
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Anzac Day 
 
Tomorrow, 25 April, is Anzac Day. It is the day that I consider to be, arguably, the most important day of 
the year as the Nation stops and recognises, not only the heroics and bravery that was shown by our 
first ANZAC’s, but also to recognise the many service men and women who have followed them to 
ensure that the quality of life that we have as Australians is maintained. 
 
I wrote in my Column at this time last year of the ill-fated campaign that commenced before dawn on 25 
April 1915, when the first soldiers of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landed on the shores 
of the Gallipoli peninsula. What happened at Gallipoli all those many years ago was simply tragic. I 
repeat herewith what I wrote in last year's Column regarding Anzac Day as I consider it well describes 
the tragedy of war but also provides inspiration as we go about our daily lives, 110 years later.  
 
“The Allies' mission was to destroy Turkish guns that were preventing naval ships from reaching and 
bombarding the Turkish capital, Constantinople. If they succeeded, Turkey might be forced out of the 
war and Germany would lose an important ally. Some 2000 Australians were killed or wounded on 25 
April 1915. At Anzac Cove, the Australians were the first to land. The New Zealanders followed later in 
the day. They advanced about a mile in some places, less in others, but they could go no further. For the 
next eight months, the campaign was a stalemate. In December 1915, the Anzacs were evacuated. By 
then, about 8,700 Australians and almost 2,700 New Zealanders had been killed. They were some of at 
least 130,000 soldiers on both sides who lost their lives at Gallipoli.  
 
Anzac Day is certainly not about glorifying war. Rather, ANZAC Day was initially instigated to give people 
a chance to honour the original Anzacs – the Australians and New Zealanders who fought on Gallipoli. It 
then became a day for those who had served in the First World War. With Australians experiencing the 
Second World War, and wars, conflicts and peacekeeping operations that have followed, Anzac Day has 
become an occasion to honour all who have worn our country's uniform in service. Today, we reflect on 
that service. We recognise more than a hundred thousand Australian service men and women who have 
lost their lives in military operations carried out in our country's name. We honour the values that have 
been invested in the original Anzacs – loyalty, selflessness, courage – and the ways in which later 
generations have measured their own achievements against those of the soldiers who fought on 
Gallipoli. Lest We Forget.” 
 
Floodwater 
 
I was pleased to read in a recent edition of “News from the Barwon Electorate”, as issued by Roy Butler 
MP, the state member for the seat of Barwon which includes the Bourke Shire area, where Mr Butler 
acknowledged the work of the “SES, Council and many volunteers who worked tirelessly to build the 
levy height up to 6m to protect the village of Wanaaring.” 
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I certainly acknowledge such comments on behalf of the various Council staff and contractors who have 
been involved in assisting Wanaaring Village. More to the point however is the work undertaken by the 
SES and volunteers, which has been amazing. As Roy quite rightly points out, the SES and volunteers, 
have been “working with communities to ensure people are safe and informed. Many resupply trips of 
food, water, and medicine were delivered to isolated homes and properties by air and boat.”  
 
It has been a focused operation across the Shire with the SES and other Government Agency’s deploying 
relevant equipment to Bourke to be in position for a quick response as the water approached and 
arrived. This included light aircraft and helicopters at Bourke Airport along with high-clearance vehicles 
and vessels at Bourke and Wanaaring. It was said to me in jest, that the Bourke Airport needed air traffic 
control given the amount of activity at the airport! 
 
With the water receding across the Bourke Shire region, the flooding emergency will move from the 
response stage into the recovery stage, which means the NSW Reconstruction Authority now takes the 
lead from the SES. Notwithstanding, if you are a landowner who has been impacted by the flooding, I 
would again encourage you to lodge your details with the NSW State Emergency Service (SES) on  
13 25 00 to register both your particulars and the impact to infrastructure on your property. 
  
Easter Festival 
 
In terms of celebrating a 10th Anniversary, the events and attendances at the Back O’ Bourke Easter 
Festival were as good as it gets. A massive thank you “shout out” goes to everyone who was involved in 
the weekend, regardless of whether you were an organiser, a participant or simply an interested 
observer. With so many events that comprise our Festival, it’s always hard to pick a favourite event. I 
love the crowds and the energy of the Back O’ Bourke Picnic Races. However, the enthusiasm and the 
faces of the hundreds of children who scamper for eggs in the Annual Easter Egg hunt at the Back O 
Bourke are certainly hard to beat. Regardless, that is just my opinion, and the 10th Anniversary Easter 
Festival goes down as a most fitting occasion, despite much of the Shire being covered in flood water. 
 
PV Jandra 
 
With the depth of the Darling River being in a significantly heightened state in recent weeks, it has been 
necessary to cancel the operations of the Jandra until such time that the river recedes, and it is again 
safe for the boat to operate. The PV Jandra is a very popular attraction for both locals and visitors alike, 
especially during the Autumn season which coincides with Easter. There were certainly many 
disappointed visitors who were unable to cruise the Darling and experience all its glory from the river 
itself. The upsides to the heightened river levels are that the river has received a significant flush and 
agricultural pursuits benefit significantly from the water.  
 
Flu Season 
 
In 2024, it is reported that Australia had more than 365,000 reported influenza cases, with some 4,200 
people admitted to hospital, making it Australia's biggest flu season since 2019. Between January and 
August 2024, there were 810 deaths related to flu, compared to 416 flu-related deaths in the same 
period the previous year. In addition to these statistics, it is understood that the Northern Hemisphere 
has just experienced a significant influenza season, with some UK hospitals overwhelmed by the winter 
peak and the US recording the largest influenza season since the 2009 swine flu pandemic. 
 
Off the back of these flu cases, the flu season for 2025 in Australia would appear to have had an early 
start, with the National Notifiable Diseases Surveillance System (NNDSS) reporting that influenza cases 



across Australia, during January – March 2024 were more than 50 per cent higher than the previous 
record of flu cases. 
 
Having regard to all this information, the Australian Medical Association is saying that the best time to 
get your annual influenza vaccination “is from April onwards." The flu vaccine is recommended for all 
Australians over six (6) months of age with higher-risk Australians having access to free influenza 
vaccinations under the National Immunisation Program (NIP). Such higher risk groups include children 
under five (5); adults over 65; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people; pregnant women; individuals 
with certain medical conditions, people who smoke and people who are immunocompromised. 
 
As the Pharmaceutical Society of Australia (PSA) national president Fei Sim FPS has said, "I urge all 
Australians, no matter your age, to get vaccinated early to reduce the risk of serious illness and help 
prevent the spread of the virus."  
   
The adage of simply dismissing the flu virus as “oh it’s just the flu” would appear to be significantly 
underestimating the consequences it can bring. When one considers the number of annual fatalities 
that result from “just the flu,” especially in the case of higher risk groups, taking the time to get 
vaccinated is really an obvious course of action. I can only but encourage the community to do so. 
 
Quote: The names of the fallen, the brave and those who served in so many ways, are written into our 
history; and we honour and pay tribute to them all.” – Federal Minister for Veteran’s Affairs, Matt 
Keogh. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 


