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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW 
ON MONDAY, 16 DECEMBER 2024 AT 10.15AM 

 

PRESENT: Cr Lachlan Ford (Mayor), Cr Sarah Barton, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty, Cr Kylie 
Baty, Cr Sally Davis (Deputy Mayor), Cr Frank Kerr, Cr Scott McAdam, Cr 
Maxime Nina, Cr Sam Rice, Cr Robert Stutsel 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Leonie Brown (General Manager), Peter Brown (Manager Works), Paul 
Flanagan (Manager Roads Services), Melanie Milgate (Economic Development 
Manager), Ang Pasang Rai (Manager Corporate Services), Dwayne Willoughby 
(Manager Environmental Services), Margo Anderson (Executive Assistant - 
Minutes) 

 

1 OPENING PRAYER 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer 

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor then provided an Acknowledgment of Country 

3 REMEMBRANCE 

Council stood in silence in the memory of recently deceased resident, Yvonne Howarth AM with 
the Mayor acknowledging that Yvonne was a Bourke Shire Councillor from 1987 to 1995. She was 
the first Aboriginal women to be a Councillor in Bourke. In 1999, Yvonne was appointed as a 
Member of the Order of Australia (AM) in the Queen’s Birthday 1999 Honours List for her “Service 
to the community, particularly as an advocate for the provision of better housing and health 
services to the Aboriginal community in Bourke, and through the Women's Advisory Council of 
New South Wales. “ 
 
The Mayor further recognised the passing of Councillor Angelo Pippos of Brewarrina Shire Council. 

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Nil  

5 ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS 

Nil 

6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 7.1 of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda: Mayoral Minute – Mayoral Activities and item 21.4 of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda: General Manger’s Activity Report – Meeting with Gerry Collins NSW Premier’s 
Department. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton is employed by the Premiers 
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Department and reports to Ms Collins who is the Director Regional Coordination Western . In 
making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight 
should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 7.1 or Item 21.4 of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting Agenda.  
 
Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda: Business Arising Report - Proposed Motel Tender for the Development of 
Documentation – Proposed Motel Business Case. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton and 
her husband own and operate an accommodation facility in Bourke, which the subject report 
relates to. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be 
out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting Agenda. 
 
Cr Sarah Barton declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 15.2 of the 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Growing Bourke Plan 2025. The reason for such interest is that 
Cr Barton is on the executive of the Bourke Picnic Race Club Committee which will benefit from 
identified projects within the report. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would 
leave the Chamber and be out of sight during Councils consideration of Item 15.2 of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting Agenda.  
 
Cr Sarah Barton declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 15.4 of the 
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: General Manager – Private Employment. The reason for such 
interest is that Cr Barton is the daughter of the General Manager which the subject report relates 
to. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of 
sight during Councils consideration of Item 15.4 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.  
 
Cr Sally Davis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
Agenda: Business Arising, North Bourke Storm Water Drainage. The reason for such interest is that 
Cr Davis and her husband own land adjacent to the land the subject of the report and are in 
discussion with Council regarding a potential sale of a portion of such land. In addition, Cr Davis 
and her husband have a friendship with the affected landowner (Mr G Seiler). In making these 
declarations, Cr Davis advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should 
Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting 
Agenda. 
 
Cr Frank Kerr declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 15.2 of the Ordinary 
Council Meeting Agenda: Growing Bourke Plan 2025. The reason for such interest is that Cr Kerr is 
on the executive of the Bourke Picnic Race Club Committee which will benefit from identified 
projects within the report. In making this declaration, Cr Kerr advised that he would leave the 
Chamber and be out of sight during Councils consideration of Item 15.2 of the Ordinary Council 
Meeting Agenda.  
 
Council’s General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 
12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Business Arising Report - Proposed Motel Tender 
for the Development of Documentation – Proposed Motel Business Case. The reason for such 
interest is that Mrs Brown and her husband own and operate a commercial accommodation 
facility in Bourke, which the subject report relates to. In making this declaration, Mrs Brown 
advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider 
this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda. 
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Councils General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 15.4 
of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: General Manager – Private Employment. The reason for 
such interest is that the report relates directly to her employment with Council. In making this 
declaration Mrs Brown advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight during 
Councils consideration of Item 15.4 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.  
 

7 MAYORAL MINUTE 

At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton left the meeting, the time being 10:23 am. 
 

7.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES 

File Number: 1707 

The Council had before it the report of the Mayor regarding the Mayoral Minute - Mayoral 
Activities. 

Resolution  2024/301  

Moved: Mayor Lachlan Ford 

That the information in the Mayoral Minute – Mayoral Activities for the period 21 November to 
9 December 2024 as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

Carried 

 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton returned to the meeting, the time being 10:24 am. 

8 STARRING OF ITEMS 

Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides that Council may at any time, resolve to adopt 
multiple items of business on the agenda by way of a single resolution.  

In this regard the council had before it a list of reports, unstarred, with such items proposed to be 
adopted by Council in a single resolution.  

 

Resolution  2024/302  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the the recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items as contained in the agenda 
for the Ordinary Meeting of Council, held on Monday, 16 December 2024, be adopted. 

Carried 
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9 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Resolution  2024/303  

Moved: Cr Kylie Baty 
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 25 November 2024 be taken as read, 
confirmed as correct minutes and signed by the Mayor and the General Manger. 

Carried 

10 RESCISSION MOTIONS 

Nil 

11 NOTICES OF MOTION 

Nil 

12 BUSINESS ARISING 

12.1 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

File Number: C12.6 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events. 

Resolution  2024/304  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events, as presented to 
Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted.  

Carried 

 

12.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS 

File Number: C12.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Information to 
Councillors. 
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Resolution  2024/305  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the General Manager regarding Information to Councillors, as presented to 
Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

Carried 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12.3 *** BUSINESS ARISING REPORT 

File Number: C12.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Business Arising 
Report. 

Resolution  2024/306  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty 

That the report of the General Manager regarding Business Arising, as presented to Council on 
Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted.  

Carried 

 

13 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

13.1 *** STREET TREE REMOVAL - 77, 79A - 79B WILSON STREET, BOURKE 

File Number: 3299 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Street Tree Removal - 
77, 79A - 79B Wilson Street, Bourke. 
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Resolution  2024/307  

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That Council undertake a 21-day exhibition period in the Western Herald newspaper and 
on Councils website notifying of its intention to undertake the removal of six (6) 
Queensland Fig Trees located adjacent to the boundaries of 77, 79A and 79B Wilson 
Street, Bourke.  

2. That a notice of “Proposed Street Tree Removal” be provided to adjacent landowners to 
provide them with an opportunity to comment on the proposed tree removal. 

3. That in the event of no objections being received following the exhibition period, Council 
proceed to remove such tree to address their compromised state, as reported by a 
qualified arborist.  

4. That In the event of an objection(s) being received, a further report be submitted to 
Council for determination. 

5. That following removal, Council staff replace the Queensland Fig Trees with a suitable 
tree species.  

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 

13.2 *** REQUEST FOR TREE REMOVAL - 1B OXLEY STREET, BOURKE 

File Number: 3299 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Request for Tree 
Removal - 1B Oxley Street, Bourke. 
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Resolution  2024/308  

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

1. That the recommendations of A1 Tree Services regarding the removal of the three (3) 
river red gum trees on the road reserve adjacent to 1 and 1B Oxley Street, Bourke, 
fronting Charles Street, be adopted.  

2. That having regard to the safety concerns raised by both the resident at 1B Oxley Street 
and A1 Tree Services, and potential delays arising from the Christmas/New Year period, 
Council not take its normal course of action to advertise the removals for a 21 day 
period.  

3. That Council take the necessary action in respect of the removal of such trees, as a 
matter of priority.  

4. That Council advise the owners/residents of both 1 and 1B Oxley Street, Bourke of the 
impending removal of the trees due to safety concerns. 

5. That appropriate replacement trees be planted in the road reserve of 1 and 1B Oxley 
Street, Bourke fronting Charles Street, Bourke. 

Carried 
 

14 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 GENERAL MANAGER 

15.1 *** NEVILLE SIMPSON SPORTSGROUND - NORTH BOURKE 

File Number: 1355, 3361 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Neville Simpson 
Sportsground - North Bourke. 
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Resolution  2024/309  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Scott McAdam 

1. That the advice of the Geographical Names Board regarding the approval and gazettal of 
the name Neville Simpson Sportsground at North Bourke be noted. 

2. That the General Manager be requested to take the necessary action in respect of the 
change of name for the North Bourke Oval, including the procurement of replacement 
signage to reflect the changed name and the organisation, in due course, of a small 
unveiling ceremony of the signage involving family and friends of the Late Mr Simpson 
along with councillors and staff. 

 Carried 
 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton and Cr Frank Kerr left the meeting, the time being 10:34 am. 

 

15.2 *** GROWING BOURKE PLAN 2025 

File Number: P4.1 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Growing Bourke Plan 
2025. 

Resolution  2024/310  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That Council adopt the “Growing Bourke Plan 2025” as presented to Council on Monday, 16 
December 2024. 

Carried 
 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton and Cr Frank Kerr returned to the meeting, the time being 10:43 
am. 

 
 
 
 

15.3 *** AUDIT RISK AND IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE - MEETING MINUTES 

File Number: 20383 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Audit Risk and 
Improvement Committee - Meeting Minutes. 



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 16 December 2024 
 

Page 12 

Resolution  2024/311  

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

That the minutes of the meeting of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee held on 21 
November 2024, be adopted. 

Carried 
 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton and General Manager, Leonie Brown left the meeting, the time 
being 10:44 am. 

 

15.4 *** GENERAL MANAGER - PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT 

File Number: 4407 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the General Manager - 
Private Employment. 

Resolution  2024/312  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Maxime Nina 

That as per Section 353 of the Local Government Act 1993, Council approve the request of its 
General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, to undertake private employment in respect of the 
operation of Browns Apartments, Darling St, Bourke. 

 Carried 
 
At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton and General Manager returned to the meeting, the time being 
10:46 am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15.5 ANNUAL REPORT 2023/2024 

File Number: 1211 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Annual Report 
2023/2024. 
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Resolution  2024/313  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the General Manager regarding Councils 2023/2024 Annual Report, as 
presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

 Carried 
 

16 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

16.1 *** BANK RECONCILIATION AND STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES - 30 NOVEMBER  
2024 

File Number: F1.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Bank 
Reconciliation and Statement of Bank Balances - 30 November  2024. 

Resolution  2024/314  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Kylie Baty 

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the 
Statement of Bank Balances as at 30 November 2024, be noted. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16.2 *** INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REPORT AS AT 30 NOVEMBER 2024 

File Number: 2101 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Investment 
Portfolio Report as at 30 November 2024. 
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Resolution  2024/315  

Moved: Cr Kylie Baty 
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis 

1. That the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding Council’s Investment 
Portfolio as of 30 November 2024, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 
2024, be received and noted. 

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted, and the report 
adopted. 

Carried 
 
 

16.3 *** RATES WRITE OFF ASSESSMENT 01792-00000000-000 

File Number: 19909 

The Council had before it the report of the Revenue Officer regarding the Rates Write Off 
Assessment 01792-00000000-000. 

Resolution  2024/316  

Moved: Cr Kylie Baty 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

1. That 9.37% of Council’s Rates Assessment No. 01792-00000000-000 be categorised as 
non-rateable land effective 23 October 2024 due to Conservation Agreement ‘CA0731 
Warroo’ coming into effect. 

2. That Council write off 9.37% of the previously raised rates for 2024/2025 in the amount 
of $493.01 in respect of Rates Assessment No. 01792-00000000-000. 

Carried 
 

17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Nil 

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

Nil 

19 POLICIES 

Nil 

20 PRÉCIS OF CORRESPONDENCE 

Nil 
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21 ACTIVITY REPORTS 

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS AND WORKSHOP ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: 1945 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Roads regarding the Engineering Services - 
Road Works and Workshop Activity Report. 

Resolution  2024/317  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the Manager Roads regarding Engineering Services - Road Works and 
Workshop Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

21.2 ENGINEERING SERVICES - PARKS AND GARDENS, TOWN SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE 
WATER ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: E7.1 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Engineering Services - 
Parks and Gardens, Town Services, Water and Waste Water Activity Report. 

Resolution  2024/318  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the Manager Works regarding Engineering Services - Parks and Gardens, Town 
Services and Water and Wastewater Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 
2024, be noted. 

Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21.3 PLANNING, REGULATORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: 1102, 1322, 1059, 1165 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Planning, Regulatory and Environmental 
Services regarding the Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity Report. 
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Resolution  2024/319  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the Manager Environmental Services regarding Planning, Regulatory and 
Environmental Services Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be 
noted. 

Carried 
 
 

21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: 4170 

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the General Manager's 
Activity Report. 

Resolution  2024/320  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the General Manager regarding General Manager Activity for November 2024, 
as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December, be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

21.5 LIBRARY ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: 2780 

The Council had before it the report of the Library Manager regarding the Library Activity Report. 

Resolution  2024/321  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the Library Manager regarding Library Activity for the month of November 
2024, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

Carried 
 
 

21.6 TOURISM AND EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT 

File Number: 3283 

The Council had before it the report of the Coordinator Tourism Operations regarding the Tourism 
and Events Activity Report. 
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Resolution  2024/322  

Moved: Cr Sally Davis 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That the report of the Coordinator Tourism regarding Tourism and Events Activity for November 
2024, as presented to Council on Monday, 16 December 2024, be noted. 

Carried 
 

22 CLOSED SESSION 

At this juncture, the Council gave consideration to moving into Closed Session of Council. 

 

Resolution  2024/323  

Moved: Cr Scott McAdam 
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice 

That Council considers the confidential report(s) listed below in a meeting closed to the public in 
accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act 1993: 

22.1 *** Tender for Transportable Homes - 54 Mertin Street, Bourke 

This matter is considered to be confidential under Section 10A(2) - (d)(i) of the Local 
Government Act, and the Council is satisfied that discussion of this matter in an open meeting 
would, on balance, be contrary to the public interest as it deals with commercial information of 
a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person 
who supplied it. 

Carried 

 

Council proceeded into closed session with the livestreaming of the meeting being paused at 
10.45am. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

22.1 *** TENDER FOR TRANSPORTABLE HOMES - 54 MERTIN STREET, BOURKE 

File Number: 2411 

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Planning, Regulatory and Environmental 
Services regarding the Tender for Transportable Homes - 54 Mertin Street, Bourke. 
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Resolution  2024/324  

Moved: Cr Sam Rice 
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel 

1. That Council decline to accept any of the tender submissions lodged in respect of the 
provision of Transportable Homes – 54 Mertin Street, Bourke. 

2. That as per Clause 178(3)(e) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, Council 
enter into negotiations with Taylor Made Building Pty Ltd with a view to potentially 
entering a contract for the provision of two (2) transportable homes to be located at 54 
Mertin Street, Bourke. 

3. That as per Clause 178(4)(a) of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the 
reason for Council declining to invite fresh tender submissions or applications for the 
works is that Council is in receipt of five (5) tenders which have already provided pricing 
which is in excess of the available funds for the project and that given the number of 
tenders received and the pricing therein, it is considered that there is nothing to be 
gained by seeking further tenders. 

4. That as per Clause 178(4)(b) of the Regulation, the reason for Council determining to 
enter into negotiations with Taylor Made Building Pty Ltd is that this firm is the lowest 
priced and preferred tenderer following independent assessment and is considered the 
best prospect for the project being bought to fruition within available resources.  

5. That following the completion of negotiations with Taylor Made Building Pty Ltd, a 
further report on the transportable home proposal be submitted to Council for 
determination. 

6. That the documents and considerations in respect of this matter remain confidential to 
Council. 

Carried 
    
At this juncture, Cr Sally Davis left the meeting, the time being 10:58 am. 

 

Resolution  2024/325  

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel 
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton 

That Council moves out of Closed Council into Open Council. 

Carried 

   

Open council resumed at 11.02am. 

 

RESOLUTIONS FROM CLOSED SESSION OF COUNCIL 

At the request of the Mayor, the General Manager read to the meeting the Councils resolutions as 
determined in the Closed Session of Council.  

 At this juncture, Cr Sally Davis returned to the meeting, the time being 11:05 am. 

The Meeting closed at 11.06am. 
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The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 
February 2025. 

 

................................................... 
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