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The 150™ Bourke Show is on this Saturday, 17 May 2025. After the success of both the Bourke Twilight
Street Fiesta, as held in late March, and the recent Bourke Easter Festival, | am confident that the
Bourke community will again come out and support this important community event.

150 years of tradition is a most significant achievement for any organisation and | congratulate the hard-
working Show Committees over the years for their work in continually delivering an annual Pastoral and
Agricultural (P&A) Show to the Bourke Shire. Council is happy to be a gold sponsor of the Bourke Show,
and it also extends its thanks to the many businesses that come on board to support the annual event.

This year there is a dog and pet show, blade shearing, a BMX show, whip cracking, a young farmers
challenge, dash for cash races, a mechanical bull to compete against, pavilion exhibits, ring events,
historic car display and competition, live music, a fireworks display, and of course, sideshow alley.

| heard that the Bourke Shire Councillors might be participating in a scone bake-off as part of the Show.
Time will tell if the bake-off proceeds. In the event it does......” To the victor go the spoils.”

Bourke Airport Upgrade

It was great that Mayor Lachlan and | were able to meet with the NSW Minister for Agriculture, Regional
NSW and Western NSW, the Hon. Tara Moriarty MP when she visited Bourke earlier this month.

Whilst we spoke about a myriad of matters during her visit, including the damage arising from the
recent flooding through to discussing the “shovel ready” North Bourke Bridge restoration project, it was
pleasing to hear her announcement of funding of up to $4.66m to undertake the strengthening and
reseal of the 1830 metre main runway at the Bourke Airport. Council’s thanks are extended to the
Minister in respect of this important project for Bourke.

Interestingly, the landing of aircraft at Bourke has not always taken place at the Bourke Airport.

Aviation in Bourke can be traced back to 1919 when the Old Bourke Aerodrome, then located on the
southern side of the Bourke Railway Station, operated until it closed in 1948, with the aerodrome having
a history that is arguably unsurpassed by any other aerodrome in Australia. Strategically located on the
routes between Sydney and Darwin and Melbourne and Darwin, it was the last or first stop in NSW for
aircraft in those early days of aviation. Until aeroplanes carried more fuel and became more reliable,
Bourke Aerodrome was a necessary stop. The Town of Bourke suited the old days of navigation by the
three Rs of, Railways, Roads and Rivers, as it was easy to find visually.



The journey of the original Bourke Aerodrome began on 21 November 1919 when a Captain Wrigley and
Sergeant Murphy landed their 1916 single-engine BE2e there. They were on an Australian survey run for
the first London to Australia air race. This significant event marked the beginning of the aerodrome's
storied history. Just ten weeks later, on 12 February 1920, the aerodrome welcomed the race winners,
Keith and Ross Smith, who landed their giant ex-WW1 bomber, the Vickers Vimy at the Bourke
Aerodrome.

The existing Sid Coleman Drive, North Bourke, located Bourke Airport was constructed during 1942 and
1943 as a joint project between the Australian and United States defence forces (Allied Works Council
for Defence Purposes) as a secondary base located within close proximity to Darwin. Two active
runways were constructed, these being a sealed 1,830 metre runway, known as RWY 05-23 and a gravel
strip, known as RWY 18-36, being 1,000 metres in length. The sealed runway was constructed using a
cement stabilised base within the central 18m strip. The shoulders on both sides were later sealed by
the Federal Airports Corporation (Department of Civil Aviation) in 1958 to enable operations by Fokker
F27 aircraft which were once operated on a regular schedule into Bourke.

In the latter parts of the 1900’s, the Commonwealth Government funded the transfer of ownership of a
significant number of local and regional airfields and aerodromes across Australia to local government
authorities under the Aerodrome Local Ownership Plan (ALOP). This was the case for the Bourke Airport,
with ownership of the Airport ultimately transferred to Bourke Shire Council in the early 1980'’s.

Asthma

Asthma is a chronic lung condition that affects the airways (the breathing tubes that carry air into our
lungs). Asthma is caused by the inflammation and tightening of the thin muscle around the airways
which makes it harder to breathe. Sometimes, people with asthma find it harder to breathe in and out,
because the airways in their lungs become narrower. It is like trying to breathe through a thin straw. At
other times their breathing is normal.

| would suspect that we all know someone who is affected by asthma because it is one of the most
prevalent diseases in Australia. Some 2.8 million people, or 1 in 9 Australians, are estimated to be
currently living with the condition across the nation. Worldwide, over 260 million people are affected by
this most common of chronic non-communicable disease.

Last Tuesday, 6 May 2025, was World Asthma Day and | caught a news item on the radio which gave an
overview of the prevalence of asthma, both in Australia and across the world. The radio news item also
spoke of the onset of asthma, and whilst the exact causes of asthma are not known, research has shown
that the risk of getting asthma partly depends on genetics with asthma often running in families. Asthma
can be allergic or non-allergic. Allergic asthma is more common in families with asthma and allergies. In
respect of allergies, | was interested to learn that in Australia, around two out of five Australians have
allergies, including most people with asthma. Allergies tend to run in families, like asthma does, but
family members may not have the same response. Allergies occur when a person’s immune system
reacts to substances (allergens) that are harmless to most people. These allergens include house dust
mites, mould, pollen and pets.

The risk of children getting asthma seems to be increased by mothers smoking while pregnant, people
smoking around babies or young children, air pollution from traffic or industry, mouldy houses, and
being born premature or with a low birth weight. On the other hand, adults can develop asthma

over time from indoor air pollution at work or home (for example, by breathing fumes that irritate the
lungs, or breathing in dusts that they are allergic to).



Researchers have found many other things that could help explain why asthma is so common, but they
don’t yet know exactly why some people get asthma and others don’t. So, if you start wheezing whilst
breathing, feeling like you can’t get enough air or being short of breath, you have a feeling of tightness
in the chest or you are constantly coughing, best you seek medical advice.

Disaster Relief Funding

The Australian and New South Wales Governments, through the Commonwealth-State Disaster
Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA), have announced that disaster assistance is now available in the
Bourke, Brewarrina and Walgett Local Government Areas (LGAs) following the impact of flooding. This is
certainly good news for Council given the level of damage that has occurred to the Shire’s road network
in recent times.

For the community, support includes the provision of assistance for impacted residents to help meet
immediate needs like emergency accommodation; grants for low income, uninsured residents to replace
lost essential household items to maintain a basic standard of living and to undertake essential
structural repairs to restore their homes to a safe and habitable condition; concessional interest rate
loans for small businesses, primary producers, and non-profit organisations and grants to sporting and
recreation clubs to repair or replace damaged or destroyed property; and freight subsidies for primary
producers to help transport livestock and fodder.

The NSW SES, NSW Reconstruction Authority and other services have been out and about the Shire
assessing impacts and providing support. To apply for a concessional loan or freight subsidy, landholders
are requested to contact the NSW Rural Assistance Authority on 1800 678 593 or visit
WWW.raa.nsw.gov.au.

Quote: “And | can promise all Australians this — no matter how you voted today, the government |
lead will respect every one of you every day.” — Incoming Prime Minister Anthony Albanese’s
Acceptance Speech.


http://www.raa.nsw.gov.au/
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