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Time Event Representative Organisation 

9.00am Community Open Forum for members of the public to address Council 
    
10.30am Monthly Update Inspector Andrew 

Barnes 
Central North Police 
District 
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         DECLARATION OF INTEREST FORM 
COUNCIL OFFICIAL 

 

FOR USE AT COUNCIL AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
NAME OF COUNCIL OFFICIAL DECLARING INTEREST: 

 

ACTION PROPOSED: 
Tick one box only: 
☐ In my opinion, my interest is pecuniary, and I am therefore required to take the action specified in Part 4 of 

Council’s Code of Conduct.  

☐ In my opinion, my interest is non-pecuniary but significant. I am unable to remove the source of conflict. I am 
therefore required to treat the interest as if it were pecuniary and take the action specified in clause 5.10 of 
Council’s Code of Conduct. 

☐ In my opinion, my interest is non-pecuniary and less than significant. I therefore make this declaration as I am 
required to do pursuant to clause 5.11 of Council’s Code of Conduct. However, I intend to continue to be involved 
with the matter.  

COUNCIL OFFICIAL  
 
I, ____________________________________________________________(name of COUNCIL OFFICIAL ) disclose the 
above interest and acknowledge that I will take appropriate action as I have indicated above.  
 
Signed:                                                                                              Date:  
GENERAL MANAGER – required for all declarations: 
 
I have noted the above declaration and I note your opinion and/or the action you have proposed. 
 
Signed:                                                                                              Date:  
DEFINE YOUR INTEREST: 

Is your interest: 
☐ Pecuniary (see dealing with pecuniary interests)? 
☐ Non pecuniary (see dealing with non–pecuniary interests) 
MATTER IN WHICH YOU HAVE AN INTEREST: (Please provide full details, including item number on Council agenda) M 
 

 
 
NAME OF THE INTEREST: 
Be specific and include information such as: 

- The names of any person or organisation with which you have a relationship; 
- The nature of your relationship with the person or organisation: 
- The reason(s) why you consider the situation may (or may be perceived to) give rise to a conflict between your 

personal interests and your public duty as a COUNCIL OFFICIAL . 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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MANAGING LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.11 of Council’s Code of Conduct provides that if you determine that a non-pecuniary conflict of interest is less 
than significant and does not require further action, you must provide an explanation of why you consider that conflict 
does not require further action in the circumstances.  
IS YOUR NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT?  
If you are of the view that your non-pecuniary interest is less than significant, please provide your explanation directly 
below (only complete if you are claiming that your non-pecuniary interest is less than significant). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
DEFINITIONS: 
A PECUNIARY INTEREST is an interest that a designated person has in a matter because of a reasonable likelihood or 
expectation of appreciable financial gain or loss to the person (see Part 4 of Council’s Code of Conduct).  
A NON-PECUNIARY INTEREST is a private or personal interest that does not amount to pecuniary interest as defined by 
Part 5 of Council’s Code of Conduct.  
 
MANAGING PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Part 4.10 of Council’s Code of Conduct requires designated persons to declare in writing to the General Manager the 
nature of a pecuniary interest the person has in any Council matters, as soon as practicable after becoming aware of 
the interest.  
 
MANAGING SIGNIFICANT NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.10 of Council’s Code of Conduct provides that you must manage a significant non-pecuniary interest by not 
participating in consideration of, or decision making in relation to, the matter in which you have the significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest and the matter being allocated to another person for consideration or determination, or if 
the significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest arises in relation to a matter under consideration at a council or 
committee meeting, by managing the conflict of interest as if you had a pecuniary interest in the matter by complying 
with clauses 4.28 and 4.29 of the Code. 
 
MANAGING NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS: 
Clause 5.8 of Council’s Code of Conduct states that how you manage a non-pecuniary interest will depend on whether 
or not it is significant. Clause 5.9 of Council’s Code of Conduct states that, as a general rule, a non-pecuniary conflict of 
interests will be significant where a matter does not raise a pecuniary interest but involves:-  

a) a relationship between a council official and another person who is affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration that is particularly close, such as a current or former spouse or de facto partner, a relative for 
the purposes of clause 4.4 of the Code or another person from the council official’s extended family that the 
council official has a close personal relationship with, or another person living in the same household;  

b) other relationships with persons who are affected by a decision or a matter under consideration that are 
particularly close, such as friendships and business relationships. Closeness is defined by the nature of the 
friendship or business relationship, the frequency of contact and the duration of the friendship or relationship;  

c) an affiliation between the council official and an organisation (such as a sporting body, club, religious, cultural 
or charitable organisation, corporation or association) that is affected by a decision or a matter under 
consideration that is particularly strong. The strength of a council official’s affiliation with an organisation is to 
be determined by the extent to which they actively participate in the management, administration or other 
activities of the organisation;  

d) membership, as the council’s representative, of the board or management committee of an organisation that 
is affected by a decision or a matter under consideration, in circumstances where the interests of the council 
and the organisation are potentially in conflict in relation to the particular matter;  

e) a financial interest (other than an interest of a type referred to in clause 4.6 of the Code) that is not a 
pecuniary interest for the purposes of clause 4.1of the Code;  

f) the conferral or loss of a personal benefit other than one conferred or lost as a member of the community or a 
broader class of people affected by a decision.  
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Statement of ethical obligations 
In accordance with Councils adopted Code of Meeting Practice (Clause 3.23),  
Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office made under section  
233A of the Local Government Act and their obligations under the Council’s Code of  
Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of interest. 
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7 MAYORAL MINUTE 

7.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES 

File Number: M2.1 

Author: Barry Hollman, Mayor 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

The Activites of the Mayor from 17 July 2023 to 18 August 2023 were as follows: 

Date Meeting Location 

17/07/2023 Lunch Meeting with Roy Butler MP Back O’ Bourke Cafe 
19/07/2023 Meeting with Judge Skinner – Koori Court Bourke Police Station 
20/07/2023 Meeting with the Productivity Commissioner 

– Murray Darling Basin Plan 
Back O’ Bourke Function Centre 

20/07/2023 Country Mayors Association Webinar – Hon 
Rose Jackson, NSW Minister for Water, 
Housing, Homelessness, Mental Health, 
Youth and North Coast  

Conference Room via Audio 
Visual Link  

24/07/2023 Bourke Shire Council Meeting Council Chambers 
28/07/2023 Farewell for Kym Miller, Manager Corporate 

Services, Cobar Shire Council 
Empire Hotel, Cobar 

04/08/2023 Country Mayors Association Meeting Parliament House, Sydney 
07/08/2023 Western Planning Panel Meeting Conference Room via 

Teleconference 
08/08/2023 Women’s Gathering Welcome Bourke Christian Church 

09-11/08/2023 Western Division Councils of NSW Annual 
Conference 2023 

Cobar Bowling and Golf Club 

10/08/2023 Meeting with Hon Ron Hoenig, NSW Minister 
for Local Government 

Cobar Bowling and Golf Club 

16/08/2023 FNWJO – Extension of Western Air Services Conference Room via Audio 
Visual Link 

 

Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Mayoral Minute – Mayoral Activities Report as presented to Council 
on Monday, 28 August 2023 be noted. 
 
 
  



 

 

8 STARRING OF ITEMS 
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22 Closed Session ................................................................................................................. 20 
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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW 
ON MONDAY, 24 JULY 2023 AT 9.15AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Barry Hollman (Mayor), Cr Victor Bartley, Cr Sarah Barton, Cr Sally Davis, Cr 
Cec Dorrington, Cr Sam Rice, Cr Grace Ridge (Via AVL), Cr Nathan Ryan, Cr 
Robert Stutsel 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Leonie Brown (General Manager), Peter Brown (Manager Works), Melanie 
Milgate (Economic Development Manager), Ang Pasang Rai (Manager 
Corporate Services), Margo Anderson (Executive Assistant - Minutes) 

 

1 OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor then provided an Acknowledgment of Country 

3 REMEMBRANCE 

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following recently deceased: 

Toby Bunyan  Christine ‘Tilly’ Campbell  Kathleen Dawson Glad Eldridge 
Audrey Elwood  George Fernando   Phoebe Gaffney  David Harrison 
Marjorie Rose  Neville Smith    Phyliss Smith   Les Thorne  
Glen Turner  Morris West 

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

A request for Leave of Absence was received from Cr Lachlan Ford who was absent from the 
meeting due to personal reasons. 

Resolution  2023/138  
 
Moved: Cr Sam Rice 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 
 
That the apology received from Councillor Lachlan Ford be accepted and leave of absence 
granted. 

Carried 
  
 

 

 



 

 

5 ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS 

A request to attend the meeting via Audio Visual Link was received from Councillor Grace Ridge 
who was unable to attend the meeting due to personal reasons. 

Resolution  2023/139  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

That  Cr Grace Ridge be permitted to attend the meeting via Audio-Visual link due to her  
inability to attend in person due to personal reasons. 

Carried 

 

6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

Cr Sally Davis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Agenda – Business 
Arising, North Bourke Storm Water Drainage. The reason for such interest is that Cr Davis and her 
husband own land adjacent to the land the subject of the reports and is in discussion with Council 
regarding a potential sale of a portion of such land. In addition, she has a friendship with the 
landowner (Mr G Seiler). In making these declarations, Cr Davis advised she would leave the 
Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider the matter as part of Item 12.3 of 
the Agenda. 
 
Cr Grace Ridge declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Agenda – Business 
Arising, North Bourke Storm Water Drainage. The reason for such interest is that Cr Ridge and her 
family have a business relationship with the owner of the land detailed within the report. In 
making this declaration, Cr Ridge advised that she would turn off her AV Link, and be out of sight 
should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Agenda. 
 
Cr Sarah Barton declared a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 15.4 of the Agenda  - 
Proposed Projects Under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program 
(LR&CIP). The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton is the Secretary for the Back O’ Bourke 
Picnic Race Club who make use of the Renshaw Sporting Complex and facilities, a potential project 
as listed in the report. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the 
Chamber and be out of sight during Council’s consideration of the matter. 
 
Cr Grace Ridge declared a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 15.4 of the Agenda  - 
Proposed Projects Under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program 
(LR&CIP). The reason for such interest is that Cr Ridge is the Secretary for the Bourke P & A Show 
Committee who make use of the Renshaw Sporting Complex and facilities, a potential project 
listed in the report. In making this declaration, Cr Ridge advised that she would turn off her AV 
Link during Council’s consideration of the matter. 

 

 



 

 

Cr Victor Bartley declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 20.2 of the 
Agenda – Women’s Gathering Funding Request. The reason for such interest is that the applicant 
for funding assistance, and the Convener of the Women’s Gathering,  Mrs Patricia Canty, is the 
Sister of Cr Bartley. In making this declaration, Cr Bartley advised that he would leave the Chamber 
and be out of sight during Council’s consideration of the matter.  

Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary interest in Item 21.4 of the Agenda  - General Manager’s 
Activity Report – Pontoon Installation. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton is an 
employee of the Department of Regional NSW who has provided funding for the project. In 
making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight 
should Council separately consider the matter as part of Item 21.4 of the Agenda. 

Cr Victor Bartley declared a pecuniary interest in Item 22.2 of the Agenda – Proposed Sale of Land 
to Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service. The reason for such interest is that Cr Bartley is a 
Director on the Board of Management for the Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service. In 
making this declaration, Cr Bartley advised he would leave the Chamber and be out of sight during 
Council’s consideration of the matter.  

Cr Nathan Ryan declared a less than significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 22.2 of 
the Agenda – Proposed Sale of Land to Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service. The reason 
for such interest is that Cr Ryan is a contractor to the Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service  
providing yard and property maintenance to Doctor’s houses. In making this declaration Cr Ryan 
advised that he would remain in the Chamber but would not contribute during Council’s 
consideration of the matter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7 MAYORAL MINUTE 

7.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES 

File Number: M2.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Mayor regarding the Mayoral Minute - Mayoral 
Activities. 

Resolution  2023/140  

Moved: Cr Barry Hollman 

That the information in the Mayoral Minute – Mayoral Activities as presented to Council on 
Monday, 24 July 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

7.2 *** MAYORAL MINUTE - AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 

File Number: C8.9.3, C8.9.13 

The Council had before it the report of the Mayor regarding the Mayoral Minute - Age of Criminal 
Responsibility. 

Resolution  2023/141  

Moved: Cr Barry Hollman 

1. That the correspondence from the Attorney Generals Department of the Australian 
Government and from the Hon Michael Daly MP, NSW Attorney General, in response to 
Councils opposition to an increase in the age of criminal responsibility from ten years to 
fourteen years, be noted. 

2. That Council reply to both Attorneys General pointing out that the Maranguka Justice 
Reinvestment Initiative has been operating for over ten years in Bourke and that school 
attendance is trending downwards but violent crime such as home invasions where 
innocent people are threatened with weapons is increasing. 

3. That Council contends that there should be no increase in the age of criminal 
responsibility until the Justice Reinvestment Initiative is proven to be effective. 

4. That Council is concerned that the present crime situation in Bourke is intolerable with 
people living in fear, particularly at night, where they are vulnerable and helpless and 
cannot do anything to protect themselves in fear of prosecution. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 



 

 

8 STARRING OF ITEMS 

Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides that Council may at any time, resolve to adopt 
multiple items of business on the agenda by way of a single resolution.  

In this regard the Council had before it a list of reports, unstarred, with such items proposed to be 
adopted by Council in a single resolution. The following additional items were identified by Council 
to be starred for individual consideration. 

 
Item No Name of Report Officer 

16.3 Annual Risk Management Program and 
Insurance Matters for 2023/2024 
Report  

Manager Corporate Services 

21.2 Parks and Gardens, Town Services, 
Water and Wastewater Engineering 
Services Activity Report 

Manager Works 

21.4 General Manager’s Activity Report General Manager 

21.6 Tourism and Events Report Manager Economic Development 

 

Resolution  2023/142  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the the recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items as contained in the agenda 
for the Ordinary Meeting of Council, held on Monday, 24 July 2023 be adopted, save and except 
for Items No 16.3, 21.2, 21.4 and 21.6 of the Agenda, with such item to be considered 
seperately. 

Carried 

 

9 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolution  2023/143  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 26 June 2023 be taken as read, 
confirmed as correct minutes and signed by the Mayor and the General Manger. 

Carried 
 

10 RESCISSION MOTIONS 

Nil 



 

 

11 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil 

12 BUSINESS ARISING 

12.1 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

File Number: C12.6 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events. 

Resolution  2023/144  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the information in the Calendar of Events Report as presented to Council on Monday, 24 
July 2023 be noted.  

Carried 
 

12.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS 

File Number: C12.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Information to 
Councillors. 

Resolution  2023/145  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the contents of the Information to Councillors Report as presented to Council on Monday, 
24 July 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 

12.3 *** BUSINESS ARISING 

File Number: C12.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Business Arising. 

Resolution  2023/146  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

That the information in the Business Arising Report as presented to Council on Monday, 24 July 
2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 



 

 

13 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

14 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

15 GENERAL MANAGER 

15.1 *** LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW (LGNSW) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 12 TO 14 NOVEMBER 
2023 

File Number: L8.3-G2.2-M2.2 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Local Government NSW 
(LGNSW) Annual Conference 12 to 14 November 2023. 

Resolution  2023/147  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That the Mayor and General Manager attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 12 
to 14 November 2023. 

2. That Councillors who wish to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 12 to 14 
November 2023 nominate prior to September 2023.  

Carried 
 

15.2 *** 2023 NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 

File Number: R7.6, G2.2, M2.2 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the 2023 National Local 
Roads and Transport Congress. 

Resolution  2023/148  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

1. That the Mayor and General Manager, or nominee, attend the 2023 National Local Roads       
           and Transport Congress to be held in Canberra ACT on 6 and 7 September 2023.  
2. That Councillors who wish to attend the 2023 National Local Roads and Transport Congress    
           nominate to the General Manager prior to Tuesday, 1 August  2023. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

15.3 *** POTENTIAL MOTIONS FOR THE WESTERN DIVISION COUNCILS OF NSW ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

File Number: L8.3, S1.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding Potential Motions for the 
Western Division Councils of NSW Annual Conference. 

Resolution  2023/149  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

1. That the motions as attached to the report of the General Manager be endorsed for 
submission by the Mayor to Cobar Shire Council for inclusion in the agenda of the 2023 
Western Division Councils of NSW Annual General Meeting.  

2. That the Mayor and General Manager be authorised to make minor amendments to the  
motions if required either prior to or at the Annual General Meeting.  

Carried 
 

At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton left the meeting, the time being 9:33 am, Cr Grace Ridge (via AV 
Link) also left the meeting, the time of her departure being 9:51 am. 
 

15.4 *** PROPOSED PROJECTS UNDER PHASE 4 OF THE LOCAL ROADS AND COMMUNITY 
INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (LR&CIP) 

File Number: 19895 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Proposed Projects 
Under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP). 

Motion 
Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley  

1. That the various priority Part A Projects (Roads and community infrastructure projects) and 
Part B Projects (Road only projects) as identified for funding under Phase 4 of the Local 
Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) in the report of the General 
Manager be submitted to the Australian Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government for assessment and approval. 

2. That in the event of the Department deeming a Part A priority project, as submitted by 
Council, as an ineligible project, the Mayor in conjunction with the General Manager be 
authorised to determine replacement project(s) initially from the unprioritised list as 
provided in the General Manager’s Report or, alternatively, should available funding for 
replacement projects not be sufficient to fund any of the identified replacement projects, 
the Mayor and General Manager be further authorised to determine relevant projects, at 
their discretion. 

3. That in the event of the Department deeming a Part B priority project as submitted by 
Council as an ineligible project, the further sealing of Wanaaring Road be the replacement 
project. 

 
 



 

 

Amendment 
 
Moved:       Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded:  Cr Victor Bartley 
 

1. That the following prioritised Part A Projects (Roads and community infrastructure 
projects) proposed for funding under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) be submitted to the Australian Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government for assessment 
and approval: 

 
Part A Projects - Roads and community infrastructure projects 

Priority  Amount  Project Description 
1 $110,000 Replacement of splash pad surface – Bourke Pool 
2 $100,000 Tree planting program  
3 $100,000 Replacement footpath Warraweena St, adjacent to 

Spar Supermarket. 
4 $100,000 Public space / outdoor furniture / signage  
5 $  30,000 Garbage bin enclosures 
6 $  80,000 Swimming Pool Club House upgrade 
7 $150,000 North Bourke Oval Fence 
8 $200,000 Camping Overflow and “Rest area” – Location to be 

determined. 
9 $  40,000 Pool furniture 
10 $289,903 Secretary’s Office / Community Space – Stage 1 / Stage 

2: Renshaw Oval  
Total $1,199,903  

 
2. That the Part B Project (Road only projects) as identified for funding under Phase 4 of the 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) in the report of the General 
Manager be submitted to the Australian Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government for assessment and approval. 

3. That in the event of the Department deeming a Part A priority project, as submitted by 
Council, as an ineligible project, the Mayor in conjunction with the General Manager be 
authorised to determine replacement project(s) initially from the unprioritised list as 
provided in the General Manager’s Report, except in respect of the Secretary’s 
Office/Community Space – Stage 2: Renshaw Oval which has now been identified as a 
priority project, or, alternatively, should available funding for replacement projects not 
be sufficient to fund any of the identified replacement projects, the Mayor and General 
Manager be further authorised to determine relevant projects, at their discretion. 

4. That in the event of the Department deeming the Part B priority project as submitted by 
Council as an ineligible project, the further sealing of Wanaaring Road be the 
replacement project. 

5. That Council make application to Racing NSW for $60,000 in funding to undertake the 
Upgrading of the Race Callers Box at Renshaw Oval.  

 
The Amendment on being put to the meeting and was carried. 

Carried 



 

 

The Amendment then became the Motion and on being put to the meeting was carried. 
Carried  

Resolution  2023/150  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

1. That the following prioritised Part A Projects (Roads and community infrastructure 
projects) proposed for funding under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community 
Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) be submitted to the Australian Department of 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government for assessment 
and approval: 

 
Part A Projects - Roads and community infrastructure projects 

Priority  Amount  Project Description 
1 $110,000 Replacement of splash pad surface – Bourke Pool 
2 $100,000 Tree planting program  
3 $100,000 Replacement footpath Warraweena St, adjacent to 

Spar Supermarket. 
4 $100,000 Public space/outdoor furniture/ signage  
5 $  30,000 Garbage bin enclosures 
6 $  80,000 Swimming Pool Club House upgrade 
7 $150,000 North Bourke Oval Fence 
8 $200,000 Camping Overflow and “Rest area” – Location to be 

determined. 
9 $  40,000 Pool furniture 
10 $289,903 Secretary’s Office/Community Space – Stage 1/Stage 2: 

Renshaw Oval  
Total $1,199,903  

 
2. That the Part B Project (Road only projects) as identified for funding under Phase 4 of the 

Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) in the report of the General 
Manager be submitted to the Australian Department of Infrastructure, Transport, 
Regional Development and Local Government for assessment and approval. 

3. That in the event of the Department deeming a Part A priority project, as submitted by 
Council, as an ineligible project, the Mayor in conjunction with the General Manager be 
authorised to determine replacement project(s) initially from the unprioritised list as 
provided in the General Manager’s Report, except in respect of the Secretary’s 
Office/Community Space – Stage 2: Renshaw Oval which has now been identified as a 
priority project, or, alternatively, should available funding for replacement projects not 
be sufficient to fund any of the identified replacement projects, the Mayor and General 
Manager be further authorised to determine relevant projects, at their discretion. 

4. That in the event of the Department deeming the Part B priority project as submitted by 
Council as an ineligible project, the further sealing of Wanaaring Road be the 
replacement project. 

5. That Council make application to Racing NSW for $60,000 in funding to undertake the 
Upgrading of the Race Callers Box at Renshaw Oval.  

Carried 



 

 

 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton and Cr Grace Ridge (via AV Link) returned to the meeting, the 
time being 9:54 am. 

16 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

16.1 *** BANK RECONCILIATION AND STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES - JUNE 2023 

File Number: F1.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Bank 
Reconciliation and Statement of Bank Balances - June 2023. 

Resolution  2023/151  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30 June 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

16.2 *** INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 30 JUNE 2023 

File Number: F1.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Investment 
Report as at 30 June 2023. 

Resolution  2023/152  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio 30 Jun 2023 be received and 
noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted, and the report 
adopted. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16.3 ANNUAL RISK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND INSURANCE MATTERS FOR 2023/2024 

File Number: I2.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Annual Risk 
Management Program and Insurance Matters for 2023/2024. 

Resolution  2023/153  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

That Council notes the Risk Management Program review and the classes of insurance acquired 
for 2023/2024. 

Carried 
 

16.4 *** REVIEW OF CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 2022/2023 AND REALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

File Number: R2.5 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Review of 
Capital Works Program 2022/2023 and Reallocation of Funds. 

Resolution  2023/154  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That the operating and capital works projects previously planned for 2022/2023 as detailed in 
the report of the Manager Corporate Services be revoted for expenditure as part of the 
Operational Plan for 2023/2024.  

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16.5 *** ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - 30 JUNE 2023 

File Number: F1.4.6 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Annual 
Financial Statements - 30 June 2023. 

Resolution  2023/155  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council’s Annual Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2023 be referred 
for audit. 

2. That the Mayor, Councillor, General Manager, and the Responsible Accounting Officer be 
authorised to sign the Statement by Councillors and Management as part of the Annual 
Financial Statements for the year ended 30 June 2023. 

Carried 
 

16.6 *** FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GRANT 2023/2024 

File Number: F1.4.6 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Financial 
Assistance Grant 2023/2024. 

Resolution  2023/156  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Victor Bartley 

1. That Council notes the report detailing Councils Financial Assistance Grants 
recommended allocation for 2023/2024. 

2. That additional funds received in respect of Councils Financial Assistance Grant, being 
funds above those amounts estimated in Councils 2023/2024 Operational Plan, be 
transferred to Councils Asset Renewal Reserve. 

Carried 
 

17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil 

19 POLICIES 

Nil 



 

 

20 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

20.1 *** RONNY GIBBS 7’S RUGBY LEAGUE AND NETBALL GALA DAY 

File Number: C12.5-D5.2 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Ronny Gibbs 7s Rugby 
League and Netball Gala Day. 

Resolution  2023/157  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That Council accede to the request to support the 26th Ronny Gibbs 7’s Tournament including 
the waiving of oval hire, marking of ovals and fees in respect of the hire of the PV Jandra at the 
maximum total cost of $1,500.00. 

Carried 
 

At this juncture, Cr Victor Bartley left the meeting, the time being 10:04 am. 

 

20.2 *** WOMEN'S GATHERING 

File Number: C12.5, D5.2 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Women's Gathering. 

Resolution  2023/158  

Moved: Cr Cec Dorrington 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That Council accede to the request to support the Women’s Gathering facilitated by the Western 
NSW Local Health District including the waiving of charges for the hire of the Back O’ Bourke 
Function Centre and PV Jandra at the maximum total cost of $900.00. 

Carried 
 
At this juncture, Cr Victor Bartley returned to the meeting, the time being 10:06 am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

21 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS AND WORKSHOP - WORKS UNDERTAKEN 

File Number: E7.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Roads regarding the Engineering Services - 
Road Works and Workshop - Works Undertaken. 

Resolution  2023/159  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That Council note the information in the Engineering Services Road Works and Workshop  - 
Works Undertaken Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 24 July 2023. 

Carried 
 

21.2 PARKS & GARDENS / TOWN SERVICES / WATER & WASTE WATER ENGINEERING 
SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Parks & Gardens / Town 
Services / Water & Waste Water Engineering Services Activity Report. 

Resolution  2023/160  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That Council note the information in the Parks and Gardens, Town Services and Water and 
Wastewater Engineering Services Department Activity Reports as presented to Council on 
Monday, 24 July 2023. 

Carried 
 

21.3 PLANNING, REGULATORY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: D3.1-A11.1-A8.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Environmental Services regarding the 
Planning, Regulatory & Environmental Services - Activity Report. 

Resolution  2023/161  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the information in the Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 24 July 2023 be received and noted. 

Carried 
 



 

 

21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: G2.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the General Manager's 
Activity Report. 

Resolution  2023/162  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 24 July 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 

21.5 LIBRARY MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT FOR JUNE 2023 

File Number: L4.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Library Manager regarding the Library Manager's 
Activity Report for June 2023. 

Resolution  2023/163  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the information in the Library Manager’s Report for June 2023 as presented to Council on 
Monday, 24 July 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

21.6 TOURISM AND EVENTS REPORT 

File Number: T4.3 

The Council had before it the report of the Coordinator Tourism Operations regarding the Tourism 
and Events Report. 

Resolution  2023/164  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That the information in the Tourism and Events Report for June 2023 as presented to Council on 
Monday, 24 July 2023 be noted. 

Carried 
 



 

 

22 CLOSED SESSION 

At this juncture, the Council gave consideration to moving into Closed Session of Council. 

Resolution  2023/165  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Cec Dorrington 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

22.1 *** Plant Hire Tenders 2023/2024 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (d)(ii) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if 
disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the council. 

22.2 *** Proposed Sale of Land to Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (c) of the Local Government 
Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting would, on 
balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes 
to conduct) business. 

Carried 

Council proceeded into closed session with the livestreaming of the meeting being paused at 
10.15am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

22.1 *** PLANT HIRE TENDERS 2023/2024 

File Number: T3.1, T3.2 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Roads regarding the Plant Hire Tenders 
2023/2024. 

Resolution  2023/166  

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

1. That as per Section 55 (3) (i) of the Local Government Act, Council not invite further 
tenders for its 2023/2024 hire of plant and equipment given the extenuating 
circumstances that the nature of these plant tenders is as a standing offer that may or 
may not be utilised, and in this regard, nothing would be achieved by inviting tenders.  

2. That following the annual determination by Council to accept tenders for the inclusion of 
nominated Plant and Equipment in Council’s Annual Plant Hire Register, the General 
Manager be authorised to add/delete/amend any such plant on the Plant Hire Register 
involving plant and equipment tendered by an organisations as part of Council’s Annual 
Plant Hire and Equipment Tender.  

3. That the documents and considerations remain confidential to Council. 
Carried 

At this juncture, Cr Victor Bartley left the meeting, the time being 10:16 am. 

22.2 *** PROPOSED SALE OF LAND TO BOURKE ABORIGINAL CORPORATION HEALTH SERVICE 

File Number: A11.1, H1.1, H1.15 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Proposed Sale of Land 
to Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service. 

Resolution  2023/167  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council proceed to sell to the Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service 
(BACHS), Lot 6 DP 35797, Lot 7 DP 35797, Lot 8 DP 35797, Lot 9 DP 35797 and Lot 10 DP 
35797 all located in Mitchell Street, Bourke at a combined price of $45,000 (Ex GST) for 
the purpose of the construction of a primary care clinic by the BACHS for the Bourke 
region. 

2. That the sale of such land be subject to development consent being forthcoming for the 
proposed primary care clinic. 

3. That in the event that no DA approved construction has begun on the site within a period 
of two (2) years of Councils resolution herewith, the land offer will be reassessed by 
Council. 

4. That the documents and considerations in respect of this matter remain confidential to 
Council. 
                                                                                                                                                       Carried 

 



 

 

At this juncture, Cr Victor Bartley returned to the meeting, the time being 10:18 am. 
 

Resolution  2023/168  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council. 
Carried 

  

Open council resumed at 10.18 am. 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

At the request of the Mayor, the General Manager read to the meeting the Councils resolutions as 
determined in the Closed Session of Council.  

   

The Meeting closed at 10.23am. 

 

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 28 August 
2023. 

 

................................................... 

CHAIRPERSON 



 

 

10 RESCISSION MOTIONS 

Nil 

11 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil 
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12 BUSINESS ARISING 

12.1 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

File Number: C12.6 

Author: Leonie Brown, General Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
 
Information is sent out monthly to advise when Council Meetings, meetings which Councillors are 
Delegates to and other meetings of which Council is a member of, or representatives of Council, 
are to be held. 
 
Current Situation 
 

Month Date Time Meeting / Event Location 
2023 

August 28 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber 
September 06-07  National Local Roads, Transport 

and Infrastructure Congress 
Kambri Cultural Centre, 
Australian National 
University, Canberra ACT 

September 19 2.00pm Traffic Committee Meeting Council Chamber 
September 25 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber  
October 25-28  Murray Darling Association 

Conference 
Murray Bridge, SA 

October (*) 23 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber  
November 12-14  LGNSW Annual Conference Rosehill Gardens Racecourse, 

Sydney 
November (*) 27 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber  
December (*) 18 9.15am Council Meeting Council Chamber  

 
(*) Indicative date only. Council meeting dates post September 2023 will be determined by Council 
as part of the September 2023 Agenda relating to the election of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Calendar of Events Report as presented to Council on Monday, 28 
August 2023 be noted.  
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12.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, General Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
 
Each month a list of correspondence is sent out in the Business Paper to Councillors to ensure that 
they have not missed any information since the last Business Paper was produced. 
 
Current Situation 
 
Information that has been provided to Councillors for the period 19 July 2023 to 18 August 
follows: 
 

Date Information Sent Author Email 

19/07/2023 GM’s Column for publication - 20 July 2023 Leonie Brown  
19/07/2023 Business Papers for the July Ordinary and Closed 

Session Council Meeting , Monday 24 July 2023 
Leonie Brown  

25/07/2023 Minutes of the July 2023 Council Meeting Leonie Brown  
25/07/2023 Registrations & Motions now open for the Annual 

Conference 
Local Government NSW  

25/07/2023 Progress on sheep and goat traceability NSW Farmers Association  
26/07/2023 GMs Column for publication - 27 July 2023 Leonie Brown  
26/07/2023 The Weekly Newsletter, 25 July 2023 Local Government NSW  
26/07/2023 News from the Barwon Electorate Roy Butler, MP  
26/07/2023 Government reminded one size does not fit all NSW Farmers Association  
26/07/2023 Unlock Your Potential: Book Your Professional 

Development Workshops now! 
Local Government NSW  

02/08/2023 The Weekly Newsletter, 1 August 2023 Local Government NSW  
02/08/2023 GMs Column for publication - 3 August 2023 Leonie Brown  
03/08/2023 Coulton's Catch Up - Monday 31 July (corrected) Mark Coulton, MP  
08/08/2023 The Weekly Newsletter, 8 August 2023 Local Government NSW  
09/08/2023 GMs Column for publication - 10 August 2023 Leonie Brown  
10/08/2023 Don’t repeat mistakes in bush push NSW Farmers Association  
10/08/2023 Country Mayors Meeting 4 August 2023 Minutes Country Mayors Association 

of NSW 
 

11/08/2023 Communique - August 4 - General Meeting  Country Mayors Association 
of NSW 

 

11/08/2023 CMA State Budget Priorities and Hosting a 
General Meeting application  

Country Mayors Association 
of NSW 

 

11/08/2023 Minutes of the July Council Meeting - Revised Margo Anderson  
14/08/2023 Reminder re Council Meeting Monday, 28 August Margo Anderson  
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2023 
15/08/2023 The Weekly Newsletter, 15 August 2023 Local Government NSW  
16/08/2023 GMs Column for publication - 17 August 2023 Leonie Brown  
17/08/2023 Thank you for renewing your membership Local Government NSW  
18/08/2023 Reminder to Register for the Mayoral and 

Councillor safety forum 
Local Government NSW  

 

Recommendation 
 
That the contents of the Information to Councillors Report as presented to Council on Monday, 
28 August 2023 be noted. 
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12.3 *** BUSINESS ARISING 

File Number: C12.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, General Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
 
Business outstanding from previous meetings. 
 
Current Situation 
  

GM GENERAL MANAGER  MW MANAGER WORKS  

MCS MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES  MRS MANAGER ROAD SERVICES 

MES MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  EDM ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MANAGER 
 

362/2018  BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION ACT 2016 - UPDATE  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY - MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

FILE NUMBER  E6.1, E6.4, L8.1  

RESOLUTION 
1. That Council undertake a review of the potential impact on the sale of land held for industrial  

development including obtaining specialist advice as appropriate.   
2. That on finalisation of that review a further report be brought back to Council. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Continue to lobby Government - matter evolving. 
2. Issue of impact of the Biodiversity Act recently discussed at meeting of the Alliance of Western      
      councils. 
3. Meeting held with Alliance of Western Councils and Paul Scully, Shadow Minister for Planning, 1  
      September to provide an update on the impact if the Biodiversity Act. 
4.   Matter continues to be pursued by Western Alliance on behalf of member Councils. 
5.   Matter further discussed at the  Alliance of  Western Council Meeting held on 09/12/2022. 
6.   Impact of Biodiversity Act, and specifically the issue of the North Bourke Industrial lots, raised on  

Sydney Radio (2GB Ray Hadley 14/03/2023) by Chair of Western Alliance, Cr Craig Davies. 
7.  GM and MES attended Biodiversity teleconference organised by LGNSW held on 4 April 2023 .     
      Submission from Council will be forthcoming during the follow up process. 
8.   The need for a review of the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 was raised with Clr Darriea 

Turley, President LGNSW and Scott Phillips, Chief Executive Officer during discussions with them 
at Bourke on 10/05/2023. 

9.  Review of the Act is underway with the Hon Paul Scully MP, NSW Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces considering options to assist with development blockages. Advice received from Roy Butler 
MP, Member for Barwon on 17 July 2023. 

10. Western Division Councils of NSW moved a motion to write to the Minister for the Environment, 
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the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, and the Minister for Regional and Western NSW 
requesting the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 be amended in such a manner as to allow the 
recommencement of development of housing and industry in Regional NSW. 

 

427/2018  PROPOSED CHANGE OF MANAGEMENT OF THE PCYC  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  LEONIE BROWN - GENERAL MANAGER  

FILE NO  L1.17-Y1.7-LD-L11.14.3  

RESOLUTION 
That the General Manager prepare a detailed report in relation to the matter, including the seeking  
of legal advice if necessary.  
ACTION TAKEN 
1. In progress.  
2. Teleconference held 20/08/2020. 
3. Correspondence sent to PCYC 25/8/20 and followed up for response 20/10/20 & 16/11/2020. 
4. Matter further discussed with Crown Lands staff on 09/03/2021 for their contact with PCYC. 
5. Further discussions held in July 2021 with Crown Lands in regard to their contact with PCYC with 

correspondence sent to PCYC as a follow up to discussions. 
6. PCYC have advised that as a result of internal management changes they wish to defer discussions 

on land management till mid-2022. 
7. No further approaches made by PCYC re land management matter. 

 

274/2019 DROUGHT – WATER UPDATE  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER  LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER  

FILE NO  W2.2.9 – W2.2.9.1  

RESOLUTION 
That the General Manager write to the State Government seeking their urgent consideration of the  
construction of a regulator or additional weir including a fish ladder upstream of Bourke at a location  
identified as BU8  
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Letter sent & meeting held. 
2. State Government commits to preparation of Western Weirs Strategy. 
3. Teleconference involving staff and Councillors held with State Water on 22/9/2020 re Strategy. 
4. Meeting held with DPIE representatives on 10/11/2020 & 11/11/2020. 
5. Further briefings on Strategy held 10/02/2021 and 24/05/2021. 
6. Discussions held by GM with Jim Betts in July 2021 Secretary, DPIE, in regard to the Weir Strategy 

Project and its prolonged timeframes. 
7. NSW Govt. in Oct 2021 announced the Better Baaka Program which includes Weir renewals on the 

Darling and specifically upgrading of the Bourke Weir. Meeting with DPIE to be held in Bourke on 
23 November 2021. 

8. Meeting held DPIE 23/11/2021 with Jim Bentley and his team via Video conference regarding 
Better Baaka Better Bidgee project. 

9. Meeting held in December 2021 with Andrew Lavelle regarding the Weir upgrade at Bourke and 
connectivity strategy. 

10. Contact made with Minister Pavey’s Office re concerns regarding potential removal of 
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downstream weirs. 
11. GM and MCS met with DPIE officers undertaking Western Regional Water Strategy consultation in 

Bourke on 8 March 2022 raising concern at the potential loss of downstream weirs. 
12. Contact made in March 2022 with Andrew Lavelle of DPIE re weir progress. Advised that Western 

Weirs project is progressing following completion of Strategic Business Case. Advised that he will 
be seeking to have further conversations re weirs downstream. 

13. Meeting held with Graham Attenborough and Jason Gordon of DPIE on 15 March 2022 re all 
things water including weir. 

14. Mayor, Mark Riley and Leonie Brown attended the DPIE Forum at Bourke Bowling Club on 30 June 
2022 re Western Region Water Strategy and Barwon-Darling Water Sharing Plan and Floodplain 
Harvesting licencing.  

15. Submissions subsequently made re increasing Bourke Weir height and retention of downstream 
weirs. 

16. Mayor/GM met with Hon. Tanya Plibersek, MP Federal Minister for the Environment and Water at 
Alliance of Western Councils Meeting at Narromine on 19/08/2022. 

17. Ingrid Emery, Executive Director Project Interfaces and Program Management Water 
Infrastructure to provide update to Councillors on 22 August 2022 – No State or Federal Funding 
for Final Business Case Study. 

18. Refer Council Resolution Clause 2022/176 herewith for further update. 
19. Meeting held in February 2023 with Minister Anderson - see item 2022/176. 
20. Letter sent to the Hon Rose Jackson, Minister for Water, Housing and Homelessness, following 

March 2023 State election, advising of the issues and seeking support. 
21. Councillors and staff met with members of the Board of the Murray Darling Authority, the 

Commonwealth Environmental Water Holder, the Commonwealth Environmental Water Office 
and the Department of Climate Change, Environment, Energy and Water – Water Division, in 
Bourke on 03/05/2023 and discussed water issues. 

22. Mayor discussed issues with the Hon Rose Jackson, NSW Minister for Water, Housing, 
Homelessness, Mental Health, Youth and North Coast on Wednesday, 5 July 2023. Minister 
Jackson advised the Mayor she would come to Bourke in August 2023 to see the issues for herself. 
The Mayor and GM met with Roy Butler MP, Member for Barwon on Monday, 17 July 2023 
regarding water security for Bourke. On Tuesday, 18 July 2023 the GM spoke to Steph Cooke MP, 
NSW Shadow Minister for Water and Crown Lands who has advised of a planned visit to Bourke in 
August 2023 to hear the concerns of the community. 

 

2020/111  
March Meeting 

DUAL NAMING OF THE DARLING RIVER – DARLING RIVER BAAKA 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER  

FILE NO R6.5 

RESOLUTION 
That Council seek further clarification from the GNB on which section of the Darling River will be dual  
named Baaka and will the name be Darling Baaka River / Baaka Darling River or Darling River Baaka. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Ongoing. Geographical Names Board GNB contacted. 
2. Investigations are continuing by GNB. 
3. GNB advised in July 2021 that it would be undertaking consultation in August 2021 in regard to 

dual name proposal. 
4. GNB subsequently advised in August that due to COVID the consultations will now be undertaken 
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in 2022. 
5. Meeting was to be held with GNB on 22 June 2022 however was postponed by GNB till “next 

month” with a date yet to be suggested. 
6. Meeting scheduled for 19 July 2022 postponed – new date yet to be confirmed. 
7. New meeting date proposed for 11 October 2022. 
8. Representatives of NSW GNB attended Council on 11 October 2022 and met with available 

Councillors and relevant staff re naming matter. 
9. No further advice received from GNB, to date. 

 

2020/325 and 2020/326 
September Meeting 

REVIEW OF CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM 2019/2020 AND REALLOCATION  
OF FUNDS – ITEM 15.5 - MOUNT OXLEY 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER  

FILE NO R2.5 

RESOLUTION 
1. That Council notes the report on the responsibility and current condition of the access road to the 

summit of Mount Oxley.  
2. That Council notes the status of telecommunication infrastructure located atop Mount Oxley.  
3. That following a Title Search discussion be held with the owners of the land and the various 

owners of the telecommunications infrastructure atop Mount Oxley with a view to sourcing 
funding for at least the $80,000 in maintenance work and potentially a further $110,000 for the 
guard rail installation, for a further report to Council including consideration to any contribution 
by Council.  

4. That Council investigates its potential liability as a result of the public use of the access road to the 
top of Mount Oxley and a report be submitted back to Council. 

ACTION TAKEN 
1. Extensive title searches have been completed. 
2. Liability issues being pursued by Booth Brown Legal for further report. 
3. Meeting held with Mr & Mrs Stalley on 10 December 2020. 
4. Risk review undertaken by Council’s insurers on 16/03/21. Awaiting advice to allow instructions     
       to be issued by Booth Brown Legal to prepare licence documentation. 
5. Discussions held with NSW Telco Authority re potential for funding to assist with road upgrade.  
       Costs advised. No funding available. 
6. Further discussions to be held with owners of Mt Oxley site. 
 

2020/236 
July Meeting 

BOURKE AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER PETER BROWN – MANAGER WORKS 

FILE NO A6.1 

RESOLUTION 
That Council seeks quotations for the preparation of a Master Plan at the Bourke Airport to  
determine the availability of land for the proposed development and future developments. 
ACTION TAKEN 
Brief prepared, quotations to be invited, when funding available. 
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2019/439 and 2021/33 
December Meeting 

NORTH BOURKE BRIDGE REHABILITATION CONCEPT PLAN 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO B6.1 

RESOLUTION 
1. Council continues to apply for funding to undertake the project. 
2. Council commits additional funds of $269,922 from Councils Infrastructure Reserve Fund to 

ensure a total co-contribution from Council of $969,922 (25%) to the Building Better Regions Fund 
Round 5, for North Bourke Bridge Renewal, if a funding application is successful. 

ACTION TAKEN 
1.   Ongoing. 
2.   Letter received from Minister Toole 11/11/2020 advising upcoming funding opportunities for      
       bridge. 
3.   Funds as resolved reserved in Councils accounts. 
4.   Application under Building Better Regions Fund lodged 11/02/2021. Application unsuccessful. 
5.   Strategy prepared for investigation, assessment and restoration of bridge for input into Tourism  
       Grant Application. 
6.   Application lodged in August 2021. No response to date. 
7.   Representations made to Member for Barwon, Roy Butler MP regarding funding for Bridge. 
8.   Further application under Building Better Regions Fund lodged February 2022. 
9.   Council resolved 25 February 2022 to allocate funding of $200,000 to engage a structural   
       engineer to prepare documentation to allow Council to invite tenders for restoration of the   
       bridge. 
10. Draft brief prepared and with Public Works Advisory (PWA) for review. 
11. Quote obtained from PWA with further discussions to be held. 
12. Further Grant funding application for design funding lodged with NSW Government in July 2022. 
13. Councils Grant Funding application was successful. Deed executed.  
14. Brief with PWA finalised and awaiting final quotation. 
15. Meeting with PWA and Bridge Engineer held on site 5 April 2023 to progress brief development 

and consider restoration options. Report from Bridge Engineer to be provided. 
16. Advice received from PWA that Consultancy Proposal from Bridge Engineer to be provided by 

31/05/2023. Bridge Engineer has been overseas. 
17. Still awaiting Consultancy Proposal. 
18. Consultancy Proposal received and agreed to. Investigatory works underway, with initial meeting 

with Council officers to be held late August 2023. 
 

2021/355 
December Meeting 

ROAD CLASSIFICATION REVIEW  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER PAUL FLANAGAN – ROADS MANAGER 

FILE NO R7.1, R7.4.3 

RESOLUTION 
1. That Council provide a submission to the Independent Panel on Road Classification Review and 
     Regional Road Transfer proposing that ownership of the Bourke – Milparinka Rd (Wanaaring Rd)     
     be transferred to the NSW Government, as a minimum.  
2. That the transfer of any Regional Roads to Government in the Bourke Shire being on the basis of 

Council entering into a contract with Government which would see Council continuing to 
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undertake both improvement works, and the necessary programmed and emergency 
maintenance works on the transferred roadway(s). 

3. That Council also provides a submission to the Independent Panel on Road Classification Review 
and Regional Road Transfer proposing the reclassification from local road to regional road status 
of the following roads: 

• RLR 5 – Caronga Peak to Wilga Downs (23km / no bridge); 
• RLR50 - Moleyarrah Road – Wanaaring to Hungerford (86.82km / no bridge); 
• RLR44 – Janina Road – Louth to Wanaaring (85.7km / no bridge); 
• RLR49 – West Culgoa Road – Bourke to Weilmoringle (82.82km / single lane bridge). 

ACTION TAKEN 
1. Submission to Review Panel prepared and submitted. 
2.  Additional information and financial data requested for consideration 23 August 2022.     
      Information provided. 
3. No Further information to date. 

 

2022/96 and 2023/60 
April and March Meetings 

NORTH BOURKE STORMWATER DRAINAGE 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN - GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO D6.1, D6.2, V 1.6 

RESOLUTION 
1.   That the information in the report of the General Manager from March 2022 be noted.  
2.   That the Mayor and General Manager be requested to take the necessary action in pursuit of     
       Potentially acquiring land in respect of this drainage matter, for a further report to Council. 
3.   That the Mayor and General Manager be requested to brief Mr G Seiler on the progress of this  
       matter. 
4.   That the documents and considerations in respect of this matter remain confidential to Council. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Investigations into land proceeding. 
2. Mayor and GM have briefed Mr Seiler. 
3. Land to west of subject site reviewed by environmental consultant and is considered to be an 

undesirable location for the construction of stormwater retention infrastructure due to the 
multitude of environmental, practical and physical constraints. 

4. Further update meeting held in June 2022 with Mr Seiler involving Mayor, Deputy Mayor and 
Messrs Riley and Brown. 

5. Monthly progress reports to be provided to Mr Seiler by Council. 
6. Structural Engineer engaged by Insurers inspected property on 8 September 2022.  
7. Meeting held with landowners to the north of Warrego Street with a view to a portion of this land 

being acquired and utilised for the construction of a detention pond. Further information being 
sought for a future meeting. 

8. Further information received and provided to the landowners to the north of Warrego Street with 
subsequent discussions held. 

9. Structural Engineers Report received. Comprehensive report being developed for Workshop of 
Councillors in March 2023. 

10. Workshop held 20 March 2023. Workshop report including recommendation included in March 
2023 Business Paper. 

11. Council in March 2023 (2023/60) resolved: 
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• to undertake final negotiations with Mr Rob and Mrs Sally Davis in respect of the 
acquisition of some 2.21ha of their land fronting Warrego St, North Bourke for the purpose 
of constructing a stormwater detention basin thereon, for a final report to Council. 

• on the basis of Council resolving to formally acquire such land, the General Manager be 
requested to take the necessary action that would result in the construction of a 
stormwater detention basin and required infrastructure on such land, in general 
conformity with the concept plan developed by Premise dated 10 February 2023 designed 
to accommodate a 1:100 year rainfall event for this area. 

• noted the opinion as expressed in the Expert Report prepared by Engineering 
Investigations and Solutions in regard to the residence of Mr G and Mrs C Seiler. 

• not pursue the purchase of the Seiler property located in Namoi St, North Bourke. 
12. Meeting with Mr and Mrs Davis requested and pursued. Council’s Solicitor, Insurer and Mr G 

Seiler advised of Councils resolution accordingly. 
13. Meeting with Mr and Mrs Davis, as per March 2023 resolution, held on 26 July 2023. Further 

technical advice to be sourced by Council prior to further discussions being held. 
 

2022/115 
May Meeting 

RISK MANAGEMENT AND INTERNAL AUDIT FRAMEWORK FOR  
COUNCILS 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER ANG PASANG RAI - MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

FILE NO R5.1 

RESOLUTION 
1. That Council join with the Far North West Joint Organisation and its member Councils in 

establishing  a Shared  Audit Risk and Improvement Committee in accordance with section 428B 
of the Local Government  Act 1993. 

2. That Council delegate authority to the Far North West Joint Organisation to appoint the chair and 
two (2) independent members to form the shared Audit Risk And Improvement Committee to 
serve the Far North West Joint Organisation and all three member Councils. 

3. That Council appoint a Councillor to serve as the non-voting board member on the ARIC for this 
Council only. 

4. That Council adopt the Draft Terms of Reference developed for the operation of the Audit Risk 
and Improvement noting the initial revised term to cater for the shorter period to be served by 
the current Council and the fact that there is no current need for the Chair to be pre-qualified at 
this stage. 

5. That Council note the Expression of Interest document developed by the Far North West Joint 
Organisation for distribution to potential applicants for persons to serve as the Chair or one of the 
two (2) independent Committee Members including the fees payable to the Chair and Committee 
members. 

6. That applications as detailed in the Expression of Interest document be called for by the 
placement of advertisements in the local papers circulating in each of the towns within the 
FNWJO area together with the websites of each of the member Councils to provide local 
residents the opportunity to apply to  become a member of the Shared Committee if they are 
suitably qualified and wish to apply. 

ACTION TAKEN 
1. General Manager advised FNWJO of Council’s resolution. 
2. Manager Corporate Services take the necessary action to implement Council’s resolution. 
3. Expression of Interest received from another Council regarding joining the FNWJO.  
4. FNWJO meeting held on 1 August 2022.   



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 28 August 2023 
 

Item 12.3 Page 45 

5. Expression of Interest for persons to serve as the Chair on one of the two (2) independent 
Committee members have been invited and subsequently closed. As at 23/03/2023 the 
submissions received are under review for report to the FNWJO in April 2023. 

6. Report considered by FNWJO Board at its meeting of 31 March. Interviews of short listed 
applicants to proceed.  

7. Committee formalised at the June 2023 meeting of the FNWJO. 
 

2022/161 and 2023/42 
July and March Meetings 

CAMPING & CARAVAN USAGE - MITCHELL HIGHWAY ROAD RESERVE 
AND NORTH BOURKE BOAT RAMP CROWN RESERVE 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY – MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

FILE NO L1.9 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the legislative information in respect of the potential usage of the North Bourke Boat Ramp 

Crown Reserve for the purposes of caravanning and camping be noted. 
2. That Council not pursue the development of a primitive campground to allow camping at the 

North Bourke Boat Ramp Crown Reserve and having regard to this position, camping in this 
reserve not be permissible and appropriate signage be maintained. 

3. That Council enter into discussions with TfNSW with a view to the sealed section of road reserve 
leading to the old North Bourke Bridge being designated for use by light and recreational 
travellers as a Rest Area, for a trial period ending 12 months after the opening of such road 
reserve as a rest area, should it be approved. 

4. At the end of this period it would be proposed that a report on the trial be provided to Council to 
review usage and issues, including any impact on accommodation providers in Bourke. 

 5.   That Council investigate further opportunities to promote Bourke as an RV friendly town. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Contact made with Transport for NSW (TfNSW).  
2. Awaiting response from TfNSW. 
3. Further follow up with TfNSW. Cobar Shire have advised they are having similar issues. 
4. Further contact made with Transport for NSW. 
5. Follow up report included in March 2023 Business Paper. 
6. At the March 2023 Ordinary Meeting of Council the following resolution (2023/42) was carried. 

• That the information in respect of the potential usage of the Polygonum Swamp Road be  
                      noted. 

• That Council not pursue the development of a Rest Area to allow camping on the side of  
                   the Polygonum Swamp Road. 

• That the No Camping and No Caravans signs be maintained to encourage Caravan and       
                     Camping users to move on to a more suitable location, where there is no risk to     
                     pedestrians, road users and themselves. 
7. Meeting held with representatives from Crown Lands Monday, 26 June 2023. Identified land at 

North Bourke behind Darling Street that might be a Public Recreation Reserve. Free camping 
may be allowable with infrastructure upgrades - to be determined with a further report to be 
presented to Council when all details are available. 

8. Funding application submitted for LRCI funding to provide infrastructure once a suitable site is 
agreed upon. 
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2022/176 
August Meeting 

MAYORAL MINUTE – WESTERN WEIRS STRATEGY 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER  

FILE NO W3.1 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the status upgrade in respect of the Western Weirs Strategy as presented to Council by Ms 

Ingrid Emery, Water Infrastructure NSW on Monday, 22 August 2022 be noted. 
2. That Council write to the Hon. Tanya Plibersek, MP, Federal Minister for the Environment and 

Water, and the Hon. Kevin Anderson, MP, State Minister for Land and Water seeking support and 
funding to progress the next stage of the Western Weir Strategy being the Final Business Case for 
the proposed upgrading of the Bourke Weir to improve town water supply security. 

ACTION TAKEN 
1. Letter written by the Mayor to Hon. Tanya Plibersek, MP, seeking support and funding to 

progress to the next stage of the Western Weir Strategy being the Final Business Case for the 
proposed upgrading of the Bourke Weir to improve town water supply security. 

2. Letter also written to the Hon. Kevin Anderson, State Minister for Land and Water seeking 
support and seeking a meeting to discuss same. Minister’s office advised that “the Minister will 
be unable to accept your request to meet.” 

3. Response dated 5 October 2022 received from Minister Anderson. The Minister advised that: 
• Infrastructure NSW (INSW) completed its Gateway 1 Review in December 2021 in respect 

of the Western Weirs Program. INSW is working with the Australian Government re: 
funding arrangements for a final Business Case. 

• Western Weirs Program has been incorporated into the Better Baaka Program. Better 
Baaka aims to protect rivers and floodplains with towns having “a secure water source 
into the future, and sustainable local communities, agriculture and industries can be 
supported.” 

4. Response dated 12 December 2022 received from Minister Plibersek advised that: 
• The NSW Government is responsible for water management in our region and is 

developing regional water strategies across the State.  
• The Western Weirs Strategy sits alongside these strategies. 
• The Australian Government’s role as a significant investor in water infrastructure through 

the National Water Grid Authority, State and Territory Governments are responsible for 
water planning and water infrastructure delivery. Applications for National Water Grid 
funding must have support of the State Government. 

5. State Minister for Land and Water, the Hon Kevin Anderson attended Bourke on 6 February 2023 
and met with the Mayor and Acting GM. The Minister advised the Western Weirs Strategy will be 
abandoned as it is not well supported. However, the issue of water security will be included in 
the Better Baaka Program. The State and Federal Ministers are to meet for discussion in late 
February. The proposal aims to meet the Federal objectives but will require more time to adopt 
measures to ensure water consumption is not restricted at the same time. There are implications 
for a need for increased water storage capacity if weirs are not upgraded. 

6. Correspondence sent to the Hon Tanya Plibersek, MP and the NSW Minister for Lands and 
Water, the Hon Kevin Anderson, MP in March 2023 seeking the status of weir proposals. In 
response, the acting CEO of the NSW Water Sector responded that “the strategic business case 
for the Western Weirs program was completed in November 2021” and further that “the NSW 
Government continues to work with the Australian Government on suitable funding 
arrangements to progress to a final business case.” The Federal Government responded in April 
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2023 advising that “foe the raising of the Bourke Weir to be eligible for National Water Grid 
funding consideration, a proposal must be submitted to the National Water Grid Authority by 
the NSW Government. You may wish to continue your engagement with the NSW Government 
so that a proposal may be brought forward, should it be prioritised by the NSW Government. 

7. In response, a further letter was sent to acting CEO of the NSW Water Sector, April 2023, 
requesting confirmation that funding to progress to a final business case is an eligible project 
under the investment principles of the National Water Grid Fund and if so, what is the specific 
time frame for the NSW Government to submit an application that covers funding for a final 
business case to raise the height of the Bourke Weir. 

8. Letter sent to the Hon Rose Jackson, Minister for Water, Housing and Homelessness, following 
March 2023 State election, advising of the issues and seeking support. 

9. Meeting of the Mayor and GM with Minister Jackson being pursued. 
10. Mayor discussed issues with the Hon Rose Jackson, NSW Minister for Water, Housing, 

Homelessness, Mental Health, Youth and North Coast on Wednesday, 5 July 2023. Minister 
Jackson advised the Mayor she would come to Bourke in August 2023 to see the issues for 
herself. The Mayor and GM met with Roy Butler MP, Member for Barwon on Monday, 17 July 
2023 regarding water security for Bourke, including the issue of the weir. On Tuesday, 18 July 
2023 the GM spoke to Steph Cooke MP, NSW Shadow Minister for Water and Crown Lands who 
has advised of a planned visit to Bourke in August 2023 to hear the concerns of the community. 

 

2022/235 
October Meeting 

DRAFT FAR WEST REGIONAL PLAN 2041 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER DWAYNE WILLOUGHBY – MANAGER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

FILE NO T1.5 

RESOLUTION 
That Council note the information contained within the Draft Far West Regional Plan 2041 Report. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Matter discussed regarding gaps in the plan relative to Bourke, linkages, tourism, health services, 

transport, small business and biodiversity. Hoping for changes to the draft. Opportunities to 
participate in workshops. 

2. Continue to pursue amendments to the plan in respect of identified gaps. 
3. Council’s submission lodged, awaiting response. 

 

2022/238 
October Meeting 

GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES BOARD – THE POUND YARD 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN -  GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO A2.1, A2.2.16, H3.3 

RESOLUTION 
That Council advise the NSW Geographical Names Board that whilst it raises no objection to the 
name “Pound Yard”, it is considered imperative that the Board consult with appropriate Aboriginal 
persons before any decision is ultimately made. 
ACTION TAKEN 
1. NSW Geographical Names Board advised of Council’s Resolution. 
2. Aboriginal people who have been identified as residents of the Pound Yard have been suggested 
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as the appropriate people to be consulted by the GNB.  
3. Work in progress. 
4. List of names received, contact details yet to be received. 

 

2023/73 
April Meeting 

BOURKE FLOODPLAIN RISK MANAGEMENT STUDY AND PLAN 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER PETER BROWN – MANAGER WORKS 

FILE NO W2.1 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the Bourke Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan (Volumes 1 and 2) dated December 

2022, be adopted. 
2. That the General Manager be requested to take the necessary action in respect of implementing 

Measures 1-4 as identified in the Plan, being the measures “that could be implemented by Council 
with the assistance, where required, of the NSW SES”. 

3. That in implementing Measures 1-2, being proposed revised planning controls, a further report on 
such measures be forthcoming to Council. 

4. That the General Manager be requested to take the necessary action in respect of implementing 
Measures 5-10, as identified in the Plan, being the measures “that require the sourcing of 
Government funding” to progress such measures. 

ACTION TAKEN 
Representation made to the Department of Planning and Environment (DPE).  

 

2023/94 
May Meeting 

RECOMMENCEMENT OF THE FLUORIDATION OF THE BOURKE WATER  
SUPPLY 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER PETER BROWN - MANAGER WORKS 

FILE NO W2.1 

RESOLUTION 
1.    That pending the receipt of approval under Section 60 of the Local Government Act 1993, and 

approval from NSW Health, Council proceed to again include fluoride in the Bourke public water 
supply system. 

2. That the Bourke community be advised by way of advertisement in the Western Herald and on 
Councils Facebook site, when the fluoride dosing of the Bourke public water supply system 
actually recommences following the receipt of the required approvals.  

ACTION TAKEN 
1. PWA being pursued re completion of required outstanding works and also DPE / Health for 

required approvals. Once approvals are forthcoming, advertising / Facebook advice to 
community of the restarting of fluoridation will be undertake. 

2. Manager Works has contacted NSW Health, matter is progressing. 
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2023/120 
June Meeting 

ACTIVE TRANSPORT PLAN 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER PETER BROWN – MANAGER WORKS 

FILE NO R7.7.19 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the Bourke Shire Council Active Transport Plan 2023, be adopted for the purposes of the 

document being placed on public exhibition and comment for a period of 28 days, for a further 
report to Council should any submissions be received.  

2. That in the event of no submissions being received, the Bourke Shire Council Active Transport Plan 
2023 be adopted with funding for the implementation of identified projects being considered as 
part of the preparation of Council 2024/2025 draft Operational Plan, or as grant or other funding 
opportunities become available. 

ACTION TAKEN 
1. Active Transport Plan on exhibition from 29 June 2023 to 26 July 2023, when submissions close. 

Plan can be viewed on line or via a QR Code.  
2. Further report to be provided to Council following receipt of a submission. 
3. Final document completed. Report to be provided to Council in August 2023. 

 

2023/122 
June Meeting 

PECUNIARY INTEREST RETURNS 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER MARGO ANDERSON – EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

FILE NO S6.29 

RESOLUTION 
That Council notes the information received in relation to Pecuniary Interest Returns as presented to  
Council on Monday, 26 June 2023.  
ACTION TAKEN 
 Returns paperwork distributed to Councillors and designated staff for completion and return to EA 
by 30 September 2023. Further report to be submitted to Council’s October 2023 meeting, at the 
latest. 

 

2023/141 
July Meeting 

MAYORAL MINUTE - AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO C8.9.3, C8.9.13 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the correspondence from the Attorney Generals Department of the Australian Government 

and from the Hon Michael Daly MP, NSW Attorney General, in response to Councils opposition to 
an increase in the age of criminal responsibility from ten years to fourteen years, be noted. 

2. That Council reply to both Attorney Generals pointing out that the Maranguka Justice 
Reinvestment Initiative has been operating for over ten years in Bourke and that school 
attendance is trending downwards but violent crime such as home invasions where innocent 
people are threatened with weapons is increasing. 

3. That Council contends that there should be no increase in the age of criminal responsibility until 
the Justice Reinvestment Initiative is proven to be effective. 

4. That Council is concerned that the present crime situation in Bourke is intolerable with people 
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living in fear, particularly at night, where they are vulnerable and helpless and cannot do anything 
to protect themselves in fear of prosecution. 

ACTION TAKEN 
Letters written to Australian and NSW Attorney’s General. 

 

2023/147 
July Meeting 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW (LGNSW) ANNUAL CONFERENCE 12 TO 14  
NOVEMBER 2023 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO L8.3-G2.2-M2.2 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the Mayor and General Manager attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 12 to 14 
      November 2023. 
2. That Councillors who wish to attend the LGNSW Annual Conference to be held 12 to 14 November 
     2023 nominate prior to September 2023.  
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Councillor Victor Bartley has nominated to attend the conference. 
2. Conference bookings completed. 

 

2023/148 
July Meeting 

2023 NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO R7.6, G2.2, M2.2 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the Mayor and General Manager, or nominee, attend the 2023 National Local Roads       
      and Transport Congress to be held in Canberra ACT on 6 and 7 September 2023.  
2. That Councillors who wish to attend the 2023 National Local Roads and Transport Congress    
     nominate to the General Manager prior to Tuesday, 1 August  2023. 
ACTION TAKEN 
The Mayor and Roads Manager will be attending the conference. Bookings completed. 

 

2023/150 
July Meeting 

PROPOSED PROJECTS UNDER PHASE 4 OF THE LOCAL ROADS AND 
COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (LR&CIP) 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO 19895 

RESOLUTION 
1. That the following prioritised Part A Projects (Roads and community infrastructure projects) 

proposed for funding under Phase 4 of the Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program 
(LR&CIP) be submitted to the Australian Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development and Local Government for assessment and approval: 

 
Part A Projects - Roads and community infrastructure projects 
Priority  Amount  Project Description 
1 $110,000 Replacement of splash pad surface – Bourke Pool 
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2 $100,000 Tree planting program  
3 $100,000 Replacement footpath Warraweena St, adjacent to Spar 

Supermarket. 
4 $100,000 Public space/outdoor furniture/ signage  
5 $  30,000 Garbage bin enclosures 
6 $  80,000 Swimming Pool Club House upgrade 
7 $150,000 North Bourke Oval Fence 
8 $200,000 Camping Overflow and “Rest area” – Location to be 

determined. 
9 $  40,000 Pool furniture 
10 $289,903 Secretary’s Office/Community Space – Stage 1/Stage 2: 

Renshaw Oval  
Total $1,199,903  

 
2. That the Part B Project (Road only projects) as identified for funding under Phase 4 of the Local 

Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LR&CIP) in the report of the General Manager be 
submitted to the Australian Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and 
Local Government for assessment and approval. 

3. That in the event of the Department deeming a Part A priority project, as submitted by Council, as 
an ineligible project, the Mayor in conjunction with the General Manager be authorised to 
determine replacement project(s) initially from the unprioritised list as provided in the General 
Manager’s Report, except in respect of the Secretary’s Office/Community Space – Stage 2: 
Renshaw Oval which has now been identified as a priority project, or, alternatively, should 
available funding for replacement projects not be sufficient to fund any of the identified 
replacement projects, the Mayor and General Manager be further authorised to determine 
relevant projects, at their discretion. 

4. That in the event of the Department deeming the Part B priority project as submitted by Council 
as an ineligible project, the further sealing of Wanaaring Road be the replacement project. 

5. That Council make application to Racing NSW for $60,000 in funding to undertake the Upgrading 
of the Race Callers Box at Renshaw Oval.  

ACTION TAKEN 
Applications for projects submitted to the Australian Government for the LRCI funding. Awaiting 

approval of projects. 
 

2023/167 
July meeting 

PROPOSED SALE OF LAND TO BOURKE ABORIGINAL CORPORATION  
HEALTH SERVICE 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER LEONIE BROWN – GENERAL MANAGER 

FILE NO A11.1, H1.1, H1.15 

RESOLUTION 
1. That Council proceed to sell to the Bourke Aboriginal Corporation Health Service (BACHS), Lot 6 DP 

35797, Lot 7 DP 35797, Lot 8 DP 35797, Lot 9 DP 35797 and Lot 10 DP 35797 all located in Mitchell 
Street, Bourke at a combined price of $45,000 (Ex GST) for the purpose of the construction of a 
primary care clinic by the BACHS for the Bourke region. 

2. That the sale of such land be subject to development consent being forthcoming for the 
      proposed primary care clinic. 
3. That in the event that no DA approved construction has begun on the site within a period of two 
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(2) years of Councils resolution herewith, the land offer will be reassessed by Council. 
4. That the documents and considerations in respect of this matter remain confidential to 
      Council.  
ACTION TAKEN 
1. Letter forwarded to BACHS re Council resolution. Formal acceptance of offer from BACHS.  
2. Contract documentation prepared and submitted to Solicitor for BACHS. 
3. Meeting held with BACHS representatives re preparation of development application. 

 

Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Business Arising Report as presented to Council on Monday, 28 August 
2023 be noted. 
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13 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

13.1 ACTIVE TRANSPORT PLAN - SUBMISSIONS REPORT 

File Number: R7.7.19 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Active Transport Plan – Final Document dated 21/08/2023    

  

Background 
 
Council at its meeting held on 26 June 2023 gave consideration to its draft Active Transport Plan. 
This Plan is a comprehensive document which aims to improve the quality of life for all residents in 
the Shire Area.  
 
The Plan provides a series of Priorities and Actions to improve walking and cycling trips for the 
community, not only in Bourke, but also in the Shire villages of Byrock, Enngonia, Fords Bridge, 
North Bourke, Louth and Wanaaring, with the Plan identifying a total of 33 projects across the 
Shire.  
 
In addition to proposing the construction of physical works, the Plan also identifies ongoing 
responsibilities in respect of ultimately delivering greater walking and bike riding linkages across 
the Bourke Shire area. 
  
In respect of this matter, Council resolved: 
 

1. That the Bourke Shire Council Active Transport Plan 2023, be adopted for the purposes of 
the document being placed on public exhibition and comment for a period of 28 days, for a 
further report to Council should any submissions be received.  

2. That in the event of no submissions being received, the Bourke Shire Council Active 
Transport Plan 2023 be adopted with funding for the implementation of identified projects 
being considered as part of the preparation of Council 2024/2025 draft Operational Plan, or 
as grant or other funding opportunities become available.  

 
The draft Plan was subsequently placed on exhibition for the period 29 June to 26 July 2023. 
 
Current Situation 
 
During the exhibition period, Council received one (1) submission, that being from the Regional 
Local Government Program Officer, Transport NSW(TfNSW) - Western Region, on behalf of the Get 
NSW Active team of TfNSW.  
 
In addition to advice that “the plan looks good”, the TfNSW officer also advised three (3) priorities 
for the final document. These priorities were provided to the consultancy firm engaged to develop 
the Plan for the Bourke Shire, Currajong Pty Ltd for their comment.  
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The three (3) identified priorities of TfNSW and the responses from consultancy firm Currajong, 
including changes to the Plan, follow:  
 

1) TfNSW Comment: On-road painted bike lanes and wide road shoulders (p44) are not 
consistent with the principle of ‘safety’ and ‘suitability for all users’ (p40). Our customer 
research shows they are perceived as unsafe by current and potential everyday bike riders 
and are not effective in encouraging more local cycling trips. Please note that TfNSW’s 
Cycleway Design Toolbox does not recommend use of on-road visually separated facility 
types such as these, and TfNSW would be unlikely to provide support projects that rely on 
these treatments. 

 
Currajong Response: 
 
- Page 14 – Changed text in Plan dealing with on road cycling lanes as follows - There are 

on-road cycling lanes along Kidman Way (Gorrell Avenue, Richard Street), Kamilaroi 
Highway (Mitchell Street) and the Mitchell Highway (Mooculta Street, Tancred Drive). 
TfNSW’s Cycleway Design Toolbox does not recommend use of on-road visually 
separated cycling lanes and a review of the cycle lanes along main roads in and around 
Bourke is considered appropriate. 
 

- Page 15 to 18 – Maps and text have been updated to reflect the recommendations in 
the TfNSW’s Cycleway Design Toolbox. 

 
- Page 44 - Changed text dealing with on-road cycling lanes as follows - On-road painted 

bike lanes on road shoulders without physical barriers do not provide riders with 
protection from passing traffic and are often perceived as unsafe by current and 
potential everyday bike riders. For this reason, on-road cycle paths are not particularly 
effective in encouraging more local cycling trips and are not the preferred method of 
providing for short, everyday cycling trips. Where possible, the Bourke ATP should give 
preference to new shared path installations as a strategy for increasing cycling activity 
throughout Bourke LGA. A review of the existing on road cycle lanes in and around 
Bourke is recommended. 

 
- Page 60 – change to project 15 to reflect it as a review project. 

 
- Page 71 – change to project plan for on-road paths review. 

2) TfNSW Comment: Safe crossings at regular intervals on major town centre streets and 
other key desire lines are important to support walking convenience and safety, however 
no new pedestrian crossings are proposed in the network maps in section 9. The ATP 
would benefit from some discussion on which crossing facility options are most effective at 
supporting safe walking routes and the amenity of main streets and other key places and 
reviewing how well existing and proposed crossing treatments in section 9 will support 
this.  

Currajong Response: 
 
- Page 14 – The text dealing with Road Crossings has been changed as follows - There are 

centre islands along constructed footpath routes with varying levels of compliance. 
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Safe crossings at regular intervals on major town centre streets and other key desire 
lines are important to support walking convenience and safety. Kerb blisters and/or 
new centre islands should form part of any new footpath/shared path treatments, 
where appropriate. The existing centre islands along Tarcoon Street near Bourke High 
School need replacing, as they are too narrow and/or do not follow desire lines. 
 

3) TfNSW Comment: Suggested minimum footpath widths of 1.2m are shown throughout the 
document. TfNSW’s Walking Space Guide recommends (at least) 2.0m footpaths, and a 
minimum width of 1.8m to enable two wheelchairs to pass one another without the need 
to leave the path. As noted in the ATP, streets with higher levels of walking, such as main 
streets and routes to schools, likely require wider footpaths to cater for users comfortably. 

 
Currajong Response: 
 
- Recommend generally leaving current wording/maps in ATP as is for footpaths, to 

reflect fact that most existing footpaths are 1.2m wide (or less) and there is insufficient 
economic justification in widening footpaths to 1.8m or greater given there is minimal 
funding of footpaths by outside sources such as TfNSW. The text on page 42 has been 
altered as follows - According to the Austroads Guide and other guidelines referred to 
in Section 6, the general minimum footpath width of 1.2m (or 1.0m as an absolute 
minimum) is adequate for most road and street situations except in commercial and 
shopping environments. TfNSW’s Walking Space Guide recommends minimum 2.0m 
wide footpaths to enable two wheelchairs to pass one another without the need to 
leave the path, which is relevant around the Bourke CBD and health facilities. A 
footpath wider than the minimum may also be necessary at locations where 
pedestrians gather such as the entrance to schools and associated crossings, recreation 
facilities and bus stops or on routes with high pedestrian traffic volumes. 
 

- The text on page 43 has also been updated to reflect the recommendations for wider 
shared paths and reduced shared streets speeds as advocated in the latest TfNSW 
guidelines. 

 
The responses and the amendments to the Plan are concurred with and have been incorporated 
into the final Active Transport Plan document, as attached herewith. Accordingly, such document 
is submitted to Council for adoption.    
 
Financial Implications 
 
As identified, the plan identifies a total of 33 potential projects across the Shire. At this point no 
funding for these projects has been specifically identified. The exception to this is grant funding of 
$200,000 for the development of design plans to allow the North Bourke Bridge to be utilised for 
pedestrian and cycleway purposes, providing access from the centre of Bourke to North Bourke. 
Works in respect of this project is proceeding. The issue of funding for the identified projects, will 
need to be considered as part of the preparation of Council 2024/2025 draft Operational Plan, or 
as grant or other funding opportunities arise.  
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Recommendation 
 
1. That the Active Transport Plan, marked Final and dated 21 August 2023, which has regard to 

the comments of TfNSW, be adopted. 
 

2. That TfNSW be advised of Councils response to their submission and TfNSW be provided with 
a copy of the Final report. 

 

3. That funding for the implementation of identified projects in the adopted Active Transport 
Plan be considered as part of the preparation of Councils 2024/2025 draft Operational Plan, 
or as grant or other funding opportunities become available. 
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14 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

14.1 FOOD SURVEILLANCE ACTIVITY REPORT 2022 / 2023 

File Number: H1.5 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil 

  

Background 
 
Under the Food Regulation Partnership (FRP) in New South Wales (NSW), Bourke Shire Council is 
appointed as an enforcement agency responsible for food surveillance within its Local 
Government Area. Council reports its food surveillance activities to the NSW Food Authority. 
Bourke Shire Council is classified as a category B council under the FRP Partnership. 
 
Current Situation 
 
Food surveillance activities are submitted through a report form, which captures information 
about food premises and inspection outcomes. The reports are used to improve industry 
compliance, control critical food handling practices, demonstrate council activity, improve 
consistency among councils and increase public awareness about food surveillance. 
 
The benefits of reporting include demonstrating food safety achievements, focusing on key food 
safety areas, improving consistency in inspections, benchmarking food safety outcomes against 
the state, providing measurable performance indicators, justifying resources and funding, and 
enabling early recognition of program completion or the need for additional resources. 
 
For the 2022/2023 reporting period, Bourke Shire Council conducted inspections of food business 
premises and classified them into High, Medium, and Low risk categories. 
 
Reports for each inspection were produced using the NSW Food Authority Food Assessment 
Report (FPAR), which evaluates compliance with the Food Safety Standards (FSS) of the Australian 
New Zealand Food Standards Code (FSC). The FPAR includes nine sections related to hygiene and 
food safety, focusing on critical foodborne illness risk factors. 
 
Overall, Council staff recorded good compliance with the relevant food safety standards, though 
some premises required reinspection due to non-compliance. Council staff provided technical 
advice to businesses on compliance using factsheets and handouts. Additionally, a large 
percentage of food businesses in Bourke had a current food safety supervisor certificate. 
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Recommendation 
 
That the Food Surveillance Activity Report for 2022/2023 as presented to Council on Monday, 28 
August 2023 be received and noted. 
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15 GENERAL MANAGER 

15.1 DELIVERY PROGRAM REPORT 1 JULY 2022 TO 30 JUNE 2023 

File Number: P4.2 

Author: Leonie Brown, General Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: 1. Council Review Delivery Plan as at 30 June 2023    

  

Background 
 
This report provides Council with information on the progress of Council’s Delivery Program 
actions from 1 July 2022 to 30 June 2023. 
 
Current Situation 
 
The General Manager must ensure that progress reports are provided to Council, with respect to 
the principal activities detailed in the Delivery Program, at least every six months. 
 
Council’s half yearly report to 31 December 2022 was presented to Council at its Ordinary Meeting 
held on 27 February 2023. 
 
The attached review presents a report on the progress in implementing the 2022/2026 Delivery 
Program for the period ending 30 June 2023.  
 
Each item in the Delivery Program is referenced to one of the key priorities in Councils Community 
Strategic Plan - Economic Prosperity; Environmental Sustainability; Governance and Organisational 
Performance; Infrastructure and Liveable and Vibrant Community.  
 
I am happy to advise that Council has achieved 87% of its goals identified for implementation in 
the Plan. The Departmental Managers and their staff are to be congratulated on this level of 
achievement. 
 
Some of the notable achievements in the 2022/2023 financial year include:-  
 

• Renewal of program (learn to swim) at the Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool completed; 
• Construction of new pool entry and kiosk underway; 
• New fence at Medical Centre installed; 
• Roll-out of Corporate Branding and Signage Strategy continued; 
• Additional sealing of 8 kilometres Wanaaring Road (MR405) undertaken such that only 

20kms remains left to be sealed, with an additional $5 million in funding received to 
complete the project; 

• Road widening works undertaken on the Mitchell Highway, both north and south of 
Bourke, on behalf of Transport for NSW; 

• Additional 3 kms of seal completed on MR68 South (Louth Road); 
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• Beautification works completed at the Wharf and Men’s Shed area and in Mitchell Street;  
• Construction of the Charles St Water Reservoir completed; 
• Reopening of Bourke Small Stock Abattoir; 
• Infrastructure works to “drought proof” Bourke continued; 
• Runway at Bourke Airport resealed; 
• Annual Village meetings held in Byrock, Enngonia, Louth and Wanaaring; 
• Bourke Library processed 7,116 book loans; and 
• 17,713 visitors attend the Back O’ Bourke Tourist and Information Centre. 

 
Financial Implications 
 
Operational Plan and Budget for 2022/2023 provide for the delivery of the plan. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That Council notes the activity progress against the actions contained in the 2022/2023 Delivery 
Program for the period ending 30 June 2023. 
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16 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

16.1 *** BANK RECONCILIATION AND STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES - JULY 2023 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Ang Pasang Rai, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Bank Reconciliation for the period ending 31 July 2023 
 
Balances as per Bank Statement $1,926,367.40 
Plus: Deposit not shown $4,089.81 
Less: Unpresented Cheques $4,642.34 
Balance as per Cash Book $1,925,814.87 
 
Reconciled Ledger Accounts as at 31 July 2023 

Fund or Account Current Balance Overdraft Statutory Limit 
General $36,552,231.24 $200,000.00 
Water $3,089,943.01  
Sewer $2,527,580.87  

Trust $117,377.36  
                               $42,287,132.48  
 
Reconciliation as at 31 July 2023 

Balance as per cash book $1,925,814.87 
Investments $40,361,317.61 
Total, equalling Reconciled Ledger $42,287,132.48 

 
* In accordance with Council policy and legislative obligations, a complete breakdown of 
investments will be provided in the investment report for the month. 
 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 July 2023 
 
 Balance Transaction Balance 
 30 June 2023  31 July 2023 
General Fund $37,269,177.72 -$697,333.09 $36,571,844.63 
Water Fund $3,464,591.18 -$388,097.25 $3,076,493.93 
Sewer Fund $2,791,043.12 -$269,626.55 $2,521,416.57 
Trust Fund $117,895.83 -$518.48 $117,377.35 
Investments -$42,892,290.38 $2,530,972.77 -$40,361,317.61 
Totals $750,417.47 $1,175,397.40 $1,925,814.87 
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Balance of all Funds as at 31 July 2023 

Balance as at 30 June 2023 $750,417.47 
Add Receipts for  

(a) Rates $869,813.90 
(b) Other Cash  $8,011,291.82 

  
Deduct payments for  

(a) Payments $6,892,284.02 
(b) New Investment  $813,424.30 

Balance as at 31 July 2023 $1,925,814.87 
 
Recommendation 
 
That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 July 2023 be noted. 
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16.2 *** INVESTMENT REPORT AS AT 31 JULY 2023 

File Number: F1.1 

Author: Ang Pasang Rai, Manager Corporate Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background 
 
The investment report is submitted monthly to Council.  
 
Issues 

• Investments are in accordance with Division of Local Government Guidelines and 
Council’s Investment Policy 

• Statutory obligations are being met 
• Councillors’ roles as resource allocators and policy directors are satisfied 

 
Assessment 
Legal Implications Including Directives and Guidelines 
Local Government Act 1993 
Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
The management, of Council’s investments is delegated by the General Manager to the Manager 
Corporate Services. 
 
Financial Implications/Consideration 

The 2023/2024 Budget estimated the total investment revenue as $693,500. This revenue was 
split proportionally across General, Water and Sewer Funds and changes on a monthly basis in 
accordance with cash flow requirements. 

The market value of Council’s investments held as at 31 July 2023 was $ 40,361,317.61 
 
Investment income earned as at 31 July 2023 was $ 156,033.12 
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It is anticipated that interest earned on investments will surpass the original budget due to a 
considerable increase in interest rates by the Reserve Bank of Australia and grants paid upfront, 
which were unanticipated at the time the budget was prepared. The variation will be closely 
monitored and reported accordingly during the Council’s quarterly budget review.  
 
Policy Provisions – Council Policy and Procedure 
Policy 1.8.10(v7) – Investment Policy adopted 19 December 2022. 
Ministerial Investment Order – 12 January 2011 
 
Strategic Implications – Implications for Long Term Plans/Targets 
Funds are invested in accordance with identified cash flow requirements. 
 
Investment Portfolio as at 31 Jul 2023 
 

 
 
Term Deposits 
 
Discussions/Comments 

There has been increased on Investment portfolio for July 2023 by $9,618,388.85 as compared to 
last month. 
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The investment portfolio is invested in term deposits with the National Australia Bank and the 
Commonwealth Bank. The investment portfolio is regularly reviewed in order to maximise 
investment performance and minimise risk. 

 

 
 
 
The Government Guarantee on Investments up to $1 million dollars has now expired and the 
new cap of $250,000 has replaced the scheme.  
 
Certification – Responsible Accounting Officer 
I hereby certify that the investments listed in the attached report have been made in accordance 
with Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993, clause 212 of the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy. 

______________ 

Ang Pasang Rai 
Responsible Accounting Officer 
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Recommendation 
 

1. That the report regarding Council’s Investment Portfolio 31 July 2023 be received and 
noted. 
 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted, and the report 
adopted. 
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16.3 *** RATES WRITE OFF ASSESSMENT 01886, 01737 AND 01760 

File Number: R2.5 

Author: Meredith Thompson, Revenue Officer 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background  
 
The properties, “Comeroo Station”, 8104 Burrawantie Road, “Maranoa Station” and “Muttawary 
Station” all of Yantabulla were previously privately owned at the time that Council Rates for 
2023/2024 were made.  
 
Current Situation 
 
These properties were sold to the Minister Administering The National Parks And Wildlife Act 1974 
on 13 July 2023.  Accordingly, these properties are now required to be made non-rateable under 
Part 6, Section 555 (1)(b) of the Local Government Act 1993, “land within a national park, 
….whether or not the land is affected by a lease, licence, occupancy or use”.  
 
As Council had levied 2023/2024 “farmland” rates on these properties to the previous owners, 
given the sale of the properties to the Minister on 13 July 2023, it is appropriate that the 
properties be now deemed non-rateable and rates for the balance of 2023/2024 be  
recommended for write off . 
 
Financial Implications 
 
The rates levied and to be written off in 2023/24 amount to $10,625.62. 
 
Recommendation 
 
That as a result of the sale of Rates Assessment Nos. 01886, 01737 and 01760 for the purposes 
of a National Park, Council deem the property non-rateable and in doing so write off rates levied 
for 2023/2024 in the amount of $10,625.62. 
 
  



 

 

17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil 

19 POLICIES 

Nil 

20 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil 
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21 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS AND WORKSHOP - WORKS UNDERTAKEN 
ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Paul Flanagan, Manager Roads 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background  

The following information outlines works undertaken from 19 July 2023 to 31 July 2023 inclusive. 
 
ENGINEERING SERVICES – Road Works – Works Undertaken 
Michael Willoughby, Roads Supervisor  
NORTH TEAM – Denis Tiffen, Team Leader  
Location Work Type Completed 
RLR -28 Re-sheeting N 
RLR - 49 Re-sheeting N 
MR 405 Wanaaring Road 135.4-143.7km Construct and seal Y 
SOUTH TEAM – John Reed, Team Leader 
Location Work Type Completed 
State Highways SH-29 Heavy Patching N 
State Highways SH-7 N Heavy Patching N 
State Highway SH-7 S Heavy Patching N 
TRANSPORT TEAM – Simon Wielinga, Team Leader 
Location Work Type Completed 
RLR - 28 Re-sheeting N 
MR 405 Wanaaring Road 135-144km Construct and Seal  Y 
   
BITUMEN TEAM – Phillip Harvey, Team Leader 
Location Work Type Completed 
Bourke Township Pothole Patching N 
State Highway Patching Pothole Patching N 
SH 7 South of Bourke Control vegetation (ongoing) N 
MR 421 Kidman Way Control vegetation (ongoing) Y 
CONTRACTORS 
Location Work Type Completed 
MR-68 S Maintenance Grading (Sandford) Y 
RLR-3 Maintenance Grading (NAK) Y 
RLR-10 Maintenance Grading (Sandford) N 
RLR-31 Maintenance Grading (NAK) N 
RLR-30 Maintenance Grading (NAK) Y 
MR-68 S Re-sheeting (Sandford) Y 
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RLR-39 Maintenance Grading (THM) Y 
RLR-37 Maintenance Grading (THM) Y 
 

 

Recommendation 
 
That Council note the information in the Engineering Services - Road Works and Workshop 
Activity Report as presented to Council on Monday, 28 August 2023. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Workshop - Works Undertaken  
Colin Kiley, Team Leader Tradesman  
Plant # Plant Type Work completed 

21 Mazda CX-5 Repaired damage to rear light. 
92 2014 Western Star 4800FS Replaced damaged clutch line and bleed system. 

110 2015 Toro GM 360 Quad 
steer 

Replaced blades and repaired fuel leak. 

134 2019 John Deere 770G Removed, manufactured and replaced hydraulic hose. 
Completed 4,750 hour service. Performed registration 
check 

141 John Deere Grader Removed, repaired and replaced 2 leaking tyres. 
146 2022 Ford Ranger Completed 70,000km service. 
147 2020 Trailer Completed 50,000km service. 
172 Isuzu 1500 FXY Parts at rear of truck removed, cleaned, repaired and 

replaced. 
212 Genset Completed 9,000 hour service. Cleaned radiator and 

replaced belt on the generator frame. 
245 2022 Isuzu Generator Completed 3,250 hour service. 
265 Isuzu NQR 450 Completed 110,000 service. Repaired oil leak on gear box 

drain and refilled box. 
310 2014 Caterpillar Removed, repaired and reassembled damaged parts from 

oil cooler. Repaired leaking hydraulic hoses. 
505 Kenworth Prime mover Completed 290,000km service. 

Training 
Forklift Licence Ben Dorrington and Ray Simmons 
Backhoe Licence Ben Dorrington 
TAFE – Heavy Vehicle Mechanic Ben Dorrington and Denzel Jackson 
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21.2 PARKS AND GARDENS / TOWN SERVICES / WATER AND WASTE WATER ENGINEERING 
SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

Author: Peter Brown, Manager Works 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Background  

The following information outlines works completed during the period 7 July to 31 July 2023 
inclusive. 

Current Situation 

PARKS & GARDENS – Frank Hollman, Team Leader  
Location Work Carried Out 
General All parks, sporting grounds and gardens - regular mowing and 

maintenance completed. 
Sporting grounds facilities cleaned and maintained. 
Public toilets cleaned and maintained. 
Facilities cleaned. 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities. 

Louth Mowing and maintenance completed. 
Public toilets cleaned and maintained. 
Facilities cleaned. 

Small Plant Maintenance and service carried out on all ground plant. 
Works Requests Actioned and ongoing. 
Town Streets General maintenance carried out. 
Wharf General maintenance carried out. 
Council Office General maintenance carried out. 
Renshaw Complex General maintenance carried out. 
Coolican Oval Grounds, facilities cleaned and maintained. 

Prepared grounds for Soccer. 
Davidson Oval General maintenance carried out. 

Prepared grounds for Rugby Union mid-week Competition. 
Prepared grounds for Rugby Union and League Training. 
Prepared grounds for Rugby Union Game. 
Prepared grounds for BDRL 2023 Season. 
Prepared grounds for School Athletic ‘s Carnivals. 

Central Park Skate Park - regular mowing and maintenance carried out, including 
graffiti removal. 

Villages Mowed grounds, facilities cleaned and maintained. 
Airport General maintenance carried out. 
Darling Park General maintenance carried out. 
Boat Ramp  General maintenance carried out. 
Fishing Reserve  Inspection and general maintenance carried out. 
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North Bourke Truck stop  General maintenance carried out. 
General graffiti removal carried out on Council facilities. 

Staff Training  Nil. 
 

 

WATER & WASTEWATER – Shane Hopley, Team Leader  
Water Supply Planned Maintenance  
Works Request Daily. 
SPS Routine maintenance, monitoring and reporting. 
Alice Edwards village Routine maintenance and monitoring as per ACP 

Management Plan. 
Clara Hart village Routine maintenance and monitoring as per ACP 

Management Plan. 
Emergency Bore water supply  Additional bore capacity and powerline works ongoing. 
Read meters Monthly water meter reads from all Councils water sources. 
14 Glen Street Connected storm water drain. 
Bourke Memorial Swimming Pool Replaced air valves on 50m pool.  
Rainbar camp  Repaired leaks in accommodation facility. 
Louth  Checked toilets and pump site at Louth. Repaired leaking 

toilet. 

TOWN SERVICES – Troy Hayman, Team Leader  
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned and ongoing. 

Weekly - sand applied to footpaths. 
Weekly - town mowing. 
Daily - Main Street Program. 
Airport slashing and mowing. 
Mowed around airport lights. 
Watered trees. 
Sand applied to footpaths. 
Town slashing and laneways. 

Cemetery Graves prepared on 10,13 and 27 July 2023. 
Rest Areas Weekly cleaning and water pressure clean 65km Cobar Road new toilets.  

Monthly service and collection of roadside rubbish.   
Staff Training Nil. 
Works Request Pruned trees along foot paths. 

Assisted Dougie Berthold replace the levee flood gates. 
Erected “No Camping” signs at North Bourke. 
Delivered and operated crane on two occasions for private works 
(Sundry Debtors). 
Removed rubbish from town streets. 
Marked lines at 45 degrees at the Bowling Club and Court House. 
Delivered gravel for the plumbers at TAFE lane. 
Removed concrete footpaths at Central Park. 
Delivered signage for Essential Energy road closures. 
Delivered and operated crane for plumbers lifting pumps. 
Applied cold mix to pot holes in town streets. 
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WATER & WASTEWATER – Shane Hopley, Team Leader  
Water Supply Planned Maintenance  
Wanaaring Checked toilets and hall for leaks. 
Enngonia  Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
Mans Shed Installed sprinkler system. 
Mertin Street Sewer pump station Pulled out pump and cleared choke. 
Council Depot  Installed storm water pit near Store.  
66 Short Street Replaced manhole lid. 
17 Tudor Street Sewer choke. Dug sewer main and cleared choke. 
6 Wilson Street Sewer choke. 
5 Glen Street Sewer choke. 
45 Mertin Street Sewer choke. 
Becker Street Sewer choke. 
48 Tudor Street Sewer choke. 
157 Anson Street Sewer choke. 
5 Hume Place  Sewer choke. 
48 Tudor Street Sewer choke. 
7 Oxley Street Sewer choke. 
48 Tudor Street Sewer choke. 
18 Mertin Street Sewer choke. 
5 Glen Street Sewer choke. 
32 Darling Street Sewer choke. 
69 Mertin Street Sewer choke. 
Moculta Street Sewer choke (internal). 
54 Hope Street Sewer choke. 
15 Green Street Sewer choke. 
35-37 Anson Street Sewer choke. 
84 Darling Street Sewer choke. 
BOB Centre Sewer choke. 
17 Tudor Street Sewer choke. 
Cottage 11 AEV Sewer choke. 
1a Oxley Street Sewer choke. 
Central Park Repaired filtered 25mm poly line. 
48 Oxley Street Dug 200mm filtered water main and repaired 20mm service.  
66 Oxley Street Repaired leaking 20mm filtered water service. 
32 Tarcoon Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main. 
24 Mooculta Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired 50mm service.  
26 Short Street Repaired leaking 20mm filtered water service. 
18 Becker Street Repaired leaking 20mm filtered water service. 
21 Tarcoon Street Repaired leaking 20mm filtered water service. 
5 Yanda Street Dug 100mm filtered water main and repair 20mm Service  
Under North Bourke Bridge Dug 100mm filtered water main and repaired main. 
3 Meek Street Replaced fire hydrant.  
Golf Club Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
5 Richard Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 25mm service. 
60 Anson Street Replaced sprinklers. 
32 Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 25mm service. 
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WATER & WASTEWATER – Shane Hopley, Team Leader  
Water Supply Planned Maintenance  
Sale yards Dug 50mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
119 Anson Street Repaired leaking 25mm raw water service. 
134 Meadows Road Repaired leaking 25mm raw water service. 
157 Anson Street Repaired leaking 25mm raw water service. 
126 Meadows Road Repaired leaking 25mm raw water service. 
Cemetery Dug 50mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
Clara Hart Village Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
Enngonia  Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired leak. 
46 Hope Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 25mm service. 
36 Short Street Dug 100mm raw water main and repaired 25mm service. 
 
Raw Flow Meter 
 

 
 
Plant Flow Meter 
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Current River Levels 
 

 
 
Monthly Readings 
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Water Approvals and Annual Consumption 
 

 
Council’s Water Access Licences – WAL’s 
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Health Guidelines 
 

 

Treatment Plant EPA Licence Compliance 

Record of Effluent Analysis 

 
Pollutant Unit Of 

Measure 
Licence 100 
Percentile 

Concentration 
Limit 

July 
2023 
Test 

June 
2023 
Test 

May 
2023 
Test 

Oil & Grease mg/L  <2 <2 n/a-no 
flow 

pH   8.39 8.65 n/a-no 
flow 

Nitrogen (total) mg/L  8.5 10.8 
 

n/a-no 
flow 

Phosphorus (total) mg/L  3.02 2.17 
 

n/a-no 
flow 

Total suspended solids mg/L  71 134 n/a-no 
flow 

Biochemical oxygen demand mg/L  2 
 

2 
 

n/a-no 
flow 
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Council notes the provisions of clause L2.5 (a) and (b) of its licence conditions of a chlorophyll 
exemption due algal growth, which also exempts the above exceedances.   
 

• Rainfall in Bourke for July 2023 was 14.4 mm 
• Hottest day for July 2023 was 27.5 degrees 
• Coldest day for July 2023 was -1.5 degrees 

 
Recommendation 
 
That Council note the information in the Parks and Gardens, Town Services, Water and 
Wastewater Engineering Services Activity Reports as presented to Council on Monday, 28 
August 2023. 
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21.3 PLANNING, REGULATORY & ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES - ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: D3.1-A11.1-A8.1 

Author: Dwayne Willoughby, Manager Environmental Services 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Current Situation 
 
The report relates to activity during the period 1 July 2023 to 31 July 2023 
 
Development Approvals 
Delegated Authority 
or Council 

Consent Type and 
Consent Number 

Subject Land Nature of 
Development 

Nil    
Total value of Approved Works for July 2023 $0 
No. of Development Application Approvals for July 2023 0 
No. of Complying Development Application Approvals for July 2023 0 
 
Building Services Report 
Location Work Carried Out 
Work Requests Actioned and ongoing 
Risk Assessments Completed with every job 
Training As required 
Contractors Maintenance work completed as required 

Upgrade work completed as per Operational Plan 
Buildings Maintenance work completed as required 
Airport Maintenance work completed as required 
 
Animal Control 
Bourke Shire Council Holding Facility Dogs Cats 
Animals in Pound at Beginning of Month 6 0 
Seized Animals 2 0 
Surrendered Animals 1 0 
Total 9 0 
Euthanised 5 0 
Released from Pound 0 0 
Rehomed / Adopted 0 0 
Escaped from Pound 0 0 
Died in Pound 1 0 
Animals Remaining at End of Month 3 0 
Total 9 0 
Stock Rested in Stock Yards 0 
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• Attended complaints regarding dogs causing trouble to the general public. 
• Ongoing patrols of the township enforcing the Companion Animal Act. 
• Water sampling for the township, villages and Darling river, as required. 
• Patrols of Councils Reserves. 

 
Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity Report as 
presented to Council on Monday, 28 August 2023 be received and noted. 
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21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT  

File Number: G2.1 

Author: Leonie Brown, General Manager 

Authoriser: Leonie Brown, General Manager  

Attachments: Nil  

  

27 July 2023 
 
Dry and Plastic Free July 
 
In terms of community campaigns, the month of July is well known for “Dry July,” a fundraiser that 
encourages people to go alcohol-free for the month to raise funds for people affected by cancer. A 
fantastic cause that provides invaluable services for cancer patients, their families and carers, but 
also a cause that has health benefits for participants. Find out more at: https://www.dryjuly.com 
 
Maybe not so well known, is that the month of July is also known for being “Plastic Free July,” a 
key initiative of the Plastic Free Foundation Ltd dating back to initial efforts in Australia in 2011. 
The campaign has now grown into an international campaign that helps millions of people to be 
part of the solution to plastic pollution to the extent that around 300,000 tonnes of plastic is 
stopped from polluting the world each year. The initiative provides a focus to encourage people to 
try new behaviours to reduce plastic use and waste so that as a society we can have cleaner 
streets, rivers and communities. In 2022, the “Plastic Free July” movement inspired some 140 
million participants in 190 countries around the world to make conscious changes in their lifestyle 
to reduce their waste. With a continuing focus on the use of single use plastics, we can all become 
involved, each and every day, by switching to reusable cups, avoiding plastic packaging, 
remembering reusable bags and bottles. These small changes in our day-to-day activities can 
collectively make a massive difference to our community. So, in terms of small steps, remember 
your reusable shopping bags when you go to the supermarket and use a reusable coffee cup for 
takeaway coffee. Further information regarding “Plastic Free July,” is available at: 
https://www.plasticfreejuly.org/   
  
Commbank Community Donation Campaign   
 
The Commonwealth Bank (CBA) undertakes a Community Donation Program that gives local 
branches the chance to donate $500 to local organisations across Australia, to help them continue 
their amazing work. I recently met with staff from the Commonwealth Bank who, amongst other 
matters, advised that staff from the Bourke branch had nominated two local organisations as 
potential recipients as part of the Banks Community Donations Campaign. In this regard, they 
were keen to encourage the Bourke community to vote for either the Bourke Warriors Rugby 
League Club or the Bourke and District Cricket Association, with the group with the greatest 
number of votes to receive $500 from the CBA Community Chest. Its Rugby League versus Cricket 
for the funds. To cast your vote, go to the following link and enter Bourke to access local voting 
options and simply vote: 
https://www.commbank.com.au/communitydonations 
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Voting is now open and will continue through to 11 August 2023. Good luck to both of these local 
sporting organisations. 
 
Food Regulation Partnership 
 
Under the Food Regulation Partnership (FRP), councils in NSW are appointed as enforcement 
agencies under the NSW Food Act 2003. Enforcement agencies are responsible for food 
surveillance within their respective local government area and are required to report their food 
surveillance activities to the NSW Food Authority. Bourke Shire Council is the enforcement agency 
for food in the Bourke Shire Area.  
  
Food regulations seek to pursue safer food for consumers by reducing the impact of foodborne 
illness caused by the retail food sector. With this goal in mind, Council staff have recently 
undertaken a round of inspections of food shops in Bourke. Council staff have reported that 
following the completion of such inspections there has generally been a positive level of 
compliance achieved in respect of relevant food safety standards. There were some instances 
where premises are programmed to be reinspected due to some non-compliance issues relating to 
standards. Technical advice was provided to businesses about compliance utilising factsheets and 
handouts. Staff also reported that a large percentage of food businesses in Bourke had a current 
food safety supervisor certificate, which is pleasing. 
 
Water NSW First Nations Programs and Engagement Roadshow  
  
I have previously advised of Webinars being provided by Water NSW to interested persons in 
respect of all thing’s water across the state. NSW Water has now advised of an Engagement 
Roadshow to be held in Bourke as part of its First Nations Program. With eleven (11) such events 
to be held across the State, Water NSW will provide an overview of the organisation, its role in 
delivering water across NSW and what has been achieved over the past two years as part of the 
First Nations program, both within the organisation and with communities. Members from the 
IPART Pricing Determination team will also be in attendance to allow attendees to provide 
feedback and information towards the First Nations community water requirements and needs.  
  
The date and locations for the Bourke roadshow event is Wednesday, 9 Aug 2023 from 5pm-7pm 
at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre. Water NSW has requested that attendees provide an 
RSVP to Russell.hill@waternsw.com.au prior to the event.  
 
Charles Street Water Reservoir 
 
Longer-term Bourke residents would no doubt recall the need for Council to replace the original 
Charles Street Water Tower following its rupture and repair back in 2018. A non-functioning 
reservoir would certainly not be a good outcome for any community. My understanding is that the 
primary function of a water reservoir tower is to pressurise water for distribution. By elevating the 
water in a reservoir above the pipes that distribute water throughout town, hydrostatic pressure, 
driven by gravity, forces the water down and through the system. This allows for a generally 
adequate, stable water pressure when residents turn a tap on, wash clothes, or use water in any 
other way around their house or business. 
 
As part of Council and the NSW Government’s “Drought Proofing of Bourke” Project, Council in 
2021 invited tenders for the replacement of the reservoir, however with tender prices being in 

mailto:Russell.hill@waternsw.com.au
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excess of anticipated prices, it was resolved that Council delay its decision to appoint a tenderer 
and in doing so, make urgent representations to the Minister for Water at the time, the Hon 
Melinda Pavey, seeking additional funding to allow Council to proceed with this most important 
project. Mayor Barry took the opportunity to discuss the funding shortfall face to face with the 
then Minister for Water whilst they both attended the Western Divisions Councils of NSW Annual 
Conference held in Broken Hill in April 2021. After the submission of formal documentation to the 
Minister and Department, the funding request was acceded to and a further $520,000 in funding 
was forthcoming. Council then accepted a tender and engaged Brockman Engineering P/L to 
undertake the design and construction of a replacement Charles Street Reservoir and the 
demolition of the former reservoir. I am happy to advise that the project is now fully complete 
with the construction/demolition works and the acquittal of the grant funding all finalised. On 
behalf of Council, I extend my thanks to the NSW Government and the Aboriginal Communities 
Program that, in conjunction, provided a large portion of the funding to undertake this most 
important project for the Bourke community.    
 
Active Transport Plan  
 
Council has received over time, positive feedback in respect of its installation of the walking 
track/cycleway which extends from the levee bank adjacent to the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition 
Centre to essentially the boat ramp at North Bourke. With the success and use of this 
infrastructure, Council at its June 2023 meeting, adopted for the purposes of public exhibition and 
comment, it’s draft 2023 Active Transport Plan. As the name suggests, an Active Transport Plan 
sets out a plan for Council to deliver projects that will encourage further walking and bike riding 
activities in the Shire area. With Council receiving funding of $75,000 to develop the Bourke Shire 
Council Active Transport Plan, the draft Plan provides a series of Priorities and Actions to improve 
walking and cycling trips for the community, not only in Bourke, but also in the Shire villages of 
Byrock, Enngonia, Fords Bridge, North Bourke, Louth and Wanaaring. In addition to proposing the 
construction of physical works, the Plan also identifies ongoing responsibilities in respect of 
ultimately delivering greater walking and bike riding linkages across the Bourke Shire area. Whilst 
as advertised in the Western Herald and on Councils Facebook page, the exhibition period of the 
Plan has now closed, a final report to address the submissions received will now be provided to 
Council prior to the adoption of a final Plan.  
 
Quote: “We know domestic and family violence is one of the most underreported crime types. 
You’ve been warned. Your predatory behaviour will be policed to your door.” NSW Police 
Minister, Yasmin Catley, on the domestic and family violence epidemic in NSW. 
 
3 August 2023 
 
Domestic Violence (DV) 
 
Put simply, the level of domestic and family violence across NSW is a blight on our society. How 
often do we hear and read reports where a victim of domestic violence is murdered by their 
partner after a long period of domestic violence concerns? A recent focus by authorities in respect 
of domestic and family violence is addressing the difficulty that victims experience in coming 
forward to report violence. I read recently that research shows that it takes 25 instances of 
domestic violence before the victim is ready to report the crime to Police. With this reluctance to 
report in mind, and then the difficulty in achieving a successful prosecution against the 
perpetrator, NSW Police have developed an innovative new mobile phone application (an App) 
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designed to discreetly document abuse and provide better access to support services. Unveiled 
recently, the ‘Empower You’ app has been developed to ensure better outcomes for victims of 
domestic and family violence across NSW. 
 
‘Empower You’ includes a private diary, a coded emergency signal feature, which can also send 
victims GPS location, simple connectivity to Triple Zero for emergencies, and links local support 
services. With these features, victims can easily document abuse, which would be understandably 
difficult to recall when in distress or when it occurs over long periods of time. The app is “user 
friendly, intuitive, and interactive, while still having the best safety features for user privacy and 
discretion” according to NSW Police Domestic and Family Violence Portfolio Owner, Assistant 
Commissioner Stuart Smith. He said that “it has inbuilt features to keep it private on any mobile, 
including passcodes and quick lock, and has a modest-looking icon that’s designed not to alert 
perpetrators.” The diary feature allows a victim to collect their thoughts – including photos of 
injuries and property damage, and screenshots of emails or messages – and document an incident 
when it happens, no matter how minor or whether they report it to Police at that time. “This is 
especially important in terms of coercive control, where we know a victim often feels helpless, so 
with ‘Empower You’, the abuse is clearly demonstrated, and the power comes back to the victim,” 
said Commissioner Smith. 
 
The ‘Empower You’ app is available in the Google Play Store and the Apple App Store, and NSW 
Police officers have QR codes on their MobiPOL devices to link to the app in the stores to 
download. Victims of domestic and family violence can also seek advice and services by contacting 
1800RESPECT (1800 737 732) or visiting: https://www.1800respect.org.au. Reports of domestic 
and family-related crime or abuse can be made by contacting or attending your local Police 
station. In an emergency or life-threatening situation, contact Triple Zero (000). Anyone with 
information relating to domestic and family-related violence is urged to contact Crime Stoppers: 
1800 333 000 or https://nsw.crimestoppers.com.au. Information is treated in strict confidence.  
 
Déjà vu 
 
The Cambridge Dictionary defines déjà vu as “that strange feeling that in some way you have 
already experienced what is happening now.” I had my own déjà vu moment recently when I 
opened a link to a Local Government related publication which had as its heading, “Tasmanian 
Premier declares: ‘there will be no forced amalgamations.’” The heading rapidly took me back to 
2015 and 2016 when the NSW State Government was in the throes of progressing the 
amalgamation of numerous NSW Councils and, at the same time, attempting. to progress its Far 
West Initiative, all as part of its “Fit for the Future” Agenda. Ultimately the Far West Initiative 
evaporated, thankfully, in favour of the formation of non-compulsory Joint Organisations. For 
Bourke Shire, it is a member of the Far North West Joint Organisation (FNWJO), one of the more 
successful Joint Organisations to be operating across Regional NSW. With a small membership of 
only three (3) Council, the FNWJO has a project focus in respect of its operations and a vision to be 
“a vast region of diversity and opportunity that cares for its people and environment.” 
 
One of the projects that the JO is currently commencing to implement, following the receipt of 
government grant funding, is the pursuit of innovative projects that will progress energy 
management and net zero outcomes for the FNWJO Region. With the Australian government 
having released its Long-Term Emissions Reduction Plan to achieve a net zero emissions economy 
through a technology-based approach, whilst protecting relevant industries, regions and jobs, by 
2050, the JO’s project is most timely. To progress this project, the JO has engaged a Project Officer 
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for a 12-month period. This officer will be responsible for delivering a Regional Energy 
Management and Net Zero Plan that encompasses a diverse range of projects including the 
preparation of business cases, running regional procurements, delivering community education 
programs and working with FNWJO member councils to identify innovative solutions to common 
problems. 
 
2023 Referendum 
 
I recently wrote in my Column (20 July 2023) that in readiness for the upcoming national 
referendum on “THE VOICE”, the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) is encouraging people to 
enrol to vote or check their details online at www.aec.gov.au to ensure people above 18 years of 
age have their say. More recently the Commission (AEC) has reported some fantastic, possibly best 
in the world, enrolment figures. 
 
The AEC is advising that as at 30 June 2023 the estimated national voting enrolment rate is 97.5%. 
These figures are up from 97.1% since the end of 2022 and up from 89.7% in 2010. With these 
numbers, the 2023 referendum will have the best base for democratic participation than any 
federal electoral event in Australia’s history. In terms of Indigenous enrolment, the national rate is 
estimated at 94.1%. This figure is above 90% for the first time and is up from 74.7% since 2017 and 
84.5% since the end of 2022. This means that 60,000 more Indigenous Australians have enrolled 
since the end of 2022. Pleasingly, every state and territory has improved their Indigenous 
enrolment rates significantly. 
 
From my perspective as General Manager, I am not here to push a position regarding the outcome 
in which way the result of an election or referendum goes. Rather, I consider promoting how 
people can have the opportunity to have their say, is most important.  
   
Rising Insurance Costs 
 
As part of the Agenda for Councils July 2023 meeting, a report was submitted regarding Council’s 
Annual Risk Management Program for 2023/2024. Council holds insurances in respect of 14 
categories to provide a comprehensive level of cover in relation to its various activities and in this 
regard, an annual review in terms of identifying exposure to risk and the extent to which risks can 
be insured is undertaken.   
 
The interesting issue is the increases in insurance costs this year. Councils total premiums for its 
various classes of insurance excluding Public Liability, Property and Workers Compensation for 
2023/2024 is $247,785. This is 9.05% more than the premium paid in 2022/2023. For Public 
Liability insurance, Council is a member of the Statewide Liability Mutual Scheme. Statewide 
Liability Mutual is an organisation set up to provide public liability insurance cover to Local 
Government through a “pooling” arrangement. Statewide is able to negotiate renewal terms for 
the “pool” through various London Underwriters. Council’s contribution for 2023/2024 is 
$145,360, an increase of 7.5%. For its Property coverage, Council is a member of the Statewide 
Property Mutual Scheme. This scheme provides Council with industrial special risk type cover for 
all of its properties. The majority of councils in NSW are members of the scheme with Council’s 
property premium for 2023/2024 being $296,620. This is 12.48% more than the premium paid in 
2022/2023. Certainly, the past twelve months has seen the global insurance market continue to 
harden, impacted by catastrophic losses, which in 2020 saw unprecedented fires, and then in 2021 
and 2022 communities severely impacted by flooding and storms.  

http://www.aec.gov.au/
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In terms of Councils Workers Compensation insurance, it has been placed with StateCover Mutual 
Limited since 2003. This scheme has been developed through an initiative of Local Government 
New South Wales and is a specialised Workers Compensation insurer for Local Government only. 
Workers Compensation premiums will be dependent upon a combination of Council’s previous 
claims history and actual claims submitted during each financial year. Council is awaiting advice 
from StateCover as to the 2023/2024 estimate.  
 
Quote: “Our preference is to come over here and win the Ashes. Retaining it is nice, but we’re 
fully focused on trying to get the win. Whatever happened here doesn’t change the way we look 
at The Oval next week.” –  Pat Cummings, reflecting on retaining the Ashes. 
 
10 August 2023 
 
New National Park 
 
I was disappointed to learn of the purchase by the NSW Government of another significant parcel 
of land in the far west area of the State to be utilised for the purposes of a National Park. The 
recent purchase of the 37,422-hectare Comeroo Station aggregation at Yantabulla by the NSW 
Government, follows the acquisition in February 2023 of the 437,394-hectare Thurloo Downs, 
located between Bourke and Tibooburra. These purchases add to the existing NSW National Parks 
owned and operated land portfolio in the Bourke Shire. These comprise Brindingabba, Gunabooka 
and Toorale National Parks and Ledknapper and Nocoleche Nature Reserves, located east of 
Enngonia and south of Wanaaring, respectively. Whilst very much understanding that the sale of 
any parcel of land to whomever is the vendor’s right, the impact of the ongoing purchase by the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of prime agricultural land, and the subsequent 
elimination of pastoral operations, surrounding Bourke is a concern for Council.  
 
In terms of the land purchase, the aggregation of the properties of Comeroo, Muttawary and 
Maranoa, is located some 150km north-west of Bourke in the Yantabulla district of Bourke Shire. 
NPWS have advised that the acquisition of Comeroo is part of a major public-private conservation 
initiative that will protect a combined area of 101,725 hectares – linking 2 national parks, 
Comeroo and Brindingabba (33,903 hectares), and 2 properties with conservation agreements 
with the Biodiversity Conservation Trust Naree (14,400 hectares) and Yantabulla 
(16,000 hectares). According to NPWS, Comeroo protects “one of Australia’s most important 
wetlands-9,660 hectares of the Yantabulla Swamp. Yantabulla Swamp is a mosaic of channels and 
wetlands in the Cuttaburra basin connecting 2 iconic rivers-the Bullo and the Paroo rivers. The 
area is considered the healthiest floodplain system in the Murray Darling Basin.” NPWS further 
advise that the wetlands are home to up to 50,000 waterbirds and further supporting up to 13 
threatened species. In addition to the floodplains and wetlands, the properties comprise 
grasslands, stony desert shrublands and gibber plains and woodlands of poplar box and desert 
bloodwood. 
 
With an estimated 12-month period for the transition of the properties from the ownership of the 
Sharpe family to National Parks, the yet to be named park will be promoted as an important stop 
for visitors across the rapidly expanding network of western New South Wales national parks, with 
the new park expected to be open to the public in late 2024. Interestingly, once Comeroo and 
other recently acquired lands are reserved, the NSW national park estate will cover over 8.24 
million hectares, which is over 10.3% of the area of NSW.  
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The Sharpe family has held Comeroo since 1919. Bruce Sharpe has been a strong supporter of the 
maintenance of the Yantabulla Hall and has interacted with Council staff in a professional manner 
in progressing matters relating to the Hall. Notwithstanding Councils concerns, best wishes are 
extended to the Sharpe family for their future endeavours. 
 
2023/2024 Volunteer Grants  
 
Member for Parkes, the Hon Mark Coulton is encouraging community groups in the Parkes 
electorate to apply for a share of $66,225 in funding to support the work of their volunteers. 
Interested eligible organisations in the electorate can visit Mr Coulton’s website, 
www.markcoulton.com.au to obtain further information and download an Expression of Interest 
form for submission to his office by 5pm on Friday 8 September 2023.  
 
NBN School Student Broadband Initiative  
  
Another matter that staff from Mark Coulton’s office bought to my attention is the recently 
announced program titled the School Student Broadband Initiative (SSBI). The SSBI is an Australian 
Government program to support students that do not have access to the internet at home. The 
program aims to boost educational opportunities by providing up to 30,000 eligible Australian 
families with school aged children (K-12) with free nbn-powered broadband internet at home for 
an initial 12 month period. 
 
To be eligible for the program, families must have a child living at home that is enrolled in an 
Australian school in 2023; not have an active nbn network internet service at home (having a 
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility); be referred by a nominating organisation (of 
which Mr Coulton is); and lastly, live in premises that can access the nbn network. The program is 
not means tested, so if you have school children and don't have an active NBN connection please 
give consideration to lodging an application.  
 
To nominate, it’s a matter of contacting Mark Coulton’s Moree office, Leah is the best person to 
speak to and the contact phone number is 02 6751 1251. Alternatively, you can email Marks office 
as follows: Mark.Coulton.MP@aph.gov.au with the following information: student name and 
school; the name of primary contact point for the family; contact details of the primary contact; 
and the home address where the connection will be installed.  
 
It is important that consent is obtained from the family to provide their personal information to 
nbn. Upon receiving the required information, Mr Coulton’s office will submit such information to 
the nbn Government Relations Unit who will: (a) contact the family (email, call or text) to provide 
notice of nbn's privacy policy and that their personal information will be managed in accordance 
with that policy; and (b) respond to Mr Coulton’s office within two (2) business days to confirm if 
the family is eligible or not. For families who are eligible, nbn Government Relations will generate 
a printable voucher which will be sent to Mr Coulton’s office who can then provide it to the 
recipient in person, or via email. Once received, the voucher can be redeemed by the family at a 
participating retail service provider listed on the voucher. 
 
Electricity Bills 
 
Much has been written by many as to the current state of the electricity industry and the 
staggering level of electricity bills that residents and businesses are receiving. The Australian 
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Government in its 2023/2024 budget announced cost of living relief relating to electricity when it 
announced energy bill relief for low-income households & small business. A joint initiative 
between the NSW & Australian governments, there will be a one-off rebate of $500 for eligible 
households and a one-off rebate of $650 for those eligible small businesses that use greater than 
100MWh.  Not everyone is eligible for the payment, with payment being automatic if electricity 
customers are on the Low-Income Household rebate.  If you're an electricity customer and are not 
currently on the Low-Income Rebate, here is the link for you to check your eligibility, just in case: 
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-for-the-low-income-household-rebate-on-
supply-customers 
  
In terms of small business, the rebate will be automatically applied through their retailer 
(excluding those working from home). More information is available from: 
https://www.energy.nsw.gov.au/households/rebates-grants-and-schemes/national-energy-bill-
relief 
 
Sheep and Goat Electronic Identification 
 
As primary producers in our Shire would be aware, sheep and farmed goat industries and 
Government, both State and Federal, have agreed to transition towards mandatory electronic 
identification (eID). For information, a farmed goat is defined as, “any breed or type of goat that is 
not a harvested rangeland goat, which is managed or semi-managed on a property and is subject 
to animal husbandry procedures and managed breeding programs.” The NSW Government, via the 
Rural Assistance Authority, has now released details in respect of it’s Sheep and Goat eID rebate 
scheme to offset the costs of purchasing and installing electronic identification tagging systems. 
Saleyards, stock and station agents, primary producers and processors may be eligible for the 
rebate. In this regard, rebate applications for saleyards and stock and station agents opened on 1 
August 2023 whilst primary producers and processors will be able to apply from 3 October 2022. 
Guidelines have been issued for the rebate program for processors and saleyards that will see, in 
respect of processors for example, a rebate of 50% of the cost of purchasing and installing eID 
equipment, up to a maximum of $44,400 and $52,000 for small and medium processors 
respectively. In terms of eID equipment to be acquired, these include eID readers (panel or 
handheld); eID hardware (computers, laptops, tablets); infrastructure for connectivity between 
eID hardware; and the purchase, installation and training for software connected to eID 
infrastructure. It will be interesting to see the level of rebates available to producers. For further 
information, go to https://www.raa.nsw.gov.au and search sheep and goat id. 
 
Road Condition Reports 
 
With the majority of roads within the Shire being unsealed, when it rains, these unsealed roads 
are all closed, and a Road Condition Report is emailed to a multitude of rural residents within the 
Shire. A copy of the report is also made available on Council’s website 
(https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/engineering/road-conditions/). Council interacts with adjoining 
landowners as to the condition of the various roads and then issues updated Reports having 
regard to such information.   
 
Council on behalf of the community, expends considerable funds maintaining roads. Valuable 
resources are wasted repairing damage done by vehicles using closed, wet roads. Offenders may 
be prosecuted and be held responsible to pay for any damage caused. The catch cry is, “If it’s wet 
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forget it!” If you require further information as to whether a road is closed or opened, please 
contact 02 6830 8000 or after hours on 0419722055.  
 
Quote: "Full implementation of the (Murray Darling) Basin Plan will not be possible by June 
30, 2024"- MDBA chair, Sir Angus Houston, in advice to federal Environment and Water Minister, 
the Hon Tanya Plibersek.  
 
17 August 2023 
 
Everything Old Is New Again 
 
As most people would know, late last year singer John Farnham underwent a 12-hour operation 
for mouth cancer. With his son being recently on television advising that his Father was now 
“cancer free”,  hopefully we will see John Farnham performing again in the goodness of time. In 
May this year a documentary titled ‘John Farnham: Finding the Voice’ was released to the public 
via Australian cinemas with the documentary subsequently screened on national television in July 
2023. The interesting thing is that John Farnham’s popularity has had a massive resurgence as a 
result of the documentary with his previously released albums from the 1980’s and 1990’s 
returning to the Australian Records Industry charts of today. Entertainment reporter Peter Ford 
said that “everybody has kind of rediscovered John Farnham” having 12 of the top 20 in the ARIA 
albums charts and then another five albums in the top 20 to 40 albums.  
 
In addition to this resurgence, former Beatle Paul McCartney is touring Australia in late October 
and early November this year. McCartney is now 81 years of age and such is his popularity that as 
a result of initial demand for tickets for his Sydney concert of Friday 21 October, a second concert 
at Allianz Stadium has been announced. I have seen television clips of the crazy scenes when the 
Beatles toured Australia way back in 1964. McCartney has gone on to be arguably the most 
successful of the “Fab Four” in terms of their individual careers. I certainly enjoyed recently 
watching when British Talk Show Host, James Corden, headed to Liverpool for a day with Paul 
McCartney, the city of Paul's youth, visiting his childhood home where he wrote music with John 
Lennon, performing songs in a local pub and driving around singing some of McCartney’s biggest 
hits, as part of Corden’s Carpool Karaoke segment. You can watch it at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QjvzCTqkBDQ  As I say, “Everything Old Is New Again”! 
 
Cancer Treatment In Bourke 
 
In May last year, the University of Sydney – School of Rural Health, in conjunction with the 
Western NSW Local Health District, invited involvement from members of the Bourke community 
to join a Committee to design how cancer services can best be provided to people in Bourke.  
 
With cancer levels being so unfortunately high across the Shire, great strides have been made for 
the region in terms of treating cancer with the construction and operation of the Western Cancer 
Centre at Dubbo. The Centre provides significantly expanded chemotherapy services and provides 
access to radiation therapy and PET CT services in the western area for the first time. It’s easy to 
forget the “inconvenience” and cost that western area patients had to endure travelling to either 
Orange or Sydney for extended periods to undertake required treatment.  Whilst it is 
acknowledged that there is nothing better than a physical on-site medical professional to attend 
to one’s issues, it is further acknowledged that the provision of various specialised services will not 
generally be available on a one-on-one basis with specialists in many western localities, let alone 
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in terms of infrastructure. This is where virtual or telehealth can come in.  Recently Dr Emma 
Webster Senior Lecturer in Rural Research at the University of Sydney - School of Rural Health in 
Dubbo along with Dr Florian Honeyball, medical oncologist based at the Western Cancer Centre 
Dubbo; Dr Sidney Pye, Senior Resident Medical Officer at Liverpool Hospital and A/Prof Rob 
Zielinski, Senior oncology physician and Director of clinical trials unit at Orange Hospital, authored 
an article which stated that research had shown that “patients in regional NSW had positive 
experiences of virtual health care.” 
 
Whilst acknowledging that there were both “good” and “bad” views of virtual health care, they 
wrote of the positive experiences of seven cancer patients in western New South Wales who 
received video-assisted chemotherapy treatments remotely. Referred to in the article as 
teleoncology, the telehealth system allows patients to receive cancer treatments locally, in lieu of 
otherwise having to travel hundreds of kilometres for treatment or short routine treatment 
follow-up sessions. 
 
The article provides that “research demonstrated to the researchers how important it was for 
rural patients to receive oncology treatments in their hometown where they had strong social 
networks and enduring connections with local health providers. These were the social and 
professional networks which had supported people through the health challenges life had thrown 
their way and would continue to support them no matter how successful their cancer journey was 
to be. For these patients, teleoncology brought expert advice and treatment to them at their local 
hospital, strengthening their local health care team rather than uprooting their whole existence to 
receive treatments far from home in a cancer centre. Patient experiences of teleoncology were 
enhanced when care was provided in a hybrid model (combining both in-person and telemedicine 
consultations) to foster the therapeutic relationship between oncologist and patient.” 
 
Whilst virtual health care is still relatively young in its evolution, it certainly has its benefits and 
one that is a discussion point for the provision of cancer services in Bourke.    
 
NGO Flood Recovery Program 
 
The Commonwealth and NSW Governments have announced the launch of the Non-Government 
Organisation (NGO) Flood Recovery Program. The Program focuses on the longer-terms resilience 
of individuals, families and communities. A total of $6.5 million in Open Competitive Grants are 
available to help communities thrive as they recover from the floods. Grants are available to run 
programs that support individuals, families and communities in four districts of the NSW 
Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ) including the Western District, of which the Bourke 
Shire area is part of. Funding at four levels, beginning at $10,000, is available to support and 
embed resilience in flood affected communities. DCJ are keen for local NGO’s to be aware of the 
program and give consideration to submitting an application. Applications are now open until 5pm 
Friday 1 September 2023. Information about the program can be found at: 
https://dcj.nsw.gov.au/flood-recovery-grants.html including program guidelines, FAQs and a link 
to apply.  Potential applicants can also contact the DCJ team with any queries 
at: SPCGrantsTeam@facs.nsw.gov.au 
  
The Matildas  
 
By the time this Column is published, the Matildas will have played either France or Morocco in 
their Quarter Final Game and if they had won that game, they would have played last night in a 
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Semi-Final against either England, Columbia or Jamaica. Win or lose, the Matildas have certainly 
captured the interest of the Nation. This is evidenced by the number of people watching their 
games on television.  
 
For the Matildas game against Canada back on 31 July, the viewing audience was 2.46 million. For 
comparative purposes, 1.115 million viewers tuned into Session One of Day Five of the 
fifth Ashes cricket test match. It was the first time that more than 2 million viewers had watched a 
female team sports match in Australia. For the Matildas game against Denmark on 7 August, it has 
been reported that some 3.5 million viewers tuned in with these numbers being well in excess of 
the number of viewers who watched either the 2022 AFL or NRL Grand Finals and the 2023 State 
of Origin (Game 1), which had a high of 1.98million viewers. To put this 3.5million viewer figure 
further in perspective, it is understood this figure equates to some 54% of the total viewing 
audience.   
 
It is great to see the community’s interest and support of the Matildas. Whilst I clearly remember 
footage from back in 1983 when the then Prime Minister, Bob Hawke, famously declared after 
Australia won the America’s Cup for the first time, “Any boss who sacks anyone for not turning up 
today is a bum!”, I cannot go so far to agree with various calls for a public holiday to be declared 
should the Matildas win the World Cup. In NSW we already have 12 annual public holidays with 
these public holidays coming at a significant cost to employers. In this regard, employers are 
required to pay their full or part time employees their minimum pay rate for the ordinary hours 
that they would usually work on that day. Employees who work on a public holiday must be paid a 
penalty rate with this rate being higher than their minimum pay rate. It all costs. If people are that 
keen to celebrate the Matilda’s journey, I would suggest they apply for a day’s annual leave!  
 
Quote: “We are aware ... we’re probably facing our first significant fire season since Black 
Summer” – Murray Watt, Federal Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management 
Australia commenting on an expected El Nino weather pattern. 
 
24 August 2023 
 
Murray Darling Basin Plan Review 
 
The Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) has recently advised that it is now preparing to 
undertake its 2026 Basin Plan Review. The Authority is advising that the review “isn’t about 
starting again, instead it’s about being responsive to the impacts of climate change, seeing what’s 
working and what’s needed to best protect the Basin and its values for the future.” In this regard, 
the Authority considers that 10 yearly reviews of the Basin Plan are required to allow for improved 
management of more variable climate patterns, and for new information, and new ways of 
managing water resources to be considered.  
 
With an anticipated warmer and drier climate future that includes more frequent droughts and 
extreme weather events, the review is considered as an opportunity to incorporate new 
knowledge and evidence that has evolved since the Plan was adopted. To this end, the Authority 
has developed a “Roadmap” to assist everybody understand the work planned and shows how the 
MDBA will approach the next 3 year's leading up to the completion of the review. Such Roadmap 
provides for the release in mid 2024 of an Early Insights Paper, an Evaluation of the Basin Plan in 
mid 2025 before the release of an Outlook for the Basin being released in late 2025. Formal 
consultation and the availability to make submissions will commence in early 2026 when a 
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Discussion Paper will be released. The Authority is then anticipating a Final Report on the Review 
to be available in later 2026. For further information go to https://www.mdba.gov.au and search 
2026 Basin Plan Review. 
 
I recently made a submission, on behalf of Council, to the Productivity Commission in regard to its 
enquiry regarding the Murray-Darling Basin. The Productivity Commission is the Australian 
Government's independent research and advisory body on a range of economic, social and 
environmental issues affecting the welfare of Australians. Under the Commonwealth Water 
Act of 2007, the Commission is required to undertake an inquiry every five years into the 
effectiveness of the implementation of the Basin Plan and water resource plans. This is the 
second such inquiry conducted by the Commission, with the previous review having been 
conducted in 2018. Council’s submission followed a visit to Bourke in July 2023 by members 
of the Commission and the Basin Authority. In making the submission, amongst other 
matters, I was quick to point out that as a community in the Murray Darling Basin, Bourke has 
been significantly impacted as a result of the implementation of the surface water diversions Cap 
(the Cap) and from the water buy back requirements of the Basin Plan. In this regard I advised that 
it had been estimated that up to 60% of the local economy had been impacted as a result of the 
implementation of the Cap process with a further 10% of the economy impacted through the 
water buyback process. Both these processes have resulted in both economic and social reduction 
to our town.  
 
As part of their review documentation, the Commission stated that “concerns continue to be 
raised about water quality and security in some areas”. I noted in the submission that from 
Council’s perspective, the issue of Water Security for Bourke was at the top of Councils list of 
strategic priorities. As readers of this column for at least the past 10 years would be aware, the 
issue of the raising of the Bourke Weir is one that has been long pursued without success, to date, 
by the Bourke Community. We all know that a reliable and sustainable water supply is required for 
the proper functioning of the town. The need to ensure water security for Bourke is necessary for 
critical human needs, town water supplies and to provide related socio-economic, environmental 
and cultural benefits. 
 
The previous NSW State Government committed $4.21m to develop a Strategic Business Case for 
the Bourke Weir – this was as part of the Western Weirs Program. The Western Weirs Program 
was identified as Critical State Significant Infrastructure as part of the Water Supply (Critical 
Needs) Bill 2019. In 2020 it was identified that the Western Weirs Program had a broad timeframe 
of some four (4) years until construction commences. We are now in 2023 and are no further 
advanced with The Better Baaka Program having absorbed the previous Western Weirs Program. 
Council continues to lobby both the Commonwealth and State Government to support this 
important project. Without additional water security, the Bourke community is unfairly exposed 
and vulnerable to the forecasted extreme summer(s) ahead, noting that once water ceases to flow 
over the Bourke Weir, the community has but six (6) month’s supply of water from the Bourke 
Weir Pool. 
 
Grand Finals 
 
Magpie Park, Goodooga was the scene of the Barwon Darling Cup Rugby League Grand finals 
played on Sunday, 13 August 2023. My local rugby league correspondent has informed me that a 
large and well-behaved crowd was on hand to watch and support their respective team in the five 
(5) grand finals played on the day. From under 15’s men’s and women’s, under 18’s, Ladies League 
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Tag and ultimately the Men’s First Grade game, my correspondent was most complimentary at the 
great spirit shown in all games played. 
 
For the Bourke Warriors, it was a long trek home from Goodooga for both the under 18’s and First 
Grade sides after going down to the Brewarrina Golden Googars and the Goodooga Magpies in 
their grand finals, respectively. Congratulations to the Bourke sides for getting to the Grand Final. 
At this time of the winter sports season, there has to be a winner and a loser. On that issue I have 
to say, there has to be a better way to decide soccer games rather than by penalty shoot-out! 
After playing for two (2) hours it comes down to a shoot-out. Whilst “winners are grinners”, I 
certainly feel for the losers in the event of such shoot outs. I don’t like “golden point” in rugby 
league games either. 
 
I travelled to Wagga Wagga recently to watch one of my sons play for the Ken McMullen Cup in 
the Southern Inland Rugby Competition as part of his Hay Cutters Club team. It was worth the 
drive as the Cutters prevailed by 27 to 26 against Wagga City, in ordinary time, thank goodness. I 
mentioned to one of my friends the name Ken McMullen and he said that Ken McMullen played 
for the Wallabies in the early 1960’s having represented Australia against the All Blacks and the 
South African Springboks. He also said that Ken McMullen changed codes and moved from Wagga 
Wagga to Sydney to play Rugby League for the Eastern Suburbs Rugby League Team (the 
Roosters). In the late 1960’s he then moved to Dubbo to manage the Orana Mall Complex on 
Wellington Road. In Dubbo, he was Captain/Coach of the Dubbo CYMS side, transforming the club 
from perennial wooden spooners into a professional organisation and in doing so, winning various 
Group XI competitions. Mr McMullen unfortunately passed away at the early age of 46 from 
cancer. His brother presented the trophy to the Cutters on Saturday. 
 
Fishing Competition 
 
The Bourke “Aint Caught Nuffin” Fishing Club successfully held its annual Outback Fishing 
Challenge last weekend. As per previous events, the Challenge was again a “Catch-n-Release” 
competition for the longest Cod and Yellow Belly fish and to enter these species in the 
competition, apart from initially registering for the event, contestants had to present a clear photo 
of the fish taken on a brag mat or tape measure along with the registration ear tag at the “weigh-
in”. The prize for longest Carp and the greatest number of Carp required competitors to physically 
present their fish at the “weigh-in”.  Any initiative that removes these pests, that carp are, from 
our river system is a good one with scientists having found that Carp as introduced species have 
contributed significantly to the degradation of our natural aquatic ecosystems. 
 
The Club organised substantial prizes and conducted a raffle with over 200 prizes valued in excess 
of $8000. With demand high for Fishing Club merchandise and a successful “weigh in” on the 
Sunday at the Bourke Golf Clubhouse, well done to the organisers of this event. With all money 
raised from the Challenge going back into the river for the purchase of native Cod and Yellow belly 
fingerlings for future anglers and importantly, adding to the sustainability of native fish stocks in 
our river system, it is an important feature on many locals, and visitors, recreational calendar. 
 
Quote: ” Hey Dad, Elliot here. I’m alive. Safe now. Love you. Chat later.” Elliot Foote to his Father 
after he and 3 mates were found safe after going missing off the coast of Indonesia. 
 
 
 



Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 28 August 2023 
 

Item 21.4 Page 224 

Recommendation 
 
That the information in the General Manager’s Activity Report as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28 August 2023 be noted. 
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21.5 LIBRARY MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT FOR JULY 2023 

File Number: L4.1 

Author: Jodi Hatch, Library Manager 

Authoriser: Melanie Milgate, Manager Economic Development  

Attachments: Nil  

  

Current Situation 
 
The following items for the July 2022 and July 2023 period are presented for information. 
 
Item July 2022 July 2023 
Loans 652 681 
New Members 14 19 
Internet/Word Processing 26 38 
Wireless Tickets 11 34 
Number of Visitors 553 622 
Scans 22 27 
Information Requests 71 72 
Technical Assistance / Printing 48 64 
Faxes/ Laminating 2 0 

 
• July has been a busy month in the Library. There were ten (10) children attend the Harry 

Potter craft session, with another six (6) attending the drop-in craft sessions. Four (4) 
children attended the LEGO session. 
 

        
 

• The Tax Help program began in the last week of July, with Library staff assisting with the 
completion of 8 tax returns. 
 

• A very successful Harry Potter trivia afternoon was held at the end of the month. Thirty 
nine (39) people attended the event, and all expressed their enjoyment of the trivia, the 
themed food and the photo booth. 
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Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Library Manager’s Report for July 2023 as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28 August 2023 be noted. 
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21.6 TOURISM AND EVENTS REPORT 

File Number: T4.3 

Author: Ben Nott, Coordinator Tourism Operations 

Authoriser: Melanie Milgate, Manager Economic Development  

Attachments: 1. BOBEC Website Statistics July 2023   
2. BOBEC Statistics July 2023    

  

Background 
 
The Bourke Shire Councils Tourism and Events report provides Council with an updated status 
report for July 2023, relating to its tourism team's activities through visual data including graphs 
and statistics to allow for the measurement of the team’s progress and performance. 
 
Current Situation 
 
During the month of July 2023, the Tourism and Events Team participated in the following 
activities: 
 
Back O’ Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre                                        
 
Performance Indicator June 2023 July 2023 % Difference 
Vend Turnover (ex GST) $97,000.96  $83,682.73                    14.7% 
Visitor Numbers  1971 2520                    24.5% 
Email Enquiries 353 429                    19.4% 
Incoming Calls  634 553                    13.6% 
Website Enquiries 2,100 2,200                      4.6% 
Exhibition Tickets  774 831                      7.1% 
PV Jandra Tickets 961 325                    98.9% 
PV Jandra Cruises 46 18                    87.5% 
Café Turnover (ex GST) $34,667.51  $33,862.73                      2.4% 
Café Event Catering  5 5           = 
Functions 6 6           =  
Mt Oxley Tickets 164 139                    16.5% 
Tour Groups 6 5                    18.2% 
Financial YTD Turnover (ex GST) $665,111.54  $83,682.73  First month of first 

quarter 
 
BOBEC continued operations 7 days per week in July 2023. The Café opening hours are Monday to 
Sunday from 9.00am to 3.00pm and the Exhibition Centre opening hours are Monday to Sunday 
from 9.00am to 5.00pm.  
 
Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre 
The Back O’ Bourke Information Centre garden staff were kept busy in July 2023, completing work 
with mulching of gardens and top dressing lawns. Staff have commenced spraying broad leave 
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weeds in the lawns and gardens. The B2/B3 pond is complete, with work commencing on the 
artesian pond during August 2023. 
 
Crossley Engine 
Maintenance on the Crossley engine continued with 1 engine still out of action. Staff are currently 
trying to start the Crossley engine daily with only the one engine. Started 60% of the time in July 
2023. 
 
Café and Functions 
The Café and Information Centre were very busy in July with Sundays continuing to be the busiest 
day of the week. The Café provided five (5) catering jobs for the month, these included 3  function 
centre bookings and a lunch for the Brewarrina Public school comprising 28 meals. The Centre had 
six (6) function bookings, these included NSW water, Shine Lawyers, Child Care, Birrang, Local Land 
services and Productivity Commission. 
 
Coach Bookings 
There were five (5) tour group bookings during July 2023, these included Casey Tours, Outback by 
Air x 2, Fun Over fifty and Simmos Outback tours. 
 
The site was very busy overall again in July 2023, thanks again to all the staff. BOBEC are always on 
the lookout for more staff. 
 
Visitor Numbers to the Back O’ Bourke Tourist and Information Centre 
 
 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 

Jan 448 560 325 326 302 348 386 782 1109 816 603 609 

Feb 157 397 271 373 391 220 282 1043 386 630 725 557 

Mar 570 1500 1051 1342 1612 1245 1274 1021 412 1389 1100 1006 

April 2144 3103 3146 3849 3118 3114 4024 3166 0 2387 2323 1709 

May 2891 3758 3988 4602 4073 3983 4770 3693 0 2564 2016 1713 

June 3216 4492 4275 5437 5199 4754 5634 4490 993 2366 2227 1971 

July 4643 5173 6241 6002 5941 5982 7614 6834 2570 1068 2998 2520 

Aug 4162 4410 4793 5078 4951 5051 5548 4052 1898 255 2557  

Sep 5074 4275 4764 4489 4532 4246 4676 3601 3325 0 2203  

Oct 3967 2383 2486 2370 2475 2463 3574 2222 5246 409 1094  

Nov 930 789 671 610 1031 876 1014 1220 1989 866 710  

Dec 347 207 242 272 281 255 630 860 1194 897 586  

Total 27649 31044 32253 34750 33906 32537 39454 32984 19122 13647 19142  

 
Regional Promotional Committees 
 
Darling River Run  

• Tourism Marketing teams meeting conducted 20 July 2023 for all tourism operators along 
the Darling River Run.  

• Social media campaign discussed.  
• Visitor numbers continue to increase. 
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Far North West Joint Organisation 
• Far Northwest Joint Organisation (FNWJO) meeting attended in Dubbo on 14 July 2023 

(FNWJO) regarding the rollout of the tourism marketing campaign for the region. 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications.  
 

Recommendation 
 
That the information in the Tourism and Events Report for July 2023 as presented to Council on 
Monday, 28 August 2023 be noted. 
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