
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council 

Agenda 

Monday, 23rd September 2019 

 
Notice is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held at 

the Council Chambers at Enngonia Memorial Hall, commencing at 9.15am 

for the purpose of considering the items included on the attached Agenda 

 

The meeting will preceded by the Public Forum at 9.00am 

 

General Manager:   Ross Earl 
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Community open forum 

C12.1 

 

Time Event Presenter Organisation 

9.00am Community Open Forum for members of the public to 

address Council  

  

 

AGENDA 

C12.1 

 

1. Opening Prayer 

 

2. Acknowledgement of Country 

 

3. Remembrance  

 

4. Apologies  

 

5. Declaration of Interest  

(Forms included with Business Papers) 

 

6. Mayoral Minute 

 

7. Starring of Items 

A number of items have been starred for discussion. 

 

The Mayor will receive requests to star additional items to be discussed. 

 

Recommendation:  

That recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary Meeting of 

Council held on Monday, 23rd September 2019 be adopted. 

 

8. Confirmation of the Minutes 

 

Recommendation:  

That the minutes of the ordinary meeting of Council held on Monday, 26th August 2019 be confirmed 

as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

 

  



This is the Business Paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Enngonia Memorial Hall at Enngonia NSW 2840 on Monday, 23rd 

September 2019 at 9.15am 

This is page 3 of 90 of the Business Paper for the Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held in the Enngonia Memorial Hall at Enngonia NSW 2840 on 

Monday, 23rd September 2019 at 9.15am  

9. Business Arising 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 204/2019 Business Arising 8 Notation 

 

10. Engineering Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for September   

 

11. Environmental Services & Development Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 205/2019 Louth Public School Encroachment  15 Consideration 

 

12. General Manager 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 
206/2019 

Requirement to Establish an Internal Audit 

Function – Ability of Councils to have Input 
17  

 207/2019 Tour de OROC 18 Notation 

 208/2019   Christmas New Year Period Closure 19 Consideration 

 209/2019 Water Restrictions 20 Notation 

 210/2019 Stronger Country Communities Fund 21 Consideration 

 

211/2019 

Appointment of New South Wales Electoral 

Commission to undertake the 2020 

Quadrennial Elections 

21 Adoption 

 212/2019 2020/2021 Rate Pegging Determination 22 Notation 

 
213/2019 

Water Security along the Barwon Darling 

River 

23 Notation 

 
214/2019 

Determination of Meeting Time and 

Schedule 

24 Adoption 

 

215/2019 

Composition of Council Committees and 

Confirmation of Appointment of Delegates 

to other Organisations 

27 

 

Consideration 

 

13. Corporate Services Department 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 216/2019 Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank 

Balances 

36 Notation 

 217/2019 Investment Report as at 31st August 2019 38 Notation 

 

14. Tourism & Development 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for September   
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15. Delegates  and Councillors Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 218/2019 Outback Arts Incorporated Report  40 Notation 

 

16. Committee Minutes 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Reports for September   

 

17. Policies 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Policies for September   

 

18. Précis of Correspondence 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

  Nil Précis items for September   

 

19. Activity Reports 

 Report No Report Page No Recommendation 

 219/2019 Engineering  42 Notation 

 220/2019 Environmental  54 Notation 

 221/2019 General Manager 56 Notation 

 222/2019 Corporate Services  79 Notation 

 223/2019 Tourism & Events 81 Notation 

 

20. Closed Session 

 Report No  Report Page No Recommendation 

 
223/2019 

Supply and Delivery of Traffic Safety 

Signage T181819OROC 

82 Closed Session 

 

224/2019 

Confidential-Supply and Delivery of 

Concrete Pipes T691920HUN Orana 

Region 

82 Closed Session 

 225/2019 DA 2017/0020/02 83 Closed Session 

 226/2019 Potential Strategic Land Purchase 83 Closed Session 

 

Time Event  Organisation 

11.00am  Monthly Update Acting Superintendent 

Andrew Hurst  

Central North Police District 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST 

 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

To the General Manager I, 

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a NON-PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

Name of Meeting  

 

Date of Meeting    

 

Page Number  Item Number   

 

Subject    

 

Reason for Interest     

 

 

As a result of my non-pecuniary interest, my involvement in the meeting will be as follows:- 

 

 Option A – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate and vote.  

  

 Option B – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but not 

vote.  

  

 Option C – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and participate in the debate but leave 

the Chamber for the vote.  

  

 Option D – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

vote.  

  

 Option E – Make a declaration, stay in the Chamber and not participate in the debate and 

not vote.  

  

 Option F – Make a declaration, do not participate in the debate and leave the Chamber upon 

making the declaration.  Do not return until the matter is resolved.  

 

 

Signature                                                                  Date 
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COUNCILLORS DISCLOSURE OF A  

PECUNIARY INTEREST 
 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 451 OF THE NSW LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993 

(AS AMENDED) 

 

 

To the General Manager 

 

I, ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Declare a Conflict of Interest, being a PECUNIARY Interest. 

 

COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Name of Meeting  _______________________________________________________________  

 

Date of Meeting    _______________________________________________________________  

 

Page Number ________________________ Item Number   ____________________________  

 

Subject    ________________________________________________________________________  

 

Reason for Interest     ____________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

OTHER THAN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 

Reason for Interest ______________________________________________________________  

 

 _________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 _____________________________                       _____________________________________  

                      Signature                                                                  Date 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Meeting 

Month/Year 

Meeting  

Date 

Time  Event Location 

2019 

September 23rd    9.15am Council Meeting Enngonia Memorial Hall 

October 14-16/10/19  LGNSW Annual Conference  Warwick Farm 

 22/10/19 8.00am Murray Darling Association 

Conference 

Toowoomba 

 28th  9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

November 18th-20th  2019 National  Roads & 

Transport Congress 

Hahndorf SA 

 

Councillor Information List 

 

 

 

 

  

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Web Address Link Email 

27/08/19 Council Circular 19-19 Resources to support 

implementation of the new Model Code of 

Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 

Office of Local 

Government (OLG) 

 
 

27/08/19 FNWJO- Air Services Launch- Media Release. Far North West 

Joint Organisation 

 
 

30/08/19 Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 

26th August 2019  

GM https://bourke.nsw.go

v.au/wp-

content/uploads/2019/

09/min190826.pdf  

 

03/09/19 CANCELLED - Training - Councillors Code of 

Conduct – Due to Change of Presenters 

EA  
 

05/09/19 Sydney Morning Herald Population Summit Shane Gunning   

17/09/19 "From the GM's Desk" 190919 GM   

18/09/19  NSW Government response to IPART's Review of 

Local Government Election Costs 

The Hon. Shelley 

Hancock, MP 

Minister for Local 

Government 

 

 

https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/min190826.pdf
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/min190826.pdf
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/min190826.pdf
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/min190826.pdf
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Business Arising From AUGUST 2019 Meeting Resolutions 

  

KEY: Action still pending Action 

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTE Manager Tourism & Events MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current 

duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That Council decide what further representations may be required following the 

receipt of any responses from its letters and considering any issues raised by 

Professor Tracy 

Still to be 

finalised 

 

182/2018 Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1 

DECISION     ACTION 

TAKEN 

Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 

3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group 

for $1.00 with the following conditions:- 

1. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a requirement 

that the land is used only for the provision of aged care facilities/services; 

2. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 

Group that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group to 

re-transfer the land to Council in the event that The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 

Group proposes to sell the land to a third party (except with prior approval of 

Council); and  

3. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests referred to in the 

Deed referred to in 2. Above. 

In progress 

67/118/177/203/2015 Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be obtained. Ongoing  
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199/2018 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip and 

start negotiations with the current land owner to purchase a parcel of land that 

would allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. Council continue to 

monitor the Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.   

Ongoing, 

contact RFDS to 

determine 

requirements 

 

321/2018 Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community Centre 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager Environment Services 

File Number A11.2.24 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be developed 

which details the allowable uses of the building and the fee required to be 

paid for the use and any bond that need to be lodged. 

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for their 

endorsement 

Ongoing 

 

 

394/2018 Western Local Health District (WLHD) 

Responsible Officer Mayor/General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not 

received in our previous letters:- 

1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 

2. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 

3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke 

District Hospital 

4. Details of the model of care in place at present 

Letter written 

 
  

362/2018 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number E6.1-E6.4-L8.1 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for 

industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.  

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council 

Continue to 

lobby 

Government 
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395/2018 Council Owned Land to be transferred to Bourke Aboriginal Health Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A11.1.5 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

That Council request from the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service; a progress 

report on the funding application they have submitted for the provision of a 

Clinic and Administration Centre; a Music School; a Gymnasium and a Training 

School for which they have requested transfer of ownership of Council owned 

land. 

Letter written 

 

Awaiting reply 

 

 

427/2018 Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

The General Manager to prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, 

including the seeking of legal advice if necessary 

Report to be 

prepared 

 

07/2019 Bourke Future Water Supply Options 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File No W2.2.9 - W2.2.12 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

1.  That Council take immediate steps to augment the Bourke Weir Pool with 

water from the 19A weir Pool, provided it is practicable and economically 

viable. 

2.  That Council lobby the current State Government and candidates for the 

seat of Barwon in the upcoming state elections to commit to the 

construction of a “regulator” as soon as possible at the site known as BU8 

which is east of Bourke.  

3.  That Council, take all steps to ensure that, where possible, that no stranding 

of water occurs in the Bourke Weir Pool, pumping and/or extraction. 

4.  That Council lobby all levels of Government to make a release of 

environmental water to recharge the Bourke Weir 

5. That Council look to the establishment of another bore to supplement 

Walkden’s Bore as a matter of urgency. 

All in progress 

 

 

Information sent 

to Ministers as 

part of the 

Orana Water 

Utilities Alliance 
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File No A11.2.21 

Report: 310/2019  Lease of Old Golf Club and New Pre School Building to Bourke and 

District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council agrees to the lease of the Bourke Pre-School and the old Bourke Golf 

Club to Bourke and District Children’s Services for an initial period of five (5) 

years with options for a further two (2) five (5) year periods. The lease amount 

be as previously determined with the addition of an annual increase in line with 

the Annual CPI increase applicable to Sydney each year. 

In progress 

 

93/2019  Development of the Motel Site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File No T4.3.6 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

Motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre be advertised for sale by 

Expressions of Interest for a period of 21 days as outlined in the report. 

To be 

readvertised 

That a further confidential report outlining any Expressions of Interest received 

be brought back to Council 

Ongoing 

 

156/2019  Confidential –  Construction of Sewerage Treatment Plant Facilities 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No S3.2.3 

DECISION  

Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 

costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Additional 

Sewage Treatment Facilities in Bourke 

Ongoing  

 

201/2019  Bourke Levee Inspection 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works   

File No L3.1-L3.2 

DECISION  

That Council continue to seek funding to upgrade Stage Two (2) of the Richard 

Street Pumping Station. 

Plans being 

developed 

 

202/2019  Town Street Trees 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works 

File No T6.1 

DECISION  

1. Replacement of the trees be deferred until water supply for the town is a 

little more certain 

To be 

completed 

2. Replacement trees be selected from species as identified in the Street Tree 

Masterplan 

To be 

completed 
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239/2019  Lease of Land at Louth to Royal Flying Doctor Service for the Establishment 

of a Clinic 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

File No A11.1.4-L5.5-V1.5-LD-L11.1.3 

DECISION  

1. That the lease of the land be at a nominal amount of $100.00 per year 

2. That the General Manager seeks all appropriate approvals from Crown 

Lands 

In progress 

 

251/2019  Bourke Rams Clubhouse 

Responsible Officer Liam Rice, President – Rams– Junior Rugby Union Football Club 

Bernard Davis, President – Rams – Rugby Union Football Club 

File No P1.5-S4.6 

DECISION  

Council give in principle support to the proposal and a report be brought back 

to Council providing further details in relation to exact location, size of building 

and inclusions. 

 

 

265/2019  Confidential – Potential Strategic Land Purchases to Meet Operational 

Needs of Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A11.2.16 

DECISION  

Council delegate to the General Manager authority to ascertain the availability 

of land that may be required to meet the future operational requirements of 

Council and commence preliminary negotiations in relation to any purchase. 

In progress 

 

272/2019  Request for Tree Removal 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

File No T6.2 

DECISION  

That Council advertise the proposed removal of the trees including the request 

to remove the tree as identified at 13 Tudor Street, 1 Wortumertie Street and 54 

Short Street in accordance with Council’s Policy and a report be bought back to 

Council 

Advertisement 

placed 
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274/2019  Drought – Water Update 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager   

File No W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1 

DECISION  

Write to the State Government seeking their urgent consideration of the 

construction of a regulator or additional weir including a fish ladder or 

upstream of Bourke at a location identified as BU8 

Letter sent 

 

275/2019  Drought – Water Update 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager 

File No W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1 

DECISION  

Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling 

System to discuss the perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water 

security for all towns along the Barwon Darling River System 

 

 

282/2019  Time and Venue of September Meeting of Council 

Responsible Officer Councillors & MANEX 

File No C12.1 

DECISION  

Councillors and Management advise the Executive Assistant as soon as practical 

their availability to attend the September Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

 

 

283/2019  Proposed Classification of Land as being Operational Land  

26 Oxley Street Bourke 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No L1.1-L1.16 

DECISION  

In accordance with section 31 of the Local Government Act 1993 Council 

classifies 26 Oxley Street Bourke being lot 1 DP188273 as Operational Land 

 

 

193/2019  Union Picnic Day – Proposed Date 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A7.3 

DECISION  

Council approve the Staff Union Picnic Day as Friday, 4th October 2019 and 

donate $250 towards the provision of lunch on the day and advertise the 

closure of Council facilities involved for that day. 

Completed 
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194/2019  Financial Assistance to the Community  

Yaana Ngunna Baaka Corroborees Festival 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File No D5.2 

DECISION  

Council support the Yaana Ngunna Baaka Corroborees Festival with the funds 

coming from the Community Youth Funding 

Completed 

 

200/2019  CONFIDENTIAL – 02/20 Purchase of New Motor Grader Tenders Received 

for Replacement and Trade of Council’s Volvo G940 Plant No 135 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

File No P4.1-P4.53 

DECISION  

1. Council accepts the Tender submitted by RDO Equipment for one (1) John 

Deere 770G motor grader valued at $419,000. 

2. That Council offer for sale by auction plant number 135 being a Volvo G940 

Grader 

1. Order placed 

 

2. To be 

organised on 

delivery of 

new unit 

 

201/2019  CONFIDENTIAL - Purchase of B/Double Water Tanker 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

File No P3.1-P3.4-T3.2 

DECISION  

1. Council accept the quotation submitted by from Lionel Moore Trailers Pty Ltd 

for the supply of a B/Double Combination Water Tanker for $164,545.14  

2. That the General Manager determine the best option by which to dispose of 

the old B/Double Water Tanker being Plant No 237    

1. Order placed 

 

2. To be 

organised on 

delivery of 

new unit 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 23rd 

September 2019. 
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Environmental Services Report 

 

File No: V1.5 

Report: 205/2019 Louth Public School Encroachment  

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

Background 

School Infrastructure NSW (SINSW) has written to Council in regards to a recently discovered 

encroachment of Louth Public School buildings onto what is believed to be Council owned land on 

the corner of Hughes and Becker Streets Louth. 

 

They are currently in the process of the establishment of a preschool at the site but the proposed 

building is impacted by this encroachment. 

 

Council records show that Hughes Street was increased in width around the late 1880’s, which left the 

existing schoolhouse located out on the Street.  

 

SINSW has requested the following action to rectify the issue:- 

1. Council acknowledges that the land that is the subject of the encroachment is under the 

ownership/control of Bourke Shire Council. 

2. Council agrees in principle to the divestment of the area that is the subject of the encroachment to 

the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning (Department of Education) for the 

nominal amount of $1.00 

3. Council agrees to enter into a lease for the land that is the subject of the encroachment to the 

Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning pending the finalisation of the divestment 

process 

 

Current situation 

Council has been in working with Community Connections Solutions Australia for some time to find a 

suitable location for the proposed preschool, with the Louth Public School grounds being seen as the 

best possible location, due to the established infrastructure. 

 

In order to move forward with the preschool, the encroachment issue needs to be rectified. 

 

As the rectification of this issues will be a lengthy process, it is recommended that Council enter into a 

lease agreement with the Department of Education for the use of the land for the preschool in the 

interim which will allow preschool activities to commence immediately. 

 

Financial Implications 

All costs are to be met by SINSW in relation to the sale of the land. Any other minor costs would be 

met out of the existing budget. 
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Recommendation 

1. That Council confirm that the land that is the subject of the encroachment is under the 

ownership/control of Bourke Shire Council. 

2. That Council agrees in principle to the sale of the area that is the subject of the encroachment 

to the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning (Department of Education) for the 

nominal amount of $1.00. 

3. That Council agrees to enter into a lease for the land that is the subject of the encroachment to 

the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning pending the finalisation of the sale 

process. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’s Report  

 

Background: 

In 2016, the NSW Government made it a requirement under the Local Government Act 1993 (‘Local 

Government Act’) that each Council have an Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee.  

 

This requirement is likely to take effect from March 2021. Councils are also required to proactively 

manage any risks they face under the new guiding principles of the Act.  

 

The Government is consulting on the proposed regulatory framework that will support the operation 

of these Committees, and the establishment of a risk management framework and internal audit 

function in each Council. There will be nine core requirements that Councils will be required to 

comply with when establishing their Audit, Risk and Improvement Committees, Risk Management 

Framework and Internal Audit Function.  

 

These requirements are based on international standards and the experience of Australian and NSW 

Government Public Sector Agencies who have already implemented risk management and internal 

audit. There are also components of the proposed framework that are designed to reflect the unique 

needs and structure of NSW Councils 

 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/content/new-risk-management-and-internal-audit-framework-local-

Councils-nsw 

 

Current Situation: 

In a press release on the matter the Minister for Local Government, Shelley Handcock said the 

proposed new framework would mandate the appointment and operation of Audit, Risk and 

Improvement Committees at the State’s 128 local Councils.  

 

“This initiative will provide NSW Councils with the Strongest Risk Management and Internal Audit 

Framework in Australia,” Mrs Hancock said. “Nearly 70 per cent of NSW Councils have already 

established these Committees in a strong show of support by the local government sector for improving 

their governance and financial management for the benefit of their local communities.”  

 

The proposed new framework will ensure each Council has:- 

  An independent Audit, Risk and Improvement Committee  

   A robust risk management framework to accurately identify and mitigate risk 

  An internal audit function with independent assurance the Council is functioning effectively and its 

internal controls are working 

   Minimum standards for these mechanisms based on international standards. “The end result will 

be Councils making better decisions and better use of their resources to deliver for their local 

File No C6.35 

Report: 206/2019 Requirement to Establish an Internal Audit Function – Ability of Councils to 

have Input 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/content/new-risk-management-and-internal-audit-framework-local-councils-nsw
https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/content/new-risk-management-and-internal-audit-framework-local-councils-nsw
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communities. It will also help ensure Councils create a culture of continuous improvement, 

accountability and transparency. 

 

” Every Council in NSW will be required to appoint and operate an Audit, Risk and Improvement 

Committee by March 2021 as part of the NSW Government’s package of reforms to strengthen local 

government. 

 

The NSW Government would like to know what Councils you think of the framework being proposed. 

Submissions may be made in writing by 31st December 2019. 

 

I have attached the Snapshot guide produced by the Office of Local Government which provides an 

overview of the proposal. 

 

Financial Implications 

There will obviously be a cost involved and that cost is yet to be determined and may be dependent 

on the structure of the Committee is required to meet and role and responsibilities of the proposed 

Chief Audit Executive. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council note the report on the proposed requirement to establish a New Risk Management 

and Internal Audit Framework. 

2. That Council note the information detailed in the Snapshot Guide and the further information on 

the website of the Office of Local Government. 

3. That Council canvas the idea of having the Far West Joint Organisation of Councils look to 

coordinating a shared function involving the joint Organisation itself and three (3) member 

Councils. 

4. That Council delegate to the General Manager the preparation and lodgement of a submission 

should it be deemed appropriate, 

 

 

Background: 

Tour De OROC was initiated back in 2013 to raise money for the Macquarie Homestay which aims to 

provide cheap accommodation for residents and their family members from the OROC area who are 

required to stay in Dubbo to seek medical treatment. To date almost $400,000 of fundraising has 

been contributed to Macquarie Homestay. 

 

With all of the hard work put in by so many people since the first event in 2013, the naming of the first 

guesthouse at Macquarie Homestay after Tour de OROC was acknowledgement of the significant 

contribution the event has made to the facility. 

 

There have been a number of local residents who have utilised the facilities of Macquarie Homestay 

and from all reports all have been impressed by the facility. Whilst located in Dubbo it is very much a 

facility for the region. 

File No C8.11-C12.5-D5.1-D5.2 

Report: 207/2019 Tour de OROC 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation: 

Plans are well advanced for the bi-annual Toyota Tour de OROC to be held in October 2019 with the 

dates for the ride being Monday, 7th October through to Saturday, 12th October 2019.  

 

The Rotary Club of Dubbo South will once again be running the event this year with the assistance of 

Councils, Rotary Clubs and individuals across the OROC footprint.  

 

Everything seems to be in place for the stopover in Bourke with accommodation booked, meals 

arranged and auction items secured with Managing Partner of Landmark Walsh Hughes, Greg Seiler 

agreeing to do the auction once again. 

 

Manager of Roads Mark Gordon whilst not riding this year, will supply the music at the welcome 

function whilst employee of Bourke Shire Council, John Bartley will join with Glen Curtis in riding with 

the peloton from Beemery into Bourke 

 

Financial Implications 

Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council have both agreed to support the cost of 

accommodation and meals for the riders whilst Bourke Rotary Club also held a Trivia Night to assist in 

the fund raising efforts. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council note the arrangement being made for the 2019 Tour de OROC whilst the riders are in 

Bourke. 

2. That Councillors who are available be encouraged to attend the welcome function. 

 

 

Background: 

It has been the past practice to close the Council Offices, Service NSW and Library for the three (3) 

working days between Christmas and New Year 

 

For this year, the closures would include three (3) workdays 27th, 30th and 31st December 2019 with 

staff returning on Thursday, 2nd January 2020.  

 

Current Situation: 

There is little business transacted during this period and many indoor staff members will be 

unavailable to work due to family commitments. 

 

The Exhibition Centre will be closed from the 25th December 2019 to 1st January 2020, inclusive and 

re-open on Thursday, 2nd January 2020. 

 

Staff will be required to take accrued Annual Leave or Rostered Days off during this period. 

 

File No A3.10.1 

Report: 208/2019   Christmas New Year Period Closure 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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The Waste Depot will be closed on Wednesday, 25th December 2019 and Thursday, 26th December 

2019 being Christmas Day and Boxing Day and will also be closed on Wednesday, 1st January 2020 for 

New Year’s Day but otherwise business as usual.  

 

The Water & Wastewater team can be contacted for emergencies on the public holidays by calling 

the Duty Officers phone 0419 722 055. 

 

All outdoor staff gangs will work with a skeleton crew during this period and if necessary will call staff 

out in an emergency. 

 

During that period at least one (1) Manager will be “on call” to assist in cases of emergency.  

 

As part of the Local Emergency Management procedures the contact details of staff are available to 

the Local Emergency Controller.  

 

Financial Implications: 

There is no significant financial implication with staff taking either accrued leave for that period with 

staff taking either accrued Rostered Days Off or Annual Leave 

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council agree to the closure of the Office, Service New South Wales and the Library on the 

27th, 30th and 31st December 2019 with staff returning on Thursday, 2nd January 2020.  

2. That the closures and emergency contacts be advertised in the Western Herald and on both 

Councils Website and Facebook Page 

 

 

Background: 

Bourke has been on water restriction since the 9th August 2018 with the level of those restrictions 

dependant on the level of the river in accordance with Council’s Drought Management Policy. 

 

Current Situation: 

Council is currently on Level Three (3) Restrictions and this is likely to go to Level Four (4) in around 

three (3) to four weeks (4). 

 

Watering of parks with the exception of Central Park, Davidson Oval, Coolican Oval and the Pool has 

long been ceased and the landscape of the town generally has suffered with a number of trees 

already dead and a number under severe stress.  

 

Council has received advice regarding its ability to fine residents who blatantly have disregard to the 

restriction and also to disconnect people. 

 

File No W2.2.11 

Report: 209/2019 Water Restrictions 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Financial Implication 

There some financial implications for Council and these involve the increased cost of ensuring 

sufficient supply including works done within the river itself. Some of the works have been provided 

via funding for emergency town water supply and other by Council resources. 

 

There is some reduction to pumping costs with the restrictions, however, these will be offset by the 

additional costs in running the bore supply. 

 

Recommendation:  

1. That Council notes the report on the water restrictions 

2. Council notes the action that can be taken against those people who blatantly have disregard to 

the restrictions imposed. 

 

 

Please note this will report be forwarded under separate Cover 

 

 

Background: 

The quadrennial Election for Council are to be held in September 2020 and Council is required to 

determine how the elections are to be administered. 

 

The General Manager is not allowed to conduct the election, but is able to appoint others to do so. 

 

Current Situation: 

The elections for Bourke Shire Council have in the past been run by the State Electoral Commission 

and can see no reason to change that arrangement. 

 

There have been a number of changes to the way the elections are run and the method of counting 

including the option to have a “countback” provision should a bi-election be required inside eighteen 

months of the quadrennial elections. 

 

There are other options available however, given the location of Bourke and the potential difficulties 

in being able to recruit suitable qualified and/or experienced staff it would be prudent to stay with an 

established provider. 

 

 

 

File No G4.86 

Report: 210/2019  Stronger Country Communities Fund 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No E2.1 

Report: 211/2019   Appointment of New South Wales Electoral Commission to undertake the 

2020 Quadrennial Elections 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Financial Implications 

Whilst there some degree of uncertainty in relation to the cost of the conduct of the elections at this 

stage following the release of the IPART Report, the costs will be covered in the main by current 

Budgetary Provisions combined with an annual provision held in reserve. 

 

Recommendation:  

That Bourke Shire resolves as follows:- 

1.  That pursuant to s. 296(2), (3) and (5A) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (“the Act”) that an 

election arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to administer all 

elections of the Council.  

2.  That pursuant to s. 296(2), (3) and (5A) of the Act, as applied and modified by s. 18, that a Council 

poll arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to administer all 

Council polls of the Council.  

3.  That pursuant to s. 296(2), (3) and (5A) of the Act, as applied and modified by s. 18, that a 

constitutional referendum arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner 

to administer all constitutional referenda of the Council.  

 

 

Background: 

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) is charged each year with making a 

determination as to the maximum increase able to be applied to Councils General Rate. 

 

To assist Councils with their forward planning the increased over the past few years the determination 

has been announced well in advance of the budgetary preparation period. 

 

The rate peg is the maximum percentage amount by which a Council may increase its general income 

for the year. 

  

The rate determines the maximum percentage amount by which a Council may increase its general 

income for the year. The rate peg does not apply to stormwater, waste collection, water and 

sewerage charges. 

 

Councils have discretion to determine how to allocate the rate peg increase between different 

ratepayer categories.  

 

The rate peg applies to general income in total, and not to individual ratepayers’ rates. As long as its 

general income remains within the set maximum increase, Councils may increase categories of rates 

by higher or lower than the rate peg. 

 

Individual rates are also affected by other factors, such as land valuations which can affect percentage 

changes to rates alongside the rate pegging process. 

 

 

File No R2.1 

Report: 212/2019 2020/2021 Rate Pegging Determination 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 
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Current Situation: 

The rate increase as determined by IPART for the 2020/2021 year is 2.6% 

  

In making their determination IPART has developed a measurement tool call the Local Government 

Cost Index (LGCI) which looks at all costs incurred by Local Government and the movement in these 

costs. 

 

Full details as to the rate peg and its application and the LGCI are available on the IPART website 

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home 

 

Financial Implications 

The 2.6% rate pegging increase, if adopted by Council as in previous years will result in an increase in 

rate revenue of approximately $45,000.00 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the determination of the 2020/2020 rate peg increase of 2.6 % 

 

  

Background: 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on the 26th August 2019 Council resolved as follows:- 

 

“Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling System to 

discuss the perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water security for all towns 

along the Barwon Darling River System” 

 

Given the tyranny of distance, it would be proposed that the first meeting be held by teleconference 

and the Councils could then possibly get together at the LGNSW Conference if needed. 

 

Current Situation: 

The meeting will be held by teleconference on the 30th September 2019 and hosted by Bourke Shire 

Council. 

 

At this stage Council representatives from Brewarrina, Walgett, Moree Plains, Central Darling, Broken 

Hill and Bourke have indicated their intention to participate, whilst others are yet to confirm. 

 

James McTavish the New South Wales Town Water Security Coordinator will also attend. 

 

An agenda will be complied and sent to the Councils over the next couple of days with all Councils 

being given the opportunity to contribute to that agenda.  

 

Financial Implications 

The staging of the teleconference will only involve the cost of the call itself and will be met from 

existing budgetary provisions 

File No W2.2 

Report: 213/2019   Water Security along the Barwon Darling River 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home
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Recommendation:  

That Council note the hosting of the meeting on the 30th September 2019. 

 

 

File No: C12.1 

Report: 214/2019  Determination of Meeting Time and Schedule 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

Background: 

Council is required to determine the day and time in which Ordinary Meetings of Council are to be 

held, ensuring compliance with the legislative provisions in relation to the scheduling of meetings. 

 

Number of Meetings Required to be held – Current Situation 

Under the provisions of Section 365 of the Local Government Act 1993 a Council is required to hold 

ten (10) meetings per year each of which must be held in a different month. 

 

Council Requirement to Give Public Notice 

 

Section 9 - Notice of meetings 

(1)   A Council must give notice to the public of the times and places of its meetings and meetings 

of those of its Committees of which all the members are Councillors. 

(2)   A Council and each such Committee must have available for the public at its offices and at 

each meeting copies (for inspection or taking away by any person) of the agenda and the associated 

business papers (such as correspondence and reports) for the meeting. 

(2A) In the case of a meeting whose agenda includes the receipt of information or discussion of other 

matters that, in the opinion of the General Manager, is likely to take place when the meeting is closed 

to the public:  

(a) the agenda for the meeting must indicate that the relevant item of business is of such a nature 

(but must not give details of that item), and 

(b) the requirements of subsection (2) with respect to the availability of business papers do not 

apply to the business papers for that item of business. 

(3)  The copies are to be available to the public as nearly as possible to the time they are available to 

Councillors. 

(4)  The copies are to be available free of charge. 

(5)  A notice given under this section or a copy of an agenda or of a business paper made available 

under this section may in addition be given or made available in electronic form. 

 

Method of Giving Notice Clause 232 of the Local Government (General Regulation) 2005 

 (1)  This clause prescribes the manner in which the requirements outlined in section 9 (1) of the Act 

are to be complied with. 

(2)   A notice of a meeting of a Council or of a Committee must be published in a newspaper 

circulating in the area before the meeting takes place. 

(3)  The notice must specify the time and place of the meeting. 

(4)  Notice of more than one meeting may be given in the same notice. 

(5)  This clause does not apply to an extraordinary meeting of a Council or Committee 
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Current Situation 

Council has previously resolved that the Ordinary Meetings of Council be scheduled for the fourth 

Monday of each month commencing at 9.15 am preceded by the Public Forum at 9.00am. 

 

Meetings have been held in each month with the exception of December. 

 

It is important that Council selects a time and date suitable to all members of Council to ensure that 

all Councillors can regularly attend. 

 

Whilst it is noted in the Code of Meeting Practice the time and date of Ordinary Meetings of Council 

is determined by resolution. A meeting time can be changed by resolution and public notice is 

required to be given of the change. 

  

Council should determine whether it wishes to hold its meeting on the same day of the month and at 

the same time or wishes to change the day or time. 

 

There have been occasions when Council has elected to change a meeting day due to a Public 

Holiday. Australia Day falls on Sunday, 26th January 2020 and Monday, 27th January 2020 has been 

designated a Public Holiday and as such it is proposed the meeting be held on Monday, 20th January 

2019. 

 

Public Holidays for New South Wales for the balance 2019 fall on the following dates: 

 

Holiday Day Date 

Labour Day Monday 7th October 2019 

Christmas Day  Wednesday 25th December 2019 

Boxing Day Thursday  26th December 2019 

 

Public Holidays for New South Wales in 2020 fall on the following dates: 

Holiday Day Date 

New Year's Day Wednesday 1st January 2020 

Australia Day Sunday  

Monday 

26th January 2020 

27th January 2020 (designated 

Australia Day Public Holiday) 

Good Friday Friday  10th April 2020 

Easter Saturday Saturday  11th April 2020 

Easter Sunday Sunday  13th April 2020 

Easter Monday Monday  14th April 2020  

ANZAC Day Saturday 25th April 2020 

Queen's Birthday Monday  8th June 2020 

Labour Day Monday  5th October 2020 

Christmas Day Monday  25th December  2020 

Boxing Day Tuesday  26th December 2020 

 

Should the need arise; an Extraordinary Meeting can be scheduled. 
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Once Council has determined the meeting schedule an advertisement will be placed in the next 

available issue of the Western Herald detailing the Meeting Dates for the Ordinary Meetings of 

Council for the period October 2019 to December 2020 with their location being the Council 

Chambers, 29 Mitchell Street Bourke, unless otherwise determined. 

 

Should Council maintain the scheduled Meeting Day as the Fourth Monday of each month the 

meeting schedule will be as follows:- 

 

Month/Year Proposed Meeting 

Date 

Reason 

2019   

October 28th  4th Monday 

November  25th   4th Monday  

2020   

January 20th  3rd Monday (27th 4th Monday 

designated Australia Day  Public 

Holiday) 

February  24th  4th Monday 

March 23rd   4th Monday 

April 27th    4th Monday  

May 25th   4th Monday 

June 22nd   4th Monday  

July 27th  4th Monday 

August  24th  4th Monday 

September 28th   4th Monday 

October 26th  4th Monday 

November 23rd  4th Monday  

 

Recommendations 

1. That Council determine the day and time of its Ordinary Council Meetings. 

2. That no meeting be scheduled for December 2020 

3. That public notice be given in relation to the proposed meeting schedule in accordance with 

Clause 232 of the Local Government (General) Regulation. 
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File No: C6.1 

Report: 215/2019   Composition of Council Committees and Confirmation of 

Appointment of Delegates to other Organisations 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

Background: 

Council operates a number of Committees internally and also has representation on a number of 

Committees and organisations external to Council. 

  

Current Situation: 

Membership of all Committees and delegates to various organisations are generally reviewed on an 

annual basis. 

 

Council has four (4) Standing Committees, The Roads and Plant Committee, Corporate Planning 

Committee, Town and Village Committee and the Tourism and Economic Development Committee. 

 

The operation of each of the Committees is outlined in the Charter for each of those Committees. 

 

These charters will be provided at the first meeting of each of the Committees for the quadrennial 

period. 

 

In addition to the Internal Committees there are a number of other Committees and organisations to 

which Council provides a delegate or is represented at meetings and these are included in the 

attached listing together with the name of the last appointee. 

 

The listings have also included brief details in relation to each of the organisations to which Council 

provides delegates and the level of involvement. 

 

Financial Implications: 

Provision has been made in the Operational Plan (Budget) for the expenses incurred in the 

attendance of Councillors and staff as members, delegates or representatives of the various 

Committees as detailed. 

 

Recommendation: 

1. That Council review and amend the listing of current internal Committee membership, 

2. That Council review and amend the listing of delegates to all external organisations, 

3. That the any required changes be incorporated in the listing of Committee members, 

representatives and delegates and the revised listing be circulated to Councillors; 

4. That the Delegates to outside organisations be notified to those organisations together with 

appropriate contact details. 



Local Government Organisations 

Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

North West Joint 

Organisation of 

Councils (FWJOC) 

Mayor 

General Manager 

Deputy Mayor 

MCS 

To look at regional based 

initiatives with positive outcomes 

for all Councils 

Bourke As scheduled Member 

Outback Shires Alliance Mayor 

Cr Barton 

Deputy Mayor To review opportunities for 

Resource Sharing and Improved 

Service Delivery for the Councils 

Generally 

Brewarrina 

As required Member 

Netwaste Manager 

Environmental 

Services  

Environmental 

Services Officer 

To coordinate strategic waste 

disposal initiatives 

Rotation 

amongst 

member Councils 

Quarterly Member 

Orana Water Utilities 

Alliance Board 

Mayor & General 

Manager 

Deputy Mayor 

& MCS 

Review the Strategic Direction and 

operation of  LMWUA 

Rotation 

amongst 

member Councils 

As required Member 

Orana Water Utilities 

Alliance Technical 

Committee 

Manager Works  Nil To determine  ongoing direction 

and strategic Direction of LMWUA 

Rotation 

amongst 

member Councils 

As required Member 

General Managers’ 

Advisory Committee 

General Manager MCS To provide advice the JO and to 

investigate regional collaboration 

Bourke As required Member 

Outback Arts Sally Torr Cr Thompson Promotion of the Arts and Arts 

related Activities 

Coonamble Quarterly Member 

Kamilaroi Highway 

Promotional 

Committee 

Cr Davis/Manager 

Tourism & Events 

Cr Ford To investigate, develop and 

institute promotion opportunities 

Rotation 

amongst 

member Councils 

and 

By phone 

As required Member 
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Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

Kidman Way 

Promotional 

Committee 

Cr Davis/Manager 

of Tourism & 

Events 

Cr Ford To promote and develop the 

tourist opportunities of towns 

serviced by the Kidman Way 

Rotation 

amongst 

Member Councils 

As required Member 

Western Division 

Councils Of NSW 

Mayor, Deputy 

Mayor & General 

Manager 

 To perform an advocacy role of all 

Councils located within the 

Western Division of NSW 

Rotation 

amongst 

Members 

Annual 

Conference 

Mid- year 

conference 

Member 

Darling River Run Manager of 

Tourism & Events 

 To promote the Darling River Run 

as a Tourism Route 

Various & by 

phone 

As required Member  
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Inter Government Liaison 

Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

Bushfire Liaison 

Committee 

Mayor 

General Manager 

MCS 

Cr Davis To Work with the RFS to ensure 

compliance with the service level 

agreement and preparedness for 

fires 

Either Bourke or 

Brewarrina 

Six Monthly Attendee 

Bourke Strategic 

Coordination Group 

Mayor 

General Manager 

Manager Tourism 

& Events 

Manager 

Corporate 

Services 

To ensure cost effective and 

efficient service delivery by State 

Government Agencies 

 Bourke Quarterly Attendee 

Local Emergency 

Management 

Committee 

General Manager Manager of 

Works 

To ensure adequate preparedness 

and planning for Emergency 

situations 

Bourke Quarterly Provide 

Secretariat 

Bourke Local Traffic 

Committee 

*Mayor Is The Local 

Members 

Representative 

Manager of Roads 

Manager of Works 

Mayor 

Services 

Technical 

Officer 

To review local traffic flow issues, 

parking, speed zones, etc. 

Bourke As required Provide 

Secretariat 

Joint Regional 

Planning Committee 

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

Cr Stutsel To review significant planning 

matters 

Generally by 

teleconference 

As required Attendee on 

issues 

impacting 

Bourke Shire 
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Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

Far West Regional 

Algal Coordinating 

Committee 

Manager 

Environmental 

Services 

Manager of 

Works 

To take proactive action in relation 

to algae bloom 

Generally by 

teleconference 

As required Attendee 

Regional Food Group 

 

Manager 

Environmental 

Services 

 To Liaise  with NSW FOOD 

Authority regarding food premises 

inspections etc.  

Generally Dubbo Quarterly Attendee 
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Community Liaison Groups 

Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

Bourke Alcohol 

Working Group 

Cr Ford/General 

Manager 

Manager 

Corporate 

Services 

To assist in the determination of 

actions in reducing the social 

impact of alcohol and drug use 

within Bourke 

Bourke Monthly Attend 

Bourke Liquor Accord Cr Bartley 

General Manager 

Cr Dorrington To review and develop policy in 

regard to the sales of Alcohol 

within the Shire 

Bourke Monthly Provide 

Secretariat 

Youth Interagency 

Committee 

Cr 

Barton/Manager 

Tourism & Events 

 To review the provision and 

operation of Youth Services within 

Bourke 

Bourke Monthly  

Attendee 

Community Aboriginal 

Working Party 

General Manager 

Manager of 

Tourism & Events 

Manager of 

Corporate 

Services 

Provide an advocacy role on 

behalf of the Bourke Aboriginal 

Community 

Bourke Monthly Invitee 

Bourke Business 

Development Group 

 

 

General Manager 

Manager of 

Tourism & Events 

Mayor 

Manager of 

Corporate 

Services 

To develop and implement 

strategies aimed at strengthening 

the business sector of Bourke and 

the growth of the town itself 

Bourke Monthly Provide 

Secretariat 

Bourke Shire Council 

Aboriginal Consultative 

Committee 

Mayor/Cr Ford 

Cr Cole/Cr Bartley 

Cr Barton 

 As per Charter Council Chambers As per 

Charter 

Provide 

Secretariat 
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Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Council 

Involvement 

Bourke Tourism 

Advisory Committee 

(Tac) 

Mayor 

Cr Stutsel 

Cr Cole 

Cr Barton 

 

 The Tourism Advisory Committee 

is to provide a mechanism to 

ensure that significant issues 

affecting the tourism industry 

within the Bourke Shire Council 

are clearly identified and are 

raised in the appropriate forums 

 As per 

Charter 

Provide 

Secretariat 

JB Renshaw Sporting 

Complex User Group 

Advisory Committee 

Mayor 

Cr Stutsel 

 

Others on an as 

needs basis 

Determine strategic priorities of 

the complex 

JB Renshaw 

Sporting Complex 

 Provide 

Secretariat 
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Council Internal Committees 

Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Other 

Comments 

Plant & Roads All  As per Charter As per Charter As per 

Charter 

 

Corporate All  As per Charter As per Charter As per 

Charter 

 

Town & Villages All  As per Charter As per Charter As per 

Charter 

 

Economic 

Development & 

Tourism 

All  As per Charter As per Charter As per 

Charter 

 

General Manager 

Performance Review 

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

 Review General Manager’s 

Performance 

Council Chambers Six (6) 

monthly 
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Regional Advisory Groups 

Committee Delegate(S) Alternate Purpose Meeting 

Place 

Meeting 

Frequency 

Other 

Comments 

Murray Darling 

Association 

Mayor Cr Cole  Various   

Barwon Darling Water 

(Formally Mungindi-

Menindee Advisory) 

Mayor 

Deputy Mayor 

Manager of 

Corporate 

Services 

General Manager 

To discuss water flow and 

allocation with  the river system 

Walgett or Bourke 

Generally 

Quarterly  

Macquarie Valley 

Advisory Committee 

Weeds Officer Manager 

Environmental 

Services 

Regional Weeds Eradication 

Strategy 

By Phone 

Sydney x 1 

Dubbo x 1 
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CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT REPORT 

 

File No: F1.1 

Report: 216/2019  Bank Reconciliation & Statement of Bank Balances 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st August 2019 

Balances as per Bank Statement $807,254.83 

Plus: Deposit not shown $13,026.36 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $82,810.91 

Balance as per Cash Book $737,470.28 

 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st August 2019 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $22,126,818.52 $200,000.00 

Water $3,255,220.36  

Sewer $1,987,991.74  

Trust $126,461.82  

Total Funds $27,496,492.44  

 

Investments as at 31st August 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.54 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75% 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.60% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.62% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.50% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,685,268.37 1.83% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,266.00 1.77% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $6,150,558.74 Flex  Days  

Total Investments $26,759,022.16    

 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that 

the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s 

Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 31st August 2019 

Balance as per cash book $737,470.28 

Investments $26,759,022.16 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $27,496,492.44 

 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st August 2019 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st July 2019  31st August 2019 

General Fund $21,200,840.85 $925,977.67 $22,126,818.52 

Water Fund $3,725,420.32 -$470,199.96 $3,255,220.36 

Sewer Fund $1,817,163.11 $170,828.63 $1,987,991.74 

Trust Fund $127,296.82 -$835.00 $126,461.82 

Investments -$25,013,411.15 -$1,745,611.01 -$26,759,022.16 

    

Totals $1,857,309.95 -$1,119,839.67 $737,470.28 

 

Balance of all Funds as at 31st July 2019           $1,857,309.95 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $1,303,200.87 

(b) Other Cash  $2,840,696.28 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $3,518,125.81 

(b) New Investment  $1,745,611.01 

Balance as 31st July 2019 $737,470.28 

 

Recommendation: 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement 

of Bank Balances as at 31st August 2019 be noted. 

 

Leonie Brown 

Manager of Corporate Services 
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File No: F1.1 

Report: 217/2019  Investment Report as at 31st August 2019 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

 

Introduction 

Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 

Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a monthly 

basis. 

 

Background 

The report is submitted monthly to Council. 

 

Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 

Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 

Assessment 

1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 

Local Government Act 1993 

Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 

 

The management59, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 

Corporate Services. 

 

2. Financial Implications/Consideration 

The 2019/20 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 

estimated return of 2.0%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds 

and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  

 

The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st August 2019 is $26,759,022.16. 

 

Investment income earned as at 31st August 2019 is $56,163.73. 

 

3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 

Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 

Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 

 

4. Strategic Implications – Implications For Long Term Plans/Targets 

Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investments as at 31st August 2019 

National Australia Bank $1,782,352.54 2.75% 365 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,900,266.33 2.75% 271 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $779,691.54 2.60% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $654,922.06 2.62% 181 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $682,412.18 2.50% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,685,268.37 1.83% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,266.00 1.77% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $6,150,558.74 Flex  Days  

Total Investments $26,759,022.16    

 

Term Deposits 

Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 

Average Investment Yield   2.43% 

 

Discussions/Comments 

The Investment portfolio increased by $1,745,611.01 during the period. 

 

The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The investment 

portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. 

 

The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new cap 

of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  

 

Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 

I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance with 

Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 31st August 2019 be received and 

noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted 
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DELEGATES REPORT 

 

File No: A9.2 

Report: 218/2019 Outback Arts Incorporated 

Responsible Officer: Sally Torr, Secretary, Bourke Arts Community Inc 

 

Background: 

Dr Sally Torr is the Secretary of the Bourke Arts Community Inc and Bourke Shire Council’s Delegate 

to the Outback Arts Committee. 

 

Introduction: 

Councillor John Thompson tabled the report from the Outback Arts Meeting held 18th – 19th July 2019 

at the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 26th August 2019. 

Note: a copy of the report has been sent out with the September business paper. 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council note the information in the Delegates Report, as presented to Council on Monday, 23rd 

September 2019 
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Bourke Shire Council 

 

Activity Reports 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, 23rd September 2019 
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Engineering Services Activity Report 

 

File No: E7.1 

Report:  219/2019 Works Completed 

Responsible Officer: Sandy Combe - Roads Inspector 

 

The following information outlines works completed from the 9th August 2019 to 10th September 2019 

inclusive. 

 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Wanaaring road upgrade  Formation 

MR 405 Wanaaring road upgrade Pavement 

MR 405 Wanaaring road upgrade Sealing 

  

2. SOUTH SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR68 south Top Grade 

MR407 Top Grade 

RLR 11 Top Grade 

RLR 7 Top Grade 

RLR 49 Top Grade 

 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 405 Formation 

MR 405 Pavement 

MR 405 Sealing 

 

4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

State Highways Pothole patching and edge repairs 

State Highways Erection of speed reduction signage  

Town Streets Pothole patching and edge repairs 

 

Staff Training Health and Wellbeing Day 
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5.PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried 

out 

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 

Public toilets cleaned & maintained 

Clean facilities 

General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Prepare for Market day 

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Prepare grounds for park run 

Prepare for campers 

Prepare for Dancers 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Junior Joeys Soccer 

Prepare grounds for Junior rugby union training 

Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out 

Prepare grounds for Senior Rugby Union training 

Prepare grounds for commencement of Bourke Rugby Union  

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 

Prepare ground for Mobile Playgroup 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Staff Training Health and Wellbeing Day 
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6.TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 

Weekly Town mowing 

Relieving Staff in garbage truck 

Daily-Main street programme 

Daily airport Inspections 

Monthly airport inspections Louth & Wanaaring 

Cemetery Prepared graves: 12/8/2019  and 2x 22/8/2019 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Health and Wellbeing Day 

Sundry Debtors 1454-Gravel 

 1455-Mulch 

 1456-Plant 

General Oil wharf deck and stairs 

 Bring frame in from North Bourke for Darling Park 

 Start Town poisoning of corners/drains/road edges and lanes 

 Pick up dead dog in laneway behind service station 

Prune trees on footpath in Hope Street 

Erect new signs in Main Street at Post Office 

Cold mix bridge approach at Deadman’s Creek on Louth Road 

Remove tree limb from house roof 

Cold mix library around new drain pit 

Crane Main Street and Darling Park 

Crane Darling Park 

Delivery gear to Enngonia hall for repairs 

Put tables together for pool 

Crane Main Street blocks 

Ongoing-Replacing faded Streets  

Load bush gang trucks with gravel 

Lane gate Shirt and Tudor Street completed 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant no Rego Description Work Carried Out 

100 CM10EW 2017 Colorado 
Correct computer, turbo over-boost, check turbo and 

operation, removed code 

106 63722D Toro Mower Replace axle, grease bearings 

111 TB60BR Dolly 
Replace spring pack, replaced rod bushes, make up bracket 

on truck 

132 CP22CH John Deere 
John Deere carried out service, pull covers off the tandems, 

found broken bullgears in tandems 

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo Blade shims replaced, new o-ring put on hydraulic hose 

139 BR53WH Caterpillar 
Service carried out, lubricate switch, check operation, 

wrong aerials 

141 XN84BW John Deere Service carried out 

148 TC60FS Dolly Replace rocker box bushes 

149 TC61FS Moore Triaxle Replaced bushes on rocker box 

150 BV55RE 2013 Caterpillar 
Fitted new blade wear pads in circle, new circle drive fitted, 

put new radio in 

161 YGU33D Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

178 CO73PY Isuzu 
Service carried out, installed new headlights, put two new 

batteries in 

209  Lister Check out genset, fix up a few wires 

210  Lister Replace fuel lines, 4eplace broken exhaust rocker 

231 X22672 Kohler Service carried out 

235  Cummins Service carried out 

239 TB85BR Tri axle Weld up spray bar on water cart 

25 YII01D Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

27 BD40GF Isuzu Removed codes, done manual burn 

310 BY01TB Caterpillar Re-joined wires and mounted back up 

33 YII01E Mazda BT 50 Service carried out, Tyre repaired, crack in diff welded up 

37 AJ01DM Isuzu All filters changed 

410 CS64ZN Colorado 7 Serviced carried out 

44 YII29T Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

46 BX92HR Hino  Service Carried out, overhead console fixed 

50 CL16AC Kenworth 
New exhaust pipe fitted and welded broken exhaust 

bracket, steering strut replaced, flat tyre repaired 

505 NX17EH Kenworth Service carried out and adjusted clutch 

506 NX65HG Kenworth Service carried out 

51 YII29U Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

510 73228D 
Smooth Drum 

Roller 

Ordered hose for hydraulic hose leaking, hydraulic hose 

replaced, hydraulic oil topped up 

511 73229D 
Smooth Drum 

Roller 
Service carried out 

512 73235D Multi Tyre Roller Service carried out 
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7 YGU33E Mazda BT 50 
Service carried out, all filters replaced, bull bar pulled 

forward 

76 P95814 Moore  
Replaced bushes, new brake shoes and drum fitted, new 

rocker box bushes fitted 

93 CE53WX Colorado Replaced battery, couldn’t find fuel leak 

97 YUB437 Isuzu New shocks fitted, new bolt in bull bar 

Staff Training Health and Wellbeing Day 
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8. Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance for August 

63 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

1 Culgoa Street Sewer Choke 

10 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

150 Meadows Road Sewer Choke 

17 Mitchell Street Sewer Choke 

45 Anson street Sewer Choke 

Louth Toilet Sewer Choke 

10 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

16 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

22 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

22 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

8 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

30 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

5 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 

114 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

30 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

56 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 

Central Park Sewer Choke 

14 Oxley Street Sewer Choke 

21 Tarcoon Street Sewer Choke 

8 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

3 Culgoa Street Sewer Choke 

20 Meek Street Sewer Choke 

12 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

21 Tarcoon Street Sewer Choke, dug sewer main to clear choke 

106 Hope Street Sewer Choke, dug sewer main to clear choke 

50 Hope Street Sewer Choke, dug sewer main to clear choke 

Central Park Fixed water to bubbler 

Enngonia Hall Replace sewer lines 

Replace sewer under floor 

Byrock Install new sand filter and low level switch 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

- Sewer Pump Station 

Pull pumps out to clean 

18 Hope Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

24 Hope Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

49 Oxley Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

35 Green Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

61 Mertin Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

9 Denman Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

9 Adelaide Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

7 Short Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 
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8 Harris Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

102 Darling Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre Repair Leaking 40mm poly line 

Culgoa Street, North Bourke Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

1 Tudor Street Dug 80mm raw water main and repaired main 

Airport Dug 50mm filtered water main and repaired main 

18 Oxley Street Repair leaking 50mm filtered water service 

57 Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

7 Anson Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

9 Wilson Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 20mm service 

13 Yanda Street Dug 100mm  filtered water main and repaired 20mm service 

34 Mertin Street Dug 100mm  filtered water main and repaired 20mm service 

73 Anson Street Install new filtered water service 

1 Tudor Street Replace gutter on veranda 

70 Oxley Street Install new raw and filtered water service 

Yandaroo Bush Camp Replace pump on septic 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 

Clara Hart Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 

Training Health and Wellbeing Day 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis  

 

Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 

Percentile 

Concentration 

Limit 

Nov 

2018 

Test 

Dec 

2018 

Test 

Jan 

2019 

Test 

Feb 

2019 

Test  

Mar 

2019 

Test 

Apr 

2019 

Test 

May 

2019 

Test 

Jun 

2019 

Test 

Jul 

2019 

Test 

Aug 

2019 

Test 

Sept 

2019 

Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 3 3 5 <2 <2 <2 5 <2 <2 3  

pH  6.5-8.5 8.29 8.72 8.46 9.44 8.77 9.22 8.66 9.13 9.19 9.18  

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 5 3.5 8.9 10.5 14.3 9.3 10.4 6.3 5 5.8  

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 2.4 1.3 1.7 1.10 2.38 1.6 2.4 1.6 2.5 2.3  

Total suspended solids mg/L 20 16 21 62 150 114 101 46 17 44 56  

Biochemical oxygen 

demand 
mg/L 15 11 9 22 18 36 24 26 19 24 5  

 

Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the 

above exceedances.   

 Rainfall in Bourke for August 2019 was 0.0 mm 

 Hottest day for August 2019 was  31.1 degrees 

 Coldest day for August 2019 was   -0.5 degrees 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 23rd September 2019. 
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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

File No: D3.2 

Report: 220/2019 Developments Approved Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Coordinator, Development & Regulatory Services 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Delegated Authority 

or Council 

Consent Type & 

Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 2020/0002 67 Tudor Street Bourke 

Lot 1, DP 502772 

Extension to existing dwelling 

Total value of Approved works for August 2019 = $97,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for August 2019 = 1 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for August 2019 = 0 

 

 

File No: A11.1.1 

Report: 20/2019 Building Services Report 

Author: Paul Faulkner, Environmental Coordinator 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes 

trim and remove trees and poisoning 

Contractors Electrical works to buildings and for water and waste water 

Buildings Removal of old men’s change room – Pool 

Completion of ramp, commence painting of gutters, and under building 

board replacement – Medical Centre 

Clean out Cadet Shed 

Install cladding – Enngonia Hall 

Install glass sliding door – Louth Hall 

Install roof vents and replace all light lubes – Louth toilets 

Termite inspection – Office 

Install window – Office 

Grants Central park toilets completed 

Tennis clubhouse recladding completed 

Cemetery toilet installed – connection required 

Install play equipment – Enngonia 

Plant Install false room Caravan 94 
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File No: A8.1 

Report: 20/2019 Animal Control/Environmental Issues Report 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Coordinator, Development & Regulatory Services 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 

Seized 7 14 

Surrendered 2 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 9 14 

Euthanased 2 14 

Returned to Owner 1 0 

Released from Pound 0 0 

Re-housed 6 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 0 0 

Total 9 14 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 3390 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  

 

Recommendation: 

That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 23rd September 2019 be received and noted. 
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GENERAL MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: G2.1 

Report: 221/2019 “From the GM’s Desk” 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl, General Manager 

 

22nd August   2019 

 

I was up at Enngonia last Thursday night when the local community hosted the “Drovers Run Rally” 

which is a fundraiser for the Westpac Helicopter based out of Tamworth. The drivers were all in four 

wheeled drive (4WD) vehicles. 

 

The small community of Enngonia banded together to cater for the 100 participants who took part in 

the event. 

 

The drivers and vehicles were readily accommodated at the Racecourse which provided plenty of 

space for the participants to set up camp. They enjoyed a two (2) course meal provided by the local 

community and enjoyed a few drinks around the fire pits as well as conducting an auction which 

assisted in the fundraising efforts. 

 

The group had been on the road for over a week and through a combination of all their various 

fundraising activities has to date raised over $250,000.00 dollars towards the Westpac Helicopter 

which is a great effort. 

 

The group warmly acknowledged the efforts of the Enngonia community led by Heather Stone as the 

local coordinator and it would surprise me if the community is not asked to assist in future rallies once 

word of their catering ability and hospitality provided filters out to those involved in the coordination 

of such events. 

 

Interestingly Enngonia was only chosen as a stopover when the coordinator of the rally was 

undertaking a preliminary “Pre Rally Scouting Exercise” of the route and when passing though the 

village thought Enngonia would be an ideal stopover. He noticed a bit of activity at the CWA building 

with the Enngonia Branch meeting that day and walk in and put the proposal to those present 

regarding the hosting of the stay and as they say “the rest is history”. 

 

 

Like Louth the Racecourse facilities at Enngonia are a credit to those in the small communities with 

much of the work undertaken being done on a voluntary basis and it was good to see the facilities at 

Enngonia get that extra utilisation. 

 

The facilities were given a tidy up for the rally and looked really good and with the races only a month 

away will make preparations for the Annual Race Day much easier. 
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As of Sunday 18th August 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke for 

365 days or ONE (1) YEAR. 

 

It must be remembered that Bourke had the benefit in 2018 of the “Northern Connectivity” 

Environmental Flow and without this flow the situation would be even direr than it is at the moment. 

 

The river height was at Bourke was 2.96 metres over the weekend and has been dropping at a rate of 

up to three (3) to four (4) centimetres per week. 

 

Unfortunately, the 2019 Environmental Flow dubbed the “Fish Flow” did not quite have the volume of 

water left in it to reach Bourke despite the best efforts of Brewarrina to assist in that regard. The 

severely dry conditions meant that losses in the environmental flow this year were greater than with 

the flow provided in 2018 

 

While difficult to predict it is anticipated that the current supply within the weir pool will last up to the 

end of October 2019 and then we will be back in the relatively uncharted territory experienced earlier 

this year which involved the pumping of water. 

 

 

A reminder that Level 3 Restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held hoses 

to two (2) hours per day. 

 

A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

Copies of these are also available at Council’s office and at Bourke Public Library. 

 

 

The August Meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held this coming Monday 26th August 2019 at 

Enngonia Memorial Hall commencing at 9.15pm with a Public Forum dealing with items on the 

agenda commencing at 9.00am. 

 

The meeting will provide the opportunity for the members of the Enngonia Community to sit in on a 

Council meeting. 

 

 

The provision of section 637 of the Local Government Act, provides that it is an offence to wilfully or 

negligently waste or misuse water from a public water supply. 

 

The maximum penalty is 20 penalty units. The penalty unit value is still $110.00 

 

A penalty notice can be issued on the occupier of the land where the waste or misuse of water has 

occurred. 

 

Council has the ability to issue on the spot fines of two (2) penalty points or $220.00 and will be 

looking to do so once level three (3) water restrictions have been publicised. 

 

A warning may be issued before the issue of the on the spot fines as it is recognised that sometimes 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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there may be a lapse of memory or concentration but those who are continually and blatantly 

ignoring the restrictions will be issued with the penalty. 

 

Once issued the penalty noticed is then handled by the New South Wales Office of State Revenue 

and they will be responsible for the collection of the penalty and enforcing further action if the 

penalty notice is remains unpaid. 

 

 

It was good to receive a number of positive comments regarding the roads to Louth last weekend 

and the presentation of the village more generally. Well done to all those staff of Bourke Shire who 

were involved and to the members of the Louth community who as always combined to ensure the 

village was presented to its best advantage and all visitors were well catered for. 

 

Both Bourke and Cobar Shires try and ensure that roads are in condition prior to the Louth Races and 

despite the very dry conditions this year was no exception. 

 

 

Voting finished last week for projects nominated under the “My Community Project” Funding Scheme. 

 

There were three (3) projects nominated for Bourke Local Government Area those being an 

Automatic Watering System at Bourke Showground, the painting of the mural on the Water Tower in 

recognition of the achievements of Bourke Commonwealth Gold Medallist Percy Hobson and the 

Improvements to the Health Centre at Wanaaring. 

 

It will be interesting to see what projects get up in the Barwon Electorate given the huge size of the 

electorate and the varying sized towns. 

 

I understand that the results will be made available in September. 

 

 

In a press release last week the NSW Government announced that it will fund the first year increase of 

the Emergency Services Levy for all local Councils to meet the cost of new Workers’ Compensation 

arrangements for firefighters. The State’s 128 Councils will receive $13.6 million in relief from the NSW 

Government this financial year to help support firefighters with cancer. 

 

The increase in cost to Bourke Shire Council was to be around $36,000. 

 

The Government acknowledged that the additional costs presented challenges for Councils, particularly 

those currently affected by the drought. It also acknowledged that many Councils had already 

developed their 2019-20 Budgets before the invoices for the increased Emergency Services Levy were 

issued. 

 

The Government will fund the $13.6 million increase in 2019-20 to alleviate the immediate pressure on 

local Councils. 

 

Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) were very active in negotiating the matter with the 
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State Government and they receive support from all Councils. 

 

 

The Missionaries of Charity will this year celebrate 50 years’ service in Australia. Bourke was the first 

place that St. Mother Teresa established a house in Australia. 

To celebrate this important milestone, the Bourke Catholic Parish will be holding a celebration on the 

13th October and the Bishop of the Diocese of Wilcannia Forbes Bishop Columba - Green OSSP will 

celebrate Mass in St Ignatius Church at 10.00am. 

 

 

Council contractors have been out at Enngonia over the past week undertaking some repair and 

improvement work at the Memorial Hall and will also be erecting the new playground equipment in 

the park next to the hall. 

 

The hall precinct at Enngonia has seen a number of improvements in the past few years with the War 

Memorial, Additional Public Toilet Facilities, Hall Improvements and now the playground equipment 

all being undertaken. 

 

The improvements are an excellent example of Council and community cooperation. 

 

Council has endeavoured to ensure that improvements are made in all the village area as funding 

becomes available. 

 

 

Work will soon commence on the fit out of the Ceramics Centre to be established at the Airport 

Precinct with the funding provided the State Government Regional Cultural Fund. 

 

The project is being driven by the Bourke Community Arts led by Sally Torr. 

 

Funding of $60,000.00 was secured to assist with projects which involves the connection of three (3) 

phase power, the installation of a kiln and the purchase of the pottery wheels and other equipment 

needed. 

 

Once operational the centre will provide a recreational facility outlet for a number of people and will 

also provide the opportunity for those persons who have an interest in pottery but no the opportunity 

to test their skill to have an opportunity to do so. 

 

 

Another project to commence shortly will be the establishment of an Aboriginal Art Studio and 

Gallery in Oxley Street again vis funding provided by the State Government through the Regional 

Cultural Fund, The Funding has allowed for the purchase of the building and then the fir out to 

ensure it meets the requirement of the artists. 

 

The application for funding for the project was prepared by MUDA Corporation with the funding 

under the auspice of Bourke Shire Council. The funding for the project was $665,019.00 which 

provides for a significant investment in the Bourke Community. 
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A temporary Gallery operated successful a couple of years ago and it is hoped to build on that 

success with the modernised and proposed fit out making it a much more user friendly facility and 

enable a more effective display of arts works. 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council scheduled a Workshop on Tuesday, 20th August to review its Priorities for 

Funding under Round Three (3) of the Stronger Country Communities Fund. Round Three (3) has an 

emphasis on Youth Projects with 50% of the funding to be allocated to projects targeting youth. 

 

Staff have suggested a number of projects which align with its Community Strategic Plan and the 

funding guidelines. 

 

Council is keen to ensure that work on the sporting precinct including Davidson and Coolican Ovals, 

the Pool and the PCYC continues and that Central Park improvements are also finalised. 

 

There has been a lot of funding and work being put into the main street and the linkage of the Wal 

Mitchell Wharf Precinct and it is hoped to be able to continue. 

 

With Tourism being such an important part of Bourke’s economy suggestions also include 

improvements to the signage within town to help provide additional information to tourists and 

particularly those with an interest in history. 

 

Another focus continues to be on the levy walk and the potential to eventually link the Wharf to North 

Bourke. 

 

An important part of this project will be the restoration of the North Bourke Bridge and estimates of 

the cost of work required are being undertaken. 

 

 

A reminder that the first instalment of rates is due on the 30th August 2019. 

 

 

Council had the opportunity to meet with three (3) Government Ministers last Thursday and raise 

issues of concern within their various Ministerial Portfolios. The opportunity is taken during such visits 

to prepare a short briefing paper to give to each Minister so that they have a reminder of the issues 

raised. 

 

The Ministers were impressed with a number of projects being undertaken within Bourke and the fact 

that these locally based and community led. 

 

The Ministers in town were the Hon. Donald Harwin, MLC, Special Minister of State, Minister for the 

Public Service and Employee Relations, Aboriginal Affairs, and the Arts, and Vice-President of the 

Executive Council, Leader of Government Business in the Legislative Council. The Hon. Mark 

Speakman SC, MP, Attorney General, and Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence and the 

Hon. Bronwyn Taylor, MLC, Minister for Mental Health, Regional Youth and Women paying a visit to 

Bourke. 
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The Shadow Minister for Water, Clayton Barr was also a guest last week and has only held the shadow 

portfolio for around six weeks since the appointment of the new labour leader and the appointment 

of the Shadow Cabinet. 

 

Clayton indicated that he was on a steep learning curve with water being a complex issue with a 

number of issues including the current drought to be considered in any decision making process. 

 

His visit was in part in an effort to familiarise himself with the issues across the state. He has previously 

been the Shadow Minister for Finance 

 

 

The decline in Bourke’s population is often referenced and in particular the impact of the millennium 

drought. 

 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics shows that in the 2001 census Bourke Shire had a population of 

3899. The 2016 census shows a population figure of Bourke Shire of 2634 which is a decline of 1264 

people. 

 

The decline was most noticeable between 2001 and 2006 when the population of the shire dropped 

from 3899 to 3095. 

 

The population seems to have plateaued at the moment and should still be sitting around the 2016 

level of 2634. 

 

From a Council point of view many grants have a per capita weighting and as such the decline in 

population it can have significant impact on some grants. 

 

The drop in population is not confined to Bourke with figures showing that with only a few exceptions 

rural Councils east of the Newell Highway showed a decline in population between 2001 and 2014 

and this is despite the overall population of New South Wales increasing by 14.3% or 943255 during 

the same period. 

 

The drift to the eastern seaboard is obvious and despite the high cost of real estate and the need to 

build additional infrastructure the trend is likely to continue. 

 

 

Council still has a number of funding application under consideration and will actively pursue grant 

opportunities as they become available. Council has had considerable success with its application for 

grants over the past few years and there is very tangible evidence that the improvements to the 

services and facilities across the Shire. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

“Lighten up, just enjoy life, smile more, laugh more, and don’t get so worked up about things”. 

Kenneth Branagh 
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29th August 2019 

 

The Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, Councillors John Thompson, Victor Bartley, Cecil Dorrington 

and I all travelled to Cobar for the Launch of the new air services which will provided air services to 

the towns of Bourke, Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Cobar. 

 

The launch was conducted by the Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Western New South Wales, 

the Hon. Adam Marshall, MP and attended by representatives of Bourke Walgett and Cobar Shires 

plus representatives from various Government Agencies. 

 

Also in attendance with their aeroplanes which will service the routes were the two (2) operators of 

the services being Airlink and Fly Pelican. Air link will be providing the services to Bourke, Walgett and 

Lightning Ridge whilst Fly Pelican will be flying the Cobar route. 

 

Flights to Bourke, Walgett and Lightning Ridge will only go to Dubbo with the schedule being 

developed so that passengers are able then to board a flight to Sydney on either of the two (2) 

airlines servicing that route. 

 

Of course the option is always available to fly to Brisbane, Melbourne, Canberra or Newcastle on the 

providers of those services. 

 

The Cobar route will involve both direct flights to Sydney and also flights to Dubbo. Dubbo is 

fortunate to have flights that link the city to a major portion of the eastern seaboard. 

 

The provision of an air service was announced over twelve (12) months ago and it has been a lot of 

work to get to the point that the operators have now been secured and arrangements being made 

for the introduction of the flights. 

 

Bourke has maintained all its necessary accreditation at the airport to allow the flights to commence 

as soon as possible and the investment in the improvements to the lighting and the reseal of the 

runway has proved to be a very good decision. 

 

 

Roy Butler, the Member for Barwon will be in Bourke later this week and has arranged to meet with 

Council over breakfast on Thursday morning. The early meeting provides the opportunity for as many 

Councillors as possible to attend the Meeting. 

 

 

Council has been invited to attend an information session to learn about recent and future water 

management on Tooralé National Park and State Conservation Area. The information session will 

provide a briefing on:- 

 Purchase of Tooralé land and water assets  

 Overview of the 2019 Warrego River flow event through Tooralé  

 How water is currently managed on Tooralé  

 Proposed changes to the water management structures on Tooralé  

 Overview of Warrego flow regime and proposed operating guidelines  

 Next steps and opportunities for further input  
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Representatives from the NSW and Commonwealth Departments will be present on the day to 

provide information. 

 

 

Tree removal contractors were in Bourke last week and removed a number of dead trees from the 

streets and other areas. With the drought continuing to bite there is every chance that we will have 

further trees die as a result of the extremely dry conditions. 

 

 

As of Sunday, 25th August 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke 

for 372 days.  

 

The river height was at Bourke was 2.93 metres over the weekend and has been dropping at a rate of 

up to three (3) to four (4) centimetres per week. 

 

While difficult to predict it is anticipated that the current supply within the weir pool will last up to the 

end of October 2019 and then we will be back in the relatively uncharted territory experienced earlier 

this year which involved the pumping of water. 

 

 

A reminder that Level 3 restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held hoses 

for two (2) hours per day. 

 

A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

A reminder that the first instalment of rates is due THIS FRIDAY, 30th August 2019. 

 

 

The Hon. Mark Coulton, MP, Member for Parkes and Minister for Regional Services, Decentralisation 

and Local Government Assistant Minister for Trade and Investment will be in Bourke next week to 

catch up with constituents and will take the opportunity to meet with Councillors and staff of Bourke 

Shire Council over breakfast on the 3rd September 2019. 

 

Despite the fact that Mark has the largest electorate in New South Wales and one of the largest in 

Australia he still manages to get around his electorate on regular basis. 

 

The pressure on Mark’s time would no doubt have increased significantly with his additional 

Ministerial portfolio responsibilities, however, these additional responsibilities have not impacted on 

his ability to be both visible and accessible across his electorate.  

 

 

With the water shortages across the state unlikely to ease in the immediate future and in particular 

those communities along the Barwon-Darling River system who basically rely on the flow in this river 

for their water supply I encourage everyone to be water wise and conserve water where you can. 

 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Council has available small timers which can be utilised to gauge how long you spend in the shower, 

for example and these are available free of charge from Councils Offices. 

 

Council also has a range of pamphlets available to demonstrate effective methods of water use both 

inside and outside the home. 

 

Conservation of water not only saves water but also saves money. For an example a slow and barely 

visible leak in your toilet can waste over 400 litres per year whilst a visible and constant leak can waste 

around 100,000 litres per year. This equates to around $220.00 at the current level of charges so it not 

only makes environment sense to save water but there is a financial incentive as well. 

 

The restrictions that have been put in place within Bourke and North Bourke are aimed at ensuring 

that the water within the Bourke weir pool remains available as long as possible. 

 

The community is fortunate to have two (2) bores which will enable the river supply to be 

supplemented once it drops to a level where access via the river pumps becomes difficult. 

 

For resident’s interest it should be noted that level three (3) restrictions were imposed last year on the 

24th December 2019 with level four (4) then being imposed on the 29th January 2019. Level five (5) 

were imposed on the 28th April 2019.  

 

It should also be noted that it was only a five (5) week period of level three (3) but that was due in 

part to the extremely hot weather being experienced. The length of time at level three (3) is expected 

to last a little longer this time, however, as the weather warms up there will be an increased level of 

evaporation and subsequent lowering of the river level. 

 

The time between the introduction of level four (4) and Level (5) water restrictions earlier this year was 

certainly influenced by the fact that Council was able to pump additional water into the weir pool 

from upstream. 

 

There is every likelihood that that this will occur again be case, however, the fact that we now have 

additional bore supply will assist to reducing the reliance on the river supply. 

 

As the river level drops it becomes increasingly difficult for the pumps to be able to supply the 

quantities of water required.  

 

 

At the Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales there will be elections of Office 

Bearers for the next two (2) years. 

 

Nominations have been called for and the constitution provides for representation from both rural 

and metropolitan areas to ensure that the board is as representative as possible across the state. 

 

 

Bourke Shire Councils August Meeting was due to be held at Enngonia but was transferred back to 

Bourke to allow Councillors and Staff the opportunity to attend the funeral of former long serving 

staff member Barry Gale. 
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It is proposed that the September Meeting of Council now be held in Enngonia on the 23rd 

September 2019. 

 

 

Council held a workshop, on Tuesday, 20th August 2019 to discuss Council’s application for the 

funding made available under Round 3 of the Stronger Country Communities Fund and the workshop 

also received information on how Council has allocated funds received to date, which has focussed 

on four key (4) areas being:- 

a. The major sporting hubs being Davidson Oval, Coolican Oval the Bourke War Memorial Pool 

and the PCYC area 

b. Central Park 

c. The CBD including linkages to the Wharf Area 

d. The Ongoing Development of the tourism product for Bourke. 

 

The details are contained within the publication called “Growing Bourke and Community “which has 

been complied by Consultant Belinda Colless. 

 

The publication is available on the Bourke Shire Website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

In addition to detailing the focus to date it also details a strategic focus for future funding looking at 

the completion of much of the works required in the four (4) focus areas to see them completed. 

 

As part of the recommendations contained within the publication there is details regarding suggested 

priorities for Round Three (3) of Stronger Country Communities as well as other works that should be 

considered as funding becomes available. 

 

Council notes the fact that they have ensured that work to date closely aligns to the priorities detailed 

in the Community Strategic Plan and the outcomes from a Strategic Workshop that detailed priorities 

for the development and improvement of sporting and recreational facilities in Bourke and District. 

 

Often it is said that Councils in some areas looks for community input to the strategic priorities and 

then largely ignores that input. This cannot be said in the case of Bourke Shire where work 

undertaken very much identifies with those community priorities 

 

 

Council has submitted an application for the A.R Bluett Memorial Award. The A.R Bluett Memorial 

award has been awarded annually since 1945. The Award is contested each year by Councils in NSW 

who would like to be recognised as being the most progressive in the state. Entry is open to all NSW 

councils irrespective of size or resources. 

 

The staff felt that Council had achieved a considerable amount over the past 12 months and took the 

opportunity to submit an application. 

 

The entry provided a great opportunity to reflect on what has been undertaken within the Shire and 

of the work on the Wanaaring Road, the proposed new Water Treatment Plant, the improvements in 

the CBD, and the further consolidation of Council’s strong financial position all form part of the 

submission. 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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There are two (2) categories for the award and the winners of each category will be announced at the 

Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales in October 2019. 

 

 

At the Meeting of Council held on Monday Council accepted tenders for the supply of a new grader 

and a new B-Double water tanker that were due for replacement in accordance with Councils Plant 

Replacement Program 

 

The long length of road for which Council is responsible and the tyranny of distance makes the 

operation of a modern and reliable plant fleet essential if Council is to undertake the maintenance of 

the road network in an efficient and effective manner. 

 

 

Council has been advised that applications are now open for the next round of the Fixing Country 

Roads Program and staff are working on applications to try and secure additional funding from the 

program to continue with the Wanaaring Roads Project. 

Funding to date from this program has proved extremely valuable and has allowed for a large section 

of the road to be sealed with further sections already identified to be completed. Access to further 

funding will see a continuation of work and resulting in the sealing of additional sections of the road.  

 

This will see the bringing of what was only a dream a few years ago closer to becoming a reality.  

 

The work done to date has attracted widespread praise from the regular users who have seen not 

only a much smoother ride but considerable time savings. 

 

 

The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New Sort Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019 

 

Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 

prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 

 

Materials for the day are supplied free of charge due to the generous sponsorship of Industry and the 

State Government. 

 

Graffiti vandalism costs New South Wales more than $300 million each year. 

 

Council in previous years participated in the day with mixed results and levels of participation. 

 

If you are keen to assist on the day please contact Councils Offices and leave your name and contact 

details 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The second best time is now.”  

– Chinese Proverb 
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12th September 2019 

 

The meeting held last week to discuss issues relating to the proposed installation of a desalination 

plant for Bourke went well; will a great deal of cooperation and assistance being displayed by all 

agencies involved. 

 

The meeting brought together representatives from various agencies including, Environmental 

Protection Authority (EPA), Department of Industry Water, Public Works Advisory, New South Wales 

Health and Bourke Shire Council. 

 

At this stage everything is progressing in the right direction and planning is well advanced. It is hoped 

that the plant will be operational prior to the end of the year. 

It should be noted that Bourke’s Water Supply is still on river water and has not been changed to a 

bore supply. 

 

It is anticipated that the transition to a bore supply will involve the blending of the water from both 

river and bores sources. 

 

 

As of Sunday, 8th September 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 

Bourke for 386 days. 

 

The river height at Bourke was 2.80 metres over the weekend and the level of the water is dropping 

at the rate of a little under one (1) centimetre per day. 

 

Council will shortly be commencing the construction of an additional pipeline from Walkden’s Bore 

into Bourke to provide for the additional water required and will also be looking at the feasibility of 

constructing an additional bore to provide some redundancy in the current supply available from 

existing bores. 

 

 

A reminder that Level Three (3) Restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand 

held hoses for two (2) hours per day. 

 

A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

The Hon. Mark Coulton, MP, Member for Parkes and Minister for Regional Services, Decentralisation 

and Local Government, Assistant Minister for Trade and Investment was in Bourke last week to catch 

up with constituents and also took the opportunity to meet with Councillors and staff of Bourke Shire  

 

Council over breakfast on Tuesday, 3rd September 2019. There were a number of issues discussed 

including the future of the Murray Darling Basin Plan, the drought, decentralisation and the Financial 

Assistance Grants. 

 

 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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We also had the opportunity to thank Mark for his ongoing support in trying to improve 

telecommunication within the shire and the appreciation of Council for the significant increase in the 

Roads to Recovery Funding to Councils. 

 

 

Staff have been busy preparing for the arrival of the Bush Tracker Owners Group that will call Bourke 

their home for the next 10 days for their Annual General Meeting Muster. The group of around 120 

have travelled to Bourke from all across Australia for their get-together. Setting up camp at the 

Bourke Racecourse, the group will enjoy a packed schedule of events and activities both at their base 

and around the shire, getting to know locals and donating to local organisations. Please make them 

feel welcome. 

 

The first face-to-face meeting of the Kidman Way Promotional Committee for the year convened in 

Griffith last week, with the working group serving to advance discussions and information exchange 

on the operationalisation of the Kidman Highway network. 

 

The “Breeze into Bourke” campaign run last year in the spring school holidays is almost upon us and 

is always a popular time of the year with families. With the QLD holidays, commencing a week before 

NSW we are also aiming to capture this market. The program is intended to not only occupy local 

families and visitors but to promote and encourage visitors to explore and stay in our region a little 

longer than they usually would. 

 

The program will again be distributed to local schools, day care centres along with accommodation 

operators. Hard copies will be delivered to neighbouring shires and made available at the Bourke 

Visitor Information & Exhibition Centre and will be available for all tablets and mobile phone access. 

Staff are in the final phase of completing the layout and design for the new Back O’ Bourke Exhibition 

Centre brochure before it gets released to the public for advertising in the coming weeks. 

 

The new brochure will see high quality, user-friendly information not only available in a hard copy but 

also in a digital format. This will address consumer expectations to find visitor information where they 

want to look – on smartphones, iPads, their laptops as well as traditional brochure and magazine 

racks. 

 

 

The September Meeting of Council now be held in Enngonia on Monday, 23rd September 2019. 

 

The meeting will start at 9.15am at the Enngonia War Memorial Hall and will be preceded at 9.00am 

by a Public Forum during which time residents are able to speak to matters on the agenda. 

 

 

The announcement that an air service for the towns of Bourke, Walgett, Lightning Ridge and Cobar 

would re-commence was very welcome news indeed and has been extremely well received by 

members of the community. 

 

Whilst the Cobar service is scheduled to commence towards the end of September the other services 

are not anticipated to be operating until late November. 
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Representatives from Air Link who will provide the service to Bourke will be visiting next week to meet 

with Council and community groups and will ensure that any outstanding matters able to be finalised. 

At the launch of the air services in Cobar last week I took the opportunity to invite the Minister for 

Agriculture and Western New South Wales Adam Marshall MP to be present at the first flight into 

Bourke and he was very receptive to that invitation pending other Parliamentary commitments. 

 

 

The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 

 

Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 

prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 

 

Materials for the day are supplied free of charge, due to the generous sponsorship of Industry and 

the State Government. 

 

 

There is an opportunity for local businesses within the Bourke Local Government Area to join the 

NSW Companion Card program. 

 

A Companion Card is for people with significant and permanent disability that need a carer with them 

at all times to participate in community events and recreational activities. 

 

The program promotes fair ticketing for people who require an attendant carer and removes one of 

the barriers to their participation in activities and events – the expense of purchasing an additional 

ticket for their companion. 

 

Currently there are more than 1700 “Companion Card” affiliated businesses in NSW that are 

benefitting from access to an extensive and often untapped market of people with disability. The 

program also provides these businesses with the opportunity to demonstrate their commitment to 

social inclusion, present a positive image within their community, and meet some obligations under 

anti-discrimination laws. 

 

Further information about the program is available by contacting us directly on 1800 893 044 or via 

email on info.companioncard@facs.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

The Careers Expo organised by the Project Officer for the Bourke Aboriginal Employment Strategy, 

Mick McDowell and the Careers Advisor at Bourke High School, Anna McCorkle went very well with 

excellent support from employers and agencies. 

 

The Expo gave the students the opportunity to get exposure to a number of vocations many of which 

may not an accessible information source within town. 

 

A number of those who hosted stall travelled a considerable distance to participate and their effort 

very much appreciated. 

 

http://nsw.gov.au/
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I had the opportunity to attend for a short period and spoke to a number of the stallholders and each 

seemed pleased with the format and a couple commented on the fact that it had grown from last 

year and will continue to grow if the level of support demonstrated over the past two (2) years 

continues. 

 

 

The Tour De OROC is only a few weeks off and will stopover in Bourke on the night of the 9th October 

2019 and the Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council will host the riders, arranging 

accommodation and meals. 

 

A fundraising Auction will be held at the Port of Bourke on that evening with great support for 

auction items provided by Luke Moon of the Port of Bourke Hotel. 

 

Included in the auction are the following items:-  

 2 large Eskies 

 1 small esky 

 I Kayak seat and paddles 

 I Qld State of Origin Gear Bag 1 kid’s sleeping bag 

 I Sensor light 

 I portable barbeque I Tackle Box 

 Bottles of wine 

 A SIGNED 2019 SOUTH SYDNEY GUERNSEY 

 A NSW Country Guernsey in Indigenous Design There are other items to be auctioned as well 

 

I would encourage all members of the community to come along and support what is a great cause, 

ALL FUNDS raised will go towards Macquarie Homestay in Dubbo which provides quality and 

affordable accommodation for those people from the areas surrounding Dubbo who have to visit 

Dubbo for Medical Treatment or have to accompany a relative seeking treatment. A number of 

Bourke residents have already utilised the facilities and without an exception having been glowing in 

both terms of the accommodation and the hospitality. 

 

The four (4) Rotary Clubs in Dubbo have decide that once a month each club will provide a meal for 

those who happen to be staying at the facility on that night. That is a tremendous gesture by the 

Clubs and one that I know has been very much appreciated. 

 

There have been a number of people from Bourke who have already utilised the facilities at 

Macquarie Homestay and without exception all have been very impressed. 

 

 

The 2019 Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales will be held next month with 

both the Mayor and myself attending. Bourke Shire Council has submitted a number of motions for 

consideration for inclusion in the business paper dealing with a range of issues. 

 

The Conference will be held in Warwick Farm in accordance with the policy of having a city based 

conference one year and a rural/regional based conference on the alternate year. Last year’s 

conference was held in Albury. The conference will see the election of the Board of LG NSW for the 

next two (2) years. 
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With the drought showing no signs of abating and the general consensus that the situation could 

readily recur in the future, Bourke Shire Council is concerned about the lack of a secure water supply 

for Bourke itself and other villages and towns along the system. 

 

With this in mind Council resolved at its last meeting on the 26th August 2019 as follows:- 

 

“Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling System to discuss the 

perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water security for all towns along the Barwon Darling 

River System” 

 

Given the tyranny of distance it would be proposed that the first meeting be by teleconference and 

the Councils could then possible get together at the LGNSW Conference if needed. 

 

 

At the August Meeting Council also resolved to write to the State Government seeking conisation of 

the construction of an additional river storage for Bourke following the passing of the following 

resolution. 

 

“That Council write to the State Government seeking their urgent consideration of the construction of a 

regulator or additional weir, including a fish ladder, upstream of Bourke at a location identified as BU8”. 

 

The letter to the State Government has been directed to the Minister for Water, the Hon. Melinda 

Pavey, MP, Council acknowledged the huge strain that has been placed on the State Governments 

resources as a result of the drought and expressed its appreciation is of the allocation of funding 

made and the assistance provided to date to overcome the problems being faced by Bourke in 

securing an ongoing town water supply for the short-term. 

 

However, it was also noted the conditions being experienced today will no doubt be replicated in the 

future and the opportunity should be taken to plan for that occurrence and put into place a strategy 

to avert or at the very least minimise the impact of the lack of flow within the river system. 

 

A solution to this issue is the construction of an additional storage facility. 

 

 

Work is continuing to the improvements to the boat ramp area at North Bourke with guard rail 

having been installed to both delineate the access to the ramp itself and to improve safety. 

 

Whilst the dry conditions and lack of a flow in the river have temporarily suspended most water sports 

the river with flow again and we will see a resurgence of activity from the water sports enthusiasts. 

 

There are other improvements planned for the area around the boat ramp with an overall aim to see 

an improved amenity and facilities in what has become a very popular recreational area. 

 

The Bourke War Memorial Pool will be open to the public from 28th September 2019. 
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Lessee Mark Hollman has been working hard to get things ready for the oncoming season which will 

be the last for the current pool with plans to build a new pool at the end of the current season. The 

new pool will be funded from grant funding made available via the Stronger Country Communities 

Fund which will be supplemented from loan funding raised by Council. 

 

 

Making the transition from winter based sports to summer based sports, I would encourage sporting 

groups and other organisations who utilise Council owned sporting and recreation facilities to ensure 

that they book their proposed usage with Council’s Engineering Support Officer. 

 

The booking of facilities will eliminate the possibility of clashes with use and also allow Council staff to 

ensure that the facilities are prepared in accordance with any requirements. 

 

As long as we are able Bourke Shire Council will endeavour to try and keep the main sporting ovals 

and Central Park green. However, as the drought bites this task may become increasingly difficult. 

 

 

Those who go to the PCYC or drive down that way may have noticed that the M.A Davidson Oval 

gates have been repaired with the missing letters been replaced and the archway given a coat of 

paint. When funding for a new fence around Davidson Oval becomes available we may be able to 

once again incorporate this piece of Bourke’s history into the new fencing. 

 

As I have mentioned previously, there is a desire to ensure that the sporting complex bounded by 

Coolican and Davidson Ovals are presented to their best advantage. 

 

 

Anne Holst, Senior Coordination Officer, Far West who was based at Bourke out of an Office in our 

building for the past nine (9) months, following Gerry Collins promotion and transfer to Dubbo has 

finished her temporary contact and has left Bourke. 

 

Anne was involved in a number of projects within the community and was a valued member of the 

team previously known as the Department of Premier and Cabinet but now known as the Department 

Planning Industry and Environment under the new structure adopted by the State Government 

following the last election in March. I would like to acknowledge her contribution whilst in the role and 

wish her all the best for the future, which I think initially involves sailing around the Whitsundays. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

 

“My father always used to say, "Don't raise your voice. Improve your argument." Good sense does not 

always lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, unruly crowd is always the best arbiter 

of what is right.”          -Desmond Tutu 

 

 

  



Business paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held at the Enngonia Memorial Hall at Enngonia NSW 2840 on Monday, 2019 

at 9.15am 

This is page 73 of 90 the business paper for the ordinary meeting of Council to be held at the Enngonia Memorial Hall at Enngonia 

NSW 2840 on Monday, 2019 at 9.15am 

19th September 2019 

 

As of Sunday, 15th September 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 

Bourke for 393 days.  

 

The river height was at Bourke was 2.76 metres over the weekend and the level of the water has been 

dropping at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day. 

 

The 22nd of September will bring up the 400-day mark. 

 

Without the Northern Connectivity Environmental Flow in April 2018 and the water received on a 

couple of occasions down the Culgoa River the situation would be indeed much direr than the current 

situation. 

 

 

On the 30th September 2019 Bourke Shire Council will host a teleconference involving those Councils 

along the Barwon Darling River to discuss the current lack of strategy for the long term water security 

within the system. 

 

At this stage Council Representatives from Brewarrina, Walgett, Moree Plains, Central Darling, Broken 

Hill and Bourke have indicated their intention to participate whilst a couple of other are yet to 

confirm. 

 

The meeting follows a resolution passed by Council on the 26th August 2019. 

“Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling System to discuss the 

perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water security for all towns along the Barwon Darling 

River System”. 

 

Given the tyranny of distance is proposed that the first meeting be by teleconference and the 

Councils could then possible get together at the LGNSW Conference if needed. 

 

 

A reminder that level three (3) restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held 

hoses for two (2) hours per day. 

 

A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

The Bush Tracker Owners Group are currently in Bourke and all enjoying their time “Back O’ Bourke “ 

70 caravans and around 140 people have converged on the JB Renshaw Sporting Complex and it is 

quite an impressive sight. 

 

Members have come from all Australian States with apparently the exception of the Northern 

Territory. 

 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Each year the group select a town for their Annual Event. In 2018 they were in Streaky Bay South 

Australia and in 2020 they will go to Queensland. 

 

Bourke Shire Council staff put together a submission to the President of the group, Murray 

Woolnough and his committee who subsequently visited Bourke with other Committee members 

prior to them making the decision to come to Bourke for the rally. 

 

Last Friday night I joined with Deputy Mayor, Lachlan Ford, Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie 

Brown, Manager of Tourism and Events, Fran Carter and Tourist Officer, Jodie Sontag in being able to 

welcome the group to Bourke. 

 

Also participating in the welcome function was Brandee –Lee Lovett who gave a welcome to Country 

and was supported by Local Elder, Phil Sullivan who provided an overview of the community from a 

cultural perspective. 

 

The welcome function was also very appreciative of the performance of the (Bourke High School) Girri 

Girri Girls Dance Group. 

 

 

The September Meeting of Council will be held in Enngonia on Monday, 23rd September 2019 

 

The meeting will start at 9.15am at the Enngonia War Memorial Hall and will be preceded by a Public 

Forum during which time residents are able to speak to matters on the agenda. 

 

 

The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 

 

Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 

prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 

 

Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day are supplied free of charge, due to the 

generous sponsorship from the commercial sector and the State Government. 

 

 

The Tour De OROC is only a few weeks off and will stopover in Bourke on the night of the 9th October 

2019 and the Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council will host the riders, arranging 

accommodation and meals. 

 

On the night there will be an Auction to raise funds for the Tour de OROC which in turn will be given 

to the Macquarie Homestay to support the future development of the complex. 

There is an excellent array of items for auction and I would encourage everyone to come down and 

support what is a great facility for those seeking accommodation while seeking medical attention in 

Dubbo. 
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As the community makes the transition from winter based sports to summer based sports I would 

encourage sporting groups and other organisations who utilise Council owned sporting and 

recreation facilities to ensure that they book their proposed usage with Council’s Engineering Support 

Officer. 

 

The booking of facilities will eliminate the possibility of clashes with use and also allow Council staff to   

ensure that the facilities are prepared in accordance with any requirements. 

 

As long as we are able Bourke Shire Council will endeavour to try and keep in main sporting ovals 

and Central Park green. However, as the drought bites this task may become increasingly difficult 

 

 

The Office for Veterans Affairs Department of Communities and Justice are seeking Local Government 

assistance to promote the Premier’s ANZAC Memorial Scholarship Tour (PAMS 2020). The funded 

study tour gives 20 History students the chance to visit battlefields, memorials and significant sites in 

Greece and Singapore.  

 

Government, Catholic and Independent high schools can enter the ballot until Friday, 18th October 

2019 for a chance to be selected. 

 

Further information about the tour can be found on the NSW Office for Veterans Affairs website at 

bit.ly/PAMS2020 

 

  

Council’s Road Maintenance crews have completed grading of Ben Lomond, Mulgaroon and 

Wilgareena Roads. 

 

Work has also been undertaken on the East and West roads leading to Enngonia in preparation for 

the 2019 Enngonia Race Meeting on 21st September 2019 

 

Slashing of Mitchell highway between Bourke and Enngonia is in progress and should be a well 

advanced if not completed by the race day. 

 

  

The final sealing works of Stage 3 of the Wanaaring Road reconstruction being the Wongareena Plain 

section will be completed on Wednesday 18th September 2019.  

 

Funding for the reconstruction works has been provided by the State Government under the fixing 

Country Roads Program 

 

Overall stages 1, 2, 3 of the Wanaaring Road project will see around 46.05kms of road reconstructed 

and sealed and this is approximately 10 kilometres more than initially proposed. 

 

As previously mentioned Council will continue with its efforts to secure additional funding to enable 

the reconstruction work to continue. 

 

https://www.veterans.nsw.gov.au/education/premiers-anzac-memorial-scholarship/?utm_source=outlook&utm_medium=email-council&utm_campaign=PAMS2020
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The construction team relocate to start the Goonery to Barakee Section later this month following the 

sealing of the Wongereena Plains Section.  

 

 

I attended the farewell for Greg and Maggie Moore last Friday night and joined with other members 

of the community in acknowledging the work that Greg has done in both his roles as Commander of 

the Darling River Command and then the newly created Central North Command. 

 

Greg has been responsible for the introduction of a number on new initiatives over the past seven 

years and a number of these have been looked at with a view to replication them elsewhere in the 

State.  

 

Deputy Mayor, Lachlan Ford made a presentation to Greg on behalf of Council and I would join with 

him in wishing the Moore Family all the best for the future and thank them for the contribution they 

made to the Bourke community. 

 

 

A reminder that Council has available small timers which can be used to measure time taken in the 

shower for example to provide an indication of just how much time individuals take to shower. As the 

drought continues and water becomes increasingly scarce small savings such as reducing your time in 

the shower, only doing full loads of washing can have a massive savings of water when the cumulative 

impact across the whole community is considered. 

 

Water is a finite resources and it is only at times such as the current drought conditions that we are 

experiencing that it is really appreciated as such. It is an importance resource which is often taken for 

granted the ability to turn on the tap and get potable water. 

 

 

IPART has set the 2020-21 rate peg for NSW Councils at 2.6%. 

  

The calculation of the rate peg for 2020-21 is based in part on the increase in the Local Government 

Cost Index (LGCI). 

  

The rate peg is the maximum percentage amount by which a Council may increase its total general 

rate income for the year. 

  

For almost all Councils, general income consists entirely of rates income. For a small number of 

Councils, general income also includes some annual charges such as drainage levies. The rate peg 

does not apply to stormwater, waste collection, water and sewerage charges. 

 

Councils have discretion to determine how to allocate the rate peg increase between different 

ratepayer categories.  

 

As long as its general income remains within the set maximum increase, Councils may increase 

categories of rates by higher or lower than the rate peg. 
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Individual rates are also affected by other factors, such as land valuations which can affect percentage 

changes to rates alongside the rate pegging process. 

 

For further details in respect of the rate increase you can go to the IPART Website 

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home 

 

 

Bourke Shire Council is pleased to advise that the Bourke War Memorial Olympic Pool Complex will 

be opening for the 2019/2020 swimming season at 10.00am on Saturday, 28th September 2019. 

 

Full details in relation to opening hours and charges both season ticket and casual entry are 

contained within an advertisement in this week’s edition of the Western Herald and are also available 

in the Council website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 

 

  

The next meeting of the Far North West Joint Organisation of Councils will be held in Bourke on the 

30th September 2019 and both the Mayor, Councillor Barry Holman and I will be attending along with 

representatives from Cobar and Walgett Councils, the Department of Premier, Cabinet and the Office 

of Local Government. 

 

 

The Enngonia Races are on this weekend and I encourage everybody to consider making the trip up 

to Enngonia foe what is always a great day out. 

 

Admittance to the races is free courtesy of sponsorship provided by the local grazing community as a 

means of saying thank you to all those who have assisted in providing support during the current 

drought. It is a great gesture by those involved and will hopefully lead to an increased attendance on 

the day. 

 

A number of the Bush Tracker group have indicated that they will be making their way back home via 

Enngonia taking the opportunity to enjoy a real bush race meeting in the rustic setting at Enngonia. 

 

It is a great effort for such a small community to be able to come together to put on the race meeting 

as it is in Louth. It is the conduct of such events that is so important in galvanising the community and 

providing at the same time a great social occasion. 

 

 

The State Government has released the details of the voting and successful applications for funding 

under My Community Project 2019. 

 

Unfortunately, none of the projects submitted for Bourke Shire Local Government area were 

successful. 

 

  

https://www.ipart.nsw.gov.au/Home
http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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There were three (3) projects from the Bourke Local Government Area that had been submitted and 

these were:- 

1. A watering system for Renshaw Oval 

2. Additions to the Health Centre at Wanaaring 

3. The Painting of the Percy Hobson Mural on the Anson Street Water Tower 

 

The two (2) success projects in Barwon were both based in Warrumbungle Shire being 

1. A silo art project featuring Dunedoo born champion jockey Hugh Bowman on world recording 

breaking racehorse Winx 

2. The rejuvenation of Horse sports at Binnaway 

 

There were over 1,500 great project ideas included in the public vote this year and the high calibre of 

projects submitted meant the people of NSW had many good project ideas to choose from. 

 

For information about how the vote was conducted visit nsw.gov.au/mycommunityproject 

 

 

Far West - Algal Coordinating Committee (FW-RACC) have issued their latest report on Blue-green 

which shows that there is a green alert at the Bourke Boat Ramp 

 

Alert Definitions as specified in The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) 

Guidelines for Managing Risks in Recreational Water 2008.  

 

The use of these guidelines is endorsed by the Scientific Subcommittee of the NSW Algal Advisory 

Group. 

 

GREEN ALERT  

Blue-green algae occur naturally at low numbers. At these concentrations, algae would not normally 

be visible, however some species may affect taste and odour of water even at low numbers and does 

not pose any problems for recreational, stock or household use. 

 

 

Quote of the week! 

“Give up the hope that you’ll ever change the past. Change the present. Tomorrow, today 

will be the past.” 

 

Ross Earl 

General Manager 

 

Recommendation: 

That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 

23rd September 2019 be received and noted. 
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CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: L4.1 

Report: 222/2019 Library Report 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Responsible Officer: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

 

The following items for the 2018/2019 period are presented for your information 

Item August 2018 Item August 2019 

Audio Visual 212 Audio Visual 104 

Adult Fiction 229 Adult Fiction 242 

Non-Fiction 94 Non-Fiction 72 

Junior Fiction 240 Junior Fiction 136 

Magazines 41 Magazines 78 

eBook/Audio 76 eBooks/eAudio 116 

Interlibrary Loans  Interlibrary Loans  

Total 892 Total 748 

 

Other statistical information 

 August 2018  August 2019 

New Members 14 New Members 18 

Internet/Word Processing 97 Internet/Word Processing 98 

Wireless Tickets 17 Wireless Tickets 20 

Number of Visitors 1574 Number of Visitors 1726 

Scans 21 Scans 50 

Information Requests 94 Information Requests 113 

Technical Assistance 49 Technical Assistance 92 

Faxes 5 Faxes/Laminating 17 

 

 Craft and Storytime this month had the theme of “Destination Moon” in line with National 

Science Week, and we had 14 children attend. 

 An Escape Room for children was held this month, with a Star Wars theme, and 13 children 

attended. 

 Children’s book illustrator Craig Smith was in the library this month to teach our school 

children about drawing and illustrating. Approximately 130 children attended from St Ignatius, 

Bourke Public School and Bourke High School attended the sessions, and Craig was also able 

to visit Enngonia Public School to talk to the children there. 

 This month we had visits from Preschool, with four (4) sessions held during Children’s Book 

Week. The 53 children attending enjoyed some Book Week craft and stories. 

 Children’s Book Week was celebrated in the library this month. We ran competitions 

throughout the month, and we had over 100 entries. Prizes of audiobooks were very 

generously donated for all the winners by Bolinda Audio. A party was held at the end of the 

week, and 20 children attended. 
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 Jodi was able to demonstrate the Be Connected program to seniors at the Bourke Bowling 

Club this month, and four (4) sessions were held in the library. 

 A senior’s morning tea was held this month, and six (6) seniors attended to enjoy a cup of tea 

and a chat. This was very much enjoyed by all who attended, and will become a regular 

monthly event. 

 A STEM session was held for our Coding Club kids over mid-term break. Our five (5) coders 

successfully put together their own robots and were able to create some crazy artworks with 

them. A second coding session was held with two (2) children attending, and they have now 

moved on to scratch coding on the laptops. 

 

Jodi Hatch 

Library Manager 

 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to Council 

on Monday, 23rd September 2019. 
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TOURISM AND EVENTS MANAGER’S ACTIVITY REPORT 

 

File No: T4.3 

Report: Aug/Sept 2019 Activity update 

Responsible Officer: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism and Events 

 

Executive Summary 

The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council with an 

updated status report for the month of August/September, relating to its tourism teams activities 

through visual data including graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of the team progress 

and performance. 

 

It comprises of an overview of the operations, major activities and achievements of Councils tourism 

section and will provide a platform to allow for the detailed monitoring of critical data for future 

analysis. 

 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre: 

General Activities for August 

• 4052 visitors for the month of August. 

 542 visitors purchased tickets for the Exhibition Centre. 

 82 visitors undertook the guided tour through the centre. 

 122 visitors purchase permits/tickets for other attractions through the centre. 

 

Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Figures: 

 

 

 

 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 862 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1142 1021 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 3362 3166 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 3698 3693 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 4440 4490 

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834 

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 4375 4052 

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 3240  

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 2360  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 645  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 353  

          

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 30374  
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Coach/ Group Bookings & Itineraries  

 7th August- 35 pax 

 16th August-17 pax 

 31st August-14 pax 

 

For the month of August, the staff at the centre arranged and hosted three (3) Coach groups to 

Bourke from Wagga (NSW), Gold Coast (QLD), Sydney (NSW).   

 

All bookings have included the creation and coordination of itineraries by Visitor Information Centre 

Staff. 

 

Function Centre Bookings 

Over the past month there has been six (6) event bookings for the function centre with 330 delegates 

in attendance.  

 

Visitor Statistics 

Back O’ Bourke Visitor Information & Exhibition Centre welcomed just over 4000 visitors to the 

Centre for August, down on previous years but consistent with other parts of the region and on 

trend with other states that have experienced significant natural disasters -floods, fires and/or 

droughts over the past 12 months.  

 

Bourke reflects mixed results across individual tourism operators, with a few reporting a positive 

Performance, whilst others recording their worst on record to date due to the drought.  

 

For the month of August, majority of visitors are from NSW and Victoria and are heading 

north/north east. (38%) of this market are in there 60’s and quite active and (19%) are in there 

70’s. Whilst visiting Bourke for 1-2 days (50%) or 3-4 days (35%). 67% of these visitors are staying 

in Caravan Parks. Interesting, 38% visitors to the region had only planned there trip 1-3 months 

with 21% having planned 4-7 months ago. Changing environmental factors across the states has 

contributed to this in the last 12 months 

 

66% visitors have attended a Caravan & Camping Show to obtain information, with  29% 

attending the Melbourne Show and 17% the Brisbane Show. 

 

With use of social media to obtain information when travelling, 55% said they used Facebook- 

which is expected for this demographic, unlike the 10% who are using Instagram. Some 

respondents were confused about what social media is, sighting answers that they use a 

computer, internet, email or nothing, but once explained they are familiar with popular platforms 

like Facebook. 

 

These results will be monitored over the next 12 months and will be a good tool moving forward 

with generating new marketing strategies for Bourke in the future.  
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Coming to Bourke from: 

 
 

Leaving Bourke 
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Age (under) 

 
 

 

 

Duration of stay 
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Style of Accommodation 

 
 

 

How long ago did you plan? 
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Do you attend Caravan & Camping Shows 

 
Caravan & Camping Shows- Where 
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Social Media usage 

 
 

Recommendation:  

That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as presented 

to Council on Monday, 23rd September 2019.   

 

Fran Carter         

Manager of Tourism & Events 
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CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Council Meeting, 23rd September 2019 
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Closed Session of Council – Confidential reports 

  

ENGINEERING SERVICES REPORT 

 

File No: O2.1, T3.1 

Report:  224/2019 Confidential – Supply and Delivery of Traffic Safety Signage T181819OROC 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

As a result of discussions with participating councils regarding their requirements for the Supply and 

Delivery of Traffic & Safety Signage, Regional Procurement has called an open Panel Source tender. 

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

 

File No: O2.1, T3.1 

Report:  225/2019 Confidential – Supply and Delivery of Concrete PipesT691920HUN Orana 

Region 

Responsible Officer: Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

As a result of discussions with participating councils regarding their requirements for the Supply and 

Delivery of Concrete Pipes, Regional Procurement has called an open Single Source tender.  

Tenders closed at 10.00am on 23 July 2019. 

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
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Environmental Services Report 

 

File No: D3.1 

Report:  226/2019 Confidential – DA 2017/0020/02 

Responsible Officer: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 being personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 

Councillors). 

 

Recommendation: 

That the subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (a) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 being personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 

Councillors). 

 

 

General Managers Report 

 

File No: A11.1.2-A11.2.16 

Report:  227/2019 Confidential – Strategic Land Purchases 

Responsible Officer: Ross Earl - General Manager 

 

The subject report is proposed to be held in Closed Session under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local 

Government Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed 

prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

Recommendation:  

That the report be considered in Closed Council under Section 10A (2) (d) (i) of the Local Government 

Act, 1993 commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the 

commercial position of the person who supplied it. 

 

 

 


