
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 
Wanaaring Road 
 
Council recently received formal notification from the Hon. Catherine King, Federal Minister for 
Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, that it had been successful in 
its application under the Safer Local Roads and Infrastructure Program seeking $2.8 million in funding to 
seal the final nine (9) kilometres of the Bourke-Wanaaring road. To say I was ecstatic would be an 
understatement. My delight only increased when I received a telephone call from Senator Deborah 
O’Neill, Federal Senator for New South Wales to congratulate Council on its funding. I was most 
impressed, and appreciative, that the Senator would take the time to make contact. 
 
As one of Councils top three (3) strategic priorities for grant funding, the sealing of this 190km road 
between Bourke and Wanaaring has been actively pursued by Council since 2017, when the first tranche 
of funding for this important road was received. 
 
Although the final sealing of this road is now imminent, I am sure many long-term locals will find it 
difficult to ever forget how it was to drive this once poor and inadequate road. Near undrivable all year 
round, in the wet the once gravel road became a muddy, slippery surface and during the dry, it was a 
long stretch of bone jarring and vehicle breaking corrugations. Coupled with many patches of vehicle 
stopping bull dust along its length, stories of trucks once taking 6-8 hours to travel the road from Bourke 
to Wanaaring were not uncommon.  
 
The sealing of the final section of the Bourke to Wanaaring Road will be a watershed moment for 
Bourke Shire and a significant improvement to the quality of life of those residents who live along the 
road and in the village Wanaaring. Whilst the tyranny of distance will always be a reality in remote NSW, 
the completion of the sealing of this roadway will see travel times for users slashed. In addition, the 
sealing will further open up areas of Far North West NSW to a wider visitor base.  
 
Given Councils small rate base, without this funding from the Australian Government, this and various 
other projects that improve the amenity of the Shire, simply wouldn’t happen. The Mayor has written to 
Minister King to thank her for the Government’s assistance with the provision of this funding. 
 
Louth Races 
 
The Annual Louth Races are both an important social component and an important economic driver for 
the Shire. Recognition of these matters only made the decision to close the Bourke to Louth road on the 
Friday afternoon before the Louth Races more difficult. 
 
With so many residents and visitors seeking to attend this iconic event, the last thing a Council ever 
wants is for an iconic event to be disrupted. With the rain on Friday and some more overnight, hopes 
that the road would have dried out overnight were quickly dashed when Council inspected the road 
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twice on Saturday. Leading up to the Races, Council undertook maintenance works on roads leading into 
Louth in readiness for the races. Council has followed this maintenance timeframe for many years in 
support of the event. The road between Bourke and Louth, for instance, was prepared two (2) weeks 
prior to the Races at a cost approaching $50,000.  
 
Once the ROAD CLOSED signage went up, what was evident come the Saturday morning road inspection 
was the obvious number of vehicles that had traversed the Bourke to Louth road overnight. The road 
had been significantly damaged due to the number of vehicles that had illegally traversed the road that 
Friday night. I am not totally sure what thought process one undertakes to get to a decision point that 
they consider themselves more important than everyone else and decide to ignore the signage and 
drive a closed road. If it’s a medical emergency, I get it. Other than that, I struggle to understand why 
those who drive on a closed road think that they don’t have to abide by the rules and in doing so ignore 
the fact that they cause considerable damage to the road and also impact the quality of life of those 
who regularly use the road. I find it very selfish. 
 
Any decision by Council to close a gravel road is done so firstly, on the basis of safety and secondly, to 
protect the Council asset. At no time does Council simply close a road to specifically disadvantage a 
landholder or user of the road. When people drive on a wet and closed dirt road, they invariably 
damage the road and once the road dries out, the regular drivers of the road have to put up with a 
damaged road until the next regrade is undertaken.  
 
Other roads in the Shire have also received damage with users not abiding by the direction of Council in 
terms of a closed road directive. Landowners and regular users of the roads often make representation 
to Council about the state of the roads that lead to their property. It is difficult to maintain such a large 
road network with a very limited budget, nonetheless, in broad terms I would again ask that unless it is 
an emergency, please do not travel on closed roads. 
 
Unfortunately, as result of the rain, the track at Louth did not pass inspection on the Saturday morning 
and the actual horse races were unable to proceed. From all reports however, that decision did little to 
dampen the enthusiasm of those in attendance. Congratulations to all involved and Council looks 
forward to next year's Louth Races, when, some 2 weeks’ out from the event, Council will again support 
this most wonderful event by undertaking the grading of required roadways. 
 
Electronic Tagging 
 
Meat and Livestock Australia estimate that the nations sheep flock as of 30 June 2023, the latest 
estimate, to be 78.8 million head. Under the National Livestock Identification Scheme (NLIS), Australia is 
pursuing a livestock traceability system that seeks to ensure that every one of these 78.8 million sheep 
is traceable through the supply chain from birth to processing. 
 
During their lives, animals often move between properties or through saleyards, agricultural shows, 
feedlots and processing facilities. Being able to rapidly trace these movements is critically important to 
facilitating a swift response by both government agencies and industry in the event of an emergency 
animal disease outbreak; maintaining 'market access' to sell products to markets in Australia and 
overseas; and managing food safety and public health. 
 
On 1 January 2025, the program for the livestock industry to transition to mandatory individual 
electronic identification for sheep and goats began. The individual electronic identification (eID) for 
sheep and goats is an enhancement to the previously implemented mob-based system as part of the 
National Livestock Identification System (NLIS). 
 



The NSW Agriculture Minister, the Hon Tara Moriarty, recently announced an additional $4 million in 
funding as part of the sheep and goat electronic identification tag discount program for NSW producers. 
This will continue a 76-cent-per-tag subsidy for 2025 NLIS-accredited white sheep and goat eID devices 
when purchased from a retailer or manufacturer through to 31 December 2025, or until funds are 
exhausted.  
 
As I understand it, the cost of an eID for sheep and goats without the subsidy is approximately $1 each. 
Whilst it doesn’t sound a lot, it is another cost that producers have to bear, and these costs quickly add 
up. Naturally producer organisations in NSW are keen for the government subsidies to be maintained 
and with the nations turnover in the sheep farming sector in 2022/2023 estimated at $9.6 billion, I am 
sure that no one wishes to see this important industry jeopardised. 
 
August Council Meeting  
 
The August 2025 Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held next Monday, 25 August 2025, commencing 
at 10.15am in the Council Chambers in Mitchell Street, Bourke. All members of the public are invited to 
attend the meeting. The Agenda for this meeting will include two (2) Mayoral Minutes from Councils 
Mayor, Councillor Lachlan Ford. These important Minutes relate to concerns regarding the buy up of 
land by Government in the Bourke Shire for the creation of National Parks and ongoing delays to the 
construction of the Wild Dog Exclusion Fence along the NSW/Queensland border. Copies of the Agenda 
for the meeting will be available late next Wednesday afternoon on Councils website at: 
https://bourke.nsw.gov.au/council/business-papers/  
 
Quote: “We’ve had decades of data showing that sunscreen plays a critical role in reducing skin 
cancer.” – Professor Adam Friedman, Washington University. 

 

 

 
 
 


