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Following the extended period of flooding that residents in Wanaaring have faced since mid-April, it was
very pleasing to receive advice from Transport for NSW that Councils grant funding application to
construct a shared pedestrian and cycleway path linking Wanaaring Public School to Wanaaring Store
and playground, had been successful.

With the $227,272 grant provided under the NSW Government’s “Get NSW Active” program, the
pathway works in O’Grady St Wanaaring will benefit students, and local residents. It will enhance
pedestrian safety, encourage active travel, and improve access to community amenities.

When applying for Government Grant Funding, it is important that the subject project has been
identified through a strategic planning process. This was the case with the Wanaaring Pathway Project
with Council’s Active Transport Plan identifying the need for a linkage between the Wanaaring Public
School and the Wanaaring General Store and Post Office.

Councils Active Transport Plan was adopted by Council at its August 2023 meeting. It identifies
numerous potential pathway projects across the Bourke Shire that have been assessed as per the
following criteria: Does it fill a network gap? Has it been identified in consultation? Is it suitable for all
users? Are there user type benefits? Is it located in a high activity area? Is it located in a hazard area?
Does it improve separation of/from motor vehicles? Is it an iconic route that inspires great activity? Will
it increase active transport trips and support? Is it practical and cost effective?

It is often said that “Life is about timing” and that was certainly the case with this project when, in
September 2024, the Principal of the Wanaaring Public School, Wendy Robb, wrote to Council seeking
the provision of a shared footpath link in O’Grady St, Wanaaring. With Council not having available
funding for the project and having made three (3) previous unsuccessful applications to Transport for
NSW for the funding of various projects emanating from the Active Transport Plan, Council advised the
school that “it would continue to seek further grant opportunities to progress the Plan.” Applications
closed on 25 November 2024, and the successful outcome, possibly a reward for tenacity, is pleasing.
Staff are currently developing their works programs for 2025/2026 to develop plans as to when the
grant funded work will be undertaken.

Council’s thanks for this funding are extended to NSW Transport Minister, the Hon John Graham and
NSW Regional Transport Minister, the Hon Jenny Aitchison.

Non-Potable Water Use

Village residents across the Shire are reminded that the supply of water in the various villages is
classified as non-potable. It is important that village community members and visitors are aware that



the water is not suitable for drinking. The water in the villages is not approved for human consumption,
as it is not treated and does not meet drinking water guidelines. Due to the potential for contamination,
surface water is not recommended as a source of drinking water unless filtered and disinfected.

Whilst the village water supplies are a non-potable supply, regular monitoring of the Village Water
Supply Systems continues to be conducted by Bourke Shire Council staff. In Byrock, for instance, Council
staff have recently completed a check of the chain-wire perimeter mesh fence which surrounds the
village’s water storage dam. An evidently deliberately cut hole was found in the fence, that has now
been fixed.

Unfortunately, Council does not have the resources to filtrate or chlorinate the water supply in the
Shire’s villages. Notwithstanding, Council is always on the lookout looking for funding opportunities to
improve all six (6) of councils non potable water supplies within the shire.

If you require further information on these village water supplies, please do not hesitate to contact
Council’s Manager of Works, Mr. Peter Brown on 68 308 000.

Residential Swimming Pools

A reminder that all Swimming Pools in NSW must be registered. This includes private back yard
residential swimming pools. Swimming Pools can be registered at:
WWW.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au.

The process to register a swimming pool is relatively simple. You will be required to enter your name,
address, contact details, the type of pool and the approximate age of the pool. You will also need to
complete a self-assessment checklist about your pool, which entails the use of a simple checklist to self-
assess if your pool meets the appropriate Australian Standards. Councils authorised officers may fine
pool owners if their pool is not registered on the NSW Swimming Pool Register. Council can assist and
complete the registration process for a fee of $10.

Pool Fencing is an important component of the registration process with the age of pools requiring
differing access restrictions. For pools built before 1 August 1990, access to the pool from the house
must be restricted at all times. Windows and doors may form part of the barrier, but they must be
compliant. For pools built after 1 August 1990 but before 1 July 2010, the pool must be surrounded by a
fence that separates the pool from the house. Some exemptions apply if the pool is part of a very small
property (less than 230 square metres) or a large property (2 hectares or over) or a waterfront property.
For pools built from 1 July 2010 onwards, all new pools must be surrounded by a fence that separates
the pool from the house.

A pool in the backyard of your home is a godsend, particularly during summer in Bourke. Unfortunately
however, pools can be the source of tragedy if they do not meet the required standards. Every year we
hear of examples from across the State where young children have breached a pool gate, fallen in the
water, and drowned. | would urge all pool owners in Bourke to get their private pool registered, and in
doing so, ensure that their pool is compliant.

E-Waste Recycling
Bourke Shire Council and NetWaste, in partnership with Sims Metal Management offer residents a free

recycling service for their unwanted E-waste. Things such as computer towers, printers, fax machines,
DVD and video players, computer monitors, televisions and laptops, are all types of E-waste that will be


http://www.swimmingpoolregister.nsw.gov.au/

accepted. Residents can drop off their E-waste free of charge at Bourke’s Waste Depot in Gorrell Avenue,
Bourke.

Collaboration

In undertaking their tourism and economic development functions, Council very much recognises the
vital role of collaboration. Council’s strong partnerships with neighbouring councils and regional
organisations have been most beneficial in promoting local attractions and improving visitor
experiences.

Council’s Economic Development and Tourism team actively participate in the Kamilaroi Highway
Committee, which includes Bourke, Brewarrina, Gunnedah, Liverpool Plains, Moree, Narrabri and
Walgett councils. Together, the Committee members are working on various initiatives, notably
engaging a film crew to produce a segment for the "Great Aussie Road Trips" program on Channel 7
television. This project will showcase the unique experiences along the Kamilaroi Highway and highlight
the region’s offerings.

The Kamilaroi Highway Committee was recently recognised as a finalist in the Local Government NSW
Excellence Awards under the Borderless Communities category for their project, "Seven Councils, One
Remarkable Journey." This achievement helps elevate the region’s profile and strengthens efforts to
secure grants for future joint ventures.

In addition, Economic Development and Tourism staff recently attended a valuable forum hosted by the
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development in Narromine. The event brought together
councils from across the region—including Cobar, Dubbo, Gilgandra, Warren and Warrumbungle’s
councils, providing a great opportunity to share knowledge with Economic Development Managers,
Tourism Operators, and local government staff. These collaborations are vital to fostering regional
growth and enhancing our community’s vibrancy.

Toorale Road

Under the NSW Government’s Fixing Local Roads Program, Council has recently completed the sealing
of a 20km section of Toorale Road. What was once an impassable section of road when wet, the sealing
certainly improves access for locals and tourists alike. Fixing Local Roads is a $691 million NSW
Government Program that has successfully provided better regional connections across the State, much
to the delight of road users.

State of Origin

| am optimistic that the NSW Blues will have gone one game up following a win in last night's first State
of Origin Rugby League match for 2025 at Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane. Time will tell!

Quote: “highly overrated...not a talented guy — just a pushy, obnoxious JERK.” — US President Donald
Trump taking aim at Bruce Springsteen following the Boss saying that Trump headed up a “corrupt,
incompetent and treasonous administration.”



