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Byrock Rock Holes Reserve

The Byrock Rock Holes Reserve, located some 500 metres to the west of the Mulga Creek Hotel at
Byrock, is located partly on land owned by the Nulla Nulla Aboriginal Land Council and partly on NSW
Crown land. The Rock Holes are a site of Aboriginal significance being a central site in the Ngemba
people's Dreaming stories about Baiame (the creator) and Wawai (the rainbow serpent). It is a place
where cultural stories and lore are passed on, and it is the site of a former camp occupied by Aboriginal
people from the late 1880s to the early 1900s. In addition, the Village of Byrock was once a stopping
point for Cobb & Co coaches which used the Byrock Rock Holes to water their horses.

| recently received information from Deena Robinson of NSW Crown Lands advising that Crown Lands
were currently seeking applications for the appointment of Board Members in respect of the Byrock
Rock Holes Reserve Land Manager.

Countless facilities across NSW like showgrounds, local halls and parks are run by Statutory Land
Manager Boards, made up of interested community members who understand the need and have a
desire to manage public land and assets for the benefit of the entire community. As a Board Member,
your time is volunteered, however, the rewards obtained through giving something back to the
community are significant. NSW Crown Lands are looking for a good mix of people with a variety of
skills, however, sound business and financial management skills and objective decision-making expertise
would be a distinct advantage.

The Byrock Rock Holes Reserve Land Manager manages Reserve No0.1004509 at Byrock, as notified in
the NSW Government Gazette on 11 April 2003 for Public Recreation purposes. Should your application
be successful, the term of appointment will be for a period not exceeding 5 years.

If you're interested in becoming a Board Member your application for application can be made via,
portal.crownland.nsw.gov.au with all applications required to be lodged by 4 August 2025. Further
information can be obtained by contacting Deena at NSW Crown Lands in Dubbo on (02) 6883 5459 or
by going to reservemanager.crownland.nsw.gov.au

Cost Of Living Crisis

The number of people that are being impacted by the current cost of living crisis is at a disappointingly
high level. The Salvation Army has recently released the results of research which highlights the
desperation of Australia’s most vulnerable people. The research, which involved a survey of 3,586
community members who had received food, financial assistance or material aid from The Salvos, found
that over half (55%) of respondents were skipping meals because of financial hardship, 57% could not
afford prescription medication and almost a quarter (23%) were forced to eat expired or spoiled food.



For families with children, the situation was even more dire, with 62% of parents saying they went
without food so their kids could eat, 43% couldn’t afford essentials like formula and nappies for their
young children, and over a third (36%) struggled to cover the costs of basic non-prescription
medications like paracetamol or ibuprofen. Over a third (35%) of respondents were forced to use buy
now, pay later services to cover essentials like food, utilities and medicine, and a disturbing 83% were
living below the poverty line.

The level of hardship also extended to an inability to pay for utilities and bills. 43% revealed they often
showered less to save on water and electricity, one in five (20%) were living in darkness to cut electricity
costs and one in eight (12%) relied on public bathrooms and shopping centres to avoid using utilities at
home.

It is disappointing that in a country like Australia, we are seeing numbers like this. If you know someone
who is doing it tough, and you are in a position to help, quietly reach out or perhaps financially donate
to one of the service providers who deliver services that assist vulnerable persons in our community.
You will gain significantly for yourself.

Violence in Sport

Over my time as General Manager and in writing the weekly GM’s Column, | have previously made
reference to various crime categories and statistics which emanate from reports issued by BOSCAR, the
NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research.

| was somewhat surprised to recently learn of some of the statistics relating to the level of violent
incidents occurring at sport across the state, with the statistics showing an upward trend following
COVID. In 2024, BOSCAR reports that that there were 150 assaults that were reported to NSW Police
that had occurred at sports grounds or indoor sports centres across the State. This number was an
increase on the pre-COVID total of 139 reported incidents in 2019.

Such is the issue, the NSW Office of Sport has provided funding of $500,000 into its Fair Play Network
since 2023 to undertake its “Shoosh for Kids” campaign to address inappropriate behaviour at junior
sport. This campaign is a collaborative effort between the Office of Sport and sector partners to
encourage positive spectator behaviour at junior sport. The Office of Sport provides access to free
digital resources to raise awareness and promote the very simple message — if you don’t have anything
nice to say, shoosh for kids.

The campaign isn’t about those on the sideline staying completely silent. Rather it’s about making sure
all spectators are positive with the campaign running across five (5) key themes:

e Overarching: Think before you speak

e General participation: Keep it positive. Keep it fun.

e Volunteer appreciation: Remember, volunteers run kids sport.
e Respecting the officials: Respect the referee

e Supporting the coaches: Let coaches do the coaching.

Regardless of whether its junior or senior sport, these key themes are relevant to all of us as spectators.
We have all seen the overzealous parent or supporter giving it to the referee, the opposition or their
own team or own player. At the end of the day it’s a game, the teams are not playing for sheep stations
and any level of abuse is simply not warranted.



Whilst | am not suggesting we have an issue in Bourke relating to violence in sport, it was interesting to
read of some of the inexplicable incidents that occurred at sporting events across NSW during 2024.
These incidents included games being abandoned due to a mid-game brawl; fans fighting in the stands
at NRL matches; a coach and a parent fighting post-game and spectators brawling on the sideline at an
Under 10s soccer match.

PV Jandra

The Paddle Vessel Jandra resumed operations from its North Bourke base on 29 May 2025 following a
six-week delay due to the April flood event which saw the Darling (Baaka) River above 7 metres in height
over the Easter period, and beyond, resulting in the vessel not being able to be safely operated. Since
resuming operations in late May, almost 1,000 visitors to Bourke have taken the opportunity to
experience the beauty of the River via the Jandra, with the flooded river having brought a renewed level
of vitality to the Darling and its surrounding landscape.

This season the Jandra is under the stewardship of Captain Beresford Ralph from Moama, situated along
the Murray River. Captain Ralph is a highly experienced mariner with extensive knowledge of inland
waterways and a strong commitment to maritime safety. He is also a dedicated volunteer with Marine
Rescue Moama, recently celebrating 10 years of service. His leadership and expertise are a valuable
addition to the Jandra crew. The deckhands and the tourism team are enthusiastically working alongside
him to deliver a memorable and safe river cruise experience for all passengers.

The Jandra operates two (2) daily cruises from Monday to Saturday departing at 9:00am and 2:30pm,
whilst a two-hour scenic cruise is available each Sunday from 2:00pm to 4:00pm. In addition to these
scheduled cruises, private charters are available for bus tour groups, local events, and meetings held in
Bourke. These private charters offer an added attraction and unique experience for both visitors and the
local community to enjoy. Further information is available by contacting the friendly staff at the Back O’
Bourke Exhibition Centre (Phone 6872 1321).

The number of passengers on the Jandra reflects the large number of tourists currently visiting Bourke
and experiencing the significant number of tourism opportunities both in Bourke and across the wider
Shire. Great to see.

Quote: “It has been fully agreed by and between Israel and Iran that there will be a Complete and
Total CEASEFIRE.” US President, Donald Trump on his Truth Social website.



