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     DECLARATION OF INTEREST FORM 
COUNCIL OFFICIAL 

 

FOR USE AT COUNCIL AND COUNCIL MEETINGS 
NAME OF COUNCIL OFFICIAL DECLARING INTEREST: 

 

ACTION PROPOSED: 
Tick one box only: 
☐ In my opinion, my interest is pecuniary, and I am therefore required to take the action specified in Part 4 of 

Council’s Code of Conduct.  

☐ In my opinion, my interest is non-pecuniary but significant. I am unable to remove the source of conflict. I am 
therefore required to treat the interest as if it were pecuniary and take the action specified in clause 5.10 of 
Council’s Code of Conduct. 

☐ In my opinion, my interest is non-pecuniary and less than significant. I therefore make this declaration as I am 
required to do pursuant to clause 5.11 of Council’s Code of Conduct. However, I intend to continue to be involved 
with the matter.  

COUNCIL OFFICIAL  
 
I, ____________________________________________________________(name of COUNCIL OFFICIAL ) disclose the 
above interest and acknowledge that I will take appropriate action as I have indicated above.  
 
Signed:                                                                                              Date:  
GENERAL MANAGER – required for all declarations: 
 
I have noted the above declaration and I note your opinion and/or the action you have proposed. 
 
Signed:                                                                                              Date:  
DEFINE YOUR INTEREST: 

Is your interest: 
☐ Pecuniary (see dealing with pecuniary interests)? 
☐ Non pecuniary (see dealing with non–pecuniary interests) 
MATTER IN WHICH YOU HAVE AN INTEREST: (Please provide full details, including item number on Council agenda) M 
 

 
 
NAME OF THE INTEREST: 
Be specific and include information such as: 

- The names of any person or organisation with which you have a relationship; 
- The nature of your relationship with the person or organisation: 
- The reason(s) why you consider the situation may (or may be perceived to) give rise to a conflict between your 

personal interests and your public duty as a COUNCIL OFFICIAL . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MANAGING LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.11 of Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if you determine that a non-pecuniary conflict of interest is less 
than significant and does not require further action, you must provide an explanation of why you consider that conflict 
does not require further action in the circumstances.  
IS YOUR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT?  
If you are of the view that your non-pecuniary interest is less than significant, please provide your explanation directly 
below (only complete if you are claiming that your non-pecuniary interest is less than significant). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
A PECUNIARY INTEREST is an interest that a designated person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or 
expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to the person (see Part 4 of Council’s Code of Conduct).  
A NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST is a private or personal interest that does not amount to pecuniary interest as defined by 
Part 5 of Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
MANAGING PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Part 4.10 of Council’s Code of Conduct requires designated persons to declare in writing to the General Manager the 
nature of a pecuniary interest the person has in any Council matters, as soon as practicable after becoming aware of 
the interest.  
 
MANAGING SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.10 of Council’s Code of Conduct provides that you must manage a significant non-pecuniary interest by not 
participating in consideration of, or decision making in relation to, the matter in which you have the significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest and the matter being allocated to another person for consideration or determination, or if 
the significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest arises in relation to a matter under consideration at a council or 
committee meeting, by managing the conflict of interest as if you had a pecuniary interest in the matter by complying 
with clauses 4.28 and 4.29 of the Code. 
 
MANAGING NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.8 of Council’s Code of Conduct states that how you manage a non-pecuniary interest will depend on whether 
or not it is significant. Clause 5.9 of Council’s Code of Conduct states that, as a general rule, a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interests will be significant where a matter does not raise a pecuniary interest but involves:-  

a) a relationship between a council official and another person who is affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration that is particularly close, such as a current or former spouse or de facto partner, a relative for 
the purposes of clause 4.4 of the Code or another person from the council official’s extended family that the 
council official has a close personal relationship with, or another person living in the same household;  

b) other relationships with persons who are affected by a decision or a matter under consideration that are 
particularly close, such as friendships and business relationships. Closeness is defined by the nature of the 
friendship or business relationship, the frequency of contact and the duration of the friendship or relationship;  

c) an affiliation between the council official and an organisation (such as a sporting body, club, religious, cultural 
or charitable organisation, corporation or association) that is affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration that is particularly strong. The strength of a council official’s affiliation with an organisation is to 
be determined by the extent to which they actively participate in the management, administration or other 
activities of the organisation;  

d) membership, as the council’s representative, of the board or management committee of an organisation that 
is affected by a decision or a matter under consideration, in circumstances where the interests of the council 
and the organisation are potentially in conflict in relation to the particular matter;  

e) a financial interest (other than an interest of a type referred to in clause 4.6 of the Code) that is not a 
pecuniary interest for the purposes of clause 4.1of the Code;  

f) the conferral or loss of a personal benefit other than one conferred or lost as a member of the community or a 
broader class of people affected by a decision.  
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1 OPENING PRAYER 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 REMEMBRANCE 

4 APOLOGIES 

5 DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

6 MAYORAL MINUTE 

Nil 

7 STARRING OF ITEMS 

8 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Ordinary Council Meeting - 14 December 2020 
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9 NOTICE OF MOTION 

9.1 *** NOTICE OF MOTION - REPRESENTATION TO ESSENTIAL ENERGY, THE ENERGY AND 
WATER OMBUDSMAN NSW (EWON) 

File Number: E3.2 

Attachments: 1. Notice of Motion & Supporting Information Re: Essential Energy, the 
Energy and Water Ombudsman NSW (EWON) and the Australian 
Energy Regulator    

  

 

I, Councillor Robert Stutsel, give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council to be held on 
22 February 2021, I intend to move the following motion: 

“That Council make representation to Essential Energy, the Energy and Water 
Ombudsman NSW (EWON) and the Australian Energy Regulator concerning 
Essential Energy failing to provide meter readings to energy retailers”. 

 

Motion 

That Council make representation to Essential Energy, the Energy and Water Ombudsman NSW 
(EWON) and the Australian Energy Regulator concerning Essential Energy failing to provide meter 
readings to energy retailers. 
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10 RESCISSION MOTION 

10.1 *** NOTICE OF RESCISSION - COMMUNITY CENTRE HIRE FEES 

File Number: C11.2.24-C12.4-F1.2 

Attachments: 1. Notice of Rescission Motion - Bourke Community Centre - Fees & 
Charges    

  

 

Notice has been received, signed by Councilllor Bob Stutsel and Councillor Cec Dorrington of the 
intention to move the following rescission motion: 
 
We, the undersigned, hereby give notice of our intention at the next meeting of Council to move 
that council resolution in relation to Item 15/3 of the December meeting which reads:- 
"That the fee for hire of the Bourke Community Centre be set at $50 per hiring" be rescinded. 
 
NOTICE OF FURTHER MOTION 
Notice is also hereby given that in the event of such rescission motion being carried it is our 
intention to move: - 
That the following schedule or similar be adopted which makes due provision for short term 
hirers/users and which differentiates between commercial and not-for-profit organisations.  
 

SCHEDULE  

HIRER HIRE FEE CONDITIONS 

Not-for-profit organisations for 
meetings 

Nil  Cleaning to be completed  
by hirer at close of meeting 

Community Groups  
for meetings  

Nil Cleaning to be completed  
by hirer at close of meeting 

Committee Meetings  
 

Nil Cleaning to be completed  
by hirer at close of meeting 

Individual hire for meetings, 
functions and/or business.  

$50 per day  

Not-for-profit organisations for 
functions or events.  

$10 per day Cleaning to be completed  
by hirer at close of meeting 

 

  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 February 2021 
 

Item 10.1 Page 14 

 
Motion 
That resolution 2020/420 titled Item 15.3 2020/2021 Adopted Fees & Charges that was passed 
at the meeting of 14 December 2020 be rescinded. 

 
 

 
Further Motion 
 
That the following schedule or similar be adopted which makes due provision for short term 
hirers/users and which differentiates between commercial and not-for-profit organisations.  

SCHEDULE  
HIRER HIRE FEE CONDITIONS 
Not-for-profit organisations for 
meetings 

Nil  Cleaning to be completed by hirer at 
close of meeting 

Community Groups  
for meetings  

Nil Cleaning to be completed by hirer at 
close of meeting 

Committee Meetings  
 

Nil Cleaning to be completed by hirer at 
close of meeting 

Individual hire for meetings, functions 
and/or business.  

$50 per day  

Not-for-profit organisations for 
functions or events.  

$10 per day Cleaning to be completed by hirer at 
close of meeting 
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11 BUSINESS ARISING 

11.1 *** BUSINESS ARISING 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Business outstanding from previous meetings. 
 
Current Situation 
KEY:    Action still pending     Action    
 

GM GENERAL MANAGER  MW MANAGER WORKS  

MCS MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  MRS MANAGER ROAD SERVICES 

MES MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES   
 

 321/2018  RENAMING SENIOR CITIZENS BUILDING TO BOURKE COMMUNITY CENTRE  
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY - MANAGER ENVIRONMENT SERVICES  
FILE NUMBER  A11.2.24  

DECISION    ACTION TAKEN 

1. That a Plan of Management for the Bourke Community Centre be 
developed which details the allowable uses of the building and 
the fee required to be paid for the use and any bond that need to 
be lodged.  

2. That the Plan of Management be submitted to Council on 
completion for their endorsement  

Included in Business Paper 
 

 
362/2018  BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT 2016 - UPDATE  
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY - MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  
FILE NUMBER  E6.1-E6.4-L8.1  
DECISION          ACTION TAKEN  

1. That Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the 
sale of land held for industrial development including obtaining 
specialist advice as appropriate.   

2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought 
back to Council  

Continue to lobby  
Government – matter evolving 
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427/2018  PROPOSED CHANGE OF MANAGEMENT OF THE PCYC  
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  MARK RILEY - GENERAL MANAGER  
FILE NO  L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3  
DECISION        ACTION TAKEN  

That the General Manager prepare a detailed report in relation to 
the matter, including the seeking of legal advice if necessary  

1. In progress  
2. Teleconference held 20/08/2020 
3. Correspondence sent to PCYC 

25/8/20 and followed up for 
response 20/10/20. 

4. Further follow up email sent 
16/11/2020 

5. GM to further pursue 
 

156/2019   CONFIDENTIAL –  CONSTRUCTION OF SEWERAGE TREATMENT PLANT FACILITIES  
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  LEONIE BROWN - MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 

PETER BROWN - MANAGER OF WORKS  
FILE NO  S3.2.3  
DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
That Council continue with its representations to obtain funding for 
the additional costs anticipated to be incurred in the construction of 
the new Additional Sewage Treatment Facilities in Bourke  

1. Ongoing   
2. Water use study near completion. 

Will then make application for 
additional funding 

 
274/2019 DROUGHT – WATER UPDATE  
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  LEONIE BROWN - MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
FILE NO  W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1  
DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
That the General Manager write to the State Government seeking 
their urgent consideration of the construction of a regulator or 
additional weir including a fish ladder upstream of Bourke at a 
location identified as BU8  

Letter sent & meeting held. 
Teleconference involving staff and 
Councillors held with State Water 
on 22/9/2020. 
Meeting held with DPIE 
representatives on 10/11/2020 & 
11/11/2020. 
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2019/439 NORTH BOURKE BRIDGE REHABILITATION CONCEPT PLAN 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK GORDON – MANAGER ROAD SERVICES 
FILE NO B6.1 
DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  

Council continue to apply for funding to undertake the project 1. Ongoing. 
2. Letter received from 

Minister Toole 
11/11/2020 advising 
upcoming funding 
opportunities for bridge. 

3. Report in February 2021 
business paper 

 
2020/111 DUAL NAMING OF THE DARLING RIVER – DARLING RIVER BAAKA 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
FILE NO R6.5 
DECISION   
1. That Council forward a copy of the motion regarding the dual naming of 

the Darling River to the Minister for his consideration during the 
determination process. 

2. That Council seek further clarification from the on which section of the 
Darling River will be dual named Baaka and will the name be Darling 
Baaka River / Baaka Darling River or Darling River Baaka. 

1. Completed 
 
 
2. Ongoing. Geographical 

Names Board 
contacted. 

  

2019/362 NOTICE OF MOTION - BOURKE WATER SECURITY OPTIONS 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – MANAGER OF CORPORATE SERVICES 
FILE NO W2.2.9 
DECISION   ACTION TAKEN  
1. Council engage an appropriately qualified consultant to cost and complete a 

scoping/design study for a shovel ready plan to secure the water supply 
from the Darling River for the towns and villages situated on the river for 
the Bourke Shire Council area. 

2. All water supply options from previous reports and added new ideas to be 
discussed within Council, with agreed options forwarded to the consultants 
for further analysis. 

3. That the study be completed in a timely matter to allow council to lobby 
Federal and State Governments for Funding Assistance for water security 
options for Bourke Shire Council’s future water needs. 

4. Bourke Shire Council allocate $250,000 towards the scoping/design study, to 
be met from the Water Fund Reserve and that the State Government also 
be asked to make a contribution. 

1. Teleconference 
involving staff and 
Councillors held with 
State Water on 
22/9/2020. 

 
2. Meeting held with GHD 

representatives on 
05/11/2020. 

 
3. Meeting held 
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2020/168 
2020/416 

13.6 TRANSFER OF LAND TO THE WHIDDON GROUP, DARLING STREET 
BOURKE 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK RILEY - GENERAL MANAGER  
FILE NO L1.13-L1.16 
DECISION   
1. That in accordance with Section 30 of the Local Government 

Act, 1993, Council proceed to take the necessary action to 
prepare a local environmental plan that seeks to reclassify 
community land located at 17 - 29 Darling Street, Bourke as 
Operational land. 

2. That Council proceed to prepare and enter into a Deed for Land 
Acquisition with the Whiddon Group in respect of their eventual 
acquisition of the site at 17 - 29 Darling Street, Bourke, following 
the reclassification of the subject land to Operational land. 

3. That if required, the General Manager be authorised to execute, 
on behalf of Council as the existing registered owner of land at 
17 - 29 Darling Street, Bourke, owner’s consent in respect of the 
lodgement of a Development Application by the Whiddon Group 
in respect of upgrading works at the facility. 

4. That any necessary documents be executed under the Common 
Seal of Council. 

1.  Discussions held by MES with 
Dept of Planning Officers to 
Progress LEP matter Meeting 
with Dept of Planning will take 
approx 12 months to complete. 

2.  Draft Deed forwarded to   
Whiddon Group 19/08/2020.  

3. Discussions as to process held 
with Whiddon. Transfer subject 
to reclassification 

4. Report submitted to Council in 
December 2020 re: Reclassification 
Process 

5. Gateway determination approved. 
Independent public hearing and 
advertise for 28 days. Public 
consultation to follow. 

That Council prepare a planning proposal, seeking gateway 
determination to amend Bourke Local Environmental Plan 2012 
(LEP) to reclassify lots 1/1145233, 2/11/758144, 3/11/758144 and 
2/227656, being 17-29 Darling Street, Bourke, from community to 
operational land and submit the supported Planning Proposal to the 
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment for 
consideration for a Gateway Determination in accordance with 
section 3.34 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 
1979.  

Planning Proposal lodged for 
Gateway determination with 
Department of Planning, Industry & 
Environment, via NSW Planning 
Portal, on 5/1/21. 

 
2020/223 BOURKE AIRPORT - LEASE OF LAND – ITEM - 23.2 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK RILEY - GENERAL MANAGER  
FILE NO A6.1-F3.1-LD 
DECISION   
1. That the General Manager be authorised to take the necessary 

action in respect of the leasing of Lot 64 DP 1027306, Bourke 
Airport, to Viva Energy Australia Pty Ltd as per the terms 
detailed in the report of the Acting Manager of Infrastructure 
and Projects. 

2. That any necessary documents be executed under the Common 
Seal of Council. 

1. Lease prepared and provided to 
Viva 26/10/2020. 

 
2. Awaiting execution and return. 
3. Signed, awaiting return of 

documents. 

 
 

2020/236 14.2 BOURKE AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 
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RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK RILEY - GENERAL MANAGER  
FILE NO A6.1 
DECISION   
1. That Council seek quotations for the preparation of a Master 

Plan at the Bourke Airport to determine the availability of land 
for the proposed development and future developments. 

Brief prepared, quotations to be 
invited. 

 
2020/320 14.2 LEP AMENDMENT UNDER S3.22 
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY – MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
FILE NO T5.3 

DECISION   
Council request the NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces to 
rezone Lot 62 DP 1027306 from SP2 Infrastructure to IN1 General 
Industrial in accordance with the provisions of Sections 3.22 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

Further report to be brought back 
to Council mid 2021. 

 
2020/325 & 326 REVIEW OF CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 2019/2020 AND REALLOCATION OF 

FUNDS – ITEM 15.5 
MOUNT OXLEY 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK RILEY – GENERAL MANAGER  
FILE NO R2.5 
DECISION   
1. That Council note the report on the responsibility and current 

condition of the access road to the summit of Mount Oxley.  
2. That Council note the status of telecommunication 

infrastructure located atop Mount Oxley.  
3. That following a title search discussions be held with the owners 

of the land and the various owners of the telecommunications 
infrastructure atop Mount Oxley with a view to sourcing funding 
for at least the $80,000 in maintenance work and potentially a 
further $110,000 for the guard rail installation, for a further 
report to Council including consideration to any contribution by 
Council.  

4. That Council investigate its potential liability as a result of the 
public use of the access road to the top of Mount Oxley and a 
report be submitted back to Council. 

 
 
 
 
Extensive title searches has been 
completed.  
 
Liability issues being pursued by 
Booth Brown Legal for further 
report. 
 
Meeting held with Mr & Mrs 
Stalley on 10 December 2020. 
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2020/374 9.1 – NOTICE OF MOTION – IMPROVED SAFETY MEASURES ON RURAL 
HIGHWAYS 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARK GORDON – MANAGER ROAD SERVICES 
FILE NO R7.1-R7.5.1 

DECISION   
Bourke Local Traffic Committee be requested to give consideration 
to the issue of representations being made to Transport for NSW 
(Roads and Maritime Services) for improved safety measures on 
rural highways”. 

Next BLTC meeting 16/05/2021 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Business Arising Report as presented to Council on Monday, 
22 February 2021. 
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11.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
Each month a list of correspondence is sent out in the Business Paper to the Councillors to ensure 
that they have not missed any information since the last Business Paper was produced. 
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Current Situation 
Date Information Sent Author Email 

10/12/2020 Business Paper for 14/12/2020 Meeting MANEX  
11/12/2020 COVID-19 Council Update - 10 December 

2020 
OLG 

 

11/12/2020 Border Bulletin - December 2020 DCP  
13/12/2020 Level Two (2) Water Restrictions AGM  
14/12/2020 Corruption Matters - issue 56 ICAC, NSW  
15/12/2020 NSW Health Media Release - COVID-19 

Update Tuesday 15 December 2020 
NSW Health 

 

15/12/2020 “From the GM’s Desk” 201217 AGM  
15/12/2020 Media Release - Get Ready for Summer AGM  
22/12/2020 Roy's Round-Up Christmas edition Roy Butler - Member for Barwon  
22/12/2020 Public Health Alert - New And Updated 

Venues 22/12/2020 
  

22/12/2020 NSW Health: NOVEL CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19) UPDATE - Tuesday, 22 
December 2020 

NSW Health  

22/12/2020 Government News   
22/12/2020 Go Local this Christmas NSW Farmers  
23/12/2020 Media Release - Breathing Life Into The 

Upper Barwon River & Northern 
Waterhole Top-up – Flow Update 1 

Jody Swirepik – Environmental 
Water Holder 

 

05/01/2021 Electorate of Parkes – E-News December The Hon. Mark Coulton, MP  
05/01/2021 COVID-19 Exposures in Broken Hill, 

Nyngan and Orange 
Kate Fotheringham - Media Manager  
Western NSW Local Health District  

11/01/2021 Media Release -  900 New Towers 
Improving Mobile Coverage 

Deputy Prime Minister and Regional 
Communications Minister  

15/01/2021 Start 2021 with a LGNSW Professional 
Development Course 

Cr Linda Scott 
President LGNSW 

 

27/01/2021 Northern Waterhole Top-up - update 3, 
some of this water even reaches Bourke  

Dr Lindsay White, Commonwealth 
Environmental Water Office 

 

28/01/2021 EOI for DPIE Town Water Advisory Group Sanjiv Sathiah, Senior Policy Officer, 
Infrastructure and Finance 

 

29/01/2021 Draft Community Consultation/Village 
Tour Timetable 

AGM  

01/02/2021 Meeting Reminder - Bourke Shire Council 
and Western NSW Local Health District 
Meeting Re: Medical Services 

EA  

09/02/2020 Government News LGNSW  
09/02/2021 NSW Health Media Release - COVID-19 

Update Tuesday 9 February 2021 
Jesusa Helaratne 
Deputy Director, NSW (MHCS)  

 

16/02/2021 “From the GM’s Desk” 210218 GM  
 
Recommendation 
That Council note the contents of the Information to Councillors Report as presented to Council 
on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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11.3 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

File Number: C12.6 

Author: Kai Howard-Oakman, Executive Assistant 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
Information sent out monthly to advise when Council Meetings, meetings which Councillors are 
Delegates to and other meetings of which Council is a member of, or representatives of Council. 

Current Situation 
Month Date Time Meeting / Event Location 

2021 
February  22 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
March 22 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
April 2 

Public Holidays 

Good Friday  
 3 Easter Saturday  
 4 Easter Sunday  
 5 Easter Monday  
 25  ANZAC DAY  
 26 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
May 24 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
June 14 Public Holiday Queen’s Birthday  
  28 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
July 26 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
August  23 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Calendar of Events Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22 February 2021.  
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12 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

12.1 *** TREE REMOVAL REQUEST - OXLEY STREET 

File Number: T6.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Letter of Request for Removal of Cadaghi Trees   
2. 3.6.11(v2) Street Trees Policy    

  

Background 

Council has received a request from the residents of 105 Oxley Street Bourke requesting that three 
(3) Cadaghi trees be removed from the median strip in front of the residence of 107 Oxley Street 
due to the reasons stated in the attached letter.    
 

 
 
Council’s current policy on tree removal states the following:- 

 
“Street Tree Removal (Policy) 

• Trees may only be removed by Council or by those authorised delegated by Council.  
• Trees shall only be removed when they are posing a danger to people or property or they 

are in poor health or dead.  
• If a resident requests the removal of a particular tree and that tree meets one of the 

removal criteria, then Council will arrange its removal following a risk assessment and its 
listing on the works program and sufficient funds in the tree budget.  

• Council will consider applications to remove a street tree that a resident claims is causing 
damage to their property. The claim should be accompanied by an expert (qualified 
person) assessment provided at the applicants cost. If after considering reasons given the 
case is justifiable Council will arrange removal or treatment as soon as practicable”.  
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(Full copy of the policy is attached.) 
 

 

Current Situation 

Whilst the concerns of the property owner at 105 Oxley Street regarding the Cadaghi trees are 
noted, the request for removal is not in accordance with Council policy. Accordingly it is 
recommended that the request not be acceded to. 
 
Councillors are encouraged to view the trees prior to the Council Meeting. 
 

Financial Implications 

The  estimated costs to remove trees is $1800.00 
 

Recommendation 

That Council not accede to the request as it does not meet the removal criteria in Councils Street 
Tree Policy.  
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12.2 *** VILLAGE WATER SUPPLIES 

File Number: V1.1-W2.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Bourke Shire Council has five (5) villages that are provided a non-potable water supply. Three (3) 
of these villages have access to the Great Artesian Bore Water System which provides them with a 
clear non potable water source. 
 
The remaining two (2) villages being Byrock (ground water run off) and Louth (Darling River) are 
totally reliant on rain and flow which often causes their water sources to be quite turbid (cloudy 
opaque or thick with suspended matter) at times during the year. 
 
Council previously installed a small filtration capsule at the Byrock ground water tank in 2019 to 
help ease the turbid water issues for the Byrock community. Unfortunately this was unsuccessful 
and the small plant was removed and installed at the Bourke Water Treatment Plant as part of the 
treatment of reuse water from backwashing at the Treatment Plant. 
 
Louth has two (2) x 60,000 litre water tanks that are filled via a pump on the Darling River with no 
treatment. 
 
 

 
New flows make the water turbid 
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Current Situation 

Council has received requests from the residents of Byrock and Louth for a filtration system to 
clear the water supply so that normal day to day chores can be completed with a water supply 
that does not stains clothes or leave marks on their sinks. Currently all water is used for internal 
and external use for each property, meaning all the new proposed filtrated water will still be used 
for the purpose of watering lawns and dust suppression unless a dual supply can be installed. 
 
Council has received quotes to clear the water at the Byrock water tank to improve the non-
potable water supply. Louth costs are expected to be similar. 
 
In this regard a new filtration system to treat the water for these villages is expected to cost 
$70,000 including installation and electricity. 
 

 
Water settles to a less turbid condition weeks after the rain 

Financial Implications 

Council would need to budget $140,000 for both villages to receive a filtration system. 
 
In addition to this capital expense, the ongoing maintenance costs for the villages to install a new 
filtrated water supply is estimated to be $15,000 on top of the current $12,000 water budget for 
maintenance and repairs. This would significantly increase the water rates of all residents in the 
village by approximately $750 annually in operating costs alone.  
 
Whilst Council could pursue grant funding, the annual operational costs are outside Councils 
budget regime. 
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Whilst sympathetic to the quality of the water following a water inflow event, I am heartened by 
the fact that after a period of weeks, the suspended matter settles to a less turbid condition, as 
per the photograph on the previous page. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council not pursue the installation of a water filtration system at Byrock and Louth. 
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12.3 *** SUPPLY OF PIPE FOR WOLTARA BORE 

File Number: R7.4.3, W2.2.12 

Author: Mark Gordon, Manager Roads 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
In April 2020 Council received confirmation from The Hon. Paul Toole, MP that Bourke Shire 
Council under Fixing Country Roads 2019 has been successful in securing $9,450,000.00 for the 
MR405 Romani to Wangamana Project from the Restart NSW Fund on the Bourke Milparinka 
Road. 
Current Situation 
Council has been waiting now for quite a while to get consent to drill the new bore at Tringadee to 
supply water for this project. Council has been lucky to use the Woltara Bore which is privately 
owned and has supplied most of the water for three (3) sections of road on the Bourke to 
Milparinka Project. The extra water being drawn from the bore has put considerable strain on the 
water aquifer causing it to drop and not free flow as it did prior to the roadworks. 
 
Prior to the Christmas break Council received a call from the owners of Barakee Station advising 
that the bore was not free flowing after Council had turned off our generator to run the pump and 
was concerned that the stock would perish without sufficient water.  
 
Council staff immediately returned to the site and started the generator to ensure the flow was 
appropriate to supply the stock water and properties that the bore supplied. After two (2) to three 
(3) days the water aquifer returned to its natural level to free flow. 
 
In January 2021 Council received a call from the owners of Barakee Station with concerns that the 
Tringadee bore had still not been installed and if roadworks proceeded the drop in the water 
aquifer may reoccur. They requested for Council to install eight kilometres of two (2) inch poly 
pipe from the new bore South of Barakee House to connect to their property and it would 
alternately feed onto Woltara Bore for back up in the circumstances such request was considered 
reasonable. 
 
Financial Implications 
Council received (2) two quotes from Aquawest Dubbo and Darling Irrigation of Bourke for the 
supply and delivery of (8) eight kilometres of two (2) inch pipe and fittings. 
 
Aquawest Dubbo - $18,377.80 
Darling Irrigation Bourke - $20,254.55 
 
The price difference in respect of the two (2) quotations is 10.21% as per Council’s Procurement 
Policy, local suppliers gain a 5% price advantage in respect of purchases of up to $30,000 and a 
10% advantage over $30,000. Whilst the purchase herewith is below $30,000 it will be 
recommended that Council accept the price from the Bourke based supplier. 
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Recommendation 
That Council resolves to accept the quote from Darling Irrigation, Bourke in the amount of 
$20,254.55 to supply and deliver eight (8) kilometres of poly pipe and fittings for the Bore at 
Barakee to connect to Woltara bore and keep the construction of the Romani to Wangamana 
section of sealing works progressing. 
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13 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

13.1 BOURKE COMMUNITY CENTRE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

File Number: A11.2.24 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Draft Bourke Community Centre Management Plan    

  

Background 
The Bourke Community Centre is located at 65 Mitchell Street Bourke. It was previously known as 
the ‘Senior Citizens Hall’ and the facility is used for a variety of purposes, including ‘Flicks in the 
Sticks’, a needlecraft group, a seniors exercise group and various meetings. 
 
1 Now named the ‘Bourke Community Centre’, the building has had some well-needed 
refurbishments, including a new kitchen, new floor coverings, reverse cycle air conditioning, 
general repairs, upgrade of bathroom facilities, replacement of doors and new window 
furnishings.  
 
The attached Draft Bourke Community Centre Management Plan has been developed in 
accordance with the provisions Section 35-48 of the Local Government Act 1993.   
 
Current Situation 
The Community Centre Management Plan directs the management, development and use of the 
Centre.  
 
Financial Implications 
Given the objectives contained in the Management Plan, it is important to acknowledge that its 
implementation is subject to the budgetary processes of Council and any possible grant funding 
that may be achieved. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That the draft Bourke Community Centre Management Plan be placed on public exhibition for 
comment for the prescribed legislative timeframe of 28 days. 
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13.2 *** REMOVAL OF TREES FROM POOL CARPARK 

File Number: S10.2-T6.1 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Bourke Pool - Boundary Aerial Photograph    

  

Background 
At the Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool Complex front carpark area are three (3) Cadaghi trees. 
The trees are not street trees as they are not planted within the road reserve and are therefore 
outside the definition of a street tree in Council’s Street Tree Policy. An aerial photograph showing 
the boundaries of the allotment and the subject trees is attached. 
 
Current Situation 
The Council currently has funding to upgrade the front carpark of the swimming pool complex and 
a report has also been tabled to council about future funding which includes provisions for shading 
of the carpark area using shade sails. The upgrade works will provide better shading than what is 
currently offered to users of the car park, with shading at critical times of the day minimal to non-
existent in this area.   
 
To undertake the required works, the trees will need to be removed. In this regard it will be 
recommended that the three (3) Cadaghi trees situated on council land at the swimming pool 
complex be removed to allow for the development and upgrade of the carpark area.  
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Financial Implications 
Removal and replacement of trees will be within current budget allocations.  
 
 
Recommendation 
1. That Council proceed to remove the three (3) Cadaghi Trees from the front carpark area of 

the Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool Complex, to allow for development and upgrade works 
of the carpark area, noting that such trees are outside the definition of a street tree as per 
Council’s Street Tree policy.  

2. That Council staff replace the three (3) Cadaghi Trees with suitable trees around the splash 
park area.  
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13.3 *** PROGRAM POOL - COUNCIL COMMITMENT (25% REQUIRED CONTRIBUTION) 

File Number: S10.2-S10.4 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council has identified a program pool at the Bourke Aquatic Complex as a priority 
activity in their “Growing Bourke 2021” Plan.  
 
Refurbishment to the existing program pool would include a 25m x 25m, split level pool ranging 
from a depth of 0.7m to 1.5m in depth, with a disability access ramp. The program pool would 
include a centre wall – the idea being that as a swimmers confidence increases the depth of water 
they are swimming in can also increase. 
 

Bourke Aquatic Centre Concept Master Plan 2012 

       
Above: Program Pool Refurbishment   Above: Aquatic Centre Concept Plan 

 
NSW Sport and Recreation has announced the Regional Sport Facility Fund (opened 21 December 
2020; closes 26 February 2021). 
 
The Regional Sport Facility Fund aims to improve the quality and quantity of sport participation for 
communities across regional NSW and will invest in new and existing facility venues. The NSW 
Government is determined to ensure the communities across NSW remain vibrant and liveable. 
The NSW Government is allocating $25 million in 2020/2021 (Round One (1)). The Regional Sport 
Facility Fund will ensure there is a network of spaces and places that enable positive sport and 
active recreation participation and performance at all levels. The Regional Sport Facility Fund 
provides grants between $100,000 and $1 million and grants of over $1M require a 25% funding 
contribution by the applicant.  
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Current Situation 
Like all grant funding programs the Regional Sport Facility Fund program has objectives, aims and 
comprehensive assessment criteria. 
 
In this regard I draw attention, and make comment in respect of two (2) of the criteria, as follows: 

• Projects with a total project cost greater than $1 million, evidence of a 25 per cent financial 
co-contribution of the grant amount requested is to be provided. 

 
The proposed Program Pool has an estimated construction cost of $1,626,000 as provided by the 
Facility Design Group - Architects. Accordingly Council would seek funding of $1,219,500 and need 
to contribute $406,500 from its own resources to adhere to the criteria. Elsewhere in Councils 
February 2021 Agenda is a report recommending that Council commits funding of $269,922 from 
its Infrastructure Reserve Fund to provide a 25% co-contribution to an application for funding to 
undertake repairs to the North Bourke Bridge. This report also provides that the Infrastructure 
Reserve Fund has a balance of $360,000.  
 
It would be considered that Council has two (2) sources of funding for the co-contribution of the 
Program Pool that being the Infrastructure Reserve and Borrowings. Given that Council has 
insufficient funds in the reserve both before and after the Bridge funds are sourced and further I 
would not propose borrowings until a review of Councils Long Term Financial Plan was undertaken 
as part of Councils Delivery Planning process, it is considered that Council does not have the 
resources to meet the criteria.    

• Provide evidence of the ability to commence construction within six (6) months of executing 
a funding agreement through the provision of mandatory documentation such as schematic 
plans and current cost plans.  

 
Assuming that Council was successful with funding and an Agreement was made available in three 
(3) months from the closing of applications (26 May 2021), Council would be required to 
commence construction by 26 November 2021. This date would conflict with the Bourke Pools 
2021-2022 season. Having regard to the current inconvenience caused to the community with the 
redevelopment of the Olympic Pool, it would be considered that further disruption at the Pool 
should not be endured by the community in the very next season. It would be my view that 
Council should complete the Olympic Pool and operate for a season or two (2) before undertaking 
further major works. 
 
Accordingly, and having regard to the above impediments to meeting the criteria, it will be 
proposed that Council not submit an application for funding under Round One (1) of the Regional 
Sport Facility Fund in respect of the redevelopment of the Program Pool at the Bourke Memorial 
Swimming Pool.  
 
It is noted that the current Regional Sport Facility Fund is but Round One (1) of the program. 
 
Financial Implications 
To proceed with the NSW Governments Regional Sport Facility Fund 2020/2021 (Round One (1)) 
application, Council would need to commit to a $406,500 funding contribution toward a successful 
Regional Sport Facility Fund 2020/2021 (Round One (1)) application. This level of funding is not 
available.  
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Recommendation 
That Council not submit an application for funding under Round One (1) of the Regional Sport  
Facility Fund in respect of the redevelopment of the Program Pool at the Bourke Memorial  
Swimming Pool. 
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14 GENERAL MANAGER 

14.1 PROPOSED CLASSIFICATION OF LAND AS OPERATIONAL LAND 

File Number: L1.16 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Council at its meeting to be held on 22 February 2021 will give consideration to the acquisition of 
land located east of Monomeeth Street, Bourke described as Lot 2 DP 1057615 and two (2) lots in 
Mathews Street, Louth described as Lot 6 and Lot 7 Section 17 DP 1275. Council must take 
relevant action to classify the land as per the Local Government Act. Land can be classified as 
either Operational Land or Community Land.  

 
The main effect of classification is to restrict the alienation and use of the land. Operational Land 
has no special restrictions other than those that may apply to any piece of land.  

 
Community land is different. Classification as community land reflects the importance of the land 
to the community because of its use or special features.  

 
Generally, it is land intended for public access and use, or where other restrictions applying to the 
land create some obligation to maintain public access (such as a trust deed, or dedication under 
section 94 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979).  

 
This gives rise to the restrictions in the Act, intended to preserve the qualities of the land.  

 
Community land cannot be sold; cannot be leased, licenced or any other estate granted over the 
land for more than 21 years; and must have a plan of management prepared for it.  

Current Situation 

The most common way in which to initially classify land is by resolution of Council.  
 
In accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act, 1993, any public land that is 
acquired by or vested in Council after 1 July 1993 may be classified by resolution of Council. Land 
must be classified by Council before its acquisition or within three (3) months after it acquires land 
(s.31(2)). If not classified, the land is automatically classified as community (s.31(2A)).  

 
Having regard to the above, and on the assumption that Council resolves to acquire the subject 
land, it is intended to classify land located east of Monomeeth Street, Bourke described as Lot 2 
DP 1057615 and two (2) lots in Mathews Street, Louth described as Lot 6 and Lot 7 Section 17 DP 
1275, as Operational Land, noting that at this stage neither property has been formally acquired 
by Council.  
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To affect this proposal Council must (s34) give public notice of a proposed resolution to classify 
public land as either Operational or Community Land. The public notice must include the terms of 
the proposed resolution and a description of the public land concerned. The public notice must 
specify a period of not less than 28 days during which submissions may be made to the Council.  

 
On the basis of Council adopting this proposal the matter will be advertised in the Western Herald 
for a report to the Council meeting to be held on 26 April 2021.  

Financial Implications 

Funds are available to advertise the classification proposal. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That on the assumption that Council resolves to acquire the subject land, in accordance with 
the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, Council proceed to give 28 days’ public 
notice of its proposed resolution to classify the following land to be acquired as Operational 
Land: 
- land located east of Monomeeth St, Bourke described as Lot 2 DP 1057615; and  
- two (2) lots in Mathews St, Louth described as Lot 6 and Lot 7 Section 17 DP 1275. 

2. That following such public notice, a further report be submitted to Council on the proposed 
land classification.  
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14.2 *** 2021 WESTERN DIVISION OF COUNCILS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

File Number: L8.5-S1.1.2 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Western Division Conference 19-21 April 2021    

  

Background 
The 2021 Annual Conference of the Western Division Shires will be held in Broken Hill from 
Monday, 19 to Wednesday, 21 April 2021. 
 
Current Situation 
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager generally attend this conference, however, the 
opportunity also exists for other Councillors to attend if they would like. The Conference provides 
them the opportunity to meet with representatives from other Councils, Departmental 
Representatives as well as State and Federal Parliamentarians. 
 
Attendance at the conference also provides a good insight to the major matters impacting on Local 
Government in New South Wales and in particular the Western Division. 
 
Council also has the opportunity to submit motions to the conference so that they can be debated, 
if necessary, and the support of other member Councils can be assessed and consideration be 
given to the lodgement of the motions for inclusion on the agenda of the Annual Conference of 
Local Government New South Wales. 
 
In this regard, Councillors are invited to submit any motions with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and 
General Manager proposed to be delegated authority to determine the motions to be submitted 
to the Conference, or amend motions as required. 
 
Financial Implications 
The costs incurred in attending the conference include registration, accommodation and travel. 
Provision to such costs have been made in the 2020/2021 Operational Plan for Council to be 
represented at the Conference. 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the attendance of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager at the 2021 Western 

Division Conference be noted. 
2. That any other Councillors interested in attending register their interest with the General 

Manager so that the appropriate registrations can be made. 
3. That Councillors be invited to submit motions for potential consideration at the 2021 Annual 

Western Division Conference. 
4. That the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General Manager be delegated authority to determine 

the submission of motions to the Conference or amend motions as required. 
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14.3 *** PLANNING PANELS - COUNCIL NOMINATED MEMBERS 

File Number: E6.16 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Planning Panels - Operational Procedures    

  

Background 
Council has previously nominated the following Council members for the Western Regional 
Planning Panel:  
  
Cr Barry Hollman – Permanent member  
Mr Lachlan Ford – Permanent member  
Cr Robert Stutsel – Alternate member 
  
The Planning Panels Operational Procedures dated January 2020, as attached, set out that the 
Panels have two (2) Council members appointed by each Council. At least one Council member is 
required to have expertise in one or more of the following areas: planning, architecture, heritage, 
the environment, urban design, land economics, traffic and transport, law, engineering or tourism. 
  
Relevant sections of the Procedures follow: 
4.5 Selection of Council members  
Each Council determines how their members are selected. In selecting members, Councils should 
have regard to any conflict of duties that would be created for a person nominated to the Planning 
Panel if they are in any way responsible or involved in the assessment of matters to be determined 
by the Panel or involved in voting or deliberating on matters that come before the Panel.  
 
Councils are not restricted to nominating people from the Council’s local area. They can appoint, 
terminate, and reappoint members at any time, and can determine the duration of each 
appointment. Generally, so as to ensure the greatest degree of continuity for the Panels, Councils 
should consider appointing members for the maximum term of three years provided for under the 
EP&A Act. However, Councils should reconsider if the nominations to the Panels are appropriate 
within 12 months following a Council election.  
 
Following a change to its nominees, Council is to forward the new member’s contact details to the 
secretariat as soon as possible and this must be a minimum of 14 days before any meeting at 
which they will act as a Panel member.  
 
If a Council fails to nominate one or more Council members, a Panel may still exercise its functions 
in relation to the area of the Council concerned.  
 
4.6 Payment of Council members  
Councils determine the fees they pay their Panel members. The Minister has provided guidance to 
all Councils on appropriate rates of remuneration for travel and subsistence allowances for their 
members.  
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Each Council is responsible for making any payments to its Panel members when they attend 
Planning Panel meetings.  
 
4.7 Alternate members  
The Minister may at any time appoint a person to be the alternate of another member appointed 
by the Minister and may revoke any such appointment.  
 
A Council may also at any time appoint a person to be the alternate of a member nominated by the 
Council and may revoke any such appointment.  
 
Any changes are to be notified in writing to the secretariat as soon as possible and at least 14 days 
before undertaking any Panel business.  
 
The alternate will act in the place of the member with all the powers of the member. Although a 
member may be appointed as an alternate for two or more members, they will only have one vote 
on any Panel decision.  
 
4.8 Rotation of members  
All chairs and members are required to periodically rotate with alternate members. The chair is to 
determine the frequency of rotation. Following a matter being deferred, where possible the same 
members should reconvene to finalise the determination.  
 
Current Situation 
The term of the above previously nominated Council members has expired and Council has been 
requested to advise the Planning Panels Secretariat at Planning NSW of its current Council 
nominated members. In this regard, members would be appointed for the balance of the current 
term of Council which terminates on 3 September 2021. 
 
Financial Implications 
The only financial Implications arising from this report would be in the event of Councils 
nominated representatives having to travel to attend a meeting of the Planning Panel. In this 
situation travel and allowances would be paid as per Councils “Payment of Expenses and Provision 
of Facilities for Mayor and Councillors” Policy. Funds are available in Councils Operational Plan for 
such costs. 
 

 
Recommendation 
1. That Council proceed to determine its nominated Council members to the Western Regional 

Planning Panel for the period ending 3 September 2021. 
2. That the Planning Panels Secretariat at Planning NSW be advised of Councils nominations. 
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14.4 BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL ADVERSE EVENT MANAGEMENT PLAN 

File Number: W2.2.14 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Draft - Adverse Event Plan    

  

Background 
A Condition of accepting the Australian Governments Drought Communities Extension Fund was 
the development of an Adverse Management Plan by each recipient of the Fund and have the plan 
adopted by Council before 30 June 2021. 
 
Current Situation 
Attached is a DRAFT Bourke Shire Council Adverse Event Management Plan (February 2021) for 
Councils consideration. 
 
Financial Implications 
The development of an Adverse Event Management Plan is a funding requirement as stipulated by 
the Australian Government in the $1M Drought Communities Funding Deed. To be awarded the 
final payment of $500,000 to finalise the Australian Governments $1M Drought Communities 
Extension, Bourke Shire Council is required to adopt an Adverse Management Plan. 
 

Recommendation 

That the DRAFT Bourke Shire Council Adverse Event Management Plan dated February 2021 be 
adopted. 
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14.5 STRONGER COUNTRY COMMUNITIES - ROUND FOUR (4) 

File Number: G4.86 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Stronger Country Communities Round 4 - Press Release    

  

Background 
Applications for Round Four (4) of the NSW Governments Stronger Country Communities Program 
will be open from 1 May. Guidelines and information about eligible applicants will be available on 
the Regional Growth Fund website in coming months. 
 
Bourke Shire Council has previously completed the following projects through the NSW 
Governments Stronger Country communities Programs: 
 
Round 1 ($509K)  
Davidson Oval Canteen and lights, North Bourke Precinct (toilets, shade, playground) 
 
Round 2 ($1.79M)  
Wharf Precinct; Bourke to Back ’O Bourke walking paths, village beautification, Olympic Pool, 
Welcome to Bourke Signs, 2WEB upgrade. 
 
Round 3 ($764K)  
Growing Bourke (Signage), Kids Bike Track Central Park, Fence around Davidson Oval, Standing 
Stories Sculptures 
 
Round Four (4) funding is predicted to be a similar amount to Round Three (3) funding ($764K 
approx.). 
 
Round Four (4) of the $100 million Stronger Country Communities Fund will have a regional sports 
focus, with up-to $50 million to be made available for the delivery and enhancement of women’s 
sporting facilities, including change rooms and the remaining $50 million will be made available for 
further high quality community amenity and sports-related infrastructure projects to meet strong 
demand.  
 
Current Situation 
Council will need to consider and prioritise projects and gather support evidence in preparation of 
the Stronger Country Communities Program opening on 1 May 2021. Press Release announcing 
the program is attached for Councillor Information.  
 
Financial Implications 
Council will be advised of its funding allocation on the release of guidelines between now and the 
program opening date of 1 May 2021. 
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Recommendation 
That Council note the Stronger Country Communities – Round Four (4) Report as presented to 
Council on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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14.6 *** WANAARING LEVEE BANK 

File Number: L3.7-V1.7 

Author: Mark Riley, General Manager 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
In late February/early March 2020, substantial rains fell both on and around Bourke and within the 
upper catchment of the Paroo River which ultimately flows past Wanaaring. 
 
At the time following the rain, there were differing opinions as to what level the Paroo at 
Wanaaring would rise as a result of the upstream event. In the initial river height warnings issued 
by the Bureau of Meteorology the predicted height was 2.8m however this was subsequently 
changed by the Bureau to an expected height of 3.9m on Sunday 15 March 2020. 
 
Whilst the levee at Wanaaring would generally holds such flows, there was a 200mm section at 
the eastern end of the village that varied in height between 4-4.2m. This lower section of the levee 
was removed post the 2012 floods due to the levee in that location being in close proximity to 
overhead power lines. 
 
With the predicted river height of 3.9m, noting that some “locals” were talking a higher river flow, 
the limited height of the levee in the 200m section as previously referred to, left little free board 
between holding the water away from the village or sections of the village being inundated with 
water. 
 
Following discussions with the Western Zone Commander of the State Emergency Services, NSW 
Police, Public Works and Council officers it was agreed that work would proceed as a priority to 
reinstate the levee bank at the eastern end of the village. 
 
Representatives of NSW Public Works attended Wanaaring and developed a specification of works 
which Council implemented prior to the flood waters peaking at a level of 3.76m.  
 
Since the March 2020 activities in respect of the levee, various residents have made 
representations to Council to have that section of the levee removed that crosses Vicary Street 
(Bourke-Milparinka Road) adjacent to the Hobden Street intersection. 
                                           
Whilst Council officers gave consideration to the removal of the levee from Vicary Street it was the 
general consensus that removal of the requested section of the levee may be premature. In this 
regard throughout 2020 the Bureau of Meteorology advised of a La Nina weather event for South 
Eastern Australia which, based on previous like events, would potentially bring heavier than 
average rainfall across the region. With this in mind, there was the potential for increased flows in 
the Paroo River, and the potential for the levee to again be needed. 
  
Notwithstanding the above, residents who raised the removal issue were advised that the 
retention/removal of the levee would be reported to Council at its February 2021 meeting. It was 
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considered that by that time the Bureau would have a more considered opinion of the potential 
impacts of the La Nina to allow further consideration of the matter. 
  
In the early period following the construction of the levee, all traffic was blocked from 
accessing/crossing the levee. Following community representations Council opened Vicary Street 
to “Light Traffic Only” with signage also erected for heavy vehicles to continue to utilize O’Grady 
Street to travel through the village along with signage being erected near the Park warning drivers 
of the Playground. 
 
Current Situation 
On 15 February 2021, the Bureau of Meteorology issued advice that March to May 2021 is likely to 
be wetter than average across large parts of Australia “with a greater than 70% chance for much 
of Western Australia (except in the south-west, where chances are closer to 50%), the Northern 
Territory, northern and western Queensland, South Australia and most of central to western New 
South Wales.” 
 
In this regard a copy of the forecast map is attached below. 
 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/archive/rain.forecast.median.national.month1.2
0210211.hr.png 
 
The Bureau also advises that whilst La Niña is likely past its peak strength, it is still expected to 
influence Australia’s rainfall during this outlook period. La Niña typically increases the likelihood of 
above average rainfall across eastern and northern Australia during summer and early autumn. 
Time will tell as to the eventual rainfall received, however the chances of above average rainfall 
and the potential for flood events remains. 
 
At the Wanaaring Village Community Meeting held on Tuesday 16 February 2021, and as attended 
by eleven (11) local residents, it is fair to say that all residents in attendance were in favour of the 
removal of the levee from Vicary Street, Wanaaring, sooner rather than later. They advised that 
the current route through the village was difficult for road train traffic, the existing route pushed 
heavy traffic past the school and further it meant that tourist traffic was not easily able to access 
the hotel, when and if it reopens. 
 
Given the communities view, it is considered that Council should look to investigate the removal of 
applicable sections of the levee. The issue of course is that flooding will occur again, one day, with 
Council not wanting to have to again spend significant funds (circa $97,000 in 2020) rebuilding 
portions of the levee. Accordingly, from a risk perspective, it would be proposed that Council seek 
advice from Public Works as to the most cost-effective methodology that would result in 
unimpeded access for all traffic along Vicary Street, coupled with a proposal that would permit 
Wanaaring residents to shore up the levee should there be high level flooding in the Paroo River in 
the future, for a further report to Council.  
 
Financial Implications 
Funding for advice from Public Works is available in Councils 2020/2021 Operational Plan – 
Wanaaring Village allocation. 
 
  

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/archive/rain.forecast.median.national.month1.20210211.hr.png
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/outlooks/archive/rain.forecast.median.national.month1.20210211.hr.png
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Recommendation 
That as a matter of priority Council seek advice from Public Works Advisory as to the most cost 
effective methodology that would result in unimpeded access for all traffic along Vicary Street, 
Wanaaring coupled with a proposal that would permit Wanaaring residents to shore up the 
levee should there be high level flooding in the Paroo River in the future, for a further report to 
Council. 
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15 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

15.1 *** BANK RECONCILIATION & STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31 December 2020. 
 
Current Situation 
Balances as per Bank Statement $625,480.23 
Plus: Deposit not shown $0.000 
Less: Unpresented Cheques $2,878.99 
Balance as per Cash Book $622,601.24 
 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31 December 2020 
Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 
General $20,196,508.46 $200,000.00 
Water $1,919,174.54  
Sewer $2,495,951.69  
Trust $91,189.17  
Total Funds $24,702,823.86  
 
Investments as at 31 December 2020 
National Australia Bank $1,141,382.85 1.30% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $698,409.62 1.00% 242 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,711,130.64 0.95% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,089,425.35 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,076,401.54 0.75% 365 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,045,954.72 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $453,028.80 0.73% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,005,255.02 0.75% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,097,705.04 0.53% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $802,888,.67 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 367 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $674,847.12 0.40% 180 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,283,793.25 Flex   
Total Investments $24,080,222.62    
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In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 it is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 
Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
Reconciliation at 31 December 2020 
Balance as per cash book $622,601.24 
Investments $24,080,222.62 
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $24,702,823.86 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 December 2020 

 Balance Transaction Balance 
 30 November 2020  31 December 2020 
General Fund $21,431,101.47  -$1,234,593.01 $20,196,508.46  
Water Fund $1,218,730.06  $700,444.48 $1,919,174.54  
Sewer Fund $2,479,194.89  $16,756.80 $2,495,951.69  
Trust Fund $93,144.17  -$1,955.00 $91,189.17  
Investments -$23,676,420.44  -$403,802.18 -$24,080,222.62  
Totals $1,545,750.15 -$923,148.91 $662,601.24 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31 December 2020                                                 

Balance as at 30 November 2020 $1,545,750.15 
Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $183,883.79 
(b) Other Cash  $4,093,242.57 

  
Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $4,796,473.09 
(b) New Investment  $403,802.18 

Balance as at 31 December 2020 $622,601.24 
 

 
Recommendation 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 December, 2020 be noted. 
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15.2 *** INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2020 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The investment report is submitted monthly to Council. 
 
Issues 

• Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

• Statutory obligations are being met 
• Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Assessment 
Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
The management, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2020/21 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 1.475%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 
Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31 December 2020 is $24,080,222.62. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31 December 2020 is $36,293.72.  
 
Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 23 July 2020. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12 January 2011 
 
Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investment Portfolio 
Investments as at 31 December 2020 
National Australia Bank $1,141,382.85 1.30% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $698,409.62 1.00% 242 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,711,130.64 0.95% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,089,425.35 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,076,401.54 0.75% 365 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,045,954.72 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $453,028.80 0.73% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,005,255.02 0.75% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,097,705.04 0.53% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $802,888,.67 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 367 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $674,847.12 0.40% 180 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,283,793.25 Flex   
Total Investments $24,080,222.62    
 
Term Deposits 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $403,802.18 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 

Recommendation 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio 31 December, 2020 be received and 
noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted. 
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15.3 *** BANK RECONCILIATION & STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31 January 2021 
 
Current Situation 
Balances as per Bank Statement $914,711.98 
Plus: Deposit not shown $42.00 
Less: Unpresented Cheques $178,800.45 
Balance as per Cash Book $735,953.53 
 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31 January 2021 
Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 
General $20,756,363.15 $200,000.00 
Water $1,452,259.36  
Sewer $2,534,157.33  
Trust $91,005.17  
Total Funds $24,833,785.01  
 
Investments as at 31 January 2021 
National Australia Bank $1,711,130.64 0.95% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,089,425.35 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,076,401.54 0.75% 365 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,045,954.72 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $453,028.80 0.73% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,005,255.02 0.75% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,097,705.04 0.53% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $802,888,.67 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 367 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,153,578.45 0.44% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $674,847.12 0.40% 180 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $703,040.17 0.35% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,284,575.89 Flex   
Total Investments $24,097,831.48    
 
In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government Act (General) Regulation 2005 it is 
certified that the above investments have been made under Sec 625 of the Local Government 
Act and Council’s Investment Policy. 
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Reconciliation at 31 January 2021 
Balance as per cash book $735,953.53 
Investments $24,097,831.48 
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $24,833,785.01 

 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 January 2021 

 Balance Transaction Balance 
 31 December 2020  31 January 2021 
General Fund $20,196,508.46  559,854.69 $20,756,363.15  
Water Fund $1,919,174.54  -466,915.18 $1,452,259.36  
Sewer Fund $2,495,951.69  38,205.64 $2,534,157.33  
Trust Fund $91,189.17  -184.00 $91,005.17  
Investments -$24,080,222.62  -$17,608.86 -$24,097,831.48  
Totals $662,601.24 113,352.29 $735,953.53 

 
Balance of all Funds as at 31 January 2021                                                 

Balance as at 31 December 2020 $622,601.24 
Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $116,709.71 
(b) Other Cash  $1,482,181.24 

  
Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $1,467,929.80 
(b) New Investment  $17,608.86 

Balance as at 31 January 2021 $735,953.53 
 
 
Recommendation 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 January 2021 be noted. 
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15.4 *** INVESTEMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JANUARY 2021 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
The investment report is submitted monthly to Council. 
 
Issues 

• Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and Council’s 
Investment Policy 

• Statutory obligations are being met 
• Councillors roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Assessment 
Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 
The management, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
Financial Implications/Consideration 
The 2020/21 Budget estimates the total investment revenue as $295,000 which represents an 
estimated return of 1.475%. This revenue is split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer 
Funds and changes on a monthly basis in accordance with cash flow requirements.  
 
The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31st January, 2021 is $24,097,831.48. 
 
Investment income earned as at 31 January, 2021 is $53,902.58.  
 
Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v5) – Investment Policy adopted 23 July 2020. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12 January 2011. 
 
Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
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Investment Portfolio 
Investments as at 31 January 2021 
National Australia Bank $1,711,130.64 0.95% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,089,425.35 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,076,401.54 0.75% 365 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,045,954.72 0.70% 182 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $453,028.80 0.73% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,005,255.02 0.75% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,097,705.04 0.53% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $802,888,.67 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 367 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $2,000,000.00 0.50% 300 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $1,153,578.45 0.44% 330 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $674,847.12 0.40% 180 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $703,040.17 0.35% 90 Days A1+ 
National Australia Bank $3,284,575.89 Flex   
Total Investments $24,097,831.48    
 
Term Deposits 
Discussions/Comments 
The Investment portfolio increased by $17,608.86 during the period. 
 
The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank. The 
investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise investment performance and 
minimise risk. 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the new 
cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 
 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio 31 January, 2021 be received and 

noted. 
2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report adopted 
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15.5 *** DELIVERY PLAN - HALF YEARLY REVIEW 2020/2021 

File Number: P4.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Delivery Plan - Half Yearly Review 2020-2021    

  

Background 
Enclosed is the half yearly review of Bourke Shire Council’s Delivery Plan for 2020/2021. The 
report highlights the progress made towards the actions as indicated in our Community Strategic 
Plan and subsequent Delivery Plan. 
 
Current Situation 
Overall progress towards achieving the goals set out in the delivery plan is progressing well with 
just a few exceptions that continue to prove difficult to implement or make progress on. 
 
Of note it has been difficult to achieve improved mobile phone services for our more remote 
communities. Our State and Federal representatives are aware of the need for improved services 
and Shire staff and Councillors continue to lobby.  
 
We have also tried unsuccessfully to gain funding for the development of a Cultural Centre at the 
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. It is still felt that this is important for our community and again 
we continue to work with third parties to try and realise this goal.  
 
Most items contained within the Delivery Plan are underway and the majority have progressed to 
a 50% level half way through the year. Most of the deliverables within the delivery plan are also 
Council’s core business with a strong emphasis on consultation with community agencies, 
governance and statutory obligations in regards to water and road maintenance. 
 
Overall management is pleased with progress made towards the Delivery Plan for 2020/2021. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council note the half yearly Delivery Report as presented to the Ordinary Meeting of 
Council held on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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15.6 *** GROWING BOURKE PLAN 2021 

File Number: P4.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Growing Bourke Plan 2021    

  

Background 
Bourke Shire Council has for the past two (2) years adopted a “Growing Bourke” Plan that outlines 
projects and activities that require financial assistance or funding to progress and continue the 
growth of the Bourke LGAs social and economic fabric. 
 
Councillors and BSC MANEX have identified priority projects that require financial assistance to 
proceed in the “Growing Bourke Plan 2021”.  
 
“The Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is a plan to be read in conjunction with Bourke’s’ Community 
Strategic Plan and is an interim plan to be circulated to community, potential investors and 
government. 
 
The “Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is a living document and provides the opportunity for 
amendment and re-adoption at any time. 
 
Current Situation 
Feedback from Australian and NSW Government Departments is the desire for Bourke Shire 
Council to update their “Growing Bourke Plan” and promote this plan throughout other Councils 
as “best practice” plan for mapping and planning priority projects. 
 
The Draft “Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is attached for Council consideration and adoption. 
 
Financial Implications 
The “Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is a mapping and planning tool, aimed at attracting funding 
opportunities from investors – business, philanthropic and Government Departments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council adopt the Growing Bourke Plan 2021 as presented to Council on Monday, 22 
February 2021. 
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15.7 *** LOCAL ROADS AND COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM PHASE 2 - 
PROPOSED PROJECT 

File Number: L8.15 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
2 In December 2020, Bourke Shire Council received confirmation of the Australian 
Governments Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LRCI) Phase 2. Grant 
agreements were signed and sent to Council, confirming an allocation of $868,018 for Bourke 
Shire Council. 
3  
4 Council is required to nominate projects for the LRCI Program before projects can 
commence. Project construction is between January and December 2021, with all projects to be 
completed by 31 December 2021 – no extensions. 
5  
6 Guidelines and categories for project consideration are as follows; General Road 
Maintenance, Construction of a New Road, Street Lighting Equipment, Closed Circuit TV (CCTV), 
Bicycle and Walking Paths, Painting/Improvements to Community Facilities, Repairs/Replacement 
of Fencing, Improved Accessibility of Community Facilities and Areas, Landscaping Improvements, 
Picnic Shelters or Barbeque Facilities at Community Parks, Playgrounds and Skate Parks (including 
all Ability Playgrounds), Toilet Blocks, Off-road Car Parks and Sporting and Recreation Facilities. 
 
Current Situation 
Council’s MANEX staff met prior to Christmas and discussed projects that are considered suitable, 
are within budget limitations and can be resourced and successfully completed by 31 December 
2021.  
 
The following projects are for Council consideration and are included as priorities in the Growing 
Bourke 2021 Plan:- 
1 Medical Centre External Upgrade (safety fence for carpark and building ($80K) 

and automated sprinkler system ($40)) 
$120,000 

2 Back O’ Bourke Function Centre Disability Access Path $ 60,000 
3 Men’s Shed – Relocation of Toilet $ 50,000 
4 Solar Lighting on Footpath / Bike Track from Wharf to North Bourke $ 112,000 
5 Chairs, tables, furniture for public spaces / parks / reserves $ 20,000 
6 Additional Swimming Pool Shade  $506,018 
 TOTAL $868,018 
 
Financial Implications 
The Australian Government’s Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program Phase 2 has 
committed $868,018 for Bourke Shire Council, with no expectation of financial contribution from 
Council. 
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A condition of funding is projects must be completed by 31 December 2021. 
 
 
Recommendation 
1. The six (6) identified projects in the report of the Manager of Corporate Services herewith be 

adopted and submitted as projects under the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure 
Program (LRCI), Phase 2. 

2. That the necessary agreements with the Commonwealth Government be entered into noting 
that the various projects are to be completed by 31 December 2021. 
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15.8 *** NORTH BOURKE BUILDING BETTER REGIONS FUND - $300K BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL 
COMMITMENT OF FUNDING IF SUCCESSFUL 

File Number: B6.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
For some years Council has pursued funding to renew the original North Bourke Bridge and 
reinstate it as a secondary river crossing between Bourke and North Bourke for pedestrians, 
cyclists and emergency vehicles. 
 
The original North Bourke Bridge is currently closed to all traffic (pedestrian and vehicular) as it is 
deemed unsafe. 
 
A report was provided to Bourke Shire Council in October 2020 detailing the process and 
associated cost in renewing the original North Bourke Bridge to the desired standard. The Quantity 
Survey attached to the report outlined the project being conservatively estimated at $3.9M. 
 
As time progresses, deterioration to the North Bridge increases – the cost of renewal has 
increased from $2.6M in December 2019 to $3,879,686 in October 2020. 
 
Council has in reserve $700K allocated as a contribution toward the renewal of the original North 
Bourke Bridge. 
 
Current Situation 
The Australian Government’s Department of Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities 
opened the Building Better Regions Fund, Round 5, on 12 January 2021 following an 
announcement of $200 million in the 2020-21 Budget for a fifth round of the BBRF. Round Five 
includes:- 

• $100 million to support tourism-related infrastructure projects which are focussed on 
mitigating the economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on a region's tourism industry. 

• The other $100 million will support regional remote Australia more broadly, by funding 
general infrastructure projects and community investment projects. 

 
Bourke Shire Council applied for Round 4 of this fund in December 2019; requesting $1,950,000 
(75%) in assistance from the Australian Government and a $650,000 (25%) contribution from 
Bourke Shire Council. The application was not successful and feedback from the Department of 
Infrastructure, Regional Development and Cities has provided feedback and has indicated that this 
project is eligible to re-apply. 
 
Building Better Regions Fund Round 5, closes on Friday, 5 March 2021.  
 
A partial draft application has been prepared for BBRF Round 5, however this application cannot 
be completed and lodged until a co-contribution from Bourke Shire Council is resolved. 
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Financial Implications 
North Bourke Bridge – Preliminary Cost Estimate for Full Repair for Purpose of Application for 
Grant Funding from Lyons Advantage at October 2020 was $3,879,686 
 
Eligibility for funding requires a 25% contribution by the applicant of $969,922 
 
Council has $700K in reserves and an additional minimum commitment of $269,922 is required by 
Council to ensure eligibility to apply for BBRF Round 5 funding.  
 
This will provide the minimal contribution of $969,922 (25%) toward the BBRF Round 5. 
 
To achieve the minimal contribution, it is proposed that Council source the proposed addition 
funding from its Infrastructure Reserve Fund.  
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council commit additional funds of $269,922 from Councils Infrastructure Reserve Fund to 
ensure a total co-contribution from Council of $969,922 (25%) to the Building Better Regions 
Fund Round 5, for North Bourke Bridge Renewal, if a funding application is successful. 
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15.9 *** AWNING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

File Number: B32.4-G4.97 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
In January 2020, Bourke Shire Council was awarded Funding to undertake the next stage of the 
main street beautification project. One of the elements of this project was to develop the Main 
Street Awning Improvement Program. An amount of $150,000 has been set aside to deliver this 
program. 
 
The intent of the Main Street Awning Improvement Program is to work with the private 
landowners within the main street area to improve the overall look and safety of the awnings in 
the street.  
 
With grant funding that has previously been provided, Bourke Shire Council has sought to improve 
the amenity of the main street and ultimately make the main street a more welcoming 
environment for visitors and locals alike. 
 
One of the long-standing initiatives to improve the overall look of the main street is to work with 
business owners to improve the façade and awnings within the main street precinct.  
 
There is also a need for Bourke Shire Council along with the property owners to ensure the safety 
of pedestrians in regards to the awnings that overhang the public space, which is the footpath. 
 
Current Situation 
Council has met with property owners within the Bourke Main Street Precinct and provided details 
of available opportunities to be part of this funding process. 
 
Section 356 of the Local Government Act allows Council to financially assist others and provides a 
mechanism to enable the distribution of the grant funding. 
 
The Act provides that a proposed recipient who acts for private gain is not ineligible to be granted 
financial assistance but must not receive any benefit under this section until 28 days’ public notice 
of the council’s proposal to pass the necessary resolution has been given. Public notice is 
accordingly given. 
 
Council is proposing to proceed with the Main Street Awning Program. This Program will be 
delivered in two (2) parts to eligible land owners. The Public Notice was advertised in the Western 
Herald on 17 December 2020. 
 
No submissions were received during or after the Public Notice period. 
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Financial Implications 
An amount of $150,000 has been set aside for this project through the State Governments funding 
for the Bourke Business District Regeneration – Stage Two (2) Grant. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That Bourke Shire Council proceed with the development of the Main Street Awning 
Improvement Program as detailed in the report presented to Council on 24 August 2020. 
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15.10 *** 2021/2022 - OPERATIONAL PLAN PREPARATION 

File Number: P4.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Work on the budget is essentially a year round project and work has already commenced on the 
compilation of the 2021/2022 Operational Plan (Budget). 
 
If any Councillor has a project they wish to have included in the Operational Plan or would like to 
see an amendment to the current level of expenditure or current level of service in any area, they 
are asked to contact the Manager of Corporate Services at their earliest convenience. 
 
Council often receives requests for assistance and for items to be included in the Operational Plan. 
Following the completion of the Operational Plan and to ensure everyone has the opportunity to 
have input prior to the document being finalised, it is again intended to place advertisements 
seeking the submissions of such requests. 
 
It is proposed, as has been the case in the past few years that the Draft Operational Plan for 
2021/2022 include provision for the adoption of the maximum rate increase allowed for by IPART 
in their annual determination, which for 2021/2022 will be 2%. 
 
It is also proposed that the Water and Sewer Operational Plans will be structured to allow for a 
balanced budget, inclusive of the depreciation. This has become increasing difficult as the level of 
depreciation has increased following revaluations and this will become increasingly difficult as the 
works are undertaken on the emergency water supply and the new Water Treatment Plant.  
 
Current Situation 
Under the Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework, a Council is required to develop and 
adopt a number of documents including; a Community Strategic Plan, a Delivery Plan, a Long Term 
Financial Plan, Resourcing Strategy and an Asset Management Plan. The 2021/2022 Draft 
Operational Plan will align to these documents, where possible. 
 
The Community Strategic Plan (CSP) was reviewed in 2016 following the quadrennial elections and 
changes identified in the strategic priorities have been included where possible within the 
successive budgets and this will continue in 2021/2022.  
 
The increase in wages as detailed under the Local Government State Award is likely to be around 
2% and this obviously flows onto wage related costs including superannuation and worker’s 
compensation. 
 
The increases for individual employees will vary as they progress through the skills based salary 
system, however, an overall figure of 4% will be utilised in the compilation of the increase in 
wages. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 February 2021 
 

Item 15.10 Page 199 

Given the increase in costs generally, the budget will once again be tight and it is hoped that 
additional savings and efficiencies will continue to able to be identified as we see changes in both 
work practices and the use of technology and improved equipment. 
 
Council has been fortunate to be able to secure significant funding from a number of grant sources 
and this has in turn assisted in being able to provide opportunities for employment. 
 
Fees and charges will be set as a minimum, on a full cost recovery basis, and where applicable 
include on-costs. Some fees are set by legislation or by external bodies and Council fees will 
obviously reflect these determinations in the fee structure. 
 
In respect of the timetable for the preparation and adoption of Council’s 2021/2022 Operational 
Plan, the following in proposed: 
4 January 2021  Preparation Commenced 
10 March 2021  MANEX Meeting to Finalise Preliminary Document 
12 March 2021  Draft Document Distributed Councillors 
18 March 2021 Meeting of Corporate Service Committee to considerer preliminary document 
22 March 2021 Draft Document to Council for approval to proceed to advertisement 
1 April 2021 Period of Public Notices Commences 
3 May 2021 Closing Date for Submissions to be lodged 
24 May 2021 Submissions presented to Council for consideration 
24 May 2021  Subject to any amendments the Operational Plan is to be adopted 
14 June 2021 Final Document published and distributed 
 
Financial Implications 
The Operational Plan provides the budgetary framework for Council’s operation for the year. 
 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the 2021/2022 Operational Plan be prepared utilising the 2% General Rate increase as 

determined by IPART 
2. That any Councillors wishing to have an item included in the 2021/2022 Draft Operational 

Plan for consideration, notify the Manager of Corporate Services by 25 February 2021 
3. That the proposed timetable for the preparation and adoption of Council’s 2021/2022 

Operational Plan be adopted. 
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15.11 *** BUDGET REVIEW TO 31 DECEMBER 2020 

File Number: F1.1-LD-L11.10.4 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. 2020/2021 Budget Review    

  

Background 
Clause 203 (1) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) requires a 
Council’s responsible accounting officer to prepare and submit a Quarterly Budget Review 
Statement (QBRS) to the governing body of Council within two (2) months of the end of the 
quarter. Submitted hereunder is that report. 
 
Current Situation 
The Division of Local Government released guidelines on the preparation of QBRS to Council in 
December 2010 with mandatory reporting in line with the guidelines commencing in July 2011 
 
The QBRS must show, by reference to the estimated income and expenditure that is set out in the 
operational plan adopted by Council for the relevant year, a revised estimate of income and 
expenditure for that year. 
 
The guidelines also require the budget review statement to include a report by the responsible 
accounting officer as to whether or not they consider the statement indicates Council to be in a 
satisfactory financial position (with regard to its original budget) and if not, to include 
recommendations for remedial action. 
Issues 
• The QBRS must be prepared by the Responsible Accounting Officer and presented to Council 

within two months of the end of the quarter. 
• The minimum format of the QBRS is governed by the Division of Local Government’s Guidelines 

in December 2010. 
 
Assessment 

(a) Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulations) clause 203 requires a 
Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer to prepare and submit a quarterly budget review 
statement to the governing body of Council within two months of the end of the quarter 
Division of Local Government – Quarterly Budget Review Guidelines issued December 2010 

 
(b) Financial Implications/Considerations 

Council’s original budget was adopted as part of the 2020/2021 Operational Plan on 25th 
May 2020 and reflected an overall cash based surplus of $723,677. 

 
(c) Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Practice 

Nil 
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(d) Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Community Strategic Plan  
Delivery Program/Operational Plan 

 
Discussion 
The QBRS has been prepared for the December 2020 review period and is presented to Council for 
consideration. 
  
This review has been undertaken in consultation with the General Manager, Managers and other 
officers where applicable.  
 
Overall Financial Position 
The revised consolidated budget result following the December QBRS is estimated to be a Surplus 
of $364,599. 
 
At the November Council meeting (Minute 2020/381) work on the dreaming track project not 
completed in the 2019/2020 financial year was voted for the 2020/2021 year. The total amount of 
revote from general revenue is $115,000 to be taken from Equity. Council has $9M of unrestricted 
funds once internal & external restrictions are accounted for.    
 
The break-up of the funds are detailed in the table below once depreciation has been added back: 
 

Fund Expenses Revenues Depreciation Operating result 
General ($49,702,387) $44,992,802 $4,335,150 (374,435) 
Water ($11,331,140) $10,636,179 $1,120,854 $425,893 
Sewer ($1,410,360) $1,410,360 $313,101 $313,101 
Total ($62,443,887) $57,039,341 $5,769,105 $364,559 

 
The adjustments which have been identified during the Review are summarised below: 
 
Operating and Capital Works Budgets: 

Adjustment Description Budget Impact 
Operational Income – increase 645,726 
Operational Expenses – increase (637,225) 
  
Capital Income and Contributions - increase 14,005,470 
Capital Expenditure - additional (14,130,470) 
Transfer to/from Reserves  
Net adjustment - Budget $(116,499) 

 
Summary Budget Impact 
Original Budget surplus 723,677 
Adjustments from QBRS September 2020 (242,619) 
Adjustments from QBRS December 2020 (116,499) 
Revised Budget  $364,559 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
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The financial position of Bourke Shire Council as at 31st December 2020 is considered to be 
satisfactory and is confirmed by the Report from the Responsible Accounting Officer provided 
under separate cover to Council. 
 
 
Recommendation 
1. That the document entitled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement – December 2020” be 

received and noted 
2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget Review 

Statement – December 2020” be Adopted. 
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16 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

17 TOURISM & EVENTS 

Nil 

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil 

19 POLICIES 

Nil 

20 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil 
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21 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES ROAD WORKS & WORKSHOP - WORKS COMPLETED 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Mark Gordon, Manager Roads 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
The following information outlines works completed from the 2 December 2020 to 10 February 2021 
inclusive. 

 
 Road Works  - Chris Morrall – Roads Supervisor 
 1. NORTH SECTOR – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader 

Location Work Carried Out 
MR 405 Wanaaring Road Bitumen construction Romani to Wangamana 

commenced 
HW 7 North Mitchell HWY Shoulder widening commenced 

 2. SOUTH SECTOR - John Reed, Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
MR 405 Wanaaring Road Bitumen construction Romani to Wangamana 

commenced 
RLR 5 Coronga Peak Road Top grade completed 
3. TRANSPORT SECTOR - Simon Wielinga, Team Leader 
MR 405 Wanaaring Road Bitumen construction Romani to Wangamana 

commenced 
4    BITUMEN SECTOR - John Bartley, Team Leader 
Bourke Township Patching undertaken 
Regional Roads Patching undertaken 
State Highways Patching undertaken 

Slashing completed 
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WORKSHOP – Colin Kiley, Team Leader, Tradesman Plant Mechanic 
Plant 
no Rego Description Work Carried Out 

44 YII29T Mazda BT 50 Carryout service 

46 BX92HR 2013 Hino FC Engine overheating, removed bash plates and fan 
shroud clean radiator out and reassemble 

50 CL16AC Kenworth Replaced engine mounts, rear torque rods, hydraulic 
pump, replaced lights, replaced and repair wiring 

56 TD54EC Snorkle Repair wiring on boom sensor 

57 CC20UJ 2015 Hino 

Carry out full service on truck and sweeper engine, 
remove and replace bottom broom, repair blown 
hoses, remove and replace rear suction hose, bottom 
broom and steel shots 

59 Z 37484 2014 Transtech 
Quadaxle Check over brakes 

62  2010 Delta Adjust clutch and replaced blades 

64  2011 Gason HD Remove and replaced main drive gearbox and slip 
clutch assembly 

65 BG97LI 2010 John Deere Remove fuel tank, repair leak and reassemble  

66 CI37TV Caterpillar 
Backhoe 

Carryout service, Check over wiring in air conditioner, 
replaced front bump stops 

68 X50802 2011 Moore Remove, replace and adjust wheel bearing shoes, 
replace missing and worn bolts 

69 X50803 2011 Moore Remove, replace and adjust wheel bearings and brake 
72 BC83YB 2009 John Deere Repair air conditioner 
92 NX29QQ 2014 Western Star Carryout service, repair air and oil leak 
93 CE53WX 2015 Colorado Carryout service 

106 63722 D Toro Mower Carryout service, remove radiator and oil cooler, clean 
out and reassemble 

107 73635 C 2009 Kubota Carryout service, removed clean and replaced radiator 

109 07615 C 2011 Toro Change engine oil and filters, remove clean and 
replace radiator 

111 TB60BR Dolly Remove, replace and adjust wheel bearings and brake 
125 YJO28X Mazda BT 50 Carryout service 

130 YWE633 2003 Case 

Carryout service, diagnose coolant leak, remove 
radiator found water pump leaking, remove and 
replace water pump, fan, two belts idler pulleys, 
thermostat and radiator hose 

132 CP22CH John Deere Carryout service, pull circle apart, replace inserts 
reshim and adjust to specs 

134 94196 D 2019 John Deere 

Carryout service, remove and replace blade inserts, 
adjust blade, check over machine while in workshop, 
calibrate steering and transmission, diagnose coolant 
leak found damaged coolant hoses, remove and 
replace hose 

137 DH91BK 2010 Volvo Blade cylinder damaged remove and clean cylinder, 
repair and reassemble, remove and replace blade 
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139 BR53WH Caterpillar 950h 

Carryout service, remove and replace hydraulic hose 
repair grease lines, repair oil leak, fit scale printer, 
remove old wiring and connect new wiring 
manufacture mounting bracket 

141 XN84BW John Deere Grader Carryout service 

144 AH13CI Franna Remove scales for repair and recalibrate, regas air 
conditioner 

149 TC61FS Moore Trailers Repair bows in tarp, repairs lights, replace hydraulic 
hoses on tipping rams, replace brake booster 

150 BV55RE 2013 Caterpillar Carryout service, repair oil leaks, replace gaskets, fuel 
pump, fuel hoses and injectors 

170 CS74ZN Holden Colorado Carryout service, diagnose fuel problem found faulty 
fuel pump 

172 CL38AZ Isuzu Carryout service 

174 YKY51P Mazda BT 50 Carryout service, repair water tank, carryout exhaust 
burn 

178 CO73PY Isuzu Carryout service, flush out air conditioner and repair 
wiring 

180 TD35QS Car trailer Remove and replace winch 

199  Spray tank quick 
spray Replace pull start and ignition 

214  Remko Pump Carryout service 
218 BR67WH 2012 Hino Carryout service 

223  Atlas Copco Remove compressor, replace drive dampener 
reassemble 

231 X22672 2011 Kohler 

Carryout service, Diagnose starting problem, found 
burnt out wire and oil in radiator, remove gen set 
from container, clean engine, engine faulty order new 
controller filters and radiator hoses, fit generator to 
container test  

235  Cummins 
Generator Carryout service 

236  Pump Carryout service 
239 TB85BR Tri Axle Tanker Replace hydraulic drive coupler and air breathers 
260  Mazda BT 50 Carryout service 
265 XN36KU Isuzu NQR 450 Carryout service 

298  Caterpillar 
Compactor Repair oil leak and hoses 

400 J 49593 Seca Sewer 
Machine Replace tail lights, repair pressure hose 

403 CV46DV Isuzu D-Max  

406 TF03PJ GENSET Carryout service, diagnose idling fault, controller 
needed calibrate controller 

410 CS64ZN Holden Colorado Carryout service 
505 XN17EH Kenworth Carryout service, repair air conditioning wire 

506 XN65HG Kenworth Carryout service, diagnose problem with air 
conditioning, faulty wiring, repair wiring, repaired 
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coolant hose 

510 73228 D Smooth Drum 
Roller Carryout service 

511 73229 D Smooth Drum 
Roller Carryout service, remove and rep[lace hydraulic hose 

512 73235 D Multi Tyre Roller Repair brakes and replace belts. Repair wiring, repair 
radio 

521 YN04BI Moore’s Trailers Replace bearings in tarp pulley, remove and replace 
battery for traps and calibrate 

522 YN05BI Moore’s Trailers Remove and replace battery for tarps, repair and weld 
mud guard and rear bumper 

555 CY80XA Mitsubishi Pajero Carryout service 
Staff Training First Aid Training 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Road Works and 
Workshop Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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21.2 PARKS & GARDENS / TOWN SERVICES / WATER & WASTEWATER  
ENGINEERING SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Acting General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
The following information outlines works completed for the period 27/11/2020 to 01/02/2021 
inclusive. 
 
Current Situation 

PARKS & GARDENS – Terry Rankmore, Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
General All parks & sporting grounds gardens, regular mowing & maintenance carried 

out. 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned & maintained. 
Public toilets cleaned & maintained. 
Clean facilities. 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities. 

Small Plant Maintenance & service carried out on all ground plant. 
Works Requests Actioned & ongoing. 
1 Tudor St General maintenance carried out. 
Wharf General maintenance carried out. 

Prepare for Australia Day 
Council Office General maintenance carried out. 
Renshaw Complex Grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained. 

Prepare grounds for gun club. 
Coolican Oval General maintenance carried out. 
Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out. 

Prepare grounds for Junior and Senior Cricket. 
Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing & maintenance carried out, graffiti removal. 
Villages Mow grounds, facilities cleaned & maintained. 
Airport Mowed airstrip. 
Staff Training First Aid Training 
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TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader 
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned & ongoing 

Weekly sand footpaths 
Weekly Town mowing 
Relieving Staff in garbage truck 
Daily-Main street programme 
Daily airport Inspections 
Monthly airport inspections Louth & Wanaaring 

Cemetery Prepare graves:- 7/12/20, 8/1/21, 22/1/21, 29/1/21 
Rest Areas Weekly rubbish removal & cleaning along road side, removed burnt out car 

Mow & poison Sydney Road rest areas  
Staff Training Nil 
General Town mowing 

Deliver sand to Exhibition Centre  
Pick up frame work from DJB Fabrications and take to Cenotaph 
Whipper snip Wood Bros corner 
Deliver sand and pavers to  Cenotaph 
Clean out culvert for new power pole 
Erect Christmas flags in main street 
Deliver crusher dust to pool to back fill tank hole 
Remove branches from Harris Street 
Poison depot 
Pick up Christmas trees from Cobar 
Water new trees on footpath 
Cover grass at Exhibition Centre from bad mowing 
Replace bin in main street 
Crane rock in main street 
Crane old North Bourke Bridge 
Remove 2 x vehicles from Oxley and Becker Street 
Remove dead trees from Short and  Harris Street 
Town poisoning-footpath, drains, culverts 
Pick up Christmas tree from  DJB Fabrications 
Crane to water works 
Crane pool to lift pump 
Remove dead animal from Tarcoon 
Kill ants at Enngonia 
Remove trees from Sturt Street 
Prune tree in laneway at court House 
Pick up trees after storm 
Remove to burnt out vehicles from Oxley Street and behind Caltex 
Erect parking sign 
Unload truck at Exhibition Centre for new shades 
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Pick up rubbish from Birrang 
Slash entrance into town 
Erect solar light main street 
Change main street flags for ANZAC Day 
Open levee gates behind race course for fun run and remove rubbish 
Mow race track at Renshaw 
Louth / Wanaaring airstrip checks 
Slashing North Bourke Village 
Poison race track 
Slash Airport 
Pick up rubbish PCYC 
Poison laneways 
Clean out gutter and GPT outlet from plumbers, dug up Richard Street 
Australia Day set up 
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Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 
Water Supply Planned Maintenance for  December  2020 
26 Green Street Sewer Choke 
27 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 
Wharf toilet Sewer Choke 
2 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 
6 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 
56 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 
14 Becker Street Sewer Choke 
28  Wortumertie Street Sewer Choke 
Davidson Oval Install 50mm raw water service for sprinklers 

Repair filtered water leak behind grand stand 
Pool Install 50mm RPZ valve on pump shed 
Louth Repair leaking toilet 

Install new water service 
Repair 25mm leaking water service 

Becker Street SPS Replace sewer pump 
72 Hope Street Low raw water pressure, blow out and clear 
80 Oxley Street Low raw water pressure, blow out and clear 
Central Park Disconnect damaged toilets and connect water service 

Repair leaking solenoid on sprinkler system 
Cemetery Repair 50mm raw water poly line 
17 Hope Street Repair 20mm leaking filtered water service 
Namoi Street, North Bourke Repair 20mm leaking filtered water service 
31 Moculta Street Repair 20mm leaking filtered water service 
43 Mitchell Street Repair 20mm leaking filtered water service 
116 Hope Street  Repair 20mm leaking filtered water service 
PCYC Repair 25mm leaking filtered water service 
5 Culgoa Street Repair 25mm leaking filtered water service 
Macquarie Street, North 
Bourke 

Repair 50mm water main and repair main 

23 Richard Street Repair 150mm water main and repair main 
Darling Park Repair 50mm raw water pipe 
48 Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair service 
3 Hume Place Dug 100mm raw water main and repair service 
40 Wortumertie Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
Airport Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
Alice Edwards Village Routine maintenance & monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 
Clara Hart Village Routine maintenance & monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 
Training Nil 
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Water & Wastewater – Shane Hopley, Team Leader 
Water Supply Planned Maintenance for  January 2021 
2 Wortumertie Street Sewer Choke 
Shire Depot Sewer Choke 
15 Tudor Street Sewer Choke 
7 Yanda Street Sewer Choke 
14 Becker Street Sewer Choke 
7 Coomah Street Sewer Choke 
63 Mitchell Street Sewer Choke 
Fords Bridge Dug 50mm water main and repaired 25mm service 
1 Warraweena Street Dug 50mm water main and repaired 25mm service 
North Bourke Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
3 Charles Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
39 Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
Louth Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
Airport Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main 
73 Mertin Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repair 25mm service 
16 Darling Street Low raw water pressure blow out and clear 
36 Mertin Street Low raw water pressure blow out and clear 
17 Moculta Street Low raw water pressure blow out and clear 
77 Mertin Street Low raw water pressure blow out and clear 
43 Darling Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
8 Mertin Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
1 Darling Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
7 Darling Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
45 Mitchell Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
111 Mitchell Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
12 Becker Street  Dug 100mm raw water main and repair 25mm service 
Culgoa Street, North Bourke Dug 100mm raw water main and repair 25mm service 
Byrock Dug 100mm raw water main and repair main and install hydrant 

signs 
Repair leak on inlet to overhead tank 

North Bourke Replace raw pump and reprogram PLC system 
58 Oxley Street Repair pool pump 
1 Tudor Street Replace toilet and taps 
140 Anson Street Repair leaking filtered water service 
5 Short Street Dug 225mm filtered water main and repair main 
Wanaaring Repair leaking 25mm water service 
Alice Edwards Village Routine maintenance & monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 
Clara Hart Village Routine maintenance & monitoring as per ACP Management 

Plan 
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Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 
Record of Effluent Analysis  

Pollutant Unit Of 
Measure 

Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

Dec 
2020 
TEST 

Jan 
2021 
TEST 

Feb 
2021 
TEST 

Mar 
2021 
TEST 

Apr 
2021 
TEST 

Oil & Grease mg/L 10 3 4    
pH  6.5-8.5 9.82 9.38    
Nitrogen (total) mg/L 15 5.8 10.3    
Phosphorus (total) mg/L 10 1.67 1.30    
Total suspended solids mg/L 20 79 36    
Biochemical oxygen 
demand mg/L 15 15 12    

 
Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll 
exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the above exceedances.   

• Rainfall in Bourke for December 2020 was 22.6 mm 
• Rainfall in Bourke for January 2021 was 23 mm 
• Hottest day for December 2020 was 47.6 degrees  
• Hottest day for January 2021 was 42.2 degrees 
• Coldest day for December 2020 was 14.2 degrees 
• Coldest day for January 2021 was 15.9 degrees 

 
 
Recommendation 
That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as 
presented to Council on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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21.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT - ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: D3.1-A11.1-A8.1 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
Activity report from the Department of Environmental Services, which includes Developments 
Approved, Building Services and Animal Control for the month of December 2020 & January 2021. 
 
Current Situation 
December 2020 

Development Approvals 
Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent Type 
& Consent No 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Delegated DA 2021/0007 78 Vicary Street Wanaaring   Installation of transportable 
dwelling 

Total value of Approved works for December 2020 = $343,000 
No. of Development Application Approvals for December 2020 = 1 
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for December 2020 = 0 

 
January 2021 
Development Approvals 
Delegated 
Authority or 
Council 

Consent 
Type & 
Consent No. 

Subject Land Nature of Development 

Nil    
Total value of Approved works for January 2021 = $0 
No. of Development Application Approvals for January 2021 = 0 
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for January 2021 = 0 

 
December 2020 

Building Services Report 
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  
Risk Assessments Completed with every job 
Training First Aid 
Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 
Contractors Maintenance works completed as required  

Upgrade works completed as per Operational Plan 
Buildings Maintenance works completed as required 
Airport Maintenance works completed as required 
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January 2021 
Building Services Report 
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned and ongoing  
Risk Assessments Completed with every job 
Training First Aid 
Office Monthly check and test Emergency Generator 
Contractors Maintenance works completed as required  

Upgrade works completed as per Operational Plan 
Buildings Maintenance works completed as required 
Airport Maintenance works completed as required 

 
December 2020 

Animal Control 
Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 
Animals in Pound beginning of Month 2 0 
Seized 2 3 
Surrendered 11 0 
Seized by Police 0 0 
Total 15 3 
Euthanased 6 3 
Returned to Owner 0 0 
Released from Pound 2 0 
Re-housed 7 0 
Died in Pound 0 0 
Escaped from Pound 0 0 
Animals Remaining at End of Month 0 0 
Total 15 3 
Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 
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January 2021 
Animal Control 
Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 
Animals in Pound beginning of Month 0 0 
Seized 4 0 
Surrendered 2 0 
Handed in by members of the public 3 0 
Total 9 0 
Euthanased 0 0 
Returned to Owner 0 0 
Released from Pound 3 0 
Re-housed 4 0 
Died in Pound 0 0 
Escaped from Pound 0 0 
Animals Remaining at end of Month 2 0 
Total 9 0 
Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 

• Attended complaints in regards to dogs causing trouble to the general public 
• Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act 
• Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river 
• Patrols of Councils Reserves  

 
Splash Park Attendance for December 2020 
Adults 0 
Children (2+) 0 
Children (<2) 0 
Pensioners 0 
School Groups 0 
Total for Month 0 – Nil statistics provided by contractor 

 
Splash Park Attendance for January 2021 
Adults 78 
Children (2+) 192 
Children (<2) 49 
Pensioners 0 
School Groups 0 
Total for Month 319 

 
Financial Implications 
Nil 
 
Recommendation 
That the information in the Environmental Services Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22 February 2021 be received and noted. 
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21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: G1.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

Activities carried out by the Acting General Manager and General Manager since the last Ordinary 
Meeting of Council held on Monday, 14 December 2020. 

Current Situation 

17 December 2020 

HEALTH SERVICES: 
During last week, an introductory meeting was held with various representatives of Ochre Health 
to discuss the transition of services from RaRMS Health, effective 1 March 2021. As previously 
advised, Ochre Health is the successful tenderer for the provision of health services to the Bourke 
Multipurpose Service. In attendance from Ochre Health was their CEO, Mr Dermott Roche; Co-
Founder and Director, Dr Hamish Meldrum; Director of Medical Services, Dr John Hall and Western 
NSW Project Implementation Lead, Mr Damien Pennyfield. 
 
Interestingly, the genesis of the Ochre Health Group dates back to 2002 when Dr Hamish Meldrum 
and his Co-Founder, Dr Ross Lamplugh established Australian Outback Locums, whilst working as 
Doctors here in Bourke. Fast forward 18 years and Ochre Health is a major provider of healthcare 
to rural, regional and urban communities around Australia. It operates a network of over 40 
medical centres across five (5) states and territories and partners with more than 250 doctors. 
Ochre also works with hospitals and medical practices throughout Australia and New Zealand to 
source and place locum and permanent doctors across a wide range of specialties. Council looks 
forward to working with the Ochre Health Group and welcomes them to Bourke.  
 
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge and thank the outgoing contractor, RaRMS, for its 
contribution to the provision of health services in Bourke. Council at its meeting last Monday 
resolved to formally thank RaRMS and wish them well for their future endeavours.   
 
WHAT WILL BE THE LEVEL OF HEALTH SERVICE IN BOURKE? 
Mr Mark Spittal, Acting Executive Officer Western NSW Local Health District (WNSWLHD) was also 
in attendance when Council met with Ochre Health. Discussions took place regarding the level of 
service to be provided with both Dr Hamish Meldrum from Ochre Health and Mr Spittal confirming 
the following arrangements for the availability of a doctor at the Bourke Multipurpose Service:   
 
Weekdays  
5 days per week during business hrs – On-Site/On-Call Service 0800-1800hrs (Mon-Fri) – for triage 
categories 1 to 5.  
5 Days per week after hours at both sites – On-Site/On- Call Service 1800-0800hrs (Mon-Fri) - for 
triage categories 1 to 2. Virtual Rural Generalist Service to be provided during this time to triage 
categories 3 to 5. 
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Weekends  
2 Days on weekends - On-Site/On-Call Service 0800-1200hrs (for triage categories 1 to 5), 1200-
0800hrs (for triage categories 1 to 2). Virtual Rural Generalist Service to be provided between 
1200-0800 (triage categories 3-5). 
Triage categories 3-5 are the less serious medical presentations to the Multipurpose Service. 
 
I must thank Mark Spittal from the WNSWLHD for his work in respect of these arrangements. 
Council had raised its considerable concerns and Mr Spittal, to his credit, listened, took on board 
such concerns, gave the community his word and awarded a contract that was in excess of the 
minimum level of service as initially issued to market. Thank you Mr Spittal. Your efforts will have 
a positive impact on the quality of life of residents in the Bourke Shire.  
 
WATER RESTRICTIONS: 
On a not so bright note, Level 2 Water Restrictions in Bourke and North Bourke became applicable 
on Sunday, 13 December 2020. This came about as a result of the Bourke Weir Pool River Gauge 
Level dropping to 3.5m. This means that the Weir Pool was at 84% capacity when Level 2 was 
enacted. 
 
I again urge residents to be “water wise” in their water usage patterns and also respect the 
restriction requirements. I am confident that the Bureau of Meteorology declared La Nina weather 
pattern will bring above average rainfalls to eastern states in coming months and bringing flows in 
the river. I hope I am right!   
 
WEATHER RADAR: 
It’s been a long road, but I was pleased to learn that the Brewarrina Doppler Weather Radar has 
now been switched on and providing weather information to western New South Wales 
communities. 
 
After a near 10-year lobbying effort by the former Orana Regional Organisation of Councils 
(OROC), of which Bourke Council was a member, the radar project was developed by the Federal 
Bureau of Meteorology (BOM) and funded by the NSW Government under a Drought Relief 
Package announced in the 2018 budget. 
 
Whilst I only attended OROC meetings when former General Manager, Ross Earl, had other 
commitments, I clearly recall that the need for a weather radar in the North West was a major 
strategic focus for the regional organisation. 
 
Images from the radar appear on the BOM website (www.bom.gov.au/Australia/radar/) and the 
BOM Weather app and show an area which includes Bourke to the west, Nyngan to the south and 
Walgett to the east. 
 
Congratulations to all involved in this important project for their tenacity in bringing it to fruition. 
 
HOLIDAY YOUTH ACTIVITY PROGRAM:   
Considerable work has been undertaken by many to prepare a calendar of Youth Activities in 
Bourke for the School Holiday period from 14 December 2020 to 29 January 2021. In excess of 110 
separate activities have been identified in the calendar, which is fantastic.  
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I extend my thanks to the various Organisations that have been involved in successfully developing  
the calendar: Bourke High School;Birrang SOS MYHub; Catholic Care; Department of Communities 
and Justice; Department of Regional NSW; Department of Sport and Recreation; Maranguka 
Community Hub; Mens Hub; Mission Australia; PCYC; NSW Police; Spirit Program; Transport for 
NSW and Uniting. A copy of the calendar is available on Councils Facebook Site.  
 
COVID-19: 
One of the reasons for NSW’s success in the battle against the COVID-19 virus has been contract 
tracing.  
 
As we potentially travel away from Bourke for the Christmas/New Year Holiday period to more 
populous areas, I urge residents to keep in mind two (2) actions to assist in keep us all COVID safe. 
 
Firstly, check in whenever you go out. This allows contract tracers to quickly get in touch with 
people who have visited a location where COVID-19 has been. 
 
The second is COVID-19 testing. By staying home if you are feeling unwell and immediately getting 
tested, COVID-19 cases can be quickly identified. 
 
It’s all-important that we check in, and if unwell, get tested immediately. 
 
As the NSW Government says: “Everyone, Everywhere, Everytime.”     
 
BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT: 
In the company of Bourke Mayor, Barry Hollman, we attended a meeting of the Darling Barwon 
Bushfire Management Committee last week. As part of the meeting, advice was received that the 
Bushfire Permit Season had commenced meaning that during this period, Fire Permits are required 
for burning activities in rural fire districts. 
 
In terms of obtaining a Fire Permit, the standard requirements are: 

1) A Permit is obtained through either a local Permit Issuing Officer or Fire Control Centre; 
2) Notification to neighbouring landholders, Brigade and Fire Control is required at least 24 

hours prior to intent to light; 
3) Sufficient firefighting resources are available to deal with any outbreaks.  

 
The meeting was advised that in determining applications for Permits, a number of tools are used. 
These include: 

• The hotspot website: https://hotspots.dea.ga.gov.au/This website provides information on 
where fires are and how old they are. 

• Maps showing submitted/approved Permits. 
 
Permits will be suspended from 22 December 2020 until 4 January 2021, in line with standard 
protocols.  
   
ALGAL BLOOMS: 
Don’t forget that as river flows continue to reduce, parts of the Barwon Darling system will see 
conditions favourable to algae growth. Our current hot and sunny weather conditions are likely to 
produce algae blooms. Water users should therefore prepare and be on the lookout for excessive 

https://hotspots.dea.ga.gov.au/This
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algae growth. If then required, take the necessary action to mitigate against the algae bloom 
conditions.  
 
PARKING IN OXLEY STREET, BOURKE: 
At its September 2020 meeting, Council gave consideration to correspondence from a trader 
whose business is located in the beautified section of Oxley Street, Bourke requesting the 
introduction of timed carparking in Oxley Street. The correspondence was as a result of their 
customers being unable to find a car park that provides drivers with convenient access to the 
business. 
 
Council resolved to refer the issue of the potential introduction of two (2) hour parking to the 
Bourke Traffic Committee for their consideration.  
The Committee considered the matter and made a recommendation to Council at its December 
meeting. This recommendation was adopted this week such that the 2-hour parking proposal 
request for Oxley Street Bourke be noted. In addition, I have been requested to: 

- contact the Officer-In-Charge at the Bourke Police Station requesting that Officers 
monitor the use of disabled parking spaces in Oxley Street by appropriately authorised 
persons only; 

- write to all business organisations in Oxley Street regarding staff parking off street 
rather than in Oxley Street; and  

- write an article to appear in the local newspaper on the issue of employees parking off 
street rather than in Oxley Street and on the issue of disabled parking spaces being 
used appropriately.  

 
I would take this opportunity to seek from those Government departments and business operators 
located in the CBD area of Oxley Street, Bourke to request that their staff not park in the main 
street during business hours. By utilising off street parking, where available, or side street parking 
in Richard or Sturt Streets, so that the parking is available for shoppers. Respect of the disabled 
parking spaces is also requested.  
 
ROAD FUNDING:  
Council received advice last week that it had been awarded a $3M Works Contract from Transport 
for NSW to undertake shoulder widening works on the Mitchell Highway between Bourke and 
Byrock. Council will commence undertaking these extensive works in the New Year. Coupled with 
further works on the Bourke to Wanaaring Road and the commencement of the sealing of 
Coronga Peak Road, which runs west of Byrock, Councils Road Construction Crews once again have 
a very full program of works for the year in front of them.   
 
HOLIDAY PERIOD WASTE MANAGEMENT ARRANGEMENTS: 
With the Christmas/New Year Holiday period rapidly approaching, residents are advised that there 
will be no domestic or trade waste garbage collections on Christmas Day. A garbage collection will 
be performed the day before. Residents or commercial premises operators who normally have 
their bins collected on Fridays, are requested to place their bins out by 3.00am on Thursday, 24 
December 2020 (Wednesday night) for collection Thursday morning. 
  
It is further advised that the Bourke Waste Depot will be closed on 25 December (Christmas Day), 
26 December (Boxing Day), Tuesday, 29 December, Wednesday, 30 December 2020 and Friday, 
1 January 2021 (New Year’s Day). The facility will operate as per normal opening hours on the 
remaining days during the Christmas/New Year period. 
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SPLASH PARK: 
Don’t forget that whilst the construction of the Bourke 50m Olympic Pool continues, the Splash 
Park and Canteen within the pool facility are open for use. The Splash Park opening hours can be 
found on the Bourke Pool Facebook page or by contacting Council’s Pool Contractor, Mark 
Hollman, by phone on 6872 2444.  
 
THAT’S A WRAP: 
The 14 December 2020 Council Meeting was the final meeting for the year with Council not 
expected to again meet until 22 February 2021. It has been a busy year that has bought with it 
many unexpected challenges. Council’s Shire Office, Service NSW Agency and Library will close at 
4.30pm on Wednesday, 23 December 2020 and re-open for business on Monday, 4 January 2021. 
If you encounter a problem such as no filtered water supply, a water main break or a sewer choke, 
or for that matter any urgent issue over the Christmas/New Year period, please contact Council’s 
Duty Officer on 0419 722 055. 
 
I take the opportunity to thank Councillors and staff for their considerable efforts during the year. 
Bourke Shire “punches well above its weight” and the achievements throughout the year have 
been many. I wish all community members a safe and happy Christmas and all the very best for 
the New Year. 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

“Christmas is doing a little something extra for someone.” 
 Charles M. Schulz 

 
28 January 2021 
 
First column 2021 
With the Western Herald having had a well-deserved summer break, this is my first column for 
2021.  I would like to wish all residents of Bourke Shire a Happy New Year.  
 
Over the past year our nation has faced fire, flood, drought and the coronavirus pandemic. 
Monday, 25 January marks 12 months since the first identified case of COVID-19 in Australia. 
Bourke Shire has been lucky to avoid the virus to date and it is important that we remain vigilant 
to keep everyone safe and this insidious virus out of our community. 
 
2021 promises to be another busy year for Council, activities include; 

• the Local Government Elections in September,  
• continuation of sealing the Wanaaring Road (MR 405),  
• completion of the new Water Treatment Plant,  
• completion of the upgrade to the Bourke Olympic Pool,  
• Continuation of the upgrade to the Main Street Project this includes Bourke Wharf 

upgrade, Mens Shed upgrade, Mitchell Street upgrade (from Sturt Street to Richard Street) 
and Cenotaph upgrade. 

 
Council has been very fortunate to receive an unprecedented amount of grant funding from both 
the State and Commonwealth Governments since 2015 and this had allowed for the upgrade to a 
lot of Councils Infrastructure.  
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Water flowing over the weir  
The flow in the Darling that originated from the local rainfall in December and early January, small 
flow from the Culgoa River and is now being supplemented by the flow from the Barwon which is 
a result of the rainfall in the upper catchment was very welcome. The Darling River progressive 
rise at Bourke saw the weir wall breached on 5 January. 
 
The flow in the Barwon Darling River was also supplemented by an Environmental release – The 
Northern Waterhole top-up has provided 8 additional gigalitres of Commonwealth and NSW water 
for the environment. The delivery of this water was first expected to reach Walgett. Thankfully, 
December storms wet the River channel which has meant the environmental flow has now 
reached Bourke. 
 
There is no definitive period that the water is expected to flow over the Bourke Weir but it is 
anticipated that it should last at least until the end of summer if not longer. 
 
There has been a restriction placed on the pumping of water from the Barwon –Darling River 
system with the hope that the flows currently within the system will continue and that it will reach 
Menindee Lakes. Let’s hope we have additional flows in the system in the coming weeks that will 
enable the irrigators to have access to water for their crops plus see water reach the Menindee 
Lakes 
 
Welcome rains in the Shire 
The recent rain has had a tremendous positive impact on the town with all the parks and gardens 
looking very fresh and green. The availability of water in the river should mean that the town is 
again well presented for visitors to the community and the Easter weekend. 
 
The rainfall that also fell in parts of the LGA has Council employees very busy in and around 
Bourke mowing and tidying the parks, gardens and entrances. There are still areas of the Shire 
that have received very little rain. I hope the La Nina that has been predicted to bring much 
needed rain to those who have missed out will receive something in the coming weeks. 
  
While Council staff will do their best to ensure the town is showcased to its best advantage it 
would be a great help if residents could mow their nature strips and ensure that their yards are 
neat and tidy. 
 
Tree Replacement 
Over the years it has been necessary for many of the trees in Bourke to be removed. Whilst some 
of the trees were large shade trees, when in their prime, they had died due to vandalism, drought 
or caused damage to property due to their size. 
 
Council has been provided with grant funding of $90,000 through the NSW Drought Communities 
Fund to undertake tree planting throughout the urban area of Bourke.  
 
A tree replacement program comprising of five (5) stages has been developed and it is expected 
that the $90,000 will go part way to completing stage one (1) of the plan. A copy of the planting 
program is available at the Council Office at 29 Mitchell Street Bourke 
 
With the recent flow in the river Karrajong Bottle trees and Bottle Brush trees are now on order to 
commence this part of the project. The trees will be planted on the footpaths from Sturt Street 
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then along Mitchell Street and all the way to the Back O Bourke Exhibition Centre. Residents living 
in these blocks may like to adopt a tree if it is planted outside your residence on the footpath by 
assisting with watering. 
 
New Art Gallery 
The new Bourke Aboriginal Art Gallery, in Oxley Street opened to the public on Thursday 24 
December 2020. Since then it has been quite busy with sales to both local people and a number 
of tourist who are still circulating around or passing through the region.  
 
Although there are still a number of displays to be set up the space has become an artist work 
space and sales point for Bourke Aboriginal art. We are very lucky to have a number of talented 
artist in our community, I would recommend a visit to the Gallery to see the works that are on 
display. 
 
Plans are currently underway to organise an official opening with dates for the event being 
discusses with dignitaries. 
 
Australia Day 
This Australia Day we paused to reflect on the past year and recognise the resilience of our 
people and the courage and selflessness of those work worked on the frontlines fighting fires 
and floods and responding to a global pandemic, and also those who have suffered through the 
long drought.  
 
Australia Day celebrations in Bourke were considered highly successful, despite the need for 
changing the venue of the main activities to the Wal Mitchell Wharf Precinct. Throughout the 
celebrations, Ambassador John Donavan was widely appreciated as he demonstrated a natural 
passion and enthusiasm as a worthy Ambassador for Australia Day. 
 
My personal congratulations are extended to all the recipients of special awards, they were all 
very worthy recipients. 
 
I would like to thank the National Australia Day Council for supporting the Ambassador 
Programme and on a local level the Bourke Rotary Club and all other that assisted on the day. 
 
As part of this year’s Australia Day Ceremony a Citizenship Ceremony was held for ten (10) new 
Citizens Sangita Parjapati, Harmeet Singh, Harveen Coor, Abdul Waheed, Rana Awais Ahmad, 
Mohammad Abram Rana Waheed, Kynat Waheed, Milika Waheed, Ejaz Ul Haq and Javairaia 
Latif. I congratulate you all on what is a very significant occasion. 
 
By becoming an Australian citizen, people join a unique national community. Our country has 
been built on the contributions of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and migrants 
from all over the world. 
 
POOL UPGRADE: 
The pool upgrade is continuing and last week saw the lining near completion in the deep end of 
the pool.  
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At this stage unfortunately the redevelopment is behind schedule and the re-opening of the 
facility is unlikely this season. 
 
The plans for the pool include an access ramp which will be of great benefit to all those who have 
previously had difficulty in entering and exiting the pool. 
  
The splash park is open from Tuesday to Sunday 2pm to 7pm. Bourke pool is following COVID 
regulations which means everyone coming to the splash park area is required to sign in. As the 
main pool area is still in the construction faze hours could be subject to change without notice.  
 
Community and Village Meeting 
Council will be conducting a tour of the village areas within the shire to give the residents of these 
areas the opportunity to meet Councillors and Senior Staff to discuss issues impacting on the 
residents of the villages and surrounding areas in February. 
 
The timetable for the village tours will be released in the coming weeks, dates and times will be 
advertised in the Western Herald, on Facebook 2WEB and through each of the village committees. 
 
Welcome to Bourke 
Bourke Shire Council along with the Rotary Club of Bourke will once again welcome new residents 
to town in the coming weeks. The welcome to Bourke evening will be held at the Back O Bourke 
Exhibition Centre on the evening of Wednesday, 24 February.  
 
This will give new residents a chance to meet with locals, gain valuable networks and ask 
questions that may assist in the move to Bourke. More information will be provided in the coming 
weeks about the welcome to Bourke evening or please feel free to contact the Shire Office for 
further information or to register your family’s acceptance to attend.  
 
Local sporting, social and interest groups are also invited to send a representative so that 
newcomers to town can get firsthand information regarding the various groups. 
 
The night has been going for a number of years now and is a great initiative. 
 
Budget 
Work has commenced on the preparation of the Councils Operational Plan (Budget) for 2021/2022 
and it is proposed to have the budget completed in early April 2021 with the consideration by 
Council by the end of May 2021.  IPART have release their determination of the allowable rate 
increase applicable for 2021/2022 and it has been set at 2% which applies to the general fund of 
all Council’s with the exception of those who have applied for a special rate variation and had that 
application approved . 
 
If anyone would like to see specific projects or works included in the budget they can forward 
details to the Council offices and they will be considered in the budget process along with all other 
identified works. 
 
Easter 
The first meeting to kick off the organisation of the Easter Festival is set down for 9 February 2021 
at the Council Chambers. The committee is preparing for the Back to Bourke celebrations to be 
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held over the Easter long weekend. The preparation of some activities does take time to organise 
to ensure the weekend is a success.  
 
An assessment will be undertaken leading up to the weekend as to COVID restriction and if there 
is any issues the committee will reassess the situation at this time. 
 
One of the marque events planned is the Bourke Race meeting which is the committee are busy 
pulling together. Easter is only nine (9) weeks away! 
 
Council Elections 
The conduct of the Local Government Elections is now scheduled for Saturday, 4 September 2021. 
The Election was to be held in September 2020, but due to COVID-19 the Minister for Local 
Government postponed the Election until 2021. 
 
Further information in regards to the Local Government Elections is available on the NSW Electoral 
Commission website. If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a Councillor I would 
encourage you access the site and view the six steps to becoming a candidate at the election. 
Depending on your circumstances you may not need to follow these steps in order or complete all 
steps. Please read the details under each step to see which steps apply to you and the relevant 
deadlines under each step.  
 
FEBRUARY COUNCIL MEETING: 
The next Ordinary Meeting of Bourke Shire Council will be held on Monday, 22 February 2021. This 
will be the first meeting of Council 2021. 
 
The meeting will again be conducted on a face to face basis with the public only being able to 
participate by following the meeting via a webcast. Councillors have the option not to attend in 
person but to participate remotely via an Audio-Visual link. 
 
The restrictions on space and the need for social distancing have meant that some staff are also 
unable to attend in person. By also utilising the Audio – Visual platform, however, such staff are 
both able to follow the meeting and comment on any reports they may have submitted, as 
required. 
 
Tourism booking online opportunity 
In partnership with DNCO (Destination Country & Outback) and the Bourke hub consisting of 
Bogan, Cobar and Brewarrina councils, have engaged the services of Rebecca George from Central 
NSW Business HQ to run a series of “Becoming Bookable Online” workshops for local tourism 
operators in the following shires. 
 
Delivery of these workshops will occur over a six step program and work one on one with local 
tourism operators. The objective of these workshops is to provide local businesses with the tools 
to find the booking system that is best for them, to become bookable and to give them the 
confidence to take the next step. Over the coming weeks we look forward to our tourism 
operators signing up for this great opportunity. 

Quote of the Week! 
“Once you replace negative thoughts with positive ones, you’ll start having positive results”! 

 Willie Nelson  



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 February 2021 
 

Item 21.4 Page 249 

4 February 2021 
BOURKE FLOODPLAIN RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY AND PLAN 
Bourke Shire Council has received a grant from the NSW Government’s Floodplain Management 
program to prepare a Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan for the town 
of Bourke. 
 
Council’s main objective in undertaking the study is to assess the requirements of the upgrade of 
the existing town levee in order to ensure that it will protect the town from riverine flooding up to 
the 1 in 100 year flood event. 
 
An important first step in the preparation of the study is to identify the availability of existing data 
on historic floods and to determine the flood issues that are important to the community. A 
questionnaire will be provided to residents and businesses to assist the consultants in gathering 
this important information. 
 
A Newsletter and Questionnaire will be sent to all land owners in Bourke the week of 18 February 
2021 with further details of the study. It would be appreciated if you could complete the 
questionnaire and post back to the Consultants by the first week in March. The information 
provided will be kept confidential. 
 
MAKING THE TOWN LOOK BEST WE CAN 
The appearance of the town has attracted some positive comments over the holiday period and is 
generally looking very good, but with a whole of community effort could be made much better. 
 
One of the areas where a dramatic improvement could be made is the appearance of the 
footpath/nature strips outside residential and commercial property. 
 
I would ask that everyone make a concerted effort to mow and trim the area as it makes a 
significant difference to the appearance of the streetscape and should only take a few minutes 
each week. If you have a vacant house next door take five minutes to mow that stretch of lawn as 
well. 
 
COVID-19: 
Service NSW has developed an app for NSW businesses which now features a COVID Safe Check-in 
tool to allow customers a safe and contactless way to check in at venues across NSW. 
 
Registered COVID Safe businesses can now be issued a unique QR code which customers can scan 
using their Service NSW app. 
 
It offers customers to your business a contactless, hygienic method of checking in to businesses so 
they can be contacted in the event of an outbreak. 
 
Checking-in through the updated Service NSW app automatically captures the date, time and 
location of the check-in, and securely stores the data for 28 days for the sole purpose of COVID 
tracing. 
 
Frequently Asked Questions regarding the check-in process can be found at the following link: 
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https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/covid-safe-check-customers-faqs   
I recommend everyone download the app and sign in and out at all venues that have a QR code. It 
is important that we continue to be vigilant and this is one way NSW health can trace persons who 
may have visited venues when there is outbreaks of COVID.  
 
TWO (2) HOUR PARKING IN THE CBD: 
The issue of the possible introduction of time limited parking in the CBD has again been raised and 
was subject of a report at the December meeting of Council. A suggestion has been made that the 
time be limited to a maximum of two (2) hours. Council elected to note the two (2) hour parking 
proposal and try other options, they include: 

• Contact the Bourke Police requesting they monitor the use of the disabled parking spaces 
in Oxley Street. On occasions vehicles without Disability Parking Permits displayed are 
parked in the parking spaces  

• Write to all businesses and offices in Oxley Street CBD asking that staff park off street 
rather than in the CBD, and; 

• Write an article to appear in the local newspaper on the issue 
 
A number of people tend to park in the CBD for extended periods effectively preventing others the 
opportunity to park close to shops and be able to readily transfer goods and in the case of the 
elderly, easily gain access to the shops. 
 
The issue of restricted parking is always an emotive one and one that will see divided opinions. 
 
Council encourages those persons who work in the CBD to park in the side streets to allow the 
available parking to be utilised by the elderly and customers of the CBD businesses. 
 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT 
Construction of Bourke’s new Water Treatment Plant has had a slight delay with the recent 
outbreak of COVID-19 in December 2020. Due to the outbreak, contractors travelling from Victoria 
were delayed in their return to Bourke, whilst appropriate work exceptions were provided.  The 
expected completion date is now April 2021 this is only one (1) month later than expected. The 
project remains “on budget” with 75% of the $10.5m construction budget having been expended 
to date. 
 
Some features of the progress of construction follow:- 

• The new concrete clarifiers are now waiting for pipework to be joined to the filters; 
• Construction of the control room for the plant has the concrete pad laid and the walls 

erected;  
• Water from the old plant has been connected to the new plant in readiness for 

changeover;  
• The desalination plant is ready to be incorporated into the build of the new treatment 

plant; 
• All power has been laid into position; and  
• The sludge ponds have been constructed. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY ACTIVITIES 
Congratulations are also extended to the staff and volunteers of the summer school holiday 
program. A lot of work went into the preparation of the program leading up to the Christmas 
holiday period. These agencies include Birrang SOS MyHub, Uniting, Maranguka, PCYC, Mission 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/covid-safe-check-customers-faqs
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Australia, Catholic Care, Men’s Hub, Bourke Police, Sprit Program, Regional NSW, Communities 
and Justice, Transport for NSW and Bourke Shire Council. 
 
I would particularly like to acknowledge the work of Samara Milgate from Maranguka. Samara was 
the go to person for all of the activities and has done a fantastic job in assisting with the delivery 
of activities and obtaining feedback from agencies as to the success of their activity and number of 
participants. All of this information will be valuable to determine what was successful and what 
was not for future holiday programs. 
 
I understand that all of the activities have proved popular with many families taking advantage of 
the organized events. 
 
COMMUNITY AND VILLAGE MEETINGS 
Councillors and Staff will be holding community meetings in Bourke and villages within the Shire 
during February and the schedule is as follows:- 
• Bourke, Monday, 15 February 2021- 5.30pm to 7.00pm at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition 

Function Centre 
• Louth, Tuesday,  16 February 2021-  8.30am to 10.30am at the Louth Tennis Club 
• Wanaaring, Tuesday, 16 February 2021 - 1.00pm and 3.00pm at the Wanaaring Hall 
• Byrock, Tuesday, 23 February 2021 - 12.30pm to  2.30pm at the Mulga Creek Hotel 
• Enngonia, Wednesday, 24 February 2021- 8.30am to 10.30am at the CWA Hall 
• Fords Bridge, Wednesday, 24 February 2021 -12.30pm to 2.30pm at the Warrego hotel 
 
The meetings at Enngonia and Louth preceded by breakfast.  
 
The details for each meeting will be notified locally. 
 
The meetings will provide the opportunity for residents to have an input into the update of the 
Delivery Programme, get an overview of Council’s operations and proposed works schedule as 
well as providing the opportunity for residents to raise concerns with Councillors and Staff.  
 
Work has commenced on the preparation of the Councils Operational Plan (Budget) for 2021/2022 
and it is proposed to have the budget completed in early April 2021 with the consideration by 
Council by the end of May 2021. IPART have release their determination of the allowable rate 
increase applicable for 2021/2022 and it has been set at 2% which applies to the general fund of 
all Council’s with the exception of those who have applied for a special rate variation and had that 
application approved . 
 
If anyone would like to see specific projects or works included in the budget they can forward 
details to the Council offices and they will be considered in the budget process along with all other 
identified works. 
 
 
 
LEMC 
On Tuesday, 9 February there will be a meeting of the Local Emergency Management Committee 
(LEMC). The meeting provides the opportunity for all the local emergency agencies to get together 
to share information, provide updates to available resources and also hear from the Regional 
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Coordinator. The meetings form a critical component to the preparedness and ability of the 
agencies to respond to emergencies that may occur. 
 
Last year saw the LEMC meet more regularly than usual due to the coronavirus pandemic. These 
meeting provided an all of agency response to keeping the community informed. 
 
WELCOME TO BOURKE AND NEW RESIDENTS 

This week will see the new school term commence, no doubt we will see several new faces around 
our community and on behalf of Bourke Shire Council I would like to welcome each of the new 
residents to Bourke and trust your stay within the community is enjoyable. 
 
Council in conjunction with Bourke Rotary Club will again be looking to host a Welcome to Bourke 
Function on Wednesday, 24 February 2021”. I encourage all newcomers to Bourke to attend this 
event, to meet with locals and gain valuable networks.  
 
PROMOTING BOURKE AND DISTRICT 
The updated Bourke Mudmap promotional books are about to be reprinted in time for the new 
tourist season.  Council staff will be in contact with all business to seek their support in advertising 
in the new booklet in the coming weeks. This is an opportunity for business to promote what they 
have to offer to visitors to our Shire. 
 
There revamped booklet allows a number of different options for advertising including full page, 
half page and quarter page advertisements. The cost of each advertisement is dependent on the 
side, further details of cost will be provide when the staff make contact with businesses. 
 
If you are interested in advertising in the booklet please contact the Bourke O’ Bourke Exhibition 
Centre on 68721321 or email info@backobourke.com.au and one of our staff will get back to you. 
 
RATES INSTALLMENTS 
As part of the COVID-19 response and recovery initiatives Council offered rate relief for 
community members and businesses suffering financial hardship. Council adopted the COVID-19 
Rates and Financial Assistance Policy in May 2020.  
 
The Policy allows eligible Ratepayers to defer the next three (3) quarterly rate instalments from 
May 2020 to December 2020 and request a payment plan. In addition, Council suspended interest 
charges to Ratepayers for the period July 2020 to December 2020 to ease the burden on 
businesses and community members in accordance with section 566(3) of the Local Government 
Act 1993.  
 
From 1 January 2021 to 30 June 2021 outstanding Rates and Charges interest charge will now be 
7% per annum.  
 
Land owners are reminded that the next rates instalment is due by the 28 February 2021 and if 
any one has any queries in respect of their rate they should contact Councils revenue officer 
during normal working hours Monday to Thursday. 
MOBILE SPEED CAMERAS 
Whilst there has been publicity elsewhere, I thought it would be of interest to reproduce 
information provided on the Road Safety Transport webpage regarding the changes to speed 
camera across NSW.  

mailto:info@backobourke.com.au
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7 “Driving too fast is the single biggest contributor to death and injury on NSW roads. 

Speeding consistently contributes to around 41 per cent of road fatalities and 24 per cent of 

serious injuries each year. This means almost 150 lives lost and 1,270 people seriously injured 

each year. 

8 Over the five years from 2015 to 2019, 743 people were killed and 6,372 were seriously 

injured in speed-related crashes in NSW. 

Speed camera enforcement is one of the most effective, evidence-based measures to reduce 

speeding, save lives and prevent injuries. Research shows that best practice mobile speed 

camera programs with sufficient hours, a high number of enforcement sites, unmarked and 

unsigned operations and highly randomised deployment can deliver consistent, network wide 

20-30 per cent reductions in casualty crashes. 

On 19 November 2020, Minister for Transport and Roads, Andrew Constance and Minister for 

Regional Transport and Roads, Paul Toole announced changes to NSW’s mobile speed 

camera program, which include increased enforcement hours, as well as a reduction in high 

visibility livery on vehicles and the removal of warning signs. 

These changes bring NSW into line with how other Australian jurisdictions run their programs 

and better practice 

Independent modelling from Monash University Accident Research Centre identified that 

these enhancements to the NSW mobile speed camera program may save between 34 and 43 

lives and prevent around 600 serious injuries in NSW each year. 

We want people to know they can be caught anywhere, anytime on the NSW road network, 

to reduce speed-related trauma on NSW roads”. 
 
LAST COLUMN  
This will be my final column as Acting General Manager of Bourke Shire Council. On Monday, 8 
February 2021, Mark Riley will assume the role of General Manager for a one (1) year term.  Mark 
is no stranger to Bourke having worked as Manager of Special Projects at Council for the preceding 
12 months, Mark brings a wealth of Local Government knowledge and Management expertise that 
we will all learn from I am sure.  
  
I would like to thank the Mayor Barry Hollman and all of the Councillors of Bourke Shire Council for 
their support and allowing me the opportunity to undertake the role and the guidance provided to 
me for past four (4) months.  
 
To the Management team thank you, your support and assistance during this period was 
appreciated and certainly made my role as Acting General Manager much easier. To the entire 
workforce I also say a big thank you. 
 
Last but not least I must mention my family and thank them all for their support, Charlie, Sarah, 
Dan, Wayne, Jamie, Stacey, William and my beautiful grandchildren, you have all allowed me to 
have this opportunity and during the period, though short, I was not always available for you. The 
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role of Acting General Manager is a busy one and there are times when your family does come 
second. 
 
I look forward to working with Mark and welcome Mark back to Council after a short break over 
the holiday season. 
 
QUOTE OF THE WEEK! 

Without PASSION you will never begin. Without COURAGE, you will falter. And without DRIVE and 
DETERMINATION you will never finish. 

           Lorna Jane Clarkson 

Leonie Brown 

Acting General Manager 
 
11 February 2021 
This is my initial column as General Manager for Bourke Shire Council. Whilst I have been working 
at Council for the past 12 months in a project management capacity, I commenced as General 
Manager on Monday, 8 February 2021 for a 12 month period. For those of you who don’t know 
me I commenced my local government career in 1983 and undertook the role of General Manager 
at Dubbo City Council/ Dubbo Regional Council for a period approaching 14 years. During my time 
at Dubbo Council I very much appreciated the importance of the western region to the economy 
of Dubbo. For example one only has to stroll the main street of Bourke to see that most of the cars 
have been purchased from Dubbo based dealerships. I look forward to working with the Mayor, 
Councillors and Staff of Bourke Council to continue the good work that the Council does for its 
community. 
 
I must say that when I saw the time invested in preparing the weekly Column by past General 
Manager, Ross Earl, I had early thoughts of potentially abandoning the weekly column, or at best 
making it a monthly publication. 
  
All that was shattered when I was talking to a former Louth resident, who now is a law practitioner 
in Dubbo, who was quick to tell me, in the company of others, that he “gets the Bourke Herald 
every week” and that on receiving his weekly copy of the Herald, he “goes straight to the General 
Managers Column”. Now I am not suggesting that the GM’s Column is the be all and end all in 
terms of local news, however his comments bought home to me the importance of getting the 
message out to the Bourke Community as to what is going on at Council. Accordingly it would be 
my intention that the weekly column continues during my time as General Manager. I will also 
continue Ross’s practice of providing a “Quote of the Week!”  
 
PASSING OF LILLIAN BRADY, OAM: 
As I write this column I note the sad news received on Sunday morning that Lilliane Brady, OAM, 
had passed away overnight. Lilliane has been the Mayor of Cobar Shire for some 20 years and a 
Councillor for 40 years. Lilliane was a strong advocate for Cobar and the Western Division making 
many successful representations to Ministers, at both State and Commonwealth level, for funding 
and improved services to our regions. 
I am sure the community of Bourke join with Council in offering condolences to Lilliane’s family 
and the community of Cobar. 
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ROADWORKS: 
The MR 405 sealing project, Bourke to Milparinka Road, will recommence next week on the 
Romani – Wangamana section. Council is hopeful to complete the final 16 kilometres of this 
section of road by Easter, with this goal obviously being dependant on the weather. The unsealed 
section of road has recently been graded. 
 
Council has applied for funding to complete the remaining 36 kilometres to finalise this important 
project. It is pleasing to hear reports from residents that live along or at the end of this road and 
how it has improved their access to Bourke.  
 
Other road works that Council is currently undertaking include; 

• Grading of washouts on MR 68, Louth to Tilpa; 
• Patching of shoulders on HW 7, North Bourke to Enngonia; and, 
• Shoulder grading on HW 7, Nth Bourke to Enngonia in progress for widening. 

 
The resealing crew last week completed heavy patching on MR 421, Bourke to Cobar Road, and 
resealing of various town streets with those being Tudor, Sturt, Darling and Meek Streets. 
 
KERB AND GUTTER UPGRADES: 
Council has received funding of $140,000 to undertake the continued renewal of kerb and 
guttering in Bourke. Funding for this project has been made possible through the Local Roads and 
Community Infrastructure Program, an Australian Government initiative to assist a community-led 
recovery from COVID-19. 
 
Work will commence in the coming weeks to improve access from the CBD to the hospital, with 
the works including new footpath and laybacks strategically placed for improved community and 
wheelchair access. 
 
Council has a Pedestrian Access Mobility Plan (PAMP) with this Plan providing a framework for 
developing pedestrian routes and infrastructure to cater for the needs of all pedestrians. The 
proposed works are in line with the Bourke PAMP. 
  
WESTERN WEIRS PROGRAM:  
The importance of increasing the capacity of the Bourke Weir Pool is very much to the fore. Whilst 
Council was prepared to fund the costs of undertaking an options study in respect of a new 
heightened weir at Bourke, at this stage this has not proceeded given that the NSW Government 
commissioned its Western Weirs Program. It is acknowledged that the process for this Strategy is 
comprehensive, however Council is concerned at the extended timeframes for the development 
and completion of this Strategy, let alone any ultimate construction in respect of a revised weir at 
Bourke, should that be the outcome. 
 
Council met with representatives of the Western Weirs program on Wednesday and discussed the 
projects progress, town water security and the methodology adopted to inform options and the 
forward schedule of the project. 
 
Council will continue to lobby for an increase in the height of the Bourke weir to increase the 
capacity of the weir pool to secure town water supply.  
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For more information on the Western Weirs Program and to see previous project updates, go to 
the project website page: https://www.waternsw.com.au/projects/new-dams-for-nsw/western-
weirs-program 
 
OSTEOPATHY CLINIC: 
I am advised that the Student-led Osteopathy Clinic currently been held at the Bourke 
Multipurpose Service from 1 – 12 February 2021 has been well received. The Clinic comprised of 
free 45 min sessions conducted by Southern Cross University 4th & 5th year Osteopathy Students 
who are fully supervised by qualified staff.  
 
Osteopathy is a way of diagnosing, treating and preventing health problems by moving, stretching 
and massaging a person’s muscles and joints. Osteopathy is based on the principle that the 
wellbeing of an individual depends on their bones, muscles, ligaments and connective tissues all 
functioning smoothly together. 
 
The Osteopathy Clinic, along with the Exercise Scientist program provided by students from 
University of Sydney currently running in Bourke, are free. The community is lucky to have the 
opportunity to participate in both programs and get heathy.  
 
The Exercise Scientist program is tailored to person of all ages and fitness, it is currently running 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday from the CWA rooms at 6.00am.  
 
Further information contact Charlene Noye, Student Facilitator at North West Academic Centre on  
02 68702665. 
 
TWO (2) HOUR PARKING IN THE CBD: 
The issue of the possible introduction of time limited parking in the CBD has again been raised and 
was subject of a report at the December meeting of Council. A suggestion had been made that the 
time be limited to a maximum of two (2) hours.  
 
Council elected to note the two (2) hour parking proposal and try other options including: 

• Contacting the Bourke Police requesting they monitor the use of the disabled parking 
spaces in Oxley Street. On occasions vehicles without Disability Parking Permits displayed 
are parked in the parking spaces;  

• Writing to all businesses and offices in Oxley Street CBD asking that staff park off street 
rather than in the CBD; and, 

• Writing an article to appear in the local newspaper on the issue. 
 
A number of people tend to park in the CBD for extended periods effectively preventing others the 
opportunity to park close to shops and be able to readily transfer goods and in the case of the 
elderly, easily gain access to the shops. 
 
The issue of restricted parking is always an emotive one and one that will see divided opinions. 
 
Council encourages those persons who work in the CBD to park in the side streets to allow the 
available parking to be utilised by the elderly and customers of the CBD businesses. 
PROMOTING BOURKE AND DISTRICT 
The updated Bourke Mudmap promotional books are about to be reprinted in time for the new 
tourist season.  Council staff will be in contact with all business to seek their support in advertising 

https://www.waternsw.com.au/projects/new-dams-for-nsw/western-weirs-program
https://www.waternsw.com.au/projects/new-dams-for-nsw/western-weirs-program
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in the new booklet in the coming weeks. This is an opportunity for business to promote what they 
have to offer to visitors to our Shire. 
 
The revamped booklet allows a number of different options for advertising including full page, half 
page and quarter page advertisements. The cost of each advertisement is dependent on the size. 
Further details of costings will be provide when the staff make contact with businesses. 
 
If you are not currently advertising in the booklet but are interested in doing so, please contact the 
Bourke O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre on 68721321, or email info@backobourke.com.au , and one of 
our staff will get back to you. 
 
RATES INSTALLMENTS 
As part of the COVID-19 response and recovery initiatives, Council offered rate relief for 
community members and businesses suffering financial hardship. Council adopted the COVID-19 
Rates and Financial Assistance Policy in May 2020.  
 
The Policy allowed eligible Ratepayers to defer the three (3) quarterly rate instalments from May 
2020 to December 2020 and request a payment plan. In addition, Council suspended interest 
charges to Ratepayers for the period July 2020 to December 2020 to ease the burden on 
businesses and community members in accordance with section 566(3) of the Local Government 
Act 1993.  
 
From 1 January 2021 to 30 June 2021, interest on outstanding Rates and Charges will be 7% per 
annum.  
 
Land owners are reminded that payment of the next rates instalment is due by 28 February 2021.  
Should ratepayers have any queries in respect of their rates they should contact Councils Revenue 
Officer during normal working hours Monday to Thursday. 
 
TOURISM UPDATE 
The Jandra Paddleboat and Crossley Engine are currently undergoing servicing and necessary 
repairs in preparation for the 2021 Tourist Season. 
 
As we head into our tourist season there will be increased hours of operation for both the Visitor 
Information Office and Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. Hours of operation from Monday to 
Friday from 15 February will resume to normal operating hours, opening at 9.00am and closing at 
5.00pm. 
 
A bumper tourism season is expected this year with domestic tourism travel expectations very 
high due to inability of people to travel internationally given COVID. Already a number of bookings 
for both the Jandra and Function Centre have been taken. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES: 
In the case of many grants the lead time from the announcement of the grant to the lodgement of 
the application is relatively short. Given this it is important that Council has projects which are 
“shovel ready” to maximise the opportunities that are presented. 
 

mailto:info@backobourke.com.au
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Council for the past two (2) years has adopted a “Growing Bourke Plan 2021” that outlines 
projects and activities that require financial assistance or funding to progress the projects. 
Management have recently updated the Plan and will present the finalised document to the 
February 2021 Council meeting for endorsement. 
 
“The Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is a plan to be read in conjunction with Bourke’s Community 
Strategic Plan and is a plan to be circulated to community, potential investors and government. 
 
The “Growing Bourke Plan 2021” is a living document and provides the opportunity for 
amendment and re-adoption at any time. 
  
BOOKING COUNCIL FACILITIES: 
Should you wish to book a Council oval or park for a function, sporting events or other activities, 
community groups and individuals are requested to ensure that a booking is made through 
Councils Engineering Department. 
 
Such bookings will allow grounds to be prepared in accordance with the requirements, 
appropriate facilities are made available and fees determined. 
 
Please contact Council on 02 68308000, or email bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au attention for 
Lynette Gooch. Lynette will be in contact with you to ensure the booking and answer any 
questions you may have. 
 
EASTER WEEKEND: 
The DRAFT programme for the “Bourke Easter Festival” weekend over Easter is in the final stages 
for release. 
 
On the Saturday there will be a parade, followed by a wool bale rolling competition and the 
markets. There will also be a number of other events on the Saturday including bowls and football. 
 
Now is the time for organisations to start thinking about a float for the parade and for all those 
intending competitors in the wool bale rolling, to get into full training. 
 
The Back O Bourke Race will be run on Sunday and the races are again expected to draw a large 
crowd. Other events will be provided once the final program is completed. 
  
 
WESTERN DIVISION CONFERENCE: 
The 2021 Western Division Councils Conference will be held in Broken Hill from 19-21 April 2021. 
Last year’s conference was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
The theme of the 2021 Conference is “The Four Pillars of Sustainability” – Human, Social, 
Economic and Environment” The Western Division forum represents an excellent opportunity for 
Councils to network, and offers firsthand experience regarding issues each community faces. 
The conference is expected to attract in excess of 150 delegates including Mayors, Councillors, 
General Managers and senior staff across 16 Councils in Western NSW. 
 
 
 

mailto:bourkeshire@bourke.nsw.gov.au
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GENERAL MANAGERS FORUM: 
The next meeting of the Western Regional General Managers Forum will be held in Nyngan on 5 
March 2021. The meeting provides the opportunity for region wide Council General Manager’s to 
exchange ideas and information and build relationships which is an essential element in 
undertaking the role of General Manager. 
 
COMMUNITY MEETINGS: 
As advertised separately, Council will next week be conducting a series of community meetings 
across the Shire to both provide the opportunity for residents to have an input into the 
development of the 2021/2022 Operational Plan (budget) and also be provided with an overview 
and update of Council’s current operations and proposed works schedule. 
 
The meeting schedule is as follows:- 

Village/Town Date Day Time Venue 
Bourke 15/02/2021 Monday 5.30pm - 7.00pm Back O’ Bourke Function 

Centre 
Louth 16/02/2021 Tuesday 8.30am - 10.30am Louth Tennis Club 
Wanaaring 16/02/2021 Tuesday 1.00pm - 3.00pm Wanaaring Hall 
Byrock 23/02/2021 Tuesday 12.30pm - 2.30pm Mulga Creek Motel 
Enngonia 24/02/2021 Wednesday 8.30am - 10.30am CWA Hall 
Fords Bridge 24/02/2021 Wednesday 12.30pm - 2.30pm Warrego Hotel 
 
Enquiries in relation to the meetings can be directed to Kai Howard-Oakman on 02 68 308 000. I 
look forward to meeting many residents across the Shire as part of this busy schedule of meetings. 
 
Welcome to Bourke  
Whilst talking about meeting people, the “Welcome to Bourke” function at the Back O’ Bourke 
Exhibition Centre to be held on 24 February 2021 is rapidly approaching.  All people who have 
moved to Bourke in the last year are invited and encouraged to take the opportunity of being 
hosted by Bourke Council and Bourke Rotary Club at this free evening function.  For catering 
purposes, it is important to express you intention to attend by 19 February, by contacting the Back 
O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre on 0268 308 000 or email to info@backobourke.com.au 
 
THANKS: 
It would be remiss of me not to publicly thank and congratulate Councils Acting General Manager 
since the retirement of Ross Earl, Leonie Brown. The transition from Ross to Leonie was seamless 
with many successful outcomes delivered during her term. 
 
Quote of the Week! 

“Don’t call it a dream, call it a plan”. 
- Unknown 

 
 Mark Riley 
General Manager   
 
 

mailto:info@backobourke.com.au


Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 February 2021 
 

Item 21.4 Page 260 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council 
on Monday, 22 February 2021. 
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21.5 LIBRARY MANAGER'S - ACTIVITY REPORT  

File Number: L4.1 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, Manager of Corporate Services  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 

The following items for the 2020/21 period are presented for your information: 

Current Situation 

Item December 2019 December 2020 
Loans 503 416 
New Members 3 3 

 
• During December library staff put together Christmas craft kits for children. These were 

very popular, and we issued 50 craft kits for children to take home and enjoy in the 
holidays. 

• The Summer Reading Club is running throughout the holidays. Children can join and log 
their reading online through the Beanstack Program. 
 

 
 
      

Recommendation 

That the information in the Library Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 22 February 2021 be noted. 
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21.6 TOURISM & EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: T4.3 

Author: Fran Carter, Manager Tourism & Events 

Authoriser: Mark Riley, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 

The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events Manager’s activity report provides Council with an 
updated status report for December and January, relating to its tourism teams activities through 
visual data including graphs and statistic to allow for the measurement of the team progress and 
performance. 

Current Situation 

General Activities December 2020 and January 2021 
 
Christmas in the Park 
Hosted in partnership with both Maranguka and the Bourke Shire Council on 4 December in 
Central Park. The markets offered the community a great mix of activities including market stalls, 
entertainment, special guest appearance by Santa Claus, giant slippery slide and sumo wrestling, 
food and beverage outlets and PCYC activities. Crowd numbers again exceeded expectations from 
last year with well over 600 people in attendance.  
 
Australia Day 
Hosted in partnership with Maranguka, Australia Day was the highlight event for January and the 
new location was at Darling Park, whilst renovations at the pool continue.  
 
The Australia Day Ambassador – Greg Donovan, delivered the official ceremony along with Acting 
General Manager Leonie Brown and Councillor Cec Dorrington. Riley Parnaby delivered the 
Welcome to Country and the flag ceremony was conducted by Riley Parnaby, Jaimyn Moore and 
Blake Barker of Clontarf Academy. 
 
Our official winners for the day were: Pam Simpson- Citizen of the Year, Stephen Wilson- Junior 
Citizen of the Year, Bryce Robinson- Sportsperson of the Year, and Cooper Ryan- Junior 
Sportsperson of the Year. We also welcomed over 10 new citizens to Bourke on the day at the 
Citizenship Ceremony. 
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Becoming Online Bookable Program 
In partnership with Destination Country & Outback and the Bourke Hub- Bourke, Bogan, Cobar and 
Brewarrina Shires, we have engaged Central NSW Business HQ to run a series of “Becoming 
Bookable Online” workshops for tourism operators in our shire over the month of February. 
 
The workshops cover a six-step program and work one on one. The objective of these workshops 
is to provide our operators with the tools to help find a booking system that is best for them, to 
become bookable and to give them the confidence to take the next step.   Businesses that take up 
this opportunity will also be able to easily integrate their platform into our new visit Bourke 
website.  
 
Easter Festival 
This year’s Back O Bourke Easter Festival is on the 2nd - 4th April. This year we hope to see the 
return of the Mack 88 Superliner truck that was once the most famous truck in Australia when 
local identity Plugger Bowden set a national record in 1994 for the longest road train- pulling 29 
stock crates through Bourke.  Discussions are continuing with stakeholders and a meeting will be 
convene with the organising committee in the coming weeks.  
 
Kidman Way Touring Route 
The Kidman Way committee are working with the Australian Traveller magazine and have 'The 
Outback Issue' scheduled for Feb/March/April 2021. 
 
Darling River Run 
The Annual General Meeting is to be held on the 17th March at Gundabooka National Park. 
Continuing with the development of the new logo 
 
Kamilaroi Highway 
Collaborating with designers of the new Kamilaroi highway website and brochure development, 
with the focus being on the highway’s indigenous offerings along the way. Both website and the 
brochure will champion the indigenous products and attractions on another creative level. 
 
Urban Enterprise 
Under the instruction of the Far North West Joint Organisation that Bourke is a member of, we 
have engaged a consultant to prepare a Tourism Marketing Strategy for the Councils of Bourke, 
Cobar and Walgett. 
 
The aim of the project is to establish a shared vision and direction for the Far North West region as 
a visitor destination, guide future tourism development initiatives and marketing activities. 
Local tourism operators over the coming month will be approached for the online industry 
workshop to contribute to the preparation of the Strategy. 
 
  

https://www.australiantraveller.com/
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General Activities January 2021 

 
• Visitor numbers for January were 816 compared to 1194 in December 
• Jandra finished the season on the 7 December 2020 due to low river heights. Maintenance 

is continuing on the PV Jandra until its launch in March. 
• Exhibition Centre tickets sold in January were are up 241% on January 2020  
• New storage shed on site has been completed.   
• Café has closed for the month of January and will resume operations in March. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council note the information in the Tourism and Events Manager’s Activity Report as 
presented to Council on 22 February 2021.   

 

  

 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020  2021 

Jan  448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 1109 816 
Feb  157 397 271 373 391 220 282 1043 386  
Mar 810 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1274 1021 412  
April 2507 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 4024 3166 0  
May 2656 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 4770 3693 0  
June 2952 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 5634 4490 993  
July 4362 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834 2570  
Aug 4187 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 5548 4052 1898  
Sept 4295 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 4676 3601 3325  
Oct 2674 3067 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 3574  2222 5246  
Nov 1012 930 789 671 610 1031 876 1014 1220 1989   
Dec 386 347 207 242 272 281 255 630 860 1194  
            
Total 25841 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 39454 32984   
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22 CLOSED SESSION  

Recommendation 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

22.1 *** Deed of Agreement - CAPRA PTY LTD - Proposed Sale of Small Stock Abattoir - 
February 2021 Update 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (g) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with advice concerning litigation, or advice as 
comprises a discussion of this matter, that would otherwise be privileged from production in legal 
proceedings on the ground of legal professional privilege. 

22.2 *** Proposed Land Purchase - East of Monomeeth Street, Bourke 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (c) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 

22.3 *** Proposed Land Purchase - Mathews Street Louth 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (c) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to 
conduct) business. 

22.4 Outstanding Rates and Charges 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (b) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with discussion in relation to the personal 
hardship of a resident or ratepayer. 
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