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Road Works

Transport for NSW will be undertaking two (2) important parcels of work, with the first commencing
tomorrow, Friday 8 August 2025, to improve their highway infrastructure assets in the Bourke Shire
area.

In this regard, the first package of essential maintenance works will be undertaken at the intersection of
Mitchell and Tarcoon streets on the Mitchell Highway on Friday and then Saturday, 9 August 2025, from
7.00am to 6.00pm on each day. The necessary works will include asphalt patching works and repairing
the damaged road surface to improve road safety.

During these works, there will be temporary traffic changes to ensure the work zone is safe including:

e single lane closures
e reduced speed limit to 40 km/h
e intermittent stopping.

Driveways in the locality of the works will remain open and accessible to residents throughout the work.

The other project that Transport for NSW is undertaking is essential maintenance on the road
approaches to the Gateway Bridge on the Mitchell Highway, north of Bourke, to improve road safety.
Work at this site will include asphalting works and repairing the damaged road surface at the east and
west approaches to the Gateway Bridge. Many a truck driver has mentioned to me the rough state of
the road surface as they access the bridge. These works will undoubtedly smooth the surface, which will
be a pleasing outcome.

Work on this project will commence on Monday 11 August and is expected to be complete, weather
permitting, late Friday afternoon, 15 August 2025. Again, single lane closures, reduced speed limit to 40
km/h and intermittent stopping will be in place.

Motorists are requested to please keep to the work site speed limits and follow the direction of traffic
controllers and signage during the works.

Tobacco and vaping

Tobacco is illicit when it is grown, manufactured and/or produced in Australia or imported into the
domestic market without customs duty being paid. In respect of vapes, the legislation in NSW is that
vapes containing nicotine are only available by prescription from a pharmacy. Non-nicotine vapes are
legal for adults 18 and over to purchase but cannot be sold in general retail stores like tobacconists or
convenience stores.



The level of illicit tobacco and vapes being illegally sold throughout the State has, in recent times,
become very prevalent. For the 6 month period ending 30 June 2025, NSW Health have advised that
they conducted over 700 retailer inspections and, in doing so, seized more than 6 million cigarettes and
1,100 kg of other illicit tobacco products with an estimated street value of around $6.8 million. They
also seized more than 90,000 nicotine vapes, e-liquids and pouches with an estimated street value of
around $2.9 million. NSW Health have also advised that they issued around 150 penalty notices, with
fines totalling around $316,000, during the 6 month period.

To address the sale of illicit tobacco and illegal vaping goods across the state, the NSW Government has
announced the introduction of new legislation which, once passed by Parliament, will see significantly
increased new penalties apply in respect of the sale and commercial possession of illicit tobacco, whilst
granting substantial powers for inspectors to close premises found to be in breach of the new rules.

The NSW Government has advised that its new legislation, once passed, will include:

e A new offence for the commercial possession of illicit tobacco with a maximum penalty of over
$1.5 million and 7 years' imprisonment.

e New penalties for the sale of illicit tobacco with a maximum penalty of over $1.5 million and 7
years' imprisonment.

e The introduction of short-term (up to 90 days) and long-term (up to 12 months) closure orders
for premises selling illicit tobacco, illegal vaping goods, or selling tobacco without a licence.

e New offences and penalties for anyone who breaches these closure orders, including for
entering closed premises or selling products from closed premises.

e Lease termination powers for landlords where a closure order is in place.

One of the proposals that the NSW Government has also announced is their commencement of a
targeted consultation on a new offence for landlords who knowingly lease their premises to illicit
tobacco and vape suppliers.

The NSW Government has established a cross-agency NSW lllicit Tobacco Taskforce, with senior
representatives from NSW Health, NSW Police, the Department of Customer Service, the Department of
Creative Industries, Tourism, Hospitality and Sport, and the Department of Communities and Justice.
The Taskforce has developed options and recommendations for the NSW Government to strengthen
compliance and enforcement activities in NSW to reduce the availability of illegal tobacco in the
community.

Generosity Continues

After the Bourke community contributed most generously to raise $100,000 for the Bourke Rotary Club
and Radio 2WEB Radiothon for the Macquarie Homestay facility, it was fantastic to see a further
example of community generosity recently come to the fore. The Bourke and Brewarrina Rugby Union
Clubs recently held their Mental Health Round of rugby. Following the juniors, women’s and men’s
games at Davidson Oval, participants adjourned to the Port of Bourke Hotel where an auction of the
men’s jerseys was undertaken with proceeds going to the Black Dog Institute. $15,000 was raised for
this most worthy of causes. My congratulations go to all involved and again proves that Bourke very
much “punches above its weight.”



Louth Races

The annual Louth Races will be run and won this Saturday, 9 August 2025, with a large crowd once again
expected to be in attendance. With some rain expected this week, if you are attending, please drive to
the conditions.

To the hard working Race Club Committee, | wish you a most successful event and further welcome all
visitors to the Shire. There will undoubtedly be many visitors who attend Louth for a week who just love
their annual camp out.

Similar to the generosity shown by the community in respect of the recent Radiothon and the Black Dog
jersey auction, the generosity of sponsors of the Louth Races certainly has to be applauded. From my
count, no less than 41 separate sponsors have contributed to the race day, which is simply superb.
Spread across major, platinum, gold, silver and bronze sponsorship categories; race sponsors; fashions
on the field sponsors; raffle and lucky race book sponsors; and the novelty dress sponsor; all sponsors
are to be applauded. What is interesting is the number of familiar businesses from Bourke that
consistently contribute to community events, such as the Louth Races. On that basis alone, | encourage
the community to shop locally wherever they can to support local business who in turn, then support
the community.

The Wallabies

It is certainly a case of “what could have been” for the Wallabies after their win in the 3™ Test against
the British and Irish Lions on the weekend in Sydney. Had the Wallabies received “the rub of the green”
in the final minute of the 2" test in Melbourne, | may have been spruiking a 2-1 series win to the
Australians in this Column.

Refereeing controversies, as experienced in the Melbourne Test, are a bit like commentary on political
issues in that you really don’t know who to believe. | don’t know enough about the laws of rugby union,
which | understand to be extensive, to comment on the foul play controversy that saw no penalty being
awarded to Australia as the Lions scored in the last minute to win the Melbourne Test Match. Australian
commentators were adamant the Wallabies should have received a penalty, which would have resulted
in Australia winning the game. Conversely, the English, Irish, Scottish and Welsh commentators were
wondering what all the fuss is about. One former England player went so far as to say that the Wallaby
player involved in the controversy should have been red carded for “taking a dive” as part of the
incident. Then of course, there are those commentators who are neither Australian, English, Irish,
Scottish or Welsh who are happy to sit on the fence and say it “was a 50/50 call by the referee.”

Regardless of where you sit on the matter, the most pleasing aspect of both the 2"¥ and 3™ test matches
was the tenacity shown by the Wallabies, and hopefully, this Series is a stepping stone for future
victories.

Quote: “.....a place that loved a drink, a party and a punt.” - Henry Lawsons description of the Village of
Louth.






