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Passing of the Pope

Much has been written about the achievements of Pope Francis in reforming and advancing the Catholic
Church since his death was announced around the world at 6.00pm on Easter Monday 2025 (Australian
Eastern Standard Time). With some 1.4 billion Catholics throughout the world, | understand the pope’s
funeral typically takes place four (4) to six (6) days after his passing. within a nine (9) day mourning
period, The process to determine the next pope, referred to as the conclave, commences some 15 to 20
days once the papacy is vacated. The entire papal process is steeped in history, dating back to the
Middle Ages. From my readings | found some interesting processes.

For instance, once the Vatican’s Health Department confirms that the Pope has passed, the official
process begins which is overseen by the camerlengo of the Church, who assumes the role of overseeing
the Church’s daily operations pending the election of a new pope. The initial ceremony involves the
pope’s body being dressed in a white cassock, with the camerlengo calling out the pope’s name three
(3) times. When the Pope doesn’t respond, the camerlengo formally states that he is dead. After that, in
another ceremony, the pope’s ring is removed and disfigured such that it can’t be used again.

The Papal Ring is referred to as the Ring of the Fisherman, as it traditionally carried an image of St Peter
fishing from a boat. Until around the mid-19th century, the ring was used to seal official documents. In
the 2024 movie titled Conclave, which is all about the passing of a pope and the processes that follow,
the ring is removed from the deceased popes finger and then put in a machine which breaks the ring
into two pieces. Whether we can rely on Hollywood in respect of the way the ring is destroyed, | am not
certain. Regardless however, in real life, the ring is destroyed signifying that the authority of the pope is
no longer.

Following the pope’s funeral, the conclave ultimately gets underway. The conclave comprises the
College of Cardinals, or the church's most senior officials residing either at the Vatican or spread across
the world. However, not all cardinals get to vote. Since 1975, only those younger than 80 years of age
are able to participate in the papal conclave. As at the end of January 2025, there were 252 cardinals in
the College, of whom 138 are electors.

Once the eligible cardinal electors come together for the conclave, they meet in the Sistine Chapel in
Rome and begin the strictly secretive voting process. Throughout the conclave, cardinals are under an
oath of silence and are forbidden contact with the outside world. The College of Cardinals vote several
times until the pope is elected. In the thirteenth century, it took almost three years to elect a successor
to Pope Clement IV, with the Cardinals locked up in the Chapel for this time. In current times, things are
different, with the cardinals staying a short distance away after the daily voting takes place in the Sistine
Chapel.



During the 2013 conclave, where Pope Francis was elected, just five (5) ballots were needed before he
was chosen. This entire process lasted just under 27 hours and probably reflects that in the 2005
conclave, Pope Francis was the runner up. This 2005 conclave concluded in around 24 hours after only
four rounds of voting. If, after nine days, no candidate receives the required majority, a final vote is held
between the two cardinals with the highest number of votes in the previous ballot.

During the conclave, crowds wait in St Peter’s Square in Rome to see the smoke: white or black? If it is
black, it means that the Cardinals have not yet elected the Pope. White smoke is released in the case

of Habemus Papam, which is Latin for, “We have a pope.”

Easter Festival

| wrote in last week's Column of the success of the 10" Anniversary Back O’ Bourke Easter Festival.
Coupled with Anzac Day last Friday, and whilst they are very different events in our community, they
share the similarity that members of the Bourke community come together and share their time to
ensure that the events are not just successful, but memorable. To every person who assisted deliver
these two (2) most important events for Bourke, | sincerely thank you for your efforts. | won’t name
names as there are far too many people to thank, however, the people who have contributed know in
themselves what their contribution was and how it has positively impacted our small community. Thank
you again.

Federal Election

Election Day for the Federal Election is this Saturday, 3 May 2025. With pre-poll voting having been
available since Tuesday, 22 April 2025 at the Bourke PCYC, pre polling continues today and tomorrow,
with the polls open on Saturday at the PCYC from 8.00am until 6.00pm sharp.

Voting is compulsory for all registered voters over the age of 18. When you go to vote, you will receive
two ballot papers: a green one for the House of Representatives (ie for Bourke Shire residents this is to
vote in respect of the seat of Parkes) and a white ballot paper, being for the Senate.

On the green ballot paper, you need to put a ‘1’ in the box beside the candidate who is your first choice,
‘2’ in the box beside your second choice and so on, until you have numbered every box. In the Seat of
Parkes, there are 10 candidates running for election, so you must number all 10 boxes for your vote to
count.

When voting for the Senate candidates on the white ballot paper, you can choose to vote either above
or below the line. If you wish to vote above the line, you must number at least 6 boxes from 1 to 6. Place
a ‘1’ in the box for the party or group that is your first choice, a ‘2’ in the box for the party or group that
is your second choice and so on until you number at least six boxes. You may continue to place numbers
in as many boxes above the line as you like. Conversely, if you wish to vote below the line, you must
number at least 12 boxes from 1 to 12. In this regard you proceed to place a ‘1’ in the box beside the
candidate that is your first choice, a ‘2’ in the box beside your second choice and so on until you number
at least 12 boxes. You may continue to place numbers in as many boxes below the line as you like.

Federal Elections are conducted by the Australian Electoral Commission (AEC). Making sure that every
vote is received and counted is a significant logistical exercise. In this regard the AEC has provided some
interesting numbers regarding Saturdays election:

- In excess of 1,600 candidates will seek election across the 150 House of Representative and 40
Senate seats that comprise the two (2) houses of the Australian Parliament.
- Close to 18 million people are enrolled to vote across Australia.



- The AEC offers pre poll, postal, election day, interstate, overseas, remote area, hospital, nursing
home, homeless shelter and telephone voting options across the nation.

- The AEC engages 100,000 plus temporary staff, spread across 500 early voting centres and 7,000
polling places.

- The Commission prints 25,000 copies of the electoral roll, 55 million ballot papers and 12 million
Household Election Guides.

- It distributes 80,000 ballot boxes, 90,000 ballot transport containers and 5,000 rolls of tamper-
proof tape.

It is certainly a big operation.
Ministers Visit

On Tuesday morning following the long weekend, Mayor Lachlan and | had the opportunity to meet with
the Hon. Jenny Aitchison MP, Minister for Roads and Regional Transport as she passed through Bourke
having toured the region over the long weekend. It is always good to spend time with Ministers when
they are in Bourke and our discussions on Tuesday were no exception. We spent the majority of our
time discussing the flooding that has occurred across the Bourke Shire and how Council best accesses
the Natural Disaster funding that will be required to undertake repairs due to the large sections of the
road network that have been damaged because of the flooding.

Quote: “In any given moment we have two options: to step forward into growth or step back into
safety.” — American psychologist Abraham Maslow.



