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Bourke Shire Council 

Agenda 

Monday, 26th AUGUST 2019 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held at 

the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices  

at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke commencing at 2.00pm for the purpose of 

considering the items included on the attached Agenda 

 

Please note the meeting will preceded by a public forum at 1.45pm 

 

 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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Community open forum 

C12.1 

 

Time Event Presenter Organisation 

1.45pm Community Open Forum for 

members of the public to address 

Council  

Nil known  

 

AGENDA 

C12.1 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

 

3. Remembrance  

 

4. Apologies  

 

5. Declaration of Interest  

(Forms included with Business Papers) 

 

6. Mayoral Activity Report / Minute 

 

7. Starring of Items 

A number of items have been starred for discussion. 

 

The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 

 

Recommendation:  

That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary 

Meeting of Council held on Monday, 26th August 2019 be adopted. 

 

8. Confirmation of the Minutes 

Recommendation:  

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd July 2019 be 

confirmed as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

9. Business Arising 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 177/2019 Business Arising 8 Notation 

 

10. Engineering Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 178/2019 Request for Tree Removal 15 Consideration 

 204/2019 Drought Water Update – Late Report 15 Notation 



This is the business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chamber at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke NSW 2840 on Monday, 

26th August 2019 at 2.00pm 

This is page 3 of 93 the business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices at 29 

Mitchell Street, Bourke on Monday, 26th August 2019 at 2.00pm 

11. Environmental Services & Development Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for August    

 

12. General Manager 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 179/2019 Appointment of Executive Officer of Far 

North West Joint Organisation of Councils 

17 Notation 

 180/2019 75th Murray Darling Association Conference 17 Adoption 

 181/2019 Delivery Program Review as at the 30th 

June 2019 

18 Notation 

 182/2019 Round 3 Stronger Country Communities 

Fund 

18 Consideration 

 183/2019 Time and venue for September meeting 20 Adoption 

 184/2019 Classification of Land as Operational Land 21 Notation 

 185/2019 Training in Code of Conduct 23 Consideration 

 186/2019 Entry in the 2019 AR Bluett Award 24 Notation 

 187/2019 Water Restrictions for Bourke and North 

Bourke 

25 Notation 

 188/2019 Introduction of Penalties for the blatant 

disregard of Water Restrictions 

25 Notation 

 

13. Corporate Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 189/2019 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank 

Balances 

27 Notation 

 190/2019 Investment Report as at 31st July 2019 29 Notation 

 191/2019 Financial Statements – 30th June 2019 31 Adoption 

 

14. Tourism & Development 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for August    

 

15. Delegates  and Councillors Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for August   

 

16. Committee Minutes 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 /2019 Nil Reports for August   
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17. Policies 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 192/2019 2.12.2(3) Workplace Surveillance  33 Adoption 

 

18. Précis of Correspondence 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 193/2019 Union Picnic Day – Proposed Date 40 Consideration 

 194/2019 Yaana Ngunna Baaka Corroboree Festival 41 Consideration 

 

19. Activity Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 195/2019 Engineering  47 Notation 

 196/2019 Environmental  57 Notation 

 197/2019 General Manager 58 Notation 

 198/2019 Corporate Services  88 Notation 

 199/2019 Tourism & Development  89 Notation 

 

20. Closed Session 

 Report No  Report Page No Recommendation 

 200/2019 02/20 Purchase of New Motor Grader 92 Closed Session 

 201/2019 Purchase of B/Double Water Tanker 92 Closed Session 

 202/2019 Water Treatment Plant – Securing of 

Funding and finalisation of Tender for 

Construction 

93 Closed Session 

 203/2019 Outstanding Debt Report 93 Closed Session 

 

Time Event Presenter Organisation 

3.00pm Monthly Update Inspector Andrew Hurst  Central North Police 

District 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

To the General Manager I, 

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a NON-PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Name of Meeting  

 

Date of Meeting    

 

Page Number  Item Number   

 

Subject    

 

Reason for Interest     

 

 

As a result of my non-pecuniary interest, my involvement in the meeting will be as follows:- 

 

 Option A – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate and vote.  

  

 Option B – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but not 

vote.  

  

 Option C – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but leave 

the Chamber for the vote.  

  

 Option D – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

vote.  

  

 Option E – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

not vote.  

  

 Option F – Make a declaration, do not participate in the debate and leave the Chamber upon 

making the declaration.  Do not return until the matter is resolved.  

 

 

Signature                                                                  Date 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

 

 

To the General Manager 

 

I, ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Name of Meeting  _______________________________________________________________  

 

Date of Meeting    _______________________________________________________________  

 

Page Number ________________________ Item Number   ____________________________  

 

Subject    ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Reason for Interest     ____________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

OTHER THAN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Reason for Interest ______________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _____________________________                       _____________________________________  

                      Signature                                                                  Date 
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Calendar of Events 

 
 

Meeting 

Month/Year 

Meeting  

Date 

Time  Event Location 

2019 

August  26th  9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

September 23rd    9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

October 14-16/10/19  LGNSW Annual Conference  Warwick Farm 

 22/10/19 8.00am Murray Darling Association 

Conference 

Toowoomba 

 28th  9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

November 18th-20th  2019 National  Roads & Transport 

Congress 

Hahndorf SA 

 

Councillor Information List 

 

 

  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Web Address Link Email 

23/07/19 Donations and electoral 

expenditure disclosures  

NSW Electoral 

Commission 

https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au

/About-us/Forms-and-Fact-

sheets/Forms/Disclosure-forms  

 

23/07/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190725 GM   

25/07/19 LGNSW Professional Development 

Update 

LGNSW https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events

-training/upcoming-courses  
 

31/07/19 Council Meeting at Enngonia - 

Attendance 

EA  
 

08/08/19 Councillor Resilience Survey  Lisa Mahood  

Markstone 

 
 

13/08/19 Supporting Local Councils and 

Emergency Services 

The Hon. Shelley 

Hancock MP 

Minister for Local 

Government 

 

 

16/08/19 Workshopping Priorities for Round 

three (3) of the Stronger Country 

Communities Fund 

GM  

 

20/08/19 Priorities for Funding under Round 3 

of the Stronger Country Communities 

Fund – Reminder 

EA  

 

https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/About-us/Forms-and-Fact-sheets/Forms/Disclosure-forms
https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/About-us/Forms-and-Fact-sheets/Forms/Disclosure-forms
https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/About-us/Forms-and-Fact-sheets/Forms/Disclosure-forms
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/upcoming-courses
https://www.lgnsw.org.au/events-training/upcoming-courses
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Business Arising From JULY 2019 Meeting Resolutions 

  

KEY: Action still pending Action 

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTE Manager Tourism & Events MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current 

duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That Council decide what further representations may be required following the 

receipt of any responses from its letters and considering any issues raised by 

Professor Tracy 

Still to be 

finalised 

 

182/2018 Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 

758144, Lot 3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank Whiddon 

Masonic Homes Group for $1.00 with the following conditions:- 

1. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a 

requirement that the land is used only for the provision of aged care 

facilities/services; 

2. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic 

Homes Group that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic 

Homes Group to re-transfer the land to Council in the event that The Frank 

Whiddon Masonic Homes Group proposes to sell the land to a third party 

(except with prior approval of Council); and  

In progress 

67/118/177/203/2015 Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be obtained. Ongoing  
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3. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests referred to 

in the Deed referred to in 2. Above. 

 

199/2018 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip and 

start negotiations with the current land owner to purchase a parcel of land that 

would allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. Council continue to 

monitor the Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.   

Ongoing, 

contact RFDS to 

determine 

requirements 

 

321/2018 Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community Centre 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager Environment 

File Number A11.2.24 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be developed 

which details the allowable uses of the building and the fee required to be 

paid for the use and any bond that need to be lodged. 

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for their 

endorsement 

Ongoing 

 

 

394/2018 Western Local Health District (WLHD) 

Responsible Officer Mayor/General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not 

received in our previous letters:- 

1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 

2. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 

3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke 

District Hospital 

4. Details of the model of care in place at present 

Letter written 

 
  

362/2018 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number E6.1-E6.4-L8.1 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for 

industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.  

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council 

Continue to 

lobby 

Government 
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395/2018 Council Owned Land to be transferred to Bourke Aboriginal Health Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A11.1.5 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

That Council request from the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service; a progress 

report on the funding application they have submitted for the provision of a 

Clinic and Administration Centre; a Music School; a Gymnasium and a Training 

School for which they have requested transfer of ownership of Council owned 

land. 

Letter written 

 

Awaiting reply 

 

 

427/2018 Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

The General Manager to prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, 

including the seeking of legal advice if necessary 

Report to be 

prepared 

 

07/2019 Bourke Future Water Supply Options 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File No W2.2.9 - W2.2.12 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

1.  That Council take immediate steps to augment the Bourke Weir Pool with 

water from the 19A weir Pool, provided it is practicable and economically 

viable. 

2.  That Council lobby the current State Government and candidates for the 

seat of Barwon in the upcoming state elections to commit to the 

construction of a “regulator” as soon as possible at the site known as BU8 

which is east of Bourke.  

3.  That Council, take all steps to ensure that, where possible, that no stranding 

of water occurs in the Bourke Weir Pool, pumping and/or extraction. 

4.  That Council lobby all levels of Government to make a release of 

environmental water to recharge the Bourke Weir 

5. That Council look to the establishment of another bore to supplement 

Walkden’s Bore as a matter of urgency. 

All in progress 

 

 

Information sent 

to Ministers as 

part of the 

Orana Water 

Utilities Alliance 

 

107/2018 Removal of Distressed Trees 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works  

File No T6.1- T6.2 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council consider it options in relation to the remaining eight (8) Queensland Fig 

trees in Mitchell Street between Warraweena Street and Tarcoon Street on the 

north side once a report is received from the Arborist 

Removal of trees 

will begin 19th 

August 2019 
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File No A11.2.21 

Report: 310/2019  Lease of Old Golf Club and New Pre School Building to Bourke and 

District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council agrees to the lease of the Bourke Pre-School and the old Bourke Golf 

Club to Bourke and District Children’s Services for an initial period of five (5) 

years with options for a further two (2) five (5) year periods. The lease amount 

be as previously determined with the addition of an annual increase in line with 

the Annual CPI increase applicable to Sydney each year. 

Now able to 

progress 

 

File No A 6.1, A 6.3 

Report: 0039/2019  Re-Establishment of Air Service to Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Tenders for an Air Service to Bourke and Western NSW developed Tenders 

assessed 

FNWJOC 

93/2019  Development of the Motel Site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File No T4.3.6 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

Motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre be advertised for sale by 

Expressions of Interest for a period of 21 days as outlined in the report. 

To be 

readvertised 

That a further confidential report outlining any Expressions of Interest received 

be brought back to Council 

Ongoing 

 

155/2019  Confidential – Construction of New Water Treatment Plant 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No W2.24.1 

DECISION  

Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 

costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Water Treatment 

Plant for Bourke 

Awaiting 

response 

 

156/2019  Confidential –  Construction of Sewerage Treatment Plant Facilities 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No S3.2.3 

DECISION  

Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 

costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Additional 

Sewage Treatment Facilities in Bourke 

Ongoing  
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168/2019  Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Annual Conference 

14th October to 16th October 2019 

Responsible Officer Mayor & General Manager 

File No L8.3-G2.2-M2.2 

DECISION  

Mayor and General Manager attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 

14th October to 16th October 2019 

Nominations 

Opened 

That Councillors who wish to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 

14th October to 16th October 2019 nominate prior to August 2019. 

Detail provided 

to July meeting 

 

201/2019  Bourke Levee Inspection 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works   

File No L3.1-L3.2 

DECISION  

That Council continue to seek funding to upgrade Stage Two (2) of the Richard 

Street Pumping Station. 

Plans being 

developed 

 

202/2019  Town Street Trees 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works 

File No T6.1 

DECISION  

1. Remove all dead street and park trees due to the safety issues To commence 

19/08/2019 

2. Replacement of the trees be deferred until water supply for the town is a 

little more certain 

To be 

completed 

3. Replacement trees be selected from species as identified in the Street Tree 

Masterplan 

To be 

completed 

 

204/2019  Draft Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

File No T5.1 

DECISION  

Council adopt the draft Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) and place on 

public exhibition for 28 days for comment. 

Advertised 

 

219/2019  Classification of Land as Operational Land  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No L1.16 

DECISION  

1. That Council advertise its intention to pass a resolution at the Ordinary 

Meeting of Council to be held on 26th August 2019 to classify 26 Oxley 

Street Bourke, Lot 1 DP 188273 which will be purchased by Council as 

Operational Land. 

Advertised 
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2. That in accordance with Section 34(3) of the LGA, Council consider any 

submissions received in relation to the proposed classification at the August 

meeting prior to resolving to classify the land as operational 

August 2019 

Meeting 

 

230/2019  Supply and Delivery of Bulk Fuel T481920OROC 

Responsible Officer Manager of Roads Mark Gordon 

File No F3.1-L8.21 

DECISION  

Council reject all tenders and in accordance with provision of Local Government 

Clause 178(3) of the General Regulation 2005 and enter into negotiations with 

suppliers with a view to entering into a contract for the Supply of Bulk Fuel 

Negotiations 

commenced 

 

232/2019  Energy/Electricity Contract – Mass Market 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No E3.7-L8.34 

DECISION  

1. That Council continue to engage Energy Management Services Done 

2. That in accordance with Section 55 (3) (i) of the Local Government Act and 

due to extenuating circumstances, Council not invite public tenders before 

entering into a contract during 2019 for the purchase of electricity for its 

mass market sites. 

In progress 

3. That the reason for such decision is the limited time between the sourcing of 

electricity supply prices from suppliers and the need for a decision, which in 

the case of Council are outside the parameters for the calling and holding of 

an Extraordinary Council Meeting. 

In progress 

4. That the Mayor in conjunction with the General Manager be authorised to 

accept the preferred contract. 

In progress 

5. That the General Manager be requested to submit a report in due course to 

a meeting of Council advising of the contract details. 

In progress 

 

239/2019  Lease of Land at Louth to Royal Flying Doctor Service for the Establishment 

of a Clinic 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

File No A11.1.4-L5.5-V1.5-LD-L11.1.3 

DECISION  

1. That Council approve the preparation of a Plan of Management in respect of 

the Land 

2. That the lease of the land be at a nominal amount of $100.00 per year 

3. That the General Manager seeks all appropriate approvals from Crown 

Lands 

Completed 

 

In progress 
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240/2019  Western Division Meeting 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No L8.5 

DECISION  

Council follow-up the issue of handing back of Regional Roads to the State 

Government with a view to determining the course of action  most suitable to 

Council and the residents of the Shire 

Meeting to be 

held 

 

243/2019  Round Three (3) of the Stronger Country Communities Fund 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No G4.86 

DECISION  

Council staff prepare a listing of potential projects for presentation to Council at 

a workshop prior to their presentation to Council at the August meeting for 

endorsement. 

See General 

Manager Report 

251/2019  Bourke Rams Clubhouse 

Responsible Officer Liam Rice, President – Rams– Junior Rugby Union Football Club 

Bernard Davis, President – Rams – Rugby Union Football Club 

File No P1.5-S4.6 

DECISION  

Council give in principle support to the proposal and a report be brought back 

to Council providing further details in relation to exact location, size of building 

and inclusions. 

Progressing 

 

265/2019  Confidential – Potential Strategic Land Purchases to Meet Operational 

Needs of Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A11.2.16 

DECISION  

Council delegate to the General Manager authority to ascertain the availability 

of land that may be required to meet the future operational requirements of 

Council and commence preliminary negotiations in relation to any purchase. 

Progressing 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 26th 

August 2019. 
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ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

File No: T6.2 

Report: 178/2019  Request for Tree Removal 

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

 

Background 

Bourke Shire Council received an email on 22nd August 2018 from the residents at Tudor Street 

Bourke about the possibility of the removal of three (3) Queensland Fig trees, Council responded on 

the 22nd August 2018 by letter agreeing to assess the trees, the assessment has since been completed 

by Council Manager Works. Some work was initially completed by the Town crew by pruning the 

trees for more visibility at the premises for the residents.  

 

A further complaint was received from the residents at Wortumertie Street Bourke, it’s claimed that 

the Queensland fig tree on the nature strip is a hazard and has previously died and came back, it is 

also stated that it’s causing damage to the town’s drainage system, this tree has also been inspected 

by the Manager Works.      

 

Report  

The residents have contacted Council about the removal of the) Queensland Fig trees due to a 

further break-in and the damage the trees caused. 

 

The trees are still in good condition, it’s claimed that the perpetrators have been using the trees at 

Tudor Street to hide and wait for the resident’s to leave before entering their premises. 

 

The request is for higher security for the premises by removing both Queensland Fig trees at 13 Tudor 

Street and for the removal of the tree from Wortumertie Street due to safety and damage concerns. 

 

Financial   

Estimated costs $8,000 for removal will come from Council Tree Removal Budget.  

         

Recommendation:  

For Councils consideration  

 

 

ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT – Late Report 

 

File No: W2.2.9 

Report:  204/2019  Drought – Water Update  

Responsible Officer: Peter Brown, Manager Works   

 

Background 

The Darling River at Bourke has stopped flowing since the 18th August 2018, with only minor flows 

entering the town weir pool, firstly from an environmental flow and then from the Culgoa River that 

have sustained the towns drinking water supply.     
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Currently the level of the Darling River is at 2.96m which is 1.04m from the top of the weir, the lowest 

record Council has since the 400mm foot valve was installed in the River for supplying drinking water 

for the town is 1.93m Level 5 Restrictions, this was archived by pumping the remaining water from the 

boat ramp bend into the weir pool, beyond this water level the pumps are untried. 

 

Current Situation 

Current estimates are that with no further inflow and summer fast approaching the remaining 2.96m 

should be sustainable until the end of November 2019, Council also has the option of shandying in 

bore water from Walkden’s and Stoney Rise bores to help supplement the river supply. 

 

The current bores and pumps at Walkden’s and Stoney Rise bores will supply the Bourke Water plant 

with 21 l/s or 1.8ML a day conservatively.  

 

Note: 

A new bore licence has been applied for to construct a further bore 10km west of Stoney Rise Bore  

Council are still working with Belvedere should the need arise to use that bore. 

  

The use of a desalination plant for the towns bores has been discussed with DoI Water, EPA, Health 

and Council staff, this plant would remove the sodium level from the towns drinking water supply 

during emergency water needs.  

 

Tenders have been received for 19km of 200mm auxiliary pipeline that will be constructed alongside 

the already laid 150mm pipeline into town from Walkden’s Bore to supply town with over 2.9ML of 

water a day should to river dry up. (Currently being assessed). 

 

Council have been able to acquire a 166 ML bore water licence from the Warrego ground water 

source to help supplement the 100ML licence of Walkden’s Bore. 

 

A water trader has been employed to explore further options of purchasing permanent water on 

behalf of Council to expand our current licence beyond the current 100ML.  

 

A pump is on standby should the need arise to pump water from isolated water holes along the 

Darling river into the Bourke drinking water weir pool.    

 

Public Works are currently completing an upgrade design of the Walkden’s bore pumping station to 

allow Council a maximum supply of 2.9ML from the bores to be treated before entering the Bourke 

WTP. 

 

Looking at options to construct further bores if needed. 

 

Financial Implications 

Council have received funding under the emergency water supply program, once the plan from 

Public Works is completed Council will again apply for funding to compete the necessary works to 

upgrade the bores.     

 

Recommendation  

That Council note the report on the current drought situation.  
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GENERAL MANAGER 

 

Background: 

Council is a member of the Far North West Joint Organisation of Councils and for the initial period of 

Operation of the JO the role of Executive Officer was undertaken by the General Manager of Cobar 

Shire Council Peter Vlatko in an acting capacity with Mark Riley undertaking the role of Project Officer. 

 

Each JO is required to appoint a permanent Executive Officer. 

 

Current Situation: 

Following the calling of applications with the assistance of Local Government Solutions, Mr Greg 

Lamont was appointed to the role of Executive Officer of the Far North West Joint Organisation of 

Councils and he commenced duties on the 15th July 2019. 

 

Financial Implications 

There are no significant financial implications for Council with the employment of the Executive 

Officer being the responsibility of the FNWJOC and all expenses met by that Organisation. 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the appointment of Mr Greg Lamont as the Executive Officer of the Far North West 

Joint Organisation of Councils. 

 

 

File No: R6.9.1 

Report: 180/2019 75th Murray Darling Association Conference  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl General Manager 

 

Background 

Registrations are now open for the Murray Darling Association's 75th National Conference and AGM 

to be held in Toowoomba, Tuesday, 22nd October, 2019 to Thursday, 24th October, 2019. This 

seminal event is an opportunity for Councils, business, industry, governments, agencies and 

stakeholders across the Murray-Darling Basin to exchange knowledge and ideas. 

 

The theme for this year’s MDA National Conference is Regeneration – focusing on a vibrant future for 

the communities of the Murray-Darling Basin and local government’s relationship to Australia’s 

intensifying agricultural productivity, and the drive for sustainability. 

 

Financial Implications 

There are costs involved in the registration, accommodation and travel to the conference and these 

are provided for in the annual budgetary provisions. 

  

File No L8.34 

Report: 179/2019 Appointment of Executive Officer of Far North West Joint Organisation of 

Councils 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Recommendation 

1. That Council note the report  

2. That the Mayor attend the 75th Murray Darling Association Conference to be held from 22nd 

 October 2019 

 

 

File No: P4.2 

Report: 181/2019     Delivery Program Review as at the 30th June 2019 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

The Delivery Program as at 30th June 2019 has been completed under separate cover and forwarded 

out to Councillors. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Delivery Program as at the 30th June 2019. 

 

 

Background: 

The New South Wales State Government has provided funding to Councils under what is known as 

the Stronger Countries Communities Fund (SCCF)  

 

Council has been the beneficiary of over two (2) million dollars under the fund which has enabled a 

number of projects to come off the wish list and become a reality. These projects have included the 

lighting at Davidson and Coolican Ovals and the proposed new Swimming Pool. 

  

Council has received advice from the Deputy Premier, the Hon. John Barilaro, MP regarding Round 

Three (3) of the NSW Government’s Stronger Country Communities Fund (SCCF).  

 

Round Three (3) of SCCF will provide an additional $100 million for community projects in regional 

NSW, and includes at least $50 million for youth-related projects. This brings the total funding for the 

Stronger Country Communities Fund to $400 million; and the total value of the Regional Growth Fund 

to $1.7 billion.  

 

Round Three (3) of SCCF opened on 1st July 2019 for 13 weeks to all eligible applicants. 

 

Complementing the Fund’s traditional focus on community infrastructure to improve everyday living, 

in 2019 there will be an increased focus on young people aged 12-24 years and a broader scope of 

eligible projects including programs as well as local infrastructure.  

 

After listening to feedback from applicants and the community, some changes will be introduced for 

SCCF Round Three (3).  

File No G4.86 

Report: 182/2019 Round 3 Stronger Country Communities Fund 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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These include: - 

1.   Extending the opening period to three (3) months  

2. Extending the funding period from two (2) years to three (3) years to allow applicants sufficient 

time to deliver projects  

3. Opening the round to applications directly from eligible community groups who will be 

responsible for delivering projects if successful  

4.   Not conducting choice modelling. Applicants will be required to provide evidence of 

community consultation and support for projects in the application  

 

The funding available for projects in Bourke Local Government Area is $764,313.  

 

Funding will be allocated to projects that clearly demonstrate community support for those projects 

and which align with the program objectives; noting at least 50 per cent of the Round Three funding 

available in each Local Government Area will be allocated to projects supporting young people. 

 

The availability of the funding has received widespread publicity. 

 

 A report was placed before Council at the last meeting where it was resolved  

 

“That Council staff prepare a listing of potential projects for presentation to Council 

at a workshop prior to their presentation to Council at the August meeting for 

endorsement”. 

 

Current Situation 

The workshop, as proposed in the Council resolution above was held on Tuesday, 20th August 2019 

and at that workshop details of how the Council has allocated funds received to date which has 

focussed on four (4) areas being:- 

a. The major sporting hub being Davidson Oval, Coolican Oval the Bourke War Memorial Pool 

and the PCYC area 

b. Central Park 

c. The CBD including linkages to the Wharf Area 

d. The ongoing development of the tourism product for Bourke 

 

The details are contained within the publication called “Growing Bourke and Community “which has 

been complied by Consultant Belinda Colless. 

 

The publication is attached to the business paper and a draft was previously made available at the 

workshop. 

 

The publication is also available on the Bourke Shire Website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

In addition to detailing the focus to date, it also details a strategic focus for future funding looking at 

the completion of much of the works required in the four (4) focus areas to see them completed. 

 

As part of the recommendations contained within the publication there is details regarding suggested 

priorities for Round three (3) of Stronger Country Communities as well as other works that should be 

considered as funding becomes available. 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Council should acknowledge the fact that they have ensured that work to date closely aligns to the 

priorities detailed in the Community Strategic Plan and the outcomes from a Strategic Workshop that 

detailed priorities for the development and improvement of sporting and recreational facilities in 

Bourke and District. 

 

Often it is said that Councils in some areas looks for community input to the strategic priorities and 

then largely ignores that input. This cannot be said in the case of Bourke Shire where work undertaken 

very much identifies with those community priorities. 

 

Financial Implications 

There is an amount of $764,313 available to Council and community groups under the funding 

proposal. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. Council note the Report in Relation to Round Three (3) of The Stronger Country Communities 

Fund 

2. Council note the Publication “Growing Bourke and Community” 

3. That Council Adopt the recommendations within the Publication ”Growing Bourke and 

Community” subject to any amendment to the priorities and proposed projects within the 

document. 

 

 

Background: 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in February 2018 a report was presented to Council 

suggesting that Council hold a meeting each year in one of the villages within the Shire.  

 

The taking of Council meeting to the villages within Bourke Shire Council is an ideal way of 

demonstrating just how Council works and provides an insight of Government working at a grass 

roots level. 

 

The August Meeting in 2018 was held in Louth and it was initially resolved that the 2019 August 

Meeting of Council be held in Enngonia 

 

Current Situation: 

The venue and time of the Meeting was changed to allow Councillors and Staff the opportunity to 

attend the funeral service of the former long serving member of Council’s Water and Waste Water 

Staff Barry Gale which was to be held at the same time as the proposed time of the Council meeting 

 

The change of time and date was advertised as required under the Local Government Act 

 

It is suggested the Ordinary Meeting scheduled for the 23rd September 2019 now be held at Enngonia 

in the War Memorial Hall. 

 

File No C12.1 

Report: 183/2019 Time and Venue of September Meeting of Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Arrangements will again be made with the Enngonia Progress Association and The Oasis Hotel to 

arrange.  

 

Details of transport on the day will be provided to Councillors closer to the date.  

 

Financial Implications 

There will be some additional costs to transport Councillors and Staff to Enngonia, however, these 

costs would be far outweighed by the community benefit. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council note the next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held in Enngonia on Monday, 23rd 

September 2019 

2. That Councillors and Management advise the Executive Assistant as soon as practical their 

availability to attend the September Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

3. That the change of meeting place be advertised in accordance with the provisions of Section 9 of 

the Local Government 1993 

 

 

Background: 

Council is in the process of purchasing 26 Oxley Street Bourke that will be used as a commercial 

premises. Once the purchase is complete the building will be leased out by Council for use as an 

Aboriginal Art Gallery and Studio. 

  

This land is identified as follows:- 

26 Oxley Street Bourke  

Being  Lot 1 DP188273 

 

As detailed at the June Meeting in accordance with section 25 of the Local Government Act 1993 

(LGA) land must be classified as either operational or community land. 

  

Section 31 of the LGA provides as follows 

31 Classification of land acquired after 1 July 1993  

(1) This section applies to land that is acquired by a Council after the commencement of this Division, 

other than:  

(a) land to which the Crown Lands Act 1989 applied before the acquisition and continues to 

apply after the acquisition, and  

(b) land that is acquired for the purpose of a road.  

(2) Before a Council acquires land, or within 3 months after it acquires land, a Council may resolve (in 

accordance with this Part) that the land be classified as community land or operational land.  

File No L1.1-L1.16 

Report: 184/2019 Proposed Classification of Land as being Operational  -Land 26 Oxley Street 

Bourke 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/cla1989134/
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/cla1989134/
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(2A) Any land acquired by a Council that is not classified under subsection (2) is, at the end of the 

period of 3 months referred to in that subsection, taken to have been classified under a local 

environmental plan as community land.  

(2B) While the land remains unclassified:  

(a) the land may not be used for any purpose other than that for which it was being used 

immediately before it was acquired, and  

(b) the Council may not dispose of any interest in the land.  

(3) A Council must not resolve under this section that land be classified as operational land if:  

(a) the land is classified as community land immediately before its acquisition, or  

(b) the resolution would be inconsistent with any other Act, the terms of any trust applying to 

the land or the terms of any instrument executed by the donor or transferor of the land.  

34 Public Notice to be given of classification or reclassification by Council resolution  

(1) A Council must give public notice of a proposed resolution to classify or reclassify public land.  

(2) The public notice must include the terms of the proposed resolution and a description of the public 

land concerned.  

(3) The public notice must specify a period of not less than 28 days during which submissions may be 

made to the Council.  

 

Current Situation 

The proposed intent to pass a resolution to classify 26 Oxley Street Bourke being lot 1 in DP 188273 

was advertised in the Western Herald allowing the statutory period of 28 days for the lodgement of 

submissions in relation to the proposed resolution 

 

No Submissions were received. 

 

 Financial Implications: 

The cost to Council for the classification of the land was limited to the cost of advertising and 

preparation of the various reports. 

  

Recommendation:  

That in accordance with section 31 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council classifies 26 Oxley 

Street Bourke being lot 1 DP188273 as Operational Land. 
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Background: 

Councillors are expected to comply with the adopted Code of Conduct in the undertaking of their 

civic duties and also expected to undertake training which will also assist them in undertaking their 

duties. 

 

Council is expected to provide a report on training provided during the year to Councillors and this 

Code of Conduct training will form part of this report. 

 

Current Situation: 

As part our Annual Staff Health and Well-Being Day to be held on the 9th September 2019 we have 

secured a number of good speakers covering a wide range of topics applicable to Council. 

 

The speakers include the a Local Government New South Wales accredited consultant to give a 

presentation on the  Code of Conduct as it applies to Councillors and staff. 

 

The presentation goes approximately 90 minutes and for the staff Health and Being Dayion will be 

split into two (2) 45 minute sessions. 

 

The presenter can deliver the course a number of times whilst they are in town and the opportunity 

will be taken to provide course to Councillors with the suggestion that it be held from 4.30-6.00pm 

on Monday, 9th September 2019 

 

It will deal with a broad overview of the Code of Conduct including the following areas:- 

1. Interaction between Councillors and staff 

2. Receipt of Gifts 

3. The use of Council resources  

4. Pecuniary and Non Pecuniary Interest 

 

Financial Implications 

The cost of the trainer will be met by staff training budget coupled with a portion of funding provided 

in the Operational Plan (Budget) for Councillor Training. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council note the opportunity to undertake the Code of Conduct training on the 9th 

September 2019 

2. That Councillors intending to participate notify the General Manager of that intent so that the 

required training material can be made available. 

 

 

File No P4.1-P4.1.4 

Report: 185/2019 Training in the Code of Conduct 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 

The award is in honour of Albert Robert Bluett who was an outstanding figure in Local Government, 

serving as the Secretary and Solicitor to the Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW for 30 

years. He was the authority on Local Government law, and his opinion was respected by the legal 

profession and ministers of the crown. He helped to write the Local Government Act of 1919. 

 

Following Bluett's death in April 1944, the Councils of NSW subscribed to a fund as a permanent 

memorial to his work. This money funds the bronze plaques, awarded to the winning Councils each 

year. His legacy also lives on through 'Bluett Local Government Handbook' often referred to as the 

Local Government bible. 

Current Situation: 

The A R Bluett Memorial Award has been awarded annually since 1945. The Award is contested each 

year by Councils in NSW who would like to be recognised as being the most progressive in the state. 

Entry is open to all NSW Councils irrespective of size or resources. 

 

The staff felt that Council had achieved a considerable amount over the past twelve months and took 

the opportunity to submit an application. 

 

The entry provided a great opportunity to reflect on what has been undertaken within the Shire and 

of the work on the Wanaaring Road, the proposed new Water Treatment Plant, the improvements in 

the CBD, a consolidation of the strong financial position all form part of the submission. 

 

There are two (2) categories for the award and the winners of each category will be announced at the 

Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales in October 2019 

 

Financial Implications. 

The entry fee for the award is $700.00 and will be met from existing budgetary allocation 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the submission lodged for the AR Bluett Award in respect of 2018. 

 

 
  

File No B4.1 

Report: 186/2019 Entry in the 2019 AR Bluett Award  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Background: 

Council has had restrictions of some type imposed on the areas of Bourke and North Bourke for over 

twelve months with the 18th August 2019 marking twelve months since water flowed over the Bourke 

Weir 

 

Current Situation: 

Restrictions at level three (3) have been imposed at the moment and restrictions will only get tighter 

as the long dry continues. 

 

For Councillors interest it should be noted that level three (3) restrictions were imposed last year on 

the 24th December 2019 with level four (4) then being imposed on the 29th January 2019. Level five (5) 

were imposed on the 28th April 2019. It should also be noted that it was only a five-week period of 

level three (3) but that was due in part to the extremely hot weather being experienced. The length of 

time at level three is expected to a little longer. 

 

During the tightened restriction provision still remains in place to ensure the maintenance of Councils 

Primary recreational areas. 

 

Financial Implication 

There are no significant direct costs to Council although there are significant indirect costs. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council note the report regarding the ongoing imposition of water restrictions 

2. That Staff continue to have regard to the need to review the level of water restrictions and the 

need to try and ensure that Councils primary recreational areas are maintained. 

 

 

Background: 

During the periods of imposition of water restrictions, Council receives numerous complaints 

regarding people who are failing to comply with those restrictions. 

 

The failure to comply is unfair on those residents who do comply and it is a case that everyone should 

be treated equally and there should be a regard to your fellow residents who are following the 

restrictions. 

 

  

File No W2.2.11 

Report: 187/2019 Water Restrictions for Bourke and North Bourke 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No E6.6-W2.2.11 

Report: 188/2019 Introduction of Penalties for the blatant and/or repeated disregard 

of Water Restrictions  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation: 

Council has had a number of reports over the past twelve months of people disregarding the 

restrictions. 

 

I think there is an expectation from the community that Council will try ensure that the restrictions are 

enforced and the inconvenience of water restrictions is borne with a degree of equity across the 

community, 

 

The provision of section 637 of the Local Government Act, provides that it is an offence to wilfully or 

negligently waste or misuse water from a public water supply. 

 

The maximum penalty is 20 penalty units. The penalty unit value is still $110.00 

 

A penalty notice can be issued on the occupier of the land where the waste or misuse of water has 

occurred. 

 

Council has the ability to issue on the spot fines of two (2) penalty points or $220.00 and will be 

looking to do so once level three (3) water restrictions are introduced. 

 

A warning may be issued before the issue of the on the spot fines as it is recognised that sometimes 

there may be a lapse of memory or concentration but those who are continually and blatantly 

ignoring the restrictions will be issued with the penalty. 

 

Once issued the penalty notice is then handled by the New South Wales Office of State Revenue              

and they will be responsible for the collection of the penalty and enforcing further action if the 

penalty notice remains unpaid. 

 

Financial Implication 

The level of on the spot fine of the penalty is $220.00 

 

Should there be the need to go to court this can go up to $2200.00 

 

Recommendation:  

1. Council note the ability to apply penalties to those who disregard the imposed water restrictions 

2. That Council note the issue of a warning notice (s) may be provided prior to the imposition of any 

penalty notice. 

3. That Council note that once issued the penalty notice is collected by the New South Wales Office 

of Revenue. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 189/2019  Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st July 2019 

Balances as per Bank Statement $2,086,436.50 

Plus: Deposit not shown $2,427.36 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $231,553.91 

Balance as per Cash Book $1,857,309.95 

 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st July 2019 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $21,200,840.85 $200,000.00 

Water $3,725,420.32  

Sewer $1,817,163.11  

Trust $127,296.82  

Total Funds $26,870,721.10  

 

Investments as at 31st July 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75% 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,663,165.15 2.68% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.60% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.62% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.50% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $4,444,127.32 Flex  Days  

Total Investments $25,013,411.15    

 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that 

the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s 

Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 31st July 2019 

Balance as per cash book $1,857,309.95 

Investments $25,013,411.15 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $26,870,721.10 

 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st July 2019 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 30th June 2019  31st July 2019 

General Fund $17,749,190.97 $3,451,649.88 $21,200,840.85 

Water Fund $3,657,563.54 $67,856.78 $3,725,420.32 

Sewer Fund $2,034,052.85 -$216,889.74 $1,817,163.11 

Trust Fund $123,446.10 $3,850.72 $127,296.82 

Investments -$23,002,858.43 -$2,010,552.72 -$25,013,411.15 

    

Totals $561,395.03 $1,295,914.92 $1,857,309.95 

 

Balance of all Funds as at 30th June 2019           $561,395.03 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $325,264.05 

(b) Other Cash  $6,934,993.21 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $3,953,789.62 

(b) New Investment  $2,010,552.72 

Balance as 31st July 2019 $1,857,309.95 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement 

of Bank Balances as at 31st July 2019 be noted. 

 

Leonie Brown 

Manager of Corporate Services 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 190/2019  Investment Report as at 31st July 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Introduction 

Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 

Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 

basis. 

 

Background 

The report is submitted monthly to Council. 

 

Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 

Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 

Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 

The management59, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 

Corporate Services. 

 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 

The 2019/20 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 

estimated return of 2.0%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds 

and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  

 

The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st July 2019 is $25,013,411.15. 

 

Investment income earned as at 31st July 2019 is $10,552.72. 

 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 

Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 

Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 

 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 

Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investments as at 31st July 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.50 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75% 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,087,189.67 2.73% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,663,165.15 2.68% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.60% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.62% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.50% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $4,444,127.32 Flex  Days  

Total Investments $25,013,411.15    

 

Term Deposits 

Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 

Average Investment Yield   2.39% 

 

Discussions/Comments 

The Investment portfolio increased by $2,010,552.72 during the period. 

 

The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The investment 

portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. 

 

The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new cap 

of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance with 

Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st July 2019 be received and noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
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File No: F1.4.6 

Report:191/2019  Financial Statements – 30th June 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Background 

Local Government Act 1993 (LGA) 

(1) A Council must prepare financial reports for each year, and must refer them for audit as soon as 

practicable (having regard to the requirements of section 416 (1)) after the end of that year. 

Note. Under section 416 (1), a Council's financial reports for a year must be prepared and audited 

within 4 months after the end of the year concerned, and under section 428 (2) (a) the audited 

financial report must be included in the Council’s annual report. [Section 413, LGA] 

 

Time for preparation and auditing of financial reports 

A Council's financial reports for a year must be prepared and audited within the period of four (4) 

months after the end of that year. [Section 416, LGA] 

 

Public notice to be given of presentation of financial reports 

(1) As soon as practicable after a Council receives a copy of the auditor's reports:- 

(a) Council must fix a date for the meeting at which it proposes to present its audited financial 

reports, together with the auditor's reports, to the public, and 

(b) Council must give public notice of the date so fixed. 

 

(2) The date fixed for the meeting must be at least 7 days after the date on which the notice is given, 

but not more than five (5) weeks after the auditor's reports are given to the Council. 

 

Note. Unless an extension is granted under section 416, the meeting must be held on or before 5 

December after the end of the year to which the reports relate. 

(3) The public notice must include:- 

(a) A statement that the business of the meeting will include the presentation of the audited 

financial reports and the auditor's reports, and 

(b) A summary, in the approved form, of the financial reports, and 

(c) A statement to the effect that any person may, in accordance with section 420, make 

submissions (within the time provided by that section and specified in the statement) to the 

Council with respect to the Council's audited financial reports or with respect to the auditor's 

reports. 

 

(4) Copies of the Council's audited financial reports, together with the auditor's reports, must be kept 

available at the office of the Council for inspection by members of the public on and from the date on 

which public notice of the holding of the meeting is given and until the day after the meeting (or any 

postponement of the meeting). [Section 418, LGA] 

 

Presentation of the Council's financial reports 

(1) A Council must present its audited financial reports, together with the auditor's reports, at a 

meeting of the Council held on the date fixed for the meeting. [Section 419, LGA] 
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Financial Implications 

Operational Plan and Budget 2018/2019 

 

Legal and Regulatory Compliance 

Local Government Act 1993 – Section 413 

Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting –March 2019. 

 

Risk Management Issues  

Compliance with legislative and regulatory obligations 

 

Internal/External Consultation 

NSW Audit Office – Client Service Plan 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council refers the Financial Reports as at 30th June 2019 for Audit. 

2. That the nominated elected members and staff be authorised to sign the Statement by Council on 

the Financial Reports for the year ending 30th June 2019 

3. That the Financial Reports and Audit Report be formally presented to Council at the next available 

Council meeting after the Audit and Financial Reports are received and notice has been given in 

accordance with the provisions of Section 419 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Policies 

 

File No: P4.1  

Report: 192/2019 Policy Review 

2.12.1(V3)Workplace Surveillance 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

Background: 

Council has been undertaking a systematic review of all its policies, reviewing those which have been 

developed previously and developing new policies as voids are identified. 

 

The existence of clear policies provides the staff and the public with clear guidelines and/or the 

requirements of Council. 

 

Current Situation: 

The Policy relating to has been reviewed by the MANEX team and the Employee Representative 

Committee (ERC) and is placed before Council for review and adoption, subject to any identified 

amendments. 

 

Financial Implications: 

No significant financial implications are anticipated. 

 

Recommendation:   

That Council adopt the Policy labelled, 2.12.1 (V3) - Workplace Surveillance 
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SECTION 2  

PART 2.12 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Workplace Surveillance 
 

 

Policy No:    2.12.1 (V3) 

 

Date Adopted:    27/06/2016 

 

Minute No:     287/2016 

 

Supersedes:    2.12.1 (V2) 

 

Proposed Review Date:   26/08/2022 

 

Responsible Officer:   Manager Environmental Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

Verified by General Manager.............................................. Verified by Mayor........................................................ 
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1. Intent 

This policy aims to provide a framework that ensures all employees are treated fairly and with respect, and for 

Council to meet its obligations under the Workplace Surveillance Act (2005) in performing workplace 

surveillance and notification of workplace surveillance practices. 

 

The objectives of this policy are to:- 

 To ensure that Bourke Shire Council complies with the requirements of the Workplace Surveillance Act 2005 

and Surveillance Devices Act 2007. 

 

2. Scope  

This Policy applies to all Council officials including Councillor’s, members of staff, members of Council 

committees, delegates of Council, and volunteers and contractors while in the workplace.  

 

3. Framework 

Council recognises its obligations to ensure, where reasonably practicable, a safe and healthy workplace for its 

employees and others. Technology advances now mean that most mobile devices have the functionality which 

includes that of camera, computer and tracking surveillance devices. Council in the course of its business uses 

these devices. Individual employees have similar capabilities with a Council supplied mobile device or their 

personal mobile device.  

 

An employee is at work for the purposes of this policy when the worker is:  

* At the employee’s usual Council workplace whether or not the employee is actually performing work at 

the time; or  

* At any other place while performing work for Council; or  

* Using Council vehicle, plant or equipment in the course of performing work for Council.  

 

The use of certain surveillance devices by Council:  

* Provides the potential to identify the geographical location of an employee or Council vehicle or plant 

and equipment;  

* Provides the potential to deter vandalism, assault or other criminal activity and reduce the risks 

associated for employees and other and capture evidence of criminal activity;  

* Allows for monitoring to manage the risks associated with non-compliance of Council’s Code of Conduct 

and Work Health and Safety (WHS) requirements;  

* Assists management to optimise performance, improve efficiency and improve customer service.  

 

In accordance with the Act, this policy addresses the following types of surveillance in the workplace:-  

* Camera surveillance – with the use of security video cameras 

* Computer surveillance – in relation to internet, software and email use, in accordance with Councils 

Internet and Email Usage Policy 

* Tracking surveillance – with the use of Global Positioning System (GPS) tracking devices in certain 

Council- owned plant and vehicles  
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4. Provisions 

4.1 Camera Surveillance  

Council may require designated areas to be under camera surveillance for operational, security and/or 

protection/ safety reasons. Council will erect visible signs informing people who enter or leave a workplace that 

camera surveillance is being carried out. Where Council intends to introduce surveillance cameras in the 

workplace, employees working in the designated area or areas shall be advised in writing fourteen (14) days 

prior to its commencement in accordance with the Act. For any cameras in existence at the time of adoption of 

this policy, staff will be duly notified by being advertised in writing of the adoption of this policy. Council will 

put in place visible signs informing people who enter or leave a workplace or public place that camera 

surveillance is being carried out. 

 

4.2 Computer Surveillance  

Computer surveillance is used for the general security of Council property or assets for the protection of 

Council related information and to ensure that Council’s computer resources are not misused. Computer 

resources are provided for business purposes related to an employee’s duties. Computer surveillance is 

continuous and ongoing. Council will investigate alleged breaches of the law or Council policies by staff using 

Council IT equipment and systems and this may involve accessing the employee’s computer and electronic 

records. 

 

4.3 Tracking Devices  

Council may carry out tracking surveillance for operational, security or protection/safety reasons. Councils fleet 

may be fitted with an electronic tracking device such as a GPS (Global Positioning System) to collect, interpret 

and record/store data including geographical location, movement and plant/vehicle function or activity. This 

surveillance is continuous and ongoing. Council will install visible signs in all vehicles fitted with tracking devices 

to inform all vehicle users that surveillance tracking is being carried out. The signs will state similar to the 

following “THIS VEHICLE MAY BE MONITORED BY A GPS TRACKING DEVICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH BOURKE 

SHIRE COUNCIL PROTOCOL” 

 

4.4 Covert Surveillance  

Council may apply to a Magistrate for an authority authorising covert surveillance of an employee only for the 

purpose of establishing whether or not one or more employees are involved in an unlawful activity while at 

work.  

 

4.5 Prohibited Surveillance  

Surveillance of an employee will not be carried out in any change room, toilet facility or shower facility at a 

workplace.  

 

Surveillance of any employee will not be carried out when the employee is not at work. The exception is that 

surveillance records may be used as part of an investigation if it is to investigate an allegation of inappropriate 

use by the employee of equipment or resources provided by or at Council’s expense. 

 

4.6 Notification to Employee’s 

Notification to employees will be in writing (which includes the use of email) for the purpose of complying with 

the Act.  

 

Existing employees of Council shall be notified of the installation and intent of surveillance measures through 

written advice of the adoption of this policy and any subsequent procedures. 

 

New employees shall be given notification of this Workplace Surveillance Policy as part of their offer of 

employment. By accepting employment with Council the employee will be consenting to the conduct of 

surveillance in accordance with this policy, immediately upon the commencement of employment with Council. 
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4.7 Access, use and disclosure of Surveillance Records 

Instances in which the use and disclosure of surveillance records might occur include:  

* Identifying the location of Council property or employees while at work (if not possible by other means) 

for operational or safety purposes including during emergency and significant weather events; 

* If there is an assault or suspected assault of a person; 

* If theft of Council property is suspected; 

* Criminal damage to Council equipment or facilities has occurred; 

* Allegations of breaches of Council’s Code of Conduct; 

* Allegations of unacceptable conduct; 

* A Notifiable SafeWork NSW incident; 

* Verify contracted hours are worked; 

* Where required under legislation such as to a law enforcement agency in connection with an 

environmental offence or alleged environmental offence, a criminal or alleged criminal offence or in 

connection with actual or potential legal proceedings 

* As reasonably believed to be necessary to avert an imminent threat of serious violence or substantial 

damage to property. 

 

Data shall only be released in compliance with the Act and other legislation and as prescribed by this policy. 

Non-compliance with duty of confidentiality requirements may render the employee liable to disciplinary 

action. All documents created in relation to this policy will be kept in accordance with the State Records Act 

1998 (NSW). Persons, including members of the public can make application to access Council’s data in 

accordance with the Government Information Public Access (GIPA) Act 2009 and the Privacy and Personal 

Information Protection Act (PPIPA) 1998. 

 

5. Accountabilities 

Council is committed to ensuring that the surveillance activities which it undertakes are in accordance with the 

Act. To assist in doing this, Council will adopt a policy for workplace surveillance and communicate with 

workers. 

 

5.1 General Manager 

 Ensure the workplace surveillance policy is implemented 

 Comply with the requirements of the Workplace Surveillance Policy 

 Have and approve access to information collected by workplace surveillance systems 

 Ensure managers and supervisors support, manage and apply this policy within their area  

 

5.2 Managers and Supervisors 

 Endeavour to ensure employees are aware and understand the Workplace Surveillance Policy 

 Make available education, information and support regarding the policy and its associated procedures 

 Apply the policy and its associated procedures fairly, reasonably and consistently  

 Comply with the requirements of the Workplace Surveillance Policy 

 Have access to information collected by workplace surveillance systems 

 Notify the General Manager or Human Resources of suspected breaches of the Workplace Surveillance 

Policy. 

 

5.3 Employee 

 Understand the policy and its associated procedures and comply with the stated requirements  

 Seek information, guidance and support where necessary to understand the policy and its associated 

procedures 

 Comply with the requirements of the Workplace Surveillance Policy 

 Notify Human Resources of suspected breaches of the Workplace Surveillance Policy 
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5.4 Human Resources 

 Provide information, guidance and support to management and employees. 

 Administer the process where alleged breaches/breaches of this policy and associated procedure are 

identified. 

 

6. Definitions 

Term Definition 

Surveillance Observation or monitoring by means of an electronic device such as a camera, 

computer, GPS system and through electronic access points and security 

gateways 

Camera Surveillance Surveillance by means of a camera that monitors or records visual images of 

activities on premises or in any other place.  

Computer Surveillance Surveillance by means of software or other equipment that monitors or 

records the information input or output, or other use, of a computer(including 

but not limited to the sending and receiving of emails and the accessing of 

internet websites); 

Employee As defined in the Industrial Relations Act (1996) and for the purposes of this 

Policy includes Council contractors, Councillors, persons performing voluntary 

work without remuneration, reward or obligation and any person authorised to 

undertake a Council function or activity while in the workplace. 

Tracking Surveillance Surveillance by means of an electronic device the primary purpose of which is 

to monitor or record geographical information or movement. 

Workplace Means premises, or any other place where employees work or any part of such 

premises or place. 

 

Surveillance information  Means information obtained, recorded, monitored or observed as a 

consequence of surveillance of an employee  or worker 

Covert Surveillance  Means surveillance of an employee or worker while at work for an employer 

carried out or caused to be carried out by the employer and not carried out in 

compliance with the requirements of Part 2 of the Workplace Surveillance Act. 

Award Local Government (State) Award 2017, or its successor 

 

7. Linkages 

7.1 Applicable Legislation 

This policy is to be read in conjunction with the following:-  

 Industrial Relations Act 1996 (NSW) 

 Local Government Act 1993 (NSW)  

 Local Government State Award  

 State Records Act 1998 

 Workplace Relations Act 1996 (Cth) 

 Workplace Surveillance Act 2005 and associated Regulations 

 Surveillance Act 2007  

 

7.2 Related Policies and Procedures 

Please refer to the following policies/procedures:  

 Code of Conduct 

 Respect at Work 

 Work Health & Safety   

 Internet and Email Usage policy  
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8. Review 

This Policy will be reviewed every three (3) years or as required in the event of legislative changes. Any 

amendment to the Policy must be by way of a Council Resolution or the approval of the General Manager. 

 

8.1 Policy Amendments  

Version Date Approved Description of Changes 

2.12.1 (V3)  Policy Re-written 
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Précis of Correspondence 

 

File No: A7.3 

Report: 193/2019 Union Picnic Day – Proposed Date 

Author: Melanie Hayman & Lynette Gooch 

 

Requesting that Council grant the Bourke Shire Council Union members their Picnic Day on Friday, 4th 

October 2019 and also ask if Council would assist with a donation towards the cost function. 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council give $250 towards the provision of lunch on the day and advertise the closure of Council 

facilities involved for that day. 
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File No: D5.2 

Report: 194/2019 Financial Assistance to the Community  

Author: Jenny Brown, Coordinator  

Yaana Ngunna Baaka Corroborees Festival  

 

Requesting support in the amount of $453.00 to assist in holding the Corroboree Yaana Ngunna 

Baaka to heal the Darling River. 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council support the Yaana Ngunna Baaka Corroborees Festival with the funds coming from the 

Community Youth Funding. 
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Monday, 26th AUGUST 2019 
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Engineering Services Activity Report 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report: 195/2019 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Christopher Morrall - Roads Supervisor 

 

The following information outlines works completed from the 12th July to 9th August 2019 inclusive. 

 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Wongareena Plain  Sealing Works Commenced  

RLR 3 Twin Rivers Road  Top Grade Completed 

RLR 49 West Culgoa Road Top Grade Completed 

  

2. SOUTH SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 68 Louth Road Bourke to Louth Full Grade Completed 

MR 407 Louth to Cobar Road Full Grade Completed 

RLR 10 Tooralé Road Top Grade Completed 

 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 405 Wongareena Plain Sealing Works Commenced 

 

4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

State Highways Routine Maintenance 

Main Roads Routine Maintenance 

Town Streets Patching 

 

Staff Training Nil 
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5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried 

out 

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 

Public toilets cleaned & maintained 

Clean facilities 

General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Prepare grounds for park run 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Junior Joeys Soccer 

Prepare grounds for Junior rugby union training 

Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Barwon Darling Rugby League training 

Prepare grounds for Senior Rugby Union training 

Prepare grounds for the commencement of Barwon Darling Rugby League 

Grand Final 

Prepare grounds for commencement of Bourke Rugby Union  

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 

Prepare ground for Mobile Playgroup 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Prepare grounds for Louth Races 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Staff Training Nil 
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6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 

Weekly Town mowing 

Relieving Staff in garbage truck 

Daily-Main street programme 

Daily airport Inspections 

Monthly airport inspections Louth & Wanaaring 

Cemetery Prepared graves:  27/7/2019 and remove headstone, 31/7/2019 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Nil 

Sundry Debtors 1452-Gravel 

 1453-Crusher Dust 

General Davidson Oval cricket nets, cold mix approaches 

 Remove rubbish from Anson Street 

 Poison race course around fence line 

 Put new shelters together for rest areas 

Erect new street signs ongoing 

Sand to fill holes at Sisters of Mercy 

Abandon car  

Davidson Oval dug out cold mix replace with ridge gravel and compact 

Airport poisoning 

Cold mix trip hazard at doctor Surgery 

Depot poisoning 

Erect bollards levee bank for new footpath 

Mow 5km rest area Cobar Road 

Concrete new slabs North Bourke Boat Ramp 

Pressure wash main street and bakery 

New tables completed at North Bourke Boat Ramp 

Remove dead animal from Tudor Street 

EPA remove rubbish from North Bourke, old bike track 

Pick up frame for Darling Park  

Crane –Darling Park 

Take chairs to Enngonia 

Prune trees Darling Park over concrete slab 

Dig trench back of shire office for new cables 

Water Byrock, Louth and Enngonia donated 

Cold mix main street trip hazards from trenches programme 

Back push tip 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant no Rego Description Work Carried Out 

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo 
Auto electrician looking at fault, change filters for 

transmission, new water pump and thermostat fitted 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo Service carried out 

139 BR53WH Caterpillar Service carried out 

150 BV55RE Caterpillar 12M Blew out, picked up line for fuel 

178 CO73PY Isuzu 
Replaced broken line, removed and charge up batteries and 

refit back to vehicle 

101 CS92FY Ford Ranger Service carried out, rotate tyres on ute 

16 DYU31F Toyota Prado Service carried out 

260 CT96NB Ford Ranger 

Fit out new vehicle for use, Fit 2-way radio, flashing light, 

meter reader, phone booster, fitted toolbox, fitted mudguard, 

driving lights, fit air bags and Anderson plug 

236  
REMKO Pump 

and Trailer 
Braces welded to fuel tank brackets to support weight 

204  Hyster Tighten alternator belt to make change to keep running 

231 X22672 2011 Kohler Service carried out 

43 S74389 Sykes Fit new batteries 

72 BC83YB John Deere New fan belt fitted 

92 CA52JC 
2014 Western 

Star 

Service carried out, new exhaust piece fitted, new o-rings 

fitted, ordered new ad blue tank (old one leaking), changed 

PTO switch 

148 TC60FS Dolly 
Repair all wiring, will need a steed cover made at some stage 

to protect wires 

237 N774487 
Holmwood 

Highgate 
New hubs and bearings fitted 

68 X50802 Moore Replaced all rocker box bushes in trailer 

69 X50803 Moore 
Welded new hangers back on and fitted mudguard, replaced 

all rocker box bushes 

76 P95814 Moore 
Fault in diverter valve, didn’t get working properly, ordered 

new valve 

93  Colorado Service carried out, replaced battery 

97 YUB437 Isuzu New rear shock fitted 

173 YGU33N Mazda BT 50 
Service carried out, Fixed driving lights with new bolts in 

brackets 

55 CQ28KZ 
Mitsubishi 

Pajero 
Service carried out 

30 CF76DI Nissan Put new battery and battery box in so not to short out 

111 TB60BR Dolly Replace mudflaps 

25 YII01D Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

33 YII01E Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

4 CQ56VW Ford Everest Jump started car, run test and check battery 

106 63722D Toro Mower Service carried out 
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44 YII29T Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

50 CL16AC Kenworth  
Remove old bushes and mounts, replaced rear and front 

mounts 

235  
Cummings 

Generator 
Service carried out 

511 73229D 
Smooth Drum 

Roller 
New hydraulic oil filter fitted 

65 BG97LI John Deere Fitted new compressor, repaired parts to fit lift mechanism 

404 CI35TV Isuzu 

Service carried out, Replaced mirrors and blinko assembly on 

door, put new mirrors on, fixed up blinker in LH door, fix 

flashing light 

13 YII01F Mazda BT 50 
Checked oil leak in vehicle, under warranty, sending to John 

Davis Motors 

37 AJ01DM Isuzu Replaced batteries 

172 CL38AZ Isuzu 
Service carried out, repaired fridge wiring, repaired wiring in 

cab 

32 BM39KN Isuzu 

New shaft fitted, joiner taken out of Anderson plug and 

replaced with new one, make new steel frame for compressor, 

make new generator stand and bolt on 

506 XN65HG Kenworth 
Service carried out, found noise in toolbox, will need to be 

modified when in town next 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino Fit new speakers and wire in 

Staff Training Pink Slip 
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8. Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance-  

72 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

9 Wilson Street Sewer Choke 

6 Sturt Street Sewer Choke 

18 Meek Street Sewer Choke 

10 Culgoa Street Sewer Choke 

74 Mitchell Street Sewer Choke 

8 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

9 Short Street Sewer Choke 

101 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

3 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

20 Meek Street Sewer Choke 

17 Wilson Street Sewer Choke 

69 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

18 Meek Street Sewer Choke 

6 Glen Street Sewer Choke 

Back O Bourke Centre Sewer Choke 

11 Mitchell Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

5 Yanda Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

26 Darling Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

Darling Street North Bourke Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

Pool Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main 

17 Yanda Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main 

101 Darling Street Dug 150mm filtered water main and repaired main 

7 Sturt Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

3 Adelaide Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

104 Hope Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

1.- Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

Renshaw Rd Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

Mitchell Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

PCYC Repair leaking toilets 

5 Richard Street Low raw water pressure, blow out and clear 

Wortumertie Street Replaced stand pipe at WTP 

10 Mitchell Street Install storm water pit 

Byrock No water electrical fault 

Renshaw  Install caravan dump point 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Clara Hart Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Training Nil 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis  

 

Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 

Percentile 

Concentration 

Limit 

Nov 

2018 

Test 

Dec 

2018 

Test 

Jan 

2019 

Test 

Feb 

2019 

Test  

Mar 

2019 

Test 

Apr 

2019 

Test 

May 

2019 

Test 

Jun 

2019 

Test 

Jul 

2019 

Test 

Aug 

2019 

Test 

Sept 

2019 

Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 3 3 5 <2 <2 <2 5 <2 <2   

pH  6.5-8.5 8.29 8.72 8.46 9.44 8.77 9.22 8.66 9.13 9.19   

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 5 3.5 8.9 10.5 14.3 9.3 10.4 6.3 5   

Phosphorus 

(total) 
mg/L 10 2.4 1.3 1.7 1.10 2.38 1.6 2.4 1.6 2.5   

Total suspended 

solids 
mg/L 20 16 21 62 150 114 101 46 17 44   

Biochemical 

oxygen demand 
mg/L 15 11 9 22 18 36 24 26 19 24   

 

Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the 

above exceedances.   

 Rainfall in Bourke for July 2019 was 15.8mm 

 Hottest day for July 2019 was 24.3degrees 

 Coldest day for July 2019 was 0.1degrees 

Recommendation: 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 26th August 2019. 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 196/2019 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Coordinator, Development & Regulatory Services 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Delegated Authority 

or Council 

Consent 

Type & 

Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 

2019/0013 

Lot 34, DP 751867 

26 Tarcoon Street, 

Bourke 

Installation of 2 x two bedroom 

transportable dwellings 

Total value of Approved works for July 2019 = $666,090 

No. of Development Application Approvals for July 2019 = 1 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for July 2019 = 0 

 

File No: A8.1 

Report: /2019 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 5 0 

Seized 0 1 

Surrendered 8 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 13 1 

Euthanased 0 1 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-homed 13 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 0 0 

Total 12 1 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 1112 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  

 

Recommendation: 

That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 26th August 2019 be received and noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 197/2019 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

18th July 2019 

 

The Rural Fire Service has introduced an initiative called AIDER which is an acronym for Assistance for 

Infirm, Disabled and Elderly Residents.  AIDER is a one off free service supporting residents to live 

safely and confidently in areas where bush fires may start. 

 

The property must be bushfire prone, meaning an area of land that can support a bushfire or is likely 

to be subject to bushfire attack. AIDER Services may include:- 

 Thinning vegetation 

 Removing leaves, sticks and fallen branches 

 Trimming branches from around and overhanging the home 

 Mowing or slashing long grass 

 Cleaning Gutters 

 

If you think you may be eligible call 02 8741 4955. 

 

 

Work continues on the Wongareena Plains section of the upgrade of the Main Road 405 (Wanaaring 

Road) with the formation of 12.5km of subgrade being completed. 

 

Pushing of gravel required has been completed at Folly’s Tank Pit. 

 

The sealing work continues with a further 4.5 kilometres of seal to be put down on Wednesday, 17th 

July 2019. 

 

In addition to the funding provided by the Fixing Country Roads Program, Council has allocated a 

further $800,000.00 from the Regional Road Repair Programme. 

 

The project is possibly the largest job undertaken by Council Staff in the last couple of decades and 

has created considerable employment opportunities with additional staff having to be recruited to 

supplement the workforce available via the permanent complement of staff. 

 

 

For those who are interested in keeping abreast of the amount of work that has been completed to 

date and the amount for which funding has been allocated  to date on the Wanaaring Road the  

following breakdown will provide some valuable information. 
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Wanaaring Road Statistics 

Total Length – 181.12 km 

Total sealed before Fixing Country Road Project commenced – 49.49 km 

 

Fixing Country Roads Works – Sealing Completed 

Stage 1 Gumbalie – 12.75km 

Stage 2 Poison Point – 19 km 

Fixing Country Roads – Works in Progress 

Stage 3 Wongareena Plain – 12.5 km 

 

Fixing Country Roads – Works to be started 

Stage 4 Goonery to Barrakee – 20 km  

 

Roads to Recovery Funding- Sealing Completed 

Wangamanna Section – 1.5 km 

 

TOTAL WORKS COMPLETED OR FOR WHICH FUNDING HAS BEEN ALLOCATED – 65.75 KM 

 

This leaves a balance for which funding will need to be sourced of 65.88 kilometres. 

  

Council staff have lodged an application for a further $8.5 million which if successful will allow for the 

reformation and sealing of another 35 kilometres. 

 

The possibility of having the road to Wanaaring sealed was a dream a few years ago but is something 

that is well within reach of completion if similar levels of funding can be obtained. 

 

 

On the Rural Local Road Network (RLR) a full formation grade has been undertaken on, RLR 29 

Emaroo Road, whilst the roads in the Louth area are being prepared for the significant increase in 

traffic due to the Louth Races which are scheduled for the 10th August 2019. Maintenance grading is 

currently underway on RLR 3 Twin Rivers. 

 

  

Work has been completed on the shared pathway on the levy between the Wal Mitchell Wharf  

Precinct  with 250 metres completed with stage two (2) involving 350metres of pathway between 

Darling and Tudor Streets scheduled to commence in a couple of weeks. 

 

These are the first two (2) stages of a walk that will hopefully see the linkage of the Wharf to North 

Bourke via the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. 

 

 

As of Tuesday, 16th July 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke for 

332 days. 
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The twelve month mark is the 18th August 2019 which is looking to become a reality unless there is 

some significant rain over the next few weeks. 

 

 

The current level of water restrictions remains on Level Two (2) and will remain on that level for at 

least another couple of weeks given the current rates of usage, levels of evaporation and minimal 

inflows. 

 

The height of the weir at Bourke was 3.12 metres over the weekend and that was a drop of 

approximately three (3) centimetres over the past week. 

 

The relaxing of restrictions has allowed residents to be able to water their established trees and plants 

and this was very well supplemented by the 15 millimetres of rain last week. 

 

As I have said previously the outlook is not good so Council will be monitoring the water situation 

closely and taking action to ensure that water is used wisely. 

 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on Monday, 22nd July 2019 and will 

commence at 9.15am. 

 

Persons who wish to address Council on any matters on the agenda can do so at a public forum 

convened each meeting day commencing at 9.00am. 

 

Persons wishing to speak are encouraged to contact the Executive Assistant to the Mayor and 

General Manager, Kai Howard-Oakman on 026830800. 

 

 

At 11.00am next Thursday, 18th July, the Bureau of Meteorology will be broadcasting a live Webinar on 

drought conditions around the country. This will include a closer look at the impacts of drought on 

water resources. One of the areas of focus is the northern Murray-Darling Basin. It's an interactive 

format and participants can submit questions before and during the Webinar.  

 

The link to the webinar is here is the link - http://ow.ly/1Pjb50uT9Cz , everyone is welcome.  

 

In other interesting information supplied by the Bureau it appears that the rainfall in the Namoi, 

Castlereagh, Condamine-Balonne, Warrego and Paroo basins is the lowest for 30 months. Rainfall in 

the Border Rivers and Gwydir is the lowest for 24 months. 

 

Little wonder we have such severe drought conditions. 

 

 

Australia Post has announced the launch of the 2019 Australia Post Community Grants program.  

 

http://ow.ly/1Pjb50uT9Cz
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The program offers grants of up to $10,000 for eligible projects that help people connect with each 

other to address local needs. 

 

Funding may be awarded to eligible recipients, to support initiatives that:- 

 help people connect with each other through group activities (e.g. volunteering programs, 

civic engagement and environmental activities); 

 reduce barriers to participation in community life (e.g. transport, ability to pay, or access to 

community spaces); and/or 

 Develop skills and leadership capability to strengthen social and community networks. 

 

To be eligible, organisations must:-      

 be an incorporated not-for-profit organisation 

 provide community benefit 

 be located within Australia 

 provide services within Australia 

 have an ABN (see the Australian Business Register for more information) 

 have an Australian bank account that corresponds to the organisation’s ABN (individuals are 

not valid account holders). 

If you have a community group or organisation you think would benefit from a grant of up to $10,000 

and meets the eligibility criteria, please let them know about this opportunity. Please note, 

Government entities, sole traders and educational institutions are not eligible.  

 

You can learn more at auspost.com.au/grants 

 

 

The Minister for Local Government, the Hon. Shelley Hancock, MP has announced a number of 

legislative changes that will impact on Councils. 

 

These include:- 

 Councils have until 1 October 2019 to resolve to enter into arrangements with the Electoral 

Commissioner, or an electoral services provider, to administer the 2020 ordinary Council 

elections, and have until 1 January 2020 to enter into these arrangements (commenced). 

 Councils formed in 2016 will be having their rate path freeze extended until 1 July 2021, unless 

they resolve to apply to the Minister to vary the existing rates path freeze determination and 

the determination is varied (commenced). 

 The tendering threshold, below which Councils do not have to undertake a competitive 

tendering process, has been increased to $250,000. However, the threshold for contracts 

involving services provided by Council employees at the time of entering the contract remains 

at $150,000 (commenced). 

 The Public Interest Disclosures Act 1994 has been amended with the intention of allowing 

Councils to report on their obligations under that Act in their own annual reports under the 

Local Government Act 1993, rather than by the current requirement to table a special report in 

http://www.auspost.com.au/grants
http://www.abr.business.gov.au/
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Parliament (commenced). Councils should also note that further changes to relevant legislation 

and regulations will be made to facilitate this. 

 Councils can procure the services of pre-qualified disability employment organisations 

approved under the Public Works and Procurement Act 1912, without having to go to 

tender (commenced). 

 Councils should also note that the Minister intends to enable, by a future regulation, Councils 

to access the National Prequalification System for Civil Construction (Roads and Bridges) 

Contracts after further consultation. 

 Councils are able to delegate regulatory functions to another Council, and to joint 

organisations of which they are not a member, with approval of that Council or joint 

organisation. Further, joint organisations will be able to sub-delegate regulatory functions to 

their committees, in addition to their Executive Officer (commences by proclamation). 

 Regulations are able to be made to exempt Councils from the need to publicly notify fees 

relating to certain defined commercial activities and from the need to determine those fees 

based on an adopted pricing methodology. This will ensure Councils are not placed at unfair 

disadvantage during commercial negotiations (commences by proclamation). 

 Regulations are able to be made to prescribe a scheme for mutual recognition of Council 

approvals for regulatory activities issued under section 68 of the Act (commences by 

proclamation). 

 

We all live in a rapidly changing world and it can become difficult at times to keep up with these 

changes however it is imperative for the smooth operation and legislative compliance that staff keeps 

abreast of the changes. 

 

In a previous column I noted that that the President of Local Government New South Wales, Linda 

Scott had said that in part of one of their recently released reports IPART found that at the time of 

writing that report, which would have been in 2015 or 2016, Councils had around 120 regulatory 

functions, involving 300 separate roles that are set down in 67 State Acts administered by 31 State 

Government agencies. 

 

The change to the structure of the State Government has again seen a change as to the various 

reporting mechanism and though not significant the changes do result in the groupings of 

responsibilities under various Minister and there are changes to the lines of responsibility.  

 

 

Like many businesses Bourke Shire had to upgrades communication technology to cater for the 

introduction of NBN. The transition was relatively smooth and with our reliance on telephone 

communication it was important that it did.   

 

The transition was certainly a team effort and it was good to receive the following note from the 

principal of the installation firm in regards to the quality of our network and the assistance provided 

 

 “The state of the network, the quality of each site, the pre-prep work and the help you have provided is 

unparalleled. 
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We do a number of regional Councils and the difference between Bourke Shire’s LAN, infrastructure & 

mapping is by far and away light years ahead of them all.  

 

So again thank you, I know our guys on site appreciate it and it is really nice to work with a true 

professional”. 

 

It is not often that Council receives positive comments such as this so it is nice to be able to pass the 

comments to the staff involved – a job well done. 

 

  

The 2019/2020 rate notices will be issued shortly with the first instalment due on the 30th August 2019.  

 

 

The Mayor Councillor Barry Hollman and I will be attending an Extraordinary Meeting of the Far North 

West Joint Organisation of Councils to be held in Dubbo on Friday. 

 

 

The environmental Flow whilst providing a good flow at Brewarrina will not reach Bourke with the 

level of water flowing across the Brewarrina Weir declining significantly late last week. 

 

It took the Northern Fish Flow two (2) months to reach Brewarrina over the dry river bed. The flow 

travels much slower when the river bed is so dry than when it is wet. For example, in the same time 

period of two (2) months, a similar sized flow of water for the environment from the same dams in 

2018 (the Northern Connectivity Event) had made it past Wilcannia, over an additional thousand river 

km’s downstream of Brewarrina. Additionally, the seepage into the river bed is much higher when it is 

dry: initial calculations of the ‘losses’ between Collarenebri and Walgett show that they are about five 

(5) times greater for the current Northern Fish Flow than the 2018 Northern Connectivity Event. 

 

 

Bourke Rotary Club held is Annual Changeover Dinner on Monday with Pat Canty to take over the 

Presidency from Leonie Brown and Kristy Kennedy assumes the role as secretary of the Club whilst 

Lisa Crothers continues in the role of Treasurer. 

 

Whilst only a relatively small club the  Bourke Rotary Club members have certainly ensure that they 

achieved one of the objectives of Rotary; in providing valuable service to the community. 

In her Annual Report, outgoing President, Leonie Brown detailed some of the projects which have 

been undertaken over the past twelve months and the fund raising activities which have been 

conducted to allow much of the work in the community to be undertaken. 

 

Later this year Rotary will partner with Bourke Shire in the local coordination of the Tour De OROC 

which will raise funds for the Macquarie Homestay. 
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Whilst the tourist season got off to a relatively slow start, there seems to be an increase number of 

tourist coming to Bourke and many of them are electing to stay for extended periods. 

Bourke’s reputation as a destination continues to grow it is important that as a community we 

enhance the town’s reputation as a friendly and welcoming community. 

 

As I have mentioned previously, Bourke’s iconic status in Australian folklore make it a “must see” 

destination for many people who wish to experience the outback area of the state.  

 

Whilst the inability of the PV Jandra to be utilised due to the extremely low river levels that have been 

experience over the past few months has meant the temporary loss of one of the major tourist draw 

cards attractions it has also meant that we have been able to ensure the other attractions and places 

of interest are promoted and visitation to these increased. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

There are two (2) days in the year that we cannot do anything – yesterday and tomorrow.   

Mahatma Ghandi 

 

 

25th July 2019 

 

I took the opportunity to attend the Bush Summit held in Dubbo last Thursday and was impressed 

with the level of organisation coupled with the range of speakers who were able to attend. 

 

The Bush Summit was organised by the Daily Telegraph and attracted a wide range of participants 

from all sectors of the community including Local Government. 

 

The Summit focussed on creating a great deal more emphasis on the impact of the sustained drought 

not only on those farmers and their families directly impacted but the communities that supported 

the agricultural industry. It was highlighted that the drought has far reaching impacts and I think this 

point is often lost on many people on the eastern seaboard. To that end I think it achieved its 

objective with an excellent level of media coverage being secured with television, radio and the print 

media giving the Summit extensive coverage. 

 

The attendance of the Prime Minister, the Hon. Scott Morrison, PM, Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon. 

Michael McCormack, MP, the Leader of the Federal Opposition, the Hon. Anthony Albanese, MP, the 

Acting Premier of New South Wales, the Hon. John Barilaro MP and the newly elected Leader of the 

State Government, Leader of the Opposition, Jodi Mackay, MP together a number of Senior Federal 

and State Ministers with a number of other Parliamentarians from all parties was an indicator of just 

how serious the drought is and the impact it was having on so many lives. 

 

It was hoped that some sort of funding announcement would be made, however, that didn’t occur 

but there seemed to be a general consensus that further funding would become available with the 

drought funding receiving ongoing consideration at both a Federal and State Level. 
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There was a thirteen point communique which came out of the meeting and these are listed below:- 

1. Prioritise new water infrastructure projects now 

2. Legislate the ”right to farm and keep activists off our farms in the next Parliamentary sitting 

3. Streamline State and Federal legislation to enable job creating projects 

4. Extend the NSW payroll tax threshold to $1 million for regional businesses 

5. Delivering regional mental health out comes 

6. Tax incentives to encourage debt payment and drought preparation in good times 

7. Create a permanent “Rural Advisory Panel” by the end of August 2019 

8. Identify opportunities for decentralisation 

9. Explore visa options to ensure working in the bush is more accessible and attractive 

10. Get NEW Blackspot Free for voice and data by 2025 

11. Call on Destination NSW and Tourism Australia for a dedicated “Visit the Bush” campaign. 

12. Minimum Standard for Country Towns 

13. Launch the Bush Telegraph Awards to celebrate all that is great about Regional NSW 

 

All the thirteen objectives have merit but of my view one (1) of the critical points is that to enable the 

provision of minimum standards for country towns. Towns require a basic standard of infrastructure 

and facilities to be able to provide the health, educational and social needs of the communities which 

they serve. The isolation and small populations often mean that some of these facilities would never 

be provided if you apply measures such as “Cost Benefit Ratios” (CBR) measured in dollar terms, but if 

you applied a similar ratio based on social amenity it would be readily reached. 

 

The Australian bush has over the last 200 years provided an invaluable contribution to the Australian 

economy and the term “Australia Rides on the Sheep’s” back was borne out of that contribution. The 

wool industry has made a significant contribution to the economy over many years. The sheep 

industry may have taken a back seat to the mining industry, but the location of those mines is largely 

in rural and reasonable remote areas and we need people to be prepared to live in these areas and 

provided the level of service commensurate with potential residents expectations and the concept of 

a minimum standard certainly has considerable merit. 

 

 

Advice has been received that The Public Exhibition for the Draft Water Resource Plan and Draft 

Water Sharing Plan for the alluvial groundwater sources of the Darling valley has commenced and will 

conclude on Friday, 23rd August 2019. 

This is one of 20 water resource plans in New South Wales to be released for public exhibition ahead 

of accreditation by the Commonwealth Government and implementation in 2019 

You can obtain further information on the Plan by visiting the following website and reading the draft 

plan and draft water sharing plans. https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/darling-alluvium-wrp 

Alternatively you can attend one of the scheduled information sessions to hear more about:- 

 The progress and development of the NSW Water Sharing Plans 

 The draft Darling Alluvium Water Resource Plan 

 The proposed changes to the Water Sharing Plan arrangements 

 How to make a submission 

https://water.cmail19.com/t/t-i-bjlkttk-l-y/


Business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire Council Offices at 29 Mitchell 

Street, Bourke on Monday, 26th August 2019 at 2.00pm 

 

This is page 66 of 93 the business paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Council Chambers at Bourke Shire 

Council Offices at 29 Mitchell Street, Bourke on Monday, 26th August 2019 at 2.00pm 

 

There will be Public information session in Bourke on Tuesday, 6th August 2019 between 9.30am - 

12.00pm at Diggers on the Darling, 23 -25 Sturt Street Bourke NSW 2840. 

 

(Please note the Bourke session will also cover the Great Artesian Basin Shallow Water Resource Plan 

and the Intersecting Streams Surface Water Resource Plan). 

 

 

As of Tuesday, 23rd July 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke for 

339 days which is only 26 days from the twelve (12) month mark on the 18th August 2019. 

 

The current level of water restrictions remains on level two (2) and will remain on that level for at least 

another couple of weeks given the current rates of usage, levels of evaporation and minimal inflows. 

 

The height of the weir at Bourke was 3.09 metres over the weekend dropping at a rate of 

approximately three (3) centimetres per week. 

 

  

The 2019/2020 Rate notices have been issued and the first instalment is due on the 31st August 2019. 

 

 

The environmental flow, whilst providing a good flow at Brewarrina it will in all likelihood not reach 

the Bourke weir pool with the level of water flowing across the Brewarrina Weir continuing to decline 

late last week. 

 

There was still flow in the upper reaches of the river system, albeit small, but none the less the water 

has continued to make its way down the system. Unfortunately, the flow is still looking very unlikely to 

meet up in sufficient volume with the water received via the Culgoa earlier in the year to make any 

substantive increase in the weir pool at Bourke. 

 

With the water continuing to flow at Beemery last Monday evening and there was in excess of 70 

megalitres per day flowing at that gauge it provides for a little bit of optimism. 

 

 

Council was represented at the “Metering Roadshow “conducted by the Natural Resource Access 

Regulator by Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie Brown. The Roadshow addressed the 

requirements for all those pumping from the Barwon Darling River to be compliant by the 1st 

December 2019. 

 

The compliance of meters needs to be verified by a Duly Qualified Person (DQP). Council as a large 

user of water will need to take appropriate steps that they secure the services of a DQP to ensuring 

that all Councils meters remain compliant.  
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The Darling River will soon be back in the national spotlight, with the Pat Callinan’s 4 X4 television 

show having filmed in Bourke earlier this month. Popular attractions including Mount Oxley, Outback 

Show and the Cobb & Co Coach tours will feature in the upcoming episode scheduled to be aired in 

the coming months.  

 

 

Bourke Shire Council was fortunate enough to win the bid and will play host to the Bushtracker 

Owners Group from the 9th September until the 23rd September of this year with over 60 caravan and 

their occupants converging on Bourke for 10 days. 

 

The Back O’ Bourke staff has been busy attending to their proposed schedule of jam-packed activities 

whilst here. They are very keen to discover the local area and bring an awareness of the Back O’ 

Bourke to their members. They will spend money in the 10 days here and will contribute a lot to the 

community through donations, gifts, visiting our attractions, attending our events and spending 

money in our businesses, please make them feel welcome. 

 

Their trip coincides with the Enngonia Races and they are keen to take in a real country race meeting 

and Enngonia will provide that opportunity. 

 

 

Council continues with its policy of maintaining a modern and well equipped plant fleet with tenders 

currently being called for a new grader.  

 

At the meeting held on Monday, 22nd July 2019 Council also endorsed the purchase of a new B 

double water tanker to replace the current tankers which was purchased second hand in 2005 and 

has reached the end of its economic life. 

 

The work on the Wanaaring Road in such dry conditions has made the availability of reliable and 

efficient water carts extremely important and Council can ill afford to have ongoing breakdowns and 

expensive repair bills. 

 

Council prides itself on having a very efficient plant fleet and looks to ensure that this high standard is 

maintained with obviously positive impacts of the efficiency and effectiveness in all aspects of 

Council’s operation. 

 

 

At Mondays Council meeting Mayor Barry Hollman officiated at a Citizenship ceremony for Dr. Fasiha    

Sadaf, her daughter Kainaat Zehra and also for Faisal Shabbir. 

 

As always, it was good to welcome the three (3) new Australian Citizens. 

 

Fasiha was fortunate to have her parents, who have been in Bourke for a while now, to be able to 

attend the ceremony as they had come to the end of their stay and the timing of the ceremony fitted 

nicely with their plans. Fasia’s brother was also able to be at the ceremony and share this important 

day. 
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Faisal has his wife Cresita and four (4) children were present to witness him receive his Australian 

Citizenship together with a large number of friends who were there to witness him obtaining 

Australian Citizenship. 

 

The conferring of citizenship is a very important and significant day for those on whom citizenship is 

conferred and it is great to be able have family and friends attend the ceremony and be part of the 

occasion. 

 

Becoming an Australian citizen does not mean forgetting your country of birth or the country where 

you grew up, or its customs and culture. What it means is a public commitment to embracing Australian 

values and institutions and bringing to them the enrichment of diversity.  

 

Citizenship brings responsibilities and duties – to obey the laws, to vote, to serve on a jury, and to 

defend Australia. But it also brings civil and social rights and the right to express your individual 

cultural heritage and beliefs coupled with a responsibility to accept the rights of others to express 

their heritage and beliefs. 

 

 

Just a reminder that residents should only put out the number of bins which have been paid for as 

part of the annual rates and charges. Most residents only pay for a single service however, should 

anyone require an additional service these are available at an additional cost. 

 

As the bins are collected from very early in the morning it is important to get them out the night 

before to ensure collection. 

 

 

The Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO) of Councils last week announced that Greg Lamont 

had been appointed to the role of Executive Officer and he commenced duties last Monday, 15th July 

2019. 

 

Greg has had a long career in Local Government with his last full-time role being that of General 

Manager of Narromine Council and over the last few years he has being undertaking the role of 

Executive Officer of the  Organisation of Mining Related Councils. 

 

 

A reminder that both Bourke and North Bourke are on Level Two (2) Water Restrictions which means 

the following:- 

 The use of fixed sprinklers is limited to one hour per day either between the hours of 7.00 am 

to 8.00am or 7.00pm to 8.00pm daily. 

 Hand held hoses can still be used at other times. 

 The washing of paved areas and filling of new swimming pools is prohibited in accordance 

with Councils adopted policy. 

 

Water restrictions will also apply to watering of public parks, recreational areas and sporting ovals and 

where possible the hours will be varied from residential allocated periods to ensure, as far as possible, 
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water pressure is maintained for all residents during the times allowed for watering under the 

restrictions.  

 

The ongoing cooperation of all residents is sought in complying with the restrictions. 

 

As mentioned earlier it is unclear how long it will be before the level of restrictions goes to level three 

(3) but it will only be a matter of a few weeks. 

 

 

A reminder to all users of Councils Parks, Ovals and Facilities that the use of these should be booked 

and not assume that they will be available. 

 

As well as avoiding potential clashes, the booking of facilities allows the opportunity for Council staff 

to be able to ensure that the facilities have been cleaned, and are prepared in accordance with the 

requirements of the user. 

 

 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held in February 2018 a report was presented to Council 

suggesting that Council hold a meeting each year in one of the villages within the Shire.  

 

It was resolved at the meeting to hold the August 2018 meeting in Louth, and that meeting was well 

attended by the residents of Louth and District who appreciated the opportunity to be able to host a 

Council meeting in the village. 

 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 22nd July Council resolved that the 2019 August 

Meeting of Council be held in Enngonia. 

 

The taking of Council meeting to the villages within Bourke Shire Council is an ideal way of 

demonstrating just how Council works and provides an insight of Government working at a grass 

roots level. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

“The price of success is hard work, dedication to the job at hand, and the determination that whether 

we win or lose, we have applied the best of ourselves to the task at hand”.  

Vince Lombardi 

 

 

1st August 2019 

 

Advice has been received from the State Library advising that the State Government’s Public Library 

Funding for Bourke Shire Council has increased this financial year by $45,611.00 over the 2018/2019 

allocation. 
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Bourke Shire Council support an initiative of Local Government called the “Save our Libraries 

Campaign” which focussed on increasing funding for public libraries which had remained static for 

some time. The increase allocation is much appreciated and Council has written to the Hon. Don 

Harwin, MLC who is the Minister responsible for Libraries thanking him for the increased allocation.  

 

Council has also written to LGNSW thanking them for their assistance and congratulating them on a 

successful funding campaign. 

 

The additional funding is provided for Councils to meet more public demand for Library services 

which covers an increased range of services and facilities. 

 

 

The Roads and Maritime Services is legislated as the organisation responsible for the control of traffic 

on all roads in New South Wales under the Road Transport (Safety & Traffic Management) Act 1999. 

 

In order to deal with the large number and range of traffic related matters effectively, Roads and 

Maritime has delegated certain aspects of the control of traffic on local roads to Councils. 

 

Roads and Maritime has retained both the control of traffic on the State's classified road network and 

the control of traffic signals on all roads. 

 

The delegation to Councils limits the types of prescribed traffic control devices and traffic control 

facilities that Council can authorize and imposes certain conditions on Councils. One of these 

conditions requires Councils to obtain the advice of Roads and Maritime Services and the Police prior 

to proceeding with any proposal. This is most commonly achieved by Councils establishing a Local 

Traffic Committee. 

 

The committee is composed of four (4) formal members each with one (1) vote. These four (4) 

members are a representative from Council, the Police, and Roads and Maritime Services and the 

Local State Member of Parliament or their nominee. 

 

The Local Traffic Committee is an advisory body only, having no decision making powers. It is, 

primarily, a technical review committee that is required to advise the Council on traffic related matters 

referred to it by Council. 

 

The Member for Barwon, Roy Butler, MP has nominated the Deputy Mayor of Bourke Shire Council, 

Councillor Lachlan Ford to be his delegate on the Local Traffic Committee. 

 

 

Advice has been received that the Public Exhibition for the Draft Water Resource Plan and Draft 

Water Sharing Plan for the Alluvial Groundwater Sources of the Darling valley has commenced and 

will conclude on Friday, 23rd August 2019. 

 

This is one of 20 water resource plans in New South Wales to be released for public exhibition ahead 

of accreditation by the Commonwealth Government and implementation in 2019 
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You can obtain further information on the Plan by visiting the following website  

https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/darling-alluvium-wrp 

There will be Public Information Session in Bourke on Tuesday, 6th August 2019 between 9.30am - 

12.00pm at Diggers on the Darling, 23 -25 Sturt Street, Bourke NSW 2840. 

 

 

Despite the dry conditions Council staff are doing their best to keep all the roads graded with recently 

graded roads including, the Twin Rivers Road which passes through the Ledknapper and Burrawantie 

Road which runs west of Enngonia these are regular maintenance grades. 

 

The Emaroo Road has had a full grade and reshape in recent weeks which should address some of 

the drainage issues caused as a result of the recent rainfall in that area. 

 

Currently, the maintenance grading crews are working on the Tooralé and the West Culgoa Roads 

Bourke to Louth grading starts next Wednesday, 31st July in preparation for Louth Races on the 10th 

August. 

 

Please remember to slow down at all roadworks and ensure you give the graders and other 

construction vehicles plenty of room when you are passing them. The speed limits are provided for 

everyone’s safety so please abide by those limits.  

 

 

As of Tuesday, 30th July 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke for 

346 days which is only 19 days from the twelve (12) month mark on the 18th August 2019. 

 

The height of the weir at Bourke was 3.06 metres over the weekend dropping at a rate of 

approximately three (3) to four (4) centimetres per week. 

 

Level Two (2) water restrictions are still in place and it is likely that these will move to level three (3) 

within a few weeks in accordance with the provisions of the adopted Drought Management Plan. 

 

 

To refresh the memories of residents the introduction of water restrictions in Bourke at the various 

levels is triggered by the height of water in the weir pool. The way water can then be used is in turn 

governed by the level of restrictions. 

 

The following is a basic guide of the restrictions as they apply for domestic use at the various levels. 

Water Flowing over the Weir – Generally no restrictions. 

 

Level 1 is introduced when water stops flowing over the weir and watering by fixed sprinklers is limited 

to two (2) hours per day with hand held allow at other times. 

 

Level 2 Restrictions are introduced when the level of the weir drops to less than 3.5 metres and then 

fixed sprinklers can only be use one (1) hour per day with hand held hoses at other times. 

 

https://water.cmail19.com/t/t-i-bjlkttk-l-y/
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Level 3 Restrictions are introduced when the level of the weir drops below 3.00metres with no fixed 

sprinklers allowed and hand held hoses restricted to two (2) hours per day. 

 

Level 4 Restrictions are introduced when the river height drops below 2.5 metres and the use of hand 

held hoses is limited to one (1) hour per day. 

 

Level 5 Restrictions are introduced when the river drops to below 2.00 metres the use of hoses is 

banned with all watering to be undertaken by the use of buckets. 

 

 

The 2019/2020 rate notices have been issued and the first instalment is due on the 31st August 2019. If 

you are having difficulties in meeting your commitments in relation to the payment of your rates you 

are encouraged to contact Council’s Revenue Officer so arrangements can be put in place that are to 

the satisfaction of both parties. 

 

 

I was speaking to Greg Oates at Enngonia following Councils decision to hold the August Meeting of 

Council in Enngonia and he indicated that he had been speaking to other locals in the District and it 

would appear that the meeting may be the first Council meeting ever held in the village. If it is not the 

first it would be the first for a number of years and hopefully some of the local residents will take the 

opportunity to sit in on the meeting or part thereof. 

 

 

Congratulations to Peter Crothers of Towers Drug Store who on Friday was announced as the winner 

of the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia’s “National Pharmacist of the year Award.” 

 

This is quite an achievement at a National Level – well done Peter! 

 

Peter said his award was recognition of the work of rural community pharmacists and highlighted the 

career opportunities to be gained in rural pharmacy. 

 

 

The Environmental Flow provided a good flow at Brewarrina and made it to Beemery surpassing the 

earlier predictions. It is hoped that some of the flow will make it to Warraweena but it is unlikely that 

any will reach the Bourke Weir pool, however, we can only wait and see. 

 

 

Council have engaged Public Works Advisory to assist in the provision of the preparation of a plan for 

infrastructure that may be needed to further enhance the emergency water supply for the town of 

Bourke and North Bourke. A considerable amount of work has been done to date and it is seen as 

the first stage of a wider plan to ensure that the town is not only able to cope with the water 

shortages experienced as a result of the current drought but also into the future should the need 

arise. Council is looking at a worst case scenario and whilst that is hard to accurately define would 

best be described as an extended period of drought and lack of flow in the river. 
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A properly developed strategy will be the catalyst to lodge an application for further funding to assist 

with the works. 

 

Council has been developing and gradually instituting an Emergency Water Supply Strategy for the 

past few years and feel confident that it will be able to meet the immediate challenges presented. 

 

The next step in the strategy is the installation of an additional pipeline to provide some redundancy 

in the capacity of the existing pipeline and installation of any additional pumps that may be required. 

 

Council is also looking to secure additional groundwater licences to supplement the licences held so 

that an adequate supply of water is available if required. 

 

A teleconference is planned with all parties this week to review plans and requirements and to ensure 

that any proposed works can be completed in line with any proposed timeframe. 

 

Council previously sought funding to upgrade the system of bores that serve the villages within the 

Shire with a number of these having been commissioned some time ago Council is keen to undertake 

an upgrade as soon as funding can be secured. 

 

Council has also written to the Minister for Water Housing and Property, the Hon. Melinda Pavey, MP  

seeking approach to cart water to Byrock should the need arise. 

 

Byrock has been fortunate to date to have been the beneficiary of some localized storm activity and as 

Byrock sources its water from a ground tank these falls have enabled this storage to be replenished 

and for the time being provide an adequate supply to meet demand. 

 

This may not be the case as we move into the summer months. Over the past few years water has been 

required to be carted on a number of occasions. 

 

Council is taking a proactive approach to water security for all towns and villages across the shire 

recognising the need to ensure has a safe and secure water supply. 

 

 

The Draft Barwon Darling Water Sharing Plan Review was released on Wednesday, 24th July 2019 and 

will no doubt be interesting reading for those with a keen interest in water issues. 

 

For those who would like to access the document the link is as follows 

https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/2018-2019-wsp-reviews  

 

 

This week is Local Government Week and it is a good opportunity to acknowledge the work they do in 

our communities’ right across NSW. 

 

Local Government is the level of government closest to the community.  

 

https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/2018-2019-wsp-reviews
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NSW Councils employ 45,000 staff, spend more than $11 billion on infrastructure, services and facilities 

annually, and manage community assets worth over $150 billion. There are 1,293 Councillors in the 

state who  work extremely  hard for their respective communities in what can be a very difficult role as 

they try and balance the various priorities and demands from different sectors within those 

communities. 

 

 

The Annual Louth Races are scheduled for Saturday, 10th August 2019 with good crowds once again 

expected to converge on the small village and the population significantly swelling with almost every 

available camp site taken.  

 

The races enjoy a tremendous reputation across the state and this is demonstrated by the number of 

people who return each year and the excellent level of support given by owners, trainers and 

bookmakers together with the racegoers who came from near and far to be part of what has become 

one of the most popular race meetings in New South Wales. 

 

 

Gary Barnes the New South Wales Coordinator General, Regions, Industry, Agriculture and Resources, 

Department of Planning Industry and Environment, was in Bourke on Monday and I had the 

opportunity to meet with him to discuss a number of issues. 

 

Gary is no stranger to Bourke having been here on a number of occasions in his previous role as 

Deputy Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet. 

 

With the consolidation of a number of Government Departments the role of Coordinator General is a 

new role with a wide range of responsibilities and will no doubt not be without its challenges given 

the wide range of activities covered by the expanded Department.  

 

Council appreciated the fact that a number of senior officers from within the State Government have  

taken the time to visit Bourke and  getting a better understanding of issues facing our community at 

various times. 

 

 

Voting is now open for the community to record their votes for projects submitted to be undertaken 

under the “My Community Project Fund” 

 

Successful projects will be determined through a public vote and the projects that receive the most 

support will receive funding. Up to $260,000 is available for each electorate. My Community Project is 

being made possible by the NSW Generations Fund. 

 

There are three Projects from the Bourke Local Government Area that have been submitted and 

these are:- 

1. A watering system for Renshaw Oval 

2. Additions to the Health Centre at Wanaaring 

3. The Painting of the Percy Hobson Mural on the Anson Street Water Tower 
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Voting is on-line and with a larger number of applications being lodged for the Barwon Electorate it 

will be a very competitive process. 

 

To learn how to record you vote you should go to https://mycommunityproject.service.nsw.gov.au/projects  

 

 

Good luck to the Bourke Warriors who play in the Grand Final of the Barwon Darling Rugby League 

Competition this weekend! 

 

 

The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, Councillor Victor Bartley and Manager of Roads, Mark Gordon 

will represent Councils at the National Roads and Transport Congress to be held in Hahndorf in the 

Adelaide Hills in November 2019. 

 

The National Roads and Transport Congress attracts the attendance from Council representatives 

from right across Australia and is an important forum in relation to the funding of our road network 

and associated infrastructure. 

 

 

The NSW Government is recruiting young people aged 12-24 years living outside of Greater Sydney, 

Newcastle and Wollongong for its Regional Youth Taskforce. 

 

Eighteen young people will be selected to have their say on a range of topics from employment, 

mental health and wellbeing, to transport and recreation. 

 

The taskforce is being established by the new Minister for Regional Youth, Bronnie Taylor, to find 

ways to improve outcomes for young people in regional NSW.  

 

For more information and to apply, visit the NSW Government website or call 1300 315 954. 

 

Applications close on 5th August 2019. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

“If civilization is to survive, we must cultivate the science of human relationships - the ability of all 

peoples, of all kinds, to live together, in the same world at peace”. 

Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 

 

8th August 2019 

 

A meeting was convened on Monday, 5th August 2019 involving representatives from Bourke Shire 

Council, Public Works Advisory, New South Wales Deputy of Industry Water, The New South Wales 

Department of Health and NSW Drought Coordinator to discuss the water situation in Bourke to 

https://mycommunityproject.service.nsw.gov.au/projects
http://www.nsw.gov.au/regional-youth-taskforce
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ensure that the level of preparedness for the looming water crisis. This crisis that is expected as a 

result of the lack of flow in the river, the depleted water storages, the forecast continuing dry period 

coupled with the onset of the summer months. 

 

At this stage Council is well positioned due to a lot of work done earlier in the year with the 

construction of an additional bore and associated pipeline, however, Council is looking to ensure that 

the level of preparedness provides for the worst case scenario and includes some redundancy in the 

available water supply. 

 

 

As well as looking at the water supply for Bourke, David Swan, Regional Manager - Water Utilities - 

west Water Group - Department of Planning, Industry and Environment will be taking the opportunity 

to discuss with the Manager of Works the water supply systems in each of the villages. 

 

The supply of water across the state is becoming increasingly critical and it is important that action be 

taken to mitigate as far as possible any potential risks. This, however, will not in many instances be a 

simple task. 

 

 

Council has received a number of positive comments in relation to the way Central Park is being 

developed and the fact that the facilities cater for a wide range of the community. 

 

The fact that Council has continued to water the major sporting fields and Central Park has meant 

that they have been retained as “green spaces” which is extremely important when much of the other 

grassed areas around town has lost the battle to survive. 

 

Central Park is used by locals and tourists alike and the amenities within the park provide a great 

source of recreation as well as a welcome rest area particularly for those travelling with children.  

 

 

As of Tuesday, 6th August 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke for 

346 days which is only 12 days from the twelve (12) month mark on the 18th August 2019. 

 

The restrictions to Bourke were actually put in place on the 9th August, however, the official cease to 

flow date is recorded as 18th August 2018. 

 

The height of the weir at Bourke was 3.02 metres over the weekend dropping at a rate of 

approximately three (3) to four (4) centimetres per week. 

 

The Environmental Flow dubbed the “Fish Flow”” continues to make its way tantalizingly close to 

Bourke, however, if we do get some water in the weir pool it will only be a very small amount which is 

disappointing. If the weir had been topped we would have had a reasonable level of water security 

for the next six (6) months, subject of course to restrictions being in place. 
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The flow has been assisted by the unselfish gesture and assistance of Brewarrina Shire who left out 

some of the boards on their weir allowing water to flow for an additional two (2) weeks at a 

reasonable rate. 

 

The boards were replaced last Friday which means that the flow further downstream will be 

dependant of the water already within the river system below Brewarrina. 

 

The water has passed Beemery which is approximately half way between Bourke and Brewarrina and 

has seen the river level at Warraweena rise from 2.91 metres to 3.04 metres. 

 

As of Sunday, 4th August 416 megalitres had passed the Beemery gauge with the gauge at 

Warraweena showing a flow of 18 megalitres per day up from 4 megalitres a week before, but 

unfortunately seems have slowed again. 

 

Increases such as this would hardly rank a mention in normal times when the river is flowing but in 

these times of low flows and extended drought conditions take on a whole new level of importance. 

 

It would seem that in the case of the “Fish Flow” it will be a case of “close but not close enough.” 

 

 

Level Two (2) water restrictions are still in place and it is likely that these will move to level three (3) 

within a few weeks in accordance with the provisions of the adopted Drought Management Plan. 

 

Council staff will be watching the level in the river to see what impact, if any, the tail end of the 

Environmental flow will have on Bourke weir pool. 

  

 

To refresh the memories of residents the introduction of water restrictions in Bourke at the various 

levels is triggered by the height of water in the weir pool.  

 

The way water can then be used is governed by the level of restrictions imposed. 

 

Level Two (2) restrictions are introduced when the river level drops below 3.50metres and fixed 

sprinklers can only be use one (1) hour per day with hand held hoses able to be used at other times. 

 

Level Three (3) restrictions are introduced when the level of the weir drops below 3.00metres with no 

fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held hoses restricted to two (2) hours per day 

 

 

The 2019/2020 rate notices have been issued and the first instalment is due on the 31st August 2019. If 

you are having difficulties in meeting your commitments in relation the payment of your rates you are 

invited to contact Council’s Revenue Officer so arrangements can be put in place that are to the 

satisfaction of both parties. 
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The Annual Louth Races are on this Saturday, 10th August 2019 with good crowds once again 

expected to converge on the small village. 

 

When a village of 50 people suddenly swells to around 5000 there are some obvious logistical 

problems that are encountered, however, years of experience and the efforts of a hardworking 

community has seen the impact become relatively seamless for those not involved in the coordination 

and everything runs smoothly. 

 

 

The library has received a grant through the Good Things Foundation to help provide technology 

training for older people in the Bourke community, through the “Be Connected” program.  Be 

Connected is a free Australian Government initiative aimed at increasing the confidence, skills and 

online safety of older Australians when they use the internet and everyday technology. With the grant 

funding we have been able to purchase iPads and a laptop with internet access. Sessions are currently 

held weekly at the library for anyone over 50 who would like to improve their technology skills. 

 

 

Council’s road maintenance crews are currently working on the Bourke to Louth road undertaking 

grading operations in preparation for the Annual Louth Races this Saturday. 

 

Council has also engaged local contractors to undertake grading works on the Tooralé Road from 

Louth towards the Wanaaring road ahead of this important weekend. 

 

Road construction works are still underway on the Wanaaring Road, with 4.5kms already sealed on 

the first section of Wongareena Plains and the next section of 4.1kms due to be sealed on Wednesday 

the 7th of August 2019. 

 

 

LGNSW is holding a forum on 1st - 2nd October 2019 in Sydney that aims to bring together JOs, ROCs 

and regional/rural Councils. The objective of this forum is to identify common goals among 

attendees/LGNSW to build a stronger platform for future collaboration. 

 

Sydney was selected by the JOs as the preferred location and, as requested, the program will include 

case studies of individual JOs, including current objectives and governance opportunities, as well as 

an update on LGNSW activities, services and key projects. 

  

On day two, the event which is for all LGNSW members will focus on the current and future 

challenges of drought. 

 

LGNSW actively participated in the development of the model, seeking to ensure that it was a model 

supported by Councils, that joining was voluntary and that JOs would be owned and led by Councils. 

LGNSW fought against an overly prescriptive model, insisting that the JO membership should 

determine the functions of the JO beyond the core responsibilities for regional planning and 

prioritisation, regional advocacy and regional coordination with state agencies. 
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In the preparation of their 2019-20 State Budget submission to the NSW Government included the 

provision of ongoing funding to support the operation of JOs as a priority. While it was disappointing 

that there were no specific initiatives announced in the budget, discussions are ongoing. 

 

LGNSW continues to advocate on behalf of JOs, especially for ongoing funding. While LGNSW 

welcomed the initial seed funding of $3.3 million, we have consistently argued that the funding was 

inadequate and that there needs to be ongoing funding to ensure the financial viability and 

effectiveness of JO’s.  

 

LGNSW is calling on nominations from JOs to be included in a working group noting that direct input 

from JOs is essential in planning this forum, so that the needs are accurately captured and catered 

for.  

 

 

At a number of the meetings held over the past few weeks in relation to employment opportunities in 

Bourke one of the issues raised was the lack of availability of training course in regional areas and one 

of these industries identified was training in the security sector. 

 

Training was seemingly confined to metropolitan areas which meant that participants not only had to 

meet the cost of the course but also the cost of travel and accommodation which made it an 

expensive exercise. 

 

There have been a number of security related positions identified, both full time and part time and 

following negotiations with various a training organisations a course is set to be delivered in Bourke. 

 

An information sessions was conducted on Tuesday, 6th August 2019 with the course itself due to 

commence on the 21st August 2019.    

 

Information is available by contacting Mick McDowell, Senior Project Officer of the Bourke Aboriginal 

Employment Prosperity Strategy on 68308000 or email Mick on aes@bourke.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

Bourke will have three (3) NSW State Government Ministers visiting next week with the Hon. Donald 

Harwin, MLC Special Minister of State, Minister for the Public Service and Employee Relations, 

Aboriginal Affairs, and the Arts, and Vice-President of the Executive Council, Leader of Government 

Business in the Legislative Council, the Hon. Mark Speakman, SC, MP, Attorney General, and Minister 

for the Prevention of Domestic Violence and the Hon. Bronwyn Taylor, MLC, Minister for Mental 

Health, Regional Youth and Women paying a visit to Bourke. 

 

It is pleasing to see the number of Ministers from the State Government take the opportunity to visit 

Bourke and see for themselves both the issues impacting on the town but also the opportunities that 

exist in this part of the State and also see for themselves the projects that have been undertaken with 

the various allocations of grant funding that has been made available and the positive impact that 

these have had the community. 

 

mailto:aes@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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The Mayor has written to the President of the Junior Rugby Club, Liam Rice congratulating him on 

him on being awarded the New South Wales Rugby Union Volunteer – Youth of the year. 

 

Liam puts in an incredible amount of work for Junior Sport in Bourke and the recognition of his efforts 

well deserved. 

 

Liam has previously been the President of the Bourke Junior Cricket Club and the Bourke Junior 

Rugby League Club and was also awarded the Bourke Sportsperson of the year in 2018.  

 

Liam’s award is a timely reminder of the efforts of so many volunteers within our community including 

sporting, cultural and social groups as well as those who are members of service clubs, charitable 

organisations and those who help member of our community who are in need of assistance. 

 

The services and facilities that we enjoy in Bourke are in no small way the result of the hard and 

dedicated work of volunteers. The contribution of volunteers is also very evident in the village 

communities and the level of volunteerism responsible for the provision of services and facilities that 

would otherwise not be available. 

 

 

The Tour De OROC which will be held October 7th -12th this year, will involve a stopover in Bourke on 

Wednesday, 9th October and there will be a welcome to the riders and fundraising function held at 

the Port of Bourke Hotel. 

 

The mine host of the Port of Bourke, Luke Moon has made a number of items available for auction on 

the night including three (3) eskies, a canoe and barbeque, whilst avid South Sydney fan Meanie 

Hayman has secured a fully signed South Sydney Guernsey which will be auctioned on the night. 

 

 

There are still good number of tourists who are making their way to Bourke and taking the 

opportunities to enjoy the attractions that Bourke offers. 

 

Accommodation is quite often at a premium during week days and most of the food outlets seem to 

also busy which is good to see. 

 

As I have said on a number of occasions in the past, tourism is a vital part of our economy in Bourke 

with most businesses being direct or indirect beneficiaries and as such able to maintain or expand 

their level of employees. 

 

With the agricultural industries suffering as a result of the drought it is good to have a degree of 

diversification in the economy. 

 

 

Tomorrow is World Indigenous Day and the Maranguka Community Hub will be holding a number of 

activities at the Men’s Hub in Meek Street to celebrate the day. 
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The activities will run from 3.00pm to 7.00pm and enquires can be made by contacting the 

Maranguka Office on 58 347 900.    

 

 

The Barwon Darling Rugby League held their Grand Finals at Davidson Oval Bourke on Sunday with a 

good crowd enjoying a great day of football. 

 

Congratulation to the Bourke Warriors who won the Barwon Darling Rugby League Premiership in the 

Under 15 Division. 

 

Both the senior’s and Under 18 sides made the Grade Final but each finished runner-up. 

 

Congratulations also to the Walgett Dragons who won the Senior Premiership, and Brewarrina who 

won the Under 18 Division and were also successful in the Women’s Tag Competition 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

Don’t call it a dream, call it a plan.   

Unknown 

 

 

15th August 2019 

 

I had the opportunity to talk to a couple of the riders who took part in the Black Dog Motorcycle  

Ride which stayed overnight in Bourke last week and they were glowing in reports of their stay at the 

Mitchell Caravan Park. They indicated that not only did hosts Dan and Steph accord them great 

hospitality but also arranged to cook their evening meal. 

 

On receiving the payment for the meal they promptly donated the proceeds of the meal back to go 

towards the fund raising efforts of the ride and included the takings of other meals provided to other 

guests for whom they catered for as well. 

 

Other guests at the park also donated towards the fundraising leaving the riders not only with a great 

impression of the park but also the town of Bourke, which is tremendous, as quite often we only hear 

the negatives. 

 

We often hear of our accommodation providers and those in the hospitality industry going the extra 

mile for visitors to town and they are to be applauded.  

 

Well done to Dan and Steph for their generosity and hospitality! 
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As of Tuesday, 13th August 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke 

for 360 days which is only 5 days from the twelve (12) month mark which will be reached on the 18th 

August 2019. 

 

Level 1 Water Restrictions to Bourke were actually put in place on the 9th August 2018, however, the 

official cease to flow date is recorded as 18th August 2018 so we will stick with that date for the 

consistency of record keeping. 

 

The height of the weir at Bourke was 2.99 metres over the weekend and had been dropping at a rate 

of approximately three (3) to four (4) centimetres per week. 

 

 

The Environmental Flow dubbed the “Fish Flow” continues to make its way tantalizingly close to 

Bourke, however, if we do get some water in the weir pool it will only be a very small amount which is 

disappointing. If the weir had been topped we would have had a level of water security for the next 

six (6) months, subject of course to restrictions being in place. 

 

 

To refresh the memories of residents the introduction of water restrictions in Bourke at the various 

levels is triggered by the height of water in the weir pool.  

 

The way water can then be used is governed by the level of restrictions imposed. 

 

Level 2 restrictions are introduced when the river level drops below 3.50metres and fixed sprinklers 

can only be use one (1) hour per day between earth 7.00am and 8.00am or 7.00pm and 8.00pm with 

hand held hoses able to be used at other times. 

 

Level 3 restrictions are generally introduced when the level of the weir drops below 3.00 metres with 

no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held restricted to two (2) hours per day. 

 

Given that there is a strong possibility that the water level will rise as result of the tail of the 

environmental flow reaching Bourke the decision to introduce restrictions was been delayed. A full 

listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

As at Sunday, 11th August 2019, 631 megalitres of water has passed the gauge at Beemery from the 

Environmental Flow which first reached Beemery on the 22nd July 2019 and 249 megalitres has passed 

the gauge at Warraweena. 

 

It is difficult to predict how much, if any, will make it to the Bourke Weir Pool. 

 

 

The Annual Louth Races were once again a successful event with large crowds not only attending but 

also camping in and around Louth for up to a week before the races. 

 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Well done to President Jim Strachan and the hard working committee on yet another successful 

meeting. I think this was the first meeting I have attended that saw me go home will a slight profit on 

the day. 

 

There are people who came from various parts of Australia and I bumped into a number of people I 

knew from Local Government Australia plus friends from Newcastle who had taken the opportunity to 

undertake a tour of Western NSW. 

 

 

While on Louth Race Club, I note that they have been selected as a finalist in the New South Wales 

Race Club of the year along with Coonamble and Forbes Race Clubs 

 

The announcement of the winner will be made in Sydney in October and I wish the Louth Race Club 

all the best and trust that they will be the ultimate winner.   

 

 

With summer just around the corner, Bourke Shire Council will start conducting routine swimming 

pool compliance checks as part of their mandatory pool inspection program for pools that are 

situated at tourist or visitor accommodation. These inspections are to ensure compliance with the 

Swimming Pools Act 1992. Inspections will commence shortly with pool owners being contacted via 

letter advising of the proposed date and time of their inspection.  

 

This round of swimming pool inspections is an educational based program designed to be 

informative and to encourage pool owners to ensure their child safe barrier complies with relevant 

requirements of the Australian Standards and the Swimming Pools Act.  

  

All residential pool owners are reminded that the swimming pool barriers must comply with the 

relevant Australian standards and Swimming Pools Act. All pools in NSW must be registered with the 

NSW Swimming Pool register found at www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au. The site also includes 

preliminary self-assessment of your pool safety barrier which can be a useful tool in seeing if your 

pool barrier currently meets the requirements. Any questions or queries related to swimming pool 

fencing and compliance issues can be directed to Council’s Environmental Services Department on  

02 6830 8000. Further information can be accessed from the following websites: - 

www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au or www.royallifesaving.com.au 

 

 

There have been a number of security related positions, both full time and part time, available within 

Bourke and District, however, one of the impediments to filling these vacancies has been access to 

the appropriate training. 

 

This has been overcome following negotiations with a training organisation and a course is set to be 

hosted in Bourke. 

 

The staff at Training New South Wales were a great help in facilitating the training and the Bourke 

community appreciates their continued support. 

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.royallifesaving.com.au/
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At the information day conducted on Tuesday, 6th August 2019 there were twenty-four people in 

attendance coming from as far as Walgett. 

 

The course itself is due to commence on the 21st August 2019.    

 

Information is available by contacting Mick McDowell the Senior Project Officer of the Bourke 

Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy on 68308000. 

 

 

The Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held at the Enngonia Memorial Hall on Monday, 

26th August 2019 commencing at 9.15pm with a Public Forum dealing with items on the Agenda 

commencing at 9.00am. 

 

The meeting will provide the opportunity for the members of the Enngonia Community to sit in on a 

Council meeting. 

 

 

Council often receives complaints regarding the fact that a small number of residents seemingly 

oblivious of their need to adhere to water restrictions. 

 

The provision of section 637 of the Local Government Act, provides that it is an offence to wilfully or 

negligently waste or misuse water from a public water supply. 

 

The maximum penalty is 20 penalty units. The penalty unit value is still $110.00. 

 

A penalty notice can be issued on the occupier of the land where the waste or misuse of water has 

occurred. 

 

Council has the ability to issue on the spot fines of two (2) penalty points or $220.00 and will be 

looking to do so once level three (3) water restrictions are introduced. 

 

A warning may be issued before the issue of the on the spot fines as it is recognised that sometimes 

there may be a lapse of memory or concentration but those who are continually and blatantly 

ignoring the restrictions will be issued with the penalty. 

 

Once issued the penalty noticed is then handled by the New South Wales Office of State Revenue              

and they will be responsible for the collection of the penalty and enforcing further action if the 

penalty notice is remains unpaid. 

 

Whilst the on the spot fines are $220.00 fines, up to $2200.00 can be imposed if the matter is referred 

to Court. 

 

 

Bourke will have three (3) NSW State Government Ministers visiting today with the Hon. Donald 

Harwin, MLC, Special Minister of State, Minister for the Public Service and Employee Relations, 
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Aboriginal Affairs, and the Arts, and Vice-President of the Executive Council, Leader of Government 

Business in the Legislative Council. The Hon. Mark Speakman, SC, MP, Attorney General, and Minister 

for the Prevention of Domestic Violence and the Hon. Bronwyn Taylor, MLC, Minister for Mental 

Health, Regional Youth and Women paying a visit to Bourke. 

 

The Ministers will take the opportunity to visit facilities within Bourke and have a number of 

discussions with those organisations charged with the responsibility of delivering services that are 

covered by their Ministerial Portfolios. 

 

 

Also visiting Bourke this week is Clayton Barr, MP, Shadow Minister for Water, Shadow Minister for 

Innovation, Science and Tertiary Education, and Shadow Minister for the Hunter who is will meet with 

the Mayor and myself on Wednesday. 

 

Water is an issue impacting on a wide area of the state and unless there is rain the situation will only 

get significantly worse. 

 

 

In my capacity as the Local Emergency Management Officer (LEMO) I chaired the quarterly meeting 

of the Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) which brings together representatives of all 

agencies who will be required to respond to various emergency situations should they arise. 

 

The meeting provides a forum for all agencies to discuss issues relevant to the committee including 

climatic conditions which may lead to the Committee having to be activated. Emergency situations 

are generally controlled by the Local Emergency Operations Controller (LEOCON) which is in most 

instance the Commanding Officer of the Local Police and the role currently falls to Inspector Andrew 

Hurst. 

 

The committee ensures that appropriate accreditations are held and also coordinates exercises to 

allow the agencies to hone their skills in situations that are as life like as possible so they are well 

prepared to face real situations which unfortunately will arise. 

 

Whilst a number of the members of the committee are paid officers of the various agencies there are 

a number of members who are volunteers and give freely of their time to ensure that the safety of the 

community is protected and that the community is equipped to handle all emergency situations. 

 

One such volunteer is Steve Walsh who resigned his role as Local Controller of the Local State 

Emergency Services as of 1st July 2019 after holding that role for twenty-nine years but will still 

continue to serve as a member and add to his already lengthy period of service which currently spans 

thirty-eight years (38) years 

  

 

There has been discussion amongst the providers in Bourke regarding the need to establish a Youth 

Hub in town to allow for the better coordination and delivery of services. The services are delivered 

from a number of locations each of which are delivering multiple services that are not purpose built 
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or equipped to handle the range of services required to meet the needs of this sector of the 

community. 

 

Work is currently being undertaken to identify a suitable location to source the funding that will be 

required to enable the facility to be established. 

 

 

Together with Mick Williams of Maranguka, I co-chair the Governance Group who provide guidance 

for the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Prosperity Strategy (BAEPS). 

 

The strategy aims to increase employment opportunities in Bourke through a number of initiatives 

which are summarised as follows:- 

• To increase liaison between local business and those who are unemployed 

• Establish a Local Jobs Board to readily identify jobs which are available locally 

• Assist in the facilitation of State Government contracts and work to enable local businesses to 

more readily capitalise on those opportunities 

• Develop a register of programs operated by State Government and Non- Government 

Organisations. 

 

The group meets regularly to review the progress of the BAEPS and brings together a wide range of 

stakeholders with many of those involved utilising that the teleconferencing facilities that Council has 

available.  

 

One of the participants in the meeting was Gavin Priestley the Regional Director of Public Works 

Advisory – Riverina Western an area which takes in roughly 90% of New South Wales. 

 

Bourke Shire Council has been working with Gavin and New South Wales Public Works Advisory for a 

few years to improve access to State Government work for local tradespersons, contractors and 

suppliers.  

 

This initiative will boost economic activity in Bourke and the region.  

 

Providing additional work for local businesses will also help underpin their ability to increase 

apprenticeship and trainee opportunities. 

 

Gavin has been working on the project that involves breaking down some of the larger State 

Government contracts. There are considerable benefits that will also flow from the ability for local 

tradesperson to be able to undertake “manageable sized” and locally based projects. 

 

Large projects often rule out local contractors and result in non-local businesses bringing in staff.  

Apart from the money leaving town the training and development opportunities are also lost to the 

region. 

 

Initially Gavin had selected a wider region to trial the concept, however, the coordination over that 

wider area was a little more challenging than initially thought so he elected to concentrate on the one 

town and has chosen Bourke as the pilot community.  
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Some local tradespersons and contractors found the initial registration and compliance requirements 

daunting.  

 

However, Bourke Shire Council, through BAEPS, and NSW Public Works Advisory are committed to 

work with local contractors and tradespersons to assist them to “pre-qualify” for work and have 

already held one information seminar and intend to hold another shortly. 

 

A number of local business have already registered and hopefully we will see them being the 

recipients of work in the near future. 

 

 

Councils Auditors will be in Bourke during the week commencing 26th August to undertake the audit 

of the 2018/2019 Annual Financial Reports. 

 

This audit is being undertaken much earlier than in previous years and has kept the finance team very 

busy with a considerable amount of work being required in the preparation of the Financial Reports. 

    

 

Work on Main Road 405 (Bourke to Milparinka) Stage 3 at Wongareena Plain has had a further 4.1 km 

of seal completed last week leaving approximately 3.2 km still to seal in this section. Council’s 

construction crew will then undertake work on two (2) further strategic areas between Wongamana 

and Hopelands and it is hoped the works will be completed in early September. 

 

Once the works at the Wongareena section are completed in early September the construction team 

will then relocate to start the Goonery to Barakee section in mid-September 2019.  

 

Road maintenance works continues with a formation grade programmed to start on the Eastern side 

of Louth Tilpa Road this week. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

“Don’t educate your children to be rich. Educate them to be happy, so they know the 

value of things, not the price”. 

 

Ross Earl 

General Manager 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 198/2019 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 

The following items for the 2019/2020 period are presented for your information 

Item  July 2018 Item July 2019 

Audio Visual  226 Audio Visual 153 

Adult Fiction  219 Adult Fiction 214 

Non-Fiction  105 Non-Fiction 88 

Junior Fiction  257 Junior Fiction 145 

Magazines  51 Magazines 54 

eBook/Audio  94 eBooks/eAudio 85 

Interlibrary Loans   Interlibrary Loans  

Total  952 Total 739 

 

Other statistical information 

 July 2018  July 2019 

New Members 7 New Members 10 

Internet/Word Processing 97 Internet/Word Processing 78 

Wireless Tickets 21 Wireless Tickets 20 

Number of Visitors 1102 Number of Visitors 1151 

Scans 33 Scans 29 

Information Requests 78 Information Requests 88 

Technical Assistance 44 Technical Assistance 76 

Faxes 5 Faxes/Laminating 5 

 

 The library has obtained a second grant from the Good Things Foundation to assist with the 

development of our Be Connected program. We received $1500 to purchase equipment and 

to promote the program. With the funding we were able to purchase a laptop with a wifi 

modem to enable us to take the program outside the library. This month we visited St Vincent 

de Paul to demonstrate the program to staff there. Another Be Connected session was also 

held in the library this month. 

 

Jodi Hatch 

Library Manager 

 

Recommendation: That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as 

presented to Council on Monday, 26th August 2019. 
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TOURISM AND EVENTS MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: 199/2019 T4.3 

Report: July/ Aug 2019 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism and Events 

 

Executive Summary 

The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council with an updated 

status report for the month of June/July, relating to its tourism teams activities through visual data including 

graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of the team progress and performance. 

 

It comprises of an overview of the operations, major activities and achievements of Councils tourism section 

and will provide a platform to allow for the detailed monitoring of critical data for future analysis. 

 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre: 

General Activities 

• 6834 visitors for the month of July. 

• Fielded many visitor enquiries as a result of the Big Red Bash at Birdsville in July. 

• Reason for visitors coming into the centre for this period include-Accommodation, local attractions/ 

things to see and do, Big Red Bash, drought information 

 641 visitors purchased tickets for the Exhibition Centre 

 44 visitors undertook the guided tour through the centre. 

 837 visitors purchase permits/tickets for other attractions through the centre. 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Figures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coach/ Group Bookings & Itineraries  

 1st July-17 pax   2nd July-22pax 

 2nd July- 17pax   8th July-22pax 

 8th July- 17pax   17th July- 12 pax 

 19th July- Tour- 16pax  28th July- Tour-21 pax 

 29th July-Tour- 20 pax  31st July- Tour- 14 pax 

 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 862 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1142 1021 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 3362 3166 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 3698 3693 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 4440 4490 

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834 

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 4375  

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 3240  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 2360  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 645  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 353  

          

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 30374  
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For the month of July, the staff at the centre arranged and hosted 10 Coach groups to Bourke from Sydney 

(NSW), Gold Coast (QLD), Bathurst (NSW), Caufield (VIC), O’Connor (WA), Victor Harbor (SA), Tottenham 

(NSW) and Goulburn Valley in Victoria.. This was a total of 178 passengers, staying a minimum of 1 night.  

All bookings included the creation and coordination of itineraries by Visitor Information Centre Staff.  

 

Upcoming events  

Staff are busy preparing for the arrival of the Bushtracker Owners Group that will call Bourke their home in less 

than 3 weeks for their Annual General Meeting Muster. The group of an estimated 120 at this stage will travel 

to Bourke from all across Australia for their get-together hosted over 11 days. Setting up camp at the Bourke 

Racecourse, the group will enjoy a packed schedule of events and activities both at their base and around the 

shire, getting to know locals and donating to local organisations. 

 

Staff are again in the process of developing the “Breeze into Bourke” campaign as the Spring School Holidays 

are almost upon us and are always a popular time of the year with families. With the QLD holidays, 

commencing a week before NSW we are looking to start the campaign to coincide with this. The program is 

intended to not only occupy local families and visitors but to promote and encourage visitors to explore and 

stay in our region a little longer than they usually would.  

The program will be distributed to local schools and daycare centres along with accommodation operators. 

Hard copies will be delivered to neighbouring shires and made available at the Bourke Visitor Information & 

Exhibition Centre and will be available for all tablets and mobile phone access.  

Back O’ Bourke Visitor Guide 

Staff are in the final phase of completing the layout and design with the graphic designer for the new Back O 

Bourke brochure before it gets released to the public for advertising next week. 

The new brochure will see high quality, user-friendly information available not only available in a hard copy but 

also in a digital format. This will address consumer expectations to find visitor information where they want to 

look – on smartphones, iPads, their laptops as well as traditional brochure and magazine racks. 

Recommendation: That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity 

Report as presented to Council on Monday, 26th August, 2019.   

 

Fran Carter         

Manager of Tourism & Events 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Council Meeting, 26th August 2018 
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Closed Session of Council - Confidential 

 

ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: T3.1, T3.53 

Report: 200/2019 Confidential – 02/20 Purchase of New Motor Grader 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

The replacement of Council’s 2009 Volvo G940 VHP grader Plant no 135 is scheduled in Council’s 

2019/2020 Plant Replacement Program.  The report provides details of the tenders received 

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

 

File No: T3.1 

Report: 201/2019 Confidential –  Purchase of B/Double Water Tanker 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

Council’s 2019/2020 plant replacement budget has approved provision for the replacement of 

Council’s B/Double Water Tanker plant no 237. The report provides details of the tenders received  

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
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General Managers Report - Confidential 

 

File No: W2.2.4.1 

Report: 202/2019 Water Treatment Plant –   Securing of Additional Funding and Finalisation of 

Tender for Construction 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl - General Manager 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

 

Manager CORPORATE SERVICES Report - Confidential 

 

File  No: F1.1-R2.1-P9.3 

Report: 203/2019 Outstanding Debt Report 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown- Manager Corporate Servicers 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 being personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 

Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) information concerning the personal hardship of any ratepayer or 

resident. 

 

Recommendation: 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 being personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 

Councillors) and 10A (2) (b) information concerning the personal hardship of any ratepayer or 

resident. 

 

 


