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Welcome to Bourke

If you're new to the Bourke community, mark your calendar to attend the “2025 Welcome to Bourke”
evening to be held on Wednesday, 5 March 2025 at the Back O’ Bourke Café deck area. The 2025 event
will be the 16th year of Council welcoming newcomers to the Bourke Shire.

Commencing at 6.30pm, this free, family-friendly event is a fantastic opportunity for new residents to
connect with local Council members, sporting clubs, social organisations, schools and other new
residents. With nibbles and drinks provided, it is requested that attendees RSVP by 24 February 2025,
either by emailing info@backobourke.com.au or by calling the friendly tourism team at the Back O’
Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre on 6872 1321 for catering purposes.

This year, Regional Development Australia (RDA), along with various other local organisations, will join
together with Council staff to welcome our new residents. All participants look forward to meeting the
new faces of Bourke and help them feel at home!

Back O’ Bourke Fiesta

The NSW Government has previously provided Councils across regional NSW with funding under its
Reconnecting Regional NSW — Community Events Program to “promote the social and economic
recovery of regional communities, by renewing social connections and providing a revenue-boost to
local businesses, following the extended COVID-19 restrictions across regional NSW and impacts of
border closures.”

As part of its application, Council committed to the delivery of a community event that will provide
immediate positive social benefits to Bourke on the basis that the event will be open to all members of
the public; free to attend and have a primary purpose of reconnecting the community and improving
social cohesion of the Bourke community.

In utilising the funding, Council will be presenting the Bourke Twilight Street Fiesta on

Saturday, 29 March 2025. Commencing at 4:00pm and running through till 9:30pm at the Darling Park &
Wharf Precinct, the event promises an array of FREE entertainment, along with cultural cuisine, BBQ
delights, and engaging street performers.

The frontline FREE entertainment sourced by Council for this event is Fanny Lumsden and The Buckleys.
Edwina Lumsden, known as Fanny Lumsden, grew up on a sheep farm to the west of West Wyalong,
studied rural science at the University of New England and has been the winner of two (2) ARIA and nine
(9) Golden Guitar awards at the Tamworth Country Music Festival. Her aloum HEY DAWN took out the
2023 ARIA for Best Country Album, the CMAA Golden Guitar for the Alt-Country Album of the Year and
2024 Country Album of the year at the AIRA Awards. She will be fantastic at the Back O’ Bourke Fiesta.
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Just as exciting for the Fiesta will be The Buckleys. Known for their blend of Country with rock, pop and
70s nostalgia, the three (3) sibling band has achieved five top 5 charting singles and four (4) CMAA
Golden Guitar nominations including “Group of The Year”. The band have taken their live show to stages
across Australia and the United States from Bluesfest at Byron Bay to CMC Rocks at Ipswich Queensland,
Tamworth Country Music Festival, Meatstock-Australia’s Biggest Barbecue Festival in Sydney, the
Gympie Music Muster, Savannah In The Round at Mareeba Queensland, the Mundi Mundi Bash as well
as appearances at Nashville’s iconic Bluebird Cafe, LA, New York and Florida.

Personally, | can’t wait for the Fiesta, and | thank the NSW Government for their funding to make this
event a reality.

Student Broadband

The Australian Government has a program titled the School Student Broadband Initiative which provides
free home internet for those families and carers who have school age students at their home and who
are struggling with bills.

Up to 30,000 families and carers can apply for the offer until 31 December 2025 (or until 30,000
connections are reached), and qualifying households will receive free home internet until 30 June 2028.
If you qualify, your free home internet service will begin as soon as you are connected by your chosen
participating internet provider.

To qualify for the broadband initiative, you must have a school age student at home (full or part time)
enrolled in an Australian school (from kindergarten to year 12 Kindergarten); not have an active nbn
network internet service at your current residential address now or in the past 14 days (having a mobile
internet service does not affect eligibility); and live in a premise that can access the nbn network
through a standard connection

To apply, it’s a matter of following the four steps below:

e Contact the Anglicare National Referral Centre on1800 954 610 Monday - Friday, 10am - 6pm
(AEDT) or visit anglicarevic.org.au/student-internet

e Staff from the Referral Centre will ask you some questions to see if this offer is right for you.

e If you qualify, you’ll get a voucher.

e You then use the voucher to connect through your chosen participating internet provider. Use
your voucher before the 30,000 places are taken.

Access to online learning at home is important for your children’s education. If you think that you may
be eligible for the program, | encourage you to make contact with Anglicare.

Meetings

2025 is certainly progressing very quickly. Appointment calendars are filling up rapidly for the year. The
community consultation sessions in regard to the preparation of the 2035 Bourke Community Strategic
Plan are underway with sessions to be held in Louth and Wanaaring next Tuesday, 27 February 2025 and
then at Byrock and Bourke on Thursday 27 February 2025.Councils Facebook page has all the necessary
information.

Last week the Mayor and | attended the Border Region Organisation of Councils (BROC) meeting in
Bingara. BROC comprises the NSW/Qld border Councils of Balonne, Bourke, Brewarrina, Bullo,
Goondiwindi Regional, Gwydir, Inverell, Moree Plains, Paroo, Southern Downs Regional, Tenterfield and



Walgett Shire councils. These meetings provide an excellent opportunity to discuss issues with member
councils and receive updates from local members and the Cross Border Commissioners on matters
effecting councils. In addition, member councils have also developed a border tourist trail map titled,
‘Cellar Doors to Sunset.” The trail will provide tourists with an opportunity to visit the various border
shires and provides detail on what there is to see and do in each community.

In early March, the Alliance of Western Councils will meet in Dubbo. As part of the agenda, members
will receive a presentation from Professor Joseph Drew, who will discuss the sustainability of Country
Councils.

We Are Family

‘We Are Family’ is a NSW State Government initiative to grow the relationship between children and
family pets. It seeks to educate expectant and new parents on the benefits and joys of children
experiencing pet ownership. It details potential risks and provides knowledge, skills and strategies to
make sure the child/pet experience is safe whilst at the same time, emotionally enriching.

The web-based program provides a significant amount of advice in respect of dog ownership. For
instance, the site notes that any dog can bite when feeling threatened or under stress, regardless of its
breed, age or size. Some dog owners underestimate their pet’s potential to bite. Young children are
most at risk from dog attacks, especially those aged 0 to 4 years. Most dog attacks happen at home, or
in familiar environments. As part of preventing dog attacks, it’s a case of spotting the signs. Frightened
dogs can suddenly bite so it’s important to recognise any early signs of anxiety in your dog. Pay
attention to your dog’s body language and take note of slight changes in its tail posture, fur and facial
expressions. These signals combine to give a picture of your dog’s emotional state. By understanding
your dog’s body language and avoiding situations that cause them stress, you’ll create a safer
environment for everyone.

To further reduce the risk of dog bites, it is important that children and dogs are actively supervised or
that you keep them separated. Children and adults should pat a dog’s side, not its head; never hug a dog
around the neck as some dogs find it overwhelming; be gentle when playing. Rough play can excite or
scare a dog; give dogs alone time. Never bother a dog when it’s eating, sleeping or caring for puppies;
and never stare intensely at a dog. They can interpret this as threatening behaviour.

More information is available at the following link: https://www.wearefamily.nsw.gov.au

Quote: “Townsville has received almost an entire year's worth of rain in just over a week.” - A9
Network News report from last week.
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