
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Twilight Stret Fiesta 
 
We are now but two (2) days away from the staging of the NSW Government funded, Bourke Twilight 
Street Fiesta to be held this Saturday, 29 March 2025. Commencing at 4:00pm and running through till 
9:00pm at the Darling Park and Wharf Precinct in Bourke, the event promises an array of FREE 
entertainment, along with cultural cuisine, BBQ delights, and engaging street performers. 
 
The frontline FREE entertainers on the day will be Fanny Lumsden and The Buckleys. I have previously 
written about these performers; however, I consider it appropriate to again let readers know about 
these excellent top liners for the day. 
  
Edwina Lumsden has been the winner of two (2) ARIA and nine (9) Golden Guitar awards at the 
Tamworth Country Music Festival. Her album HEY DAWN took out the 2023 ARIA for Best Country 
Album, the CMAA Golden Guitar for the Alt-Country Album of the Year and 2024 Country Album of the 
year at the AIRA Awards.  
 
The three (3) Buckley siblings have achieved five (5) top 5 charting singles and four (4) CMAA Golden 
Guitar nominations including “Group of The Year” since coming together to form The Buckleys. The 
band have taken their live show to stages across Australia and the United States including appearances 
at Nashville’s iconic Bluebird Cafe, LA, New York and Florida. 
 
I look forward to seeing a large turnout of the community for the Twilight Stret Fiesta. 
 
Health Survey 
 
The Western NSW Local Health District and the Western NSW Primary Health Network want to 
understand more about the health experiences of people living in our community. The results of this 
survey will provide valuable advice to guide these organisations in working together on health 
improvements for the community. 
 
To complete the survey, which closes on 31 March 2025, simply access the survey at: 
https://bit.ly/HealthAndWellbeing Survey and share your ideas. 
 
North Bourke Bridge 
 
Two (2) reports were submitted to this week's March monthly Council meeting in respect of the North 
Bourke Bridge. 
 
 

“From the  
General Manager’s Desk – 

27 March 2025” 
     



The first report provided a project update in respect of the bridge. As most readers would be aware, the 
timber approaches to the bridge were demolished in November last year. Whilst there was some 
comment at the time against the demolition, the ease with which the bridge approaches were 
demolished, because of the very poor quality of the timber, reflected the advice of Councils bridge 
engineering consultants who raised their concerns and provided advice “that the approach spans should 
be demolished as early as practicable.” Most of the bridge’s piers were essentially sitting on the ground 
surface with the below ground components having rotted away. One (1) pier of the bridge was able to 
be salvaged and delivered to Councils depot, where it is now covered away from the weather, and it is 
intended that this pier will be utilised in the future as part of the Heritage Interpretation Plan for the 
Bridge.  
 
At the same time as preparing the necessary background documentation to allow for this demolition, 
Councils expert bridge engineering consultants and NSW Public Works have worked together to 
undertake the design phase for the restoration of the Bridge. In this regard, they have now completed 
the following documents which were endorsed by Councils meeting earlier this week: 
 

• Statement of Heritage Impact for Removal of the Timber Approach Spans and Adaptive Reuse as 
a Footbridge; 

• Heritage Interpretation Strategy; 
• A Detailed Design Report; and  
• Detailed Designs for the construction of east and west approach spans, make safe and 

rehabilitation works on the lift span, feature and pedestrian lighting on the Bridge and approach 
spans and heritage interpretation. 

In undertaking the preparation of the detailed designs for the restoration of the Bridge, it was necessary 
for a condition report to be prepared with this involving the engagement of divers to examine the 
underwater section of the Bridge. I am happy to advise that the remaining steel section of the Bridge 
that remains in-situ, is in “good” condition. In this regard, the report provides that the term excellent 
condition is reserved for new assets whilst the next highest rating being a “good” condition. The 
definition for this rating states that there are “No noteworthy deficiencies that affect the condition of 
the bridge. Insignificant damage and defects only with negligible misalignment. No work required.” 
Suggestions and speculation by some, now that the approaches are gone, that the steel structure “will 
be removed next,” are simply incorrect. Any such attempt to do so is simply not supported by the 
findings in the documentation.   

The estimated cost provided to undertake the necessary restoration works is $5.7m. A Cost Benefit 
Analysis has also been prepared for the project which demonstrates that the project is expected to 
generate a Benefit-Cost Ratio of 1.21, which confirms the project’s strong potential to deliver positive 
economic and community outcomes. 
 
The report also gave an update in respect of a recent application by Council for funding for the project, 
as made to the Australian Government. This application was unfortunately unsuccessful, with efforts to 
secure funding to continue as a priority.  
 
The second report submitted to Council related to obtaining environmental approval for the proposed 
restoration works. Conditional approval was granted to the identified works with completion of this 
environmental documentation, and the previously described documentation, meaning that Council is in 
a position such that, pending receipt of grant funding, it can proceed to invite tenders for the 
construction of the east and west approach spans, repairs to the lift span, installation of lighting and 
interpretation, all in one mobilisation. The project is now very much “shovel ready.”  
 



COVID Memories 
 
Tuesday 11 March 2025 was the fifth anniversary of when the World Health Organisation declared 
COVID-19 as a global pandemic. It was certainly the start of a very turbulent period across the world 
with more than 7 million people ultimately dying from the virus. In Australia, the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics have reported that during the period of the pandemic, being from March 2020 till 30 January 
2024, 21,827 people in Australia died from or with COVID-19. The underlying cause of death for 17,276 
of these people was COVID-19 whilst there were a further 4,551 people who died of other causes (e.g. 
cancer) but COVID-19 contributed to their death.  Chronic cardiac conditions were the most common 
pre-existing chronic condition for those who had COVID-19 certified as the underlying cause of their 
death in Australia. The virus is still being transferred amongst humans today, with the World Health 
Organisation, on its COVID-19 tracker, identifying that from March 2020 till 2 March 2025, more than 
777 million people had contracted the virus in the 5-year period. 
 
Unless you were personally affected with a strong dose of COVID or experienced the unfortunate COVID 
related passing of a family member or close friend, it’s possibly somewhat easy to forget what 
happened during the most turbulent periods of the pandemic. Some of this turbulence from my 
memory included the closure of businesses and schools; the cancellation of ANZAC Day services due to 
the imposition of Public Health Orders which in part, prohibited public gatherings of over two (2) 
people; state borders being closed; stay at home orders being imposed;  food drops being made to 
households in Bourke as  managed by the Maranguka Community Hub and delivered to households by 
members of the Bourke Rural Fire Service; the regularity of meetings of the Bourke Local Emergency 
Management Committee; the holding of remote Council meetings using audio-visual links; the 
cancellation of the Council elections on two (2) occasions and the commencement of the phenonium 
now known as “working from home.”  

What also stood out from memory was the excellent work undertaken by all emergency services, but 
particularly those members of the NSW Police Force attached to the Central Northern Command here in 
Bourke. Police acted as a conduit between the various emergency bodies and the community at all 
levels. During situations like the pandemic, a Local Emergency Operations Controller (LEOCON) is 
appointed to coordinate the response locally with this role expertly undertaken in Bourke at differing 
times during COVID by Officers such Andrew Hurst (now Acting Assistant Commissioner and 
Commander of the Police Transformation Office), Inspector Jeff Little (now retired), and Superintendent 
Tim Chinn (now Commander of the Orana Mid-Western Police region based in Dubbo), all of whom 
undertook a very sound job with significant support from their fellow officers. 

I for one, would certainly not like to see a repeat of the Pandemic. 
 
Quote:"If you don't like the road you're walking, start paving another one." – American Singer Dolly 
Parton  

 
 


