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ICPA-NSW

The Isolated Children’s Parents’ Association of New South Wales Inc (ICPA-NSW) was established in 1971
in Bourke to raise awareness of the issues faced by geographically isolated parents in accessing an
appropriate education for their children. With Australian, State and Territory Associations and
accompanying branches formed since, such as the Bourke and Louth branches in the Bourke Shire, the
ICPA is a force for isolated children and their education.

This year, ICPA-NSW held its Annual Conference in March at Euston, located on the Murray River in the
Balranald Shire. As part of the Annual Conferences, the 27 member branches from across the State were
invited to lodge motions for consideration by conference delegates. Once the motion is moved,
seconded, debated and where carried, the motion becomes the policy position of the State Association
for lobbying purposes to Government.

At this year's Conference, the Louth Branch was successful in having the following motion carried:

“That ICPA-NSW requests the School Infrastructure Team - Department of Education to purchase
generators or be included in the Smart Energy School Project for solar and batteries for both Louth
and Wanaaring Public Schools to ensure school is able to operate regardless of power supply
issues.”

In submitting the motion, the Louth Branch explained that “Essential energy has many planned power
outages throughout summer which usually are for a full school day plus a large number of outages due
to storm activity. Due to the extreme temperatures in summer, school is unable to be run inside or
outside. A generator has been installed for Wilcannia Central School and solar/batteries installed at
Weilmoringle Public schools, given Louth and Wanaaring are in the same climate zone; we ask that the
same access be provided.” Similar concerns were raised at Councils Village Meeting held in Louth earlier
in the year.

| was delighted to learn from the current President of the Louth ICPA, Rachael Nielsen,that foundations
had been laid for generators to be installed at both Wanaaring and Louth Public Schools this week.

This was the first time that this “request for generator” motion had been put forward to the ICPA-NSW
Conference, so naturally, Rachael was very pleased, as are many people, to see such a quick response
from the Government.

As an aside, | didn’t know much about the 2025 Conference location of Euston and found that its history
somewhat reflects the history of Bourke, with Euston having been proclaimed a town in 1885, but that it
virtually ceased to exist when the river trade declined. Situated between Mildura and Swan Hill, the
town grew on the site of the Boomiarcool Station, established by seventeen-year-old Edmund Morey in



1846 at what was then the western limit of European settlement. This station grew to one million acres
by 1946, by which time it was known as Euston, after a mansion in Suffolk, England. From the 1850’s the
land was devoted to wool production and the town developed as a river port with a wharf, ferry,
courthouse, police station, hotel, a boiling-down works, wool-scouring plan & eucalyptus factory.

Ministerial Visit

The NSW Minister for Water, Minister for Housing, Minister for Homelessness, Minister for Mental
Health and Minister for Youth, the Hon Rose Jackson was in Bourke last week. Given this visit, the
opportunity was taken to discuss with the Minister various Shire issues. High on the Agenda was the
Government’s proposal in respect of the Reconnecting the Northern Basin: Louth Weir Fish Passage
project.

Whilst the Minister advised that a much smaller reduction in the height of the Louth weir was now
proposed — a small section of the weir would be reduced by only 100mm instead of 400mm, with the
Minister noting that lowering is necessary to enable the fishways to function - it is fair to say that the
Minister has a far greater understanding of the communities concerns regarding the proposal as a result
of the discussions.

ALGA Conference

On the topic of conferences, in late June 2025, along with Bourke Shire Mayor, Lachlan Ford, | attended
the National General Assembly of Local Government (NGA) in Canberra. It is the largest annual gathering
of local government representatives in Australia with more than 1300 delegates comprising mayors,
councillors, council staff and State and Australian Government representatives from around Australia in
attendance.

Being held in Canberra, access to our Nations leaders is available with speakers at the conference
including Her Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC; The Hon Kristy McBain, Minister for
Regional Development, Local Government and Territories and Minister for Emergency Management;
and Dr Anne Webster MP Shadow Minister for Regional Development, Local Government and
Territories. There was a most interesting session presented by Australian Business Leader, Entrepreneur,
and Finance Expert, Mark Bouris AM who spoke on the topic of “Australia and the Geoeconomic
Landscape.”

There were sessions on Emergency Management - Capability and Capacity; Safer Roads; Housing and
Community Infrastructure; Local Government Jobs and Skills; and of course, like the ICPA-NSW
Conference, debate on motions. All in all, the program of the General Assembly was most interesting
and relevant.

Macquarie Homestay - On Line Auction

As a community, Bourke Shire residents have been regular users of the Macquarie Homestay
accommodation facility in Dubbo when they need to access health services in Dubbo. | had cause to
recently assist a friend attend the Dubbo Hospital for day surgery and | was amazed at the number of
people who walk in and out of the front doors of the hospital. The hospital is certainly a hive of activity.

Whilst Bourke residents regularly reside at Macquarie Homestay, they have also been strong
contributors when fund raising for the Facility has been undertaken in the past. This has generally been
in association when the Tour de OROC cycling event arrives in Bourke and a charity auction is held to
raise funds for Homestay.



| am currently the President of the Bourke Rotary Club, and as a Club we took the decision that, in
conjunction with Outback Radio 2WEB, the Clubs major fund-raising event for 2025 would be an “Online
and On-Air Auction” in support of Macquarie Homestay on Saturday 19 July 2025. The Auction portal
which shows the auction items, and allows you to bid (after registering) is now live at:
https://app.galabid.com/homestayradiothon/items

At this stage, there are 90 items listed for auction; however this will shortly swell to closer to 140 items
when all items are loaded onto the portal. Some items of interest include numerous pieces of sporting
memorabilia, including a signed set of Latrell Mitchell’s football boots; a 50,000 litre Zinc Water Tank; an
85-inch television; accommodation packages; kitchen appliances; framed prints; and so on.

There is something there for everybody, so please tune into Outback Radio 2WEB on Saturday 19 July
2025 and get involved to support Macquarie Homestay. As always, the Bourke Community, and for that
matter contributors from further afield as well, have been most generous in their contribution of
auction items and the Club thanks all contributors for their respective donations.

Junior Sport

On Sunday 22 June 2025, the Bourke Rams Junior Rugby Union Club held a very successful Gala Day with
a high level of participation and a significant amount of natural footballing talent clearly evident. To
their credit, the Junior Rams have been holding drill sessions and games on Friday evenings leading up
to the Gala Day and from all reports, the Friday night drills have really helped with the resulting growth
and confidence of all players on display at the Gala Day.

Friday night drills, games and gala days don’t just happen. Generally, it is a solid core of parents or
carers who take the reins and get things moving and organised, and that’s for all forms of junior sport. A
big thank you to this core group and to all parents, carers for their ongoing support of and commitment
to, Junior Sport.

With the British and Irish Lions Rugby Union side currently touring Australia and not scheduled to return
to Australia for another 12 years in 2037, who knows, there may be a current Bourke junior learning the
game who one day runs out to play a Test Match against the might of the Lions.

Quote: “l didn’t think | could do it justice.” - Former player turned commentator, Brad Fittler,
withdrawing from the race to be the next Kangaroos Rugby League coach.
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