
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Minister for Roads  

I wrote in last week's Column of a recent application made by Council for funding for the North Bourke 
Bridge restoration project. In submitting its application, Council was able to provide 21 letters of 
support from a variety of sources, with Council being most appreciative of all letters as provided.   

Letters were forthcoming from our local member for the Federal Seat of Parkes, the Hon Mark Coulton 
MP, and our local member for the State Seat of Barwon, Roy Butler MP. Also providing a letter of 
support was the Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP in her capacity as the NSW Minister for Regional Transport. In 
her letter, the Minister acknowledged various discussions with Council regarding the project; 
acknowledged Councils long strategic objective to improve access to the Bridge; and further 
acknowledged that the rebuilding of the approaches leading to the heritage bridge would address 
existing pedestrian and cyclist safety issues given that the width of the existing Gateway Bridge does not 
allow for an actual pedestrian/cycleway lane to be provided.   

Following a recent reshuffle of his cabinet, the NSW Premier the Hon Chris Minns announced the 
appointment of Minister Aitchison to the significant role as the NSW Minister for Roads. This means that 
she is now the Minister for Roads and the Minister for Regional Transport. Following the Ministerial 
reshuffle, Councils Mayor, Lachlan Ford took the opportunity to write to the Minister to both 
congratulate on her appointment, and further to thank her for her letter of support. 
   
Twilight Street Fiesta 
 
Congratulations and thank you to all involved in the staging of last Saturday's Twilight Street Fiesta held 
at Bourke’s Darling Park and Wharf precinct.  Funded under the NSW Governments “Reconnecting 
Regional NSW – Community Events Program,” a fantastic evening of activities was rolled out.  

Having now watched Fanny Lumsden entertain live, I can fully appreciate why she has won two (2) ARIA 
and nine (9) Golden Guitar awards at the Tamworth Country Music Festival. She was super. The same 
can be said of The Buckleys. Great entertainment all round. 

Easter Festival 

With a successful Street Fiesta behind us, the events focus in Bourke now shifts to delivering Bourke’s 
10th Anniversary Easter Festival. With the 2025 Easter holiday period being from Good Friday on 18 April 
till Easter Monday on 21 April 2025, the festivities are fast approaching.  
 
Whilst a digital calendar of the weekend events is now available on the Back O' Bourke Easter Festival 
Facebook page, I provide below just some of the events that you might be interested in, or that you may 
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like to highlight to family or friends who are returning for the 10th Anniversary Festival. The actual 
number of events and activities over the weekend are rather staggering. 
 

• Friday: 
Colour Run – 10am starting at the Wharf, you can book early and buy tickets from the Morrall’s Bakery 
Saturday Stall in the lead up to Easter. 
 
Back O Bourke Billabong Sessions – 4-9pm at the Back O’ Bourke Information and Exhibition Centre 
(BOBEC) Café Grounds. Live Music and Food. BYO event. Bus pickups and drop offs – more details will be 
provided closer to event! 
  

• Saturday: 
Street Parade - Entry forms available at BOBEC. Local groups/business and volunteers encouraged to 
enter the parade! 
Easter Markets - Darling Park from 9am. 
Wool Bale Rolling Competition – Rotary Club Event – 10:30am start – nominate on the day. CASH to be 
won! Mitchell Street. 
Bourke Rams Rugby Union – 12:30pm Davidson Oval – Junior, Ladies and Old Boys. BBQ and Bar 
available. 
Evening Entertainment - Music at the Port of Bourke Hotel along with Music, Race Calcutta and Raffles 
at the Bourke Bowling Club. 
  

• Sunday: 
Sunrise Service – 6.00am at the Wharf. 
Giant Easter Egg Hunt at the BOBEC – 8am SHARP start - children 12yrs and under, $5 rego – all are 
encouraged to register prior to Sunday so you don’t miss out. 
Back O' Bourke Picnic Races - Starting at midday with a six-race program (details available on the Race 
Club’s Facebook page). Bus available 
  

• All Weekend: 
Bourke Aboriginal Art Gallery, Jenny Greentree’s new exhibition at her Back O’ Bourke Gallery in North 
Bourke, Jandra River Boat Cruise’s, Rose Isle and Dunlop Stations Farm Stays with the National Parks 
being open! 
  
Based on the current relatively warm weather continuing through to the Easter period, Bourke is on 
target for a most exciting weekend of activities, which includes a reunion of staff from Bourke Hospital, 
Bourke Public School staff and the Bourke Rams all certainly befitting of a 10th anniversary event. 
 
Road Condition Signage 
  
Transport for NSW (TfNSW) has advised that the installation of two (2) electronic Road Condition 
Information Signs, in the vicinity of North Bourke, has been programmed to begin in the first week of 
April. Once installed, each sign will provide real-time traffic information to road users. Up until now, 
when either of these roads have been closed due to flooding, Council has worked with TfNSW to locate 
a mobile variable messaging board at an appropriate location to advise motorists of the closure. The 
installation of the new electronic signs will replace the need for these mobile signs. 
 
The signage locations follow: 
  

• Wanaaring Road/The Cut Line sign. 



The Wanaaring Road/Cut Line sign will face traffic heading out of North Bourke towards Wanaaring and 
will sit on the northwest side of Culgoa St. This sign will assist in providing information to road users on 
the status of Wanaaring Road and The Cut Line between Bourke, Wanaaring, Borrona Downs and 
Tibooburra. 
 

• Mitchell Highway Sign  
Facing north bound traffic heading out of North Bourke towards Queensland, this sign will sit on the 
northwest side of the road. This sign will assist in providing information to road users on the status 
of the Mitchell Highway between Bourke, Barringun and Cunnamulla.  

The signs will be operated by the TfNSW Regional Transport Operations Centre (RTOC), which as I 
understand, is located at McLeods Shoot, near Byron Bay. The RTOC has been in operation since 
December 2015 and functions 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Council staff will relay road condition 
information to the RTOC who will remotely amend the information that the electronic sign displays. The 
signs will be operated by solar power and have 4G internet connectivity.  

Average Speed Cameras 
  
Average speed zone cameras measure the amount of time that it takes for a vehicle to drive between 
two points that are a known distance apart. The system then calculates the average speed of the 
vehicle as it travelled between those points. If the vehicle’s average speed exceeds the speed limit 
for the length of road, the driver will receive a penalty for speeding. The length of an average 
speed zone is certified by a registered land surveyor to ensure the distance between the cameras is 
accurate. The distance is used to calculate a vehicle’s average speed across an average speed 
camera length and is the shortest possible distance, so there's no possibility for a driver’s speed to 
be overestimated. 
 
In NSW, there are 31 active average speed zones with cameras. This includes, for instance, on the long 
drive to Sydney where you see average speed cameras zones between Wellington and Molong; on the 
eastern side of Bathurst travelling towards Lithgow; and on the climb up Victoria Pass. There may be 
other zones on the trip to Sydney that I have overlooked. To date the various cameras across NSW have 
only been utilised to measure the average speed of heavy vehicles. In this regard, all other mainland 
Australian states and the ACT use average speed cameras for heavy and light vehicles as part of 
their speed enforcement programs.  

The Government has recently announced that a two-month trial will be undertaking at two point-to-point 
average speed camera zones, located on a 15km stretch of the Pacific Highway between Kew and Port 
Macquarie, and a 16km section of the Hume Highway between Gundagai and Coolac. Running from 1 May 
1 to 30 June 2025, all motorists detected exceeding the speed limit by 30km/h or less will receive 
warnings. 

Whilst the two-month period is a trial, and with speeding being the biggest killer on NSW roads, 
contributing to around 41 per cent of all fatalities, reading between the lines i don’t think it will be 
too long before all 31 average speed camera zones across the state are measuring the average 
speed of light vehicles (including motorcycles). If average speed camera zones reduce the number of 
crashes and serious injury, then any future permanent changes and implementation are hard to argue 
against. 

Quote: “Someone is sitting in the shade today because someone planted a tree a long time ago.”  
– Warren Buffett. 

 


