
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Federal Election 
 
With voting in the Federal Election well and truly behind us, all the votes have been countered and the 
seats across the nation have been declared. The Prime Minister has announced his second-term 
ministry, and the ministry has been sworn in. The Liberal Party has elected a new parliamentary leader 
in Susan Ley, with the National Party retaining its incumbent party leader as the Deputy Opposition 
Leader, whilst the Greens have yet to determine their party leader. It’s certainly been a busy period 
since Australia voted on 3 May 2025. 
 
In our Seat of Parkes, congratulations go to first time candidate, Jamie Chaffey who, following his pre 
selection win to represent the seat, following previous member Mark Coulton’s retirement from the 
seat, went on to win the 3 May poll. On a two (2) party basis, Jamie claimed the seat with 63.2% of the 
vote compared to Labor Party candidate Nathan Fell who tallied 36.8% of the 102,261 voters in the 
seat. Jamie’s victory came with a 4.94% swing against the Nationals, with this figure being based on 
the percentage change in voter support for the two preferred candidates between now and the 
previous election. 
 
Leading into the election there was much speculation that either party might only win enough seats to 
govern as a minority government however that certainly wasn’t to be the case, with the Australian 
Labor Party well and truly eclipsing the 76 seats needed for a majority to govern in their own right. As 
they say, “The people have spoken.” No doubt there will be plenty of soul searching for the defeated 
parties noting, just like in sport, you only play as good as your opposition. For good government, the 
nation needs a strong opposition. 
 
I read some figures recently that revealed that the voter turnout for this most recent election was 
81.7%. Whilst I can’t confirm the veracity of this figure, I found such a low number to be very 
interesting, noting that voting in Australia is compulsory. Given that you can pre poll, with the 
Australian Electoral Commission identifying that 693 people did so in Bourke as part of some 6.7m 
voters who pre polled across the nation, it’s somewhat strange that so many voters simply didn’t turn 
up.   
 
Feral Deer 
 
An issue that affects the landscape and natural environment around Bourke is that of invasive pest 
animals. I recently experienced that when driving between Byrock and Bourke on dusk where I passed 
some 30 to 40 feral pigs close to the road. I am aware of the explosion in feral pig numbers across the 
far west, but this was the first time that I had witnessed so many of them up relatively close. 
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In recent months there have been isolated reports of feral deer having also been spotted in the 
Bourke area. In this regard, NSW Local Land Services (LLS), who support land holders across the state 
to improve and maintain natural resource and agricultural production systems, are seeking the 
support of land holders and the public in reporting any feral deer that they may see in the area. 
 
Feral deer compete with livestock for pastures, damage fences, browse vegetation, carry parasites and 
spread livestock diseases. They're spreading throughout NSW and have doubled their distribution in 
the last 10 years. Feral deer now occupy 23% of NSW. LLS are keen to ensure that feral deer do not 
become established or abundant in western NSW. In other areas across the state, feral deer have 
caused significant agricultural and environmental damage and can reach very high numbers, up to 40 
deer per square kilometre. 
 
If you see a deer, LLS have requested that you make a note of the location, the number of deer, and 
the sex and species of the deer, if known. If you could take a photo, that would be most beneficial in 
reporting the matter to the local LLS Biosecurity Officer. The best option available is to download the 
FeralScan app onto your phone. FeralScan is a free community resource for recording observations of 
pest animals, the damage they cause, or control actions. It is used extensively across NSW by land 
holders, pest controllers and community groups. It allows the user to input a GPS position of a 
sighting, add photos, and then send a report directly to LLS. 
 
If you need further information, don't hesitate to visit the local LLS Biosecurity Officer, Alana Coxhead, 
at her office in Bathurst St, Brewarrina, or contact her via email: alana.coxhead@lls.nsw.gov.au  
 
Netwaste  
 
NetWaste is a voluntary regional waste group formed in 1995 to provide collaborative approaches to 
waste and resource management. Funded primarily through the NSW Environment Protection 
Authority (EPA), the waste group has a membership base of 25 councils that cover almost 40% of the 
State.  
 
During the past two decades, the focus of Netwaste has evolved. Its initial aim was to ensure that the 
essential waste service requirements of members were met and to deliver service efficiencies through 
regional contracts. NetWaste now delivers outcomes beyond regional service arrangements, through 
targeted waste management projects, education and community engagement programs, and member 
Council enablement. 
 
Council is an active member of Netwaste, and next Thursday and Friday, the Regional Netwaste Forum 
will be held in Bourke. Whilst in Bourke, Netwaste staff will take the opportunity to brief councillors as 
to what and who Netwaste are and provide an overview on the operations of Netwaste. In addition, 
with the Netwaste Education Officer also in Bourke for the Forum, the opportunity has been taken to 
meet with the schools of Bourke with a view to potentially establishing an Environmental Education 
Program for schools. The program would be individually tailored to each school with topics such as 
waste management, litter reduction and environmental care initiatives (tree planting and creating 
recycled bird boxes for school trees) available. Hopefully, the program with the schools comes to 
fruition as a collaboration with Netwaste and Bourke Shire Council. 
  
 
 



Exhibition of Documents 
 
Don’t forget that Councils draft 2025/2026 Operational Plan (Budget) and its draft four (4) Year Delivery 
Program 2025 are currently on exhibition for the purpose of inviting community comment. Submissions 
on the Plans close with Council at 4.30pm on Friday, 30 May 2025. The draft documents are available for 
viewing on Council’s website or alternatively, hard copies are available for viewing at the front office at 
Council. Given that the Local Government Act requires that any submissions received must be 
considered by Council prior to adopting the Plans, the opportunity is there for community members to 
have their direct say in respect of Councils budget for the next financial year and also in respect of the 
strategic direction of Council for the next four (4) years. 
 
Virtual Fences 
 
I must admit, when a NSW Farmers’ Media Release recently came across my desk with the first 
paragraph reading, “Farmers have welcomed the NSW Government’s move to legalise virtual fencing for 
cattle,” I was rather intrigued to learn more of these virtual cattle fencing phenonium.  
 
A quick search revealed that virtual fencing is used to contain cattle without the need for physical internal 
fencing, instead using devices such as neck bands or collars that use GPS technology and sensory cues to 
manage their movement. Using GPS coordinates, farmers can use this technology as internal fencing, rather 
than having to construct new or maintain existing fencing. In addition, farmers can gain insights on the 
health and movement of their herds. This assists farmers to reconfigure paddocks and reduce costs on 
fence repair, plus address other issues shown through data analysis more efficiently and effectively. 
  
In terms of the Government committing to legislating the use of the fencing, potential animal welfare 
concerns, biosecurity and public safety issues were to the fore. The commitment came to fruition 
following recommendations from the Legislative Assembly Committee Inquiry into the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Amendment (Virtual Stock Fencing) Bill 2024, with input from NSW Farmers and animal 
welfare organisations.  
 
Council Meeting 
 
The May Ordinary meeting of Council will be held on Monday 26 May 2025 commencing at 10.15am in 
the Council Chamber in Mitchell St. Alternatively, the meeting is livestreamed with viewing access 
available via Councils website: https://www.bourke.nsw.gov.au 
 
Quote: “Peace be with you all.” – The words spoken by newly elected Pope, Leo XIV, as he greeted the 
world for the first time in his new role. 
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