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Back O Bourke Easter Festival

Friday, 18 April 2025 till Monday, 21 April 2025 are the dates for Easter this year. Once again, the
Bourke community and visitors will come together to celebrate the annual Back O’ Bourke Easter
Festival. 2025 is a special year for the Festival with this year being the Festival’s 10t anniversary. This
year will also see all the usual activities return, including music at the Back O Bourke Café Deck on Easter
Friday, Colour Run, Wool Bale Rolling, Markets, and Old Boys Rugby Union on Easter Saturday, along
with the hugely popular Easter Egg hunt at the Back O’ Bourke Exhibition Centre and then the Back O
Bourke Race Club’s Annual Picnic Race meeting, both on Easter Sunday.

A return of the Easter Saturday Street Parade along with a re-union of former and current staff from the
Bourke Hospital/Multi-Purpose Facility will also be held over the weekend. If you're a former staff
member at the hospital and interested in getting involved, please contact Patricia Bates- Canty.

Locals, schools and student’s, sports teams, charities, businesses, and families are all encouraged to get
creative and start planning either a float or a display for Easter Saturday morning. Council is also looking
for food vans, balloon wizards, and cooking royalty to help sprinkle some fun at the Easter Saturday
Markets. So, if you’ve got a talent for whipping up Easter wonders or simply want to make your market
stall debut, give our team at the Back O' Bourke Information & Exhibition Centre a call at (02) 6872 1321
or drop them an email at info@backobourke.com.au

Road works

With the Christmas/New Year holiday season now a distant memory, Councils road crews have been
back at it. In early February, a further 3 kilometres of seal was completed on Main Road 404, being the
Bourke to Hungerford Road. These sealing works stemmed from various community requests at Village
meetings over the years. With the recent flow of water in the Warrego River, Council took the
opportunity to form up the works and undertake the sealing in the New Year.

Council crews have now moved back to Rural Local Road 49, the West Culgoa Road, from where they
left off last year. Work to reform, lift the height, and lime stabilize an initial 5 kilometres of the road
surface is well underway. Council expects to complete these kilometres of initial 5 kilometres of works in
coming weeks.

On the issue of roads, Council was disappointed to receive advice that applications for funding that
Council had made to the Australian Government through the Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure
Program, had been unsuccessful. Council had made two applications being to complete the sealing of
the Wanaaring Road project and construct a replacement dual lane bridge at the Cuttaburra No 1
crossing. With a second round of funding announced the same week, roads staff wasted no time in
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submitting a further application to complete the sealing of the final 9.6 kilometres of this unsealed
section of Wanaaring Road.

NSW Councils

There have been many articles in the media of late regarding the financial state of NSW councils off the
back of proposals by Northern Beaches Council to increase rates by 40% over three (3) years and North
Sydney Council by 87% over two (2) years. Both have their respective reasons as to why they require the
additional funding, and whilst | make no comment on the funding proposals, | will leave that with the
Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) as they determine the proposals, the level of the
proposed rate increases again highlights the ever increasing issue of all councils across NSW funding
ageing infrastructure.

This is not a new issue. | clearly remember back in 2010 when the then Dubbo City Council gave a
presentation to OROC Councils on their call for government funding for what was then a $25m backlog
of infrastructure funding for assets like buildings, parks, footpaths, kerb and guttering, bridges and, of
course, roads. The Council had engaged the former head of the NSW Treasury, Professor Percy Allen, to
undertake an assessment of the city’s finances and infrastructure funding requirements. The Professors
engagement was in response to staff advising the Council and the community that Dubbo was facing a
“tsunami” of road failures given that at the time, a significant amount of their roads had been
constructed in the 1960’s and 1970’s and without intervention, were approaching the end of their
serviceable life. Bourke Council was also discussing this issue back in 2010. Every council in NSW, and for
that matter across Australia, are facing this “tsunami” of road failures unless there is more funding.

President of Local Government NSW, the peak local government body in NSW representing most
councils in NSW, Councillor Phylis Miller from Forbes Shire Council, was reported in the Sydney Morning
Herald recently saying that “more than half of NSW Councils were under financial stress” and that
“Sydney councils are doing slightly better than regional councils thanks to......... parking meters.” One
could only imagine the funds required by the likes of Northern Beaches and North Sydney councils
without the multi million dollars of revenue they obtain through parking income.

The Legislative Council of the NSW Parliament via its Standing Committee on State Development is
currently undertaking an inquiry into the ability of local governments to fund infrastructure and
services. In May 2024, Council provided a formal submission to the Inquiry. The Terms of Refence for
the inquiry include the level of income councils require to adequately meet the needs of their
communities; current levels of service delivery and financial sustainability in local government, including
the impact of cost shifting on service delivery and financial sustainability, and whether this has changed
over time; to assess the social and economic impacts of the rate peg in NSW for ratepayers, councils,
and council staff over the last 20 years and compare with other jurisdictions; and also, compare the rate
peg as it currently exists to alternative approaches with regards to the outcomes for ratepayers,
councils, and council staff.

In addition to Councils formal submission, Councils former Mayor, Barry Holman, and | gave evidence to
the Committee via audio-visual link in June 2024. At that point we were questioned on road funding,
grant submissions and funding, disaster funding and recovery, asset management, rate levels, and
developer contributions. From my perspective, the issue that must be kept at front of mind when
discussing alternative funding approaches is the community’s capacity to pay. The current cost of living
crisis has clearly shown the high number of families that are already on the financial edge.

With the Federal Governments Financial Assistance Grants (FAG’s) to all Australian Councils down from
1% of federal taxation revenue in 1996 to 0.5% these days, it will be interesting to see the outcome of



the State Government Inquiry. On the issue of FAG grants to councils, | was pleased to see that the NSW
Country Mayors Association (CMA), of which Council is a member, has called for the Australian
Government and Opposition to commit to the restoration of Commonwealth funding for Local
Government. The CMA raised concerns that this reduction in FAG revenue was a major contributing
factor to the financial sustainability challenges that many Councils in rural and regional NSW currently
face. The CMA noted that declining “Commonwealth contributions, coupled with rate pegging in NSW
and increasing operating costs are making it very difficult for Councils, and particularly country Councils,
to continue to deliver services and infrastructure at the levels our communities need.”

Cat Desexing

Early desexing of cats benefits your feline friend, your community and your wallet. Desexing significantly
reduces the risk of serious feline health problems such as uterine infections, mammary cancer and
testicular cancer. Desexed cats tend to roam less which can reduce their likelihood of getting lost or
injured; reduce their risk of contracting diseases and fighting with other cats and assists in protecting
native wildlife.

All cats must be registered by 12 weeks of age, requiring a one-off payment. If a cat isn’t desexed by
four (4) months of age, the owner must pay an annual permit fee until it is desexed. The Cat Protection
Society of NSW, RSPCA NSW, and the Animal Welfare League NSW can provide expert advice on
desexing, adoption and ways you can help cats in your community. Find out more at:
petregistry.olg.nsw.gov.au

Quote: “There was nothing we could do, the fire had already taken hold with flames venting out the
front windows,” Fire and Rescue NSW superintendent Adam Dewburry on a recent house fire that saw
a mother and child perish. Please regularly check your smoke alarms.



