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Electric Vehicles (EV)

| remember a story from many years ago when the former Dubbo mayor, Mathew Dickinson advised
one of his fellow councillors at the time that he was shortly going to Bourke for an Orana Regional
Organisation of Councils Meeting and that he was driving his Tesla EV. The story goes that his fellow
councillor simply responded, “I hope you’ve got a long extension cord!” Mathew made it to Bourke
without the need for an extension cord and he was one of the first to drive to Bourke in an EV.

I’'m a bit like Mathew’s fellow councillor, as | am somewhat of a sceptic in respect of the value of EV’s
especially in remote areas. EV’s make sense in urban areas where short trips are in the main. In the Far
North West of NSW however, the thought of an EV sees the onset of “range anxiety” in my thinking.
Range Anxiety is defined as “the fear that an electric vehicle won't have enough charge to reach its
destination without needing to stop and recharge.” | understand that this type of anxiety is a common
concern among potential EV buyers, particularly those unfamiliar with electric vehicles. It does makes
me feel somewhat better that | am not alone.

My EV scepticism will be tested during early August when, as part of a trial organised by the Far North
West Joint Organisation in conjunction with Origin Energy Electricity Limited, Council is being supplied
with two (2) Kia EV5 Air Long Range electric vehicles for a three (3) week period. With a claimed range
of 555km, the mid-sized SUV shaped vehicle will be available to staff to undertake their Council duties.
This range has a caveat in the sales brochure which states: “Figures based on WLTP (Worldwide
Harmonised Light-Duty Vehicles Test Procedure) static laboratory combined average city and highway
cycle test, which measure, energy consumption, range and emissions in passenger vehicles, designed to
provide figures closer to real-world driving behaviour. Real life driving results will vary depending on a
combination of driving style, type of journey, vehicle configuration, battery age and condition, use of
vehicle features (such as heating and air conditioning), as well as operating, environmental and climate
conditions.” Not sure that helps my anxiety though.

| have checked my diary, and | have to go to Dubbo during the time of the trial for a council related
meeting so | will give the vehicle a go. Because of my anxiety however, it may be a case of a quick
charge at Nyngan and then another charge at Dubbo before returning to Bourke via the Nyngan
charging station, all just to be sure.

EV sales in Australia appear somewhat of a tough gig. The Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries
and the Electric Vehicle Council have reported that for the first half of 2025 — covering reported sales
from January to June 2025 - 47,230 new electric cars were delivered as part of a market total of 624,130
new cars. This means that EV's made up 7.6% of all new car sales. This figure is down 6.7% from last
year's first half total of 51,008 when EV’s made up 8% of the market. It is a slight increase from the first
six months of 2023, when 43,092 EV’s were sold.



Although EV sales are down year on year, it is reported that hybrid and plug in hybrid vehicles sales have
grown by 15% and 210%, respectively, off the back of new models released from BYD Automotive in
China.

| suspect that hybrid and plug in hybrid vehicles will continue to be more popular in Australia for some
time yet as they provide excellent economy without creating the issue of range anxiety in consumers,
who often drive considerable distances, albeit once or twice a year.

Access Restrictions to Public Lands

The NSW Parliament has established a select committee to inquire into and report on access restrictions
to public lands and waterways in NSW. Such land includes, but is not limited to “Aboriginal land,
heritage sites, national parks, crown reserves, state forests, crown land, state conservation areas,
wilderness areas, conservation areas, water catchment areas, marine parks and aquatic reserves,
travelling stock routes, unallocated crown land, fire trails and management roads, foreshore areas, river
beds and riverbanks, local government- managed parks and reserves, and areas under rehabilitation or
former mining leases, disused railway lines for rail trails.”

The inquiry will look into “all forms of access to waterways, bushwalking, hiking, camping, mountain
biking, horse riding, fossicking and prospecting, four-wheel-driving, drone and remote observation
activities, recreational and subsistence fishing, spearfishing, natural and traditional medicine and
remedy gathering, food gathering including mushrooming, bee keeping, scientific research, educational
or cultural activities, and cultural or conservation hunting.”

Under current legislation, many activities are banned or restricted on some public lands, including
recreational activities such as four-wheel-driving, shooting, horse riding, hiking, rock climbing, camping
and fishing. The committee is seeking to investigate why access restrictions are in place across public
lands and waterways, and how prevalent such restrictions are.

The inquiry will examine the legislative and regulatory frameworks governing access restrictions and the
consultation processes used when access is restricted or reviewed for public lands and waterways. With
numerous national parks in close proximity to Bourke, interested stakeholders and members of the
community may wish to make a submissions by the closing date of 1 August 2025.

For more information about this inquiry, including the committee membership and terms of reference,
see the inquiry webpage:

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/listofcommittees/Pages/committee-
details.aspx?pk=334

Border Security

| would imagine that at some point we have all watched a television episode, or two, of “Border
Security: Australia’s Front Line.” In doing so | am certain we have all been somewhat bewildered by
what some people attempt to bring into Australia from overseas in terms of dry or wet food.

Some of the food confiscated, as shown on the program, is simply dangerous to the Nations Biosecurity.
However they are at a significantly lower level when compared to a recent announcement by Federal
Agriculture Minister, Julie Collins, that a person had been jailed for two (2) year's for attempting to
import 62,000kg (yes 6.2 tonnes) of illegal fresh food into Australia from Thailand. The haul included
frogs, prawns and insect-infested fruit, all destined for the Sydney food black market.



Obviously with such a large haul, the food “delivery” wasn’t a person simply making a mistake about
food at their arrival Airport. It was undoubtedly a purposeful import and it was good to learn that the
produce had been seized and the local perpetrators arrested and convicted. If this or like produce
contained pests and diseases and got through the border, the consequences of these products entering
Australia’s food supply could be very unpleasant, with the potential for billions of dollars in damages
being inflicted onto to the Australian economy. Increasingly sophisticated and effective biosecurity
controls are certainly required to continue to protect Australia’s borders.

NAIDOC Program

NAIDOC Week recognises and celebrates First Nations people who have occupied and cared for this
continent for over 65,000 years and invites all Australians to embrace the ancient history of this
country. Congratulations to all involved in organising Bourke’s 2025 NAIDOC Program and for delivering
the various events and activities from 1 July to 12 July 2025.

With a series of 19 specific events over the 12 day period, the organisers were no doubt kept busy
making sure all was in order for the events to proceed. This year's activities included the unveiling of
signage at the Pound Yard and the annual ANZAC Indigenous Remembrance Ceremony at the Bourke
Aboriginal Corporation Health Service.

It is important to recognise those Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Men and Women who have
served in every conflict and commitment involving Australian defence contingents since Federation.
Whilst exact numbers are unfortunately not known, Aboriginal trackers served in the Boer War and
approximately 700-1000 Aboriginals served in the First World War despite the rules at the time which
required enlistees to be “substantially of European origin”. In the Second World War, some 6,500 to
7,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples served as enlisted servicemen, members of irregular
units, or in support units. During the Vietnam War, which extended from 1962 to 1973, at least 300
Aboriginal and Torres Strait peoples served.

Quote: "Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like
work." — American Inventor, Thomas Edison



