largely unnoticed and involves countless hours. 

 

Included in this work was the coordination of all agencies to ensure fire capability was 

maintained when the raw water supply to North Bourke had to be suspended due to the low 

levels. 

 

The fact that we have a contingency plan for a water supply for Bourke in the event of the ability 

to access the river ceased was a combination of work over the past ten years and has involved 

considerable effort. 
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Council’s first priority has been the immediate issues we face, but in determining a solution to 

these problems has been consideration given to longer term and the adopted strategy 

incorporates provision for the longer term.  

 

No doubt the situation we find ourselves now will be replicated in the future as we go through 

the cycle of drought and flood and it is important that we increase our preparedness. 

 

  

There have a number of people who have helped Council through this difficult situation 

including number of State Government agencies and our appreciation is extended to those 

agencies. 

 

With all water supplies there a number of approvals to be obtained, fees applicable and Council 

has been required to comply with these requirements but the urgency of the situation has been 

recognised and assistance being made available as required. 

 

 

Locally, we have been assisted by local landowners, with Peter Harris of Clyde Cotton making 

available a large pump for a number of weeks to enable water to be pumped downstream into 

the weir pool to ensure that not only was there a supply available in the weir pool but that it was 

also at a level at which Council’s pumps could operate. 

 

Joe Robinson of Australian Food and Fibre not only quickly turned around a number of forms 

required to allow drilling of new bores adjacent to their properties to be undertaken as 

expeditiously as possible but also gave Council temporary use of a 40 megalitre licence free of 

charge so that Council had an immediate entitlement to water to utilise the bores. 

 

The Old Family at Belvedere allowed testing to be undertaken on their bore to see if it could be 

utilised in an emergency situation by linking it into the new bore supply network and have 

allowed some of the emergency supply infrastructure to be located on their property. 

 

All had no hesitation in assisting Council when approached and were extremely helpful and on 

behalf of the community, I say thank you to all concerned. 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council’s Draft Operational Plan (Budget) for 2019/2020 is currently on display with 

submissions in relation to the Operational Plan able to be lodged any time during the display 

period which concludes on the 10th May 2019.  

 

Council will consider the Draft Operational Plan for 2019/2020 and any submissions received in 

respect of the Plan at its Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on the 27th May 2019 prior to 

its adoption at that meeting. 
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Council has been asked to consider a proposal to introduce 40kph speed limit in Oxley Street 

between Richard and Sturt Streets to ensure an increased level of safety for pedestrians in the 

area. 

 

The redevelopment of the precinct is in part based on increased pedestrian activity and the 

improved amenity of the area with the proposed reduction of the speed limit consistent with 

that objective. 

Council invites comment from residents in relation to the proposed change to the speed limit. 

 

Submissions in relation to the proposed change to the speed limit in Oxley Street between 

Richard and Sturt Street can be made by 9.00am, Monday, 20th May 2019 and should be 

addressed to the General Manger, Bourke Shire Council, PO Box 21 Bourke 2840. 

 

 

Following a series of meetings, the route for this year’s Tour De OROC has been determined 

and the group will be in Bourke on Wednesday, 9th October 2019. The group will in Lightning 

Ridge the night before. The group have not previously stopped at Lightning Ridge and were 

keen to do so given it is part of the OROC Region. However, it means that part of the route on 

the Wednesday will be undertaken by bus to negate the extremely long distance that would 

otherwise have to be undertaken. 

 

I am confident that the Bourke community will once again support the Tour de OROC in its 

fundraising efforts, with all funds going to Macquarie Homestay in Dubbo which provides 

accommodation for people who need to travel to Dubbo for medical treatment. 

 

 

Together with the Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, I joined with other community members at 

the Official Opening of the New TAFE Building which is called a Connected Learning Centre. 

 

The opening was followed by an inspection of the facility. 

 

It is certainly a very impressive facility containing state of the art technology. 

 

 

The Mayor and I had the opportunity to meet with the new Member for Barwon, Roy Butler 

over lunch on Wednesday. Roy has indicated that he will be retaining Offices in Broken Hill, 

Narrabri and Cobar and said we can expect to see much more of him during the next four (4) 

years. Roy was accompanied by senior staff member, John Clements and the Shooters Farmers 

and Fishers Candidate for the Senate in the upcoming election, Brett Cook. 

 

 

On Wednesday evening I attended the Ceremony for the five (5) students from Bourke TAFE 

who graduated with a qualification in early childhood. All students are employees of Bourke and 

District Children’s Services and their undertaking of the course was a result of the cooperation 

between both TAFE Western and that local organisation. 
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In an industry which apparently has 96% of all employees being female it was good to see two 

(2) of the graduating students being male which will assist in gradually breaking down this 

gender imbalance. 

 

 

The Far North West Joint Organisation of Councils (FNWJOC) has called applications for a Chief 

Executive Officer. 

 

Advertisements for the role will appear in the various media outlets across the region covered 

by the FNWJOC as well as the Sydney Press. 

 

General Manager of Cobar Shire, Peter Vlatko is currently acting in the role pending the 

permanent appointment. Peter has been assisted in the role by Mark Riley who is working as a 

Project Officer 

 

 

Bourke’s Australia Day Ambassador in 2018 was Katryna Robinson and she founded a charity 

called “Every Little Bit Helpsó which coordinates the collection and distribution of unwanted hotel 

toiletries, inflight amenity kits, and cosmetic and make-up samples. 

 

These goods are then distributed to people in need, such as the homeless and those forced to 

seek temporary accommodation in refuges. 

 

Following the visit by Katryna, Bourke Shire Council established a collection point at the Library 

and the local CWA makes up packs for distribution. 

 

I am a regular donor and I would encourage anyone who has the opportunity to be able to 

contribute to do so, as it is a really worthwhile charity and costs very little for the positive impact 

it achieves. 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council has developed a DRAFT CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE in accordance with 

section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993 and is required under section 361 of that Act to 

exhibit the Draft Code of Meeting Practice for at least 28 days and allow members of the 

community at least 42 days in which to comment of the Draft Code. 

 

The Draft Code of Meeting Practice for Bourke Shire Council was on public exhibition from 

28thth March 2019 to the 26th April 2019 and submissions in respect of the Daft Code will be 

received up until 10th May 2019. 

 

 

At the meeting of Council held on the 29th April 2019 Council appointed Dr Sally Torr as its 

delegate to Outback Arts, with Councillor John Thompson now assuming the role as alternate 

delegate. 
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Outback Arts is an organisation with a focus of increasing participation in and development of 

all types of the Arts in this part of the State. 

 

Outback Arts is based in Coonamble and covers the Local Government Areas of Coonamble 

Bourke, Warren, Walgett, Brewarrina and Cobar Shires. 

 

 

I note that the Annual Conference of New South Wales Country Women’s Association is being 

held this week with representatives of local Branches including Enngonia, Wanaaring and 

Bourke making their way to Albury to ensure the views of the residents of this area are being 

put forward. 

 

CWA is reputedly the strongest lobby group in New South Wales and such is a force to be 

reckoned with and opinions valued. 

 

 

The recent rain whilst welcomed has caused some damage to the vast road network under 

Council’s control. All regional roads are currently being monitored for damage post rain. Works 

to be undertaken include grading, filling in of washouts, gutters some of which need a few loads 

of gravel.  

 

These roads, are Bourke to Wilcannia, Bourke to Hungerford, Bourke to Wanaaring and Louth 

to Cobar. 

 

All rural local roads are being inspected as the wet weather allows, which in turn will identify any 

areas that are deemed unsafe. These areas are dealt with on a case by case basis. 

 

As mentioned in last week’s column, Council is concerned by the damaged being caused by 

persons who are using road during wet weather and causing considerable damage to the road 

surface. 

The use of the roads during such conditions not only places the drivers and passengers at risk 

by the damage caused to the road surface is also a significant drain on the budget and more 

importantly places other road users at risk  which increases as the surface dries and deep rutting 

of the surface sets hard. 

 

 

I was asked to give an indication of the number of jobs lost within the rural sector due to the 

drought and I decided to make a few calls to get an idea of the situation. 

 

My enquiries revealed that over the past few years in access of 60 jobs have been lost and that 

figure would increase by another 20 if this included the loss of the casual jobs provided each 

year revolving around the cotton harvest and ginning.  

 

The loss of employment and income not only impacts on the farming and grazing sectors but 

those in ancillary and supporting industries including fuel supply, transport, fencing and general 

rural supplies. 
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The rain last week had a very positive impact of the area and none more so than Byrock which 

received good falls and will negate the need to continue to cart water for the next few months 

according to the locals. 

 

Carting will have to continue for the next few days whilst the water settles and clears in the 

ground tank. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

Positivity, confidence, and persistence are key in life, so never give up on yourself.  

 Khalid 

 

 

16th May 2019 
 

The recent rainfall has allowed grading to be undertaken on  some of the Regional Roads within 

the shire with the road to Hungerford, Louth and Wanaaring all receiving a maintenance grade. 

 

The rain has also seen a number of the water sources in the western section of the shire 

replenished. 

 

Work has recommenced on the Wanaaring Road with work on the Wongareena Plain Section 

funded by the Regional Road Repair Program being undertaken. The Regional Road Repair 

Program is funded by the jointly by the Roads and Maritime Services and Bourke Shire Council.  

 

This part of the project will cost $800,000.00 

 

Once this section has been completed the Council staff will continue with that portion of the 

Wongareena Plain area to be funded from the Fixing Country Roads Programme grant of 

$11,100,000.00. 

 

Work on the Wanaaring Road is coming along very nicely and Council will be continuing its 

efforts to secure funding to try and see the entire length of road sealed. 

 

A little over twelve (12) months ago this would have seemed like a dream, but with the funding 

received to date and a degree of optimism that further funding could become available it has 

suddenly become something that may well be achieved in the short term. 

 

  

With the success of the establishment of a permanent camp for our road construction workforce 

at Yandaroo, Council is looking to establish a similar camp at Rainbar and has purchased two (2) 

transportable buildings with each one of which containing three (3) bedrooms complete with an 

ensuite. Arrangements are being made for portable kitchen facilities to complement the 

accommodation. 
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Other facilities will be installed to cater for contractors.  

 

It is important that the facilities are maintained at an acceptable standard. The use of permanent 

camps is designed to negate the need for the use of caravans. The camps will continue to be 

established at strategic locations within the shire which will minimise travel to jobs. 

 

 

As of Tuesday, 14th May 2019, the Darling River at Bourke will have stopped flowing over the 

weir at Bourke for 271 days, far exceeding the previous record created in 2006 of 200 days. 

 

The period of no flow across the weir will reach 273 days or 39 weeks this Thursday 16th May 

2019.  

 

This is one record that we don’t want to see broken! 

 

 

A reminder that Level Five (5) Water Restrictions are in place in Bourke and North Bourke and 

will remain in place until we get a substantive improvement in the level of water in the weir pool. 

 

 

Council will consider the adoption of Council’s the Draft Operational Plan (Budget) for 

2019/2020 at its Ordinary meeting of Council to be held on the 27th May 2019. Prior to its 

adoption Council must consider any submissions received in respect of the Operational Plan.  

 

 

Council has been asked to consider a proposal to introduce 40kph speed limit Oxley Street 

between Richard and Sturt Streets to ensure an increased level of safety for pedestrians in the 

area. 

 

The redevelopment of the precinct is in part based on increased pedestrian activity and the 

improved amenity of the area with the proposed reduction of the speed limit consistent with 

that objective. 

 

Council invites comment from residents in relation to the proposed change to the speed limit. 

 

Submissions in relation to the proposed change to the speed limit in Oxley Street between 

Richard and Sturt Street can be made by 9.00am Monday 20th May 2019 and should be 

addressed to the General Manager, Bourke Shire Council, PO Box 21 Bourke 2840. 

 

 

A meeting of the Bourke Shire Traffic Committee will be held on Tuesday, 21st May 2019, 

amongst the items to be discussed will be the proposed speed limit in Oxley Street. The Traffic 

Committee comprises representatives of the Local Police,  Roads and Maritime Services, a 

representative of the Local Member and Representatives of Bourke Shire Council. 
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The Committee makes recommendations to Council on matters relating to speed limits, parking 

areas, installations of pedestrian crossings etc. 

 

All decisions made by the Committee must have the input from the Police and Roads and 

Maritime Services and such they form a vital part of the committee. 

 

 

The new Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils, which sets minimum standards for 

Councillors, administrators, staff and Council Committee Members in NSW, comes into force 

from June. 

 

It affects more than 45,000 staff and nearly 1,300 Councillors at 128 Councils across NSW and 

must be adopted, without ‘dilution’, by June 14 2019. 

 

Bourke Shire Council has adopted the new Code of Conduct earlier this year. 

 

Councillors and staff will also no longer be able to accept gifts worth more than $50 and will 

have to disclose if they are a developer or a close associate of one. 

 

The new code, which is designed to boost confidence in Local Government, tightens rules on 

gifts and benefits, putting a 12-month $50 cap on gifts including invitations to sporting events, 

alcohol, chocolates, flowers, prizes and awards. 

 

The code also bans harassment, discrimination and bullying including exclusion from work 

related events, unreasonable work expectations, initiation ceremonies and displaying offensive 

material. 

 

 

Following a series of meetings, the route for this year’s Tour de OROC has been finally determined 

and the group of cyclists will be in Bourke for an overnight stay on the 9th October 2019. 

 

There will be a maximum of 30 cyclists who will form the peloton, they will be accompanied by a 

support crew of up to ten (10) people in cars, to transport food and equipment and also provide 

awareness to other road users. 

 

The coordination of the event takes a considerable amount of effort and resources and all is 

undertaken on a voluntary basis. 

 

Riders and the support crew give a large commitment of time not only for the ride itself but also 

training and obtaining sponsorship. 

 

All funds raised will go to support Macquarie Homestay providing accommodation for those 

persons from the Orana Region and beyond who need to travel and stay in Dubbo for Medical 

treatment. 
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Bourke Shire Council has developed a DRAFT CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE in accordance with 

section 360 of the Local Government Act 1993  

 

The Draft Code of Meeting Practice for Bourke Shire Council was on public exhibition from 

28thth March 2019 to the 26th April 2019 and submissions were invited to be lodged by 10th May 

2019. 

 

Council will again consider the Draft Code and any submissions received at its meeting 

scheduled for 27th May 2019 and once adopted it will become effective as at the next meeting in 

June. 

 

 

Work is currently on the way to install a storm water drain from the Bourke Public Library at the 

corner of Glen and Mitchell Streets.  

 

There has been an ongoing issue relating to drainage in this area or some time causing 

difficulties in accessing the library particularly after heavy rain. The water is now being diverted 

into the Richard Street stormwater drain, via an underground pipe. 

 

The firm undertaking the underground boring and Council staff hope to have the work finished 

by the 20th May 2019. 

 

There may be some short delays for traffic in the area and motorists are asked to be patient. 

 

 

The foot valve which forms part of the pumping system from the river into the Water Treatment 

Plant has been damaged during the drought conditions and the opportunity has been taken 

with the low river to have both the pivot arm and foot valve upgraded.  

 

The pivot arm allows the pipe to move up and down with the river level and has reached a 

point where it is best to replace it whilst the other work was taking place. 

 

There may be some need to ask residents to further restrict usage whilst these works are 

undertaken but the work is scheduled so that it caused minimum disruption. 

 

 

Representatives from the Bushtracker Owner’s Group were in Bourke last week to discuss with 

Council staff. Plans for their Annual Muster which will be held in Bourke during September this 

year. Bushtracker is the name of a particular type of caravan. 

 

Bourke Shire put in a submission to host the muster and was successful in their  bid  to host the 

event which will see  in excess of  80 of the Caravans and their owners converging on Bourke for 

up to  ten  (10) days and it should result in  quite an economic boost for the  town. 

 

The group hold an Annual Muster around Australia each year with the last muster held at 

Streaky Bay in South Australia. 
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While in Bourke the group have a number of activities planned and the second last day of the 

Muster will see them travel up to Enngonia for the Races which are being held on the 21st 

September 2019. 

 

 

All Councils in New South Wales have been notified that they will be faced with an increase in 

the Emergency Services Levy. 

 

In a press release on the proposed increase to the Emergency Services Levy payable by 

Councils, Mayor of Bourke Shire Council, Councillor Barry Hollman stressed that Bourke Shire 

Council is very supportive of initiatives to assist those who protect our community and often risk 

their lives in doing so, but was critical of the timing of the announcement of the increase.  

 

However, he noted that Councils had only this week received advice of the increase and the 

majority of Councils, including Bourke, would have already prepared their Operational Plans 

(Budget) for 2019/2020 and these were in the process of being advertised and ready for 

finalisation. 

 

The increase to Bourke Shire Council is approximately $31,500.00 or an increase of 21.5% over 

last year’s contribution and while it is not a significant amount compared to Council’s overall 

budget, it accounts for the bulk of the money able to be raised by Council through the 

allowable General rate increase of 2.7%. 

 

The increase is on the back of the 27.5% increase in the Rural Fire Service portion of Council’s 

contribution in 2016/2017, which was due to a change to the funding formula.  That increase 

equated to 80% of the amount able to be raised through the General Rate increase of 1.8% 

applicable at the time. 

 

Council believes that consideration of any increases to be applied to Local Government by the 

State Government should be undertaken only having had regard to the allowable rate pegging 

percentage. 

 

Council supports the concept of looking after those who put their lives at risk for the benefit of 

the community and often suffered injuries or disease as a result but queried the timing of the 

announcement and the fact that it did not allow Councils the opportunity to factor the increase 

into their budgets despite the legislation being passed in November 2018. 

 

 

This Saturday sees the Federal Election which has captured a lot of publicity over the past few 

weeks and is looking likely to be a very close contest. A number of candidates have been dis-

endorsed for varying reasons, which is not without precedent but I don’t recall such high 

numbers previously. It will be interesting if any of these dis-endorsed get elected and the 

subsequent reaction of the parties who dis-endorsed them. 

 

In Bourke voting on Saturday, 18th May 2019 is at the Bourke Public School, whilst for those who 

are looking to Pre-Poll can do so at the Bourke PCYC on Wednesday, 15th, Thursday, 16th and 

Friday, 17th May:- 
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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS INFORMATION IS TAKEN FROM THE AEC WEBSITE 

 

For details on voting in other centres you should go to the following website 

 

https://www.aec.gov.au/election/voting.htm#voting 

 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council is scheduled for Monday, 27th May 2019 and 

will commence at 9.00am. 

 

 

Despite the introduction of Level Five (5) restrictions the raw water consumption at North 

Bourke is still high with an average of nearly 150,000 litres being used per day. 

 

Given that usage should be confined to buckets this equates to 15,000 buckets per day 

assuming a 10 litre bucket and this is despite the ground being still wet from the rain. 

 

It takes about 30 seconds to fill a bucket so it would take around one hundred and twenty five 

hours (125) continuous filling to fill that number of buckets. 

 

Staff members have investigated the possibility of significant leaks or other abnormality but it 

would appear that the consumption figure is correct and it seems a very high amount and 

obviously it is unlikely that all consumption hasn’t been used by the filling of buckets. 

 

Had it not been for the rain the situation would be still be dire and there seems to be a lack of 

understanding of the situation by some people. 

 

 

The rollout of rural addressing has begun in the Bourke Shire. The installation of numbered 

posts is being carried out by four (4) local contractors.   

 

Rural addressing is a distance based on a measurement system that allocates each rural 

property a unique address.  

 

The rural address number is assigned in a sequence based on the distance of the access of the 

property from the start of a road, with odd numbers assigned on the left and the even numbers 

on the right from the start of the road. 

 

This number will make it easier for any of the Emergency Services to identify the property. These 

numbers replace Lot numbers or any other numbering arrangement that has been used in the 

past. However the name of the property can still be used in conjunction with the rural address 

number. 

We are expecting the initial work to be completed over the coming weeks, and to be finalised 

within the next few months. 

 

https://www.aec.gov.au/election/voting.htm#voting
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Dignity Water brought up thirty pallets of water for distribution to Bourke Residents over the 

weekend. 

 

They intended to stay for two (2) days but the water was distributed in just over half a day. 

 

As well as been distributed locally, Lanz Priestley and his team left water at Byrock, Coolabah 

and Girilambone. 

 

Bourke Shire Council agreed to take some water to both Enngonia and Barringun and that was 

delivered on Monday and will distribute water to Wanaaring and Fords Bridge over the course 

of the next week.  

 

It was a generous gesture by Dignity Water who said that they would be back if they saw the 

need. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

òLighten up, just enjoy life, smile more, laugh more, and donõt get so worked up about thingsó.  

Kenneth Branagh 

 

 

23rd May 2019 
 

The Bourke Shire Council assumed the lead role in lodging an application for funding under the 

Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts during Drought Program to assist in 

addressing the wild dog problem in the western area of the state. The application involves 

Brewarrina, Wentworth, Cobar, Central Darling and Bourke Shires and Broken Hill City Council. 

 

The Councils will receive a total of $926,000 to assist in curtailing the growth of wild dog 

numbers. 

 

The decision to apply for funding came following a meeting of stakeholders in wild dog 

management in the Western Region which included the Pest Animal Control Groups, Western 

Landcare, National Parks and Wildlife Service and Western Local Land Services.  

 

The funding will be invested in coordinated baiting, trapping, monitoring and capacity building 

opportunities which will involve 16 pest animal control groups and Landcare groups across the 

six (6) Western Division Councils.  

 

This funding and the projects that will follow, should provide tangible results for farmers who 

are already struggling with drought and certainly don’t need further stock losses as a result of 

wild dogs. 

It has been great to work with the other Councils on this application and I can’t speak highly 

enough of the efforts of Western Local Land Services in the coordination of the application. 
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As of Tuesday, 21st May 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke 

for 278 days, far exceeding the previous record created in 2006 of 200 days. 

 

A reminder that Level Five (5) Water Restrictions are in place in Bourke and North Bourke and 

will remain in place until we get a substantive improvement in the level of water in the weir pool. 

 

 

There is a strong degree of optimism that more water from the Culgoa will flow into the Darling 

River and make its way into the Bourke Weir Pool.  

 

There is an equally strong level of optimism that the Environment Flow which has been released 

from both Copeton and Glenlyon Dam will make it much further than originally predicted which 

saw the flow ceasing mid-way between Walgett and Brewarrina. 

 

Once the water from the Environmental Flow reaches the Barwon, the opportunity will present 

itself for a much more accurate prediction to take place.  

 

 

Council will consider the adoption of Council’s Draft Operational Plan (Budget) for 2019/2020 at 

its Ordinary meeting of Council to be held on the 27th May 2019. Prior to its adoption Council 

must consider any submissions received in respect of the Operational Plan.  

 

 

A meeting of the Bourke Shire Traffic Committee was held on Tuesday, 21st May 2019; amongst 

the items that were scheduled to be discussed was the proposed speed limit in Oxley Street.  

 

The Traffic Committee comprises representatives of the Local Police, Roads and Maritime 

Services, a representative of the Local Member and Representatives of Bourke Shire Council. 

 

The Committee makes recommendations to Council on matters relating to speed limits, parking 

areas, installations of pedestrian crossings etc. 

 

All decisions made by the Committee must have the input from the Police and Roads and 

Maritime Services as such the attendance of representatives of these two (2) organisations at the 

meetings is highly desirable. 

 

 

This year’s Tour de OROC will be in Bourke for an overnight stay on the 9th October 2019. 

 

There will be a maximum of 30 cyclists who will form the peloton, they will be accompanied by a 

support crew of up to 10 people in cars, to transport food and equipment and also provide 

awareness to other road users. 

Bourke Shire Council and Bourke Rotary will combine to host the riders in Bourke and will be 

responsible for dinner bed and breakfast. In past years the riders were keen to get an early start 

so those cooking breakfast were required to be up around 4.00am. 
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There are a number of people from the Bourke district who have already experienced the benefits 

of Macquarie Homestay which will be the beneficiary of all funds raised by Tour De OROC. 

 

 

Council will again consider the Draft Code of Meeting Practice and any submissions received in 

relation to the Draft Code at its meeting scheduled for Monday, 27th May 2019 and once 

adopted it will become effective as of the next meeting in June. 

 

 

Bourke Council’s Manager of Environmental Services, Dwayne Willoughby has been invited to 

participate in a targeted LGNSW Work Group to develop generic templates for Asbestos 

Management Plans and Generic Asbestos Registers for use by Councils in NSW. The templates 

will be able to be used by Councils to review and update their existing documentation and 

practices to ensure asbestos is managed safely in Council workplaces. The templates will 

complement the existing model asbestos policy for Councils.  

 

The group will develop standardised documentation, processes and procedures for Councils to 

use which will be endorsed by the Heads of Asbestos Coordination Authority, the group will 

share examples for their Councils and review existing documentation for collation. The group 

will also work with qualified occupational hygienists to satisfy WHS and Safe Work NSW 

requirements on evidence based documents so Councils state wide can produce compliant 

registers, management plans and unexpected finds protocols from the templates.  

 

The Manager of Environmental Services will be representing Councils from the west of the State 

on this Working Group and in recognition of his ongoing involvement on this important issue. 

 

 

The Federal Election did not see the in Government that most polls had predicted and the 

Liberal National Coalition will likely to again form Government. 

 

Locally, Mark Coulton was returned as Member for Parkes in what will be his fifth term as a 

Member of Parliament.  

 

Council looks forward to continuing to work with Mark for the betterment of our community. 

 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council is scheduled for Monday, 27th May 2019 and 

will commence at 9.00am. 

 

 

 

Council and District Community groups are busily finalising projects that have been funded by 

the Australian Governments Drought Communities Extension Fund. Council staff have been 

contacting representatives of community groups ensuring projects are completed and invoices 

are paid by the 30th May 2019. 

  

https://www.lgnsw.org.au/policy/model-asbestos-policy
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Community Groups and Projects that have received money include; 

 

Village projects at Barringun, Louth, Fords Bridge, Wanaaring and Byrock including but not 

limited to; fencing around the Barringun Cemetery, upgrade to air conditioning and disability 

access ramp to the Enngonia Hall, new fence around the Louth Cricket Ground and a shade 

structure in the Louth park, public toilets at Fords Bridge, beautification to the toilets at 

Wanaaring and outdoor recreation furniture and shade for the park and water filtration systems. 

 

Money has also been spent throughout the community with community facilities including the 

Back O’ Bourke Conference Centre, Bourke Community Amphitheatre (Darling Park), Central 

Park and toilets at the cemetery also benefiting from the program. 

 

Bourke Rams Rugby Union have been able to purchase goal post pads; Bourke Pistol Club has 

been able to concrete its shooting lanes; Bourke Swimming Club have purchased new lane 

ropes for the swimming pool; Bourke and District Children’s Services are investing in a new 

shade structure and educational equipment for children; Muda Aboriginal Corporation have 

included a disability access path into their interpretive learning area; the Anglican Church has 

enclosed the Church yard with a new fence; Louth Turf Club are in the process of constructing a 

new callers box; Louth Fishing Club has been able to purchase equipment; Bourke Cricket Club 

has new practice nets being built; Bourke Arts Group has had a contribution toward resources 

to get their new pottery room functional; Bourke Garden Club are purchasing resources and  

Bourke Jockey Club have had extensive renovations to the office / jockey rooms at the 

racecourse. 

 

Council has also completed a Rural Addressing project with the installation of rural address 

numbers being installed at the entrance of all rural properties. 

 

Where possible, resources and equipment have been purchased locally and in all cases these 

projects add value to our community by making Bourke and District the best place it can be to 

live. 

 

Just a reminder that if your community group has a responsibility to report to Council with a 

final report, invoices for payment or photos of your completed project, we ask that you forward 

your information to bcolless@bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

These projects would not be possible without the support of the Australian Governments 

Drought Communities Extension Program. 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that the final installment of the 2018/2019 rates and the last water charges are due 

on 31st May 2019. 

 

If you are having difficulties in meeting your obligations in relation to the payment of rates and 

charges please contact Council’s Revenue Officer who may be able to discuss the 

implementation of a payment plan. 

mailto:bcolless@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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Bourke Rotary Club last Wednesday held yet another successful Trivia Night to raise funds for 

local charitable causes and had in attendance a group of Rotarians who happened to be in 

Bourke for the night. The leader of the Group was Greg Moran who I worked with about thirty 

years ago in Warialda when we both worked for the then Yallaroi Shire and I don’t think I had 

seen him since. 

 

Also joining us on the night was Member for Parkes, Mark Coulton whose father Jack was the 

Deputy Shire President then Shire President when Greg and I were with Yallaroi Shire. 

 

It is a small world in Local Government. 

 

 

The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman and I joined members of the Police Force attached to the 

Central North Police District for their awards Ceremony last Tuesday, we were also joined by 

representatives of the Emergency Services along with family and friends of the recipients. 

The Awards Presentation Ceremony was the first for the new district and acknowledged the 

service and significant achievements of the local Police Officers. We often take for granted the 

role of the Police and the dangers and events they face each day as part of their role and this 

was highlighted in some of the citations read out on the day. 

 

Assistant Commissioner, Geoff McKechnie again made the trip up from Dubbo for the occasion 

which forms an important date of the Police calendar.   

 

 

The Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Western New South Wales, the Hon. Adam 

Marshall, MP visited Bourke last Wednesday and Thursday and took the opportunity to meet 

with the Mayor and I regarding a number of matters, in particular the role that the Minister for 

Western New South Wales will play. 

 

Minister Marshall reinforced his Governments commitment to this part of the State and 

indicated that his role as Minister for Western New South Wales will be, in part, to act as a 

conduit to the Government. 

 

He indicated that he will work with the new Member for Barwon, Roy Butler in getting things 

done in the region. 

 

The area to be covered as part of the Western part of NSW for the purposes of  his portfolio 

which includes the Local Government areas of Balranald, Bourke, Brewarrina, Broken Hill, Cobar, 

Murray River, Edward River, Carrathool, Central Darling, Hay, Lachlan, Bogan, Warren, 

Coonamble, Walgett, Wentworth and the Unincorporated Area. 

 

Minister Marshall said that Councils should be able to look forward to further rounds of the 

Stronger Communities Funding which from Bourke Shire’s Council’s point of view, will enable it 

to undertake a number of projects which had previously been included on a wish list. 
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The unexpected increase in the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) has taken Councils by surprise 

and more particularly the timing of the increase. 

 

Many Councils have contacted Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) expressing strong 

support for the new Workers’ Compensation Scheme, but also expressing deep concern about 

the significantly increased costs passed onto Councils with no consultation, particularly at this 

time when budgets for the coming year are already committed.   

 

LGNSW strongly supports fair and appropriate workers’ compensation for Firefighters – and all 

Emergency Workers.   

 

LGNSW are however, concerned about the Government’s decision to implement this scheme by 

billing Councils for the additional costs.   

•     The State Government has increased Council contributions by $19 million in 2019/20, of 

which $14 million is to support volunteer and career Firefighters diagnosed with cancer. 

•    Future increases are also foreshadowed.   

 

LGNSW are calling upon the NSW Government to: 

•     fund the increased cost of the ESL for the first year, and  

•    work with Local Governments to design a better, fairer funding mechanism in future.   

 

Bourke Shire Council have already expressed concern in relation to the timing of the increase 

and Mayor Barry Hollman has said was yet another impost on Councils particularly in rural New 

South Wales. 

 

Many Metropolitan Councils are not faced with the same proportional increase as rural Councils 

as many of the metropolitan Councils are not serviced by the Rural Fire Service. The increase in 

Rural Fire Service costs is by far the biggest component faced by Bourke Shire Council. 

 

Bourke Shire Council was faced with the news that it would have to find an additional $31,500.00 

as a result of the increase and this will take the bulk of the 2.7% increase in General Rates that 

Council was able to raise under the rate pegging allowance. 

 

 

New South Wales Country Mayors will be meeting in Sydney and Mayor of Bourke Shire has 

indicated that he will accept an invitation to attend the meeting. 

 

NSW Country Mayors is chaired by the Mayor of Moree Plains Shire Council, Councillor Katrina 

Humphries and has become an important and influential group. 

Bourke Shire has not previously been a member of Country Mayors but the Mayor will take the 

opportunity to attend and find out a little more about the organisation and potential benefits 

for Bourke Shire Council. 

 

 



Business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 on Monday, 27th 

May 2019 at 9.00am 

This is page 89 of 92 the business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke 

NSW 2840 on Monday, 27th May 2019 at 9.00am 

Quote of the week! 

 

Peace cannot be kept by force; it can only be achieved by understanding.  

Albert Einstein    

 

Ross Earl 

General Manager 

 

Recommendation: 

That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 27th May 2019 be received and noted. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 123/2019 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 

 

The following items for the 2018/2019 period are presented for your information 

Item April 2018 Item April 2019 

Audio Visual 158 Audio Visual 174 

Adult Fiction 235 Adult Fiction 228 

Non-Fiction 108 Non-Fiction 62 

Junior Fiction 198 Junior Fiction 157 

Magazines 66 Magazines 33 

eBook/Audio 45 eBooks/eAudio 77 

Interlibrary Loans  Interlibrary Loans  

Total 810 Total 731 

 

Other statistical information 

 April 2018  April 2019 

New Members 11 New Members 9 

Internet/Word Processing 116 Internet/Word Processing 57 

Wireless Tickets 26 Wireless Tickets 4 

Number of Visitors 1126 Number of Visitors 951 

Scans 17 Scans 24 

Information Requests 78 Information Requests 68 

Technical Assistance 14 Technical Assistance 112 

Faxes 11 Faxes/Laminating 13 

 

¶ Children’s Craft and story time this month had the theme of Easter, and we had 22 

children attend. 

¶ Our junior craft afternoon session had six (6) children attend this month. 

 

Jodi Hatch 

Library Manager 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 

Council on Monday, 27th May 2019. 
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TOURISM AND EVENTS MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: 124/2019 April/May 2019 Activity Report  

Responsible Officer: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism and Events 

 

Executive Summary 

The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report provides Council with 

an updated status report for the month of April/May, relating to its tourism teams activities 

through visual data, including graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of the team 

progress and performance. It comprises of an overview of the operations, major activities and 

achievements of Councils tourism section and will provide a platform to allow for the detailed 

monitoring of critical data for future analysis. 

 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition & Information Centre: 

General Activities  

•  Staff have been inundated with accommodation enquiries (walk in and phone) particularly for 

the month of April and May as we enter into our peak tourism season. 

•  Staff have completed over 300 information packs that have been distributed for conferences, 

tradeshows and visitors wanting to explore the area. 

•  Staff attended the Sydney Caravan & Camping Show from 29th April-1st May 

•  521 tickets were sold for the Back ‘O Bourke Exhibition Centre for the month of April.  

• The Crossley Engine is currently undergoing routine general maintenance and repairs. 

Operating, but not at full capacity. On average there are between 20-30 visitors that attend 

daily. 

• As we look to value add to the “whole” experience of the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre, 

guided tours will be commencing shortly. This is a personalised tour that will see visitors get 

to interact one on one with their tour guide. Listening to a guide, looking at the gestures, is 

added value to a place seen and revisited. 

• Staff held “Meet and Greets” over three (3) days in the shire for the organisers of the 

Bushtracker Owners Group officials who will be visiting Bourke for 10 days in September. 

 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Figures: 

 

 

 

 

  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 862 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1142 1021 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 3362 3166 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 3698  

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 4440  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 6091  

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 4375  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 3240  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 2360  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 645  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 353  

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 30374  
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Coach Bookings & Itineraries 

There have been 8 coach group itineraries completed and booked in for the Back O Bourke 

Information & Exhibition Centre between March to May, with another 9 planned in the coming 

months to date. 

Mar-15 Hawkesbury Probus 20pax  

Mar-22 Bourke Public School 20pax 

Apr-6     Australia Tours 45pax  

Apr-10   Variety VIC Bash 80pax 

May-13 Aussie Tours 40pax 

May-19 Shamrock Social- 40pax 

May-22 Northern Beaches- 40pax 

May 28   Highland Explore- 20pax 

 

Please note that bookings include full creation and coordination of itineraries by Visitor 

Information Centre Staff. 

 

New Bourke Visitors Guide 

Working with a local graphic designer on the layout of a new brochure for Bourke. In the 

coming months, operators will have the opportunity to advertise including restaurants, 

accommodation houses, attractions, and retailers.   

 

Souvenirs/Merchandise  

Staff are sourcing new “Bourke” branded souvenirs including ties, pullovers, scarves, stickers and 

luggage bags to name a few. This will cater to not only the corporate market but visitors looking 

to purchase a gift from Bourke.  

 

Function Centre  

There have been nine (9) Function Centre bookings from March to May, with another three (3) 

in the coming month. Following on from the many enquiries we have had, working with a local 

graphic designer on developing Function Centre packages to suit the market demand. 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council notes the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as 

presented to Council on 27th May 2019.   

 

Fran Carter         

Manager of Tourism & Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


