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Dog Attacks

With online shopping having boomed in recent years, more parcels than ever are being delivered to
residential properties across the nation. This means that postal delivery staff aren’t just stopping at the
letterbox—rather they are needing to go through gates and up to the front doors of houses to drop off
deliveries.

This also means they’re coming across more dogs, with statistics revealing that across Australia, an
average of nine (9) Australia Post delivery staff a day are being harassed by dogs whilst on the job.
Ranging from actual physical and attempted attacks through to being chased and harassed by dogs,
Australia Post has reported that 1150 dog-related incidents have been reported by their workers in the
past six months alone. Postal delivery staff, or posties, carry a handheld electronic device that not only
records deliveries but also allows posties to record any incidents as they undertake their rounds.
Apparently, some 35,000 active dog-related hazards are currently recorded on the postal system, with
Australia Post reporting that these numbers represent a 20 per cent increase in attacks since November
2024.

Now the posties are fighting back against the increased number of dog of attacks with Australia Post
providing its delivery staff with containers of non-harmful, water-based citronella spray to be used to
deter vengeful dogs. When deployed, the spray temporarily distracts the dog, giving the postie crucial
moments to hopefully move to safety. Australia Post first trialled the spray, which was already in use by
various other postal services across the world, with the deterrent spray proving largely effective in de-
escalating dog attack incidents, with the spray being 80 per cent effective in causing dogs to retreat.

Australia Post has announced that all their delivery workers will be equipped with the spray by the end
of July 2025. Following that initial role out, the program will ultimately be extended to Parcel Delivery
Drivers, with all team members being trained on how to use the spray safely, and only as a last resort.

According to Australia Post data, 57 per cent of reported dog attacks occur on the street, with 39 per
cent of those involving roaming dogs. Almost 40 per cent of attacks occur on customers’ properties. Half
of those take place when a front door is opened for a parcel delivery. If your dog attacks a Postie, or for
that matter any person, your dog may be declared dangerous, destroyed and you may be held liable for
damages. The best way to avoid your dog attacking anyone is to ensure that your dog is safely secured
behind a locked door or gate.



Summer of Cricket

It doesn’t seem that all that long ago since 2023 when Australian wicket keeper, Alex Carey, dismissed
the English batsman, Jonny Bairstow, for leaving his crease too early at the 2"? Ashes Test at the “Home
of Cricket,” Lord’s Cricket Ground London. The scenes that followed involving the Lord’s crowd and the
Members of the Marylebone Cricket Club, the owners of Lord’s, in expressing their displeasure at the
manner of the dismissal, will long stay with me. In response, the 2025/2026 Ashes Series in Australia has
understandably become highly anticipated. However, unless you are a member of the capital city cricket
grounds across Australia, your chances of attending a day’s play at any of the 2025/2026 Ashes Tests are
rather slim.

This follows unprecedented ticket sales, with this summer's cricket series having taken on a “Taylor
Swift like” sales frenzy when ticket sales records were recently smashed on the opening day of Cricket
Australia's pre-sale period. Cricket Australia is reporting that a new single-day sales record was set with
311,611 tickets sold for the international summer on the opening sales day, nearly tripling the previous
single-day sales benchmark of 111, 741.

The first three days of both the Pink Test in Sydney and the Gabba day-night Test in Brisbane saw the
public pre-sale allocations exhausted on the opening day with the first day’s play of the Adelaide Test
exhausted the morning after opening day. The public allocation for the opening day of the Boxing Day
Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground was exhausted in record time, with every available seat in the
nation’s largest cricket stadium snapped up in June for the first time ever. Tickets to the Melbourne Test
are always popular, particularly in Ashes years, but never to the extent seen this year, with around
200,000 people in virtual queues when the tickets recently went on sale.

The early rush on Boxing Day tickets could see this summer's MCG Test rival last year's match against
India for total attendance. Then, 373,691 people attended the MCG across the five days. England's most
recent Test at the MCG lasted less than three (3) days, as Australia’s bowlers cleaned up the English
batting line-up to give Australia an innings victory.

From a tourism perspective, the Ashes Series is a promoter’s dream. With the COVID pandemic having
prevented England fans travelling for the previous Ashes series in Australia in 2021/2022, the Barmy
Army is set to assemble in force, with more than 50,000 tickets sold to UK residents during the pre-sale.
England tourists also make up the vast majority of pre-purchased tickets with the Cricket Australia
Travel Office packages. About a quarter of tickets sold to the Sydney Test were to buyers from the UK,
who also accounted for more than 20 per cent of sales for Adelaide and Melbourne. Similar figures are
expected for Brisbane and Perth.

It is understood that some further seats may become available later in the year when operational
requirements such as broadcast camera locations and the size of sightscreens are finalised. Good luck!

NSW Custody Statistics
The NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) recently released the latest NSW Custody
Statistics report showing data to March 2025. The report makes for some thought-provoking reading.

The key findings include:

Adult custody:

e In March 2025, the adult custody population was 13,103, the highest number since the
pandemic began in March 2020 when the figure was 13,525. Following a sharp decline during



the pandemic and a stretch of relative stability through to late 2023, the prison population has
risen steadily. In the 16 months from November 2023 to March 2025, the prison population
increased 8.8% (up 1,055 people).

e From November 2023 to March 2025, Aboriginal prisoners increased 14.0% (or 520 people)
compared with a 4.3% rise in non-Aboriginal prisoners (up 359 people).

e In March 2025 there were 4,244 Aboriginal people in prison; this is 18.9% or 676 people more
than in March 2020. By contrast, in the five years to March 2025 non-Aboriginal prisoners
decreased by 12.5% (down 1,233 people).

e In March 2025 Aboriginal prisoners accounted for 32.4% of the prison population. People on
remand made up 43.7% of the prison population and women made up 6.9%.

Youth Detention:

e In March 2025 there were 229 young people in detention (up 10 or 4.6% from March 2024).

e The majority of young people in custody were on remand (70.7%) and over half were from
Regional NSW (58.1%).

e The main offences for which young people were in custody were break and enter (23.1% of
young people), car theft (15.3%), assault (11.4%) and robbery (10.5%).

e In March 2025, there were 139 Aboriginal young people in detention, representing 60.7% of the
youth detention population.

e While the overall youth detention population remains below pre-pandemic numbers, the
number of Aboriginal young people in detention has risen 29.9% since March 2020, largely due
to a rise in Aboriginal young people on remand (up 76.4% from 55 in March 2020 to 97 In March
2025).

In 2023, violent crime in regional New South Wales was 57 per cent higher than in Greater Sydney with
young people increasingly involved in certain forms of crime, like motor vehicle theft. It was the impact
of these levels of crime across the regions that the NSW Parliament established its inquiry into
“Community Safety in Regional and Rural Communities.” After a series of public hearings, including a
hearing in Bourke, the Parliamentary Committee recently released its interim report. | would encourage
interested residents to access this interim report and have a read. The report is available by going to the
NSW Parliament home page (https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au) and then entering, Community
Safety 2025, into the search bar.

Quote: "We have never seen anything like this in Australian cricket history."- Cricket Australia on the
demand for tickets for the upcoming summer of Test Cricket in Australia.
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