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MINUTES OF SHIRE OF BOURKE
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING
HELD AT THE BOURKE SHIRE COUNCIL, 29 MITCHELL STREET BOURKE NSW
ON MONDAY, 28 APRIL 2025 AT 10.15AM

PRESENT: Cr Lachlan Ford (Mayor), Cr Sarah Barton, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty, Cr Kylie
Baty (via Audio Visual Link), Cr Sally Davis, Cr Frank Kerr, Cr Scott McAdam, Cr
Maxime Nina, Cr Sam Rice, Cr Robert Stutsel

IN ATTENDANCE: Leonie Brown (General Manager), Peter Brown (Manager Works), Chris
Morrall (Acting Manager Roads), Melanie Milgate (Manager Economic
Development), Ang Pasang Rai (Manager Corporate Services), Margo
Anderson (Executive Assistant - Minutes)

1 OPENING PRAYER

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer

2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The Mayor then provided an Acknowledgment of Country
3 REMEMBRANCE

Council stood in silence in the memory of the following recently deceased:

Jimmy Carr Dorothy Dwyer Max Ebsworth Carolyn Halliwell
Percy Knight Jacko Morris Gary Rosser Roy Smith Jnr

4 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Nil

5 ATTENDANCE BY AUDIO VISUAL LINK BY COUNCILLORS

A request to attend the meeting via Audio-Visual Link was received from Cr Kylie Baty who was
unable to attend the meeting due to heavy rainfall over the weekend that have resulted in road
closures that restrict her ability to Travel from her residence into Bourke.

Resolution 2025/77

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton

That Cr Kylie Baty be permitted to attend the meeting via Audio-Visual link given her inability to
attend in person due to heavy rain over the weekend that have resulted in road closures that
restrict her ability to Travel from her residence into Bourke.

Carried

Page 4




Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 April 2025

6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Cr Sarah Barton declared a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 7.1 of the Ordinary Council
Meeting Agenda: Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activities Report - General Managers Performance
Review Training. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton has a family relationship with the
General Manager. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber
and be out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 7.1 of the
Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary interest in Iltem 7.1 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda:
Mayoral Minute Mayoral Activities Report — Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival - Vandalism at
Renshaw Oval. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton’s husband owns and operates a
plumbing business that has been engaged by the lead contractor to undertake works at the new
Jockey’s Facility at Renshaw Oval. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would
leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as part of
Item 7.1 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary interest in Item 7.1 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda:
Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activities Report - Meeting with Staff from the Office of the Hon Tara
Moriarty and Item 21.4 General Managers Activity Report - Meeting with Staff from the Office of
the Hon Tara Moriarty. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton is employed by the NSW
Premiers Department who provides support directly to Minister Moriarty’s office. In making this
declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should
Council separately consider this matter as part of either ltem 7.1 and Item 21.4 of the Ordinary
Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Sarah Barton declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council
Meeting Agenda: Business Arising Report - Proposed Motel Tender for the Development of
Documentation — Proposed Motel Business Case. The reason for such interest is that Cr Barton and
her husband own and operate an accommodation facility in Bourke, which the subject report
relates to. In making this declaration, Cr Barton advised that she would leave the Chamber and be
out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary
Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Patricia Bates-Canty declared a significant non-pecuniary interest in Item 20.1 of the Ordinary
Council Meeting Agenda: Request for Assistance — NSW Rural Doctors Network Bush Bursary. The
reason for such interest is that Cr Bates-Canty has a professional relationship with the applicants
during their placement. In making this declaration, Cr Bates-Canty advised that she would leave
the Chamber and be out of sight during Councils consideration of Item 20.1 of the Ordinary
Council Meeting Agenda.

Cr Sally Davis declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Iltem 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Agenda: Business Arising - North Bourke Storm Water Drainage. The reason for such interest is that
Cr Davis and her husband own land adjacent to the land the subject of the reports and are in
discussion with Council regarding a potential sale of a portion of such land. In addition, Cr Davis
has a friendship with the landowner, Mr Greg Seiler, whose property is the subject of the reports.
In making this declaration, Cr Davis advised that she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight

Page 5



Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 April 2025

should Council separately consider this matter as part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting
Agenda.

Council’s General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item 7.1
of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activities Report - General
Managers Performance Review Training. The reason for such interest is that the matter as
identified from the report relates directly to Mrs Brown’s employment with Council. In making this
declaration, Mrs Brown advised she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council
separately consider this matter as part of ltem 7.1 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.

Council’s General Manager, Mrs Leonie Brown, declared a pecuniary conflict of interest in Item
12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda: Business Arising Report - Proposed Motel Tender for
the Development of Documentation and Proposed Motel Business Case. The reason for such
interest is that Mrs Brown and her husband own and operate a commercial accommodation facility
in Bourke, which the subject report relates to. In making this declaration, Mrs Brown advised that
she would leave the Chamber and be out of sight should Council separately consider this matter as
part of Item 12.3 of the Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda.

7 MAYORAL MINUTE

7.1 MAYORAL MINUTE - MAYORAL ACTIVITIES

File Number: 1707

The Council had before it the report of the Mayor regarding the Mayoral Minute - Mayoral
Activities.

Resolution 2025/78
Moved:  Mayor Lachlan Ford

That the information in the Mayoral Minute — Mayoral Activities for the period 15 March 2025
to 20 April 2025 as presented to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.
Carried

At this juncture, given discussions at the meeting regarding the Meeting with Staff from the Office
of the Hon Tara Moriarty matter, Cr Sarah Barton left the meeting, the time being 10:24 am.

At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton returned to the meeting, the time being 10:26 am.
At this juncture, Cr Sally Davis left the meeting, the time being 10.25am.
At this juncture, Cr Sally Davis returned to the meeting, the time being 10.26am.

At this juncture, given discussions at the meeting regarding the Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival —
Vandalism at Renshaw Oval metter, Cr Sarah Barton left the meeting, the time being 10:30 am.

At this juncture, Cr Sarah Barton returned to the meeting, the time being 10:31 am.
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8 STARRING OF ITEMS

Council’s Code of Meeting Practice provides that Council may at any time, resolve to adopt
multiple items of business on the agenda by way of a single resolution.

In this regard the Council had before it a list of reports, unstarred, with such items proposed to be
adopted by Council in a single resolution. The following additional report was identified by Council
to be starred for individual consideration.

Item No Name of Report Officer

21.6 Tourism and Events Activity Report Manager Economic Development

Resolution 2025/79

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the the recommendations as detailed in the un-starred items as contained in the agenda
for the Ordinary Meeting of Council, held on Monday, 28 April 2025 be adopted, save and except
for Item No. 21.6 of the Agenda, with such item to be considered seperately.

Carried

9 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Resolution 2025/80

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 24 March 2025 be taken as read,
confirmed as correct minutes and signed by the Mayor.

Carried

10 RESCISSION MOTIONS

Nil

11 NOTICES OF MOTION

Nil

Page 7




Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 April 2025

12 BUSINESS ARISING

12.1 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

File Number: Ci12.6

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events.

Resolution 2025/81

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the General Manager regarding the Calendar of Events, as presented to
Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried

12.2 INFORMATION TO COUNCILLORS

File Number: 20657

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Information to
Councillors.

Resolution 2025/82

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the General Manager regarding Information to Councillors, as presented to
Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried

12.3 *#* BUSINESS ARISING REPORT

File Number: 20657

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Business Arising
Report.

Resolution 2025/83

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel

That the report of the General Manager regarding Business Arising, as presented to Council on
Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried
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13 ENGINEERING SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Nil

14 ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Nil

15 GENERAL MANAGER

15.1 *#* FREEDOM CAMPING IN CLOSE PROXIMITY TO BOURKE

File Number: 2621

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Freedom Camping in
Close Proximity to Bourke.

Resolution 2025/84

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

1. That the General Manager be requested to progress investigations into the option of
developing a freedom camp parking site on a portion of the roadway leading up to the
old North Bourke Bridge, now known as Polygonum Swamp Road.

2. That in progressing such investigations it be noted that the Polygonum Swamp Road
option will include the use of an area approximately 240m x 4m of unsealed surface
(gravel) on the northern side of the Polygonum Swamp Road leading up to the old North
Bourke Bridge.

3. That a draft layout plan, costings and funding sources for the proposed freedom camping
site on Polygonum Swamp Road be prepared for report to Council.

4. That the proposal to utilise a portion of Polygonum Swamp Road for freedom camping be
presented to the June 2025 Meeting of the Bourke Shire Council Traffic Committee for
consideration and recommendation to Council.

Carried
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16 CORPORATE SERVICES DEPARTMENT

16.1 *#* BANK RECONCILIATION AND STATEMENT OF BANK BALANCES - 31 MARCH 2025

File Number: F1.1

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Bank
Reconciliation and Statement of Bank Balances - 31 March 2025.

Resolution 2025/85

Moved: Cr Sam Rice
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

That the Certificate of Reconciliation of the Cash Book for all funds of the Council and the
Statement of Bank Balances as at 31 March 2025 be noted.

Carried

16.2 *#* INVESTMENT PORTFOLIO REPORT AS AT 31 MARCH 2025

File Number: 2101

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Investment
Portfolio Report as at 31 March 2025.

Resolution 2025/86

Moved: Cr Sam Rice
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

1. That the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding Council’s Investment
Portfolio as of 31 March 2025, as presented to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be
received and noted.

2. That the Certificate of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted, and the report
adopted.

Carried
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16.3 *#* DRAFT OPERATIONAL PLAN

File Number: P4.2

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Draft
Operational Plan.

Resolution 2025/87

Moved: Cr Sam Rice
Seconded: Cr Sarah Barton

1. That the report of the Manager of Corporate Services detailing an overview of the
2025/2026 draft Operational Plan be noted.

2. That Councils 2025/2026 draft Operational Plan be adopted for the purpose of public
exhibition for a period of 28 days in accordance with Section 405 (3) of the Local
Government Act 1993.

3. That all submissions received be tabled at the 23 June 2025 Ordinary Meeting of Council,
for consideration prior to Councils Operational Plan for 2025/2026 being determined.

Carried

16.4 *** DRAFT DELIVERY PROGRAM 2025

File Number: P4.1

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Draft
Delivery Program 2025.

Resolution 2025/88

Moved: Cr Sam Rice
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

1. That the draft Bourke Shire Council Delivery Program 2025, as attached herewith, be
placed on public exhibition for a period of twenty-eight (28) days inviting the public to
make submissions.

2. That a further report be presented to Council following the submission period.

Carried
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16.5 *#* PLANT REPLACEMENT SCHEDULE

File Number: 20761, P4.2

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Plant
Replacement Schedule.

Resolution 2025/89

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

That the Plant Replacement Schedule as detailed be included in the 2025/2026 Draft
Operational Plan.

Carried

16.6 **% 2025/2026 FEES AND CHARGES

File Number: F1.2-P4.2

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the 2025/2026
Fees and Charges.

Resolution 2025/90

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr
Seconded: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty

That Council adopt the 2025/2026 Fees and Charges Report, as attached, for inclusion in the
2025/2026 Draft Operational Plan.

Carried
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16.7 **% 2025/2026 LOAN SCHEDULE

File Number: P4.2

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the 2025/2026
Loan Schedule.

Resolution 2025/91

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

1. That Council borrow up to $919,000.00 in the 2025/2026 financial year to fund the
projects as listed.

2. That as per Section 230 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the General
Manager take the necessary action, in due course, to notify the Executive Director of the
Office of Local Government, Department of Planning and Environment of a borrowing
under a loan contract within 7 days of the borrowing.

Carried

16.8 *#* SALE OF ASSETS TO BE CONDUCTED BY COUNCIL

File Number: 4166

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Sale of
Assets to be Conducted by Council.

Resolution 2025/92

Moved: Cr Frank Kerr
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel

That the sale of listed plant for inclusion in the 2025/2026 Draft Operational Plan be approved.

Carried
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16.9 *** STATEMENT OF REVENUE POLICY 2025/2026

File Number: P4.2

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Statement
of Revenue Policy 2025/2026.

Resolution 2025/93

Moved: Cr Sam Rice
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

1. That Council note the draft Statement of Revenue Policy for 2025/2026.

2. That Council adopts a filtered water price of $2.63/KL for the 2025/2026 rating period
while maintaining the set increase of 5.0% in all water access charges.

3. That Council adopts an increase of 5.0% in Sewerage Rates & Charges for the 2025/2026
rating period.

4. That Council adopt the maximum interest rate of 10.5% as advised by the Office of Local
Government under section 566 (3) of the Local Government Act 1993.

5. That Council adopts the Domestic Waste Management Charges as detailed and include in
the Draft Operational Plan 2025/2026.

6. That Council adopt the Schedule of Rates and Charges for inclusion in the Draft
Operational Plan 2025/2026.

Carried

16.10 *** QUARTERLY BUDGET REVIEW TO 31 MARCH 2025

File Number: 2023

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Corporate Services regarding the Quarterly
Budget Review to 31 March 2025.

Resolution 2025/94

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

1. That the document titled “Quarterly Budget Review Statement — 31 March 2025” be
received and noted.

2. That the variations of income and expenditure as identified in the “Quarterly Budget
Review Statement — 31 March 2025” be adopted.

Carried

17 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Nil

Page 14




Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes 28 April 2025

18 DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Nil

19 POLICIES

19.1 *¥%* 1.2.2 (V2) DRAFT STATEMENT OF BUSINESS ETHICS POLICY

File Number: 2565

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the 1.2.2 (v2) Draft
Statement of Business Ethics Policy.

Resolution 2025/95

Moved: Cr Sally Davis
Seconded: Cr Robert Stutsel

1. That Councils Statement of Business Ethics Policy, labelled 1.2.2 (v2), be adopted for the
purpose of inviting public comment thereon.

2. That following the completion of this exhibition period, a further report addressing any
submissions be submitted to Council for consideration, prior to Council’s final
determination of the matter.

Carried
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19.2 *#* 1.8.14 (V8) DRAFT PROCUREMENT POLICY

File Number: 2628

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the 1.8.14 (v8) Draft
Procurement Policy.

Resolution 2025/96

Moved: Cr Sarah Barton
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

1. That Councils Draft Procurement Policy (No 1.8.14 (v8), inclusive of a revised Local
Purchasing component, be adopted for the purpose of inviting public comment thereon,
subject to the following amendments being made, as required, throughout the Policy.

a) Where the “Purchase of Goods and Services above $10,000 and up to $50,000” is
undertaken, three (3) written quotations are to be sought prior to the purchase, in
lieu of the two (2) written quotation requirement as originally included in the
draft Policy.

b) In addition to Council advertising all its tenders, quotations with a value
exceeding $100,000 and expressions of interest on its Tenderlink Portal and in the
Western Herald newspaper, Council also advertise such tenders, quotations and
expressions of interest on its Facebook page and Council Website.

2. That following the completion of this exhibition period, a further report addressing any
submissions be submitted to Council for consideration, prior to Council’s final
determination of the matter.

Carried

At this junction, the Mayor adjourned the meeting to enable Councillors to meet with
Superintendent Gerard Lawson, NSW Police, the time being 10.57am.

The meeting resumed at 11.20am.
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20 PRECIS OF CORRESPONDENCE

At this juncture, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty left the meeting, the time being 11:20 am.

20.1 *#* REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE - NSW RURAL DOCTORS NETWORK BUSH BURSARY
PROGRAM 2025/2026

File Number: 1232

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Request for Assistance
- NSW Rural Doctors Network Bush Bursary Program 2025/2026.

Resolution 2025/97

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

1. That Council accede to the request from the NSW Rural Doctors Network (NSWRDN)
regarding financial support in the amount of $3,000 to assist the Bush Bursary Scheme in
2025/2026.

2. That Council advise the NSWRDN that it is unable to fulfil the expected role of Council
regarding the logistics of the student placement.

3. That Council suggest liaison with the North West Academic Centre regarding the student
placement.

Carried

At this juncture, Cr Patricia Bates-Canty returned to the meeting, the time being 11:23 am.

20.2 *** REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE - MARJORIE ROSE MEMORIAL FOOTBALL TEAM

File Number: 1232

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the Request for Assistance
- Marjorie Rose Memorial Football Team.

Resolution 2025/98

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sam Rice

That Council not accede to the request to sponsor the Majorie Rose Memorial Ruby League
Football team at the Dubbo Waratahs Aboriginal Rugby League Knockout to be held in Dubbo in
September 2025.

Carried
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21 ACTIVITY REPORTS

21.1 ENGINEERING SERVICES - ROAD WORKS AND WORKSHOP ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1945

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Roads regarding the Engineering Services -
Road Works and Workshop Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/99

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the Manager Roads regarding Engineering Services - Road Works and
Workshop Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried

21.2 ENGINEERING SERVICES - PARKS AND GARDENS, TOWN SERVICES, WATER AND WASTE
WATER ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1946

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Works regarding the Engineering Services -
Parks and Gardens, Town Services, Water and Waste Water Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/100

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the Manager Works regarding Engineering Services - Parks and Gardens, Town
Services and Water and Wastewater Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025,
be noted.

Carried
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21.3 PLANNING, REGULATORY AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 1102, 1322, 1059, 1165

The Council had before it the report of the Manager Planning, Regulatory and Environmental
Services regarding the Planning, Regulatory and Environmental Services Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/101

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the Manager Environmental Services regarding Planning, Regulatory and
Environmental Services Activity, as presented to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried

21.4 GENERAL MANAGER'S ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 4170

The Council had before it the report of the General Manager regarding the General Manager's
Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/102

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the General Manager regarding General Manager Activity for March 2025, as
presented to Council on Monday, 28 April, be noted.

Carried

21.5 LIBRARY ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 2780

The Council had before it the report of the Library Manager regarding the Library Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/103

Moved: Cr Patricia Bates-Canty
Seconded: Cr Frank Kerr

That the report of the Library Manager regarding Library Activity, as presented to Council on
Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried
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21.6 TOURISM AND EVENTS ACTIVITY REPORT

File Number: 3283

The Council had before it the report of the Coordinator Tourism Operations regarding the Tourism
and Events Activity Report.

Resolution 2025/104

Moved: Cr Robert Stutsel
Seconded: Cr Sally Davis

That the report of the Coordinator Tourism regarding Tourism and Events Activity, as presented
to Council on Monday, 28 April 2025, be noted.

Carried

22 CLOSED SESSION

Nil

The Meeting closed at 11.33am.

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 26 May
2025.

CHAIRPERSON
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