BOURKE From the )
SHIRE General Manager’s Desk
COUNCIL 10 April 2025

The Hon. Mark Coulton

With the Member for Parkes, the Hon. Mark Coulton, having previously announced his intention to
stand down from the role come the 2025 Federal election, the announcement by the Prime Minister on
Friday 28 March 2025 of the date of the election saw Mark’s time as a Federal Member, “officially come
toanend.”

In his own understated way, Mark issued a short four (4) paragraph ‘Final Statement’ advising: that his
time as “the 1,029t member elected to the Australian Parliament” had concluded; he thanked his
family, colleagues, staff and the people of the Seat of Parkes for their support during his 17 year's in
Parliament; reflected on his belief in Inland Australia and finished by saying “It has been an honour and
a privilege to serve the people of the Parkes Electorate.”

17 and a half years as a Federal Member, over six (6) parliamentary cycles, is a significant achievement.
Whilst the Federal Seat of Parkes is one of the safest seats in the Nation, Mark was not one to sit on his
laurels. He was a regular visitor to Bourke and the Far North West, giving plenty of notice of his visits
and always arranging time for a catch up with Council. Whilst there were many issues he assisted with
during his term related to our Shire, including the tough times of the drought, my view is that his most
significant contribution to Bourke Shire relates to his unwavering support of the new Bourke Abattoir
project. He assisted in Council gaining the $10m grant from the Federal Government that allowed
Council to install the required infrastructure works that have enabled the abattoir to operate. He further
assisted in the Government signing off on the Acquittal in respect of the grant which cleared the way for
the sale of the abattoir to Thomas Foods International. Whilst there were many detractors along the
way regarding the new abattoir, Mark stood firm and the successful operation of the facility today is
testament to his support and commitment to the project and to the Far North West Region of NSW.

Elections

With the Prime Minister having announced that the Nation is to go to the poles on 3 May 2025 to elect
the Australian Government for the next three (3) year term, | was rather amused at the recent reaction
to the date as expressed by one sporting commentator. The commentator noted that Saturday 3 May
2025 corresponds with the National Rugby Leagues (NRL) “Magic Round” where all eight (8) games of
the competition are played at Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane. The commentator expressed surprise at the
election date given that the South Sydney Rabbitoh's, of which Prime Minister Albenese is the No 1
ticket holder, will be playing at 3.00pm on election day which would make it difficult, but not
impossible, for the PM to attend the game. | know the NRL is an important part of many people’s lives,
but seriously?

Anyway, on the topic of elections, | recently received some information from the NSW Electoral
Commission in respect of last year's local government elections, as held in September 2024. The
comprehensive report noted that of the 128 councils in NSW, one (1) council did not hold an ordinary



election (that being Central Darling Shire Council which was under administration and therefore did not
hold an election) and two (2) councils that did not engage the NSW Electoral Commissioner to conduct
their elections. Across the State, 22 council/ward elections were uncontested with 18 councils/wards
having received the same number of nominations as vacant positions — these candidates were declared
elected without the need to conduct an election (which included Cobar and 3 x wards in Warren Shire).

In addition, four (4) councils/wards received less than the required number of nominations to fill their
vacancies. In these council/wards, the nominating candidates were declared elected, with a by-election
then required to fill the remaining vacancies. For the 2024 elections, electors could choose to vote using
one of the following channels (subject to eligibility):

e pre-poll (early) in person voting (subject to eligibility criteria)

e technology assisted voting in the form of telephone assisted voting (for electors who are blind or
have low vision)

e postal vote (subject to eligibility criteria)

e voting in person on election day

e declared institution voting at appointed venues.

In all, 3,888 people nominated to be a candidate and run for the 1,230 available councillor positions
across the state. 4.431 million votes were cast in the election. This equated to an 84.54% state wide
participation rate with the average rate of informal votes being 6.64%. To conduct the election, the
NSW Electoral Commission engaged some 22,000-election staff who manned 2,099 polling places and
317 pre-poll venues.

The report also provided individual reports for each council area. For Bourke Shire Council, the report
noted that for the election of 10 councillors, there were 14 nominations and that the residential roll
contained 1,733 voters of which 1,164 votes were received. Of the votes received, 1,126 were formal
and 38 were informal. This provided for a 96.7% formality rate which was better than the state formality
average of 93.36%. Of the 1,126 formal votes cast for the Bourke Shire election, 398 ordinary votes
were cast on polling day, 538 voters pre-polled, and 153 postal votes and 37 enrolment votes were
lodged.

Rainfall

As a result of an inland low weather pattern, the last week of March saw record rainfall across central
Queensland with towns like Aramac, Jundah, Quilpie, Thargomindah, Windorah significantly affected by
the weather pattern. The Barcoo, Bulloo, Paroo and Warrego rivers were just some of the rivers under
major flood warnings. With such significant rain falling in the Northern Basin of the Murray Darling
Basin, the Darling River will also receive a significant flush of water. We all know that it takes time for
these Queensland waters to flow into the Darling. Given the expected flows in the Paroo, action by
Council in respect of preparing the levee at Wanaaring is now completed.

The unfortunate downside to so much water is the hundreds of thousands of hectares that have
basically gone underwater in Queensland. Understandably, there has been considerable concern as to
the welfare of some one million head of cattle and a million sheep that are impacted by the flooding. As
one grazier from north of Quilpie said in response to losing an estimated 4,000 sheep, “It will take us 4
to 5 years to get back to where we were 10 days ago.”

With news that the weather pattern was heading south and to the south-east, some locals were
forecasting rains of “biblical proportions” for Bourke and surrounds. Whilst Bourke received some
50mm of rain over 27 and 28 March 2025, the very significant rains spoken of for Bourke did not
eventuate.



Across at Walgett however, the automatic weather station at the Walgett Airport recorded 160 mm of
rain during the 24-hour period ending 9.30am on Saturday, 29 March 2025.Higgins Storm Chasing
reported that this amount of rain had eclipsed Walgett’s all-time daily rainfall record, as previously set
in January 1964, and smashed the town’s previous March daily record.

Closed Roads

Wet weather in the Bourke Shire invariably brings with it the need to close its unsealed road network.
To check current road conditions in the Shire, simply go to the following website:
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/engineering/road-conditions/

Alternatively, Council's After-Hours Duty Officer can be contacted on 0419 722 055.

All drivers planning to travel within the Bourke Shire area are asked to assist in preventing damage to
the unsealed roads by choosing an alternative route or waiting until the unsealed roads are reopened
once drier conditions prevail.

Please be aware that when roads are closed by Council, it is an offence to travel on those roads. As a
vehicle operator, if you ignore these road closures, your actions could lead to penalties under the Roads
Act 1993. Such penalties include a fine, or alternatively, under another Section of the Act,

instead of prosecuting a person for a contravention of the Act, Council may pursue a person for the cost
to rectify the damage that has been caused. That could come at a considerable cost to the vehicle
operator.

Quote: “It's a relief to hear the rain. It's the sound of billions of drops, all equal, all equally committed
to falling, like a sudden outbreak of democracy. Water, when it hits the ground, instantly becomes a
puddle or rivulet or flood.” — British Poet, Alice Oswald.
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