
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Essential Energy Grants Program  
  
Essential Energy has launched its 2025 Community Grants program, with applications closing on 
Monday, 31 March 2025. The program aims to support eligible community groups contributing towards 
positive outcomes for regional communities. Grants up to the value of $15,000 are available for 
community-based initiatives supporting the environment, education, resilience or related to the energy 
transition. 
  
Eligible groups include not-for-profit organisations, charities and community groups located within 
Essential Energy’s network area, which is basically the majority of NSW, except for the Newcastle, 
Sydney, and Wollongong areas of NSW and the Australian Capital Territory. Since 2018, Essential Energy 
has contributed more than $1.1 million to 1,560 community groups through previous programs. The 
Essential Energy Grants Program continues this support, with a focus on initiatives that align with their 
corporate and sustainability strategies. 
  
If you are a member of a local community and are interested in applying for funding to assist your 
group, more information about the program can be found at essentialenergy.com.au/essentialgrants 
  
Bank Closure Moratorium 

I was pleased to recently learn that Australia’s ‘Big Four’ banks, being the ANZ, Commonwealth, 
National Australia (NAB) and Westpac, have entered into an agreement with the Australian Government 
that will see the banks keep their regional bank branches open until at least July 2027. This 28-month 
closure moratorium is certainly good news for residents of Bourke Shire where the community currently 
has access to branches of the Commonwealth and National Australia banks. 

Since 2017, it is understood that some 35% of bank branches in regional Australia have closed. This is 
certainly a rather daunting per centage figure given that bank closures leave communities without a 
physical banking presence for the community to withdraw cash or open an account. 

One option that was reportedly being considered by the Government as part of its efforts to stem the 
high number of bank closures, was the potential imposition of a levy on those banks with little or no 
regional presence. The funds from the levy would then be used to prop up regional branches. I’m not so 
sure as to how successful such a levy would have been as undoubtedly the banks, like most business, 
would seek to simply pass on these extra costs to customers wherever they could. Remember the now-
paused decision by one of the ‘Big Four” banks to charge customers $3 to withdraw cash from 
branches?  
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In addition to the closure mortarium, it has been reported that the Commonwealth, NAB and Westpac 
banks have also reached new in-principle agreements with Australia Post's banking service, Bank@Post. 
ANZ has also apparently agreed to the terms on which it will sign up to the service. 

Bank@Post is a partnership between Australia Post and banks to provide banking services through over 
3,500 of its participating post office outlets. The service allows bank customers to do basic banking — 
like depositing and withdrawing cash or checking their balance — at post offices.  

Whilst digital banking is prevalent in most people’s lives these days, it would be a very sad day for 
Bourke if, come post July 2027, the Shire was to lose its face-to-face banking services. Banks are an 
essential service in remote communities such as Bourke.  Banks employ local residents and are very 
important facilities in the community. 

Children in Cars 

Leaving a child unattended in a locked car under any circumstances is illegal, with significant penalties 
a result. More so however, leaving a child alone in a car can result in catastrophic consequences. For 
instance, temperatures inside a car can reach more than 70 degrees in just a few minutes – even if the 
outside temperature is 30 degrees. Consider the regular 40 plus degrees of outside temperatures in 
Bourke, and the temperatures inside a car become even more dangerous for a child. With a child’s 
body temperature rising three to five times faster than an adult (source: Kidsafe Victoria) they are put 
at a greater risk of life-threating heat stroke, brain injury, heart and lung failure and dehydration 

Larger cars heat up as quickly as small vehicles as do vehicles with light colour trim compared to dark 
trim. Leaving the windows down slightly also has little effect on the inside temperature, with tests 
having shown that when windows are left open by 10cm, it only reduces the inside temperature by 
five (5) degrees. 

During 2024, the NRMA responded to 1846 calls where a child or a pet was locked in a car. Most of 
these cases were accidental with parents or carers unintentionally locking their keys – along with their 
children – in the car.  

One of the common causes of where parents have accidently locked their children in the car relates to 
keyless entry features in modern cars. With some car models, as soon as the key is inside the vehicle 
and the door is shut, the car automatically locks, with the parent or carer then potentially stranded 
outside the vehicle. Even if you're confident that your car wont self-lock, best not to test the 
technology with your child inside the vehicle. The Royal Automobile Club and NRMA have provided 
the following advice for motorists driving with Children – ensure windows are open before placing 
them in the car to prevent auto-locking, then close them once driving; never let children play with 
keys – pop the keys into your pocket; minimise distractions when loading the car; and ideally, keep 
keys secure with a lanyard or clip. 

Where the situation is life-threatening, the best thing to do is to call 000 straight away. 

Tour de OROC 
 
Advice has been received that following a previous scheduling adjustment due to COVID-19, the staging 
of the Tour de OROC will return to the event’s traditional timing that will see the cycling event 
commence on the Monday of the October long weekend in every second year. 
 



For 2025, this means that the popular fund-raising event will take place from Monday 6 October to 
Saturday 11 October 2025. Whilst event organisers are still to determine the final route, it is anticipated 
that the peloton will cycle from Cobar and overnight in Bourke on Thursday 9 October 2025.  
 
The Tour de OROC has been a fantastic fundraising initiative which has resulted in over $1 million being 
contributed to the Macquarie Home Stay facility in Dubbo. Home Stay provides affordable, low-cost, 
quality accommodation for patients, their partner or escort, pre, during and post medical treatment in 
Dubbo. It has been a literal life saver for many residents of Bourke who are required to attend Dubbo 
for medical procedures. It is for this reason that Bourke has generally been the most generous of fund 
raising towns during past Tour events.  
 
On the topic of Home Stay, I was pleased to learn that the construction of a further 26 units to support 
those patients and their carers who are travelling to Dubbo and need accommodation as they attend 
the Western Cancer Centre, is now complete with the first guests having arrived. As Bourke residents, 
we are very fortunate to have a very dedicated group of people who oversee the operation of Home 
Stay in Dubbo for the benefit of those residents who generally reside to the west of Dubbo.   
 
Poker Machine Losses 
 
Combined poker machine users in NSW are now losing more than $1m an hour on NSW machines with 
the latest data showing that pubs and clubs pulled in a combined $8.64 billion in gaming revenue in 
2024. In the last three months of 2024, gamblers in NSW lost on average over $1 million an hour playing 
poker machines. This equates to losses of $24,601,472 a day. 
 
The latest quarterly data for the year ending 31 December 2024, sourced from Liquor and Gaming NSW, 
shows a 7 per cent increase in net gaming profit among pubs and clubs compared to the same last 
quarter period in 2023, and a 6.3 per cent increase for the full year – the steepest increase in at least six 
years. 
 
Unless you own a hotel, or run a club, with poker machines, these are not good societal figures. With 
significant media as to the current “cost of living crisis”, you really have to wonder where all the cash is 
actually coming from?   
 
Quote: “Mr President, we want to introduce you to the toughest game on earth, rugby league, in the 
world’s sport and entertainment capital, Las Vegas.” Australian Rugby League Commission Chairman, 
Peter V’landys inviting Donald Trump to the NRL’s launch in Vegas, held last weekend. 
 


