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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING  

HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW 
ON MONDAY, 22 JUNE 2020 AT 9:15AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Barry Hollman (Mayor), Cr John Thompson, Cr Robert Stutsel, Cr Victor Bartley, 
Cr Lachlan Ford (Deputy Mayor), Cr Ian Cole, Cr Cec Dorrington, Cr Sarah Barton, Cr 
Sally Davis 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Ross Earl (General Manager), Leonie Brown (Manager Corporate Services), Kai 
Howard-Oakman (Executive Assistant) 

VIA VIDEOLINK: Dwayne Willoughby (Manager Environmental Services), Peter Brown (Manager 
Works), Mark Riley (Acting Manager Infrastructure & Projects), David Perry, 
(Manager Community Engagement) 

*Note: the meeting was livestreamed and Councillors and staff have the option to join the meeting via 
audio-visual link. 

1 OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer. 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor then provided an Acknowledgement of Country 

3 REMEMBRANCE 

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following:- 

 Ivy Hughes and Elizabeth Margaret Kavanagh 

4 APOLOGIES  

Resolution  2020/194  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That the apology received from Councillor Rice be accepted and leave of absence granted. 

Carried 

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Cr Sarah Barton declared an interest in this Item – Report 14.2 – *** Grants For Showgrounds - COVID-19 
Stimulus Package 

Cr Sarah Barton declared an interest in this Item – Report 23.5 – Recruitement of General Manager.
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6 MAYORAL MINUTE 

6.1 *** MAYORAL MINUTE - ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: M1.1 

Author: Barry Hollman, Mayor 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Date Meeting Location 

25/05/2020 Council Meeting  BOBEC Conference Centre 

08/06/2020 Call to Mayor Tractor Ferguson of Bulloo Shire 
Council – 2020 Queens Honour List 

Council  

09/06/2020 Radio interview 2WEB 

17/06/2020 Teleconference - James McKechnie of  
Charles Sturt University 

Teleconference 

 

Recommendation 
That Council notes the information in the Mayoral Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22 June 2020. 

 

Resolution  2020/195  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council notes the information in the Mayoral Activity Report as presented to Council on 

Monday, 22 June 2020. 

2. That a letter be sent to Mayor John (Tractor) Ferguson of Bulloo Shire Council congratulating 

him on his award in the recent Queens Birthday Honours List. 

Carried 
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7 STARRING OF ITEMS 

A number of Items have been starred for discussion. The Mayor invited requests for the starring of 
additional items and the following items were listed for discussion. 

ITEM NO REPORT NAME 
RESPONSIBLE 

OFFICER 

14.3  Potential Water Restrictions GM 

 

Resolution  2020/196  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That recommedations as detailed in the un-starred items in the Agenda for the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council held on Monday, 22 June 2020 be adopted. 

Carried 

 

8 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolution  2020/197  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25 May 2020 be confirmed as 
a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

Carried 

  

9 NOTICE OF MOTION 

Nil  

10 RESCISSION MOTION 

Nil  
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11 BUSINESS ARISING 

11.1 ***BUSINESS ARISING 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 

Business outstanding from previous meetings of Council 

Current Situation 

KEY:   Action still pending     Action 
 

GM  General Manager  MIP Manager Infrastructure & Projects  

MCS Manager Corporate Services  MES Manager Environmental Services  

MCE Manager Community Engagement MW Manager Works  

  
Current Situation 

206/2013  Review of Organisational Structure  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl - General Manager  

File Number  S6.41  

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN  

That the position descriptions of all employees be updated to reflect current duties 
performed and requirements of the organisation.  

In progress  

  

182/2018  Disposal of Assets to Whiddon Group  

Responsible Officer  Leonie Brown - Manager of Corporate Services  

File Number  A11.1  

DECISION        ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council transfer the land made up of Lot 1 DP 1145233, Lot 2 Section 11 DP 
758144, Lot 3 Section 11 DP 758144, Lot 2 DP 227656 to The Frank Whiddon 
Masonic Homes Group for $1.00 with the following conditions:-  

2. Registration of a restriction on use/positive covenant which imposes a requirement 
that the land is used only for the provision of aged care facilities/services;  

3. Execution of a deed between Council and The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 
Group that imposes an obligation on The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes Group to 
retransfer the land to Council in the event that The Frank Whiddon Masonic Homes 
Group proposes to sell the land to a third party (except with prior approval of 
Council); and   

4. Registration of a caveat over the land to protect Council’s interests referred to in 
the Deed referred to in 2. Above.  

Ongoing 
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199/2018  Request for the Extension of the Louth Airstrip  

Responsible Officer  Peter Brown - Manager of Works  

File Number  V1.5  

DECISION      ACTION TAKEN  

That Council explore options for funding for the extension of the Louth Airstrip and 
start negotiations with the current landowner to purchase a parcel of land that would 
allow for the proposed extension of the Louth Airstrip. Council continue to monitor the 
Louth Airstrip and maintain the status quo.    

Land not available  

  

321/2018  Renaming Senior Citizens Building to Bourke Community Centre  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl - General Manager & Dwayne Willoughby - Manager Environment Services  

File Number  A11.2.24  

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be developed which 
details the allowable uses of the building and the fee required to be paid for the use 
and any bond that need to be lodged.  

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on completion for their 
endorsement  

Ongoing  

 

362/2018  Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 - update  

Responsible Officer  Dwayne Willoughby - Manager Environmental Services  

File Number  E6.1-E6.4-L8.1  

DECISION          ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for 
industrial development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.   

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council  

Continue to lobby  
Government  

 

394/2018  Western Local Health District (WLHD)  

Responsible Officer  Mayor Hollman & Ross Earl - General Manager  

File Number  H1.1  

DECISION        ACTION TAKEN  

That Council contact the WLHD further requesting the information that was not 
received in its previous letters:-  
1. Effects on mothers of giving birth away from Country  
2. Results of any patient satisfaction survey  
3. Location of Plant & Equipment previously used in Birthing Unit at Bourke District 

Hospital  
4. Details of the model of care in place at present  

To be followed up  
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 427/2018  Proposed Change of Management of the PCYC  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl - General Manager & Dwayne Willoughby – Manager Environmental Services 

File No  L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3  

DECISION        ACTION TAKEN  

That the General Manager prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, including 
the seeking of legal advice if necessary  

In progress  

  

156/2019   Confidential –  Construction of Sewerage Treatment Plant Facilities  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl - General Manager & Peter Brown - Manager of Works  

File No  S3.2.3  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for the additional costs 
anticipated to be incurred in the construction of the new Additional Sewage Treatment 
Facilities in Bourke  

Ongoing   

  

251/2019   Bourke Rams Clubhouse  

Responsible Officer  Dwayne Willoughby - Manager Environmental Services 

File No  P1.5-S4.6  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That Council give in principle support to the proposal and a report be brought back to 
Council providing further details in relation to exact location, size of building and 
inclusions.  

 Ongoing 

 

  274/2019 Drought – Water Update  

Responsible Officer  Ross Earl – General Manager    

File No  W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1  

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

That the General Manager write to the State Government seeking their urgent 
consideration of the construction of a regulator or additional weir including a fish 
ladder upstream of Bourke at a location identified as BU8  

Letter sent & meeting 
held 
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2019/362 Notice of Motion - Bourke Water Security Options 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No W2.2.9 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

1.  Council engage an appropriately qualified consultant to cost and complete a 
scoping/design study for a shovel ready plan to secure the water supply from the 
Darling River for the towns and villages situated on the river for the Bourke Shire 
Council area. 

2. All water supply options from previous reports and added new ideas to be discussed 
within Council, with agreed options forwarded to the consultants for further 
analysis. 

3. That the study be completed in a timely matter to allow council to lobby Federal 
and State Governments for Funding Assistance for water security options for Bourke 
Shire Council’s future water needs. 

4. Bourke Shire Council allocate $250,000 towards the scoping/design study, to be met 
from the Water Fund Reserve and that the State Government also be asked to make 
a contribution. 

Awaiting information 
from NSW Water on 
Western Weirs 
Strategy 

 

2019/439 North Bourke Bridge Rehabilitation Concept Plan 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No B6.1 

DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council continue to apply for funding to undertake the project  Ongoing 

 

2020/57 Road Classification Review 

Responsible Officer Mark Riley, Manager Infrastructure Projects 

File No R7.4.3 

DECISION   

Following the receipt of the Independent Panels Background Paper on the Regional 
Road Transfer and NSW Road Classification Review and submissions invited in respect 
of priority road transfers, a further report be submitted to Council for its consideration.  

Awaiting further advice 
from Transport for 
NSW 

 

2020/111 Dual Naming of the Darling River – Darling River Baaka 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No R6.5 

DECISION   

1. That Council forward a copy of the motion regarding the dual naming of the Darling 
River to the Minister for his consideration during the determination process. 

2. That Council seek further clarification on which section of the Darling River will be 
dual named Baaka and will the name be Darling Baaka River / Baaka Darling River or 
Darling River Baaka. 

Ongoing 
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2020/126 5.2 *** Mayoral Minute - COVID 19 – Financial Support 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager & Mayor, Councillor Barry Hollman 

File No H1.18 

DECISION   

1.  That Council express its appreciation for the funding packages provided to date by 
the State and Federal Governments to Local Government in respect of the COVID-
19 Pandemic. 

2. That Council calls on the Federal and NSW Government’s to continue to urgently 
deliver comprehensive and multifaceted financial support and stimulus packages 
to local government to enable them to continue to operate effectively and provide 
essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

3. That Council calls for the packages to include the following measures:-  

 Increasing Financial Assistance Grants payments to 1% of Commonwealth taxation 
revenue to help Councils maintain essential functions and services, acknowledging 
the increased costs and mounting revenue losses arising from both the extended 
drought and now COVID-19 as well as giving Councils capacity to provide hardship 
assistance to businesses and residents. 

 Providing stimulus funding to Councils for projects that will help sustain Council 
operations and boost local economies. This could be achieved through increasing 
or bringing forward funding under existing funding programs or introducing new 
programs. 

 Increased access to TAFE, VET and other apprenticeship opportunities that 
Council staff can undertake to address skill shortages, especially for staff in non-
essential services who are unable to be redeployed.  

4. That Council commends the NSW and Federal Governments on their stewardship 
during this crisis and commits to working in partnership to protect community 
health and sustain local economies through this crisis. 

5. That Council write to the Federal Member for Parkes, the Hon Mark Coulton MP; 
the State Member for Barwon, Roy Butler MP: the Prime Minister, the Hon Scott 
Morrison MP; the NSW  Premier, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP, the Federal 
Treasurer, the Hon Josh Frydenburg, MP; the NSW Treasurer, the Hon Dominic 
Perrottet MP; the NSW Local Government Minister, the Hon Shelley Hancock MP; 
the Federal Minister for Local Government, the Hon Mark Coulton; the Federal 
Opposition Leader, the Hon Anthony Albanese; the NSW Opposition Leader, Jodi 
McKay MP; the Federal Shadow Minister for Local Government, Jason Clare MP; 
and the NSW Shadow Minister for Local Government, Greg Warren MP, to confirm 
their support for increased financial assistance and stimulus funding for local 
government to help Councils maintain essential services and employment during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.  

6. That Council endorse Local Government NSW’s sector-wide campaign to obtain 
financial assistance, employment support and stimulus funding for the local 
government sector.  

7. That Council advise LGNSW President Linda Scott of the passage of this Mayoral 
Minute. 

 

 
Advice sent to LGNSW 
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2020/166 ***Emergency Services Levy 2020-2021 

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No E4.1-R2.24 

DECISION   

Council support Local Government New South Wales in is ongoing representations to 
have the level of increase reviewed, with any increases, including that proposed for 
2020-2021 being aligned to the allowable rate increase as determined by IPART 

Contact made with 
LGNSW 

 

2020/191 *** Request for Review of Lease  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A1.1.4-A11.2.29 

DECISION   

Council’s Mayor, Deputy Mayor, General Manager and Manager of Corporate Service 
meet with the applicant with a view to structuring a repayment plan that is suitable to 
Bourke Shire Council and a further report be tabled to Council 

See report June 2020 
Meeting 

 

2020/192 ***Request for Rent Reduction Due to the COVID-19 Impact  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A1.1.4-A11.2.29 

DECISION   

Subject to Council receiving satisfactory evidence to quantify the loss of income during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic period that Council approve the application for a reduction in 
rental as submitted 

 

 

2020/193 *** Request for Rental Assistance  

Responsible Officer Ross Earl, General Manager 

File No A1.1.4-A11.2.29-H1.18 

DECISION   

Subject to Council receiving satisfactory evidence to quantify the loss of income that 
Council approve the application for a reduction in rental as submitted. 

 

 

Resolution  2020/198  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

That the information in the Business Arising as presented to Council on Monday, 22 June 2020 be 
noted. 

Carried 
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11.2 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

File Number: C12.6 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 

Information sent out monthly to advise when Council Meetings, Meetings which Councillors are Delegate to and 
other Meetings of which Council is a member of Representative of Council. 

Current Situation 

Month/ Year 
2020 

Meeting 
Date 

Time Event Location 

June 8th   Queen’s Birthday  

 22nd   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

July 27th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

August  24th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

September 28th   9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

October 5th   Labour Day  

 26th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

November 22nd -
24th  

 LGNSW Annual Conference Crown Plaza Hunter Valley 

 30th  9.15am Council Meeting  Council Chamber 

December 25th   Christmas Day  

 26th   Boxing Day  

 28th   Boxing Day Holiday  

 

Resolution  2020/199  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Calendar of Events as presented to Council on Monday, 
22 June 2020. 

Carried 
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11.3 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS  

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
Each month a list of correspondence is sent out in the Business Paper to the Councillors to ensure that they have 
not missed any information since the last Business Paper was produced. 
Current Situation 

Date Information Sent Author Web Address Link Email 

25/05/2020 
Lease to Bourke and District Children's 
Services 

   

26/05/2020 
New OLG Circular - rates related decisions 
that have been made are in the attached 
circular 

   

26/05/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 25 May 2020    

28/05/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 27 May 2020    

29/05/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 29 May 2020    

01/06/2020 
Media Release - Sam Farraway MLC -Local 
Showgrounds Get Stimulus Upgrades - 
Barwon Electorate 

   

01/06/2020 
BSC Media Release - Balonne Shire Council 
Angry Over Loss of Local Newspaper 

   

02/06/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 1 June 2020    

02/06/2020 
Congratulations to our finalists! 2020 Local 
Government Excellence Awards Finalists 

   

02/06/2020 Bourke Abattoir    

03/06/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 2 June 2020    

04/06/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 4 June 2020    

04/06/2020 Correspondence sent to OLG & LGNSW GM   

04/06/2020 
Invitation to participate in a webinar with 
the Premier of NSW  Thursday, 11 June – 
2.00pm – 3.00pm 

  

 

05/06/2020 
5th June - RDA Orana COVID-19 - (No longer 
daily) - Debrief 

RDA   

08/06/2020 
Variation to the Local Government (COVID-
19) Splinter (Interim) Award 2020 

Cr Linda Scott 
President LGNSW  

  

08/06/2020 LGNSW Member Message 
Cr Linda Scott 
President LGNSW 

  

09/06/2020 "From the GM's Desk" 200611    

11/09/2020 2.00pm-3.00pm - Invitation to participate in 
a webinar with the Premier of NSW - 
Thursday, 11 June 2020 

Tim Hurst 
Deputy Secretary, Local 
Government, Planning and 
Policy 

  
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1/06/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 10 June 2020 
 

 
 

11/06/2020 Council Meeting Minutes - Hard copy 
EA 

 
 

12/06/2020 
Letter from the NSW Treasurer, Minister for 
Planning & Public Spaces and Minister for 
Finance and Small Business 

Office of the Hon Dominic 
Perrottet MP 
NSW Treasurer  

  

14/06/2020 
Proposed Feedlot in Flood Zone - Water 
Contamination Possibility 

   

15/06/2020 
MEDIA RELEASE: Postponed elections allow 
councils to focus on critical issues facing 
their communities 

   

15/06/2020 
OLG's fortnightly e-newsletter - 12 June 
2020 

OLG   

15/06/2020 
Invitation to attend a virtual information 
session: Barwon-Darling environmental 
water - Webinar, 24 June, 1.00pm 

Peter Hansen 
DPI 
Water Relations 

  

16/06/2020 

Minister for Customer Service - Invitation to 
participate in OLG COVID-19 Local 
Government Update Webinar - Tuesday 23 
June - 11:00am -12:00pm 

Tim Hurst 
Deputy Secretary 
Local Government 
Planning & Policy OLG 

  

16/06/2020 
20-21 Further relaxation of restrictions on 
attendance at council and committee 
meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic 

Tim Hurst 
Deputy Secretary 
Local Government 
Planning & Policy OLG 

  

17/06/2020 
NSW Health Media Release - Wednesday, 
17 June 2020 - NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19) STATISTICS 

Jesusa Helaratne 
Coordinator and Media 
Manager |NSW 
Multicultural Health 
Communication Service 

 

 

17/06/2020 Men's Health Week 15-21 June 2020 
 

 
 

 

Resolution  2020/200  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the contents of the Information to Councillors Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 25 May 2020 

Carried 

 
 
   



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 22 June 2020 

 

Item 12.1 Page 16 

12 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

12.1 DROUGHT EMERGENCY WORKS 

File Number: W2.2.9 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The original Walkden’s Bore project had a budget of 3.1M and delivered 1 ML of water to Bourke through a 
16km pipeline and was completed in 2018. 
 
Bourke Shire Council also applied for additional Emergency Drought funding January 2019 (application 
$1,423,000) and April 2019 (application $901,593) requesting a further amount of $2,324,593 from the State 
Government to complete emergency works to provide Bourke and North Bourke with a further 1.5 ML of bore 
water to sustain Council’s water supply due to the ongoing drought conditions in the area and the depleted 
condition of the town’s water supply from the Darling River at the time. The State Government provided 90% 
of the funding requested totaling $2,092,135 with the Council contributing the addition 10% totaling 
$232,458 in April 2019. 
 
A further review of the water security for the both Bourke and North Bourke was accessed in September 2019 
that determined the forecast for rain and the potential for a flow in the Darling River were both poor, Bourke 
expected to be in a dire situation by November 2019. Additional funds were applied for at this time to secure 
the required 2.5 M/l requirement to complete stage two of the project. The State Government provided and 
additional $2,000,000 of funding to complete the final phase of the project. 
 
Current Situation 
Council has completed the following works from the funding received to sustain the town water supply well 
into the future. 
 

 Design and project Management costs   

The Public Works Advisory (PWA) were engaged to provide expert engineering expertise to complete the 
works. These cost of this works will be paid from the funding. 
 

 Construction of a second bore – Stoney Rise  

Construction of the bore at Stoney Rise was necessary to help secure the town’s water supply as Walkden’s 
Bore could only supply 1ML a day, the town of Bourke would need at 2.5 ML of emergency water if the Darling 
River ran dry. The bore is approximately 550m deep and has a standing water flow of 2 l /s. A pump has been 
installed to ensure a rate of 1ML per day can be sourced from this bore back to Walkden’s Bore transfer 
station. 
 

 Construction of a third bore - Belvedere 

Council has completed a third bore to help meet the need of the Bourke community, it was constructed at 
Belvedere Station on the road reserve and is approximately 550m deep with a standing flow rate of 
approximately 2 l/s. A pump, generator and bore head works have been completed along with a transfer 
150mm pipeline back to Walkden’s Bore. This transfer station is now fully functional and can provide a 
maximum 10 l/s of bore water supply.    
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 Pipeline construction from the Stoney Rise and Belvedere Bores to Walkden’s bore 

A new 150mm pipeline was needed to transfer approximately 18l/s from Belvedere and Stoney Rise Bores to 
Walkden’s Bore transfer station that could then supply Bourke with a minimum 2.5ML a day for internal water 
use for all residents and industries if the Darling River went dry. This work has now been completed. 
 

 Construction of an additional pipeline from Walkden’s Bore to Bourke Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 

The original 150mm pipeline from Walkden’s Bore to Bourke has the ability to supply 1.2 ML a day, 
construction was completed on an additional 200mm pipeline from Walkden’s Bore to the WTP. This work 
would allowed Council to potentially pump up to 4ML of water a day and secure the town’s water supply.  
 

 Pump and switchboard for the new bore  

All pumps and switchboards have been installed at the two new bore sites they have the capacity to supply 10 
l/s each back to the transfer station which is located at Walkden’s Bore  
 

 Purchase of Two (2) Generators 

The two generators and switchboards were placed at Stoney Rise and Belvedere Bore in late 2019 due to the 
power lines not being available, these generators are fully functional and can run the pump’s, they are turned 
on using the telemetry system that is installed at the WTP. A permeant power supply will be installed once 
works on the design is completed. 
 

 Upgrade of pumps at Walkden’s bore 

Increased capacity in the motor size was required Walkden’s Bore transfer station to allow the water from the 
two new bores combined with Walkden’s Bore to be transferred into the Bourke WTP by using the newly 
constructed 200mm pipeline and the existing 150mm pipeline.  
 
An additional cooling tower was installed to allow water from Belvedere and Stoney Rise Bores to be treated 
onsite at Walkden’s Bore before being transferred to Bourke. Headwork’s at the pump shed was undertaken 
to the existing pipework to allow for the additional water from the two new bore to be easily transferred to 
Bourke WTP.   
 

 Additional bore license  

Council sourced a water trader to purchase available water from the Great Artesian Basin (GAB) for an interim 
period, Council license only allows for 100ML of water to be taken annually, this would have only been 
sufficient for 50 days usage, Council secured a further 100 days by using the water trader to secure a 12 
month hold over the purchased licence required during the drought period (finishes June 2020).   
 
Other Drought Works 
 
Dredging works at Bourke  
Council undertook dredging operations in four (4) locations along the Darling River near Bourke to allow the 
town water supply to continue to be extracted. This work involved moving water from pools upstream into 
the pool where the town water supply is pumped from. All permits were sought and approvals given for this 
work to take place.  
 

 Dredging works at Louth 

Louth is a small village that relies on the Darling River for its water supply. A sandbar that restricted the flow of 
water back into the pool in which Council’s pumps are located was removed allowing the depleted supply to 
be replenished. All required permits were sought and obtained.  
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 Repairs to the foot valve at Bourke WTP   

Council’s river intake has been replaced and a new foot valve installed. This allowed Council to continue using 
the Darling River water by extending the intake to a lower water level allowing further extractions during low 
flow periods for Bourke.   
 
Works yet to be completed 
 

 Power supply to the new bore 

This has not been designed and constructed. It is expected that the remaining funding available from the State 
Governments Drought Security Fund will allow for this installation. 
 

 Operations and Procedures 

PWA are currently developing the Plans and Procedures for the operations of the emergency water supply. 
 

 Tidy up of Bore sites 

Additional works is required to both Bore sites to secure and tidy up the facilities 
 
Financial Implications 
Funding for the project has been provided by the State Government who have contributed 90% of the costs 
with Council required to pay the remaining 10% for Stage one (1) and the State Government contributing 
100% of the cost for Stage two (2). 

 

Resolution  2020/201  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the updated report on the emergency works for securing Bourke and North 
Bourke’s water supply and dredging works.  

Carried 
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13 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

13.1 *** CREATION OF EASEMENT - 2 DARLING STREET NORTH BOURKE - DEVELOPMENT 
APPLICATION 2018/0002 

File Number: D2.1-DA 2018/0002 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

Background 
Council at its meeting held on 26 March 2018 resolved to grant conditional approval to Development 
Application DA 2018/0002 in respect of the proposed development of a hotel on land at North Bourke to 
replace a former hotel (pub) destroyed by fire in 2010. The applicant in the matter was Barnsons on behalf of 
Delano Pty Ltd.  
 
The proposal involves the development of a single storey Hotel with frontages to Darling and Culgoa Streets, 
North Bourke. The site is referred to as 2 Darling Street, North Bourke (Lot 1 DP914177).  
 
The plans for the proposed Hotel building provide for a verandah encroaching into the Darling and Culgoa 
Street road reserves, including the placement of support posts within the road reserve. As such, the report to 
Council at the time provided that Section 138 approval was also required from Council as the roads authority 
pursuant to the Roads Act 1993, together with the need for concurrence from Roads and Maritime Services 
(as Darling and Culgoa Streets form the Mitchell Highway, a classified road). The report advised that this 
matter would be addressed by relevant conditions of consent.  
 
Accordingly, Councils resolution in respect of the Application included, in part, the following conditions of 
consent:- 
 
13. PUBLIC LIABILITY  
Objective: To ensure protection of the general public.  
Performance: The applicant shall provide Council a copy of their Public Liability Insurance policy with the 
interest of Council noted as “joint insured” in respect to liability arising out of the use of the road reserve as 
the verandah of the development. The insurance cover shall be a minimum of $10 million.  
 
14. LICENCE TO USE THE ROAD  
Objective: To ensure protection of the general public. 
 
Performance: Prior to issue of the construction certificate, the applicant is to make application to Council for 
approval under section 138 of the Roads Act 1993 for the carrying out of works within the road reserve 
including the grant of an ongoing licence to occupy the land. Such licence is to be gained and maintained for 
the duration of the development. 
 
Current Situation 
As per Councils resolution in respect of the issue of “an ongoing licence to occupy the land”, it is advised that 
such a licence was ultimately prepared and provided to Delano Pty Ltd, by Council. 
Following ongoing negotiations which included requested revisions to the Licence Agreement, the developers 
legal representative sought Council’s agreement to the granting of an easement for encroachment over the 
relevant portion of the road in lieu of a licence agreement. 
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On the basis that Councils interests would still be protected, and that any such easement achieves the intent 
of Condition of Consent No 14 as included in the Development Consent, Council sought legal advice on the 
matter. 
 
Whilst such legal advice maintained that a Licence Agreement was the better approach for both parties, the 
advice also provided that it was possible for Council to proceed by way of an easement and in doing so, still 
protect their rights in the same manner as a licence agreement. 
 
In this regard, Councils legal advisors wrote as follows:-  
“We first just need to consider whether an easement can actually be granted, and whether it will be sufficient 
for the purposes of “consent” under section 138.  
 
Section 145(3) of the Roads Act provides that “all public roads within a local government area (other than 
freeways and Crown roads) are vested in fee simple in the appropriate roads authority.” Accordingly, Council 
is the owner in fee simple of all public roads within its Local Government Area (other than freeways and crown 
roads) and in doing so, Council is able to take any acts of an owner of land authorised under the Roads Act and 
‘any other Act or law.’ 
 
Council may therefore deal with that land as it would any other land vested in fee simple, including the power, 
as owner, to grant an easement. The LRS Guidelines specifically provide that “a Roads Authority under the 
Roads Act 1993 … may grant an easement (e.g. private right of way, right of carriageway and/or right of 
footway) over a public road or Crown public road respectively in a new deposited plan by Section 88B 
Conveyancing Act 1919 see ss.88B(1) and (2)(a) Conveyancing Act 1919. The validity of the easement will not 
be questioned provided the Roads Authority or Crown Lands, have signed the plan and Section 88B 
instrument accordingly.”  
 
There is therefore no issue in Council granting an easement over the road for an encroaching structure.” 
 
Given the advice and to assist in the progression of this development, the applicant’s solicitor was advised 
that it was proposed to recommend to Council that it accedes to the request for the creation of an easement.  
 
To give effect to such easement it will be necessary for a deposited plan to be registered by the applicant that 
clearly shows those parts of the road being burdened by the easement.  
 
Accordingly, in recommending that Council accedes to the request for the creation of an easement in lieu of a 
licence agreement, such proposal be on the basis of:- 
• The developer being responsible for the costs of preparation and registration of the required deposited 

plan and section 88B Instrument; 
• The terms of the easement being virtually identical to the previously prepared licence agreement, with 

some provisions changed for context. In this regard Council would provide such terms to the developer 
for inclusion in the easement documentation; and 

• Evidence being provided to the Private Certifier/Council of the lodgement of the easement 
documentation for registration, prior to occupation. 

 
The developer, via his legal advisor, subsequently advised that his client agrees, in principle, to the proposal as 
above, “subject, of course, to the terms of the easement not incorporating any provisions, to which our client 
objected, in the draft Licence Agreement.” 
 
The intention to address this matter via an easement is considered to meet the requirements of condition 14, 
on the basis that a licence can be defined, by its ordinary definition as:- 

a permit from an authority to own or use something, do a particular thing, or carry on a trade 
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On the basis that the easement is provided by Council as an authority, and permits the landowner to ‘do a 
particular thing’ it is considered that it meets the definition of a licence. The gaining of an easement therefore 
satisfies the obligations of condition 14. A modification to the consent to change the reference to condition 14 
to an easement is not considered to be required. 
 
On the basis of Council concurring with this approach, staff will ultimately advise the applicant the required 
terms for inclusion in the easement documentation, with a view to finalising the matter, the condition being 
discharged and the development proceeding. 
 
Financial Implications 
The Financial Implications in respect of this matter are the costs of obtaining legal advice to ensure that 
Council is not acting ultra vires in respect of the relevant condition of consent and to further protect Council’s 
interests in this matter. Funds are available in Councils Environmental Services budget for such expenditure. 

 

Resolution  2020/202  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

1. That in respect of Condition of Consent No 14, Development Application DA 2018/0002, Council 
agree that the proposed easement adequately meets the requirements of condition 14 with 
respect to the need to gain a licence, on the following basis: 

• The developer being responsible for the costs of preparation and registration of the required 
deposited plan and section 88B Instrument; 

• The terms of the easement being virtually identical to the previously prepared licence 
agreement, with provisions changed for context, with Council provide such terms to the 
developer for inclusion in the easement documentation; and 

• Evidence being provided to the Private Certifier/Council of the lodgement of the easement 
documentation for registration, prior to occupation. 

2.  That the General Manager be authorised to take the required action from Councils perspective to 
finalise the terms of the easement. 

3.  That any necessary documents be executed under the Common Seal of Council. 

Carried 
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14 GENERAL MANAGER 

14.1 *** LOCAL GOVERNMENT ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE 

File Number: L8.18 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The NSW Government has previously announced a $395 million Local Government Economic Stimulus 
Package to reduce the significant impacts of the COVID-19 Pandemic on local councils across the State.  
 
The package is comprised of four (4) components:-  

•  The Council Job Retention Allowance;  
•  Funding to meet Councils’ increase in the Emergency Services Levy for 2020-21;  
• Access to low-interest, infrastructure loans from TCorp in line with TCorp’s credit criteria; and  
• Access, subject to meeting certain requirements, to a NSW Government guarantee for 

commercial borrowings. 
 
Current Situation 
The Office of Local Government (OLG) has now provided Council with a Funding Agreement in respect of 
the Package that requires execution and return to the OLG by COB 24 June 2020.  
 
As part of the correspondence, the OLG advises that Council “will not be able to access any element of 
the package until a signed agreement has been received and accepted by OLG.”  
 
In addition, Councils that are a member of a Joint Organisation (JO) will need to continue to support that 
JO’s continued operations, including necessary funding contributions, for the next two (2) years. Council 
is a member of the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO) comprising the Councils of Bourke, Cobar 
and Walgett. I am unaware of any proposals for Council to not support the JO’s continued operations. 
 
As mentioned above, there are four (4) components to the Stimulus Package. Details of each of these 
follows, noting that in respect of these components, at this point Council will only be accessing the 
Emergency Services Levy component and Job Retention Allowance.    
 
Council Job Retention Allowance  
The $112.5 million Council Job Retention Allowance is a payment of $1,500 per fortnight per employee, 
paid to the Council, which will be administered by the Office of Local Government. 
 
To access the funding Councils need:- 

• To be covered by the Local Government (COVID-19) Splinter (Interim) Award 2020 (the Splinter 
Award) or equivalent agreement with relevant industrial unions  

• To have met the cost of four (4) weeks paid COVID-19 Special Leave under the Splinter Award prior 
to each employee accessing the Council Job Retention Allowance, as well as any costs above $1,500 
a fortnight, per employee, for up to three (3) months  
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• To provide evidence to the Office of Local Government (OLG) of financial distress as a result of the 
COVID-19 crisis, and  

• To note that certain Council staff are ineligible from accessing the allowance, even if they are 
redeployed to other roles during the COVID-19 Pandemic, noting further that where any employee 
has ordinary earnings less than $1,500, Council will receive the full $1,500 for that employee but 
must pass it on to them.  

 
Whilst Council’s costs under the Splinter Award, as a result of the Pandemic, would be low compared to 
those Councils that operate business functions, an application has been lodged to the OLG with a view 
obtaining funding under this component of the Package. 
 
Emergency Services Levy 
The NSW Government will fully fund the $32.76 million increase in the Emergency Services Levy (ESL) for 
all NSW Councils for 2020/2021. Council will be required to pay its ESL invoices to Revenue NSW, and OLG 
will directly reimburse Councils the 2020/2021 increase in the ESL contribution. 
 
In this regard, the following figures are applicable:- 

Total amount payable for 2020/2021                       $195,702.50 
Total amount payable for 2019/2020                       $137,100.00 
Total increase                                                                $  58,602.50 

  
Total percentage increase                                            43% 

  
Accordingly, the reimbursement to Council of the increase in the ESL by the NSW State Government for 
2020/2021 will be $58,602.50. Of obvious concern is the ongoing cost to Councils in future years. This 
issue is being given a very high priority by Local Government NSW (LGNSW) in its deliberations with the 
NSW Government and Council has supported LGNSW in their efforts to restrict the level of annual 
increase in ESL.   
 
TCorp Loans 
The stimulus package also allows local Councils to secure loans from TCorp, with Councils previously 
ineligible for TCorp loans now able to access the Government’s lending facility for the next six (6) months. 
The criteria to access these loans will be in line with TCorp’s credit criteria.  
 
The Government has also placed a (2) two-year moratorium on using TCorp loans for capital works on 
Council chambers and administration buildings to ensure infrastructure projects directly benefit local 
residents and businesses.  
 
It is not proposed for Bourke Council to secure loan funding from TCorp. 
 
Commercial Finance 
Where a Council seeks to access commercial finance, under the package, Councils can apply to have the 
Treasurer provide a “Deed of Indemnity for and on behalf of the Crown in right of the State of NSW”. This 
will be conditional on Treasury’s assessment, analysis and approval. This guarantee will increase the 
availability and reduce the cost for those Councils seeking to borrow from banks and other private sector 
credit providers.  
 
Bourke Council does not require commercial funding at this stage. 
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Financial Implications 
The Funding Agreement provides access to Council in respect of the stimulus package as initiated by the 
NSW State Government as a result of COVID-19 and the subsequent impact on Councils and their 
employees. 
 
At this stage, the exact financial implications are difficult to quantify, however, it would appear that the 
signing of the Agreement will not adversely impact on Council.  
 

Resolution  2020/203  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Ian Cole 

That the Funding Agreement as provided by the Office of Local Government in respect of the Local 
Government Economic Stimulus Package be executed by the Mayor and General Manager under the 
Common Seal of Council.  

Carried 
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At 9.32am, Cr Sarah Barton left the meeting. 

14.2 *** GRANTS FOR SHOWGROUNDS - COVID-19 STIMULUS PACKAGE 

File Number: L8.18-P1.8 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
As Part of the COVID-19 Stimulus Package the State Government made available $25 million for the 
improvements of showgrounds. The Funding was allocated over two (2) phases, applications, required for 
phase one (1) were to be lodged in a very short timeframe. 
 
Council continues to benefit from having a range of projects identified may of which are “shovel ready”. 
 
These projects have been identified both during the development of Council Community Strategic Plans and 
also during the community consultation process undertaken each year. 
 
Current Situation 
Council after consultation with the Renshaw Oval User Advisory Committee lodged two (2) applications in 
phase one (1) and were successful for both applications. 
 
 These were as follows:- 

1. New Toilet Block   $134,200.00 
2. Underground Irrigation System $163,658.00 

  
The total amount was $297,858.00 including GST. 
 
Council have also lodged two (2) applications for phase two (2) and we await the outcome of those 
applications. 
 
The projects involve the construction of a shade facility and the replacement of the caretaker’s cottage. 
 
Financial Implications 
The receipt of the funding enables the provision of modern facilities and a further improvement to the facility 
overall. 

 

Resolution  2020/204  
Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 
That Council note the receipt of grants totalling $297,858.00 including GST to undertake improvement 
works at the Showground Complex. 

Carried 

 
At 9.34am, Cr Sarah Barton returned to the meeting. 
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14.3 ***POTENTIAL WATER RESTRICTIONS 

File Number: W2.2.11 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
As part of Councils Drought Management Plan Water Restrictions are introduced when the water stops 
flowing over the weir at Bourke. 
 
Current Situation 
The strong flows experience following good rainfall earlier this year have all but stopped although it was 
assisted by local falls last weekend and the same may apply following rain predicted for the weekend 
preceding the Council meeting. 
 
While the impact during the winter months will only be minimal the fact that the river level has again dropped 
highlights the need for additional storage on the river to provide an increased level of water security. 
 
The emergency water supply system which has been put in over the past few years has provided an excellent 
back up system for the potable supply by will not provide for any outside use if we get back to the same 
situation we were in last year and early this year. 
 
Financial Implications 
There are no significant financial implications for Council. 

 

Resolution  2020/205  

Moved: Cr Lachlan Ford 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That Council note the report on potential water restrictions being impose for Bourke and North 
Bourke in June 2020. 

Carried 
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14.4 2021 ELECTION DATE 

File Number: E2.3 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

 
Background 

The quadrennial elections were scheduled to be held on the 12 September 2020 in accordance with the 
established cycle. 
 
However, with the state of uncertainty caused by COVID-19 the elections were deferred until September 
2021. 
 
The NSW Electoral Commissioner made the request to postpone the elections to ensure the health and safety 
of candidates, voters and NSW Electoral Commission staff.  
 
Current Situation 
The NSW Government has now announced that the Local Government Elections will be held on Saturday, 4 
September 2021. 
 
It follows the decision as detailed above to postpone the September 2020 council elections for 12 months 
because of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
Minister for Local Government, the Hon Shelley Hancock, has confirmed that current councillors will continue 
to hold their civic offices until the rescheduled local government elections are held on 4 September 2021. 
 
The decision to postpone elections was not taken lightly and was made to provide certainty for councils and 
communities across the State. 
 
The State Government has previously indicated that the election cycle will not change meaning that the 
elections following those in 2021 will be held in 2024 meaning that those Councillors currently in office will 
serve for a five-year term and those Councillors elected in 2021 will serve for a three-year term. 
 
To provide some context around the conduct of the NSW Local Government Elections I attach details of a 
press release from the President of Local Government New South Wales Linda Scott on the 12th June 2020. 
 
Today’s official announcement of NSW council elections being pushed to 4 September 2021 brings certainty for 
local communities and allows councils more time to prepare while dealing with other urgent issues according 
to Local Government NSW (LGNSW). 
 
LGNSW President Linda Scott welcomed the NSW Government’s announcement, which will bring certainty for 
councils, and hoped the extended period would allow time to address the rapidly rising cost of local elections 
borne by local communities. 
 
“Council elections are vital to local democracy and the State Government decision to delay them gives councils 
more time to prepare while dealing with the combined impacts of drought, bushfires and COVID 19,” she said. 
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“Administratively, council elections take up to 12 months to organise and can absorb considerable 
administrative resources. The 2020 council elections were set to be the biggest single public event on the NSW 
calendar. 
 
“Now that the Government has confirmed the dates for next year, councils can work with certainty and plan 
effectively while dealing with the unprecedented challenges currently facing local communities.” 
 
Cr Scott said while the Government’s election announcement was welcome, councils rejected any State 
Government suggestions of enforcing a universal postal voting system for local government elections. 
 
“Councils support postal voting as an option, as well as optional online voting. But they do not support a 
universal, one-size-fits-all approach that may disadvantage some members of their communities from voting,” 
she said. 
 
Cr Scott said postponing elections to 2021 provided LG NSW with an opportunity to work with the State 
Government and the Minister for Local Government on the key issue of local elections, which had skyrocketed 
over the past three years. 
 
“Councils have received cost estimates from the NSW Electoral Commission (NSWEC) for local elections that 
have increased by as much as 100 per cent compared to just three years ago,” she said. 
 
“According to the NSWEC, these cost hikes are a result of rising staffing, venue and ballot paper printing costs. 
 
“Not only are the increases unreasonably high, they come at a time when councils can least afford them, and 
the people who will end up paying for it are the residents of councils that have to pull money from 
infrastructure and services to pay the bill. 
 
“It’s money that could be used on vital needs such as drought and bushfire recovery. 
“LGNSW want to work with the NSW Government to ensure election costs don’t increase by more than the rate 
cap limit, which is 2.6 per cent. 
 
“One way this could happen is by ensuring schools and other election venues don’t overcharge, especially since 
public schools enjoy subsidised use of council facilities such as sporting complexes.” 
Cr Scott said LGNSW had written to the Premier seeking to work with the Government to develop a sensible, 
long-term funding program that would put the NSWEC on a stable economic footing without councils having to 
carry the can. 
  
The costs are obviously an issue as any attempt to move away from the traditional method of voting to fully 
utilise postal voting.  
 
Financial Implications 
Council has traditionally budgeted for the conduct of the elections over the four (4) year cycle so that they 
have sufficient funds in reserve without the need for a large allocation election year. 
 
 As a guide the charges levied by the Electoral Commission in 2016 were $30,672 whilst the estimate for 2020 
was $43,581 which is an increase of 42% at the same time the allowable rate increase was a cumulative 
increase of just under 10%. 
 
Council reduces its costs by providing pre-poll at Councils offices with the polling officials paid for by Council 
and obviously does not charge rental for its own premises. Council has for the past few years also shared 
returning officer with neighbouring Councils. 
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Resolution  2020/206  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

1. That Council note the deferral of the quadrennial elections scheduled to be held on the 12th September 
2020. 

2. That Council note that the new date for the elections has been set for 4th September 2021. 
3. That Council supports Local Government New South Wales in their efforts to see the cost of the elections 

being kept in line with the General Rate Increases for Council. 
Carried 
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15 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

15.1 *** COUNCILLOR REMUNERATION 

File Number: C11.12 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Introduction 
The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has handed down its determination for 2020/2021 and has 
determined that there be no increase of fees for Councillors and Mayors 1st July 2020.  
 
Background 
Council has previously adopted a policy of paying the maximum fees for Councillors and the Mayor. This recognises 
the heavy workload placed on the Mayor and Councillors of the Bourke Shire in undertaking their duties. 
 
The Local Government Act 1993 states that:- 
248   Fixing and payment of annual fees for Councillors 
(1)  A Council must pay each Councillor an annual fee. 
(2)  A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with the appropriate 
determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(3)  The annual fee so fixed must be the same for each Councillor. 
(4)  A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the 
Remuneration Tribunal. 
 
248A   Annual fees or other remuneration not to be paid during period of suspension 
A Council must not at any time pay any fee or other remuneration, or any expenses, to which a Councillor would 
otherwise be entitled as the holder of a civic office, in respect of any period during which:- 

(a) the Councillor is suspended from civic office under this Act, or 
(b) the Councillor’s right to be paid any such fee or other remuneration, or expense, is suspended under this 
Act, unless another provision of this Act specifically authorises payment to be made, or specifically permits a 
person to authorise payment to be made, when the suspension is terminated. 
 

249   Fixing and payment of annual fees for the Mayor 
(1)   A Council must pay the Mayor an annual fee. 
(2)  The annual fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor. 
(3)   A Council may fix the annual fee and, if it does so, it must fix the annual fee in accordance with the 

appropriate determination of the Remuneration Tribunal. 
(4)   A Council that does not fix the annual fee must pay the appropriate minimum fee determined by the 

Remuneration Tribunal. 
(5)   A Council may pay the deputy Mayor (if there is one) a fee determined by the Council for such time as the 

deputy Mayor acts in the office of the Mayor. The amount of the fee so paid must be deducted from the 
Mayor’s annual fee. 
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Current Situation 
Determination No. 2- Determination Pursuant to Section 241 of Fees for Councillors and Mayors 
1 Pursuant to s.241 of the Local Government Act 1993, the annual fees to be paid in each of the 
categories to Councillors, Mayors, Members and Chairpersons of County Councils effective on and from 1 
July 2020 are determined as follows:- 
 
Table 4: Fees for General Purpose and County Councils 

 
Category 

Councillor/Member 
Annual Fee 

Mayor/Chairperson 
Additional Fee* 

Minimum Maximum Minimum Maximum 

 
 

General Purpose 
Councils - 
Metropolitan 

Principal CBD 27,640 40,530 169,100 222,510 

Major CBD 18,430 34,140 39,160 110,310 

Metropolitan Large 18,430 30,410 39,160 88,600 

Metropolitan Medium 13,820 25,790 29,360 68,530 

Metropolitan Small 9,190 20,280 19,580 44,230 

 
 
 

General Purpose 
Councils - 
Non-metropolitan 

Major Regional City 18,430 32,040 39,160 99,800 

Major Strategic Area 18,430 32,040 39,160 99,800 

Regional Strategic Area 18,430 30,410 39,160 88,600 

Regional Centre 13,820 24,320 28,750 60,080 

Regional Rural 9,190 20,280 19,580 44,250 

Rural 9,190 12,160 9,780 26,530 

 
County Councils 

Water 1,820 10,140 3,920 16,660 

Other 1,820 6,060 3,920 11,060 

2 *This fee must be paid in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor/Chairperson as a Councillor/Member 
(s.249(2)). 
 
Financial Implications 
At the March Ordinary Meeting of Council, Council resolved that in the compilation of the 2020/2021 Operational 
Plan that the fee paid to Councillor be the maximum amount. The maximum fee for both the Mayor and Councillors 
is included in the draft Operational Plan. 
 

Resolution  2020/207  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

That Council pay the maximum fee prescribed for a Rural Councillor and the maximum fee applicable to the 
Mayor, within the Rural Group as applicable to Bourke Shire, with those fees being $12,160 and $26,530 
respectively to the Councillors and Mayor. 

Carried 
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15.2 ***INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31ST MAY 2020 

File Number: F1.2 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The investment report is submitted monthly to Council. 
 
Issues 

 Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s Investment 

Policy 

 Statutory obligations are being met 

 Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Assessment 
Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
The management, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager Corporate 
Services. 
 
Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2019/20 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an estimated return of 
2.0%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis 
in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st May 2020 is $21,573,598.92 
Investment income earned as at 31st May 2020 is $521,811.12. 
 
Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 22nd August 2016. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12th January 2011. 
 
Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investment Portfolio 
Investments as at 31st May 2020 

National Australia Bank 449,045.39 1.53% 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 3,068,660.04 1.50% 150 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,703,012.17 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 668,826.15 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 796,297.77 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 3,025,587.95 1.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,141,382.85 1.30% 300 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,985,160.38 1.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,092,041.99 1.04% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,073,523.97 0.56% 30 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 698,409.62 1.00% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 4,871,650.64 Flex   

Total Investments 21,573,598.92    

 
Term Deposits 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $3,288,443.41 during the period. 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The investment portfolio is 
regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new cap of $250,000 
has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance with Section 625 
of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s 
Investment Policy. 
 

Resolution  2020/208  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Ian Cole 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio 31st May 2020 be received and noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 

Carried 
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15.3 ***BANK RECONCILIATION & STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bank Reconciliation and Statement of Bank Balances for the period ending 31st May 2020. 
 
Current Situation 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31st May 2020 

Balances as per Bank Statement $1,263,789.57 

Plus: Deposit not shown $7,339.51 

Less: Unpresented Cheques $23,885.19 

Balance as per Cash Book $1,247,243.89 

 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31st May 2020 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 

General $19,053,549.52 $200,000.00 

Water $1,447,983.84  

Sewer $2,189,331.53  

Trust $129,977.92  

Total Funds $22,820,842.81  

 
Investments as at 31st May 2020 

National Australia Bank 449,045.39 1.53% 270 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 3,068,660.04 1.50% 150 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,703,012.17 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 668,826.15 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 796,297.77 1.45% 120 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 3,025,587.95 1.35% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,141,382.85 1.30% 300 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 2,985,160.38 1.35% 180 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,092,041.99 1.04% 182 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 1,073,523.97 0.56% 30 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 698,409.62 1.00% 242 Days A1+ 

National Australia Bank 4,871,650.64 Flex   

Total Investments 21,573,598.92    

 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 is certified that the above 
investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
Reconciliation at 31st May 2020 

Balance as per cash book $1,247,243.89 

Investments $21,573,598.92 

Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $22,820,842.81 
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Statement of Bank Balances as at 31st May 2020 

 Balance Transaction Balance 

 30th April 2020  31st May 2020 

General Fund 16,352,480.88 2,701,068.64 19,053,549.52 

Water Fund 787,599.85 660,383.99 1,447,983.84 

Sewer Fund 2,164,510.08 24,821.45 2,189,331.53 

Trust Fund 129,939.92 38.00 129,977.92 

Investments -18,285,155.51 -3,288,443.41 -21,573,598.92 

Totals 1,149,375.22 97,868.67 1,247,243.89 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 30th April 2020                                             $1,149,375.22 

Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $432,058.49 

(b) Other Cash  $7,027,585.38 

  

Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $4,073,331.79 

(b) New Investment  $3,288,443.41 

Balance as 31st May 2020 $1,247,243.89 

 

Resolution  2020/209  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Ian Cole 

That That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the Statement of 
Bank Balances as at 31st May 2020 be noted. 

Carried 
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15.4 *** PECUNIARY INTEREST RETURNS 

File Number: C11.10-S6.29 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The purpose of this report is to remind Councillors and designated persons of the necessity to lodge Pecuniary 
Interest Returns. 
 
A Councillor or designated person holding that position on 30th June in any year must complete and lodge a 
Pecuniary Interest Return by 30th September in that year. 
 
The returns can be inspected by members of the public and assist in ensuring transparency and accountability in 
Local Government decision-making. The obligation upon Councillors and others to lodge returns is as much a 
protection for them as it is to the community. 
 
Current Situation 
Information and blank returns are included with your business paper. The returns are to be completed and return 
to the Executive Assistant at you earliest convenience.  
 
Financial Implications 
There is no additional financial consideration required for this work. 
 

Resolution  2020/210  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

That Council notes the information received in relation to Pecuniary Interest Returns. 
Carried 
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15.5 *** REVIEW OF CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 2019/2020 AND REALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

File Number: R2.5 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The purpose of this report is to advice Council of the expected balance of restricted funds from the 
operational plan for 2019/2020 period, as at 30 June 2020. The balance excludes the Water and Sewer Fund. 
 
A review of the 2019/20 Capital Works Program and Operational Funds has been undertaken by the 
Management Team. Detailed below are recommendations of projects and operating funds to be revoted in 
accordance with the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (clause 211) to the Delivery Programme 
2017/2021 and Operational Plan for 2020/2021. 
 
Assessment 

a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Council needs to resolve to cancel and/or postpone the projects. 

b) Financial Implications/Considerations 
The funds from the postponed and cancelled will be returned to existing reserves 

c) Policy Provisions -  Council Policy and Practice 
There are no policy implications. 

 
Current Situation 
Each year Council has projects that have been commenced and not completed before the end of the financial 
year and the funds are not wholly expended. In these circumstances funds are required to be carried forward 
to complete the projects and expend the funding. 
 
The following line items are to be revoted for expenditure in 2020/2021:- 

Project Comment Estimated value 

Bourke Depot – electronic gates 2019/2020 Budget $50,000  
(Infrastructure renewal reserve $22,000 
and $28,000 General revenue) 

Senior Citizens Centre upgrade 2019/2020 Budget $15,000 (General Revenue) 

Levee Maintenance and Repair 2019/2020 Budget $20,000  (General Revenue) 

Boat Ramp upgrade 2019/2020 Budget $46,000  (Grant Funding) 

Kerb and Gutter upgrade 2019/2020 Budget $25,000  (General Revenue) 

Footpath upgrade 2019/2020 Budget $35,000  (General Revenue) 

Town and Village Street 2019/2020 Budget $50,000  (General Revenue) 

Upgrade Website 2019/2020 Budget $20,000  (General Revenue) 

Radio Hut 2019/2020 Budget $65,000 (General Revenue) 

 
Financial Implications 
There will be no additional financial burden on Councils estimates as the expenditure is transferring unspent 
funds from the 2019/2020 budget to 2020/2021 budget. 
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Recommendation: 

That Council adopts the recommendation to amend the capital works projects and operating costs 
planned for 2019/2020 as detailed in the report and revote the expenditure to the Delivery 
Programme 2017/2021 and Operational Plan for 2020/2021 as detailed.  
 

Resolution  2020/211  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

1. That Council adopts the recommendation to amend the capital works projects and operating costs 

planned for 2019/2020 as detailed in the report and revote the expenditure to the Delivery 

Programme 2017/2021 and Operational Plan for 2020/2021 as detailed.  

2. That Council identify the responsibility and access road to the top of Mount Oxley. 

Carried 
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15.6 *** RATES WRITE-OFF ASSESSMENT 01612-02000000-000 

File Number: R2.5 

Author: Meredith Thompson, Revenue Officer 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: 1. Termination of a Licence Holding (#394500)    

  
Background 
Assessment number 01612-02000000-000 is a parcel of land that belongs to the Crown and licenced to 
individuals for grazing use. The land is situated in the Yantabulla/Wanaaring area and is 3,619ha in size. When 
a licenced is issued by the Crown the land becomes Rateable. Council has levied Rates on this land and issued 
Notices as required under the Local Government Act 1993 when the licences are applied. 
 
Current Situation 
Correspondence recently received from the Valuer General has cancelled this property (licence #394500) 
following notification from Crown Lands of a new licence (#598866). Council sought advice from Crown Lands 
and was advised that this licence was actually terminated 2nd December 2016. Council was not notified of the 
cancellation until May 2020. This explains why the lessee has not been paying rates. 
 
Council will now need to write off of the outstanding rates for the property from 2016 to 2020 when the land 
reverted back to the Crown. 
 
The Valuer General has advised that a new licence #RN 598866 has been issued to a new lessee and has 
commenced 1 May 2020. The property has once again become rateable. 
 
Financial Implications 
Detailed below is the value of the General Rates and interest incurred for the period 2 December 2016 to 1 
May 2020. 
 

Ordinary/General Rates Written Off:  $3,320.73 
Interest Write Off:     $   272.77 
TOTAL WRITE OFF:    $3,593.50 

 

Resolution  2020/212  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Ian Cole 

That Council write off Ordinary/General Rates and interest for Assessment 01612-02000000-000 for 
the period 2 December 2016 to 1 May 2020 in the amount of $3,593.50. 

Carried 
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16 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Nil  

17 TOURISM & EVENTS 

Nil  

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil  

19 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Nil  

20 POLICIES 

Nil  

21 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil  
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22 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

22.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES ROAD WORKS & WORKSHOP - WORKS COMPLETED 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Mark Riley, Acting Manager of Operations & Projects 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
The following information outlines works completed from 15th of May 2020 to 11th June 2020 inclusive. 
 
Current Situation 

1. Road Works  - Chris Morrall – Roads Supervisor 

2. 1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

MR 404 Hungerford Road  Seal construction on Fords Bridge Sandhill completed 

RLR 49 West Culgoa Road Grading completed 

RLR 20 Wampra Road Storm damage repairs completed 

RLR 19 Dungarvon Road Storm damage repairs completed 

3. 2. SOUTH SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 

RLR 4 Bundy Road Sandhill sheeting commenced 

State Highways  Heavy patching commenced 

3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Simon Wielinga, Team Leader 

MR 404 Hungerford Road Seal construction on Fords Bridge Sandhill completed 

4. BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 

Bourke Township Patching undertaken 

Regional roads Patching undertaken 

State Highways Patching undertaken 

State Highways Slashing commenced 

Staff Training Nil 
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WORKSHOP – Brett Johnson, Acting Team Leader Tradesman Plant Mechanic 

Plant No Rego Description Work Carried Out 

32 BM39KN 2011 Isuzu NPR Replace flashing lights. 

33 YII01E Mazda BT 50 Installed a UHF radio. 

49 CL84LV Hino Tipper Removed and installed new batteries. 

50 CL16AC Kenworth 
Serviced, Installed a new ad-blue pump and cleared 
fault codes, repaired broken ad-blue hose and test, 
Replaced wheel seal and oil. 

51 YII29U Mazda BT 50 Serviced. 

53 K46880 
2011 Traffic Signal 
Equipment 

Replaced all wiring internally, replaced tail lights and 4 
tyres. 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino 
Cleaned out rusted bulb holder and repaired wiring, 
fitted new plate and broom as the old broom had 
snapped off. 

58 DYU31E Toyota Kluger Serviced. 

62  2010 Delta Fitted new mower blades, bushes and bolts. 

65 BG97LI 2010 John Deere Drained diesel tank and installed new filters. 

69 X50803 2011 Moore Repaired broken wiring, replaced broken mud flap. 

72 BC83YB 2009 John Deere Refit hydraulic hose. 

77 AY40UT 2008 Case 
Ordered new planetary, gears, bearings, re-assembled 
and installed new wheel. 

89 CW34AQ Mitsubishi Triton Serviced. 

92 CA52JC 2014 Western Star 
Installed new compressor for brakes, fixed electrical 
faults with light. 

93 CE53WX 2015 Colorado 
Installed new front mounts, replaced front cab mounts 
and road tested. 

106 63722D Toro Mower Fitted new drive shaft, re-installed covers. 

111 TB60BR Dolly 
Repaired wiring and replaced light, replaced triode 
bushes and rocker box bushes. 

132 CP22CH John Deere Serviced. 

136 73629 2008 Kubota Removed timber that was jammed under mower deck. 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo 
Rebuild tandems wheel bearing, flushed brake fluid and 
bleed. 

139 BR53WH Caterpillar 
Serviced, fitted new uni-joints and cleaned air horn 
solenoid, removed bracket, repaired and refitted. 

141 XN84BW John Deere Grader Repaired the spare tyre lifter. 

148 TC60FS Dolly 
Replaced suzi coils and fixed air leaks, fitted new toe 
eye bush. 

150 BV55RE 2013 Caterpillar 
Installed a new step, scan tool connected with fault 
code found. 

170 CS74ZN Holden Colorado Serviced. 

172 CL38AZ Isuzu 1500 FXY Fixed broken wiring to the flashing light. 

178 CO73PY Isuzu 
Serviced, fault found in the light circuit and repaired, 
wire connected on hoist, replaced rear brakes and 
brake cylinders, replaced rear hub seals. 

181 CV24HL Mitsubishi Triton 
Repaired spot lights that had come off the mounting 
bracket. 
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202  Sykes Pump Serviced. 

213  Trailer(117) and Pump Serviced. 

218 BR67WH 2012 Hino 
Fitted new brackets to the mud guards, fixed electrical 
faults on the lights. 

236 J43715 Highgate Water Tanker Serviced. 

260 CT96NB Mazda BT 50 Serviced, replaced two (2) tyres. 

404 CI35TV 2010 Isuzu 500 
Serviced, repaired air leaks, washed radiator out and 
greased. 

505 XN17EH Kenworth Serviced. 

506 XN65HG Kenworth 
Serviced, welded broken toolbox and ordered new tail 
light. 

Staff Training Nil 

 

Resolution  2020/213  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Road Works and Workshop 
Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 22nd June 2020. 

Carried 
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22.2 PARKS & GARDENS / TOWN SERVICES AND WATER & WASTEWATER - ENGINEERING REPORTS 
ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 

The following information outlines works completed from the 2/4/2020 to 10/5/2020 inclusive. 
 
Current Situation 

PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried out 

Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained 
Public toilets cleaned & maintained 
Clean facilities 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant 
Works Requests Actioned & ongoing 
1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out 
Wharf General maintenance carried out 

Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 
Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out 
Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal 
Erect COVID-19 Signage 

Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained 
Airport Mowed airstrip 
Staff Training Nil 
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TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 

Weekly Town mowing 
Main Street Project, daily jobs 
Relieving Staff in garbage truck 
Daily-Main street programme 
Daily airport Inspections 
Monthly airport inspections Louth & Wanaaring 

Cemetery Prepare graves:-  
Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  
Staff Training Nil 
General Block off Richard and Darling Streets for contractors to start project work, erect bollards until 

rails arrive, fill holes made from contractors 
Change main street flags 
Erect solar lights for Darling Park 
Erect solar lights for main street 
Dig up bitumen in Richard St, caused by blow outs 
Whipper snip Bourke Court house laneway and footpath 
Remove cars from Rural Fire Service North Bourke 
Clean out mud from boat ramp 
Richard Street aggregate and sand bags 
Mowing of laneways completed 
Poising laneways ongoing 

Wood chip Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre 
Airport report officer for contractors 
Load blocks for main street 
Aggregate and gravel Richard Street 
Remove 2 decease animals  
Erect blocks main street 
Make seats for Jones Park 
Sand North Bourke Oval 
Erect goal post at Davidson Oval 
Crane stand for camera pole in Tarcoon Street 
Whipper snip Sydney Road culvert 
Crane Pool 
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Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 

Water Supply Planned Maintenance for  2020 

8 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

9 Denman Street Sewer Choke 

57 Darling Street Sewer Choke 

26 Anson Street Sewer Choke 

Depot Sewer Choke 

41 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

56 Hope Street Sewer Choke 

2x18 Mertin Street Sewer Choke 

2x22 Tarcoon Street Sewer Choke 

18 Oxley Street Sewer Choke 

7 Culgoa Street Sewer Choke 

Wharf Toilets Sewer Choke 

Byrock Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

23 Tudor Street Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

67 Short Street Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

5 Richard Street Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 
Dug 225mm raw water main and repaired 
Dug 50mm filtered water main and repair 

109 Anson Street Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

Renshaw Sporting Complex Repair leaking 25mm raw water service 

Waters Park Repair 25mm raw water line 
Dug and repair 50mm sprinkler line 

54 Mertin Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

4 Denman Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

17 Charles Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

67 Oxley Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

7 Moculta Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

7 Yanda Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

99 Darling Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 

26 Oxley Street Repair 20mm filtered water line 

Rotary Park Connect new 20mm filtered water service 

Macquarie Street, North Bourke Dug 50mm filtered water main and repair 

1 Darling Street Dug 50mm filtered water main and repair 

33 Richard Street Dug 50mm filtered water main and repair 

6 Becker Street Dug 50mm filtered water main and repair 

2 x Cottage 3, Alice Edwards Village Dug 100mm filtered water main and repair 

Pool Dug 100mm filtered water main and repair 

6 Becker Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repair 

106 Hope Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repair 

1 Sturt Street Dug 150mm filtered water main and repair 

North Bourke, Pump Site Set up generator for power outage 

70 Mertin Street Connect down pipe on shed 

73 Anson Street Install new sewer boundary 

Senior Citizen Centre Install new plumbing and drainage 

Alice Edwards Village Install bypass pump for SPS upgrade 

Richard Street Storm Water Pump Station Locate water mains and services for upgrade 

Central Park Repair 75mm sprinkler line 

Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre Connect pressure pump 

Alice Edwards Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Clara  Hart Village Routine Maintenance & Monitoring as per ACP Management Plan 

Training Nil 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis  

Pollutant 
Unit Of 

Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration Limit 

Feb 
2020 
Test 

Mar 
2020 
Test 

Apr 
2020 
Test 

May 
2020 
Test 

Jun 
2020 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 <2 4 <2 <2  
pH  6.5-8.5 9.95 8.85 9.22 9.09  
Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 10.9 9.8 11.3 12.1  
Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 0.93 12.3 2.58 2.59  
Total suspended solids mg/L 20 61 100 90 118  
Biochemical oxygen demand mg/L 15 11 43 24 23  
 
Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll exemption due algal 
growth, which also exempts the above exceedances.   

 Rainfall in Bourke for April 2020 was 0.4 mm  

 Hottest day for  April 2020 was 29.1 degrees    

 Coldest day for April 2020  1.7 degree 

 

Resolution  2020/214  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as 
presented to Council on Monday, 22nd June 2020. 

Carried 
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22.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT - ACTIVITY REPORT 

Fle Number: D3.1-A11.1-A8.1-S10.2.3 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Activity report from the Department of Environmental Services, which includes Developments Approved, Building 
Services and Animal Control for the month of May 2020. 
 
Current Situation 

Development Approvals 
Delegated Authority 

or Council 
Consent Type 

& Consent 
No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 
2020/0011 

Lots 1 & 2 DP 514471 
28 Green Street Bourke 

Construction of residential shed 

Delegated DA 
2020/0010 

Lot 7 Section 89 DP 
758144 
1 Bloxham Street Bourke 

Installation of in-ground swimming pool 

Total value of Approved works for May 2020 = $60,000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for May 2020 = 2 
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for May 2020 = 0 

 

Building Services Report 

Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  
Risk Assessments Completed with every job 

Training Nil 
Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 
Airport Crack sealing - Runway 

Contractors 
Electrical works to buildings and for Water & Waste Water 
Electrical works at BOBEC 

Buildings 

Completed Fit out – Enngonia Depot Kitchen 
Works Progressing – Community Centre 
Repair and replace lights – Railway Building 
Replace section of Veranda flooring – Airport House 
Install Pool Shade – 58 Oxley St 
Pest Control  - BOBEC , 6 Glen St and 58 Oxley St 

Grants Ceramic Shed Completed 
Tip Install unloading station 
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Animal Control 
Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 
Animals in Pound beginning of Month 2 0 
Seized 4 8 
Surrendered 0 0 
Dumped 0 0 

Total 6 8 
Euthanased 0 8 
Returned to Owner 0 0 
Released from Pound 2 0 
Re-housed 2 0 
Died in Pound 0 0 
Escaped from Pound 0 0 
Animals Remaining at End of Month 2 0 

Total 6 8 
Stock Rested in Stock Yards 934 
 

 Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 

 Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 

 Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 

 Patrols of Councils Reserves 
 

Resolution  2020/215  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22 June 2020 be received and noted. 

Carried 
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22.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: G1.1 

Author: Ross Earl, General Manager 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
Activities carried out by the General Manager since the last Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 
25 May 2020. 
 
21 May 2020 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 25th MAY 2020 
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for the 25th May 2020 commencing at 9.15 
am. Included on the agenda for the meeting is the consideration of the 2020/2021 Operational Plan 
(Budget). 
  
Council is required to consider any submissions it has received in respect of the Operational Plan prior to 
adopting the plan. 
 
The venue for the meeting will be the Back O’ Bourke Conference Centre. 
 
A transcript of the meeting will be available on Council’s website shortly after the conclusion of the 
meeting. 
  
SHIRE ROADS UPDATE 
The unsealed section of the Wanaaring Road has had grading completed over the past few weeks 
which has provided a much better surface for the travelling public. The recent rain has made 
maintenance grading much more effective. 
  
Storm damage repairs on MR 404, Bourke to Hungerford road, has been completed and the repair of the 
storm damage on the Dungarvon Road is currently progressing. 
  
Repair work on the West Culgoa Road is also in progress with four (4) culverts having been replaced and 
storm damage repairs also in progress in this area, with gravel being carted and stockpiled. 
  
A formation grade has been undertaken on the Avondale Road. 
  
Work on MR 404 under the Regional Road Repair Program is progressing well and as noted in a previous 
column, 3.7 km of the new seal has been completed. The remaining 4.3 km of roadway is to be sealed in 
the next three (3) weeks. 
  
With such a huge area to cover and a road network of around 2,300 kilometres, the task of ensuring that 
the road network is able to be maintained is not an easy one. It takes a lot of work to prepare work 
schedules to minimise travel between jobs to ensure that we are able to maximise the available funding. 
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TRAVEL ON UNSEALED ROADS 
The ongoing cooperation of residents by not utilising Council’s unsealed road network when the roads 
are wet will assist in ensuring avoidable damage is not caused to the road surface. This damage is 
magnified when the roads are used by trucks when the roads are wet and the damage caused can 
run into thousands of dollars. 
  
Whilst understanding the need to move stock or truck in feed, it should be equally understood that 
delaying these tasks will significantly reduce the potential for damage to the road surface. 
  
Of course roads should not be used when they have been CLOSED by Council.  
 
These closures are publicised on Council’s website www.bourke.nsw.gov.au and 
on Council‘s Facebook page. Alternatively, phone Council’s office on 02 68308000 or the afterhours on-
call number which is 0419 722 055. 
  
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF RICHARD STREET 
A reminder that Richard Street, Bourke is currently closed at the intersection with Darling Street, to allow 
the installation of a new Stormwater pump station. At this stage it is anticipated that the intersection will 
be closed for approximately one (1) month with the street scheduled to re-open on the 22nd June 2020. 
  
COVIDSafe Phone App 
I would ask residents to please consider the option of downloading the Australian Governments 
COVIDSafe phone app. It is suggested that you research the issue and then make your own decision as to 
whether you download the App. Information on the App is available by visiting: www.health.gov.au.  
 
NEW VOLUNTEERING PLATFORM LAUNCHED TO SUPPORT NEEDY 
Volunteers are often the lifeblood of a community. Bourke is no different.  
  
To this end, volunteers are being empowered to provide welfare checks, deliver supplies and offer 
essential transport to vulnerable people through a new online platform linking community members with 
charities and non-government organisations (NGOs) in need of support. 
 
The NSW Government is encouraging volunteers and organisations to register on the new Emergency 
Support Volunteering website (https://emergency.volunteer.org.au) to help support people impacted by 
COVID-19. 
 
The platform allows you to register your details online and an organisation in your local area will get in 
touch and offer volunteering opportunities when they arise. The safety and wellbeing of participants is a 
high priority.  
 
The NSW Government has partnered with the Centre for Volunteering 
(https://www.volunteering.com.au/#/) to develop the platform which is also operating in Victoria and 
Western Australia. 
 
WILD DOG CONTROL 
Wild dogs continue to be an issue in the western region of the State. Landholders in the Western Division 
currently have the opportunity to engage professional wild dog controllers through the Professional Wild 
Dog Controller Program.  
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.health.gov.au/
https://emergency.volunteer.org.au/
https://www.volunteering.com.au/
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To assist in this matter, Western Local Land Services have developed an online update on the program at 
the following link: https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1218098/PWDC-May-2020-
update.pdf 
 
APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL WILD DOG FUNDING SUCCESSFUL 
Bourke Shire Council is leading a project on behalf of Western NSW combined shires including Bourke, 
Brewarrina, Cobar and Central Darling, to bolster their wild dog management efforts. The efforts are 
being coordinated by Local Land Services with Andrew Hull having overall carriage of the project. 
  
Wild Dogs continue to be a major problem for graziers in the areas of all the participating Councils and 
has had a dramatic impact on the sustainability and viability of many farming enterprises. 
 
On behalf of participating Councils, Bourke Shire lodged a funding application under Round 2 of 
the Communities Combating Pest and Weed Impacts During Drought Program. 
 
The funding received in Round 2 was $234,418.48 and follows the receipt of over $926,000.00 under 
Round 1 of the same program. 
  
Bourke Shire Council is pleased to be able to respond to the requests received from ratepayers for 
assistance in relation to the wild dog problem and equally pleased to lead the participating Councils for 
such an important project. 
  
The project involves training, education and awareness, seasonal baiting programs, purchase of 
GPS tracking collars and the utilisation of professional wild dog controllers. 
  
The initiative is a good example of Councils not letting boundaries be an impediment to the introduction 
of a strategy and a project that will provide widespread benefits across multiple Council areas. 
  
DOG POUND FUNDING 
Minister for Local Government Shelley Hancock has announced a “Council Pound - Grant Program” 
(CPGP) which will assist in ensuring that Councils and their service providers continue to operate as they 
adjust to new procedures introduced to combat the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
In her press release the Minister said that Councils are facing unprecedented pressure as a result of 
COVID-19 and the Pound Grant program will ensure they have additional funding to cover staff costs, as 
well as food for the animals they house. 
 
Minister Hancock said that the funds can also be used to undertake capital works including minor site 
upgrades, maintenance works or the purchasing of new equipment to ensure that pounds remain viable 
and functional.  
 
Funding will be available to all Council run pounds across the State, to ensure they run as close to normal 
as possible and the welfare of animals in their care is maintained. 
 
A minimum of $4,000 will be paid to Councils under the program, up to a maximum of $28,000, 
depending on the number of Local Government areas the pound supports. It is anticipated that Bourke 
will receive the base amount of $4,000. 
  
 
  

https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1218098/PWDC-May-2020-update.pdf
https://www.lls.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/1218098/PWDC-May-2020-update.pdf
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PREPARATION FOR THE RE-OPENING OF COUNCILS OFFICES AND LIBRARY AND TOURIST FACILITIES 
It is proposed to re-open Council’s Office next week including the Service NSW Agency. Some 
modifications are being made to the office to assist in providing an increased degree of protection for 
both staff and customers. 
 
Consideration will also be given to the opening of the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre once the number 
of persons allowed at a gathering is increased to allow for manageable numbers within the centre. 
 
Also to be put in place will be improved hygiene facilities including the provision of hand sanitiser. 
 
It is important that as a community and as a nation we adhere to all directions and suggestions as to how 
we can continue to work together to ensure we do our best to eliminate this insidious disease. 
 
At this stage, the staged return program, as announced by the NSW Government, does not provide for 
the opening of libraries. However, once permissible, the Bourke Public Library will re-open with a number 
of protocols in place, as best we can, to ensure the safety of staff and library users. 
 
GRANT FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 
Council staff, led by our consultant Belinda Colless, are continuing to identify grant opportunities, with 
Council focussing on projects that are contained within the adopted Delivery Program and the budgetary 
provisions of the Operational Plan and in line with Council’s overarching Community Strategic Plan. 
 
Council is awaiting the outcome of a number of applications and are currently finalising applications for a 
number of other projects. 
 
The philosophy of Council has been to improve and/or upgrade existing infrastructure and this continues 
to be the case. This philosophy recognises that the ability to maintain additional new infrastructure 
potentially places ongoing pressure on the existing budget available. It is important that existing 
infrastructure is able to be maintained and if required, upgraded to meet current safety standards as well 
as compliance with any new regulations. 
 
It has been mentioned that as Australia comes out of the other side of the economic turmoil caused by 
COVID-19, that stimulus funding may become available to assist both local Councils and businesses 
who have been impacted as a result of the pandemic. 
 
Council would like to be able to be in a position to have shovel ready projects identified to ensure that, 
not only do we have the ability to access available funding, but importantly to provide businesses with 
the opportunity to supply goods. 
 
Council would also potentially then provide the opportunity for those within the community who 
have lost their job as a result of the economic down turn to be able to return to the workforce as quickly 
as possible. If funding was to be available to expedite this, then Council will be looking to secure some of 
the available funding. 
  
BOURKE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Work is continuing on the upgrade of the Bourke Community Centre. When completed, the building will 
provide the community with an excellent venue that community groups will be able to utilise for 
meetings and club activities. 
 
The restrictions on gatherings that are currently in place, have provided an ideal opportunity to proceed 
with the improvements with no additional inconveniences to user groups. 
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GARDEN BEDS AT THE CORNER RICHARD AND MITCHELL STEETS 
Bob Stutsel continues to cultivate an excellent array of flowers which provides a myriad of colours at this 
corner. The flowers provide a great display on what would otherwise be, a very stark intersection. 
  
Glen Curtis, Ron Wood and Dave Neylon and continue with their efforts in watering the 
trees along Fred Hollows Way. Glen has also adopted one of the garden plots in the main street 
adjacent to the telephone exchange and again it looks good and adds a lot to the appearance of the 
streetscape.  
  
We thank these gentlemen who volunteer their time and efforts to improve the beautification of the 
town. Well done! 
  
CLEAN UP OF BACK LANES 
The Town Services crew have been undertaking the clean-up of some of the laneways in Bourke and will 
systematically ensure that all laneways are cleaned and rubbish removed, and where necessary, weeds 
controlled. 
  
Laneways are not dumping areas for garden waste and the cooperation of all residents is sought in 
keeping lanes free of rubbish. 
  
SHADE SAILS FOR JONES PARK AND CENTRAL PARK 
Council has been successful in obtaining funding for shade structures to be erected both over the play 
equipment at Jones Park and the outdoor gym equipment which is located in Central Park. The funding 
was made available through the “Everyone Can Play” grant program, with Council matching the funding 
dollar for dollar. 
  
The addition of shading to these facilities is seen as an essential requirement in providing community 
infrastructure that is compliant with regulations and meets Councils duty of care commitments for the 
outdoor environment. It is expected that by installing these structures over the equipment, usage of the 
facilities in the warmer months of summer will increase. 
  
MAIN STREET REDEVELOPMENT 
The Main Street continues to take shape. With the planting of trees and the ability to be able to water, 
with the good flow in the river, a difference has been made to the streetscape, as it has right across the 
town. 
 
Next week there will be a hive of activity in the area, weather permitting, with the boulder placement in 
garden beds, granite capping to blocks at the central crossing and planting of trees and additional colour 
plantings to complete the project. 
  
WATER FILTRATION SYSTEM 
If you ever wonder about the benefit of having a water filtration plant, one only needs to get a glass 
of water from the filtered water supply and stand that water beside a glass of the water straight from 
the river to see just what the filtration process achieves. Whilst I am told you can use settling agents to 
assist with the process, it is hard to imagine what the water would be like without the benefits of a 
filtration process and the impact this would have on both hot water systems and evaporative air 
conditioners. 
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FAR NORTH WEST JOINT ORGANISATION OF COUNCILS 
The Far North West Joint Organisations will meet on the 27th May 2020 utilising Audio Visual link. 
  
The ability to use Audio Visual facilities to conduct meetings certainly makes the meeting much easier to 
both organise and coordinate and negates the need for participants to travel long distances.  
  
The travel within the FNWJO can be quite significant with the distance between Lightning Ridge and 
Cobar being 480 kilometres or a round trip of nearly 1000 kilometres. 
  
When there is requirement to meet in person, the meetings have been held in Bourke, being the most 
Central location of all members. The holding of meetings still means a round trip of over 600 kilometres 
for any Councillor based at Lightning Ridge which when you put the time taken to travel on top of the 
meeting time, makes for a fairly long day. 
  
RESIDENTS URGED TO REMAIN WATER WISE  
Whilst we have good flows in the river at the moment, I would remind residents that water is a finite 
resource that should be conserved were possible, and given this, not to over water areas or let water run 
back into gutters. 
  
Whilst we have enjoyed good rainfall to go with the flow in the river, we should all still be mindful of the 
impacts of the drought conditions which we have recently experienced for an extended period and the 
loss of trees and other vegetation that resulted. 
  
The transformation in the overall landscape with the availability of water has been quite amazing. I was 
speaking to a visitor last week who last visited Bourke at the height of the drought when the strong water 
restrictions were in place. They could not believe the overall difference that the rain had made to the 
district. 
  
QUOTE OF THE WEEK! 
  “As much as talent counts, effort counts twice.”  

Angela Duckworth 
 
28 May 2020 
 
CCTV NETWORK 
Council is continuing to extend the CCTV security network in Bourke and this week contractors installed 
two (2) new cameras, one (1) at the western end of Mitchell Street  and the other on the Mitchell 
Highway as you come into town from North Bourke.  
  
These two (2) additional cameras were included in an application for funding from the State Government 
to enhance the coverage of the network.  
  
The cameras are utilised by the Police on a daily basis and the footage has proven to be very useful. A 
visible security camera can serve as a deterrent that assists in preventing crime. Council will continue to 
expand the network in consultation with the Police as funding becomes available. 
 
COVID-19 RATES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY 
As part of the COVID-19 response and recovery initiatives Council is offering rate relief for community 
members and businesses suffering financial hardship. Council adopted at the ordinary meeting of Council 
on Monday the COVID-19 Rates and Financial Assistance Policy.  
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The Policy allows eligible Ratepayers to defer the next three (3)  quarterly rate instalments and request a 
payment plan. In addition, Council has suspended interest charges to eligible Ratepayers for the period 
approved in the application to ease the burden on businesses and community members. We want our 
community to know we are here to support them through these difficult circumstances. Applications 
form are available on the Council webpage or contact the office on 02 68308000 and speak to Councils 
Revenue Officer. 
 
BOURKE FILTERED WATER SUPPLY 
For the period 25th May 2020 to 25th June 2020 the filtered water supply for Bourke and North Bourke will 
be utilising water from the emergency water bore system. The water will be subject to a trial desalination 
process from the recently installed desalination plant, which has been funded by the New South Wales 
State Government.  
 
The operation of the desalination plant is designed to ensure that the sodium level in the town supply as 
a result of the desalination process is maintained at a maximum level 150mg/l. Previous testing of the 
bores shows the sodium concentrations range being from 289 mg/L to 353 mg/L.  
 
During the thirty (30) day trial period, it is anticipated that the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 
(ADWG) of 180mg/l in respect of sodium levels may be breached for short periods as the plant is shut 
down during the trial period . This will allow for modification should enable any modification works 
required to be made to the plant to be undertaken. 
 
The Australian Drinking Water Guidelines (AWDG) provides a value of 180 mg/L as the concentration at 
which people are likely to taste sodium in their drinking water. NSW Health has previously confirmed that 
the bore water is safe to drink. 
 
Anyone who may be concerned about the possible sodium in the water and the impact on their diet, 
should talk to their doctor for specific advice.  
 
BOURKE CERAMIC FACILITY 
The newly completed Ceramic Facility at the Bourke Airport should be operational shortly. The project 
was an initiative of the Bourke Arts Community who was successful in obtaining State Government 
funding of $60,000 for the project. The Bourke Arts Community undertook the work in conjunction with 
Bourke Shire. Housed in an existing but largely unused building has meant a major internal fit-out plus the 
purchase of equipment and the upgrade of electricity. 
 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF RICHARD STREET 
A reminder that Richard Street is closed at the intersection with Darling Street to allow the installation of 
a new stormwater pump station. At this stage, it is anticipated that the intersection will be closed for 
approximately one month with the street scheduled to re-open on the 22nd June 2020. 
 
The pump station is designed to allow the pumping of stormwater into the river when the height of the 
river is above the normal outlet pipes.  
 
In times of high river flow, the outlet pipes need to be blocked to stop water from flowing into the town.  
 
PLANS OF MANAGEMENT FOR CROWN RESERVES 
Council is currently drafting Plans of Management for the various Crown Reserves under its care and 
control. This is a State Government requirement under the Crown Land Management Act 2016. Part of 
the development of these plans includes seeking feedback from regular user groups. This includes any 
plans or suggestions for new infrastructure, upgrades to existing infrastructure and future maintenance 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 22 June 2020 

 

Item 22.4  Page 61 

or improvements on Crown Reserves. If you or your organisation regularly utilise a reserve, Council seeks 
your feedback about this matter. 
 
Feedback can be submitted via email to bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au or via post to PO Box 21 Bourke 
NSW 2840 by 4th June 2020. 
 
COVIDSafe Phone App 
I would ask residents to please consider the option of downloading the Australian Governments 
COVIDSafe phone app. It is suggested that you research the issue and then make your own decision as to 
whether you download the App. Information on the App is available by visiting: www.health.gov.au  
 
MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION INSPECTIONS 
As part of COVID-19 restrictions, Council previously announced the cessation of it undertaking Pink and 
Blue Slip Inspections for motor vehicle registrations “until further notice”. Given the recent relaxation of 
Public Health Orders associated with the Pandemic and following a review of available private providers 
available in Bourke to undertake registration inspections, it is advised that Council will no longer be 
undertaking Pink Slip Inspections at its Workshop. Council will continue to undertake Blue Slip inspections. 
Council will also continue to review the availability of private providers to undertake such Blue Slip 
inspections with a view to ultimately leaving both types of inspections to the private sector to undertake. 
 
Pink Slip Inspections can be booked at the following Authorised Inspection Stations:- 

 Bookings for Garfield’s can be made by calling 0427721136 

 Bookings for R & R Motors can be made by calling 68723100 

 Bookings for Simmo’s Outback Repairs can be made by calling 68722217  
 
Bookings for Council to undertake Blue Slip Inspections can now be made by phoning the Council Office 
on 68308000, noting that in undertaking such inspections, Council has in place procedures to ensure 
social distancing and hygienic practices are maintained. 
 
GRANT FUNDING 
Bourke Shire Council will be the recipient of $1,199,903 in grant funding announced by the Federal 
Minister for Local Government and Federal Member for Parkes, the Hon. Mark Coulton, MP this week. 
 
The funding announcement includes the establishment of a new $500 million “Local Road and 
Community Infrastructure Program” that can be utilised by Councils across Australia for a wide range of 
initiatives, with the intent to stimulate the economy and buy locally to assist in the recovery from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 
Local road projects to be delivered under the Program include, but are not limited to, constructing or 
improving bridges and tunnels, street lighting, and heavy vehicle facilities, such as rest areas. 
 
A broad range of community infrastructure projects will be eligible including new or upgraded bicycle and 
walking paths, community facilities, and picnic shelters and barbeque facilities at parks. 
 
Council staff have always tried to be on the front foot when it comes to having shovel ready projects. To 
this end, staff have recently met to identify potential projects when next applying for funds to ensure that 
projects as submitted align with Councils Community Strategic Plan and Delivery Program. 
 
Once the Funding Guidelines are provided, it is proposed that a workshop with Councillors be held so that 
the strategic priorities can be further determined and finalised. 
PLANNING FOR SPORTING AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES IN BOURKE SHIRE 

mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
http://www.health.gov.au/
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Back in July 2017, Council convened two (2) community /user group sessions in respect of planning for 
the future needs for Bourke’s sporting and recreational facilities.  
 
These sessions were facilitated, at the request of Bourke Shire Council, by the Office of Sport – Western 
Office, as an independent facilitator. Sessions were attended by the Mayor, Councillors and staff of 
Council along with community members, sport club representatives and interested community members.  
A total of 47 community members contributed to the two (2) planning sessions.  
 
The sessions were designed to gather information from the community, outlining in terms of Sport and 
Recreation in the LGA, what is done well and what is not done well. 
 
In addition, what infrastructure is good and what infrastructure is not good and or further needed, what 
future opportunities exist for expanding sport and recreation participation, holding of events, training and 
upskilling of community members to better manage their sporting environment into the future.  
 
As a result of the workshops, it was determined:- 

1. Increased cooperation and coordination between sporting groups 
2. The community is seeking to increase access to support structures, training and athlete 

development and volunteer training and recruitment. (Perhaps a volunteering 
recruitment/marketing program specifically targeting Bourke).  

3. That there may be opportunity to seek cost savings through alternate sport participation models.  
4. That continued upgrades and maintenance of the Coolican Oval, Davidson Oval and Central Park 

precinct remains the highest priority for the community.  
5. That the Pool, although a high cost item, is in need of significant works which is strongly 

supported by the community as its second most important works to be undertaken.  
6. That the Central Park precinct, toilets (which also supports the tennis/netball clubs) and shade for 

skate park and sport groups to train under during hot/wet weather is the third most important 
space for attention.  

7. Although only supported by one group (the’ to be formed Dragon Boat Club) a pontoon for 
multiuser groups at the wharf is achievable and would encourage greater river usage by the public 
and tourists.  

8. That the boat ramp requires some upgrade.  
 
The above were the identified as key needs of the community.  
Whilst there is still some work to undertake in relation to getting the various sporting groups to work 
together, all the infrastructure identified as being in need of repair, replacement or in need of being 
constructed on the priority list, have been improved. 
 
It is a credit to the community who worked collaboratively to identify the projects and to Council who 
looked at the strategic priorities and utilising both its own funds and grant funds to bring the priority 
“wish list” to a reality in a very short period of time.  
 
The three (3) items that remain outstanding follow:- 

 Increased cooperation and coordination between sport groups; 

 The community is seeking to increase access to support structures, training and athlete 
development and volunteer training and recruitment. (perhaps a volunteering 
recruitment/marketing program specifically targeting Bourke); and  

 That there may be opportunity to seek cost savings through alternate sport participation models.  
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The above matters are seen as being very important and it is proposed that through the assistance of 
Mark Horton of the New South Wales Office of Sport, to have another facilitated session to see how some 
of these outstanding items can be achieved.  
 
It is often said that the success of sporting clubs is based on strong and collaborative committees and 
administration and the training of both coaches and volunteers who act in numerous capacities seen as a 
crucial step in developing sports in rural areas.  
 
ACTIVE KIDS PROGRAM 
The NSW Government is helping children to get active with the Active Kids Program. 
 
The Active Kids Program provides two (2) $100 vouchers for parents, guardians and carers of school-
enrolled children to use towards sport and active recreation costs each year. 
 
Voucher One (1) is valid for the period January to December and Voucher Two (2) is valid from July to 
December. 
 
The vouchers may be used with a registered activity provider for registration, participation and 
membership costs for sport, fitness and active recreation activities. 
 
To use a voucher, find a registered activity provider and present your voucher when you sign up. 
 
The Active Kids program is one of more than 70 NSW Government rebates and savings that help with 
your cost of living. 
 
Mark Horton will during his next visit to Bourke explain how to access the Active Kids Vouchers to Parents 
Guardians and also the various sporting groups. 
 
The vouchers are designed to ensure all school aged children have the opportunity to participate in sport 
recognising that the costs can be quite high if individual children want to play multiple sports. 
 
ENERGY ACCOUNTS PAYMENTS ASSISTANCE 
If you're having difficulty paying your household energy account due to short-term financial issues or an 
emergency, such as unexpected medical bills or reduced income due to COVID-19, you could be eligible 
for Energy Accounts Payment Assistance (EAPA) $50 vouchers. 
 
EAPA vouchers are sent electronically to your energy retailer and used to credit your home electricity or 
gas account. EAPA vouchers can't be used to put your energy account into credit. 
Applying for EAPA vouchers involves an eligibility assessment. EAPA voucher limits apply and are based on 
your assessment. 
 
In terms of eligibility, applicants must:- 

 have an electricity or natural gas account for a NSW residential supply address, which is your 
primary place of residence   

 be the electricity or natural gas account holder (your account and bill must be in your name) 
 be experiencing a short-term financial crisis or emergency that has impacted your ability to pay 

your current residential energy bill (in full or in part) due to financial hardship.  
 
The link for applying for EAPA is: https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/energy-accounts-payment-
assistance-eapa-scheme   
 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/find-active-kids-provider
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/campaign/cost-living
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CENTRAL PARK 
Looking at Central Park over the weekend, I was impressed with just how good it is looking and what a 
difference the availability of water plus a couple of inches of rain makes.  The park is utilised considerably 
and caters for a wide array of users. The past few years have seen the fencing around the tennis courts 
repaired, the installation of the covered children’s playground equipment, the tennis clubhouse repaired, 
outdoor gym equipment installed, work on Poet’s Corner undertaken, the skate park constructed, new 
toilets, a half-court basketball court with lighting, and a number of new seats and tables erected. Shade 
sails have been erected over the skate park and further sails will be erected over the gym equipment in 
coming days. 
 
Further work is planned for around the Cenotaph and Poets Corner, along with repairs to the rotunda. 
These works will be undertaken with funding provided by the NSW Government as part of the extended 
CBD Beautification Plan. 
 
ABC NEWS COVERAGE OF BOURKE, LOUTH AND BREWARRINA 
Bourke, Louth and Brewarrina were the subject of a brief three-part series on the ABC News over the 
weekend with a focus on the Darling River. 
 
Dubbo based ABC journalist, Lucy Thackray, together with producer, Jen Ingall from Tamworth, put the 
series together and drove out to Bourke and the other towns to interview local people to get a feel for 
the impact of the drought and the change that has occurred since the river started to flow again. 
 
The focus was the revival of the river and the resulting change in dynamics of the respective communities 
and associated agriculture, showcasing  how after such a long period of drought and no flow in the river, 
the outlook has now dramatically improved. 
 
After such a long period of drought related stories, it is good to see a shift in focus to positive changes in 
the environment and the resilience shown by the flora and fauna which have bounced back brilliantly. 
Hopefully, these and like stories will inspire  people to come and visit and provide a boost for our tourist 
industry. From reports there has been some positive indications this will be the case, so well done and 
thank you to Lucy and Jen. 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK! 

“The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach your full potential... these 
are the keys that will unlock the door to personal excellence”.  

Confucius 
4 June 2020 
 
BOURKE TO DUBBO AIR LINKS 
Air Link Airlines have continued to operate their scheduled flights from Dubbo to Bourke and return 
throughout the COVID-19 pandemic on schedule and without cancellations or delays. Operating from 
Dubbo to Bourke and return three (3) days per week, the NSW Government subsidised air service is a 
service that is the envy of many localities in regional NSW. Full details of the service are available from 
their website at www.airlinkairlines.com.au. If you are a Government employee based in Bourke, please 
bring the service to the attention of your supervisor with a view to you utilising the service, or for that 
matter, your supervisor flying to Bourke. It is a very efficient use of time. 
  
CCTV NETWORK 
Council is continuing to extend the CCTV security network in Bourke and this week contractors installed 
two (2) new cameras, one at the western end of Mitchell Street and the other on the Mitchell Highway as 
you come into town from North Bourke.  

http://www.airlinkairlines.com.au/
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These two (2) additional cameras were included in an application for funding from the State Government 
to enhance the coverage of the network.  
 
The cameras are utilised by Bourke Police on a daily basis and the footage has proven to be very useful. A 
visible security camera can serve as a deterrent that assists in preventing crime. Council will continue to 
expand the network in consultation with the Police as funding becomes available. 
 
COUNCIL ADOPTS OPERATING PLAN 
Council met at the Back O’ Bourke Centre for its May 2020 Ordinary Meeting on 25 May 2020, with the 
layout of the meeting room taking into account social distancing requirements. A good amount of 
business was transacted at the meeting, with one of the more important decisions taken by Council being 
the adoption of Councils 2020/2021 Operational Plan, which includes Councils budget for the upcoming 
year. I congratulate Council staff on their work in respect of preparing the budget for Councils 
consideration and in doing so, exceeding the legislative timeframes for such document.    
 
PLANT HIRE TENDERS 
Council is currently inviting tenders from plant hire suppliers who wish to undertake work for Council 
during 2020/2021. Councils uses numerous contractors throughout any year and to provide all 
contractors the opportunity to be considered to undertake work as required, Council annually invites 
tenders. 
 
Council has been fortunate to have secured some significant grant funding for road works over the past 
year led by the reconstruction work on the Bourke to Wanaaring Road. 
 
SUCCESSFUL GRANT APPLICATIONS 
Bourke Shire Council was advised last week that it was successful in obtaining funding in Round 1 of the 
NSW Governments COVID-19 Stimulus Package available to showgrounds throughout the state for safety 
and maintenance upgrades. 
 
Council received $270,078.00 for the construction of a new toilet block and the installation of an 
automatic watering system at the Renshaw Oval Complex. Not only will the funding provide a boost for 
the showground in terms of strengthening showground infrastructure, it will also assist the community by 
supporting trade work and suppliers. 
 
$25 million dollars has been allocated by the State Government over two (2) years to assist in rebuilding 
171 regional showgrounds across our State and it was pleasing to be successful in the first round.  
 
There is a further round of funding available with applications closing on the 12th June 2020.  
Council acknowledges the NSW Government for this allocation of funding and further acknowledges NSW 
Crown Lands as the owner of this important facility. 
 
COUNCIL CONGRATULATES THE OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
At the May Ordinary Meeting Council resolved to express its appreciation to the staff at the Office of 
Local Government for their assistance in providing up to date and concise information during the COVID-
19 outbreak, which continues to date. 
 
The pandemic has been a stressful time for all in public office with information changing on a daily basis, 
which has in itself been a challenge to keep on abreast of, in what has been a rapidly changing 
environment. 
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The task has, however, been much easier by the information provided to councils by the Office of Local 
Government. 
 
The Office of Local Government have been able to provide up to date information relevant to the 
operation of most Councils and it has been appreciated. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY 
Each year councils across New South Wales contribute to the cost of running the NSW Rural Fire Service, 
the NSW Emergency Service and Fire and Rescue NSW through the Emergency Services Levy (ESL). 
 
The amount invoiced to Bourke Shire Council in respect of its contribution for the ESL for 2020-2021 was 
an approximate increase of close to $63,000.00 over the 2019-2020 contribution. $58,605.00 of this 
increase is attributable to the increase in the contribution to the Rural Fire Service. 
 
Whilst Council anticipated an increase in the contribution, the level of increase is far in excess of the 
anticipated increase. 
 
The bulk of the increase is to fund assistance to those emergency services workers who contract cancer 
which is primarily attributed to their employment or service with the relevant emergency service.  
 
The contribution to the Rural Fire Service for the Barwon Darling Zone which includes Bourke increased 
by 42.75%, which is far greater than the allowable rate increase of 2.6% identified by Government for 
2020-2021. 
 
When the 2.6% rate increase is applied to Councils General Rate, it means that for 2020-2021,  total 
general income amounts to $58,282, resulting in the total increase having to be directed to funding the 
increase in contribution to the Rural Fire Service. 
 
Council supports the advocacy being undertaken by Local Government New South Wales in trying to have 
the State Government pick any shortfall in provision of benefits to those firefighters who have suffered 
from illness directly related to their service in the emergency services. 
 
The NSW Government has previously picked up the increase in 2018-2019 and have again agreed to meet 
the increase in 2020-2021 which is very much appreciated. However, both LGNSW and Council would like 
to see this commitment continued into the future. 
 
WAIVER OF FOOD PREMISES INSPECTION FEE 
At its ordinary meeting of 25 May 2020, Bourke Shire Council resolved to waive the food premises 
inspection fee for Food Shops within Bourke Shire for the current financial year. 
 
The decision of Council was in response to a report provided to the meeting by Councils Manager of 
Environmental Services, Mr Dwayne Willoughby, which recognised the impact of COVID-19 and the 
resultant restrictions, on those businesses operating as restaurants, coffee shops and similar 
establishments. 
 
The report noted that as per the COVID-19 Public Health Order, such establishments were unable to 
serve dine in meals and relied on their takeaway trade. 
 
Notwithstanding the Public Health Orders of the time, Council is still required to conduct inspections of 
retail food businesses to ensure compliance with the Food Act 2003 and Food Safety Standards. 
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Given these requirements, Council considered it was important that these businesses were supported 
through what has been a particularly tough time, and in this regard Council resolved to waive the food 
premises inspection fee for Food Shops within Bourke Shire for the current financial year. 
 
Recent changes to the Local Government Act gave the authority to Council to waiver the fees without 
undertaking public notice requirements where the proposed changes were in response to COVID-19. 
 
NEW CEO FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT NEW SOUTH WALES (LGNSW) 
LGNSW President Linda Scott has announced that Mr Scott Phillips will take up the full-time role of Chief 
Executive of Local Government NSW from 6 July 2020.  Scott previously served as Chief Executive of 
Sutherland Shire Council from 2015-18, heading up 1800 employees and managing an annual operating 
budget of some $250 million. Prior to his time at Sutherland Shire, Scott served as Chief Executive at 
Hornsby Shire Council, where he was appointed Chief Executive in 2011 after three years as Director of 
Planning. 
 
As the peak Body for all NSW Councils, Scott’s experience as a General Manager will prove beneficial to 
both the Organisation and members. 
 
REVIEW OF NSW ELECTORAL DISTRICTS  
The 93 electoral districts in New South Wales are being reviewed, and the boundaries redrawn if 
necessary, to ensure an equal numbers of voters in each district. 
 
This process is called electoral redistribution and is required by legislation to take place after every 
second New South Wales State general election. The last New South Wales redistribution was finalised in 
2013, with the resulting boundaries in place for the 2015 and 2019 State elections. 
 
An electoral redistribution is a collaborative process involving input from the public, community groups, 
political participants and other stakeholders. 
The Electoral Districts Redistribution Panel invites written suggestions and comments on suggestions 
relating to the distribution of New South Wales into electoral districts. 
 
Key Dates are as follows:- 

 Monday, 1 June 2020 – Suggestion period opens; 
 Wednesday, 1 July 2020 – Suggestion period closes; 
 Thursday, 2 July 2020 – Comments period opens; 
 Wednesday, 15 July 2020 – Comments period closes. 

 
Whilst understanding the need for the principal of one vote for one person to be maintained, I often feel 
for those elected members whose electorates take in the sparsely populated areas of Australia. These 
elected members, both at Federal and State Government level, have enormous areas to cover and 
perhaps consideration could be given to the geographic situation of each electorate.  
 
Full details are available at: www.elections.nsw.gov.au/redistribution 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Monday, 1 June 2020 saw the easing of certain restrictions previously imposed in respect of COVID-19.  
 
These restrictions relate to such matters as:- 

 Travel within NSW 
There are now no limitations to travelling within NSW for the purposes of work, school, exercise or 
visiting family and friends. You may travel to regional NSW for a holiday with up to ten people being able 
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to stay in a holiday home. More than ten people can stay in a holiday home if they are all members of the 
same household. 
 

 Pubs and Clubs 
Pubs, clubs and small bars may open with restrictions. Capacity must not exceed 50 customers or one 
customer per 4 square metres (excluding staff) per existing separate seated food or drink area, whichever 
is the lesser. Venues, such as clubs and licensed hotels, may have multiple existing seated areas. Bowlers 
on a green are not to be counted in the total number of persons on the premises. There can be no more 
than 10 Bowlers on a green at any one time. 
 

 Cafes and Restaurants 
Cafes and restaurants may open with restrictions. Capacity must not exceed 50 customers or one 
customer per 4 square metres in an existing seated dining area, whichever is the lesser. Bookings can only 
be to a maximum of 10 people. Anyone entering the premises must provide their name and contact 
details, including a telephone or email address. Operators must have a COVID-19 Safety Plan and keep a 
record of all people entering the premises. 
  

 Worship 
A maximum of 50 people (adults and children) can attend a religious gathering or attend a place of 
worship for private worship. The maximum applies to the whole of the venue, even where men and 
women worship in separate areas. Services can be streamed or recorded to enable people to engage in 
worship. People attending a place of public worship will be required to provide their name and contact 
details when they enter so that they can be used for contact tracing. 
 

 Funerals 
Up to 50 people may attend a funeral or memorial service. The limit to the number of people who may 
attend includes adults and children and excludes the people necessary to conduct the service such as the 
funeral director and their staff. People attending the service will be required to supply their name and 
contact details so that they can be used for contact tracing. 
 

 Weddings 
In addition to the couple, the people conducting or assisting in the conduct of the wedding, a 
photographer, videographer, and up to 20 guests (including adults and children) may attend a wedding. 
People attending will be required to provide their name and contact details so that they can be used for 
contact tracing. 
  
Full details of all the current restrictions are available at www.nsw.gov.au/covid with residents urged to 
remain vigilant against the virus and continue to practice social distancing and good personal hygiene 
techniques. 
  
Remember, in practicing social distancing, assume that you have the virus, or the person you are near has 
the virus. 
  
QUOTE OF THE WEEK! 

“Time is an equal opportunity employer. Each human being has exactly the same number of 
hours and minutes every day. Rich people can't buy more hours. Scientists can't invent new 
minutes. And you can't save time to spend it on another day. Even so, time is amazingly fair 
and forgiving. No matter how much time you've wasted in the past, you still have an entire 
tomorrow.”  
           Denis Waitley 

 

http://www.nsw.gov.au/covid
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11 June 2020 
 
PV JANDRA SET TO OPERATE AT THE END OF JUNE 
Council has received numerous enquiries as to when the PV Jandra will once again be operational. In this 
regard it is advised that plans are in place that should see this popular attraction cruising at the end of 
June 2020. 
 
The PV Jandra is subject to strict regulatory requirements including the need to have the boat inspected 
on a regular basis to ensure that it is compliant with all statutory requirements given that it can carry up 
to 100 people. 
 
The inspection process has been undertaken and PV Jandra remains compliant and able to operate. 
It has been almost two (2) years since the Jandra last travelled along the Darling River and this has 
significantly impacted on Bourke’s ability to encourage tourists to stay additional time in the Shire. 
It was sad to see the Jandra sitting on a sea of mud as the river dried up but fortunately, we now have a 
good flow in the river and the boat is able to operate. 
 
As with all tourism facilities and similar attractions, the use of the boat can only be undertaken in 
accordance with the Public Health Orders in respect of COVID-19, including the ability to be able to 
provide for social distancing and the one person per four (4) square metre rule. 
 
Council recognises the value of the Jandra to the tourism product of Bourke and have been working to 
ensure its operation as soon as practical. 
 
REPAIR WORK ON CROSSLEY ENGINE  
The Crossley Engine, located in the Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct at the northern end of Sturt Street, 
Bourke, is a great attraction for many visitors to Bourke, particularly those with an interest in old 
machinery. Unfortunately, the engine is currently out of operation due to a failed piston. As with 
machinery of this vintage, the repairs are often both time consuming and expensive with parts difficult to 
procure or, in many cases, having to be machined. 
 
Maintenance and repair work on the Crossley have for a number of years been undertaken by Don Burns 
of Narromine who has a good knowledge of the engine which has proved invaluable. It is hoped that the 
Crossley will be up and running within the next few weeks. 
 
BACK O’ BOURKE EXBHIBITION CENTRE (BOBEC) OPEN 
The BOBEC has reopened to the public following the recent relaxation of COVID-19 restrictions. 
Notwithstanding, there are still a number of protocols that need to be followed by both visitors and 
Council staff. As part of the reopening, Council was required to develop a COVID-19 Safety Plan for the 
facility which sets out operating guidelines. 
 
There were good numbers of visitors to Bourke over the long weekend with numerous caravans travelling 
to Bourke to enjoy the attractions that the town has to offer. It is expected that visitor numbers to Bourke 
will continue to increase with  access to a number of states still closed and, based on media reports, are 
likely to stay closed for at least another two (2) or three (3) months. 
 
With overseas travel unlikely to recommence in the short term, those people keen to travel are looking at 
travel into those parts of Australia that do not have restrictions in relation to access imposed at the 
current time. 
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Bourke’s iconic status and with its name firmly entrenched in Australian folklore, seems to be on many 
people’s “bucket list” and hopefully this translates to an ongoing increase in tourist activity. Such 
increased activity will be warmly welcomed by those in the hospitality and accommodation industry who 
have seen a dramatic disruption and downturn to their businesses over the last three (3) months. 
 
COUNCIL OFFICES AND LIBRARY RE-OPENED 
Both the Council’s Offices, Service NSW and the Bourke Public Library are open with both having a 
number of procedures in placed designed to provide an increased level of safety for both staff and 
residents. 
 
We live in a changed world and it is important that everyone makes the required adjustments and comply 
with the conditions and procedures put in place in a bid to halt the spread of COVID-19. 
 
RATES PAYMENTS ABLE TO BE DEFERRED (COVID-19 RATES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY) 
As part of the COVID-19 response and recovery initiatives, Council is offering rate relief for community 
members and businesses suffering financial hardship. Council adopted its Rates and Financial Assistance 
Policy at its May 2020 Ordinary Meeting of Council.  
 
The Policy allows eligible Ratepayers to defer the next three (3) quarterly rate instalments and request a 
payment plan. In addition, Council has suspended interest charges to eligible ratepayers for the period 
approved in the application to ease the burden on businesses and community members. Council is keen 
to ensure that residents are aware that Council is there to support them through these difficult 
circumstances. Application forms are available on the Council webpage: www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
or contact the office on 02 68308000 and speak to Councils Revenue Officer. 
 
COOPERATION OF ALL RESIDENTS SOUGHT IN COMPLYING WITH PUBLIC HEALTH ORDERS 
There is no coincidence in my opinion that the spread of COVID-19 within Australia has been less than 
initially anticipated due to the strict rules introduced in relation to movements and gatherings very early 
by the Commonwealth and State Governments. Equally as important is the overwhelming number of 
people who complied with the requirements. 
 
Across the nation there have been many sacrifices made. The economic impact on our nation and the 
world more generally will undoubtedly be felt for some time to come. It is easy to become complacent as 
the restrictions are gradually lifted, however, we all must continue to be vigilant if we are to see the 
terrible virus brought under control and life as we know it return to what we had long regarded as 
normal.  
 
There is a cautious optimism in relation to the re-opening of facilities and these re-openings are subject 
to controls and conditions and the development and implementation of safety plans. 
 
BYROCK ROCK HOLES RESERVE LAND MANAGER  
The Minister for Water, Property and Housing is seeking nominations for board appointments to the 
Byrock Rock Holes Reserve Land Manager. Appointments are for up to five (5) years and are voluntary. It 
is expected that members of the board live within or in close proximity to the reserve.  
 
A copy of the advertisement was placed in the Western Herald newspaper last week. 
 
The closing date for applications is Friday 3rd July 2020 and can be lodged via the following link: 
https://portal.crownland.nsw.gov.au 
 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
https://portal.crownland.nsw.gov.au/
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The Byrock Rock Holes are a very important piece of the history of Bourke Shire and a lot of work has 
been undertaken by National Parks and Wildlife in developing the site, including the erection of signage 
to explain the history of this very cultural significant area. 
 
ROADS UPDATE 
Hungerford Road (Main Road 404), also known as the Dowling Track, has been the subject of an injection 
of funds that has resulted in a sealing project between Bourke and Fords Bridge being recently 
completed. A total of 8.2km of road has been reconstructed and sealed with all the construction work 
being undertaken by Council staff and local contractors. 
  
Repairs to the West Culgoa Road have recently been completed, with the repairs required as a result of 
damage caused by the rain events in March of this year. The works undertaken included the installation 
of several new culverts and the importation of new gravel for several areas severely damaged by the rain 
event. Whilst the rain was extremely welcome, Councils such as Bourke Shire that are responsible for 
extensive unsealed road networks are ultimately faced with significant repair bills following rain events. 
  
Work has also been undertaken on improving access on the sandy section of Bundy Road which has 
caused a large degree of trouble for many travellers. 
  
Preparations are currently underway in relation to works under the State Highway Heavy Patching 
Program with several areas on the Bourke to Brewarrina Road and the Bourke to Cobar Road having been 
identified for repair under the Program. 
 
MAIN STREET DEVELOPMENT 
The work on the redevelopment of the main street and adjacent CBD continues. The addition of the 
polished rocks and flowers certainly gives the area a lift and is drawing a considerable amount of positive 
comment from locals and visitors alike. 
 
The long running drought certainly slowed the ability to complete the finishing touches on the area and 
the addition of the trees and flowers brings the whole area to life which was the intention of the project.  
 
There is still further work to complete with the works soon to extend into Mitchell Street and Central 
Park. It is anticipated that work will continue for up to another twelve months which not only provides for 
the beautification of our town but also creates employment opportunities. 
 
SHOWGROUND GRANTS 
Round two (2) of the Showground Grants developed by the State Government as part of the COVID-19 
Stimulus Package close this week and Council intends to submit additional applications for projects that 
will potentially result in the further development of the Renshaw Oval Recreational Reserve. The Reserve 
plays a very important role in the social fabric of Bourke. Already home to the Annual Show, Back O’ 
Bourke Picnic Races, Bourke Gun Club and Bourke Pony Club, improved facilities at Renshaw Oval would 
see a number of other activities being staged at the location that make use of both the built structures 
and also the wide expanse of space within the race track itself. 
 
Functions such as Senior Citizens Week Activities have been held at the Oval, and with the improvements 
to the kitchen, roofing and with the planned upgrading of toilet facilities, the complex is much more user 
friendly. The facility has also benefitted from the acquisition of furniture previously utilised at the Back O’ 
Bourke Convention Centre. 
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Modern sporting precincts are multi-purpose and Renshaw Oval is a good example of this and the 
establishment of a Renshaw Oval Users Groups Advisory Committee means that improvements made to 
the facility can be in accordance with the priorities set by that Committee. 
 
TOUR de OROC 
Chair of the Tour de OROC Committee, Mathew Dickerson, will present the proceeds of the fund-raising 
efforts resulting from the 2019 Tour de OROC to the Macquarie Homestay Committee at a function to be 
held at Dubbo Toyota on Monday 15th June 2020. 
 
The 2019 event was the fourth time the Tour de OROC had been staged with some $500,000.00 being 
raised in total during that period. 
 
Locally, Bourke Rotary Club and Bourke Shire Council have assisted in the coordination of the event as it 
has passed through Bourke and each time have been able to contribute a substantial amount of money to 
assist in the fund-raising efforts. 
 
I am aware of various people from Bourke having utilised Macquarie Homestay at various times and all 
have been glowing in their reports. I am in fact one of those who has utilised the facility and I can add my 
personal endorsement of the amenities and facilities provided. 
 
The event has a regional focus which is fitting as those utilising the facility come from areas west of 
Dubbo and other towns for which Dubbo serves as their regional centre for specialist health services. 
 
CANCELLATION OF DESALINATION PLANT TRIAL 
The 30-day trial of the desalination plant has been suspended with Council reverting back to river water 
for its filtered water supply. 
 
The emergency bore system is still able to be utilised should it be required, however, at this stage is not 
subject to the desalination process. 
 
WATER RESTRICTIONS POTENTIALLY LOOMING 
The current river level is 4.05 metres with water ceasing to flow over the weir at around 3.98 metres. 
Once the water stops flowing over the weir, Level One (1) Water Restriction will be introduced. 
 
The river has dropped from 4.13 metres on Monday, 1st June 2020 which equates to a drop of around 
one (1) centimetre per day. 
 
While there are a number of factors which can influence the river level it is anticipated that restrictions 
could be considered later this week.  
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Council meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on 22nd June 2020 and is again likely to be 
held at the Back O’ Bourke Convention Centre depending on what changes are made to the COVID-19 
Public Health Orders over the next two (2) weeks. 
 
The meeting will commence at 9.15am and will again be live steamed with the link for the livestream 
being advised on Councils Website at around 9.00am on the meeting day. 
 
There is no public forum planned to be held at this stage, however, if any resident would like to raise any 
issue in relation to the items on the agenda they are invited to do so by forwarding the matter they wish 
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to raise to Council via email: bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au  or via telephone 68308000 ensuring that 
these are done by 8.30am on meeting day. 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“Running away from a problem only increases the distance from the solution.” – Anonymous 
 
18 June 2020 
 
HERITAGE ADVICE 
Council’s Heritage Advisor, Kate Higgins, will be visiting Bourke on Tuesday, 23 June 2020.  Kate will be 
available to meet with anyone to discuss heritage matters they may have.  This is a free service and is 
available for property owners and/or interested people who are seeking information or advice in relation 
to heritage buildings, renovations/restorations, tourism opportunities etc. 
  
Council is again calling for applications for grant funding under the Local Heritage Fund. These small 
grants are offered in conjunction with the NSW Government on a $ for $ basis to private homeowners for 
restoration and repair work. Application forms can be downloaded from Council’s website and are also 
available at Council’s Office and the Bourke Public Library.  Application forms can be emailed and/or 
posted to potential applicants, if required.  Applications close at 4.00pm on Friday, 17 July 2020. 
  
Please contact Council’s Environmental Services Department on 6830 8000 for any further information on 
heritage matters, including the Local Heritage Fund, or to make an appointment to speak with Council’s 
Heritage Advisor. 
 
LOCAL ECONOMY  
Local businesses have been coping reasonably well with the downturn caused by COVID-19 and some 
have benefitted from the job keeper payments which have also resulted in an income boost to local retail 
stores.  
 
The last two (2) weeks have seen the re-opening of seven (7) of the eight (8) businesses that had to close 
due to the Pandemic, in accord with the easing of COVID-19 restrictions. These re-openings have been of 
great benefit not only to the owners and employees of those businesses, but the community more 
generally. 
 
I would encourage residents to support those businesses who had to close for either an extended period, 
or work on a restricted basis, to ensure that the retail sector of Bourke is able to not only survive but 
thrive.  
 
SHADE SAILS 
Works have been completed on the installation of shade sails over the playground equipment in Jones 
Park and the exercise equipment in Central Park. The funding for these shade sails was sourced from the 
‘Everyone Can Play Grant Program’. This Program followed a commitment from the NSW Government to 
support Councils in creating both new and upgrading existing play spaces across NSW to ensure people of 
all ages, abilities and cultural backgrounds had the opportunity to play. 
  
BOURKE ABORIGINAL EMPLOYMENT PROSPERITY STRATEGY (BAEPS) 
Bourke Shire Council partnered with Maranguka to establish the Bourke Aboriginal Prosperity Strategy  
(BEAPS) some two (2) years ago and BAEPS had four (4) major objectives:-  

 To ensure that an active local jobs board is maintained. 

 To ensure that an active State Government Services, local contact board is maintained and access 
to State Government contacts is more readily available. 

mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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 To provide better local liaison between unemployed youth and employers. 

 To provide a central register of all Government and Non-Government programs operating in the 
Bourke region. 

 
For the best part, these objectives have been largely achieved despite the adverse economic conditions 
faced by Bourke as a result of the drought and the temporary closure of the abattoir which was seen as a 
major employment opportunity source.  
 
The economy of Bourke received a significant boost due to the widespread rain and a good water flow in 
the river when the COVID-19 Pandemic commenced putting a significant dent in the economy locally and 
causing some businesses to close and others to scale back. 
 
However, over the past few weeks, Senior Project Officer with BEAPS, Michael McDowell, has seen a 
turnaround in jobs advertised now that COVID-19 restrictions have eased and the ability to train new staff 
for local businesses and agencies can take place and hopefully will result in further job opportunities 
being developed. 
 
There are currently twelve jobs on the Bourke Jobs Board. The Jobs Board can be readily accessed by 
searching the internet for: Bourke Jobs Board. 
 
Unfortunately, the proposed 2020 Employment EXPO for high school students across the region may not 
eventuate due to COVID-19. The ability to hold the event is dependent on the COVID-19 restrictions and 
how they will be applied to the school environment.   
 
Michael is working on a Plan B at this stage with staff at Bourke High School which may take the form of a 
seminar in term four (4) to enhance application and resume preparation along with presentations on 
interview skills for those students looking to join the workforce. 
 
It is important that persons seeking employment are able to compile good applications to ensure they are 
able to get shortlisted for an interview. At the same time, applicants then need to be able to enter the 
interview process with confidence and have an expectation of what questions may be posed during the 
interview and how they would respond to those questions.  
  
REPAIR WORK ON CROSSLEY ENGINE  
Council is pleased that local mechanic Brodie Parry will be working alongside Don Burns in undertaking 
the repairs to the Crossley Engine, located adjacent to the Bourke Wharf in Sturt St, Bourke. Brodie has 
recently finished his apprenticeship with Bourke Shire Council and has demonstrated a strong interest in 
the Crossley. It will be good to have someone locally based who can effect repairs as they are required. 
 
TOURIST ACTIVITY 
In the short period that the Back O’ Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre has been reopened since the 
easing of COVID-19 restrictions, visitors have started to arrive from along the east coast of NSW and/or 
the Melbourne region in Victoria. 
 
Predominately travelling with caravans, the visitors are keen on visiting the Back O’ Bourke Centre, Mount 
Oxley and traversing the Darling River exploring its unique camping spots and the communities along this 
developing tourist trail. 
 
If the June long weekend is a gauge to go by and coupled with the reopening of the NSW/Queensland, 
then the upcoming July school holidays should also see strong visitor numbers. 
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Staff at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre anticipate the balance of what will be a very shortened 
season (pending COVID-19) to be very busy. Visitor enquiries have doubled on this time last year and the 
restrictions of travel have resulted in tourists looking at local destinations much more closely.   
 
NEW TOURISM CONCEPT 
The introduction of tourism flights over the Bourke area have been started by Steve and Jenny Greentree. 
These flights add another dimension to the tourist activities available in Bourke. Steve and Jenny are to be 
congratulated for “looking outside the square” in developing this new venture. 
 
With an anticipated increase in domestic visitation across the Nation, due to the ongoing overseas travel 
restrictions, it is important that Bourke is able to provide a wide range of activities to cater as best it can 
for the diverse interests of visitors. 
 
RATES PAYMENTS ABLE TO BE DEFERRED (COVID-19 RATES FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POLICY) 
As part of the COVID-19 response and recovery initiatives, Council is offering rate relief for community 
members and businesses suffering financial hardship. Council adopted its Rates and Financial Assistance 
Policy at its May 2020 Ordinary Meeting of Council.  
 
The Policy allows eligible Ratepayers to defer the next three (3) quarterly rate instalments and request a 
payment plan. In addition, Council has suspended interest charges to eligible ratepayers for the period 
approved in the application to ease the burden on businesses and community members. Council is keen 
to ensure that residents are aware that Council is there to support them through these difficult 
circumstances. Application forms are available on the Council webpage: www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
or by contacting the office on 02 68308000 and speaking to Councils Revenue Officer. 
 
ROADS UPDATE 
Work has been undertaken on Rural Local Road (RLR) 4, Bundy Road, utilising funding from Councils 
Roads to Recovery Funding with the work focusing on the gravelling of the sand hills, which have been a 
problem for many motorists. 
  
All State highways slashing crew of the high grass is currently underway with the grass height exceeding 
the safety level governed by Transport for NSW. This has come on in result of all of the rain events that 
we have enjoyed over the last few months.  
  
On the Bourke to Cobar Road (Kidman Way) motorists will notice there are several worksites set up with 
signage.  
 
These sites mark the beginning of the Heavy Patching program that will continue for a few weeks. Short 
delays in your travel time are expected as the crew makes its way towards the Cobar Boundary. Please be 
patient and adhere to speed zones as we are making the road surface better for all. 
  
SHOWGROUND GRANTS 
Council has submitted further applications for funding under the State Government’s Stimulus Package 
which provides for funding for works on showgrounds across the State. A total of some $13 million was 
allocated under Phase 1 of the package with the remaining $12 million, from a total package of $25 
million, to be allocated under Phase 2. 
 
Council’s first priority in the applications lodged in respect of Phase 2 is the construction of a large shade 
structure which can be utilised for protection from the elements when there are functions held at the JB 
Renshaw Sporting Complex. Again, the need for such a structure was identified following consultation 
with user groups. 

http://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au/
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Being a multi-purpose facility, it is important that any improvements are consistent with the requirements 
of the various user groups to maximise the benefits from the expenditure. 
 
All the recent improvements and applications for funding made in respect of the JB Renshaw Sporting 
Complex have been undertaken with the aim to ensure the ongoing maintenance and improvement of 
the facility, and importantly, to further increase utilisation of the multipurpose facility. 
 
As I have previously indicated, Bourke Shire is fortunate to have very good facilities in relation to sport 
and recreation. Councils focus has been to update and modernise the facilities it has rather than build 
additional facilities, which not only involves significant capital costs, but also includes the costs of ongoing 
maintenance. 
 
WATER RESTRICTIONS  
As of 1.00pm Sunday, 14 June 2020, the river level was at 4.03 metres (m), with water ceasing to flow 
over the weir at around 3.98 m. Once the water stops flowing over the weir, Level One (1) Water 
Restriction will be introduced.  
 
Level 1 Restrictions mean that watering is restricted to two (2) hours per day, either between 6.00am and 
8.00am or 6.00pm and 8.00pm. 
 
The level had dropped to 4.02m but the inflow from the rain on Saturday night saw a slight increase in 
the height to 4.04m before dropping back to 4.03m. 
 
The river has dropped from 4.15 metres on Monday, 1 June 2020 to the level of 4.02m prior to the rain    
late on 13 June which is a drop of 1 centimetre per day which is consistent with established usage 
patterns. 
 
At this stage there are no substantive flows upstream and only further local rain will prevent the 
introduction of restrictions. 
 
Whilst there are a number of factors which can influence the river level, it is anticipated that restrictions 
will be in place later in the week unless we get a substantive rain event. 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Council meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on 22 June 2020 and is again likely to be 
held at the Back O’ Bourke Convention Centre, depending on what changes are made to the COVID-19 
Public Health Orders. 
 
The meeting will commence at 9.15am and will again be live steamed with the link for the livestream 
being advised on Councils Website at approximately 9.00am on the meeting day. 
 
There is no public forum planned to be held at this stage, however, if any resident would like to raise any 
issue in relation to the items on the agenda they are invited to do so by forwarding the matter they wish 
to raise to Council via email: bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au  or via telephone 68308000, ensuring that 
these are done by 8.30am on meeting day. 
  
2021 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
The NSW Government has announced that the Local Government Elections will be held on Saturday, 4 
September 2021. 
 

mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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It follows the decision to postpone the September 2020 Council Elections for 12 months because of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic to ensure the health and safety of candidates, voters and NSW Electoral Commission 
staff.  
 
The NSW Electoral Commissioner made the request to postpone the elections. 
 
Minister for Local Government, the Hon Shelley Hancock, has advised that current Councillors will 
continue to hold their civic offices until the rescheduled local government elections are held on 4 
September 2021. 
 
The decision to postpone elections was not taken lightly and was made to provide certainty for Councils 
and communities across the State. 
 
The State Government has previously indicated that the election cycle will not change meaning that the 
elections following those in 2021 will be held in 2024 meaning that those Councillors currently in office 
will serve for a five-year term and those Councillors elected in 2021 will serve for a three-year term. 
 
WEBINAR HOSTED BY OFFICE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
Mayors, Councillors and General Managers from across the State took advantage of the opportunity to 
participate in a webinar with Premier Gladys Berejiklian and Minister for Local Government Shelley 
Hancock last week. 
 
The webinar was part of a series of Council webinars co-ordinated by Minister Hancock with relevant 
Ministers and public officials across Government to keep Mayors and General Managers up to date on 
the latest COVID-19 information and advice, and answer their questions. 
 
A range of issues were discussed during the webinar including:- 

 COVID-19 funding support for Councils; 
 Public Health Orders; 
 Local government representation on National Cabinet; 
 Postponement of Council elections; 
 Bushfire-related support; 
 Joint Organisation funding; and,  
 Election costs. 

 
Council has previously acknowledged the excellent level of communication that has been provided by the 
Office of Local Government in relation to COVID-19 and its impact on Councils across the State. 
 
 QUOTE OF THE WEEK 

“Continuous effort–not strength or intelligence–is the key to unlocking our potential.” 
 Winston Churchill 

 

Resolution  2020/216  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 22 
June 2020 be noted. 

Carried 
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22.5 TOURISM & EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: T4.1 

Author: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism & Events 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council with an updated status 
report for May, relating to its tourism teams activities through visual data including graphs and statistic to allow for 
the measurement of the team progress and performance. 

Current Situation 

General Activities May 2020 

 In November of this year, the NSW Variety Bash will converge on Bourke with an estimated 300 participants for 
an overnight stay, that will involve a dinner and breakfast. We are continuing to work with the organisers of this 
event 

 Tourism Operators – staff have been working with local businesses on updating their advertising collateral, 
online presence through ATDW and obtaining up to date information about operating hours for the visitor 
centre 

 Council has been fortunate enough to secure the service of 
a captain for the operation of the Jandra Paddle Vessel for 
the remainder of the 2020 season. We anticipate the 
Jandra will commence operating along the river from the 
1st July. General maintenance is continuing 

 The Dowling Track tear-off maps have been delivered and 
distributed  

 Staff have been sourcing new “Bourke” branded souvenirs 
and general merchandise that will cater to not only the 
corporate market but visitors looking to purchase a gift 
from Bourke 

 The Back O’ Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre was 
closed for May (COVID-19 restrictions) and renovations are 
continuing to progress in B1 of the Centre  

 Staff returning to work and preparing for the centre’s 
reopening 

 Working on new promotional literature for the Jandra, 
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre, Crossley Engine, What’s 
On, Visitor Information Boards and Back O’ Bourke Bus 
tours 

 Drive through visitor centre set up and compliant with 
COVID19 safe restrictions  

 Risk assessments and COVID information completed and 
distributed through the centre 

 Crossley Engine currently in service mode, scheduled to be back in service by July 1st 

 Work is continuing at the Outback Arena in preparation for the new Outback Show that will see one of our well-
known local identities- showcase Bourke to the visiting public 

 Regular maintenance continuing with the centre's gardens 

 Plans are commencing on the update of interpretive displays on the PV  Jandra  
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Branding Proposal 
Whilst the branding proposal 
has finalised its colour palette, 
the brand for Bourke is still in its 
infancy and with any rollout of a 
new brand, there is a process to 
develop, introduce and 
establish its place in the market.  
Consistency is key at the 
moment and with the launch of 
a new brand we are currently 
making sure that every piece of 
collateral, to signage, to our 
email signature, is the same 
tune. 
 
Everything we do to implement 
the brand will relate to its Brand 
Framework. The Framework 
provides our reference point to 
check that whatever we are 
producing is on-brand.  
 
 
 
Destination Macquarie Marshes Project 
Bourke shire, along with other 
shires including (Warren, 
Bogan, Walgett, Coonamble 
and Brewarrina) have 
collaborated with Riversmart 
Australia on the Destination 
Macquarie Marshes Project 
that will see the installation of 
directional and interpretive 
signage across each of their 
shire’s to assist with promoting 
the Macquarie Marshes based 
in the Warren shire.  
 
The Destination Macquarie 
Marshes Project will see a 
series of wildlife viewing 
platforms and a 1.8-kilometre 
boardwalk installed at the 
Macquarie Marshes. 
RiverSmart's Window on the 
Wetlands Centre in Warren will 
also be augmented to provide a 
visitor information centre for 
the marshes.  
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Website 
We are in the process of developing a new destination-marketing website that will replace the current "Visit 
Bourke" website, which is now dated, difficult to update, and no longer serving the needs of visitors. We require a 
striking, contemporary website that works across devices (mobile to desktop), services the best content the region 
has to offer for visitors and is cost-effective and easy to manage. 
 
The new website will provide many advantages & benefits for all of our tourism operators and organisations within 
not only our shire but the region as well. 
 
Deliver a striking and customer-centric web presence that is easy to use, fully responsive across devices and 
connects visitors with the rich variety of cultural experiences across the region. 
 
Provide a destination marketing-focused platform that is cost-efficient, easy to maintain, and enables as much 
automation of content as possible, via social feeds, ATDW & Zomato integration, and integrations with third-party 
tools. 
 
Provide powerful search and filtering tools to enable visitors to quickly browse and connect with content relevant to 
their interests. 
 
Rapid development – as the website is platform-based, new websites can be designed and delivered in a fraction of 
the time for a conventional website. 
 
Integrate social feeds to enable the real-time display of content from operators and listings with minimal 
involvement from site managers. 
 
Provide a story-telling toolset to enable the creation of rich and relevant curated content for visitors. 
 
Curate a content-rich blog with up-to-date and unique content on insider experiences and local happenings. 
 
Advanced tracking and analytics tools integrated with Google Analytics to provide rich data and event capture on 
visitor behaviour and trends. 
 
Drive more conversions across many goals, including bookings, newsletter signups, social engagement and more. 
 
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Figures:- 

  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Jan  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 1109 

Feb  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 1043 386 

Mar 810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1274 1021 412 

April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 4024 3166 COVID-19 0 

May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 4770 3693 COVID-19 0 

June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 5634 4490  

July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834  

Aug 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 5548 4052  

Sept 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 4676 3601  

Oct 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 3574  2222  

Nov 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 1014 1220  

Dec 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 630 860  

Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 39454 32984  
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Upcoming Events 2020 

(Pending COVID-19) 
 

When Event 

Monday 6th July - 7th August Art4Ag Exhibition 

Wednesday 12th- Thursday 13th August NSW Variety Bash 

Sunday 16th - 19th August Ronnie Gibbs 7’s 

October/November NSW/ACT Variety Bash - Motorcycles 

Thursday 12th & Friday 13th November Theatre production- The Sapphires, performance at Enngonia 
and Gundabooka National Park 

 

Resolution  2020/217  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as presented 
to Council on 22 June 2020.   

Carried 
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22.6 MANAGER COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT-ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: S6.19.61 

Author: David Perry, Manager of Community Engagement 

Authoriser: Ross Earl, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The Bourke Shire Council Community Engagement report provides Council with a status update on 
activities undertaken by the Manager since the last Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Monday, 25 May 
2020. 
 
Current Situation 
Meetings Attended-webinar, phone conferences 

 Bourke and District Children’s services 

 RDA/Orana Business Impact COVID-19 

 SEGRA Regional Australia COVID-19 Discussions on Recovery 

 Economic development Network NSW Donut Economies 

 Economic Development Network NSW Reactivating Town Centres after COVID -19  

 COVID-19 Maranguka Working Group 

 SEGRA Identity of Rural, Regional and Remote Australia 

 Local Govt. Professionals Australia Service Reviews and COVID-19 Recovery. 
 
COVID-19 Safety Plan 
With restrictions being lifted in a number of areas, Council has been proactive and in-line with the NSW 
Government, developed a COVID -19 Master Safety Plan. The plan was developed to create and maintain 
a safe environment for workers and customers. Employers and business owners have a legal 
responsibility to ensure healthy and safe workplaces. This includes, as far as reasonably practicable, 
preventing or removing workplace factors (risks) to both physical and psychological safety, and where it is 
not possible to do so, reducing these factors and their impact. Risk assessments have been carried out in 
areas where Council officers may be in contact with the public. Council has been following the current 
COVID-19 Public Health Orders, and also managing the risks to staff and other people in accordance with 
Work Health and Safety laws. 
 
Dollar for Dollar Native Fish Restocking Program 
With the increase in flows in the Darling River earlier in the year, Council in association with the local 
fishing club have applied to the NSW Department of Primary Industries to participate in the restocking 
program. It is estimated that it takes around three-four years for fingerlings to reach maturity. Regular 
stocking of any river plays a vital role in maintaining a balanced river ecosystem.  
 
The program aims to:- 

-enhance recreational freshwater fishing opportunities 
-support local communities in the stocking of high value native fish species 
-assist in the development of regional aquaculture industries and 
-increase community and industry involvement in, and awareness of responsible stocking. 

 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 22 June 2020 

 

Item 22.6  Page 83 

Fish stocking is also recognised for assisting in reversing the impacts of introduced species to natural 
waterways. 
 
Post COVID-19 in Rural, Regional and Remote Australia 
I attended a webinar that was addressed by Dr. Jen Cleary who is the CEO of Centacare Catholic Country 
SA, an agency providing social service across a footprint in rural, regional and remote South Australia. 
Included is part of her published article for future discussion. 
 
“Any of the benefits of increased economic opportunity when recovery begins will be difficult to realise in 
RRR Australia without significant attention to the twin challenges of social and economic capacity building 
including workforce development, a rebuilding of community cohesion and a sense of confidence that the 
robustness of any such opportunities will present long-term sustainability rather than short-term (and 
possibly cyclic) economic gains. So it is imperative that both social and economic challenges are 
addressed simultaneously to best support our RRR communities to address recovery, and both need to be 
the focus of policymakers.” 
 

Resolution  2020/218  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Manager Community Engagement Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 22 June 2020. 

Carried 
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22.7 LIBRARY MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: L4.1 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Authoriser: David Perry, Manager of Community Engagement  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Activities conducted by the Bourke Public Library since the previous meeting of Council are report 
monthly. 
 
Current Situation 
The following items for the 2019/2020 period are presented for your information:- 
 

Item May 2019 May 2020 

Loans 767 249 

New Members. 13 7 

 
The library remained closed during March. While closed we continued to promote our online services. 
We have added the “Find My Past” database to our online collection this month. Law Week, Library & 
Information Week and National Simultaneous story time were all held this month, with our website and 
social media being utilised to promote these events. A variety of options were provided for participating 
in National Simultaneous story time online. While closed we were also able to complete a stocktake of 
the collection. 
 

Resolution  2020/219  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

That Council note the information in the Community Engagement Activity Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 22 June 2020. 

Carried 
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23 CLOSED COUNCIL   

PUBLIC REPRESENTATION OF COUNCIL 
In accordance with Section 10(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1993 A Council, or a committee of a 
Council, may allow members of the public to make representations to or at a meeting, before any part 
of the meeting is closed to the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 
 
Note: The opportunity was provided to members of the public to make representation to the meeting as 
to why the meeting should not closed for the consideration of the items listed. 
 
No members of the public were present, nor had any members of the public contacted the General 
Manager prior to the meeting. 
 

Resolution  2020/220 
Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 
The time being 9.50am 
1. That Council move into Closed Council to consider business identified, together with any late 

reports tabled at the meeting to consider the following agenda items:- 
 
23.1 Deed of Agreement - CAPRA PTY LTD - Proposed Sale of Bourke Abattoir 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (g) of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest as it deals with advice concerning litigation, or advice as comprises a 
discussion of this matter, that would otherwise be privileged from production in legal proceedings 
on the ground of legal professional privilege. 
 
23.2 Bourke Airport - Lease of Land 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (d)(i) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of a confidential 
nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it. 
 
23.3 Finalisation of Lease Agreement with Bourke and District Children’s Services 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (b) of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest as it deals with discussion in relation to the personal hardship of a 
resident or ratepayer. 
 
23.4 Write-off outstanding Debtor accounts 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (a) and (b) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors) and discussion in relation to the personal hardship of 
a resident or ratepayer. 
 
23.5 Recruitment of General Manager 
This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (a) of the Local Government Act, 
and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
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contrary to the public interest as it deals with personnel matters concerning particular individuals 
(other than councillors).  

 
2. That pursuant to section 10A (1)-(3) of the Local Government Act 1993, the media and public be 

excluded from the meeting on the basis that the business to be considered is classified 
confidential under the provisions of section 10A(2) as outlined above 

3. That the correspondence and reports relevant to the subject business be withheld from access to 
the media and public as required by section 11(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

4. That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
Carried 

 

 
10.38am - the Council adjourned for morning tea. 
 
11.05am - the Meeting reconvened. 
 
RESOLUTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 
The Mayor asked the General Manager if he would read out the motions that were passed in Closed 
Council. 
 
  

Resolution 2020/221  
Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 
That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council at 10.37am. 
Carried 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 22 June 2020 

 

Page 87 

23.1 DEED OF AGREEMENT - CAPRA PTY LTD - PROPOSED SALE OF BOURKE ABATTOIR 

Resolution  2020/222 

Moved: Cr Victor Bartley 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That Council note the report detailing the potential sale of the Bourke Small Stock Abattoir and 
endorse the action taken to date. 

Carried 
 

 

23.2 BOURKE AIRPORT - LEASE OF LAND 

Resolution  2020/223   

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary action in respect of the leasing of 
Lot 64 DP 1027306, Bourke Airport, to Viva Energy Australia Pty Ltd as per the terms detailed in 
the report of the Acting Manager of Infrastructure and Projects. 

2. That any necessary documents be executed under the Common Seal of Council. 
Carried 

 

 

23.3 FINALISATION OF LEASE AGREEMENT WITH BOURKE AND DISTRICT CHILDREN’S SERVICES 

Resolution 2020/224 

Moved: Cr Victor Bartley 
Seconded: Cr Lachlan Ford 

1. That the proposed lease as previously provided to the Bourke and District Children’s Services 
for the initial five (5) year period commencing 1 July 2016, inclusive of two (2) five (5) year 
options, not be further pursued by Council in respect of execution by the Bourke & District 
Children's Services 

2. That fresh lease documentation be drafted by Council, as a matter of priority, with the Bourke 
and District Children’s Services being offered a lease term of ten (10) years effective 1 August 
2020 and terminating 30 June 2030 in respect of 9A and 9B Gorrell Avenue Bourke    

3. That the rental for the initial term of the lease effective 1 August 2020 and ending 30 June 
2021, be $20,000.00 (GST Ex) 

4. That the rental for half the initial lease term effective 1 August 2020 receive a 50% reduction 
such that the rental for the period 1 August 2020  to 31 December 2020 be $5,000.00(GST Ex) 
with the balance of the lease period of 1 January 2021 to 30 June 2021 be $10,000.00 (GST Ex) 

5. That rental to Council for the period 1 August 2020 to 31 December 2020 be paid by equal 
monthly instalments of $1,000.00 (GST EX) payable on the 1st day of each month commencing 1 
August 2020 and thereafter for the balance of the initial term by equal monthly instalments of 
$1,666.67 (GST EX) payable on the 1st day of each month 

6. That rental to Council for subsequent terms of the lease be paid by equal monthly instalments 
payable on the 1st day of each month 
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7. That effective 1 July 2021 and annually thereafter, the annual lease fee be adjusted by the 
increase in the Consumer Price Index (Sydney All Groups) as at 30 June annually 

8. That Council proceed to notify and exhibit the proposed lease in accordance with Clause 47 of 
the NSW Local Government Act for a further report to the July meeting of Council 

9. That in lieu of the payment of outstanding rental by the Bourke and District Children’s Services 
for the period 1 July 2016 to 30 June 2020 totalling $86,187.00, Council accept an amount of 
$30,000 (GST Ex) payable over a five (5) year period in the amount of $6,000 (GST Ex) per 
annum, in full settlement of the outstanding rental with such payment term being interest free 

10. That following the annual receipt of the outstanding rental funds totalling $30,000, such funds 
remain with Council for inclusion in General Fund income and utilised at Councils discretion 
and not directed to the Children’s Services Sinking Fund 

11. That in accordance with Clause 213 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005, 
Council write off, and in doing so not pursue legal proceedings, rent outstanding for the lease 
of 9A and 9B Gorrell Avenue, Bourke as invoiced to the Bourke District Children’s Services for 
the period 2015/2016 – 2018/2019 totalling $56,187.00  

12. That effective 1 August 2020 for the term of the lease, following the payment by the Bourke 
and District Children’s Services of the annual rent to Council and the payment from that rent by 
the Council of the identified Rates, water, sewer and drainage charges and insurance, as 
detailed below, the net balance of funds be placed into a Sinking Fund to be reserved by the 
Council for the purposes as described in the section “Who pays for repairs” of the Manager of 
Corporate Services report and that at the termination of the lease, and any option periods, any 
funds remaining in the Sinking Fund shall become the property of the Council for it to use at its 
absolute discretion:- 
- Water, sewerage and drainage charges (i.e. Sewer Service Charge/Drainage Service 

Charge/Raw Water 50mm Access Charge/Garbage Charge/Filtered Water 32mm Access 
Charge) 

- Building insurance charges.  
13. That responsibility for the payment of Water Usage Charges rest with Bourke and District 

Children’s Services on receipt of an invoice from Council, with the Service also responsible for 
the direct payment of the Security Monitoring Service and minor building repairs, noting that 
Ordinary Rate payments are not applicable  

14. That any necessary documents be executed under the Common Seal of Council. 
Carried 

 

23.4 WRITE-OFF OUTSTANDING DEBTOR ACCOUNTS 

Resolution 2020/225  

Moved: Cr Victor Bartley 
Seconded: Cr John Thompson 

That Council resolves to write-off the accounts as detailed as bad debts and deemed not 
recoverable to the value of $13,108.20. 

Carried 
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23.5 RECRUITMENT OF GENERAL MANAGER

Resolution 2020/226  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 

Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

1. That the Mayor and Deputy Mayor be delegated authority to negotiate the appointment of 
a  short–term appointment for the position of General Manager  for a period of no longer than 
twelve (12)  months commencing no later than February 2021 

2. That the total remuneration be within the parameters detailed in the report to Council dated 
22nd June 2020 

3. That the Manager of Corporate Services, Leonie Brown be appointed as Acting General Manager 
to cover the interim period after Mr Earl’s departure; and the replacement commencing. 

 Carried 
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The Meeting closed at 11.20am. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Confidential Council Meeting held on 27 July 
2020. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 


