
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
Evacuation Centre 
 
The Bourke Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) met recently for its quarterly meeting. At 
the meeting, consideration was given to determining the location in Bourke of an evacuation centre 
during times of a significant emergency in Bourke. Members of the Committee from Council, 
Department of Community and Justice (WelFAC), Local Land Services, NSW Police, and NSW Department 
of Education met to audit the Multi-Purpose Centre at the Bourke High School, the Renshaw Sporting 
Complex and the PCYC facility in Wilson Street as potential sites, with the audit revealing that each of 
the facilities had their own individual advantages and disadvantages. The meeting agreed that 
depending on the emergency at the time, the relevant facility to be utilised would be determined at the 
time. Notwithstanding, now that the assessment has been completed, the details of the various options 
will be included in the Bourke Shire Emergency Management Plan. Let’s hope however that we never 
have to pull the Plan out! 
 
Darling Baaka River 
 
The first weekend in August saw significant snow fall in the northern tablelands of the State, particularly 
around Armidale and Guyra. Photos that I saw showed an absolute winter wonderland with deep snow 
very evident. This cold snap was subsequently followed by significant rainfall in the region such that 
major flood levels were experienced at Gunnedah on the Namoi River. The Water NSW River Flows 
website identified on Tuesday 5 August 2025 that 205,272 megalitres of water a day was flowing past 
Gunnedah at that time. The Bureau of Meteorology issued a Flood Warning that moderate flooding was 
possible at Narrabri as the flood waters move downstream.  
 
As most readers would realise, the Namoi River generally flows westward such that it joins the Barwon 
River at Walgett, which ultimately joins the Darling Baaka River between Brewarrina and Bourke. 
Time will tell what level of water ultimately flows past Bourke as a result of the rainfall in the northern 
tablelands, but one would have to imagine that Bourke will get another river, which is good for our 
region. Bourke has had some good rivers over the past six (6) years. Unfortunately, with little traction 
gained in response to Council’s proposals to increase the height of the Bourke Weir, the flood waters 
that have gone past Bourke during this six (6) year period are seen as a series of lost opportunities in 
terms of holding back a higher level of water to secure Bourke’s water supply. Remember, when the last 
drop of water flows over the weir, Bourke only has six (6) months of river water available in the weir 
pool. 
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Meetings in Bourke 
 
There are three (3) important meetings that involve Council that are being held in Bourke over the 
coming week. 
 
The first is a meeting of the Western Councils Water Alliance (WCWA) which is being held today and 
tomorrow in Bourke. The WCWA is a collaborative group of 13 councils from western New South Wales, 
of which Bourke Shire Council is one. The Alliance is focused on providing sustainable water and 
sewerage services. It aims to achieve best practice through a unified approach and by pooling resources 
and reducing duplication among member councils. The Water Alliance reports to the Board of the 
Alliance of Western Councils (AWC), which was formed in late 2021 to replace the Orana Joint 
Organisation of Councils which was dissolved when the NSW Government introduced Joint 
Organisations (JO’s). 
 
With the meeting being held at the Back O’ Bourke Convention Centre, and attendees staying overnight, 
the opportunity will be taken to show off the Exhibition Centre along with the beauty of the Darling 
Baaka River with a cruise on the PV Jandra.  
 
Next Monday, 18 August 2025, Transport for NSW (TfNSW) will be meeting with Councils 
representatives in respect of the preparation of the Far West Strategic Regional Integrated Transport 
Plan (SRITP). This Far West Strategic Transport Plan is one of a suite of nine (9) SRIT Plans being 
developed across regional NSW, which are set to be delivered in 2026. The Plans seek to reflect the 
needs of regional communities and will include detailed evaluations of the community’s transport needs 
both now and into the future. 
 
TfNSW has invited the public to also have their say in respect of the future of the road network in the 
Far West with consultation details and links available at the following web address: 
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/strategy/strategic-regional-integrated-transport-plans  
  
Transport for NSW will also be holding its Western Region Peer Exchange Group (PEG) meeting on 
Tuesday 19 and Wednesday 20 August 2025. PEGs are established by TfNSW as part of their Road 
Maintenance Council Contracts (RMCC) program which sees councils undertaking maintenance and 
construction works on State Highways on behalf of TfNSW. Each PEG includes representatives from 
TfNSW and respective member councils. Similar to the Water Alliance, the PEG’s have been formed to 
pursue continuous improvement by comparing performance, efficiencies and work practices between 
members; sharing experiences, best practices and resources; providing encouragement and support and 
by improving the delivery of services. Again, this meeting will provide an excellent opportunity for 
Bourke to be showcased and also to discuss all things roads. 
  
Finance Department 
 
During July, Councils Finance Team were busy preparing, and then issuing to property owners, their 
annual Rates Notices, following the adoption by Council of its 2025/2026 Rates and Charges regime at 
its June 2025 meeting. Ratepayers are reminded that the first instalment is due and payable by 31 
August 2025. If you are finding it difficult to meet the payments, I would encourage that you get in 
contact with Councils Finance Team as arrangements can be made to pay off your rates.  
 
With the Rate Notices successfully distributed, Councils Finance Team have moved onto preparing 
Councils 2024/2025 Financial Statements in readiness for a visit from Councils auditors at the end of the 
month. The preparation of the Annual Statements involves a significant amount of work by the Team to 
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ensure statutory timelines are met. As has been the case for many years, Council last year received an 
unqualified audit report from its Auditors, the NSW Audit Office, and this position is expected to be 
again achieved for this year's audit. 
 
On the issue of auditing, and in terms of Councils Audit Risk Improvement Committee (ARIC), Bourke 
Shire shares its independent chairperson and members with its fellow Far North West Joint Organisation 
member councils of Cobar and Walgett. Each Council has a separate Audit Committee and meetings, 
separate agendas, but retain and share the same independent chair and members. As it currently 
stands, these independent members reside outside of the extensive FNWJO area, with quarterly ARIC 
meetings being generally held via Audio-Visual link. The exception to this is an annual face to face 
meeting of each councils Audit Committee. In this regard, meetings of the Bourke, Cobar and Walgett 
council Audit Committees will be separately held in Bourke in late August 2025.  
 
Following the conclusion of these respective meetings, the common Chairperson of the three (3) 
separate Audit Committees, Ms Liz Jeremy, has convened a workshop of attendees from the three (3) 
councils to progress the role of the ARIC in each council. Whilst each ARIC has made significant progress 
since the inception of their committees, each council still has some activities to undertake to achieve full 
compliance with NSW Office of Local Government ARIC Guidelines.  

The workshop is viewed as an excellent opportunity for the three (3) member councils to work in the 
spirit of collaboration, as already established, to map out the next steps, and in doing so, recognise the 
respective obligations - both as councils and as ARIC independent members - as well as achieving the 
annual reporting processes each financial year. 

Building Partnership Program 

I was pleased to see that both the Bourke PCYC ($18,910) and the Back O’ Bourke Picnic Race Club Inc 
($29,045) were successful in achieving grant funding under the NSW’s Government’s Community 
Building Partnership program. The funding has been identified for the purposes of installing extraction 
fans and air conditioning in the kitchen of the PCYC and acquiring a portable grandstand to be utilised at 
the Renshaw Oval, respectively. In all there were 1463 recipients of funding under the 2025 tranche of 
the program.   

Quote: "It would be tragic not to tour here. We’ve had a blast. To me it’s insulting to talk about it in 
that kind of way.” - British and Irish Lions Coach Andy Farrell responds to media speculation that the 
Lions may not tour Australia again. 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 


