
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Replacement Prime Mover 

In early February this year, Council took delivery of a replacement prime mover to undertake side tipper 
and water tanker work, along with float work transporting plant and equipment. The new truck is an 
Australian made Kenworth, T659 Day Cab model which replaces a Western Star 4800FS Prime Mover 
which Council previously acquired in December 2014. With Councils extensive road network, it is 
important that it maintains a suitable fleet of plant and equipment to undertake the required road 
works in the Shire 

The new T659 was ordered in December 2023 following a resolution of Council that same month to 
progress the matter. With a Cummins X15 Euro V engine rated at 550 horse power and an Eaton Fuller 
18 speed Roadranger manual transmission, the sloping bonnet of the truck is rather distinctive and 
undoubtedly gives excellent visibility for the driver, which is obviously most important. I am told that 
the truck comes with a drop front frame which enables room for a large radiator providing outstanding cooling 
for the engine in the most arduous of conditions, which it will be subjected to as part of its daily chores during the 
hot summer months of Bourke. 
 
With the T659 model being utilised in the heavy truck marketplace by operators ranging from general 
freight to logging, mining or livestock applications, I am confident that in joining with Councils existing 
three (3) other Kenworth products, the new prime mover will provide reliable and efficient service to 
Council. 

Young Aboriginal Leaders Program 

In New South Wales, there are two (2) houses of Parliament. These are the Legislative Assembly  
and the Legislative Council. The political party, or coalition of parties, that holds the majority in the 
Legislative Assembly is commissioned by the Governor to form Government. 
 
The other house, being the Legislative Council, is known as the Upper House of the NSW Parliament, 
with its role being to scrutinise Government legislation and hold the Government to account and 
because of this role it is called the ‘House of Review.’ The NSW Legislative Council was the first 
legislative body in Australia, having been established in 1823. 
 
As part of celebrating the 200 years of the Legislative Council, the Parliament of NSW has launched its 
first-ever Young Aboriginal Leaders Program. Described by the Parliament as “a tailored initiative 
designed to empower and inspire young leaders across the State,” this residential leadership program, 
to be held from 17-20 June 2025 at the Parliament of NSW in Sydney, is open to young aboriginal 
leaders aged from 18 to 25 and will “provide a culturally grounded experience focused on leadership, 
networking, and community impact.” 
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Participants will develop leadership and communication skills; learn about parliamentary processes.  
engage with Aboriginal leaders, learn about real-world case studies and deliver a speech in the 
Legislative Council Chamber at Parliament House. To ensure that young leaders from every part of NSW 
can participate, all travel, accommodation, and meal expenses for successful applicants are covered by 
the Parliament. This Program is a fantastic opportunity for young aboriginal people to potentially learn 
significant leadership skills that they can take with them their whole life.  
 
If you’re interested, you need to complete the application form, provide the required documentation 
and submit it all to Parliament by 4 April 2025. You can access the application form by going to the 
Parliament’s website at: https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au and then enter YALP as the keyword in the 
search section on the home page. If you have any questions or require assistance to complete the 
application form, you can contact the Aboriginal Engagement team at YALP@parliament.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Pet Registry 
  
Back in March 2023, the NSW Government announced a digital renovation of the NSW Pet Registry. 
In announcing the new digital Registry, the Government advised that it was seeking to strengthen 
animal welfare standards and promote responsible pet ownership through a state-of-the art, user-
friendly portal, making it easier for vets, owners and rehoming organisations to ensure animal details 
are up to date and allow delay free transfers. 
  
With the Office of Local Government and Department of Customer Service joining forces, a pilot 
program, which involved various breeders and new pet owners, was undertaken. Breeders were easily 
able to enter litters of puppies and kittens, vets could add microchip numbers, and owner transfers 
were instant. 
  
Fast forward two (2) years and the Stage 1 of the NSW Pet Registry portal is now up and running 
offering a secure end-to-end digital solution for pet registration for owners and breeders. The new pet 
registry reduces paperwork and make it faster and easier to update and track critical information like 
change of address and ownership transfers, while providing real-time reminders for regulatory 
requirements like desexing. Stage 2 of the Registry, being the Council & Ranger Portal, has also been 
delivered.  
  
Future Stages, being 3 to 5, will roll out between mid 2025 through to March 2026 with these future 
planned stages being Stage 3 – Vet Portal; Stage 4 – Shelter, Pound & Rehoming Portal; and Stage 5 – 
Welfare Agency Portal. 
  
With these significant changes to the Pet Registry comes tighter controls and improved functionality for 
breeders and new owners. Some of the changes have brought changes to the Companion Animals 
Regulation 2018 (legislation that is in support of the Companion Animals Act 1998) into action. 
  
Now that Stages 1 and 2 of the portals roll out are functional, the major changes are: 

• All puppies and kittens must be (Lifetime) Registered by 12 weeks of age or upon transfer, 
whichever happens first. 

• Pets sold or given away before 12 weeks of age MUST be registered immediately by the owners 
upon receiving ownership. 

• Late registration, after 12 weeks of age, will automatically incur a fine. 
• Transfers to new owners are immediate (including interstate and overseas owners). There is no 

longer the requirement for new owner to claim the pet. 
• Transfers to interstate or overseas owners do not need a Service NSW or Pet Registry account. 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/
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• SMS and email notifications are sent to owners and breeders to make them aware of obligations 
re desexing, breeder discount of fees etc 

  
Further information for pet owners is available at: https://www.petregistry.olg.nsw.gov.au 
  
Free Swimming Lessons  

One of the most important life skills that one can learn is the ability to swim. I find it rather sad when I 
hear of kids or adults who can’t swim. It was recently announced that the NSW Government has 
committed $6 million for 'learn to swim' programs to be rolled out across the State. To facilitate the 
program, fifteen learn to swim providers have been appointed to deliver learn to swim and water safety 
programs across the State. 

Under the new program, those at-risk children and young adults will be able to access as many as 10 
lessons completely free of charge to ensure they develop basic swimming and anti-drowning skills. The 
providers will deliver free learn to swim and water safety lessons to all major at-risk demographic 
communities, and as a remote and regional locality, which has a river on its doorstep, Bourke is on the 
list. Like most programmes there is criteria that is required to be met to qualify for the program. 

The provider who will deliver the free learn to swim and water safety lessons in Bourke during the 
summer of 2025/2026, along with the towns of Brewarrina, Walgett and Wilcannia, is called Bell Leisure. 
They have been in contact with the State Schools in Bourke, and at a latter point in the year will be 
reaching out to young adults in the community who can’t swim. If you're a parent or carer of young 
children, or know of a young adult, who can’t swim, or who can’t swim properly, and information 
regarding the availability of these lessons comes to your attention, you are encouraged to act such that 
your young ones are part of the free program. Please. 

Vegas 
 
The launch of the 2025 National Rugby League (NRL) season has come and gone and it would appear 
that it’s been a great success. Some 4,000 people filled the very impressive Allegiant Stadium in Las 
Vegas to watch four games of rugby league on the opening day. The talk is that four games was one (1) 
game too many with plans underway already for next year's launch, being year 3 of a five-year plan 
involving Vegas. Already the question is being asked: “Where to after Vegas?” 
 
Quote: “As long as autumn lasts, I shall not have hands, canvas and colours enough to paint the 
beautiful things I see” – Dutch painter, Vincent Van Gogh. 
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