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Flooding

The residents of Wanaaring were closely watching the Paroo River as it peaked at a record level of 5.14
metres last Tuesday, 8 April 2025 following record rainfall in the upstream catchments of Central
Queensland. With the quantity of water covering such a large expanse of country, it is expected that the
flood waters will be with the Shire for some time and | am aware of various households that have
unfortunately been inundated.

| would encourage landowners who have been impacted by the flooding to lodge their details with the
NSW State Emergency Service (SES) on 13 25 00 to register both their particulars and the impact to
infrastructure on their property.

The community of Wanaaring has pulled together during this difficult time, and with the assistance of
the lead agency, the SES, along with Council staff and contractors, much preparation took place in
readiness for the extended water flows.

| was interested to learn that the manual river gauge at Wanaaring prior to this flood event only
measured to a height of 5 metres. With predictions of a 5.3-metre-high Paroo River, local Wanaaring
resident Bruce Hughston showed some bush practicality by replacing the 5-metre sign with a new post
that now measure up to 5.5 metres.

In terms of water flowing down the Darling River to Bourke, the river is expected to rise to a 9.5 metre
height, with many variables to come into play which could see water heights higher or lower than this
range.

Extensive flooding across the Shire invariably brings with it a high damage bill to both residents,
pastoralists and Council. From Councils perspective in respect of this damage, some 40 kilometres of the
Hungerford Road is underwater and extensive stretches of the Wanaaring Road are also expected to be
affected, as a minimum. Road repair costs will undoubtedly be extensive, and in this regard, Council is
awaiting a Natural Disaster Declaration in respect of the flooding across the Shire which will provide
funding to undertake the necessary repairs to its road infrastructure.

The Month of April

With the Autumn School holidays now underway, Easter starting tomorrow and ANZAC Day next Friday,
the last two (2) weeks of April are certainly going to be a busy period on NSW roads.

From where | sit, all roads of course lead to Bourke for the 10™ Anniversary of the Back O’ Bourke Easter
Festival, which kicks off tomorrow, being Good Friday. | have previously written about some of the many



activities to take place over the Easter period in Bourke, however, should you require further details, |
point you in the direction of the “Visit Bourke Website” at the following address:
https://www.visitbourke.com.au/products/back-o-bourke-easter-festival

This site includes a copy of the weekends full program of activities and events, and should you require
more information, please don’t hesitate to contact the staff at the Back O' Bourke Information &
Exhibition Centre on phone 6872 1321, who | am certain will be able to attend to your enquires.

As | say, the last two (2) weeks of April are going to be a busy period on NSW roads. On a sombre note,
over last year's Easter public holiday period, five (5) people were killed on NSW roads, with seven (7)
people killed the year before in 2023. It would be nice to think that over this Easter Holiday period there
are no fatalities across our region, or for that matter, across the State.

Transport for NSW(TfNSW) have been promoting the Easter Road Safety message under the banner
“Hop on board and promote road safety awareness — it could save someone's life,” and they have
identified a series of methods in which individuals and families can get involved to share the messaging
regarding road safety during this busy period on our roads.

The suggestions of TFNSW include following the “NSW Road Safety - NSW GOV” Facebook page and
watching the ‘safety never takes a holiday’ posts between 11 and 27 April 2025; visiting the NSW Centre
for Road Safety Website (https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety) for more information

on staying safe on the road; testing how tired you might be before heading out on the road at
https://testyourtiredself.com.au/; or by downloading and using the Speed Adviser App
(https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/roadsafety/topics-tips/speeding/speed-adviser), which is a driver's
aid to help you stay under the speed limit.

With road closures undoubtedly still applicable in the Shire due to flooding at least up until the end of
the month, you can visit https://www.livetraffic.com/ for real-time updates on traffic conditions across
the State. To check current road conditions in the Shire, simply go to the following website:
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/engineering/road-conditions/ or contact_Council's After-Hours Duty Officer
on 0419 722 055.

April Council Meeting

The April 2025 meeting of Council will be held in the Bourke Shire Council Chamber on Monday 28 April
2025, commencing at 10.15am. All members of the public are welcome to attend. Alternatively, you can
live stream the meeting by accessing a link on the Noticeboard section on the homepage of Councils
Website at: https://bourke.nsw.gov.au

Following input from the community as to their strategic objectives and requests for works and services
in respect of our Shire wide community as part of Councils program of Village Meetings held earlier this
year in February, Council at its March meeting adopted for exhibition purposes the draft Bourke Shire
Community Strategic Plan. Accordingly, this Plan is now on public exhibition for a period of twenty-eight
(28) days with submissions, closing on 28 April 2025, invited.

Further to this Plan, Councils April meeting will see its Delivery Plan, Operational Plan and Fees and
Charges documents for 2025/2026 considered by Council, before they to, are placed on Public Exhibition
for community comment.

The aforementioned documents are all part of the NSW Governments Integrated Planning Reporting
(IP&R) processes that are required of local councils across the State. Following exhibition, and prior to
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adoption, Councils must consider all submissions received during the exhibition period before
endorsing the final suite of documents.

Annual Council Financial Statements

Following the end of each financial year, councils across the State have until 31 October to prepare,
have audited and lodge their annual financial statements with the relevant authority. It is a hectic time
for council finance staff.

Recently, the Audit Office of NSW released a report which presented the results of the local government
sector financial audits for the year ended 30 June 2024.The report, available at:
https://www.audit.nsw.gov.au/our-work/reports/local-government-2024 makes for interesting reading,
noting that Local Government in NSW had combined expenditure of $16.1 billion in 2023/2024.1t is
certainly a large industry sector.

Unqualified audit opinions were issued for 124 (of 128) councils, which included Bourke Shire Council, 8
(of 9) county councils, and 11 (of 13) joint organisations. Disclaimers of opinion were issued for Glen
Innes Severn Council and the New England Weeds Authority. Qualified audit opinions were issued for
Snowy Valleys Council and Moree Plains Shire Council.

Timeliness improved as 88% of councils lodged their audited financial statements by the statutory
deadline of 31 October (67% in the previous year), with Bourke achieving the required timeline in both
year's.

What very much surprised me was that there are 16 Councils across the State that have insufficient cash
and investments, not subject to external restrictions, to meet three (3) months of expenses (excluding
depreciation and interest). As the report states, “this indicates a serious risk to the continued financial
sustainability of these councils.” For information, the Audit Office defines financial sustainability as
being “the ability to meet current and future financial obligations without reducing essential services or
borrowing money to fund successive operational deficits. This is achieved by ensuring that over the
medium and longer term, revenue is sufficient to cover expenses, cash flow and risks are well managed,
long-term financial planning is effective, and sources of revenue are diverse.”

Examples of these least liquid councils include Bathurst Regional, Blue Mountains City, Central Darling
Shire, Griffith City, Hawkesbury City, Kiama Municipal, Lismore City, Liverpool City, Shoalhaven City,
Tamworth Regional and Warren Shire councils.

| am happy to advise that Bourke Shire Council was named in the report along side 16 other NSW
councils as being one of the most liquid councils in the state. In addition to Bourke Shire, the list
includes the rural councils of Balranald Shire, Bland Shire, Blayney Shire, Carrathool Shire and
Narrandera Shire, the regional councils of Coffs Harbour City, Dubbo Regional, Edward River, Federation,
Inverell City, Muswellbrook Shire, Newcastle City and Tweed Shire, along with the large urban councils
of Lane Cove Municipal, the Hills Shire and the City of Sydney councils.

Quote:"Never put passion in front of principle, even if you win, you’ll lose.” — Mr Miyagi - Karate Kid 2.
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