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Public Rubbish Bins

Throughout the Bourke Central Business Area, in our various parks, and at other locations across town,
Council supplies and empties public rubbish bins. | take the opportunity to remind the community that
these bins are for general public use only. It is requested that they not be used for the disposal of
residential or commercial waste. In recent times, Council has experienced and witnessed a large
increase in the use of these public bins for inappropriate waste disposal. This has been especially so in
the Main Street of Bourke where commercial and residential waste is being placed in the public bins. |
would call on property owners in our Main Street to bring this matter to the attention of their staff or
tenants to ensure that the correct waste disposal avenues are followed.

Whilst this may not sound like a big issue, unfortunately, the general public rubbish bins are being used
for both commercial and residential waste such that even when the bins are full, bags of rubbish are
being placed next to the public rubbish bins. What happens is that the rubbish is left out overnight with
cats and dogs then going through the rubbish, and in doing so, the waste gets spread far and wide.

Whilst correspondence has been provided to businesses who are known to be using the street bins for
the disposal of their commercial waste, the assistance of the wider community in respect of this matter
would be appreciated.

Biggest Morning Tea

Every year, Cancer Council Australia encourages work sites and community groups to come together
and hold a morning tea with the goal of raising over $15 million annually that can be directed towards
supporting research, prevention, and support services for individuals and families impacted by cancer. If
it’s not you that’s affected by cancer, you will undoubtedly know a relative or friend who has been
diagnosed with some form of cancer. This is supported by data that identifies that almost 1 in 2
Australians are diagnosed with some form of cancer before the age of 85. With this in mind,
contributing to the Biggest Morning Tea is certainly worthwhile.

Council staff recently came together and held their own Biggest Morning Tea event at Councils Mitchell
Street office. Staff provided a morning tea with cakes and sandwiches for their fellow workers and in
doing so, raised $278 for the Biggest morning tea cause. Thank you to my staff for their initiative in
getting involved and assisting this important cause.

One day, cancer will hopefully be cured. Investment in research has helped increase cancer survival
rates from 49% in the 1980s to 71% today. Because of research, more people are surviving cancer than
ever before. By coming together and being part of the Biggest Morning Tea, contributors can assist in
increasing survival rates even higher.



Ride for Country Kids 2025

The Royal Far West (RFW) is currently in its 100%™ year. To celebrate, the organisation has recently
conducted its three (3) day “Ride for Country Kids” cycling event. Most appropriately, the ride started in
Bourke before travelling to Cobar, the home of the RFW founder, Reverend Stanley Drummond, before
finishing in Narromine where the RFW piloted its first Telehealth program. The history across the region
is very strong.

The Royal Far West is probably best known as that place on Manly Beach in Sydney where country kids
go for a holiday. However, Royal Far West does a lot more than that and it is interesting to look back
nearly 100 years’ when in 1931, Royal Far West was already servicing Bourke with its Travelling Baby
Clinics. To improve this service, former Bourke Mayor, Sid Coleman, bought an aeroplane and provided
free air transport for medical staff and patients in isolated areas. By 1935 the Aerial Baby Clinic was in its
fourth year of service, helping hundreds of children, including 239 babies from the “Back O’ Bourke”.

Interestingly, the main road into the Bourke Airport is named after Sid Coleman, a fitting testament to
his significant contribution to Bourke and beyond.

After those initial early days, the Royal Far West has gone on and continued to support kids and families
in the Bourke region to this day. Working with the Bourke and District Children’s Services, the
Maranguka Early Childhood Working Group and other local organisations, the Royal Far West has
certainly contributed significantly to the Bourke region.

Following the event, Council recently received a thank you letter from Jacqui Emery, who is the CEO of
Royal Far West, which read as follows:

“The Ride for Country Kids 2025 has officially wrapped up, and what an incredible event it has
been! This was our biggest Ride yet — marking 100 riders in Royal Far West’s 100th year — and it
wouldn’t have been possible without your hard work, dedication and belief in our mission.

Organising such a large-scale event takes passion, teamwork and unwavering commitment, and
you delivered all of that and more. Thanks to your support, we raised over $800,000 — an
extraordinary achievement that will allow us to provide critical health services to country kids
and their families.

This milestone year has been a powerful reminder of what we can accomplish together. Your
contributions — whether behind the scenes, coordinating logistics, or championing our cause —
played a vital role in making this Ride one for the history books. We are immensely grateful.

Once again, thank you for everything you’ve done to make this Ride a success. Your generosity
and commitment have helped ensure a brighter future for country kids.”

Atomic Bombings

The 6™ and 9t of August 2025 will be the 80th anniversaries of the atomic bombings of the Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively, that saw more than 210,000 people perish. In addition to
those that perished, there are the "hibakusha" who are the surviving victims of the atomic blasts. While
these individuals survived the immediate effects of the blasts, the hibakusha have suffered from the
effects of radiation sickness, loss of family and friends, and discrimination. Despite their difficulties,
many hibakusha have been shining examples of turning their personal tragedies into a struggle to
promote peace and to create a world free of nuclear weapons.

Whilst these bombings are credited with ending World War 2 and that atomic bombs haven’t been since
used on a populous, there has unfortunately been a proliferation of atomic weapons held by various



countries across the world and there has been certainly no slowdown in the number of wars waged
around the world. As a race, us humans are slow learners when it comes to waging war. There are
certainly no winners. The impacts to all sides involved in war are profound.

| recently received correspondence on behalf of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN), Australia seeking to reject the use of nuclear weapons. 80 years on from the nuclear
devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, the threat of nuclear weapons to cities and civilians remains.
They noted that a single nuclear weapon can destroy a city and kill most of its people. Several nuclear
explosions over modern cities would undoubtedly kill many millions of people. Any use of nuclear
weapons, whether deliberate or accidental, would have catastrophic, far-reaching and long-lasting
consequences for people around the world, along of course with the environment.

Whilst early August 2025 is still a couple of months away, please put this important anniversary in your
diary and take the opportunity on the days to reflect on the impact that these insidious weapons have
had on so many people. Hopefully, main stream media pick up on this anniversary and it is bought to the
attention of people across the nation and around the world.

Planning Proposal

The Bourke and District Children’s Services operates from Council owned land at 9A Gorrell Avenue,
Bourke. The use of the site as community facilities is permitted with consent use of the site as per the
existing Public Recreation zoning of the Bourke Local Environmental Plan. The proposed expansion of
the Service to include a childcare facility will change the use of the site to a centre-based childcare
facility, which is currently a prohibited activity in the zone.

Council at its May 2025 meeting resolved to submit what’s called a Planning Proposal to the NSW
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure to amend the Bourke Local Environmental Plan by
introducing an additional permitted use of centre-based childcare facility at the Gorrell Avenue site.
Council is certainly keen to see this new facility come to fruition.

Quote:” How did | mislead you on Lachlan Galvin?” - Channel 9 Rugby League panellist and Bulldogs
General Manager of Football, Philip Gould defending himself on television recently.



