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Native Fish Stocking Grants 
 
In September 2024, Bourke’s “Aint Caught Nuffin’ Fishing Club” were awarded grant funding of $12,000 
under the State Governments Community Native Fish Stocking Grants Program. Whilst this is certainly 
good news and will allow the Club to stock the Darling River with either Murray Cod and/or Golden 
Perch during the 2024/25 season, the further good news is that applications under the fund for 2025 are 
now open, closing on Friday 9 May 2025. 
 
The community native fish stocking grants program provides two dollars in funds for every one dollar in 
funds offered by community groups to stock native fish (Murray Cod, Golden Perch) into rivers and dams 
across NSW.  The objectives of the program are to “support local communities in the stocking of high value 
native fish to protect and enhance our valuable state-wide recreational fisheries. The program also 
supports the development of regional aquaculture ventures which produce high quality fish stock for 
release into public waters to benefit recreational fishers.” 
 
If you're wanting to learn more about the program and the process, further information is available at the 
following link: https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/recreational/resources/stocking/CNFS 
 
Mobile Phone Coverage 
 
In late February 2025, the Federal Government announced reforms that will require mobile carriers to 
provide access to mobile voice and SMS services almost everywhere across Australia.  Under the 
acronym of UOMO (Universal Outdoor Mobile Obligation) the reforms will ensure that up to 5 million 
square kilometres of new competitive outdoor mobile coverage across Australia being covered. This 
includes over 37,000 kilometres of additional coverage on regional roads. Surely that will mean that the 
Mitchell Highway from Nyngan to the Queensland border, and beyond, will be covered along with the 
majority of the roads and landholders in the Bourke Shire. The Government state that “outdoor 
coverage will be accessible almost anywhere where Australians can see the sky.” 
 
The Government’s policy objectives from UOMO are to:  
 

• expand Triple Zero access for Australians across the nation;  
• expand outdoor voice and SMS coverage into existing mobile black spots; and 
• improve the availability of mobile signals during disasters and power outages. 

 
The reforms are only possible due to the transformative global innovations in Low Earth Orbit Satellites 
(LEOSats), and the arrival of Direct to Device (D2D) technology, which enables signals from space direct 
to mobile devices. The Government has advised that it will consult and introduce legislation in 2025 to 
expand the universal service framework to incorporate mobile coverage for the first time. 
Implementation of outdoor SMS and voice will then be expected by late 2027.   
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Survey Infrastructure  
 
The NSW Department of Customer Services - Spatial Services Division provides the state with its spatial 
and land information services. They are the foundation to NSW’s mapping and spatial information 
systems that enables the community, business and government to gain the maximum benefit from land 
and property information to generate economic growth and prosperity. On behalf of the Surveyor-
General of NSW, the Spatial Services Division manages the impact of survey mark destruction through 
the Preservation of Survey Infrastructure (POSI) program. 
 
Survey marks form a key component in the State’s positioning infrastructure and provide a wealth of 
information to a range of people in the community. Often unnoticed, survey marks play an essential role 
in defining property boundaries and supporting land investment and infrastructure development. There 
are a variety of survey marks, like the Permanent Survey Mark that is the Trig Station located on the 
Sydney road, some 30 south of Bourke. Then there are Boundary Marks, Alignment Marks, Reference 
Trees, Star Picket Marks, Identification Plates, Permanent Marks on roadways and all the way through to 
Paint Marks. 
 
It is estimated that the unauthorised destruction and subsequent loss of survey marks costs NSW a $1m 
per year.  These costs are predominantly borne by landowners, government, developers, and the 
general community. 
 
The value of a survey mark generally relates either to its exact location, or its relationship to property 
boundaries. Survey marks are used for a variety of applications that are not always immediately clear. 
This can include: 
 

• Surveying, GIS, and mapping, 
• Engineering and construction, 
• Town planning, transport, and asset management, 
• Environmental and resource management, 
• Land use (e.g., mining, agriculture), 
• Spatially enabling different datasets. 

 
Surveyors use survey marks to re-establish the accurate location of property boundaries giving 
confidence to landowners and other stakeholders. This information is recorded on a Deposited Plan, 
which constitutes the delineation of a property title and demarcates the boundaries of a land parcel. 
 
Survey marks can also contain an accurate position and height telling users where exactly we are in the 
State, and how high or low we are located relative to sea level. This information is important for 
engineering, infrastructure development, mapping, flood studies, resource and environmental 
management, and other applications requiring a spatial component. 
 
As I have mentioned, over the last decade in excess of $1 million worth of permanent survey marks have 
been destroyed in NSW per year. In this regard there are procedures in place for times when a survey 
mark has to be removed or replaced. If you are doing development and there is a survey mark that 
needs to be removed, I would refer you to the NSW Surveyor Generals Direction Number 11 -
Preservation of Survey Infrastructure. 
 
Wild Dog Fence Extension Project 
 
I think it’s fair to say that there was a sense of relief, and for that matter, a considerable amount of 
excitement, amongst landowners whose properties are located adjacent to the NSW/Queensland and 



NSW/South Australian borders, when the Wild Dog Fence Extension project was announced in 2019. The 
funding commitment of the NSW Government was $37.5 million. 
 
At the time of the announcement, the NSW Border Wild Dog Fence was around 583 km in length along 
the NSW and Queensland / South Australian borders. Through the project, the fence was proposed to be 
extended by 420 km in the east adjacent to Mungindi with a further extension of 322 km in the south 
just short of the Murray River. When complete, the extension will take the total length of the fence to 
just over 1,300 km. 
 
Unfortunately, nearly six (6) year’s on, the project is nowhere near being delivered as it continues to be 
affected by planning approval delays. Such as the planning issues in NSW that the fence alignment is 
now planned to be erected on Queensland land, on the northern side of the existing fence. My 
understanding is that the NSW Wild Dog Fence team has undertaken early engagement with 
Queensland approval authorities via its planning consultants who are preparing a range of applications 
that will come to Queensland authorities for approval. Specialist reports to support these applications 
are substantially progressed but are not yet finalised.  
 
At a recent Border Regional Organisation of Councils (BROC) meeting, it was advised that an initial 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) had been signed between Paroo Shire and the relevant NSW 
government department regarding the project and subsequent maintenance of the fence. Whilst this 
MOU had been signed by the Council, it was not signed by the government department. Rather, an 
amended document was issued which removed departmental responsibility for the repair and 
maintenance of the fence. As yet, this amended document has not been signed by Paroo Council. I for 
one certainly appreciate the concerns of Paroo Shire in relation to the maintenance responsibility for 
the fence. Hopefully these matters are sorted in the short term. 
 
Whilst the current priority of the Wild Dog Fence team is to complete 32kms of fence on the South 
Australian border reconnecting the SA and NSW dog fences, Bourke Shire landholders in the north of 
the Shire, adjacent to the border, continue to face the destruction of their livestock by feral pests. 
Unfortunately, there is still much work to do to finalise, submit, and assess applications for work in 
Queensland. In response the NSW Cross Border Commissioner has advised that landholders should 
proceed with whatever fencing solutions meet their needs now. The Wild Dog Fence project is not 
intending to replace any exclusion fencing constructed by others within the project zone, noting that at 
least 77km of Queensland Feral Pest Initiative funded exclusion fencing has already been delivered on 
the NSW/Queensland border within the Wild Dog Fence zone. 
 
I really cannot say when the new fence will be finally delivered. 
 
Quote: “"This is certainly an event that doesn't happen a lot for this part of the state ... I am asking 
Queenslanders to be ready for it," – Queensland Premier David Crisafulli talking on the impending 
Alfred weather pattern. 
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