
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Rural and Regional Summit 
 
Along with Bourke Shire Mayor, Lachlan Ford, I am today at the State Library of NSW where Local 
Government NSW (LGNSW) is conducting the annual Rural and Regional Summit which sees mayors, 
councillors, council staff and NSW Government representatives from across rural and regional attending 
and deliberating on the pressing challenges facing our communities. 
 
Chaired by financial journalist and commentator, Michael Pascoe, topics on today’s summit agenda 
include sessions about the NSW Government’s response to recommendations of the parliamentary 
inquiry into councils' ability to fund infrastructure and services along with a session involving James 
Sherrard, who is the NSW Building Commissioner, in respect of building reforms for rural and regional 
areas. Dr Marion Healy PSM, the NSW Independent Biosecurity Commissioner will speak on the issue of 
emerging invasive species threats and the role of councils, whilst the Hon Rose Jackson MLC, Minister 
for Water, will provide an update in respect of proposals for the management and operation of local 
water utilities. This follows a review by the NSW Productivity and Equality Commission (PEC) into Local 
Water Utility (LWU) funding models in NSW as completed in 2024.The Summit will end with a panel 
discussion involving state and local governments outlining successes and challenges in dealing with a 
disaster. 
 
All in all, the program of the Summit is very relevant for Bourke, and I look forward to an interesting day 
of discussions and learnings. 
 
Community Recognition Statement 
 
Aside from its primary role of making laws by passing bills, the NSW Legislative Assembly, that is the 
House of the NSW Parliament where the Government is formed and where the Premier of NSW sits, 
also has a role to represent the people of NSW. The Members of the Legislative Assembly are elected by 
the people. NSW is divided into 93 electorates, with one Member representing each electorate. Bourke 
is in the Barwon electorate. Members of the Assembly are elected for four-year terms and there are a 
number of ways that Members can represent their constituents and communities and raise matters of 
concern in the House. Two ways they can do this are Private Members Statements and Community 
Recognition Statements.  
 
In respect of Community Recognition Statements, these are one-minute statements congratulating or 
acknowledging the achievements of people or groups in the state members community. In this regard, I 
was pleased to read that our state local member, Mr Roy Butler, MP, recently presented a Community 
Recognition Statement to the NSW Legislative Assembly in respect of long serving former Mayor of 
Bourke Shire, Wally Mitchell. 

“From the  

General Manager’s Desk – 

8 May 2025” 

   



 I am sure many people across the Shire reflect fondly on the efforts of Wally during his time as Mayor 
and as a Councillor and I considered it appropriate that Mr Butlers recognition statement be reproduced 
herewith for the information of readers across the Shire and beyond: 
 

“Former Bourke mayor Wally Mitchell is a legend in his part of the world. With 38 years of 
service, Wally was the longest serving councillor on Bourke Council before his retirement in 
2012, with 12 of those spent as mayor. His life has been dedicated to his community. He was a 
founding member of the Isolated Children's Parents' Association and a board member of the 
Bourke Rural Counselling Service for 19 years. He is the last surviving inaugural committee 
member of the Louth Turf Club and is still active in the club. For many years he has been, and still 
is, an active member of Louth Chamber of Commerce. As well, he is still carrying out voluntary 
community work in Louth village. In recognition of everything he has done for Bourke and 
surrounds, he was named Bourke's Citizen of the Year in 2018 and awarded the Order of 
Australia in 2019. There is probably not a person in the Bourke district whose life has not been 
affected positively in some way by Wally. I congratulate Wally on his lifetime of achievement and 
thank him for his ongoing service to Bourke and surrounds.” 
 

38 years of one’s life is a significant period, let alone being a local government councillor. I, like Mr 
Butler, extend my congratulations to Wally for his extended service to all across the Bourke Shire. 
 
Reduce Mosquito Risks  
 
NSW Health continues to urge the public to be vigilant and take precautions against mosquitoes 
following two (2) deaths in the State during 2024/2025 from the Japanese encephalitis (JE) infection. 
The most recent fatality was in March 2025 where a man aged in his 70s, who was earlier reported to 
have acquired JE while holidaying in the Murrumbidgee region, died in hospital where he had been 
receiving care for JE. This was the fourth death from JE since the virus was first detected in NSW in 
2022.  
 
In addition, a probable case of JE infection was identified in a man in his 20s in northern NSW. He likely 
acquired the infection in the northwest of the state when travelling between Moree Plains, Tamworth, 
and Gunnedah shires. He has been discharged from hospital and is recovering at home. He was the fifth 
person infected with JE in NSW this season.  
 
Whilst Bourke Shire has not been mentioned as a location for any cases of Japanese encephalitis, with 
so much water spread across the Shire, now is an opportune time to remind residents as to how best to 
reduce the risks from mosquitoes.  
 
An important action is to stop adult mosquitoes from entering your home. This can be done by using 
flyscreens on windows and doors, and screening chimneys, vents and other entrances. It is suggested 
that you take the necessary action to repair any damaged screens. 
 
During the day, mosquitoes rest and hide in cool shady areas such as in and around the home before 
emerging at dusk to feed. Utilise a surface insecticide spray in areas where mosquitoes like to rest 
however, in spraying, make sure you avoid aquaria and fish ponds as fish are acutely sensitive to these 
insecticides. 
 
Mosquitoes need water to breed, and some mosquitoes can breed in very small amounts of water, such 
as in the water that collects in a discarded soft drink can. Measures to reduce the risk of mosquitoes 
breeding around your home include: 
 



• Cleaning up your backyard and removing all water-holding rubbish, including tires and 
containers. 

• Keeping your lawns mowed. 
• Flushing and wiping out bird baths and water features once a week. 
• Filling pot plant bases with sand to avoid standing water. 
• Storing anything that can hold water undercover or in a dry place, and keeping bins covered. 
• Flushing out the leaves of water-holding plants such as bromeliads once a week. 
• Keeping drains and roof guttering clear to avoid standing water. 
• Covering or securely screening the openings of septic tanks and rainwater tanks. 

 
Properly cleaned and chlorinated swimming pools are rarely a source of mosquito breeding, but 
neglected pools can be a haven for mosquitoes. 
 
These are just a few tips to keep the mosquitoes at bay and avoid some fairly ordinary diseases that 
they can transmit. 
 
School Buses 
 
The second term of the school year is well and truly underway, with this term going through until 4 July 
2025. With schools back in operation, so are the School Buses.  
 
As motorists, we should be aware that lights flash on buses to warn motorists that buses are picking up 
and dropping off children. When these lights are flashing, motorists must slow down to 40km/h when 
overtaking or passing a bus, unless a lower speed limit applies. Similarly, motorists should be alert in 
school zones looking out for children crossing the road near bus stops, or along bus routes. 
 
Families also have an important part to play in keeping children safe around roads. As a parent or carer 
of children, never drop them off or meet them on the opposite side of the road to the bus stop or call 
them across the road. In addition, it is important that you remind them to always wait until the bus has 
gone before choosing a safe place to cross the road.  
 
Talk to your children about Stop! Look! Listen! Think! every time they cross the road: 
 

• Stop one step back from the kerb. 
• Look continuously both ways. 
• Listen for the sounds of approaching traffic. 
• Think whether it is safe to cross and keep checking until safely across.  

 
Quote: “I felt nauseous, I resigned myself to the fact that I was probably going to die.” – NSW Police 
Inspector Amy Scott giving evidence at the Bondi Junction Westfield Coronial Inquest.  
 

 

 

 
 


