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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW 
ON MONDAY, 28 OCTOBER 2019 AT 9.15AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Barry Hollman (Mayor), Cr John Thompson, Cr Robert Stutsel, Cr Victor 
Bartley, Cr Lachlan Ford (Deputy Mayor), Cr Cec Dorrington, Cr Sarah Barton, 
Cr Sam Rice, Cr Sally Davis 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Dwayne Willoughby (Manager Environmental Services), Brian Tickle (Acting 
Manager Corporate Services), Mark Gordon (Manager Roads), Ross Earl 
(General Manager), Kai Howard-Oakman, (Executive Assistant) 

 

1 OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

2 REMEMBRANCE 

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 

Tom Haase and Tony Tengstrom  

3 APOLOGIES  

Resolution  2019/358  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

That the apology received from Cr Stutsel be accepted and leave of absence granted. 

Carried 

  

4 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

CR JOHN THOMPSON DECLARED AN INTEREST IN THIS REPORT, CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 21.8 - 
LEGAL ACTION FOR DEBT RECOVERY. 
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5 MAYORAL MINUTE 

5.1 Mayoral Activity Report 

Date Event Location 

23/09/19 Dinner with A.R Bluett Award Committee Diggers on the Darling 

24/09/19 Presentation with Staff for the A.R Bluett Award  BOBEC Conference Centre 

26/09/19 NIB Health Insurance Meeting Council Chambee 

27/09/19 National Police Remembrance Day Anglican Church 

30/09/19 JO Meeting  Council Chamber 

30/09/19 Stakeholders Along the Barwon Darling River 
System  

Teleconference 

02/10/19 Sustaining Drought Meeting Sydney 

04/10/19 Corroboree YAAMA NGUNNA BAAKA  2CUZFM 

08/10/19 Extraordinary Meeting of Council Council Chamber 

09/10/19 Welcomed the Tour de OROC Riders Port of Bourke Hotel 

13-16/10/19 LGNSW Annual Conference 2019 Warwick Farm 

16/10/19 Along with GM received the A.R Bluett Award for 
Regional Council  at the LGNSW Annual Conference 

Warick Farm 

17/10/19 Stakeholders Barwon Darling River Meeting with 
Water NSW & Public Works – Discussed Western 
Weirs Strategy 

Warick Farm 

21-24/10/19 Murray Darling Annual Conference Toowoomba 

28/10/19 Council Meeting Council Chamber 

 

Resolution  2019/359  

Moved: Cr Barry Hollman 

That the information in the Mayoral Activity Report as presented at the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council held on Monday, 28 October 2019 be noted. 

Carried 
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6  STARRING OF ITEMS 

6.1 Starring of Items 

A number of Items have been starred for discussion. 

The Mayor invited requests for the starring of additional items and the following items were listed 
for discussion. 

Report NO Report Name Responsible 
Officer 

8.1  Notice of Motion – Bourke Water Security Options GM 

10.3 Business Arising GM  

11.5 Tree Removal Consideration MW 

11.6 Request for Tree Removal – 5 Denman St MW 

11.7 RNSW1804 - Charles St Reservoir–Design & Construction MW 

11.8 Licence between Bourke Shire Council & BAI Communications Pty 
Ltd, Bourke Water Tower NSW 

MW 

12.1 DA2019/0004 Proposed Goat Handling Facility MES   

14.1 Finance Report – Bank Reconcilation – Period Ending 30/09/2019 A/MCS 

14.2 Finance Report – Investments A/MCS 

14.3 Quarterly Report of Unpaid Rates A/MCS 

14.4 2018/2019 Audited Financial Statements & Auditors Reports A/MCS 

18.1 Policy – 3.4.(V1) Feral or Infanct Companion Animal Management MES 

20.6  Tourism & Events Activity Report MT&E 

21.1 Purchase of Second-hand Landfill Compactor  MRS 

21.2 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 01446-00009000-000 A/MCS 

21.3 Finance - Rates Write Offs Assessment number 01486-00000000-
000 

A/MCS 

21.4 Finance - Rates Write-off Assessment Number 01447-10000000-000 A/MCS 

21.5 Finance - Rates Write-off Assessment number 00758-00000000-000 A/MCS 

21.6 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 00658-00000000-000 A/MCS 

21.7 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 01446-00006000-000 A/MCS 

 

Resolution  2019/360  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

That Council note that due to the transition to the new format of the business paper that no 
items were starred and as such all items would be subject to individual consideration. 

Carried 
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7 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolution  2019/361  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Monday, 23rd September and the 
Extraordinary Meeting held on Tuesday, 8th October 2019 be confirmed.  

Carried 
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8 NOTICE OF MOTION 

8.1 Notice of Motion - Bourke Water Security Options 

File Number: W2.2.9 

Attachments: Nil 
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Resolution  2019/362  
Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 
 
1. That Bourke Shire Council engage an appropriately qualified consultant to cost and complete 

a scoping/design study for a shovel ready plan to secure the water supply from the Darling 

River for the towns and villages situated on the river for the Bourke Shire Council area. 

2. All water supply options from previous reports and added new ideas to be discussed within 

Council, with agreed options forwarded to the consultants for further analysis. 

3. That the study be completed in a timely matter to allow council to lobby Federal and State 

Governments for Funding Assistance for water security options for Bourke Shire Council’s 

future water needs. 

4. Bourke Shire Council allocate $250,000 towards the scoping/design study, to be met from 

the Water Fund Reserve and that the State Government also be asked to make a 

contribution. 

Carried 
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9 RESCISSION MOTION 

Nil  



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 October 2019 

 

Item 10.2 Page 12 

10 BUSINESS ARISING 

10.1 Calendar of Events 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Information sent out monthly to advise when Council Meetings, meetings which Councillors are 
delegates to and other meetings of which Council is a member or a representative of Council. 
 
Current Situation 
Below are the current list of Council Meetings that will be held for the remainder of 2019 and 
2020. 

Month/Year Meeting Date Time Event Location 

2019 

October 28th  9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

November  18th-20th   National Local Roads & 
Transport Congress 

Adelaide Hills Convention 
Centre, Hahndorf, SA 

 25th   9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 

2020 

January 20th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

February  24th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

March 23rd   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

April 27th    9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

May 25th   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

June 22nd   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

July 27th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

August  24th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

September 28th   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

October 26th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

November 23rd  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

 
 

Recommendation 
For Councillors information 

Resolution  2019/363  
Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 
1. That the information in Report 10.1, Calendar of Events be noted. 

Carried 
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10.2 Information to Councillors 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Each month a list of correspondence is sent out in the Business Paper to the Councillors to ensure 
that they have not missed any information since the last Business Paper was produced. 
Financial Implications 

 

Recommendation 
For Councillors information only 

DATE INFORMATION SENT Author Web Address Link Email 

19/09/19 LGNSW Annual Report 2018/19 Cr Linda Scott 
President 

 
 

24/09/19 “From the GM’s Desk” 190926 GM https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/cou
ncil/gms-desk/ 

 

30/09/19 19-08 Consultation on revised IPC 
Guideline 1 Returns of Interests 

OLG  
 

01/10/19 Press Release - Data Collection for 
Bourke Water Supply 

GM  
 

02/10/19 Updated info re Code of Conduct 
breaches by Councillors 

OLG  
 

02/10/19 Bourke – Wanaaring Road Greg Standfield  
Wanaaring & District Progress 
Association 

 
 

03/10/19 “From the GM’s Desk” 03/10/19  https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/cou
ncil/gms-desk/ 

 

08/10/19 Central Darling administration 
extension 

Astrid Carlton Planning 
Industry & Environment 

 
 

08/10/19 “From the GM’s Desk” 19/10/10 GM https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/cou
ncil/gms-desk/ 

 

08/10/19 Low flying airborne survey 50% 
complete 

Astrid Carlton Planning 
Industry & Environment 

 
 

10/10/19 URGENT MESSAGE: For all Council - 
Shire Mayors, GMs, Delegates 
attending next Mondays Local 
Government Conference. 

Martin Ticehurst former 
Mayor Lithgow City Council 

 

 

14/10/19 Acting General Manager  GM   

14/10/19 "From the GM's Desk" 191017 GM https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/cou
ncil/gms-desk/ 

 

16/10/19 Media Release - Level 4 Water 
Restrictions 

Acting GM https//bourke.nsw.gov.au  
 

21/10/19 Letter of congratulations on  winning 
the A.R. Bluett Award 

The Hon. Shelley Hancock MP, 
Minister for Local 
Government 

 
 

https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/gms-desk/
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Resolution  2019/364  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That Report, 10.2  Information to Councillors be noted. 
Carried 
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10.3 BUSINESS ARISING FROM SEPTEMBER 2019 MEETING RESOLUTIONS 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Current Situation 

KEY: Action still pending    Action 

GM  General Manager MRS Manager Road Services 

MCS Manager Corporate Services MES Manager Environmental Services 

MTE Manager Tourism & Events MW Manager Works 

 

206/2013 Review of Organisational Structure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number S6.41 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN 

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current 
duties performed and requirements of the organisation. 

In progress 

 

516/2016 Birthing Facilities at Bourke and Visit by Professor Sally Tracy 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That Council decide what further representations may be required following the 
receipt of any responses from its letters and considering any issues raised by 
Professor Tracy 

Still to be 
finalised 

 
  

67/118/177/203/2015 Full Birthing Unit for Bourke Hospital 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

That further information in regards to midwife led birthing models be obtained. Ongoing  
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182/2018 Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File Number A11.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 
3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group 
for $1.00 with the following conditions:- 
1. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a requirement 

that the land is used only for the provision of aged care facilities/services; 
2. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group 

that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group to re-
transfer the land to Council in the event that The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 
Group proposes to sell the land to a third party (except with prior approval of 
Council); and  

3. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests referred to in the 
Deed referred to in 2. Above. 

In progress 

 

199/2018 Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File Number V1.5 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip and start 
negotiations with the current land owner to purchase a parcel of land that would 
allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. Council continue to monitor 
the Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.   

Ongoing, contact 
RFDS to 
determine 
requirements 

 

321/2018 Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community Centre 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager Environment Services 

File Number A11.2.24 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be developed 
which details the allowable uses of the building and the fee required to be paid 
for the use and any bond that need to be lodged. 

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for their 
endorsement 

Ongoing 

 

  

362/2018 Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update 

Responsible Officer Manager Environmental Services 

File Number E6.1-E6.4-L8.1 

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN 

1. Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for 
industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.  

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council 

Continue to 
lobby 
Government 
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394/2018 Western Local Health District (WLHD) 

Responsible Officer Mayor/General Manager 

File Number H1.1 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not 
received in our previous letters:- 
1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country 
2. Results of any patient satisfactory survey 
3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke 

District Hospital 
4. Details of the model of care in place at present 

Letter written 

395/2018 Council Owned Land to be transferred to Bourke Aboriginal Health Service 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A11.1.5 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

That Council request from the Bourke Aboriginal Health Service; a progress report 
on the funding application they have submitted for the provision of a Clinic and 
Administration Centre; a Music School; a Gymnasium and a Training School for 
which they have requested transfer of ownership of Council owned land. 

Letter written 
 
Awaiting reply 
 
 

 

427/2018 Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

The General Manager to prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, 
including the seeking of legal advice if necessary 

Report to be 
prepared 

 

07/2019 Bourke Future Water Supply Options 

Responsible Officer Manager of Works 

File No W2.2.9 - W2.2.12 

DECISION     ACTION TAKEN 

1.  That Council take immediate steps to augment the Bourke Weir Pool with 
water from the 19A weir Pool, provided it is practicable and economically 
viable. 

2.  That Council lobby the current State Government and candidates for the seat 
of Barwon in the upcoming state elections to commit to the construction of a 
“regulator” as soon as possible at the site known as BU8 which is east of 
Bourke.  

3.  That Council, take all steps to ensure that, where possible, that no stranding 
of water occurs in the Bourke Weir Pool, pumping and/or extraction. 

4.  That Council lobby all levels of Government to make a release of 
environmental water to recharge the Bourke Weir 

5. That Council look to the establishment of another bore to supplement 
Walkden’s Bore as a matter of urgency. 

All in progress 
 
 
Information sent 
to Ministers as 
part of the Orana 
Water Utilities 
Alliance 
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File No A11.2.21 

Report: 310/2019  Lease of Old Golf Club and New Pre School Building to Bourke and 
District Children’s Services 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

Council agrees to the lease of the Bourke Pre-School and the old Bourke Golf Club 
to Bourke and District Children’s Services for an initial period of five (5) years with 
options for a further two (2) five (5) year periods. The lease amount be as 
previously determined with the addition of an annual increase in line with the 
Annual CPI increase applicable to Sydney each year. 

In progress 

 

93/2019  Development of the Motel Site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 

Responsible Officer Manager Corporate Services 

File No T4.3.6 

DECISION ACTION TAKEN 

Motel site at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre be advertised for sale by 
Expressions of Interest for a period of 21 days as outlined in the report. 

To be 
readvertised 

That a further confidential report outlining any Expressions of Interest received 
be brought back to Council 

Ongoing 

 

156/2019  Confidential –  Construction of Sewerage Treatment Plant Facilities 

Responsible Officer General Manager/Manager of Works 

File No S3.2.3 

DECISION  

Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for the additional 
costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Additional Sewage 
Treatment Facilities in Bourke 

Ongoing  

 

202/2019  Town Street Trees 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works 

File No T6.1 

DECISION  

1. Replacement of the trees be deferred until water supply for the town is a little 
more certain 

To be completed 
once town water 
supply is certain 2. Replacement trees be selected from species as identified in the Street Tree 

Masterplan/ deferred until water supply for the town is a little more certain 

 

239/2019  Lease of Land at Louth to Royal Flying Doctor Service for the Establishment 
of a Clinic 

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

File No A11.1.4-L5.5-V1.5-LD-L11.1.3 

DECISION  

1. That the lease of the land be at a nominal amount of $100.00 per year 
2. That the General Manager seeks all appropriate approvals from Crown Lands 

In progress 
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251/2019  Bourke Rams Clubhouse 

Responsible Officer Liam Rice, President – Rams– Junior Rugby Union Football Club 
Bernard Davis, President – Rams – Rugby Union Football Club 

File No P1.5-S4.6 

DECISION  

Council give in principle support to the proposal and a report be brought back to 
Council providing further details in relation to exact location, size of building and 
inclusions. 

 

 

272/2019  Request for Tree Removal 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager of Works 

File No T6.2 

DECISION  

That Council advertise the proposed removal of the trees including the request to 
remove the tree as identified at 13 Tudor Street, 1 Wortumertie Street and 54 
Short Street in accordance with Council’s Policy and a report be bought back to 
Council 

See Engineering 
October Report 

 

274/2019  Drought – Water Update 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl – General Manager   

File No W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1 

DECISION  

Write to the State Government seeking their urgent consideration of the 
construction of a regulator or additional weir including a fish ladder or upstream 
of Bourke at a location identified as BU8 

Letter sent 

 

311/2019  Letter of Appreciation – Bushtracker Owners Group (BOGS) 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A3.3 

DECISION  

A letter to be written to the Bushtracker Owners Group thanking them for their generous 
donation to the Bourke Community of $24,000 along with a defibrillator 

Letter sent 

 

314/2019  Business Arising – Birthing Facilities in Bourke 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No H1.1 

DECISION  

Council refer the letters that have been written to the Health Services regarding 
the Birthing Facilities and other ancillary health issues to which a satisfactory 
response has not been received, to the Member for Barwon, Mr Roy Butler, MP, 
for his assistance in obtaining replies 

Letter to be sent 
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316/2019  Louth Public School Encroachment  

Responsible Officer Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

File No V1.5 

DECISION  

1. Council confirm that the land that is the subject of the encroachment is under 
the ownership/control of Bourke Shire Council. 

In progress 

2. Council agrees in principle to the sale of the area that is the subject of the 
encroachment to the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning 
(Department of Education) for the nominal amount of $1.00. 

In progress 

3. Council agrees to enter into a lease for the land that is the subject of the 
encroachment to the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Learning 
pending the finalisation of the sale process. 

In progress 

4. The General Manager negotiate the lease or use of Council owned 
land/facilities within Louth to be used to provide Early Childhood Education 
Services.  

In progress 

 

317/2019  Requirement to Establish an Internal Audit Function – Ability of Councils to 
have Input 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No C6.35 

DECISION  

1. That Council canvas the idea of having the Far West Joint Organisation of 
Councils look to coordinating a shared function involving the joint 
Organisation itself and three (3) member Councils. 

2. That Council delegate to the General Manager the preparation and 
lodgement of a submission should it be deemed appropriate 

In progress 

 

319/2019  Christmas New Year Period Closure 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No A3.10.1 

DECISION  

That the closures and emergency contacts be advertised in the Western Herald 
and on both Councils Website and Facebook Page 

To be advertised 
closer to the 
date 

 

321/2019  Funding to be provided to Support Council’s Application for Round 3 
Stronger Country Communities Fund 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No G4.86 

DECISION  

Council make an allocation of $100,000.00 available from the Infrastructure 
Renewal Reserve to supplement the funds provided by the Stronger Communities 
Fund to allow the completion of the project. 

In progress 
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325/2019  Determination of Meeting Time and Schedule 

Responsible Officer General Manager 

File No C12.1 

DECISION  

Public notice be given in relation to the proposed meeting schedule for 
2019/2020 

Completed 

 

329/2019  Financial Assistance Grant 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services  

File No F1.4.6 

DECISION  

Council write to the Grants Commission expressing appreciation for the 
additional funds 

Letter sent 

 

330/2019  Late Report - Release of IPART Reports into Rating and Compliance Matters 
for Consultation 

Responsible Officer Manager of Corporate Services 

File No R2.1-R2.6 

DECISION  

Council makes a submission to the Minister for Local Government advising of its 
comments in relation to the New South Wales Rating Review 

 

 

345/2019  Confidential - Supply and Delivery of Traffic & Safety Signage T181819OROC 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon Manager of Roads 

File No O2.1, T3.1 

DECISION  

1. That Artcraft, Barrier Signs and Central Signs be awarded this contract as the 
Panel Source suppliers to participating OROC Councils for the period 1st April 
2019 to 31st March 2021. 

2. That a provision be allowed for a 12-month extension based on satisfactory 
supplier performance, which may take this contract through to 31st March 
2022. 
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346/2019  Confidential-Supply and Delivery of Concrete Pipes T691920HUN Orana 
Region 

Responsible Officer Mark Gordon, Manager of Roads 

File No O2.1, T3.1 

DECISION  

1. That Holcim (Australia) Pty Ltd t/a Humes be awarded this contract as the 
Single Source supplier to participating Orana Region Councils for the period 1st 
October 2019 to 30 September 2021, and  

 

2. That a provision be allowed for a 12-month extension based on satisfactory 
supplier performance, which may take this contract through to 30th 
September 2022, and  

 

3. That Holcim (Australia) Pty Ltd t/a Humes conforming pricing schedule be 
adopted for the term of the contract.  

 

 

347/2019  Confidential -  DA 2017/0020/02 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No D3.1 

DECISION  

The General Manager makes appropriate representations to the Building 
Professionals Board in relation to Construction Certification process. 

 

 

348/2019  Confidential -  DA 2017/0020/02 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No D3.1 

DECISION  

Council also seek the advice of our retained Solicitors in relation to Construction 
Certification process. 

 

 

349/2019  Confidential – Potential Strategic Land Purchases to Meet Operational 
Needs of Council 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A11.1.2-A11.2.16 

DECISION  

The Mayor and General Manager continue to negotiate strategic land purchases 
required to meet Council’s needs. 

Ongoing 
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351/2019  Bourke Levee Inspection/Richard Street Stormwater Outlet 

Responsible Officer Peter Brown, Manager Works   

File No L3.1-L3.2-T6.2 

DECISION  

1. Council use infrastructure renewal funds of $200,000 for work required on the 
Richard Street storm water outlet  

2. That a report on the winning quotation for the Richard Street Drainage be 
bought back to Council 

Awaiting the 
outcome of 
quotations 

 

Recommendation 
1. That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 

28th October 2019. 

Resolution  2019/365  
Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 
1. That Council invite the Minister for Health, the Hon. Brad Hazzard, MP, the Member for 

Barwon, Roy Butler, MP, the CEO of Western NSW Health Service and the CEO of RaRMS to 
discuss several issues including doctors having visiting rights at the hospital. 

2. That Council note the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 
28th October 2019. 

Carried 
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11 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

11.5 Tree Removal Consideration 

File Number: T6.2 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Peter Brown, Manager Works  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council received an email on 22nd August 2018 from the residents at 13 Tudor Street 
Bourke about the possibility of the removal of three (3) Queensland Fig trees. Council responded on 
the 22nd August 2018 by letter agreeing to assess the trees. Council’s Manager of Works 
completed an assessment of the trees, with the trees showing some signs of distress. Council’s 
Town Services team have completed pruning of the trees for visibility purposes for the residents. 
 
Council had also received requests from residents of 1 Wortumertie Street and 54 Short Street for 
the removal of Queensland Fig trees which are situated out on the nature strip in front of these 
properties. 
 
The reasoning of their requests for removal was due to damage that has been caused due to the 
root system on house foundations and also damage and continual problems with drainage/sewer 
systems at these properties. Upon inspection by Council’s Manager of Works, the trees on the 
nature strip of these properties are in good condition. 
 
Current Situation 
As per Councils Tree Policy, the removal of the fig trees have now been advertised for removal in 
the Western Herald for a two (2) week period, during this time Council has received a submission to 
save the trees from being removed and further alternatives sought. (See below). 
 
Councils Manager Works is not a qualified Arborist and can only view the trees and infrastructure 
requested for removal from the public, take a report back to Council about the concerns, then ask 
for Councils recommendation.  
  

I refer to the advertisement on p. 3 of The Western Herald of 5 September 2019 notifying that certain “trees 
have been identified for removal”.  
The first issue to be raised is just who “identified” the trees for removal. They are all healthy and there 
appears no aboricultural reason for their destruction.  
If the identification follows complaint from adjacent residents, those complaints should be ignored. Each of 
the five trees is so old that it is a certainty that present residents, whether owners or tenants, took up 
occupation at a time when the trees had reached maturity. They knew what they were in for before they 
moved in.  
Whether owners or tenants, they should: put up with whatever inconvenience they say the trees afford; 
move; or take steps to ameliorate the “problems” they say the trees present. The solution might be to erect a 
fence for security or to install a root barrier to prevent further encroachment of a tree. The solution is not to 
destroy the trees. To do so would deprive the rest of the people of Bourke, visitors to Bourke, and those who 
are to live in Bourke for generations to come, of the beauty, shade and addition to streetscape which the 
town has enjoyed for generations and continues to need. 
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Inspection of the five trees in the three locations prompts the following observations.  
13 Tudor Street – 3 trees 
The three trees have been so heavily trimmed that it is a wonder they have survived, but survived they have. 
They should be allowed to regrow so that their limbs and foliage once again add to the available shade and 
the beauty of the streetscape.  
 
54 Short Street – 1 tree 
This is a magnificent example of a Queensland fig. The adjacent house is set well back from the street so 
there is ample space to 
Install a root barrier.  
 
1 Wortumertie Street – 1 tree 
This tree appears to be adjacent to No 3. It has a lean on it but appears to be healthy. It should be permitted 
to continue its life and maintain its presence in the street.   
To slavishly follow a policy of removing trees on complaint, however tenuous that complaint might be and 
whatever alternatives are available, is to act to denude Bourke of a feature which has made it an oasis.  
  
  
Cr John Thompson 
Bourke Shire Council 
PO Box 1, BOURKE NSW 2840 
Tel: 02 6872 4744 

 
Resolution from the August Meeting 

272/2019 That Council advertise the proposed removal of the trees including the request to remove 
the tree as identified at 13 Tudor Street, 1 Wortumertie Street and 54 Short Street in accordance with 
Councils Policy and a report be bought back to Council. 
Moved Cr Barton    Seconded Cr Bartley    Carried 

 
Financial Implications 
Removal of all trees $10, 000. (Five (5) trees)  
 
Alternatives, waiting upon quotes for footpath, kerb and gutter replacement and root barrier 
installation, previous quotes stated that it would cost $20,000 per tree for footpath, kerb and 
gutter replacement and root barrier installation.    
 

Recommendation 
For Councils consideration. 

Resolution  2019/366  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

That the Queensland Fig Trees at 13 Tudor Street, 1 Wortumertie Street and 54 Short Street be 
removed as requested by the residents at these addresses. 

Carried 

  
Against: Cr John Thompson requested that his vote be recorded against the motion   

Carried  8/1 
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11.6 Request for Tree Removal – 5 Denman Street 

File Number: T6.1-T6.2 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Peter Brown, Manager Works  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council has received a request from the resident at 5 Denman Street, Bourke 
regarding the possibility of the removal of two (2) Queensland Fig trees, Councils Manager Works 
has inspected the trees. (Manager of Works is not a qualified arborist.)     
 
Current Situation 
The resident of 5 Denman Street have requested the trees be removed due to the constant 
problems with the amenities in their house and the destruction of the homes foundations getting 
consistently worse.  
 
The trees are in good condition, the root system has entered the yard of 5 Denman Street and the 
second toilet was non-operational, a local plumber attributed the trees as the major cause of the 
problem to the sewerage system. 
 
Council infrastructure of the kerb and guttering does have some issues from the trees with 
concrete being uneven, there are no footpaths on this medium strip in front of the house.  
 
Financial Implications 
Estimated costs $4000 for removal will come from Council tree removal budget.  
 

Recommendation 
For Councils consideration  

Resolution  2019/367  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

1. That the request for two (2) Queensland Fig Trees to be removed from 5 Denman Street be 

advertised to seek public comment. 

2. That Council check that there is support from the adjacent property owners for any request 

for tree removals. 

Carried 
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Suspension of Standing Orders at 11.00am  

Resolution  2019/368  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

A motion was moved that Council suspend standing orders for an update from Inspector 
Andrew Hurst from Central North Police District. 

Carried 

 

Resumption of Standing Orders at  

Resolution  2019/369  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

A motion was moved that Council resume standing orders. 

Carried 
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11.7 RNSW1804 - Charles Street Reservoir Renewal - Design & Construction 

File Number: W2.1-W2.4-G4.79 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Peter Brown, Manager Works  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Purpose 

The following documents have been prepared in accordance with previous resolutions of the 
Council and/or the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1993 and other relevant statutes. 

It is now proposed that the Council authorise the signing and sealing of these documents. 

Recommendation 

That the following documents be executed under the Common Seal of the Council: 

1. Document 120313 titled RNSW1804 
Funding Deed for the Charles Street Reservoir – Design and Construction  from Infrastructure 
NSW in the amount of $1,350,000.00 

Resolution  2019/370  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

That the following documents be executed under the Common Seal of the Council: 

1. Document 120313 titled RNSW1804 

Funding Deed for the Charles Street Reservoir – Design and Construction  from 

Infrastructure NSW in the amount of $1,350,000.00 

2. That Council note that Council will be required to contribute $450,000 towards the project 

which will be allocated from the Water Fund Reserve 

Carried 
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11.8 Licence Between Bourke Shire Council And BAI Communications Pty Ltd  Bourke Water 
Tower, NSW 

File Number: L5.1-W2.2.4/LD-L2.37 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Peter Brown, Manager Works  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Purpose 

Council has an ongoing lease with Broadcast Australia Pty Limited for the installation of a satellite 
dish at the Water Treatment Plant to broadcast SBS. 

 

 The following documents have been prepared in accordance with previous resolutions of the 
Council and/or the provisions of the Local Government Act, 1993 and other relevant statutes. 

It is now proposed that the Council authorise the signing and sealing of these documents. 

 

Recommendation 

That the following documents be executed under the Common Seal of the Council: 

1. Document 118861 titled Site No: 2334 - Licence to Occupy – Bourke Water Tower 
Broadcast service facilities for SBS. 

Resolution  2019/371  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

That the following documents be executed under the Common Seal of the Council: 

1. Document 118861 titled Site No: 2334 - Licence to Occupy – Bourke Water Tower 

Broadcast service facilities for SBS. 

Carried 
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12 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

12.1 DA 2019/0004 Proposed Goat Handling Facility 

File Number: DA 2019/0004 D3.1 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Applicant Robert Newton C/-Barnson 
Owner Robert Newton 
Proposal Proposed goat handling facility 
Location Lot 100 DP1049207, Peter Bryant Way, North Bourke 2840 
Zone IN1 – General Industry 
Application 
Council consent is sought to construct a Goat Handling Facility at Lot 100 DP1049207, Sid Coleman 
Drive North Bourke 
 
Applicant Robert Newton C/-Barnson 
Owner Robert Newton 
Proposal Proposed goat handling facility 
Location Lot 100 DP1049207, Peter Bryant Way, North Bourke 2840 
Zone IN1 – General Industry 
 
No political gifts or donations have been disclosed.  
 
This report has been prepared by Premise Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of Bourke Shire Council.  
Premise has assessed the proposal in accordance with relevant planning provisions and provide a 
recommendation of REFUSAL. 
 
Site 

 The subject site is a vacant industrial zoned block on land in North Bourke.  

 The site is near to the village of North Bourke and close to the Bourke Airport. 

 The site has an area of 6.726 hectares. 

 The site is vacant with the exception of native vegetation. 
 
Proposal 
It is proposed via this development application to construct a goat handling facility for the purposes 
of temporarily holding range land goats prior to transport to the abattoir for processing. 
The proposal involves the following specific elements: 

 Use of the land for the purposes of a goat handling facility; 

 Development of a 6 m x 12 m shed, two freestanding chillers and fencing; 

 A slab/lay down area 

 A 20,000 litre water tank and sprinkler system 

 Construction of a hard stand and weighbridge 

 Storage for up to 400-600 animals at any one time, up to 30,000 per year. 
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Locality Plan 

 
 
Aerial View 
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Matters for Consideration 
The application has been assessed in accordance with Section 4.15C Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 
 
PROVISION OF ANY ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING INSTRUMENT S4.15C 
Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 
The subject land is zoned IN1 – General Industry under the provisions of Bourke Local 
Environmental Plan 2012 (LEP). The land use is defined as a rural industry via the LEP 
A rural industry is defined via the LEP as: 
rural industry means the handling, treating, production, processing, storage or packing of animal or 
plant agricultural products for commercial purposes, and includes any of the following: 
(a) agricultural produce industries, 
(b) livestock processing industries, 
(c) composting facilities and works (including the production of mushroom substrate), 
(d) sawmill or log processing works, 
(e) stock and sale yards, 
(f) the regular servicing or repairing of plant or equipment used for the purposes of a rural 
enterprise.. 
A rural industry is permitted with consent in the IN1 zone. 
 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 
Pursuant to Section 1.7 of the EP&A Act, a development application must provide an assessment as 
to whether a proposed development is likely significantly affect threatened species, populations or 
ecological communities, or their habitats. This assessment must take account of the requirements 
of Part 7 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act). 
 
The three key tests at Section 7.2 of the BC Act are described and discussed in the following table: 

Test Assessment 

(a)  it is likely to significantly affect 
threatened species or ecological 
communities, or their habitats, 
according to the test in section 7.3, or 

The SEE provides that the development is not expected 
to significantly affect threatened species or ecological 
communities, or their habitats, however no information 
has been provided to consider the likely occurrence of 
endangered or vulnerable species to exist on site and no 
seven part tests have been carried out. 

(b)  the development exceeds the 
biodiversity offsets scheme threshold if 
the biodiversity offsets scheme applies 
to the impacts of the development on 
biodiversity values, or 

The clearing associated with the proposed development 
appears to exceed the clearing threshold of 0.5 ha 
applying to the site. A review of available database 
mapping appears to confirm the site contains a number 
of mapped native plant community types. 

(c)  it is carried out in a declared area of 
outstanding biodiversity value 

The area is not a declared area of outstanding 
biodiversity value 

 
As the development appears to exceed the clearing threshold outlined at (b) above, information 
was requested from the applicant on 22 May 2018 to discharge the obligations of the BC Act. This 
was to either take the form of an ecological assessment confirming that the extent of native 
vegetation to be cleared would be less than the clearing threshold or, in the event proposed 
clearing was shown to exceed the threshold, a biodiversity assessment report. 
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A response was received 30 July 2018 stating that matters associated with biodiversity impacts 
would be addressed via a report to be separately provided. No report has been received, despite a 
number of further information requests by Council. 
 
A further response was received from the application on 18 March 2019 putting forward the view 
of the applicant that the proposal represents a permitted without consent activity via clause 18 of 
the newly released State Environmental Planning Policy (Primary Production and Rural 
Development) 2019 and therefore that development consent is not required. Council staff provided 
a response to the applicant outlining that it is Council staffs opinion that the activity does not 
represent a permitted without consent activity as outlined by the applicant, on the basis that 
agriculture is prohibited in the IN1 zone, and must be permissible for the provisions of clause 18 of 
the PPRD_SEPP to apply. The applicant indicated they would review this advice but provided no 
further information with respect to the matter. 
 
On 12 July 2019 the applicant requested that provision of the biodiversity assessment report be 
addressed as a deferred commencement condition. Council advised that this was not appropriate.  
 
The applicant further questioned whether reducing the scale of the development to below the 
clearing threshold would be acceptable. Council staff advised that a reduction to below the clearing 
threshold would avoid the need to provide a BDAR but that the remaining tests at Section 7.2 of the 
BC Act would need to be satisfied. No further information has been provided. 
At the time of preparation of this assessment report, the required information has not been 
provided. 
 
On the basis that the obligations of the BC Act cannot be satisfied, the application cannot be 
determined by way of approval and must be refused. 
 
On the basis of the proposed refusal, further assessment of the application is not required. 
Any Submissions Made in Accordance with the Act s4.15C(1)(d) 
 
The application was advertised in the Western Herald on 6 September 2018 and notified to 
adjacent neighbours on 3 September 2018, with no submissions being received. 
 
Public Interests 4.15(1)(e) 
The proposed development is unlikely to be of interest to the wider community due to the localised 
nature of any impacts. More broadly, any opportunity to support local businesses should be 
considered favourably, subject to the adequate consideration of relevant impacts. 
 
Conclusion 
The proposed development is permissible with the consent of Council. However the applicant has 
failed to adequately demonstrate that the proposed development satisfies the requirements of 
Section 1.7 of the EP&A Act and Section 7 of the BC Act. This assessment indicates that the 
development is not acceptable due to the absence of required information.  
 

Recommendation 
1. That application DA 2019/0004 for the use of land as a goat handling facility including provision 

of ancillary infrastructure at Lot 100 DP 1049207, Peter Bryant Way, North Bourke be refused 
for the reasons set out on the notice of refusal.  
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Resolution  2019/372  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That application DA 2019/0004 for the use of land as a goat handling facility including provision 

of ancillary infrastructure at Lot 100 DP 1049207, Peter Bryant Way, North Bourke be refused 

for the reasons set out on the notice of refusal.  

Carried 

   
In Favour: Crs Barry Hollman, John Thompson, Victor Bartley, Lachlan Ford, Ian Cole, Cec 

Dorrington, Sarah Barton, Sam Rice and Sally Davis 

Against: Nil 

Carried  9/0
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13 GENERAL MANAGER 

13.1 Election of Board of Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) 

File Number: L8.3 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

The elections for the board of Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) was held in 
conjunction with the Annual Conference of LGNSW. 

Current Situation 

At the Annual Conference the elections were held for the Board positions for the next two (2) years 
and this resulted in the current President Councillor Linda Scott of Sydney City Council being re-
elected.  
 
Linda has done on an outstanding job over the past two (2) years and the way she conducted the 
business section of the conference was excellent with over 120 motions being dealt with in less 
than a day but still allowing motions to be debated. 
 
Joining her on the Board for the next two (2) years will be Treasurer Cr Jerome Laxale (City of Ryde); 
Vice-President Metro/Urban Cr Angelo Tsirekas (City of Canada Bay); Vice-President Rural/Regional 
Council Cr Stephen Lawrence (Dubbo Regional Council). 
 
Metropolitan Directors: Councillors Karen McKeown (Penrith City Council), George Greiss 
(Campbelltown City Council), Khal Asfour (City of Canterbury Bankstown), Julie Griffiths (Blacktown 
City Council), Lesley Furneaux-Cook (Burwood Council), Dai Le (Fairfield City Council), and Mazhar 
Hadid (Liverpool City Council). 
 
Rural/Regional Directors: Councillors Darriea Turley (Broken Hill City Council), Phyllis Miller (Forbes 
Shire Council), Ben Shields (Dubbo Regional Council), Marianne Saliba (Shellharbour City Council), 
Dominic King (Bellingen Shire Council), Ruth Fagan (Cowra Council), and Keith Rhoades (Coffs 
Harbour City Council). 
 
The Mayor has written to both Councillor Scott and Councillor Lawrence offering his 
congratulations on their election. 

Financial Implications 

There is no significant financial implication for Bourke Shire Council 
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Recommendation 

1. That Council note the composition of the new Board of Local Government New South Wales. 

Resolution  2019/373  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That Council note the composition of the new Board of Local Government New South Wales. 

Carried 
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13.2 AUSTRALIA DAY CELEBRATIONS IN BOURKE 

File Number: C2.3-C2.3.1 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Australia Day Celebrations in Bourke will once again be coordinated by Bourke Shire Council and 
the Australia Day Ceremony and Awards Presentation will be held at the Bourke War Memorial 
Swimming Pool. 

The format of this year’s celebrations will be in accord with the celebrations of last year. 

Current Situation 

Nomination forms will be printed and have been placed on Council Website 
www.bourke.nsw.gov.au at the Library and at Councils Offices. 
 
Nomination forms will also be sent to each of the villages within the Shire. 
 
Over the past few years Council has generally received a good range of nominations in all categories 
and every effort will be made to ensure that nominations are encouraged in all categories. 
 
Our Australia Day Ambassador is yet to be determined. 
 
Immediately following the January Meeting, Councillors will meet to review the nominations with 
the winners names embargoed until Australia Day. 

Financial Implications 

The costs for the Australia Day Celebrations will be met from existing budgetary allocations 
included in the 2019/2020 Operational Plan Budget. 

Recommendation 

1. That Council note the report of the Australia Day Celebrations 2020. 

Resolution  2019/374  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council note the report of the Australia Day Celebrations 2020. 

Carried 

  

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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13.3 Formal Presentation of the A. R. Bluett Award 

File Number: B4.1 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council was announced as the recipient of the 2019 Bluett Ward for Rural Councils at 
the Gala Dinner held as part of the 2019 Annual Conference of the Local Government New South 
Wales. 
 
The A R Bluett Memorial Award has been awarded annually since 1945. The Award is contested 
each year by Councils in NSW who would like to be recognised as being the most progressive in 
the state. 
 
 It is acknowledged that the Bluett Award is "The greatest accolade a Council can achieve" and 
"The pinnacle of local government achievement". 
 
To receive the award was indeed an honour and a reflection of the hard work that has been 
undertaken by Council over the past few years and the support that Council has received from all 
sections of the community. 
 
Council was one of three finalists in the rural division along with Bellingen and Narromine 
Councils. 
 
The Finalist in the Metropolitan / Regional section were Coffs Harbour and Shellharbour Councils 
with the winner being Shellharbour Council. 
 
Mayor Barry Hollman and I were on hand to collect the certificate from the Trustees and President 
of Local Government New South Wales Linda Scott. 
 
Current Situation 
Both the Mayor and I have received numerous messages of congratulations. 
 
Members of the AR Bluett Trust, Chairman Les McMahon and fellow Trustees Allan Ezzy, APM AM 
and Mike Montgomery, AM will be coming to Bourke in February 2020 to make the Official award 
to Bourke Shire Council including the presentation of a plaque which will be erected as a 
permanent recode of Council’s achievements. 
 
At this stage the tentative date for the function will be Friday 21st. 
 
Financial Implications 
There will be a cost involved in the hosting of the celebratory function but it will be met from 
existing budgetary allocations. 
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Recommendation 
1. That Council note the receipt by Bourke Shire Council of the 2019 Bluett Award for Rural 

Councils. 

Resolution  2019/375  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

1. That Council note the receipt by Bourke Shire Council of the 2019 Bluett Award for Rural 

Councils. 

2. That Council express their appreciation to all staff in an appropriate manner. 

Carried 
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13.4 Water Issues Along the Barwon Darling River System 

File Number: W2.2.9 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council at its August Meeting resolved as follows:- 

275/2019 That Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling System to 
discuss the perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water security for all towns along the 
Barwon Darling River System. 
Moved Cr Ford    Seconded Cr Stutsel      Carried 

  
A meeting was held on the 30th September via teleconference. 
 
At that meeting it was decided to have a further meeting in Sydney following the 2019 Annual 
Conference of Local Government New South Wales. 
 
Current Situation 
The Meeting in Sydney was again facilitated by Bourke Shire Council and attended by Central 
Darling Shire, Brewarrina, Walgett Shire and Bourke Shire. Moree Plains Shire, Broken Hill City and 
Wentworth Shires were apologies and have expressed a desire to be kept informed. 
 
The group was also fortunate to have the New South Wales Town Water Security Coordinator, 
James McTavish attend vie Teleconference as well as Officers from the New South Wales 
Department of Industry -Water and Public Works Advisory. 
 
Following the meeting a press release was circulated and a copy provided to Minister Pavey’s 
Office. 
 
The Press release sought to highlight five (5) major points which are as follows:- 
a. The need to finalise the preparation of Western Weirs Plan clearly articulate the proposal to all 

communities along the river system.  
b. Utilising the proposed weir strategy and existing storages ensure that each community reliant 

on the river system as their primary water source has access to minimum two (2) year’s supply 
of water with such water held in storages quarantined accordingly for that purpose.  

c. That any new weirs that are constructed are designed to allow for the periodic flushing of the 
storages as the opportunity arises.  

d. That provision is also made for the construction of bores that can supplement the proposed 
increase in storage capacity and further enhance town water security.  

e. That recognition be given to the importance of the social and recreational benefit to be derived 
from a permanent water supply, including the cultural benefits derived by the Aboriginal 
community.  
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In discussions with the Minister’s Office it was agreed that they would be in a position to provide a 
briefing on the Western Weirs Strategy over the next few weeks. 
 
The meetings to date have provided a united voice in trying to facilitate the development of a 
longer term strategy to improve water security along the Barwon Darling River System. 
 
A motion to the Annual Conference complied by the board and consisting of an aggregation of a 
number of motions submitted by various Councils including Bourke was passed. 
 
Financial Implications 
The cost in coordinating and hosting the meetings is relatively small and has been met by existing 
budgetary provisions. 
 

Recommendation 
1. That Council note the action to date on the resolution from the August Meeting 
2.  That Council facilitate the teleconference to provide a briefing on the Western Weir Strategy. 

 

Resolution  2019/376  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council note the action to date on the resolution from the August Meeting 
2.  That Council facilitate the teleconference to provide a briefing on the Western Weir 

Strategy. 
Carried 
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13.5 2020 Western Division of Councils Annual Conference 

File Number: L8.5-S1.1.2 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Council is a member of the Western Division Group of Councils and hosted the very successful 2019 
Conference of the group in Bourke. 
 
The Western Division Group of Councils over the years has been a very strong lobby group although 
with the change in the divisional structure of the peak body and the emergence of Joint 
Organisations has seen a change of focus of the group, the group still in my view has a role to play 
for Local Government in this part of the State. 

Current Situation 

The 2019 Conference was attended by both member Councils and non-member Councils and saw 
an excellent array of speakers assembled to give all attendees a great insight into various aspects of 
Local Government. 
 
The conference provides the opportunity for Councillors and staff to both build networks amongst 
their peers by also meet with our political leaders and senior Government leaders on a relatively 
informal basis. 
 
Issues facing Western Division are often far removed from the issues faced by the larger 
metropolitan and regional Councils and the conference provides an opportunity to focus on these 
issues. 

Financial Implications 

Costs involved in attendance include travel registration and accommodation. These costs are 
included in existing budgetary provisions. 

 

Recommendation 
1. That Council note the hosting of the 2020 Conference of the Western Division Group of Councils 

by Broken Hill City Council. 
2. That Councillors interested in attending the Conference register their interest with the General 

Manager so that bookings can be made to attend the conference and accommodation 
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Resolution  2019/377  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

1. That Council note the hosting of the 2020 Conference of the Western Division Group of Councils 
by Broken Hill City Council. 

2. That Councillors interested in attending the Conference register their interest with the General 
Manager so that bookings can be made to attend the conference and accommodation 

Carried 
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13.6 Penalties Available to Councils for Code of Conduct Breaches by Councillors 
 

File Number: P4.1.4 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Commencement of the new Model Code of 18-44 Conduct for Local 
Councils in NSW & Procedures ⇩   

  

Background 

The Local Government Act 1993 prescribes that penalties may be prescribed by Councils for 
breaches of the Code of Conduct for Councils in New South Wales.  

Current Situation 

The Office of Local Government by the issuers of Circular 19-25 provides guidance to Councils 
regarding the imposition of penalties following a recent case in the Supreme Court 

Financial Implications 

There are significant financial implication for Council at this stage, however, the fact that a case has 
gone to the Supreme Court is indicative of the costs that can be incurred. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council note the contents of Circular No 19-25 from the Office of Local Government. 

Resolution  2019/378  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council note the contents of Circular No 19-25 from the Office of Local Government. 

Carried 
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13.7 PROPOSED WESTERN WEIRS STRATEGY 

File Number: W2.2.9-W3.1 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Council has for some time been lobbying for an increase in on river storage for Bourke and around 
the time of the State Election in March a proposed Western Weirs Strategy was announced 
although to date details been unavailable. 
 
Current Situation 
Following the meeting of the Councils along the Barwon Darling River Concerning water security 
held in Sydney on the 16th October 2019 I was in contact with the Minister’s Office who indicated 
that they should be able to provide a briefing in relation to the strategy over the next few weeks. 
 
Financial Implications 
While there should be no direct financial implications on Bourke Shire Council the positive 
financial impact to the community from any increase in weir capacity. 
 

Recommendation 
1. That Council note the development of the proposed Western Weirs Strategy 
2. That Councillors and staff participate in any briefing session provided in relation to the 

proposed Western Weir Strategy 

Resolution  2019/379  

Moved: Cr Sam Rice 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

1. That Council note the development of the proposed Western Weirs Strategy and seek 
progress to date. 

2. That Councillors and staff participate in any briefing session provided in relation to the 
proposed Western Weir Strategy 

Carried 
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13.8 MOTIONS TO THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEW SOUTH WALES 

File Number: L8.5 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Council lodged six (2) motions to be considered by the Annual Conference with these moons having 
already being endorsed by the Western Division Conference. 
Current Situation 
Two (2) of the motions were treated as standalone motions, three (3) were incorporated in other 
motions including a composite motion on long term water strategies developed by the Board of 
Local Government New South Wales whilst another was included in tier two (2) motions, which are 
not debated at Conference. 
 
Cowra Council sought to amend one of the motions lodged by Bourke Shire Council and the Mayor 
was happy to accept that amendment to the motion. 
 
The two (2) standalone motions were as follows:- 
14 Bourke Shire Council 
 Budgetary commitment for delivery programs 
That the NSW Government be asked to provide a commitment of longer-term funding to Councils 
to allow them the prepare their four Delivery Programs with an increased degree of surety and, 
importantly, make provision for and undertake appropriate purchases of plant and equipment and 
ensure the availability of adequate staff resources. 
Decision: Carried 
 
70 Bourke Shire Council 
 Fire and storm/flood damaged buildings containing asbestos 
That the NSW Government be asked to establish a fund similar to that established for the “Mr 
Fluffy” clean up, whereby abandoned and/damaged homes containing asbestos can be demolished 
and cleared away at no expense to the Councils if they are uninsured or the owners have 
abandoned the premises.  
Decision: Amendment 
 
That the NSW Government be asked to establish a fund similar to that established for the “Mr 
Fluffy” clean up, whereby abandoned and/damaged homes containing asbestos or other illegal 
hazardous materials can be demolished and cleared away at no expense to the Councils if they are 
uninsured or the owners have abandoned the premises. 
Amendment becomes the motion. 
Carried  
 
Financial Implications 
There is not significant financial implication to Council as a result of the motions at this stage. 
Depending on the progress of the motions there may be significant longer term benefits to Bourke 
Shire and Local Government more generally. 
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Recommendation 
That Council note the action taken on the motions submitted to the 2019 Annual Conference of Local 
Government New South Wales. 

Resolution  2019/380  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

1. That Council note the action taken on the motions submitted to the 2019 Annual Conference 

of Local Government New South Wales. 

Carried 
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13.9 SUPPLY OF ELECTRICITY FOR CONTESTABLE SITES AND STREET LIGHTING NETWORK 
SYSTEM 

File Number: E3.1-E3.7-R7.7.3 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

 

Background 
Council as a previous member of the Orana Regional Organisation of Councils (OROC) and now aa 
member of the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJOC) has for a number of years engaged 
Energy and Management Services (EMS), a provider of specialist advice in relation to the energy 
market in New South Wales, to undertake the procurement process for street lighting and 
contestable sites.  
 
The process has obtained attractive pricing in the past. 
 
Whilst Council's current contract for the Supply of Electricity for Street Lighting and Contestable 
Sites does not until 30th June 2020 it is recognised that the obtaining of good pricing can in some 
instances involve a very narrow window of opportunity and a degree of preparedness is critical. 
 
In order to obtain the best possible pricing EMS monitors the market and looks to ensure that 
they are able to secure the most advantageous pricing for their clients. 
 
Bourke Shire currently has two (2) contestable sites, that being sites with usage greater than 
100kWh which are the swimming pool and the Water Treatment Plant 
 
Current Situation 
EMS have advised that the current market presents what it feels is a good opportunity in relative 
terms to look to secure a contact for the ensuing few years and are recommending the 
renegotiation of all contracts sooner rather than later. 
 
Due to the many variables, specifically in relation to short term pricing offers, price fluctuations 
and tenderers not being able to provide tenders with a fixed price for a sufficient period of time to 
enable the normal tendering process to be completed, it is proved to be good value for the OROC 
Councils to use EMS. 
 
The Local Government Act, 1993 at Section 55(3)(i) provides that tenders need not be called for 
"...a contract where, because of extenuating circumstances, remoteness of locality or the 
unavailability of competitive or reliable tenders, a Council decides by resolution (which states the 
reason for the decision) that a satisfactory result would not be achieved by inviting tenders." 
 
It is considered that 'extenuating circumstances' as a result of the dynamic nature in electricity 
pricing exist in relation to this particular contract matter and for Council to act in an expedient 
manner to lock in short term attractive price Council use the provisions of Section 55(3)(i). 
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It is also recommended that due to the short time frame in a decision having to be made, that the 
Mayor and the General Manager be authorised to enter into a contract for the Supply of Electricity 
for Street Lighting and Contestable Sites prior to the 30th June 2020. 

Recommendation 

1. That tenders not be invited for the Supply of Electricity for Council's Street Lighting and 

Contestable Sites in accordance with Section 55(3)(i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 as it 

is considered that a satisfactory result would not be achieved by Council due to the 

extenuating circumstances' as a result of the dynamic nature in electricity pricing exist in 

relation to this particular contract matter and for Council to act in an expedient manner to 

lock in short term attractive price. 

2. That Energy and Management Services be engaged to renegotiate Council's Street Lighting 

and Contestable Sites through the procurement process involving all participating Councils 

3. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to enter into a contract for the Supply 

of Electricity for both Street Lighting and Contestable Sites prior to 30th June 2018. 

4. That approval be given for the execution of any documentation necessary to finalise the 

contract to be executed under the Common Seal of the Council if required. 

Resolution  2019/381  

Moved: Cr Ian Cole 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

1. That tenders not be invited for the Supply of Electricity for Council's Street Lighting and 

Contestable Sites in accordance with Section 55(3)(i) of the Local Government Act, 1993 as it 

is considered that a satisfactory result would not be achieved by Council due to the 

extenuating circumstances' as a result of the dynamic nature in electricity pricing exist in 

relation to this particular contract matter and for Council to act in an expedient manner to 

lock in short term attractive price. 

2. That Energy and Management Services be engaged to renegotiate Council's Street Lighting 

and Contestable Sites through the procurement process involving all participating Councils 

3. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to enter into a contract for the Supply 

of Electricity for both Street Lighting and Contestable Sites prior to 30th June 2018. 

4. That approval be given for the execution of any documentation necessary to finalise the 

contract to be executed under the Common Seal of the Council if required. 

Carried 
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13.10 AIR SERVICES FOR BOURKE 

File Number: A6.1 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

 

Background 
The State Government announced funding would be made available to The Far North West Joint 
Organisation of Council to assist in the re-establishment of air services for Bourke Walgett / 
Lightning Ridge and Cobar. 
 
The announcement was made in May 2018 
 
Current Situation 
On the formation of the JO the procurement process was commenced and earlier this year it was 
announced that Airlink would be providing an air service to Bourke and also to Walgett/ Lightning 
Ridge.  
 
Air Pelican were announced as the provider for the Cobar air service and have commenced 
operations 
 
It is anticipated that the air service to Bourke will commence on the 25th November 2019. 
Representatives of Airlink will be in Bourke next week to showcase their plane, introduce 
themselves to the Bourke community and to finalise arrangements with Council in relation to the 
use of the airport and facilities. 
 
Financial Implications 
There are no significant financial implications for Bourke Shire Directly with funding to assist in the 
operation of the air service being provided by the State Government and auspiced by the Far 
North Western Joint Organisation of Councils. 
 

Recommendation 

1. That Council note the report on the recommencement of air services to Bourke. 

Resolution  2019/382  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

1. That Council note the report on the recommencement of air services to Bourke. 

Carried 
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14 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

14.1 FINANCE REPORT -  BANK RECONCILIATION FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 30TH SEPTEMBER 2019 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 30th September 2019 

Balances as per Bank Statement $723,115.29 

Plus: Deposit not shown $3,132.39 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $71,410.91 

Balance as per Cash Book $654,836.77 
 

Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 30th September 2019 

Fund or Account  Current Balance Overdraft Statutory 
Limit 

General  $20,480,545.86 $200,000.00 

Water  $3,828,363.35  

Sewer  $2,019,054.58  

Trust  $125,668.46  

Total Funds  $26,453,632.25  
 

Investments as at 30th September 2019 

National Australia Bank $663,431.02 1.65% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $789,799.77 1.65% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,000,000.00 1.72% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,959483.42 1.74% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,831,367.20 1.73% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,685,268.37 1.83% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,266.00 1.77% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $690,918.97 1.70% 91 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,054,976.29 Flex   

Total Investments $25,798,795.48    



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 October 2019 

 

Item 14.1 Page 54 

In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that 
the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
 

Reconciliation at 30th September 2019 

Balance as per cash book $654,836.77 

Investments $25,798,795.48 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $26,453,632.25 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th September 2019      

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 31st August 2019  30th September 2019 

General Fund $22,126,818.52 -$1,646,272.66 $20,480,545.86 

Water Fund $3,255,220.36 $573,142.99 $3,828,363.35 

Sewer Fund $1,987,991.74 $31,062.84 $2,019.054.58 

Trust Fund $126,461.82 -$793.36 $125,668.46 

Investments -$26,759,022.16 $960,226.68 -$25,798,795.48 

    

Totals $737,470.28 -$82,633.51 $654,836.77 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31st August 2019                $737,470.28 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $175,292.29 

(b) Other Cash  $1,300,218.53 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $2,518,371.01 

(b) New Investment  -$960,226.68 

Balance as 30th September 2019 $654,836.77 

 

Recommendation 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement 

of Bank Balances as at 30th September 2019 be noted. 

Resolution  2019/383  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

1. That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 

Statement of Bank Balances as at 30th September 2019 be noted. 

Carried 
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14.2 FINANCE REPORT - INVESTMENTS 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Introduction 
Under the Local Government Act 1993 and Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, the 
Responsible Accounting Officer is required to report on Council’s Investment portfolio on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Background 
The report is submitted monthly to Council. 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 

Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 

Investment Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Assessment 
1. Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
 
The management of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
2. Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2019/20 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 2.0%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 
Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 30th September 2019 is $25,798,795.48. 
Investment income earned as at 30th September 2019 is $195,937.05. 
 
3. Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 
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Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011 
 
4. Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
 
Investments as at 30th September 2019 

National Australia Bank $663,431.02 1.65% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $789,799.77 1.65% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,065,302.51 2.60% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,000,000.00 1.72% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,959483.42 1.74% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,045,074.91 2.57% 330 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,831,367.20 1.73% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,373,900.87 2.47% 183 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $710,346.70 2.44% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,122,333.26 2.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,051,788.95 2.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,178,319.84 2.25% 240 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $3,028,105.00 2.02% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $444,112.36 1.93% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,685,268.37 1.83% 210 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $1,104,266.00 1.77% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $690,918.97 1.70% 91 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank $2,054,976.29 Flex   

Total Investments $25,798,795.48    

 
Term Deposits 
Percentage of Total Portfolio  100% 
Average Investment Yield   2.43% 
 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio decreased by $960,226.68 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Recommendation 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30th September 2019 be 

received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 

Resolution  2019/384  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio as at 30th September 2019 be 
received and noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
Carried 
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14.3 QUARTERLY REPORT OF UNPAID RATES 

File Number: A13.2-R2.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The purpose of this report is to provide Councillors with a brief on-going analysis of Council’s 
balance of unpaid Rates and Charges, to conform to effective governance of operations and 
reporting. 
 
Current Situation 
It is expected that these reports will be provided on a quarterly basis, the first being for the 3 
months ending September, 2019. The current relevant figures are shown in the table below. 
 

Unpaid Rates, Charges & Water Balances as 30th September 2019 

Net balance of  current years levies + arrears $6,075,493.14  

Less receipts $2,035,333.80 

Net of current years levies + balance + arrears + receipts $4,040,159.34 

Less overpayments (unallocated receipts) -$72,334.27 

Total Outstanding $3,967,825.07 

  

Total outstanding (includes water consumption) 66.49928% 

Total collected (includes water consumption) 33.50072% 

 
Financial Implications 
1 Council staff continue to follow up on outstanding Rates and Charges. Legal action is taken 
where ratepayers are not making contact with Council and do not have suitable arrangements.  
 

Recommendation 
That Council note the report in relation to 2019/20 Quarterly Report of unpaid Rates, Charges 
and Water Balances as at the 30th September 2019.  

Resolution  2019/385  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council note the report in relation to 2019/20 Quarterly Report of unpaid Rates, 

Charges and Water Balances as at the 30th September 2019. 

2. That future reports include, if possible a comparison with the previous year.  

Carried 
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14.4 2018/2019 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND AUDITORS REPORTS 

File Number: A13.2 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
In accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act, this report is presenting Council’s 
Audited Financial Reports and the Auditors Report to Council. 
 
The Local Government Act 1993, Section 419 (1) stipulates that Council must present its audited 
Financial Reports, together with the auditors reports to a meeting of Council.  
 
Prior to the report being presented to Council, public notice in accordance with Section 418 of the 
Local Government Act must be undertaken. Such notice has been given by advertising in the 
Western Herald, on Facebook and on Council’s website. 
 
Issues 
The Statements are prepared in accordance with the Office of Local Government Code of 
Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting Guidelines. 
 
Assessment 
a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 – Sections 418/419/420. 
Local Government Code of accounting Practice and Financial Reporting – Update 26 issued April 
2018. 
 
b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
The Annual Financial Statements reflect the transactions previously reported to Council at the 
Quarterly Budget Reviews and the end of year adjustments. The Financial Statements were 
referred to audit by Council at the 26th August 2019 Ordinary Meeting of Council. 
 
c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice  
Nil 
 
d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan 
Delivery Program and Operation Plan 
 
Report 
Council’s operating result was a surplus of $17.9 million as compared with $3.8million in the 
previous year. The increased operating result for the year is a result of an increased capital grants 
and contributions and the recognition of Council’s share of the net assets of the Far North West 
Joint Organisation amounting to $3.7 million. 
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Summarised outlines of the operating result and financial position are detailed below:- 
 
Summary of Financial Reports 
For the year ending 30th June 2019 

Income Statement 2019 ($000’s) 2018 ($000’s) 

Total Operating Revenues 38,452 32,418 

Total Operating Expenses 20,578 28,579 

Net Operating Result for Year 17,875 3,839 

Net Operating for year Before Grants for Capital purposes 4,230 2,620 

 

Balance Sheet 2019 2018 

Current Assets 31,454 24,995 

Current Liabilities 7,273 5,642 

Non-Current Assets 245,690 231,637 

Non-Current Liabilities 3,648 3,064 

Net Assets/Equity 266,223 247,926 

 
Other Financial Information 
Note 23 (a) of the Financial Statements provide performance measurement indicators and these 
are summarised below:- 

Indicator 2019 2018 

Operating Performance Ratio 2.63% 9.48% 

Own Source Operating Revenue Ratio 24.86% 44.32% 

Unrestricted Current Ratio 4.32:1 5.26:1 

Debt Service Cover Ratio 6.40:1 7.53:1 

Rates and annual Charges , interest and Extra Charges 
Outstanding Percentage 

16.72% 15.19% 

Cash Expense Cover Ratio 17.65 months 10.74 months 

 
Special Schedule report on Infrastructure Assets 

Indicators 2019 2018 

Building and Infrastructure Renewal Ratio 213.73% 67.61% 

Infrastructure Backlog Ratio 1.93% 2.67% 

Asset Maintenance Ratio 95.87% 90.10% 

Capital Expenditure Ratio 1.35% 1.16% 

 
Financial Position as at 30th June 2019 
Operating Performance Ratio 
The operating performance ratio measures how well Council contained operating expenditure 
within operating revenue (excluding capital grants and contributions, fair value adjustments, and 
reversal of revaluation decrements). The bench mark set by the Office of Local Government (OLG) 
is greater than zero percent.  
 
Council operating performance indicator is 2.6 per cent, it was 9.5 per cent in 2017/2018. The 
decrease is due to a reduction in the operating result before capital items after excluding the 
effects of recognising Council’s share of the FNWJO.  
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Own Source Operating Revenue Ratio 
The own source operating revenue ratio measures Council’s fiscal flexibility and the degree to 
which it relies on external funding sources such as operating grants and contributions. The 
benchmark set by the OLG is greater than 60 per cent. 
 
Council remains under the notional benchmark of 60% indicating its reliance on external funding 
sources to supplement operations.  
 
Unrestricted Current Ratio 
The unrestricted current ratio is an indicator that Council is able to pay its debt as and when they 
fall due. Council has increased the unrestricted current ratio this financial year. The benchmark for 
this ratio is a minimum of 1.5:1. 
 
Council is well positioned to meet current liabilities. Council is required to hold a range of cash 
reserves for future needs as disclosed by internal reserves note 6(C).  
 
Debt Service Cover Ratio 
This is a ratio that measures the availability of operating cash to service debt including interest, 
principal and lease payments. The benchmark for this ratio is a minimum of 2:1. 
 
Council is well above the benchmark and indicates capacity for Council to fund future capital 
programs though borrowings 
 
Rates and Annual Charges Outstanding Ratio 
The rates and charges outstanding ratio assesses the impact of uncollected rates and annual 
charges on Council’s liquidity and the adequacy of debt recovery efforts. The bench mark set by 
the OLG is below 10 percent for rural Councils 
 
The Rates and annual charges outstanding percentage has increased slightly in 2018/2019 from 
15.2% to 16.7%. This is due to the amount of land that the owners have effectively walked away 
from and will be subject to a sale for unpaid Rates. Provision is made annually to account for this 
amount. 
 
Building and Infrastructure Renewal 
The Building and Infrastructure renewal ratio is an indicator of the proportion of depreciation 
which is being funded by expenditure on new assets. A ratio greater than 100% indicates that 
Council is spending more on asset renewal than the depreciation charge for the year.  
 
Councils Asset Renewal was 213.73%.  
 
Audit Opinion 
1. The Council’s accounting records have been kept in accordance with the requirements of the 

Local Government Act 1993, Chapter 13 part 3 Division 2; and 
2. The financial statements: 

a. have been presented in accordance with the requirements of this Division; 
b. are consistent with the Council’s accounting records; 
c. presents fairly the Council’s financial position, the results of its operations and its cash 

flows; and 
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d. Are in accordance with applicable Accounting Standards and other mandatory 
professional reporting requirements in Australia. 

3. All information relevant to the conduct of the audit has been obtained; and 
4. There are no material deficiencies in the accounting records or financial report that we have 

become aware of during the course of the audit. 
 
Conclusion 
The Unrestricted Current Ratio has marginally decreased over the past year. The Unrestricted 
Current Ratio is a financial indicator and represents Council’s ability to meet its debts and 
obligations as they fall due.  
 
Council continues to maintain a relatively low level of debt and is in a sound financial position as 
reflected in our Auditor’s reports and demonstrated by the financial performance indicators.  
 
Council will need to continue to closely monitor the budget during the current and future years to 
ensure that the positive result continues to ensure the ongoing consolidation of the Councils 
financial position. 
 
Summary 
The Financial Statements were submitted to the Office of Local Government (OLG) on the 25th 
September 2019.  
 
Copies of the Audited Financial Statements will be available at the meeting, and are available for 
viewing by the public via the Council web page www.bourke.nsw.gov.au at Council Office and the 
Bourke Public Library.  
 
Section 420 of the Local Government Act stipulates that Council must allow a period of 7 days 
after accepting the Financial Statements for the public to make written submissions on the audited 
Financial Reports and/or the Auditors Report. Any submissions are referred to Council’s Auditors 
for further comment as required. 
  

Recommendation 
(i) That Council adopts the 2018/2019 Audited Financial Statements and Auditors Reports as 

presented. 

Resolution  2019/386  

Moved: Cr Sam Rice 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

1. That Council adopts the 2018/2019 Audited Financial Statements and Auditors Reports as 

presented. 

Carried 

   

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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15 TOURISM & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Nil  

16 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil  

17 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Nil  
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18 POLICIES 

18.1 3.4(V1) FERAL OR INFANT COMPANION ANIMALS MANAGEMENT 

File Number: A8.1.12-P4.1 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services  

Attachments: 1. Feral or Infant Companion Animals Management ⇩   

  

Background 

Council has been undertaking a systematic review of all its policies, reviewing those which have 
been developed previously and developing new policies as voids are identified. 

 

The existence of clear policies provides that staff and public with clear guidelines and/or the 
requirements of Council. 

Current Situation 

The policy relating to Feral or Infant Companion Animal Management has been reviewed by the 
MANEX team and is placed before Council for review and adoption, subject to any identified 
amendments.   

Financial Implications 

There are no significant financial implications anticipated.  

Recommendation 

That Council adopt the Policy labelled 3.4(V1) Feral or Infant Companion Animal Management. 

Resolution  2019/387  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That the Policy identified 3.4(V1) Feral or Infant Companion Animal Management be adopted 

 Carried 

CO_20191028_MIN_2107_AT_files/CO_20191028_MIN_2107_AT_Attachment_9144_1.PDF
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19 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

19.1 REQUEST FOR CHANGE OF BUS STOP LOCATION 

File Number: R1.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Change of Bus Stop Location ⇩   

  

Background 
Previously the bus stop located at the old Tourist Information Centre/Railway Station was the ideal 
area as there was usually someone at the Tourist Information Centre, toilets were available and 
lights were always working. 
 
Current Situation 
Council has received complaints regarding the bus stop location now as the Tourist Information 
Centre is no longer housed at the old Railway Station and the building is often vandalised so the 
lighting is poor and public transport (taxis) are more often than not, unavailable making the walking 
distance for many unacceptable. 
 
Council has now received a letter from Country Women’s Association NSW requesting that the bus 
stop be moved to a location across from the Diggers on the Darling on Darling Park which has 
lighting and security cameras, but limited parking. 
 
Financial Implications 
 

Recommendation 
1. That the letter received from the Country Women’s Association be noted. 
2. That the Country Women’s Association NSW be advised that the situation regarding the 

location of the bus stop is currently being dealt with through Bourke Traffic Committee and 
the Roads and Maritime Service. 

Resolution  2019/388  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

1. That the letter received from the Country Women’s Association be noted. 
2. That the Country Women’s Association NSW be advised that the situation regarding the 

location of the bus stop is currently being dealt with through the Local Bourke Traffic 
Committee and the Roads and Maritime Service and Transport New South Wales. 

Carried 

CO_20191028_MIN_2107_AT_files/CO_20191028_MIN_2107_AT_Attachment_9143_1.PDF
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20 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

20.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS & WORKSHOP, WORKS COMPLETED 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Chris Morrall, Roads Supervisor 

Authoriser: Mark Gordon, Manager Roads  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The following information outlines works completed from the 10th September 2019 to 11th 
October 2019 inclusive. 
 
Current Situation 

1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Hungerford Road Grading Commenced 

MR 405 Goonery Bitumen Contraction  Sealing Works Commenced 

2. SOUTH SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 405 Goonery Bitumen Construction Sealing Works Commenced 

RLR  7 Mulgaroon Road Top Grade Completed 

RLR 12 Multagoona Road Top Grade Completed 

RLR 44 Janina Road Top Grade Completed 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Jack Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 405 Goonery Bitumen Construction Sealing Works Commenced 

4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

Regional roads Patching undertaken 

State Highways Patching undertaken 

  

Staff Training Nil 
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7.        WORKSHOP – Aaron Coyne, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant no Rego Description Work Carried Out 

135 BD37AJ 2009 Volvo Replaced hydraulic filter 

512 73235D Multi Tyre Roller Repair tyre 

21 CQ29KZ Mazda CX 5 Service carried out 

231 X22672 2011 Kohler Service carried out 

238 TB84BR 
2016 Moore Tri Axle 
Tanker 

Cracked centre tank and rear ladder fixed, checked 
clearance lights 

239 TB85BR 
2016 Moore Tri Axle 
Tanker 

Weld broken pipes, fixed ladder, pressure switch, control 
valve, checked clearance lights 

93 CE53WX 2015 Colorado Replaced battery 

97 YUB437 2003 Isuzu 900 FTR 
Replace LH tail light, replaced RH reversing light, A/C  
working again 

173 YGU33N Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

197 YII01C 2017 Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

33 YII01E Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

35 CL32LJ Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

39 YCJ44H Mazda BT 50 Service carried out 

50 CL16AC Kenworth Service carried out, grease truck 

235  Cummings Generator Service carried out 

511 73229D Smooth Drum Roller Service carried out 

77 AY40UT 2008 Case Found air conditioner had no belt, replaced belt 

410 CS64ZN Holden Colorado Service carried out 

Staff Training Nil 

 
 

Recommendation 
That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Road Works and 
Workshop Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 2019. 

Resolution  2019/389  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Road Works and 

Workshop Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 2019. 

Carried 
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20.2 WORKS COMPLETED - PARKS & GARDENS/ TOWN SERVICES/WATER & WASTEWATER- 
ENGINEERING SERVICES 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Peter Brown, Manager Works  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

The following information outlines works completed from the 10th September 2019 to 11th 
October 2019 inclusive. 
  

Current situation 

1. PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried 
out 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 
Public toilets cleaned & maintained 
Clean facilities 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 

Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 

1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 

Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 
Prepare grounds for park run 
Prepare for campers 
Prepare for Corroboree YAAMA NGUNNA BAAKA 

Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 
Prepare grounds for Movie Night 
Prepare grounds for Cricket Carnival 

Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out 
Prepare grounds for Junior and Senior Cricket 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 
BBQ and Night Patrol 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 

Airport Mowed airstrip 

Staff Training Nil 
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2. TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 

Weekly Town mowing 

Main Street Project, daily jobs 

Relieving Staff in garbage truck 

Daily-Main street programme 

Daily airport Inspections 

Monthly airport inspections Louth & Wanaaring 

Cemetery Put headstone back on grave 4/9/2019 
Grave 12/9/2019 

Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  

Staff Training Expo 9/9/2019 

Sundry Debtors Sand-1456, Road Closure-1457, Crane-1458, Crane-1459, Crusher Dust-1460, 
Crusher Dust-1461, Crusher Dust-1462, Crusher Dust-1463 

General Put barriers into the back of dog pound shed 

 Cold mix gutter edge  

Remove dead tree from vacant block 

Remove Dead Palm tree from Rotary park 

Poison Main Street footpath 

Poison laneways ongoing 

Town Streets pick up syringes 

Relieving garbage truck 

Fix signs at Percy Hobson Park 

Delivery generator to Enngonia for plumbers 

Erect EPA signs throughout Town 

Mow fence line at Catholic School 

Mow levee bank at Riverside Motel 

Patch trip hazard in Mitchell Street 

Lay pavers darling park 

Take portable grandstand back to Renshaw from Davidson Oval 

Patch trip hazard at Riverside Motel 

Pick up rubbish from Oxley and Mertin Street laneway 

Cold mix new drive way in Mitchell Street 

Gravel West Road Enngonia wash out 

Grading work for around airport fence for fence work 

Crane Darling Park 

Fix chevron sign on airport road 

Cold mix Main Street fill in trench 

Crane-stand frame Darling park 

Stand light pole up at Central park for new toilet block 

Pick up fire buckets from Renshaw 
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Pick up abandon vehicle on Cobar road 

Erect 45 degree parking in signs in Main Street 

Crane/Bridge truck Wanaaring Road for Bore 

Remove tree from Mertin Street 

Woodchip Catholic School 

Crane unload pipes at North Bourke for new pipe line 

Remove goal post from Davidson Oval 

Erect EPA signs at North Bourke 

Repair lane gate behind Mertin Street 

Fill in holes around Fred Hollows wall, Sydney Road 

Backhoe/truck Hungerford Road new bore line cart sand for trench and back fill 

Start Airport fence work, hinge lock bottom of fence stopping anything getting in 
airport 
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3. Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance for August 

1 Culgoa Street Sewer Choke 

32 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

150 Meadows Road Sewer Choke 

3 Mitchell Street Sewer Choke 

7 Sturt Street Sewer Choke 

20 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

20 Meek Street Sewer Choke 

2 Harris Street Sewer Choke 

72 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

137 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

61 Mitchell Street Sewer Choke 

57 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 

3 Harris Street Sewer Choke 

30 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

160 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

3 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 

6 Glen Street Sewer Choke 

26 Tarcoon Street Sewer Choke 

12 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

Cottage 2, Alice Edwards Village Sewer Choke 

8 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

6 Harris Street Sewer Choke 

48 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 

5 Wilson Street Sewer Choke 

Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre Sewer Choke 

Wharf Sewer Choke 

Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

Darling Street, North Bourke Repair leaking 25m,m raw water service 

Monomeith Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

25 Hope Street Repair leaking 20mm filtered water service 

Hospital Install new 50mm filtered water service 

168 Anson Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 

7 Yanda Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 

7 Anson Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 

Darling Street, North Bourke Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

Central Park Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired main 

Richard Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main, filtered water 
off 1hr 

109 Darling Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main, filtered water 
off 30mins 

Oxley Street Dug 225mm raw water main and repair main 

82 Hope Street Dug 225mm raw water main and repair main 
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Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre Clean out SPS 

Alice Edwards Village Replace pump in SPS 

Sale Yards Connect water to new trough 

PCYC Repair leaking tap 

12 Darling Street Replace leaking toilet cistern 

Renshaw Complex Install new hot water system 

Pool Connect water to new air conditioner 
Repair leak in pump house 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Clara  Hart Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Training Nil 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

Pollutant 
Unit Of 
Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 
Concentration 
Limit 

Jan 
2019 
Test 

Feb 
2019 
Test  

Mar 
2019 
Test 

Apr 
2019 
Test 

May 
2019 
Test 

Jun 
2019 
Test 

Jul 
2019 
Test 

Aug 
2019 
Test 

Sept 
2019 
Test 

Oct 
2019 
Test 

Nov 
2019 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 5 <2 <2 <2 5 <2 <2 3 3   

pH  6.5-8.5 8.46 9.44 8.77 9.22 8.66 9.13 9.19 9.18 9.44   

Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 8.9 10.5 14.3 9.3 10.4 6.3 5 5.8 8.6   

Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 1.7 1.10 2.38 1.6 2.4 1.6 2.5 2.3 1.7   

Total suspended solids mg/L 20 62 150 114 101 46 17 44 56 82   

Biochemical oxygen 
demand 

mg/L 15 22 18 36 24 26 19 24 5 20   

 
Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the 
above exceedances.   

 Rainfall in Bourke for September 2019 was  0.0 mm 

 Hottest day for September 2019 was   34  degrees 

 Coldest day for September 2019 was  3.2 degrees 

 

Recommendation 
That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 
2019. 

Resolution  2019/390  
Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 
1. That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 

2019. 
Carried 
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20.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICE & DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY REPORT WHICH INCLUDES 
DEVELOPMENTS APPROVED, BUILDING SERVICES, ANIMAL CONTROL & 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ISSUES AND THE MONTHLY SWIMMING POOL REPORT AS 
REQUIRED FROM THE SWIMMING POOL CONTRACTOR. 

File Number: D3.2-A11.1.-A8.1-S10.2.3 

Author: Carolyn Crain, Coordinator Development & Regulatory Services 

Authoriser: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Activity Report from the Department of Environmental Services since the last meeting of Council 
held on Monday, 23rd September 2019 

Current Situation 

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

Developments Approved 

Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type & 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 2020/0003 Lot 2, Section 33, DP 758144 
1 Moculta Street Bourke 

Installation of transportable 
dwelling , Dual occupancy 

Delegated  DA 2020/0004 Lot B, DP 322196 
31 Oxley Street Bourke 

Change of use to second hand 
shop & juice bar 

Delegated DA 2020/0005 Lot 41, DP 1020973 
70 Mertin Street Bourke 

Construction of residential shed 

Total value of Approved works for September 2019 = $187,000 

No. of Development Application Approvals for September 2019 = 3 

No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for September 2019 = 0 

 

Works carried out by Building Services 

Location Work Carried Out 

Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  

Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 

Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 

Cemetery General maintenance – watering ,mowing and fill in holes trim and remove trees 
and poisoning 

Contractors Electrical works to buildings and for Water & Waste Water 

Grants Cemetery toilet completed, Commenced Fords Bridge Toilet 
Install light at toilet entry – Central Park 

Plant Replace A/C units -  Caravans 75 & 95 &  Power inspection - Rainbar 
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Animal Control   

Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 

Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 

Seized 6 3 

Surrendered 13 0 

Dumped 0 0 

Total 19 3 

Euthanased 3 3 

Returned to Owner 0 0 

Released from Pound 2 0 

Re-housed 4 0 

Died in Pound 0 0 

Escaped from Pound 0 0 

Animals Remaining at End of Month 10 0 

Total 19 3 

Stock Rested in Stock Yards 2420 

 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserve’s  

 

Attendance at Bourke War Memorial Swimming Pool for September 2019 

Season Ticket Holders Non- Season Ticket Holders 

Adults 25 Adults 52 

Children (2+) 39 Children (2+) 117 

Children (<2) 9 Children (<2) 27 

Pensioners 0 Pensioners 0 

School Groups 0 Total for Month 269 

 

Recommendation 
That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28th October 2019 be received and noted. 

Resolution  2019/391  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 28th October 2019 be received and noted. 

Carried 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 October 2019 

 

Item 20.4 Page 88 

20.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: G1.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Activities carried out by the General Manager since the last Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
Monday, 23rd September 2019 

Current Situation 

26th September 2019 
While still to be finalised, it would appear that things are on track for the air service to commence 
in Bourke in November 2019. 
 
Representatives of Airlink have indicated that they will be in Bourke in the next couple of weeks to 
make final arrangements for the flights. 
 
The re-establishment of an Air Service has been a relatively complexed issue which is now a reality. 
The Air Service will not only benefit the commercial and tourism sectors, it will provide ready access 
to locals who wish to take advantage of the opportunity to fly to Dubbo and onto their desired 
destination. 
 
From Dubbo you can fly to Canberra, Newcastle, Melbourne and Brisbane as well as the long 
established route to Sydney. 
 
Effectively Bourke now has linkage by air to a large section of the eastern seaboard with a 
population of around 10 million people, with area including Sydney, Brisbane and Melbourne. 
 

 
Whilst it will no doubt receive publicity elsewhere, I thought it would be of interest to reproduce 
parts of an article I read about the changes to the rules regarding speed limits around emergency 
vehicles. 
 
From 26th September 2019, when passing stationary emergency vehicles with flashing blue or red 
lights, motorists will:- 

 no longer need to slow down to 40km/h on roads with speed limits of 90km/h or 

over 

 be required to slow down to 40km/h on roads with speed limits of 80km/h or 

under. 

 
The rule will be expanded to include tow trucks and breakdown assistance vehicles which are 
displaying yellow flashing lights while stopped on the road. 
 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 October 2019 

 

Item 20.4 Page 89 

On roads with speed limits of 90km/h or over motorists will need to:- 
 slow to a speed which is safe and reasonable for the circumstances; 

 give enough space between their vehicle and the breakdown assistance or emergency 

vehicle and workers; and  

 change lanes to keep the lane next to the vehicle free if it is safe to do so, on multi-lane 

roads. 

 
Motorists who do not follow the new speed limits to protect emergency service workers, will lose 
three (3) demerit points and be fined $457. 
 

 
As of Sunday, 22nd September 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 
Bourke for 400 days.  
 
The river height at Bourke was 2.71 metres over the weekend and the level of the water is dropping 
at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day. 
 

 
A reminder that Level Three (3) Restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand 
held hoses for two (2) hours per day. 
 
A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 

 
The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 
prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 
 
Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day are supplied free of charge, due to the 
generous sponsorship of Industry and the State Government. 
 

 
The Tour De OROC is only a few weeks off and will stopover in Bourke on the night of the 9th 
October 2019 and the Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council will host the riders, arranging 
accommodation and meals. 
 
On the night there will be an Auction to raise funds for the Tour de OROC which in turn will be given 
to the Macquarie Homestay to support the future development of the complex. 
 
There is an excellent array of items for auction and I would encourage everyone to come down and 
support what is a great facility for those seeking accommodation while seeking medical attention in 
Dubbo. 
 

  
 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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As the community makes the transition from winter based sports to summer based sports, I would 
encourage sporting groups and other organisations who utilise Council owned sporting and 
recreation facilities to ensure that they book their proposed usage with Council’s Engineering 
Support Officer. 
 
The booking of facilities will eliminate the possibility of clashes with use and also allow Council staff 
to   ensure that the facilities are prepared in accordance with any requirements. 
 
As long as we are able Bourke Shire Council will endeavour to try and keep the main sporting ovals 
and Central Park green. However, as the drought bites this task may become increasingly difficult. 
 

 
A reminder that Council has available small timers which can be used to measure time taken in the 
shower, for example to provide an indication of just how much time individuals take to shower. As 
the drought continues and water becomes increasingly scarce, small savings such as reducing your 
time in the shower, only doing full loads of washing can have a massive savings of water when the 
cumulative impact across the whole community is considered. 
 
Water is a finite resources and it is only at times such as the current drought conditions we are 
experiencing that we really appreciate what an importance resource it is and often take for granted 
the ability to turn on the tap and get potable water. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council is pleased to advise that the Bourke War Memorial Olympic Pool Complex will 
be opening for the 2019/2020 swimming season at 10.00am on Saturday, 28th September 2019. 
 
Full details in relation to opening hours and charges both season ticket and casual entry are 
contained within an advertisement in last week’s edition of the Western Herald and are also 
available in the Council website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 

  
The Bush Trackers Owners Group (BOG) who recently held their Annual Muster and Annual General 
Meeting in Bourke left with some great memories and very appreciative of the support and 
friendship shown to them by all sectors of the community. 
 
The group had representatives from all across Australia with many indicating that they been here 
previously whilst for others it was their first trip. One (1) couple I met from Tasmania said they had 
passed through many times but hadn’t previously stopped and hadn’t realised that there where so 
many things to do. 
 
They said they will be coming back. 
 
I joined with the Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman, Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie Brown 
and Tourist Officer, Jodie Sontag in representing Bourke Shire as guest of the group at their Muster 
Dinner, also joining the group for dinner were a number of other local community members who 
were representing various community groups who were the recipients of donation from the BOG as 
part of their contribution to Bourke as the host town. 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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In all, the Group donated $26,000 to the Bourke community which is a tremendous effort and a 
gesture that was very much appreciated. 
 
Among the recipient groups were, Bourke Pony Club, Bourke Junior Rugby League, Clontarf 
Foundation, Bourke Laundry, The Blue Robinson Foundation, Bourke Rotary Club, The Bourke Men’s 
Shed, the Bourke Junior Cricket, Bourke CWA, The Prostrate Cancer Research and the McGrath 
Foundation. The group also donated funds to the villages of Wanaaring, Louth, Fords Bridge and 
Enngonia. 
 
Each year the Group purchases a Defibrillator Machine and at the end of each muster they donate 
the machine to the community. 
 
The Annual Muster Dinner was catered for by the Port of Bourke Hotel at the pavilion at Renshaw 
Oval and the meal received very positive comments with a number of the group members saying it 
was the best meal that they had had at any of the musters which is high praise indeed. 
 
The Port of Bourke were assisted in the serving of the meals by the members of the Clontarf 
Foundation and they did an excellent job. 
 
There were around 160 attendees in total so to be able to provide a hot meal for so many people is 
no mean achievement.  
 
In his Speech to the dinner, President Murray Woolnough made mention of the fact that in deciding 
the venue for 2019 four (4) sites were considered and these were Bourke, Tenterfield, Tathra and 
Mudgee. Murray said the standard of the submission from Bourke was such that they could not 
ignore the invitation for the group to come to Bourke. The submission was prepared by the tourism 
staff led by Manager of Tourism and Events, Fran Carter and my congratulations to her and her 
team. 
 
The Bushtracker Owner’s Group were a tremendous group of people and it was a pleasure to be 
able to host them in Bourke and we would welcome them back any time. 
 
I understand that the group had a positive impact on the local economy with a number of retailers 
and food outlets noticing their presence in town. 
 

 
The football season is coming to the business end of the season with the team I support in the NRL 
is St George (breathing no fire at the ball during the season) I turned my focus to the AFL, I am a 
Collingwood supporter in the AFL, however, I will be putting my supporters tie back in mothballs 
after they were narrowly beaten on the weekend by Greater Western Sydney. 
 
It is, however, good to see the relatively new team of Greater Western Sydney make the Grand 
Final for the first time and I will be hoping that they can cause an upset. 
 

 
Work is continuing on the finalisation of the works in the main street and the project continues to 
draw positive comment from all sectors of the community.  
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I joined the large crowd who went to the Enngonia Races last Saturday and as a member of Rotary I 
was involved in the catering for the event. The Rotary Barbeque was busy but still allowed enough 
time to sneak out and have a bet. 
 
There was a very good crowd in attendance with a full bus load of race goers taking advantage of 
the free bus provided by the Enngonia Race Committee and the Road Safety Branch of the Roads 
and Maritime Services. 
 
I think that the Committee should be extremely pleased with the way the day went and although 
there was a significant amount of dust at times, the day was enjoyed by all.  
 
I was speaking to a number of the Bushtracker Owner’s group who made the trip up and they had 
nothing but positive comments and the day gave them the opportunity to experience a real bush 
race meeting. 
 

 
Bourke Council held its Ordinary Meeting for September at Enngonia on Monday, 23rd September 
2019 and the decision to conduct the meeting in Enngonia is part of Council’s commitment to hold 
meetings in the village areas at least once a year. 
 

 
The quadrennial Election for Council are to be held in September 2020 and Council is required to 
determine how the elections are to be administered. 
 
The General Manager of a Council is not allowed to conduct an election but is able to appoint 
others to do so. 
 
The elections for Bourke Shire Council have in the past been run by the State Electoral Commission  
At the meeting of Council held on Monday Council resolved to appoint the State Election 
Commission to conduct its election 
 
Council is required to make the appointment prior to the 1st October 2019 although the contract 
with the State Electoral Commissioner doesn’t need to be signed until January. 
 
The State Government announced through the Minister for Local Government that they would be 
providing assistance to reduce the cost of the election to Council which is welcome news. 
 
Under the new funding model, costs will be assigned as either direct or core costs and allocated to 
Councils or the NSW Government accordingly. The funding model will see costs allocated on the 
following basis:- 

 ·       Direct (or marginal) costs are the costs that would not be incurred if an election was not 
held.  
These will be recovered from Councils on a direct allocation and per elector basis. These 
include election staffing, venues, ballot paper printing, and Council-specific advertising and 
voter information products. 

·       Core costs are defined as head office costs such as staff payroll, training, election security, 
project management, drafting of election procedures and policies, core IT system 
development and maintenance and ongoing voter roll maintenance. These are the costs 
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that the NSWEC must incur to maintain its capacity to conduct Local Government 
Elections. The NSW Government will fund these core costs of $19.9 million. 

 
The NSW Government’s funding contribution will result in an indicative weighted average cost per 
elector of $8.21, which will be passed onto Councils, compared to a weighted average cost per 
elector of $12.72 if no NSW Government contribution was provided. Adoption of the new funding 
model offers the following benefits:- 

·        it reduces Councils’ election costs ensuring all Councils, regardless of size, can afford to 
retain  an electoral services provider to administer their elections; 

·        it is more efficient, cost effective and cost reflective;  
·        it ensures a more equitable allocation of election costs, eliminating the need for larger 

Councils to cross subsidise smaller Councils’ elections, and it reflects the practice in other 
jurisdictions where State Governments fund their Electoral Commissions’ core operations 
in relation to Local Government elections resulting in lower costs per elector compared to 
NSW. 

 

 
Council also reaffirmed that its Ordinary Meetings will continue to be held on the fourth (4th) 
Monday of each Month, Council also reaffirmed the appointment of its committee membership and 
also the appointment of delegates to the various committees on which Council is represented. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 
 
"A strong friendship doesn't need daily conversation, doesn't always need togetherness, as long 
as the relationship lives in the heart, true friends will never part." 
 

 
3rd October 2019 
 
I am extremely pleased to advise residents that Bourke Shire Council has been selected as one of 
three (3) finalists in the AR Bluett Award for rural Councils for 2019.  

 
The A R Bluett Memorial Award has been awarded annually since 1945. The Award is contested 
each year by Councils in NSW who would like to be recognised as being the most progressive in the 
state.  
 
Entry is open to all NSW Councils irrespective of size or resources. The Awards Trustees encourage 
NSW Councils to enter this prestigious Award and are interested in all aspects of Council operations 
and services. 
 
In describing what the award means I think the following two (2) quotes give an indication to just 
how the award is regarded within Local Government  

 
"The greatest accolade a Council can achieve" and "The pinnacle of Local Government achievement". 
 
Members of the AR Bluett Trust, Chairman, Les McMahon and fellow Trustees, Allan Ezzy, APM AM 
and Mike Montgomery, AM were all in Bourke last week to meet with Councillors and the 
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Management Team in relation to our application and were also provided with a presentation 
detailing Bourke Shire Council’s achievement over the past few years. 
 
Their visit formed part of the overall evaluation process. 
 
The winner of the award will be announced at the Local Government New South Wales Annual 
Conference on the 16th October 2019 in Sydney. 
 

 
The NSW Government has launched a new website to showcase the great work of the State’s 128 
local Councils. 
  
Your Council website - www.yourcouncil.nsw.gov.au  
 
The Website allows ratepayers to access comprehensive statistics on the operations of their local 
Council and the profile of their local community including:- 

 Council expenditure in a range of areas including roads, bridges, footpaths, libraries, recreation 

and culture, community services, and the environment 

 Community facilities including the number of swimming pools, public halls, and libraries as well 

as the length of roads and amount of open space.  

 Key operational information including Council staffing levels and average rates and charges 

 Demographic information about the local population and Councillors as well as economic 

statistics including the unemployment rate, average income, and number of businesses. 

 
The data for each Council is also benchmarked against the average for like Councils so ratepayers 
can compare how their Council is travelling. 
 
The new website also celebrates the sheer size and scale of our Councils as a whole with a State-
wide snap-shot of the NSW Local Government Sector. 
 
The one-stop-shop for Local Government is a valuable resource for residents, ratepayers and the 
general community, as well as Councillors, Council staff, Local Government peak bodies, 
researchers, academics and State Government agencies. 
  
The website draws on data already collected by the Office of Local Government (OLG) from NSW 
Councils and other agencies and presents it in an easy to understand and user friendly way. It will 
be updated annually as new data becomes available. 
  
OLG will continue to work with local Councils to further develop the website’s functionality. It will 
also help guide development of a new Performance Measurement Framework with consistent 
benchmarks for all NSW Councils. 
 

 
  

http://www.yourcouncil.nsw.gov.au/
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As of Sunday, 29th September 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 
Bourke for 407 days.  
 
The river height at Bourke was 2.65 metres over the weekend and the level of the water has 
dropping at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day. Unfortunately, this rate of loss will 
increase as the weather heats up and the level of evaporation increases. 
 

 
A reminder that level three (3) restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand 
held hoses for two (2) hours per day. 
 
A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au  
 

 
The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 
prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 
 
Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day are supplied free of charge, due to the 
generous sponsorship of Industry and the State Government. 
 

 
A reminder that Council has available small timers which can be used to measure time taken in the 
shower for example to provide an indication of just how much time individuals take to shower. As 
the drought continues and water becomes increasingly scare small savings such as reducing your 
time in the shower, only doing full loads of washing can have a massive savings of water when the 
cumulative impact across the whole community is considered. 
 
Water is a finite resources and it is only at times such as the current drought conditions we are 
experiencing that be really appreciate what an importance resource it is and often take for granted 
the ability to turn on the tap and get potable water. 
 

 
Representatives of the Louth Race Club will travel to Sydney this week to attend a function hosted 
by Racing New South Wales that will feature the announcement of Country Race Club of the Year 
2018. 
 
Louth Turf Club submitted an application for the award in respect of the 2018 Annual Louth Cup 
Meeting was the 60th Anniversary Meeting and was an outstanding success and earned the well -
deserved praise from all attendees including trainers, owners, jockeys, bookmakers and all other 
racegoers. 
 
Louth faces stiff opposition from the other finalists which I understand are Forbes and Coonamble 
Race Clubs but should be in with a great chance of winning this coveted award. The announcement 
will be made at a dinner on Friday night. Let’s keep our fingers crossed for the Louth Race Club 
 

 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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The annual Tour De OROC is being held next week, with a stopover in Bourke NEXT Wednesday, 9th 
October 2019 and the Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council will host the riders, arranging 
accommodation and meals. 
 
The riders will meet at Port of Bourke Hotel for dinner and there will be an auction to raise funds 
for the Tour de OROC which in turn will be given to the Macquarie Homestay to support the future 
development of the complex. 
 
There have been a number of generous donations of auction items including a number from the 
Port of Bourke Hotel including a Kayak and three (3) eskies, South Sydney Rugby League Football 
Club have given a 2019 signed Guernsey to mention but a few of the items. 
 
I would encourage everyone to come down and support what is a great facility for those seeking 
accommodation while seeking medical attention in Dubbo. 
 
A number of people who have stayed at Macquarie Homestay have been extremely complimentary 
of the facility and the hospitality provided. I urge as many people as possible to come along and 
support what is a tremendous asset for residents of Western New South Wales. 
 

 
Bourke Shire Council will host a teleconference on Monday involving those Councils along the 
Barwon Darling River to discuss the current lack of strategy for the long term water security within 
the system. Representatives from Bourke, Walgett, Brewarrina Central Darling Broken Hill and 
Wentworth Councils all participated whilst apologies were received from Moree Plains and Cobar. 
The New South Wales Town Water Security Coordinator James McTavish and David Swan from 
Industry NSW –Water were both able to join the meeting. 
The meeting followed a resolution passed by Bourke Shire Council on the 26th August 2019 
expressing concern for the Barwon Darling River System which is as follows:- 
 
Council coordinate a meeting with all Council’s along the Barwon Darling System to discuss the 
perceived lack of a long term strategy to ensure water security for all towns along the Barwon Darling 
River System. 
 
The meeting demonstrated a clear commitment to gain support for something tangible to happen 
and with a degree of urgency.  
 

 
The Council Offices including Services New South Wales, Depot and the Library will be closed 
tomorrow (Friday 5th October 2019) to enable Staff to attend their Annual Union Picnic Day which 
will be held at Renshaw Oval. 
 
Garbage collection, the Waste Management Facility and The Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre will 
be operating as normal. 
 
 Staff will be available to attend to any emergencies and to this end all emergency requests should 
be directed through the Council Duty Officer on 0419 722 055. 
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Public consultation on the Draft Water Resource Plan and proposed amendments to Draft Water 
Sharing Plan for the Barwon–Darling Unregulated Water Source 2012 has commenced and will 
conclude on Monday, 28th October 2019. This water resource plan outlines how New South Wales 
will meet the requirements of the Basin Plan in the Barwon–Darling Watercourse Water Resource 
Plan Area. 
 
This is one (1) of the last out of 20 water resource plans in New South Wales to be released for 
public consultation ahead of accreditation by the Commonwealth Government and 
implementation. In developing this Water Resource Plan, some changes are proposed to the Water 
Sharing Plan for this area.  
 
The NSW Government is inviting you to comment on the Barwon-Darling Watercourse Water 
Resource Plan and the proposed changes to the water sharing plan.  
 
For more information on information sessions, how to make a submission or to read the plan please 
visit our website at https://www.industry.nsw.gov.au/barwon-darling-surface-wrp 
  
 Information sessions will provide information about:- 

 the progress and development of the NSW water resource plans 

 the draft Barwon–Darling Water Resource Plan  

 the proposed changes to the water sharing plan arrangements; and  

 How to make a submission? 

 
The Bourke presentation is scheduled as follows:- 

Wednesday, 16th October 
9.00am - 12.00pm   
Diggers on the Darling, 23-25 Sturt St Bourke  

 

 
Mayor Barry Hollman attended a forum titled “Sustaining the Regions” which has been coordinated 
by Local Government New South Wales (LGNSW) and held at the Sydney Town Hall earlier in the 
week. 
 
Day two (2) of the Forum focussed on the current drought and involves a number of interesting 
speakers, including James McTavish the Regional Town Water Supply Coordinator and the New 
South Wales Town Water Supply Coordinator, Jock Laurie the New South Wales Drought 
Coordinator, Michael Blackmore the Director Water Utilities Department of Planning Industry and 
the Environment and the Hon. Mark Coulton, MP, Commonwealth Minister for Regional Services, 
Decentralisation and Local Government. Mark of course is our local Member for Parkes. 
 

 
Work is continuing on the improvement of the emergency water supply for Bourke with an 
additional Bore proposed to be constructed at Belvedere with the notice of that intent appearing in 
last week’s Western Herald. 
 
Over the next couple of day’s work will commence on the construction of a dual pipeline from 
Walkden’s Bore into Bourke and a dual pipeline will be constructed from Walkden’s Bore to Stoney 
Rise and then a single line out to Belvedere. 
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The aim is to be able to provide 2.5 megalitres of water per day to Bourke to provide sufficient 
water for residential and commercial needs plus allow sufficient water to enable water to be able to 
be supplied to those residents within the shire who are unable to access traditional sources such as 
Byrock. 
 
Some modification will also be undertaken to the cooling tower at Walkden’s Bore and an increased 
capacity in the pumps to provide for some redundancy in that regard. 
 
Things are progressing reasonably well with the project at the moment however, there is a 
considerable demand for those contractors who are responsible for the installation of water 
infrastructure and there a fair bit of coordination of resources required.  
 
In addition to the installation of infrastructure Council has had to secure the appropriate licences to 
allow it to access the underground water supply and has now secured 525 megalitres of 
entitlement which will provide seven months’ water at 2.5 megalitres per day.  
 

 
While on the subject of water it would appear likely that water carting will commence to Byrock 
once again over the next few days as the level in the groundwater tank at Byrock drops to a level 
which makes pumping impossible. The cooperation of residents at Byrock is being sought to ensure 
that water is used for domestic internal use only. 
 

 
In more exciting news for the town of Bourke and Bourke Shire Council there was an 
announcement in the Sydney Press over the weekend we have received funding for the 
construction of a new water reservoir to replace the reservoir currently located in Charles Street 
that is rapidly approaching the end of its useful life. 
 
Funding has been detailed as $1.35 million. 
 
This new reservoir will provide a significant improvement in the overall water reticulation system 
within Bourke and comes as work commences on the construction of a Water Treatment Plant. 
These town water supply projects alone have attracted grant funding of around $12 million. 
 
Over the past three (3) financial years Bourke Shire Council has been the recipient of over $50 
million dollars in grant funds. 
 

 
It has taken a great deal of work to be able to prepare the applications and to achieve the level of 
success that we have however the result certainly justifies the work involved. 
 
I would like to congratulate all staff who have been involved in the compilation of the grant 
submissions over the past three (3) years and acknowledge the efforts Belinda Colless of Brewarrina 
has been responsible for the coordination of the grant process including the identification and 
lodgement. Her coordination ability has proved invaluable as has her ability to meet all the required 
deadlines. 
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Quote of the week! 
 
“The future depends on what we do in the present” 

Mahatma Ghandi 
 

 
10th October 2019 
 
The Finance Team of Bourke Shire Council are to be congratulated as they were able to have 
Councils Annual Financial Reports including the Auditor’s Report submitted on the 25th September 
2019 which is well before the due date of the 31st October 2019. 
 
As of the 25th September the only General Purpose Councils who had lodged their Annual Financial 
Reports were as follows:- 
 

1        06-Sep-19     Narrandera Shire Council 

2        19-Sep-19     Hills Shire Council 

3        19-Sep-19     Ku-ring-gai Council 

4        24-Sep-19     Campbelltown City Council 

5        25-Sep-19     Penrith City Council 

6        25-Sep-19     Coolamon Shire Council 

7        25-Sep-19     Bourke Shire Council 

 
Well done to all involved, it is an extremely good effort to be in the first 10 Council’s in the state to 
have their Annual Financial Reports lodged. 
 

 
The quadrennial Local Government Ordinary Elections are to be held on 12th September 2020. 
 
While it is sometime off there is a lot of preparation work to be done by the State Electoral 
Commission who need to know how many elections they will be running and in what location etc. 
so that they can ensure that they have secured staff and other resources. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has made the decision at this stage to engage the State Electoral 
Commissioner to conduct the elections for Bourke Shire 
 

 
As of Sunday, 6th October 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at Bourke 
for 416 days.  
 
The river height was at Bourke was 2.60 metres over the weekend and the level of the water has 
dropping at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day. Unfortunately, this rate of loss will 
increase as the weather heats up and the level of evaporation increases. 
 

 
A reminder that level three (3) restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand 
held hoses for two (2) hours per day. 
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A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au  
 
With the Darling River dropping at the rate of 1 centimetre per day it is likely that level four (4) 
water restrictions will be in place in around ten (10) days. 
 
Level four (4) restrictions allows the use of hand held hoses for one (1) hour per day only. 
 
Whilst Council has the ability to fine residents for non-compliance with restrictions and/or restrict 
supply, these are only instituted as a last resort and it is hoped that all residents recognise the 
importance of compliance measures with restrictions and not only their legal responsibility to do so 
but their moral obligation to do so.  
 

 
The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 
prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 
 
Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day are supplied free of charge, due to the 
generous sponsorship of Industry and the State Government. 
 

 
A reminder that Council has available small timers which can be used to measure time taken in the 
shower for example, to provide an indication of just how much time individuals take to shower. As 
the drought continues and water becomes increasingly scarce, small savings such as reducing your 
time in the shower, only doing full loads of washing can have a massive savings of water when the 
cumulative impact across the whole community is considered. 
 
Water is a finite resources and it is only at times such as the current drought conditions we are 
experiencing that we really appreciate what an important resource it is and often take for granted 
the ability to turn on the tap and get potable water. 
 

 
Representatives of the Louth Race Club travelled to Sydney to attend a function hosted by Racing 
New South Wales who were announced as the New South Wales Country Race Club of the Year 
2018. 
 
This is a tremendous effort for such a small community and testimony of the huge level of voluntary 
effort that goes into masking the race meeting such a success. 
 
The Committee of the Louth Race Club and indeed the whole Louth Community can be justifiably 
proud of the achievement. 
 

 
To allow Public Works Advisory to obtain crucial information required to finalise the design of the 
desalination plant to be constructed for Bourke they need to have data relating to the bore water 
supply which requires the bore to be in operation continually for three (3) to four (4) days. 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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With this in mind Council’s filtered water system was switched over to become 100% reliant on the 
bore water supply on Saturday, 5th October 2019 until Tuesday, 8th October 2019. 
 
The transfer to the bore system also gave Council staff the opportunity to ensure the bore system 
was working well as it will be needed as we move into, what is projected to be, a hot and dry 
summer period. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has previously acknowledged that the sodium (salt) level in the bore water is 
higher than desired. Previous testing of the bores shows that the sodium concentrations range from 
289 mg/L to 353 mg/L. The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines gives a value of 180 mg/L as the 
concentration at which people are likely to taste sodium in their drinking water.  
 
The proposed desalination plant is being designed to address the higher than desired sodium level. 
NSW Health confirms that the water is safe to drink, but Council appreciates that people may be 
concerned about the taste of the water. Chilling your drinking water can help reduce the salty taste.  
 
Anyone who may be concerned about sodium in the water and their diet should talk to their doctor 
for specific advice. NSW Health has given information to doctors about patients who may need 
special attention because of the extra sodium in the drinking water. These are pregnant women, 
people with advanced kidney disease, poorly controlled high blood pressure, diagnosed heart 
failure and others who are on a low salt diet. 
 
The installation of the desalination plant is aimed, in part, at reducing the sodium levels in the 
water.  
 

 
Bourke Shire Council hosted a teleconference on Monday involving those Councils along the 
Barwon Darling River to discuss the current lack of strategy for the long term water security within 
the system.  
Representatives from Bourke, Walgett, Brewarrina Central Darling Broken Hill and Wentworth 
Councils all participated whilst apologies were received from Moree Plains and Cobar.  
 
Town Water Security Coordinator James McTavish and David Swan from DPIE NSW – Water were 
also both able to join the meeting. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has a motion going to the Annual Conference dealing with the development of 
a long –term strategy regarding the management of the flows in the Barwon Darling System. 
 
A further meeting of the Councils is proposed to be held in Sydney on Wednesday, 16th October 
which will be the last Day of the Annual Conference of Local Government New South Wales. 
 

 
Water carting was expected to have once again commenced to Byrock but fortunately the ground 
water supply is holding up to the demand. Given that the groundwater supply is the only supply for 
Byrock and is dependent on rain to recharge that storage the commencement of carting looks like 
being in evitable unless we get a significant fall of rain in the next few days. 
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Unfortunately, the issue of water shortages has been a matter that has faced the residents of 
Byrock over the past few years as the drought conditions continue to be experienced. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 

“Do something today that your future self will thank you for”. 
 

 
17th October 2019 
 
Level four (4) restrictions are in place as of 12.00pm today Thursday, 17th October 2019 with no 
fixed sprinklers allowed and hand held hoses for one (1) hour per day only. 
 
A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website at www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
With the Darling River dropping at the rate of one (1) centimetre per day it is likely that level four 
(4) water restrictions will remain in place for around six (6) weeks until a move to level five (5) 
would need to be considered. 
 
Whilst Council has the ability to fine residents for non-compliance with restrictions and restrict 
supply these are only instituted as a last resort and it is hoped that all residents recognise the 
importance of compliance with restrictions and not only their legal responsibility to do so but their 
moral obligation.  
 

 
As of Sunday, 13th October 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 
Bourke for 421 days.  
 
The river height at Bourke was 2.60 metres over the weekend and the level of the water has been 
dropping at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day.  
 
This rate of loss will increase as the weather heats up and the level of evaporation increases. 
 

 
The riders who took part in the 2019 Tour De OROC passed though Bourke last week, staying 
overnight in Bourke last Wednesday night. 
 
Bourke Shire Council in conjunction with Bourke Rotary Club hosted a welcome function at the Port 
of Bourke Hotel on the night and conducted a charity auction and despite a relatively small crowd 
managed to raise over $3,000.00, which is a great effort. 
 
Earlier in the evening the main host was the Licensee of the Port of Bourke Hotel, Luke Moon who 
presented the organiser of the ride, Mathew Dickerson from Dubbo a cheque for $1200.00 which 
will go towards the fund raising efforts for this year’s Tour De OROC which will again go to 
Macquarie Homestay. 
 
The auction was very lively with auctioneer Greg Sieler doing an excellent job keeping the crowd 
engaged and the bids flowing.  

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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A signed South Sydney football Guernsey was the item that recoded the highest bid at $500.00 
whilst two (2) large eskies and a kayak also attracted a great deal of interest.  
 
The riders were welcomed to Bourke by Mayor Barry Hollman and following the welcome Victor 
Bartley, who has had the opportunity to experience the benefits of Macquarie Homestay, gave the 
crowd an indication of the value of the facilities and encouraged everyone to consider the benefit 
to the communities of western New South Wales when considering a bid. His words obviously 
resonated with the crown who dug deep for a very worthy cause. 
 
Before departing on Thursday morning, the riders were provided with a wholesome breakfast by 
Bourke Rotary Club who were up early to have the meal prepared for a 6.30am start. 
 
The riders then departed for a leisurely 160 ride to Cobar. 
 

 
The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 
prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. 
 
Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day are supplied free of charge, due to the 
generous sponsorship of Industry and the State Government. 
 
Council will be coordinating a Graffiti removal day however; it may not be the 27th October as we 
strive to increase the level participation which has unfortunately been very low the past few years. 
 

 
Bourke Council have been successful with a funding application through the NSW Governments 
Waste Less, Recycle More Initiative’s Landfill Consolidation and Environmental Improvements 
Grants program to improve wind borne litter at the Bourke Waste facility. A recent audit of 
operations at the site by Council staff, identified the wind borne litter as an issue emanating from 
the active tipping area.  
 
Funding has been awarded to Council for the installation of mobile litter fencing to alleviate the 
litter problem, local suppliers will be used to fabricate mobile panels that will be positioned at the 
Waste Facility to intercept windblown litter. 
 

 
Unfortunately, the sample of water taken last weekend to allow testing of that water to enable the 
design of the proposed desalination plant was unable to be completed and as such a further sample 
was required to be extracted. 
 
To enable the sample to be as representative as possible the bores will again be required to run for 
at least three (3) or four (4) days. 

 
With this in mind, Council’s filtered water system was switched over to become 100% reliant on the 
bore water supply on Friday, 11th until Tuesday, 15th October 2019. 
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This additional switch also gave Council staff a further opportunity to ensure the bore system was 
working well as it will be needed as we move into what is projected to be a hot and dry summer 
period. 
Bourke Shire Council has previously acknowledged that the sodium (salt) level in the bore water is 
higher than desired. Previous testing of the bores shows that the sodium concentrations range from 
289 mg/L to 353 mg/L. The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines gives a value of 180 mg/L as the 
concentration at which people are likely to taste sodium in their drinking water.  
 
The proposed desalination plant is being designed to address the higher than desired sodium level. 
NSW Health confirms that the water is safe to drink, but Council appreciates that people may be 
concerned about the taste of the water. Chilling your drinking water can help reduce the salty taste.  
 
Anyone who may be concerned about sodium in the water and their diet should talk to their doctor 
for specific advice. NSW Health has given information to doctors about patients who may need 
special attention because of the extra sodium in the drinking water. These are pregnant women, 
people with advanced kidney disease, poorly controlled high blood pressure, diagnosed heart 
failure and others who are on a low salt diet. 
 
The installation of the desalination plant is aimed, in part, at reducing the sodium levels in the 
water.  
 

 
Bourke Shire Council has a motion going to the Annual Conference dealing with the development of 
a long –term strategy regarding the management of the flows in the Barwon Darling System. 
 
A similar motion has also been submitted by Brewarrina following a meeting of all Councils along 
the Barwon Darling River System. 
 
Council also coordinated a further meeting of the Councils along the Barwon Darling to further 
discuss the proposed strategy and it was to be held in Sydney on Wednesday, 16th October which 
will be the last day of the Local Government New South Wales Annual Conference. 
 

 
There have been some positive outcomes from the security course which was recently conducted in 
Bourke. 
 
Early advice would indicate that a number of the participants have been successful in obtaining 
their accreditation. 
 
The course was coordinated by Mick McDowell the Senior Project Officer for the Bourke Aboriginal 
Prosperity Strategy (BEAPS) and Tom Brain from Training Services New South Wales. The course 
was delivered locally by Aces Group from Sydney and is one of the very few courses held outside 
that metropolitan area. 
 
The lack of qualified security personnel was highlighted in a meeting of the Bourke Employment 
Training Coordination group and action was taken to address the problem. 
 
Participants came from Bourke, Walgett and Brewarrina. A number of the participants will be able 
to now obtain employment as either part time or full time security staff. 
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Chris Wright the newly appointed Employment Manager from REDI is very keen to engage his 
participants in a clean-up of the Darling River from the weir to the Fishing Reserve and has asked 
Council for its assistance in this project. 
 
Council is extremely pleased to be able to provide assistance with the carting of the rubbish as well 
as disposal in the waste Management facility. 
 
Details are still being finalised but if anyone in the community would like to assist in the project for 
a few hours they should contact Mick McDowell the Senior Project Officer for BAEPS at Council. 
  

 
The Board of the Local Government New South Wales have put a motion to the conference regarding 
the need for an increased focus to be put on an increase in water storages across the state and the 
development of a long term plan in this regard. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has two (2) motions in relation to water and these motions will have been 
listed as covered by the Boards motion if that motion is covered. Council’s motions are as follows:- 
 
From Bourke – Increasing Storage to service the Barwon Darling River System 
 
That the State Government be encouraged to take a bipartisan approach to identifying options to 
increasing the level of storage along the Barwon Darling System or able to provide water for the 
Barwon Darling system to prevent a replication of the significant periods of no flow along the river 
system 
Note from Council 
The issues in the Barwon Darling recently are well documented. 
The lack of flow in the system has put significant stress on all those who rely on the system for their 
water supply including agriculture, riparian users and town water supplies. 
Whilst it is easy to politicize the blame in relation to the issue, the fact is that successive 
Governments have done little to remedy the situation. 
 
The social economic and environmental advantages to be achieved by the increasing the storage is 
obvious and urgent action must be taken. 
 
From Bourke - Looking at Long Term Solutions to Water Supply 
 
That the State Government adopt a bipartisan approach looking at opportunities for the ensuring 
the long term supply of Water in Western New South Wales. These opportunities should not 
exclude ambitious projects of the scale of the Snowy Mountain Scheme which has reaped 
considerable benefit for the State 
Note from Council 
Ideas such as the diversion of water from the eastern seaboard have been discussed as deemed 
impractical. With improvements in technology and construction techniques it is not unreasonable to 
look at revisit these options for water security. 
 
The recent drought coupled with predictions of increasingly dry weather with the phenomena of 
global warming make this a very important issue. 
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The increase in productivity in the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area based on the provision of a secure 
water supply is evidence of the economic benefit of such schemes. 
 
The lands are fertile and productive in the west of the state and there is a need for the addition of 
water. The availability of water would lead to increased productivity in these areas; generate 
employment, leading to population growth and sustainable communities. 
 

 
In addition to the motions on water, Council has submitted a number of other motions including 
one on the commitment of some funding from the State Government for longer periods to allow 
Councils the opportunity to plan for the future. 
 
From Bourke - Budgetary Commitment from State Government 
That the State Government be asked to provide a commitment of longer term funding to Councils 
to allow them the prepare their four (4) Delivery Programs with an increased degree of  surety and 
importantly make  provision  for and  undertake  appropriate purchases of plant and equipment and 
also  ensure the availability of adequate staff resources. 
Note from Council 
The current provision of providing funding by the Roads and Maritime Services for example does not 
allow Councils to undertake the prudent financial management expected of them. 
 
Like commercial enterprises Councils can ill afford to make significant investment in plant and other 
resources or have the ability to attract qualified and experienced staff when that only have a 12 
month commitment of funding. 
 

 
A reminder that all Swimming Pools in NSW must be registered, Swimming Pools are to be 
registered at www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au. Bourke Shire Council can assist and complete 
the registration process for a fee of $10. The process is relative simple where you will be required 
to enter your name, address, contact details, the type of pool, and the approximate age of the pool. 
You will need to complete a self-assessment checklist about your pool, the self-assessment entails 
the use of a simple checklist to self-assess if your pool meets the appropriate Australian Standards. 
Council’s authorised officers may fine pool owners if their pool is not registered on the NSW 
Swimming Pool Register. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 
”One of the only times you should ever look back is to see how far you’ve come.” 
 

 
 
  

http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/
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24th October 2019 
 
Bourke Shire Council was announced as the recipient of the 2019 Bluett Award for Rural Councils at 
the Gala Dinner held as part of the 2019 Annual Conference of the Local Government New South 
Wales. 
 
The A R Bluett Memorial Award has been awarded annually since 1945. The Award is contested 
each year by Councils in NSW who would like to be recognised as being the most progressive in the 
state. 
 
It is acknowledged that the Bluett Award is "The greatest accolade a Council can achieve" and "The 
pinnacle of local government achievement". 
 
To receive the award was indeed an honour and a reflection of the hard work that has been 
undertaken by Council over the past few years and the support that Council has received from all 
sections of the community. 
 
Council was one of three (3) finalists in the rural division along with Belligen and Narromine 
Councils. 
 
The finalist in the Metropolitan / Regional section were Coffs Harbour and Shellharbour Councils 
with the winner being Shellharbour Council. 
 
Mayor Barry Hollman and I were on hand to collect the certificate from the Trustees and President 
of Local Government New South Wales, Linda Scott. 
 
This was is the second time that Bourke has won the Award with the previous time being in 1970 
when the award went to the, then, Darling Shire which at that time was led by Shire President, R. J. 
(John) Ridge and the Shire Clerk, Bob Reynolds. 
 

 
Members of the AR Bluett Trust, Chairman, Les McMahon and fellow Trustees Allan Ezzy, APM AM 
and Mike Montgomery, AM will be coming to Bourke in February 2020 to make the Official award 
to Bourke Shire Council including the presentation of a plaque which will be erected as a permanent 
record of Council’s achievements. 
 
A function will be held as part of the presentation with all staff to be invited with the award 
recognising the achievements from the entire organisation. 
 

 
At the Annual Conference the elections were held for the Board positions for the next two (2) years 
and this resulted in the current President Councillor Linda Scott of Sydney City Council being re-
elected.  
 
Linda has done on an outstanding job over the past two (2) years and the way she conducted the 
business section of the conference was excellent with over 120 motions being dealt with in less 
than a day but still allowing motions to be debated. 
 
Linda has made herself both very visible and accessible to all Councils across the state  
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Joining her on the Board for the next two (2) years be Treasurer Cr Jerome Laxale (City of Ryde); 
Vice-President Metro/Urban Cr Angelo Tsirekas (City of Canada Bay); Vice-President Rural/Regional 
Council Cr Stephen Lawrence (Dubbo Regional Council). 
 
Metropolitan Directors: Councillors Karen McKeown (Penrith City Council), George Greiss 
(Campbelltown City Council), Khal Asfour (City of Canterbury Bankstown), Julie Griffiths (Blacktown 
City Council), Lesley Furneaux-Cook (Burwood Council), Dai Le (Fairfield City Council), and Mazhar 
Hadid (Liverpool City Council). 
 
Rural/Regional Directors: Councillors Darriea Turley (Broken Hill City Council), Phyllis Miller (Forbes 
Shire Council), Ben Shields (Dubbo Regional Council), Marianne Saliba (Shellharbour City Council), 
Dominic King (Bellingen Shire Council), Ruth Fagan (Cowra Council), and Keith Rhoades (Coffs 
Harbour City Council). 
 

 

It is that time of year again when mosquitos start to come out. Below are a few friendly tips to 
reduce mosquito risk around the home. 
  
Stop adult mosquitoes entering the home by using fly screens on windows and doors, and screening 
chimneys, vents and other entrances. Repair any damaged screens. 

 Consider also using a surface insecticide spray in areas where mosquitoes like to rest. During 

the day, mosquitoes rest and hide in cool shady areas such as in and around the home 

before emerging at dusk to feed. Make sure you avoid aquaria and fish ponds as fish are 

acutely sensitive to these insecticides. 

 
Mosquitoes need water to breed and some mosquitoes can breed in very small amounts of water, 
such as in the water that collects in a discarded soft-drink can. Measures to reduce the risk of 
mosquitoes breeding in around the home include:- 

 Cleaning up your backyard and removing all water-holding rubbish, including tires and 

containers 

 Keeping your lawns mowed 

 Flushing and wiping out bird baths and water features once a week  

 Filling pot plant bases with sand to avoid standing water 

 Storing anything that can hold water undercover or in a dry place, and keeping bins covered 

 Flushing out the leaves of water-holding plants such as bromeliads once a week 

 Keeping drains and roof guttering clear to avoid standing water 

 Covering or securely screening the openings of septic tanks and rainwater tanks 

Properly cleaned and chlorinated swimming pools are rarely a source of mosquito breeding but 
neglected pools can be a haven for mosquitoes. 
 

 
As of Sunday, 13th October 2019, the Darling River will have stopped flowing over the weir at 
Bourke for 428 days.  
 
The river height was at Bourke was 2.46 metres over the weekend and the level of the water has 
dropping at the rate of around one (1) centimetre per day.  
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This rate of loss will increase as the weather heats up and the level of evaporation increases. 
 

 
A reminder that level four (4) restrictions are in place with no fixed sprinklers allowed and hand 
held hoses are allowed for one (1) hour per day. 
 
A full listing of the restrictions is detailed on the Bourke Shire Website, www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
With the Darling River dropping at the rate of 1 centimetre per day it is likely that level four (4) 
water restrictions will remain in place for around six (6) weeks until a move to level five (5) would 
need to be considered. 
 
Whilst Council has the ability to fine residents for non-compliance with restrictions and restrict 
supply these are only instituted as a last resort and it is hoped that all residents recognise the 
importance of compliance with restrictions and not only their legal responsibility to do so but their 
moral obligation.  
 

 
The Annual Graffiti Day will be held across New South Wales on Sunday, 27th October 2019. 
However, Bourke Shire Council will be undertaking its graffiti removal on this Friday, 25th October 
2019, we will be meeting at the Percy Hobson Park at 10.00am to try and increase the level 
participation which has unfortunately been very low the past few years. 
 
Graffiti Removal Day is a State Government Initiative to inspire people to volunteer to remove and 
prevent graffiti in their neighbourhoods. Materials required for removal of the graffiti on the day 
are supplied free of charge, due to the generous sponsorship of Industry and the State 
Government. 
 
Mick McDowell will be coordinating a Graffiti removal day so if you are able to assist please contact 
him on 68308000. 
 

 
The library has a great range of eBooks and eAudio available through Bolinda BorrowBox. Watch 
out for our upcoming campaign titles, which will be available for unlimited simultaneous loans for 
the period of the campaign. Authors for the campaign include Michael Connelly, James Patterson 
and Rosalie Ham. These will be commencing in the coming weeks. If you would like to access this 
free service, you just need to be a member of the library. Drop in and sign up, it only takes a few 
minutes. If you are already a member, download the BorrowBox app and log in with your library 
membership number and date of birth to start accessing free loans straight away. 
 
Coming up on Saturday, 2nd November we will be holding a Murder Mystery Party. This one will 
have a Hawaiian theme.  
 

 
Maintenance grading is continuing on the Dowling Track Main Road 404, graders are working 
towards town from Green Creek this week. Once finished they will move to the Wanaaring Road to 
grade the remainder of the unsealed sections. 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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On completion of grading the Wanaaring Road, the maintenance team will move to Avondale Road. 
 
Once finished they will move to the Wanaaring road to grade the remainder of the unsealed 
sections. 
 
Wanaaring road formation is going well at Goonery, the target for seal is 12kms to be completed 
before Christmas. 
 
Council has submitted an application for funding on the next stage of the project and hopefully this 
application will be met with approval but we will have to wait and see. 
 

  
The next meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on Monday, 28th October 2019 and will 
commence at 9.15am 
 
Persons who wish to address Council on any matters on the agenda can do so at a public forum 
convened each meeting day commencing at 9.00am. 
 
Persons wishing to speak are encouraged to contact the Executive Assistant to the Mayor and 
General Manager, Kai Howard-Oakman 0268308000. 
 

 
Quote of the week! 

 
 ”People who shine from within, don’t need a spotlight.” 

Financial Implications 

Nil 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 28th October 2019. 

Resolution  2019/392  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That Council note the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to 

Council on Monday, 28th October 2019. 

Carried 
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20.5 CORPORATE SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT - LIBRARY SERVICES 

File Number: L4.1 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Activities carried out at Bourke Public Library since the last Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 
Monday, 23rd September 2019. 
 
Current Situation 
The following items for the 2018/2019 period are presented for your information 

Item September 2018 Item September 2019 

Audio Visual 163 Audio Visual 84 

Adult Fiction 321 Adult Fiction 196 

Non-Fiction 85 Non-Fiction 53 

Junior Fiction 188 Junior Fiction 200 

Magazines 45 Magazines 70 

eBook/Audio 70 eBooks/eAudio 144 

Interlibrary Loans 2 Interlibrary Loans 2 

Total 874 Total 749 

Other statistical information 

 September 2018  September 2019 

New Members 4 New Members 10 

Internet/Word Processing 61 Internet/Word Processing 59 

Wireless Tickets 12 Wireless Tickets 20 

Number of Visitors 1578 Number of Visitors 1496 

Scans 37 Scans 28 

Information Requests 73 Information Requests 88 

Technical Assistance 30 Technical Assistance 86 

Faxes 5 Faxes/Laminating 6 

 
 Craft and story time this month had the theme of Pirates in celebration of Talk like a Pirate Day, 

and we had six (6) children attend. 
 Olga Collis-McAnespie visited the library this month to talk about her books and all attending very 

much enjoyed hearing her stories. 
 Three Be Connected sessions were held this month. 
 Seven tax returns were completed this month as part of the Tax Help program. 
 Preschool and EYTC visited the library this month for the Australian Reading Hour. The group 

listened to stories and very much enjoyed the puppets. 
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Recommendation 
1. That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 

Council on Monday, 28th October 2019.  

Resolution  2019/393  
Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

1. That Council note the information in the Corporate Services Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 28th October 2019. 

 Carried 
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20.6 TOURISM & EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: T4.1 

Author: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism & Events 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Tourism & Events activities carried out since the last Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 
23rd September 2019. 
 
The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council with an 
updated status report for the month of September, relating to its tourism teams activities through 
visual data including graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of the team progress and 
performance. 
 
It comprises of an overview of the operations, major activities and achievements of Councils 
tourism section and will provide a platform to allow for the detailed monitoring of critical data for 
future analysis. 
Current Situation 
Back O Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre: 

 3601 visitors for the month of September  

 606 visitors purchased tickets for the Exhibition Centre. 

 30 visitors undertook the guided tour through the centre. 

 108 visitors purchase permits/tickets for other attractions through the centre. 

 
Back O Bourke Exhibition Figures: 

 

 
2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

January  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 

February  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 862 

March  810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1274 1021 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 4052 3166 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 4770 3693 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 5634 4490 

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834 

August 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 5548 4052 

September 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 4676 3601 

October 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 2360  

November 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 645  

December 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 353  

          

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 30374  
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Coach/ Group Bookings & Itineraries  

 13th September- 30 pax 

 21st  September-20 pax 

 23rd September-24 pax 

 
For the month of September, the staff at the centre arranged and hosted three (3) Coach Groups 
to Bourke from Port Stephens (NSW), Gloucester (QLD) and Brisbane (QLD).   
 
All bookings have included the creation and coordination of itineraries by Visitor Information 
Centre Staff. 
 
Function Centre Bookings 
Over the past month there has been six event bookings for the function centre with 250 delegates 
in attendance. 
 
Visitor Statistics 
Numbers will continue to decline as we enter into the off season of the year, on comparison to 
this time last year visitation was down 23%. The decline is consistent with other regions in drought 
affected areas. 
 
Amongst some of the biggest destinations to the north, south and east of Bourke, also mimic a 
decline on last year, with visitation down between 15% - 25%. Apart from the drought other 
contributing factors to the decline in the September period is the significant increase of visitors 
(families) to the Big Red Bash and Boulia Camel races in the July school holidays. Uluru has also 
welcomed an extra 10’000 visitors a month in the past six months leading up to the climb’s closure 
(26th October), as visitors make the ascent while they still can.  
 
For September and again consistent with last month, the majority of visitors are travelling 
from Victoria heading north into NSW (35%) and into QLD (24%). Of this market 38% are in 
there 60’s and (25%) are in there 70’s. Whilst visiting Bourke for 1-2 days (57%) or 3-4 days 
(26%). 70% of these visitors are staying in Caravan Parks. 30% visitors to the region had only 
planned there trip 4-7 months with 24% having planned 1-3 months ago.  
 
71% visitors have attended a Caravan & Camping Show to obtain information, with 29% 
attending the Melbourne Show and 24% the Brisbane and Sydney Show. 
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Financial Implications 

Nil 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 2019.   

Resolution  2019/394  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as 

presented to Council on Monday, 28th October 2019.   

Carried 
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21 CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL – CONFIDENTIAL REPORTS   

Pursuant to section 10A (2) (a), section 10A (2) (d) (c), the public were invited to make 
representations to the Council Meeting before the meeting was closed, as to whether the meeting 
should be closed to consider the identified reports. 
 

Resolution  2019/395  
Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 
That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 
 

21.1 Purchase of Second-hand Landfill Compactor 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - c of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes 
to conduct) business. 
 

21.2 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 01446-00009000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
 

21.3 Finance - Rates Write Offs Assessment number 01486-00000000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
 

21.4 Finance - Rates Write-off Assessment Number 01447-10000000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
 

21.5 Finance - Rates Write-off Assessment number 00758-00000000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
 

21.6 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 00658-00000000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
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21.7 Finance - Rates write-off Assessment number 01446-00006000-000 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors).  
 

21.8 Legal Action for Debt Recovery 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - a of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors). 
 

21.9 Contract for the Supply of Mass Market Electricity 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - c of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a 
confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 
 
21.10 Strategic Land Purchase to Meet Future Operational Needs 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - c of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a 
confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied it. 

Carried 

 

Resolution  2019/396  
Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late 

reports tabled at the meeting.  
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public 

be excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above  

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from 
access to the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 
1993. 

Carried 

 
 
Resolution  2019/397  
Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 
That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council.  

Carried 
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RESOLUTIONS FROM THE CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

21.1 PURCHASE OF SECONDHAND LANDFILL COMPACTOR 

Resolution  2019/398  
That  
1. Council accept the quotation submitted by GCM Enviro for the Tana E320 2014 landfill 

compactor with three month hire agreement of $165.00/hour with option to purchase at 
$246,909.10. All charges including all hire and transport will either be deducted from the final 
purchase price or refunded to the customer when the purchase is confirmed and machine is 
due for full settlement.  

2. Council Staff determine the best option by which to dispose of the old Komatsu Landfill 
compactor being Plant No 299. 

Carried 

 
21.2 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 01446-00009000-000 

Resolution  2019/399  
That Council write off rates to the value of $727.00 for Assessment Number 01446-00009000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates 

Carried 

 
 
21.3 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 01486-0000000-000 

Resolution  2019/400  
That Council write off rates to the value of $727.00 for Assessment Number 01486-00000000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates. 

Carried 

 
 
21.4 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 01447-10000000-000 

Resolution  2019/401  
That Council write off rates to the value of $727.00 for Assessment Number 01447-10000000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates. 

Carried 

 
 
21.5 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 00758-00000000-000 

Resolution  2019/402  
That Council write off rates to the value of $552.24 for Assessment Number 00758-00000000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates. 
 

Carried 

 
 
21.6 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 00658-00000000-000 

Resolution  2019/403  
That Council write off rates to the value of $373.60 for Assessment Number 00658-00000000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates. 

Carried 
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21.7 FINANCE - RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT NUMBER 01446-00006000-000 

Resolution  2019/404  
That Council write off rates to the value of $727.00 for Assessment Number 01446-00006000-
000 as Teacher Housing for Wilcannia Forbes Diocese is exempt from paying rates. 

Carried 

 
 
21.8 LEGAL ACTION FOR DEBT RECOVERY 

Resolution  2019/405  
1. That Council note the action being taken to recover amounts outstanding.  

Carried 

 
 
21.9 CONTRACT FOR THE SUPPLY OF MASS MARKET ELECTRICITY 

Resolution  2019/406  
1. That Council notes the awarding of the contract to supply electricity for mass market sites for 

Bourke Shire Council for the three (3) year period commencing 1st January 2020 to ERM 
Power. 

Carried 

 
 
21.10 STRATEGIC LAND PURCHASE TO MEET FUTURE OPERATIONAL NEEDS 

Resolution  2019/407  
1. That Council look to finalise strategic land purchase that has been identified as meeting the 

future needs of Council. 
Carried 
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The Meeting closed at 1.16pm. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on  . 

 

................................................... 
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