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Flood Damaged Roads

| recently took the opportunity to travel with Councils Road Operations Coordinator, Chris Morrall, to
both inspect damage and visit Councils road crew working on the flood damaged Hungerford Road, the
result of the April 2025 flood event in the Paroo and Cuttaburra rivers.

Preliminary works, on what is an extensive project, commenced in late May 2025 when staff enabled a
site for a temporary workers camp at Yantabulla, gained emergency access to a gravel pit close to the
works on Kia-Ora Station and commenced the task of filling in the many flood damaged wash aways to
allow access for Councils plant to begin works.

During the actual flood event, the SES took me out to look at the extent of the flooding. During the
reconnaissance flight, | saw how far and wide the waters had spread and saw large tracts of road
underwater. It is not until the water moves away and you are on the ground that the magnitude of the
flood damage becomes truly evident. To actually see the damage on the ground is something else, and
certainly reflects the force of water, which cannot be underestimated. The damage is a clear reminder
why you don’t enter flood water — you simply don’t know what the water is covering. For instance, the
road at Brindingabba Creek has extensive damage and the crews are busy removing the silt from wash
away holes that are large enough to swallow a bus. These holes are then being backfilled as an interim
measure to open the road to landholders and other travellers. Other parts of the road look like what |
would imagine a “moon scape” would be like. Large craters and damage to the surface. This work is
going to take time.

Council staff are well versed in undertaking road repairs and upgrades. | regularly receive positive
comments about the quality of works the team have undertaken, particularly the sealing works
undertaken on Wanaaring Road. | have no doubt that my staff will successfully complete these extensive
emergency works to firstly open the road and then return in coming months to bring the road up to the
required standard.

On a brighter note, the countryside is flush with grass and the stock are very content. | also noted the
abundance of wildlife including emus, kangaroos and wild pigs. The area is certainly in for a good
season.

Plant Hire Tender

In undertaking Councils annual program of road works, Council will often engage contractors to supply
plant and equipment to offset Councils own plant resource. To this end, Council on an annual basis
invites tenders for the supply of plant and equipment, either with an operator (wet hire) or without an
operator (dry hire).



Such plant and equipment can then be hired by Council, from time to time as required, having regard to
project requirements and to complement Council’s own plant and equipment inventory. The tender for
the supply of plant and equipment to Council during the 2025/2026 Financial Year closes at 10.00am
tomorrow, Friday 13 June 2025.

Under the specification for this and all Council tenders, and in accordance with the Local Government
(General) Regulation, late tenders cannot be accepted. In the past, there have been examples where
quality submissions have simply not been able to be considered because they have been submitted
after the designated closing time. With Council utilising its electronic tendering portal for the lodgement
of tenders, the system simply locks out the submission of tenders come the tenders closing time. There
is no period of grace, the time is the time.

The Red Fleet

In August 2022, | presented a report to Council on the NSW Auditor Generals insistence that NSW
councils recognise the “Rural Fire Service (RFS) Red Fleet” as Council owned assets. The "red fleet"
refers to essentially, RFS trucks, vehicles, and firefighting appliances. Despite advice from the Auditor
General that Council may receive a qualified audit report in respect of its Financial Statements, Council
was adamant in its resolve that it does not control RFS assets and the assets should not be included in
Councils Balance Sheet.

At the time, Council wrote to various State Government Ministers and our Local Member, Roy Butler
MP, seeking their assistance to come together with Local Government NSW, on behalf of the 68
aggrieved Councils, to resolve this issue and acknowledge that control and ownership of these
firefighting assets rest with the NSW Government and specifically, the NSW Rural Fire Service. In writing,
Council argued that it no longer had a say in the acquisition, deployment, usage or disposal of RFS
assets. It was Councils position that this evolution needed to be reflected in the Rural Fires Act so that
the accountability and the responsibility for the RFS are fully aligned.

Recognition of rural firefighting assets required councils to recognise an increased annual depreciation
expense which would undoubtedly negatively impact council’s reported bottom line operating result
before capital grants. Across the State, it was estimated that this figure could amount to some $145m.

Whilst Council ultimately never received a qualified audit report in respect of its financial statements,
due to Councils Auditors deeming the value of the Red Fleet not included in the statements being of an
immaterial amount, many larger councils across the State weren’t so fortunate. At the conclusion of the
2023/2024 period, qualified audit opinions were issued for 36 councils due to non-recognition of rural
firefighting equipment vested under section 119(2) of the Rural Fires Act 1997.

After many years of consistent and principled advocacy by the NSW local government sector, the NSW
Parliament’s Public Accounts Committee (PAC) tabled a report following its Inquiry into the assets,
premises and funding of the NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS). In a significant win for local government, the
PAC made 14 recommendations which are strongly consistent with the position advocated by NSW
councils. The key recommendations relating to the Red Fleet include transferring ownership of the Red
Fleet assets to the RFS and amending the Rural Fires Act 1997 to recognise that the NSW RFS is
responsible for the maintenance and repair of Red Fleet assets. This would mean that councils would no
longer pay for maintenance and repair.

It must be said that Bourke Shire Council is a strong supporter of the local RFS brigades and this
“dispute” has had nothing to do with or impacted the professional relationships between council and
the “on the ground” volunteers.



Over many years, the RFS has evolved from a purely community-based initiative, through to then being
part of the local council, and now to being a State Government agency with responsibilities under
national emergency management arrangements. The timely adoption of the PAC recommendations by
the NSW Government is now looked forward to with a view to this matter being finalised.

The Blue Tree

The Blue Tree Project involves painting trees blue, usually those that are dead or dying, to serve as a
visual reminder and conversation starter about mental health. The project aims to break down the
stigma of mental health and encourage people to talk about their mental health experiences.

The Blue Tree Project began as a playful prank between two (2) friends when they painted a dead tree blue on
the family farm in Western Australia's Wheatbelt region back in 2014. What started as an act of fun and mischief
has since transformed into something profoundly meaningful, following one of these pranksters having
committed suicide in 2019. From that moment, the Blue Tree Project has grown into a movement dedicated to
changing the way mental health is approached. Each Tree encourages open conversations, remind us to check in
on ourselves, and stands as visual prompts to support those who may be struggling. The blue trees are a symbol
of hope, not loss.

Councillor Frank Kerr recently raised with his fellow councillors the issue of mental health and the
importance of Bourke having its own Blue Tree. With Councillors in full support of the concept, staff
identified an appropriate tree located on Tancred Drive just past High Street and have subsequently
painted the tree blue.

What started in Western Australia, the Blue Tree Project quickly spread to locations across Australia and
then to locations across the world. To date there are some 1,417 Blue Tree locations across the world,
of which Bourke is one.

Quote: "We believe there is conflict within organised criminal networks at the moment, We believe it
is related to drug supply matters." - NSW Police Deputy Commissioner, David Hudson, announcing
Taskforce Falcon to investigate violence between organised crime figures in Sydney.






